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Executive Summary

A. INTRODUCTION

This report describes the physical site characteristics of the buildings on Duffield Street and
Gold Street/Albee Square in Downtown Brooklyn and the historic records research conducted to
determine whether these properties had potential connections to the Underground Railroad, and

makes conclusions regarding the potential association of these properties with the Underground
Railroad.

PROJECT BACKGROUND

The proposed Downtown Brooklyn Development project is a long-range planning strategy to
create a vibrant, multi-use urban environment that serves the residents, businesses, and academic
mstitutions of Downtown Brooklyn and its surrounding communities. This planning effort,
sponsored by the New York City Department of City Planning (DCP) and the New York City
Economic Development Corporation {EDC), would affect approximately 59 blocks of the
Downtown Brooklyn area. Because the project required discretionary approvals, it was required
to undergo a City Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) and Uniform Land Use Review
Procedure (ULURP), both of which require public review and approval.

During the public comment period on the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CEQR
and ULURP for the Downtown Brooklyn plan, owners of three properties on Duffield and Gold
Streets, which are proposed for City acquisition, stated that their buildings had been utilized for
Underground Railroad activities. Since the Downtown Brooklyn area was known to have been
home to an active abolitionist movement, and since no documentary evidence was provided by
the property owners to substantiate their specific claims, the City of New York instructed its
consuitant, AKRF, Inc., to conduct historic research to see whether any such association could
be found and to include the results of the research in the Final EIS (FEIS). The FEIS, which as
published in April 2004, noted that no documentable association of the 227 Duffield Street, 233
Duftield Street, and 436 Gold Street/Albee Square buildings with the Underground Railroad had
been found and that there was no evidence to support a determination that the properties are
eligible for National Historic Landmark status or listing on the National Register of Historic
Places in relation to the Underground Railroad.'

The land use plan’s public review and approval process involved the local community board,
City Planning Commission, Brooklyn Borough President, and finally, the New York City
Council, which approved this long-term development plan to facilitate the continued growth of
Downtown Brooklyn. However, the City Council requested that the City revisit the research
conducted in the FEIS and continue further researching the claims of the property owners. A
letter was presented by the property owners to the New York City Council that included, in
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addition to the three original properties, another four properties that were claimed to have
historic connections to the Underground Railroad.

This report summarizes the expanded research effort that has been undertaken to mclude the
following subject properties subsequent to the initial research effort conducted as part of the
FEIS:

e 223 Duffield Street, Block 146, Lot 17
e 225 Duffield Street, Block 146, Lot 16
s 227 Duffield Street, Block 146, Lot 15
o 231 Duffield Street, Block 146, Lot 13
s 233 Duffield Street, Block 146, Lot 12
e 235 Duffield Street, Block 146, Lot 11
e 436 Gold Street, Black 146, Lot 51 (aka 436 Albee Square)

THE UNDERGROUND RATILROAD IN DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN

The Underground Railroad refers to the efforts of enslaved African-Americans to gain their
freedom by escaping bondage. The Underground Railroad was neither underground nor a
railroad, but a network of safe houses and individuals who helped slaves escape to freedom. It
was a clandestine operation that began during the colonial period, later became part of organized
abolitionist activity in the 19th century, and reached its peak in the period 1830-1865.

With the enactment of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, which made it possible for the federal
government to assist slave catchers to find, arrest, and return fugitives—federal marshals could
be used to capture accused fugitives—it was more difficult for freedom seekers to stay in urban
areas in the north by blending in as free blacks. In the aftermath of the Fugitive Slave Act, New
York City was believed to have been more active in the harboring and transmission of freedom
seekers using the Hudson River as a means to travel northward to Albany, Syracuse, and
Rochester to Canada.’ The freedom journeys of Henry Highland Gamet, Samuel Ringgold
Ward, James William Charles (J.W.C.) Pennington, Harriet Jacobs, Ann Maria Weems, and
Frederick Douglass establish that New York City and Brooklyn were important sites. of
Underground Railroad assistance. Brooklyn, in particular Downtown Brooklyn; was active in the
abolitionist movement and.in the Underground Railroad.

A number of churches in the Downtown Brooklyn and surrounding area have been reported to
have comnections with the Underground Railroad, either as sites of active abolitionist
movements or having served as stations on the Underground Railroad. These sites include
Plymouth Church (now Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims) in Brooklyn Heights; Lafayette
Avenue Presbyterian Church in Fort Greene; Bridge Street African Wesleyan Methodist
Episcopal {AWME) Church—the first African-American congregation in Brooklyn—Siloam
Presbyterian Church, and Concord Baptist Church, all of which are no longer extant at their
original locations in Downtown Brooklyn; and Brooklyn Friends Meeting House.

In addition, a number of persons prominently associated with the abolitionist movement and/or
Underground Railroad activities, including several of the pastors of the churches noted above,
lived in the Downtown Brooklyn area. These individuals include Reverend Henry Ward
Beecher, Reverend Samuel Hanson Cox, Reverend Theodore L. Cuyler, Reverend Amos N.
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Freeman, Reverend James N. Gloucester, William Harned, Reverend J.W.C. Pennington,
Reverend Charles B. Ray, and Arthur and Lewis Tappan.

The sensitive context in which the buildings on Duffield Street and Gold Street/Albee Square
existed, however, is not sufficient in itself to presume a potential connection to the Underground
Railroad. Evidence particular to each building must be identified. This was the subject of the
research effort; to determine whether a significant association with the Underground Railroad

could be documented for any or ail of the buildings on Duffield Street and Gold Street/Albee
Square.

B. RESEARCH APPROACH AND SCOPE

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY PROPERTY OWNERS

The owners of 227 Duffield Street, 233 Duffield Street, and 436 Gold Street/Albee Square (Joy
Chatel, Lewis Greenstein, and Dave Walker, respectively) gave testimony regarding the
potential Underground Railroad associations of their properties at a public hearing on March 24,
2004. As described above, in a memo dated June 8, 2004, the Duffield Street Association
expanded the area of potential significance to include 223, 225, 231, and 235 Duffield Street
(seven buildings total). A letter from Frederick Laverpool, Sr., a Brooklyn history promoter, was
also received regarding the need to investigate the potential connection of the Dufficld Street and
Gold Street buildings to the Underground Railroad.

In individual conversations or public hearing testimony given around that time, the property
owners noted that;

¢ There was at one time a tunnel underneath the sidewalk on Duffield Street that led between
the buildings (223-235 Duffield Street) and was used to transport freedom seekers, and this
tunnel may still exist;

¢ This tunnel is indicated in an 1898 Sanborn map, which shows a dotted line leading from
building to building on Duffield Street;

¢ Other subcellar features in the Duffield Street buildings either connected to this tunnel or
may have been used to hide freedom seekers;

* John -Duffield, the owner of the property encompassing the Duffield Street buildings before
subdivision and development of the land in the 1840s, was an abolitionist and might have

sold his property to other abolitionists, who might have used the buildings to harbor freedom
seekers;

¢ Thomas Edwards, the owner and builder of 233 and 235 Duffield Street and a possible
mernber of Plymouth Church from 1859 to 1867, might have rented his buildings to people
who ‘would use them to harbor freedom seekers;

* (arl was the owner of a jewelry store at 233 Duffield Street in the 1980s. According to
Lc_v{/is Greenstein, the property owner of 233 Duffield Street, Carl had heard from his
grandmother, who lived in the building, that it was used as an Underground Railroad station.
Carl died in the early 1990s. Mr. Greenstein later clarified that Carl was Calvin Stith, that
his jewelry store was possibly named “Joker Jewelry,” and that he may have had a 10- or 12-
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year old son at the time of his death. Mr. Greenstein subsequently clanfied that Carl Smith is
the correct name, that Mr. Smith died in August 1996, what his social security number may
have been, and that his son was named Christopher Smith. The social security records for the
given number indicate that a Carl S. Smith was born on April 13, 1961 and died August 30,
1996 at the age of 35; and

e According to the property owners, Bishop Queen Mother Jordan, a local resident,
remembers playing in the:subcellar spaces as a child and hearing rumors of the buildings’
Underground Railroad connection.

The New York City Department of City Planning sent letters to the owners of 223-235 Duffield
Street and 436 Gold Street/Albee Square property, asking for their assistance in providing any
information they might have on this subject, including: the name and contact information of
anyone whom they believe should be contacted for possible interviewing who might have
knowledge of the potential Underground Railroad use of their buildings; information.regarding
any alterations to their buildings; and any historical photographs of the buildings, or historical
papers/records from previous owners. Lewis Greenstein provided a spreadsheet of information
on some of the residents along the entire lengths of Duffield, Stanton, and Gold Streets
(including, but not limited to, the subject properties), culled from Brooklyn city directories for
1840-1842, 1849-1852, and 1855-1857. The property owners also noted that one of the families
which owned and lived at 227 Duffield Street during the period of significance, the Truesdell
family, was believed to have attended Zion Shiloh Baptist Church. A site visit of 223, 225, 227,
233, and 235 Duffield Street and 436 Gold Street/Albee Square was provided by the owners of
225, 227, and 233 Duffield Street and 436 Gold Street. The site tour allowed an architectural
historian, Michael Devonshire, to assess the buildings’ integrity in relation to the peried of
significance, which is roughly defined as 1848—the approximate date of the bulldmgs
construction—and 1865, the end of the Civil War.

Jason Donegan, the owner of 231 Duffield Street, submitted a written response to interview
questions. The following scanned materials were submitted by the owner of 227 Duffield Street:
a portion of the will of Harriet Truesdell; a portion of the deed to Harriet Truesdell of 227
Duffield Street; a portion of a deed to Francis Peck; a family tree of the Hyams/Hyman family;
photographs of Hyams/Hyman family members; portions of court cases, deeds, and other records
relating to the Hyams/Hyman/Chatel family; a portion of a book referencing an individual
named William Truesdail; a portion of a source referencing the Bridge Street AWME church; a
portion of an article referencing the Anti-Slavery Convention of American Women in
Philadelphia, 1838; and photographs of post-1870 bottles uncovered at some time in the past (no
date given) from the back yard of 227 Duffield Street, and photographs of other artifacts from
the basement of 227 Duffield Street. The artifacts include metal objects presumed to be from the
former beauty shop operated at 227 Duffield Street. The submittal from Jason Donegan and
copies of the scanned matenial provided by the owner of 227 Duffield Street are provided in
Appendix H.

Additional information was provided in interviews conducted in December 2005 and January
2006. The information provided in these interviews is discussed below under “Oral Tradition.”
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RESEARCH APPROACH

"As described above, the subject of the research effort was to determine whether a significant
association with the Underground Railroad could be documented for any or all of the buildings
on Duffield Street and Gold Street. To that end, the research approach was to document the
construction, ownership, and residency history of each building to the extent possible; to
determine if any records exist of the owners’ and residents’ possible connection to abolitionist
activities, churches, or societies; and to determine what information on the buildings’ histories
can be drawn from oral traditions. Multiple avenues of research were reviewed and considered.

The research effort was also the subject of a peer review. The peer review was made up of
twelve members, representing local historians and representatives of local historical societies,
academics specializing in African-American history and the Underground Railroad, and

- representatives of the New York State Freedom Trail Commission. The members of the peer

review are: Leslie Alexander, Assistant Professor, Department of History, Ohio State University;
Raymond Dobard, Professor, Department of Art, Howard University; Jim Driscoll, co-author of
Angels of Deliverance: The Underground Railroad in Queens, Long Island, and Beyond; Leslie
M. Harris, Associate Professor, Department of History, Emory University; Richard Hourahan,
co-author of Angels of Deliverance: The Underground Railroad in Queens, Long Island, and
Beyond, Andrew P. Jackson, Executive Director, Langston Hughes Community Library and
Cultural Center, Queens Borough Public Library and member of the New York State Freedom
Trail Commission; Marilyn H. Pettit, Vice President for Collections, Brooklyn Historical
Society; Milton C. Sernett, Professor of African American Studies and History, Syracuse
University, and former member of the New York State Freedom Trail Commission; Judith
Wellman, Professor Emerita, State University of New York at Oswego, Consulting Historian,
Historical New York Research Associates, and member of the New York State Freedom Trail
Commission; Craig Wilder, Professor, Department of History, Dartmouth College; and A.J.
Williams-Myers, Professor, Department of Black Studies, SUNY-New Paltz, and member of the
New York State Freedom Trail Commission. Additionally, at the request of the property owners,
the City has included Cheryl LaRoche, Research Associate, Department of American Studies,
University of Maryland, as a peer reviewer. The curriculum vitae of the peer review members

" are provided as Appendix A of this report.

The peér review members reviewed the scope of research and data collected; gave feedback on

. any research issues that required further data collection and/or additional resources, contacts, or

research topics that should be pursued; reviewed and commented on the draft and final research
reports; and drafted findings on the final report. Responses to comments on the scope of research
and the draft report are provided as Appendix B, and the peer reviewers’ findings on the final
report are provided as Appendix C.

" The criteria for listing a property with a connection to the Underground Railroad as a National
" Historic Landmark on the National Register of Historic Places was also reviewed, and the

Duffield Street and Gold Street/Albee Square properties were evaluated for their potential
eligibility for such listing. The criteria for listing such properties on the National Underground
Railroad Network to Freedom program or the New York State Underground Railroad Heritage
Trail were also considered. The New York City Landmarks Law requires that, to be designated,
a potential landmark must be at least 30 years old and must possess “a special character or
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special historical or aesthetic interest or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural
characteristics of the city, state, or nation.”

C. CONSTRUCTION, OWNERSHIP, AND RESIDENCY HISTORY

PRE-CONSTRUCTION OWNERSHIP

The land on which the Duffield Street and Gold Street buildings were constructed was originally
part of the estates of Samuel Fleet and John Duffield. John Duffield’s property in this area was
subsequently passed down to his daughters, Anna Prince and Susan Lawrence. These individuals
were researched, as were others who owned the properties before their development, for their
potential involvement in abolitionist activities, churches, or societies.

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION AND ALTERATION

Based on property deeds from the Brooklyn City Register, tax assessment records from the New
York City Municipal Archives, various historical maps available at the Brooklyn Public Library,
New York Public Library, and the Brooklyn City Clerk’s office, and indexed online records of
the New York City Department of Buildings (actual files could not be located by the Department
of Buildings), all of the buildings on Duffield Street appear to have been constructed between
1846 and 1850. Sanborn maps from 1886 and 1906 appear to indicate that the 223, 225, and 227
Duffield Street buildings had 1-story front wooden extensions or porches; these appear to have
been removed ca. 1915-1938, when 2-story front extensions were built at 223 and 227 Duffield
Street. In addition, 231 Duffield Street has a 1-story front extension that appears to date from
1950-1969. 225 Duffield Street was demolished ca. 1941 and a new 2-story structure was
constructed on its site. The building on Gold Street/Albee Square appears to have been
constructed between 1855 and 1865. Historical Perspectives, Inc. conducted the research into the
buildings’ construction and alteration history; this information was supplemented by the historic
construction review report by Michael Devonshire of Jan Pokorny Architects, of the buildings’
integrity in relation to the period of significance.

POTENTTAL EXISTENCE OF A TUNNEL
Photos taken of the subcellars of 223, 227, and 233 Duffield Street during the site’ tour were

circulated to Historical Perspectives; Inc., the Merchant’s House Museum, and the Lower East

Side Tenement Museum for their suggestions as to the possible date and function of the
subcellar features. It was suggested that some of the subcellar features might be coal chutes, but
no definitive explanation for the features were offered. The subsequent historic construction
review report by Michael Devonshire noted that with the exception of one “unpaved” section of
flooring on Duffield St., there are no anomalous cellar or subcellar features in the buildings, no
communication between buildings exists at the cellar levels, and the identified features conform
to general construction practices of the time period.

The New York City Department of Finance, which taxes. sidewalk vaults, has no.record of
sidewalk vaults at any of the relevant properties, though one exists at least at 227 Duffield Street.
The New York City Department of Transportation and the New York City Department of Design
and Construction were contacted regarding any historical records they might have on the
installation of sidewalks on Duffield and Gold Streets; however, neither department has any such
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records. The New York City Municipal Archives was also contacted for any additional
information they might be able to provide on sidewalk vaults on Duffield and Gold Streets.

Current sewer and water main maps of the area were also obtained, as well as historical maps
(Sanborn, Hyde, Perris, Dripps, Bromley, Robinson), none of which indicate a tunnel beneath
the sidewalk of Duffield Street. The Sanborn maps from 1886 and 1906 appear to indicate that
the 223, 225, and 227 Duffield Street buildings had 1-story front wooden extensions or porches,
which are noted by a dashed line. It is possible that this dashed line for wooden
extensions/porches is what was thought to be an indication of a tunnel on an 1898 Sanbormn map.
According to a representative of the Sanborn Map Company, dashed lines on Sanborn maps
indicate open porches, which are typically wooden but can also be other materials. Two parallel
dashed lines can also indicate a tunnel, but in such cases there is an arc at each end of the lines
and the -notation “tunnel.” Dashed lines such as those shown at the front of 223-227 Duffield
Street are also shown at the front of 213-219 Duffield Street, 195 Prince Street, 376 Gold Street,
and 404 Gold Street on the 1886 Sanborn map.

Archacological testing is unlikely to offer any definitive information about whether or not these
structures were part of the Underground Railroad. In addition, assuming that a tunnel was
discovered, there would be no way of knowing if it served as a passageway for freedom seekers
without corroborating artifacts. There are very few documented cases of tunmels used for
Underground Railroad activitics: these include the Milton House in Milton, Wisconsin; a hiding
place below a cistern at Thaddeus Steven’s house in Lancaster, Pennsylvania; and an
underground “anomaly” where family tradition suggests that a tunnel connected the home and
tinshop of Starr Clark, a known Underground Railroad agent in Mexico, New York.” In addition,
a study of seventeen reputed tunnels connected with Underground Railroad sites in Ohio found
no evidence to support the oral traditions relating to such tunnels.*

BUILDING OWNERSHIP AND RESIDENCY

The Brooklyn City Register, the 1850, 1860, and 1870 federal census, the 1855 and 1865 New
York state census, and 35 Brooklyn city directories from 1848-1871 were reviewed to determine

the owners and residents of the buildings and their residences before and after their tenancy on
Duffield and Gold Streets.

- In addition, various on-line genealogical websites were reviewed for potential additional
- Information on the owners and residents, and 23 New York City directories from 1848-1871

were revie\'gved to cross-check the information on the owners and residents who conducted
business in ‘Manhattan. A detailed, lot-by-lot description of building ownership and residency
histories is provided in the body of the report. It does not appear that any of the owners of the

. buildings were African-American. Except for a servant at 227 Duffield Street and a servant and
- her young son at 231 Duffield Street in 1855, no African-American residents of these buildings
-+ .before 1865 were identified. It should be noted, however, that the race designations provided 1n

the census and city directories were subjective and could be inconsistent or inaccurate.

D. POTENTIAL CONNECTIONS OF THE OWNERS AND RESIDENTS

The names of individuals identified to have ownership or residency ties to the properties in
question—using the criteria outlined above, under “Building Ownership and Residency”—as
well as owners of the land before construction of the buildings, were noted and formed the basis
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for research into potential connections of the owners and residents to abolitiomist churches,
societies, activities, or noted persons.

LOCAL CHURCHES

Membership lists and any other relevant information for the following churches, which were
located in the surrounding area and were established pre-1865, were sought: Bridge Street
AWME Church, Concord Baptist Church, First Presbyterian Church, Fleet Street Methodist
Episcopal Church, Friends Meeting House, Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church, Pierrepont
Street Baptist Church, Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims, St. Ann’s Church, St. Mark’s Church,
Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church, Second Reformed Dutch Church, Siloam Presbyterian
Church, and the Washington Street Methodist Episcopal Church. Membership lists and any other
relevant information were also sought for Mother African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Zion
Church and the First Colored Presbyterian Church (also known as the Shiloh Presbytertan
Church), both of which were located Manhattan. '

Any available information from the New York City Register, New York Public Library,
Brooklyn Public Library, New-York Historical Society, New York Genealogical and
Biographical Society, Family History Center of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
(Brooklyn), Friends Historical Library at Swarthmore College, American Baptist-Samuel
Colgate Historical Library, Episcopal Diocese of Long Island, General Theological Seminary,
Union Theological Seminary, genealogical websites, the Brooklyn Daily Eagle online database
of articles from 1841-1902, and the New York Times online database of articles from 1851-2001
was reviewed. The churches were also contacted to obtain any additional records they might
have.

According to the property owner of 227 Duffield Street, Thomas and Harriet Truesdell, residents
and owners of 227 Duffield Street, attended Zion Shiloh Baptist Church. The Zion Shiloh
Baptist Church building was built sometime between 1855 and 1867, based on the maps from
those dates. The building was located on the east side of Duffield Street between Myrtle and
Willoughby Streets, and was demolished sometime between 1982 and 1995 (based on the
Sanborn maps from those dates). It appears to have been constructed for a Presbyterian church,
possibly the First Reformed Presbyterian Church; however, in 1889 it was occupied by Concord
Baptist Church. After the Concord Baptist Church congregation left the church on Duffield
Street in 1917, it was later used by the Antioch Baptist Church {(ca. 1930-1950) and then by Zion
Shiloh Baptist Church (ca. 1985-demolition), based on the Sanborn maps from those dates.
Therefore, it does not appear that the Zion Shiloh Baptist Church dates from the period of
significance, although the building in which it was located was built during that period.

Table S-1 shows which churches showed potential matches with residents or owners of the
properties in question.

ABOLITIONIST SOCIETIES OR PROMINENT ABOLITIONISTS

A number of resources were reviewed, including, but not limited to: anti-slavery petitions in the
collections of the National Archives and Records Administration; primary and secondary
sources relating to numerous anti-slavery societies, including those in the collections of the
New-York Historical Society, the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, and the
Archives of Ontario; the journals, memotrs, and/or papers of Henry Ward Beecher, Sydney
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Howard Gay, William Jay, Samuel J. May, Charles B. Ray, William Henry Seward, Lewis
Tappan, and Thurlow Weed; conternporary local newspapers, including the Brooklyn Evening
Star, Williamsburgh Daily Times, Brooklyn Daily Union, Brooklyn Daily Eagle, and the New
York Times; contemporary African-American and anti-slavery newspapers, journals, and
almanacs; Blassingame’s Antislavery Newspapers and_Periodicals: “Accessible Archives,” a
digitized collection of 19th century African-American and Christian newspapers and joumnals;
the photograph archives of the Brooklyn Public Library, New York Public Library, and New-
York Historical Society; the databases of the Library of Congress and the Gilder-Lehrman

Institute of American History; the National Union Catalog of Manuscripts Collections; and New
York State’s Historical Documents Inventory.

Table S-1
Church Membership Lists Compared with Resident and Owner Lists

for Subject Properties

At Least One Potential |Matches with Property| No Church
Match with Property Owners or Residents Records
Church Owners or Residents Unlikely Available

Bridge Street AWME Church .

Concord Baptist Church [
First Colared Presbyterian Church .

First Presbyterian Church .

Fleet Street Methodist Episcopal Church .

Friends Meeting House O

Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church .

Mother AME Zion Church [
Pierrepont Street Baptist Church ®

Plymouth Church ®

St. Ann’s Church [

St. Mark's Church [

Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church .

Second Reformed Church .
Seventh Presbyterian Church .

Siloam Presbyterian Church .

Washington Street Methodist Episcopal Church -

The Prince Hall Masons, an African-American Freemasons organization, has sometimes been

™ linked to Underground Railroad activities. Several lodges were warranted (i.e., established) in
. Brooklyn by the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the Free and Accepted Masons in Massachusetts:
* these are the Rising Sun No. 3 Lodge (1826), Stone Square No. 6 Lodge (1859), Widow’s Son

No. 1 Lodge (1859), and the Hiram No. 21 Lodge (1863). However, no information about the
location or members of these lodges has been identified.

Membership lists of over two dozen northeastern abolitionist societies, as well as numerous anti-
slavery petitions were obtained.

There were several potential name matches in the various sources and lists identified with the
known owners and residents of Duffield and Gold Streets. In addition, through “Accessible

- Archives,” several newspaper or Journal articles including a potential name match with an owner

or resident of Duffield Street or Gold Street were identified.
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No marriages between the owners and residents of Dufficld Street and Gold Street, or between
the owners and residents of Duffield Street and Gold Street and abolitionist families of the area,
are known to have occurred.

Most listings were considered to be unlikely matches to the owners or residents of the Duffield
Street and Gold Street properties. Potential matches were found for Daniel Lord, Jr. and the

Truesdell Family.

DANIEL LORD, JR.

The name Daniel Lord (or Daniel Lord, Jr.) was identified in a number of locations. A Daniel
Lord is listed as one of the members and signors of an anti-slavery letter in The National Era,
vol. VIIL, no. 393, p. 110, July 13, 1854, in a call to the People of the State of New York, on the
Nebraska Perfidy and Slavery Aggression, New York State Convention, To Be Held At Saratoga
Springs, August 16, 1854. In another article in The National Era (vol. X, no. 492, p. 91, June 5,
1856), entitled “Popular Movements in the Free States,” a Daniel Lord is noted as having made a
speech denouncing the perpetrator of an assault on Senator Sumner by Preston S. Brooks. Henry
Ward Beecher also made a speech at the event. Daniel Lord is noted in the article as a vice
president of the Brooklyn Tabernacle. An 1845 letter from Lewis Tappan notes an opinion, of
which Mr. Tappan disapproved, written by Mr. Lord regarding the constitution of the Ladies of
the Moral Reform Society.

These listings might be the same person as “Daniel Lord,” a prominent attomey and citizen of
New York City who owned the 227, 233, and 235 Duffield Street lots from 1847 to 1848, before
they appear to have been developed. As described above, Mr. Lord does not appear to have
owned or occupied any of these buildings after their development; he is listed in New York City
directories from 1848-1868 as having a residence in Manhattan. In addition, his ownership of the
properties was for a very brief time. :

TRUESDELL FAMILY

A number of listings were identified for Harriet Lee Truesdell and Thomas Truesdell, the owners
and residents of 227 Duffield. Street from ca. 1851-1863. Thomas Truesdell is listed as a
subscriber to the National Anti-Slavery Standard in June 1855, April 1860, March 1862, and
December 1862.° A Thomas Truesdell (also-spelled Truesdale) of Brooklyn is also listed as a
contributor to the American Anti-Slavery Society in May 1853, July 1853, July 1855, May 1856,
May 1857, May 1860, and April 1862. Although the subscription listing gives his address as
New York City, rather than Brooklyn, the New York City directories from 1847-1863 only list a
Thomas Truesdell, cotton broker, with a business address on Pearl Street and a home address on
Duffield Street in Brooklyn. Therefore, the Thomas Truesdell on the subscriber list is presumed
to be the owner and resident of 227 Duffield Street. Thomas Truesdell was also listed as a
delegate from Providence, Rhode Island to the Rhode Island Anti-Slavery Convention, which
was held in Providence in February 1836.

A Liberator article from April 1835 describes the formation of a Female Anti-Slavery Society in
Providence, of which Harriet L. Truesdell was treasurer.’ In 1837, an H.L. Truesdall wrote a
letter to the Liberator, describing the organization of the Providence Female Anti-Slavery
Society in June of that year, of which Mrs. Harriet Truesdall was ‘Cor. [corresponding]
Secretary.”’ Harriet Truesdell also was a delegate to and member of the program planning
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committee of the Anti-Slavery Convention of American Women, which took place in

- Philadelphia in May 1838. No further connections for Harriet or Thomas Truesdell have yet
been identified.

‘Thomas Truesdell appears to have been born on July 10, 1789 in Woodstock, Connecticut and
died on March 10 1874 in Cedar Grove, New Jersey. Harriet Lee appears to have been bomn July
10, 1786 in Providence, Rhode Island. Harriet Lee Truesdell married Thomas Truesdell in
Providence, Rhode Island on October 14, 1811 and died in Brooklyn on June 29, [862. Several
of their children and grandchildren lived with them on Duffield Street.* None of the children

resulting from the marriage of Harriet and Thomas Truesdell had any offspring who survived
pastearly childhood.

- Mary Truesdell was married to Charles W. Frederickson by Reverend E.E.L. Taylor in 1844.

- Other than a list of the pastors of the Pierrepont Street Baptist Church, 1840-1870, no other

.records for the church have been identified; however, it is possible that the Truesdell family
were members of the church. This church is not known to have been abolitionist, nor is it
reported to have been a station on the Underground Railroad.

Thomas Truesdell had six siblings, including John Truesdell, who was born July 25, 1786 in
Woodstock, Connecticut, and died on May 17, 1860 in East Killingly, Connecticut. In 1816,
John Truesdell designed the Matthew Bowen Homestead in Woodstock, Connecticut. This house
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and was owned after Matthew Bowen'’s
death by Henry C. Bowen. (The property passed to Colonel Matthew Bowen, Matthew Brown'’s
son, and his son Andrew Williams Bowen, who sold it to Henry C. Bowen, his cousin.) Henry C.
Bowen founded Plymouth Church in Brooklyn Heights; worked for Arthur and Lewis Tappan;
married Lucy Tappan, one of the daughters of Lewis Tappan; founded and edited The
Independent, financed the establishment of the Brooklyn Union as a Republican newspaper, and
lived on Hicks and Willow Streets in Brooklyn Heights. Henry Bowen's sister Amelia was a
corresponding member from Woodstock, Connecticut to the Anti-Slavery Convention of
American Women, which was also attended by Harriet Truesdeil.

In Windham County, Connecticut three adjoining villages—Pomfret, Woodstock, and
= Brooklyn—were the home of Bowens, Truesdells, and Bensons, as well as several prominent
abolitionists. Helen Eliza Benson of Brooklyn, Connecticut married William Lloyd Garrison in
~1834. William Lloyd Garrison was heavily involved with Reverend Samuel J. May—who also
resided in Brooklyn, Connecticut—in the 1831-1834 struggles over Prudence Crandall’s school
for African American girls in Canterbury, Connecticut, which neighbors Brooklyn.’ Individuals
~.such as Reverend May and Reverend Simeon Jocelyn (of New Haven, Connecticut) were key
figures in linking the activitics of New England and mid-Atlantic abolitionists and their
~ organizations, which were important to facilitating the interregional network that assisted
freedom seekers and anti-slavery action. Reverends May and Jocelyn also helped tie Lewis and
Arthur Tappan to national abolitionist campaigns; for instance, Reverend Jocelyn appeared with
Arthur Tappan and William Lloyd Garrison at the 1831 National Negro Convention in
Philadelphia.'” Reverend Jocelyn also was the pastor of the First Congregational Church in
Williamsburg, Brooklyn from the mid-1840s until his death in 1879."
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PRO-SLAVERY SOCIETIES OR SOUTHERN SYMPATHIZERS

The New York Times and Brooklyn Daily Eagle online databases did not turn up any relevant
information on the Democratic Vigilant Association, New York Kidnapping Club, Pine Street
Club, ‘slave catchers,’ ‘blackbirders,’” southem sympathizers, or other similar search terms
related to known pro-slavery sentiments. Gotham: A History of New York City to 1898 mentions
several members of the New York Kidnapping Club, but none of the names match any of the
known owners or residents of Duffield Street or Gold Street.

A Gideon Mapes, who might be the same person as “Gideon Mapes,” the owner of 225 Duffield
Street from 1866 through 1867, signed a petition published in the New York Times on December
15, 1859. The petition stated that “the undersigned, regarding with just abhorrence the crimes of
John Brown and his confederates, desire to unite with our fellow-citizens of New York and
vicinity in a public and formal denunciation of that and all similar outrages.” There is only one
listing for a Gideon Mapes in the Brooklyn city directories from 1848-1871. Therefore, it is
presumed that this listing is a match. The signing of the petition and the rejection of John
Brown's raid is not the same as a pro-slavery endorsement, however, and this name match is not
considered to provide significant information in regard to potential Underground Railroad

activities.

CASES OF FREEDOM SEEKERS

The index listings for Kings County court hearings, minutes, determinations, etc. at the New
York City Municipal Archives for the 1830s and 1840s and through the 1860s were reviewed,
but did not turn up any cases relevant to the Duffield and Gold Street buildings, residents, or
owners. The New York Department of Records and Information Services (DORIS) database has
court records from 1830-1857, but had no references to fugitive slave cases. The New York
State Archives’ trial transcripts end in 1847, before the date of construction of the Duffield and
Gold Street buildings. African American Slave Narratives: An Anthology was reviewed and a
few narratives were found which mention staying in Brooklyn and being helped by or meeting
noted New York City abolitionists, but these do not include any description of people they
stayed with or addresses. Also reviewed were “Documenting the American South,” a website
that indexes slave narratives; Slavery and the Law; The Slave Catchers: Enforcement of the
Fugitive Slave Law, which contains an appendix with a list of known fugitive slave cases from
1850-1860; an article entitled “The Chronicles of Kidnapping in New York: Resistance to the
Fugitive Slave Law, 1834-1835” in the journal Afro-Americans in New York Life and History,
and Judicial Cases Concerning American Slavery and the Negro, but found no matches with any
of the known owners’ or residents’ names or Duffield or Gold Street. Searches of the Brookiyn
Daily Eagle online database found no relevant references to escaped or fugitive slaves. The
Library of Congress has indicated that there are no unpublished slave diaries in their collection.

E. ORAL TRADITION

There is a fair amount of debate regarding how much faith to place in the historical accuracy of
oral traditions, and how oral traditions should be weighed against other sources of information.
Therefore, as discussed in Oral Traditions and Beyond, when evaluating an oral tradition that
relates to the Underground Railroad, it is important to consider whether the story was recorded
or told by someone directly involved in the Underground Railroad; whether the author was
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physically, mentaily, and emotionally able to see and know what happened; what purpose(s) the
narrator may have had in recording the story, and what audience(s) he/she was addressing; and
how many years elapsed between the original event and the time the story was recorded.
Moreover, as much as possible, an oral tradition should be corroborated with more than one
source.

POTENTIAL SOURCES OF ORAL TRADITIONS

Carlvin Smith (also referred to as Carl or Calvin), the source of one potential oral tradition
relating to the historical use of 233 Duffield Street (see discussions above and below) was
rescarched using Cole’s Metropolitan Householders Directory for Brooklyn (1971-1981 and
1983-1997), and New York City telephone directories from 1971-1975 and 1985-1993. There
were no listings for a person with the last name of Smith or Joker Jewelry at 233 Duffield Street
m any of the.directories. In 1973-1974, there was a listing for “Merchant of OYQO African
Jewelry” at 233 Duffield Street; however, there were no other jewelry stores noted on Duffield
Street in any of the other directories. The records for the social security number provided
indicate that a Carl 8. Smith was bom on April 13, 1961 and died August 30, 1996 at the age of
35. Therefore, it is considered unlikely that this number is a match for a Carl/Calvin Smith who
would have owned a jewelry store on Duffield Street in the 1980s. Additional information
provided on Carlvin Smith in interviews conducted in January 2006 is described below.
Subsequent to the oral tradition collection interviews, letter requests to Reverend Herbert
Daughtry of the House of the Lord Church and to Ali Lamont were submitted requesting
additional information on Carlvin Smith and Georgia Ware, his mother. A response to these
letters will be acted upon if received.

Another potential source of oral tradition was identified and contacted: Paul E. Truesdell,
Jr.—the great-grandson of Thomas Truesdeli and his second wife, Janet Margery Gunn—who is
active in researching his family’s genealogy. To Mr. Truesdell’s knowledge, there are no family
oral trad'gions regarding the Truesdell family’s potential involvement in the Underground
Railroad.

Oral tradition outreach letters were sent to the following churches on September 17, 2004
Bridge Street AWME Church, Brooklyn Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends,
Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Concord Baptist Church, Old First

: + : Reform Churc¢h, First Presbyterian Church of Brooklyn, Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church,
" Mother Zion AME Church, Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims, St. Ann and the Holy Trinity

Church, St. James Cathedral-Basilica, St. Charles Borromeo Roman Catholic Church, St. Peter
St. Paul Our Lady of Pilar Church, and Siloam Presbyterian Church. The letters requested
assistance from the pastors of the churches in reaching out to their staff and parishioners, as well

"1 as participants of any senior citizens programs the churches may operate, to inform them of this

effort, as parishioners may have oral traditions relating to the potential Underground Railroad
use of the Duffield Street and Gold Street properties. On the same date, the oral tradition
oufreach letter was also sent to the Society of Old Brooklynites, a civic society founded in 1880
to promote and commemorate Brooklyn history.

The Reverend Daniel Meeter from the Old First Reformed Church responded to the letter.
Reverend Meeter stated that the congregants of his church at the time were, unfortunately, slave-
holding advocates, and the Dutch Reformed Church was the last slave-holding congregation in
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New York. In addition, the membership of the church had changed completely over the years
with its move from Downtown Brooklyn and near-closure in the 1970s. Therefore, he believed
that the congregation would have no relevant oral traditions relating to the Underground
Railroad and the Dufficld Street and Gold Street properties. The clerk of the History Cornmittee
of the Brooklyn Monthly Meeting also responded to say that they were unaware of any oral
traditions concerning Brooklyn Quakers and the Underground Railroad. The Church of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary responded that no one was available to provide
information on the oral tradition request. No other responses have been received thus far from
the churches.

At the suggestion of peer reviewer Andrew Jackson, oral tradition outreach letters were also sent
to Brooklyn and alumni/ae chapters of African-American fraternities and sororities. The letters
requested assistance in reaching out to the Brooklyn-based alumni/ae of the fraternities and
sororities, since alumni/ae who grew up in the ‘-Downtown Brooklyn area could have oral
traditions relating to the potential Underground Railroad use of the Duffield Street and Gold
Street properties. Letters were sent to the following chapters on Gctober 7, 2004: Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Alpha Mu Chapter; Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Brooklyn Alumnae Chapter;
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Long Island University (Brooklyn Campus) Chapter; Phi Beta
Sigma Fratemnity, Alpha Alpha Phi Chapter, Beta Lambda Chapter, Kappa Beta Sigma Chapter,
and Long Island University (Brooklyn Campus) Chapter; Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Eta Nu
Sigma Chapter and Kappa Epsilon Chapter; and Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Brooklyn College
Chapter and Delta Alpha Zeta Chapter. No responses have been received thus far from the
fraternities or sororities. Two of the outreach letters were returned by the United States Postal
Service as unable to forward; attempts to find alternate addresses for these chapters were not
successful.

ORAL TRADITION COLLECTION EFFORT

The oral tradition collection effort began by searching for an oral historian who could interview
the potential sources of oral tradition, make transcripts of those interviews, and determine what
information, if any, should be followed up on from the interviews. Recommendations of
qualified oral historians were sought from the peer reviewers, New York City Landmarks
Preservation Commission, Oral History Association, Columbia University Oral History
Research Office, New York University’s Public History and History Programs, CityLore,
Society for the Preservation of Weeksville and Bedford-Stuyvesant History, Brooklyn Historical
Society, New-York Historical Society, and Arizona State University’s Public History Program.
An oral historian, Jennifer Scott, was selected in late September 2004, Ms. Scott was unable to
set up interviews with the property owners in October 2004, and had to end her participation in
the oral tradition collection effort at the end of October 2004 because of academic commitments.
A second oral historian team, Kemile Jackson and Professor Philip Napoli of Brooklyn College,
was selected in late November 2004. The curriculum vitae of the oral historians are provided as
Appendix G of this report.

Ms. Jackson and Professor Napoli began communicating with the property owners in December
2004 to introduce themselves and set up interviews. A series of health issues initially prevented
the property owners from meeting with the oral historians. Although several introductory
meetings and a number of telephone calls were conducted, the property owners were reluctant to
accept the professional qualifications of Ms. Jackson and Professor Napoli or participate in the
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oral history collection effort. Ultimately, the property owners did not commit to participation
and Ms. Jackson and Professor Napoli were unable to set up any interviews, with one exception.
One individual was interviewed by Kemile Jackson in February 2005. Because of academic
commitments, Ms. Jackson and Professor Napoli had to conclude their participation in the oral
tradition collection cffort at the end of May 2005.

During Ms. Jackson and Professor Napoli’s participation on the oral tradition collection effort,
several individuals were suggested by the property owners or others as potential interview
subjects, as they might have knowledge of the historical uses of the subject properties. These
individuals included Bishop Queen Mother Jordan, Dr. Amos Jordan, Garland Roberts, Robert
Patterson, and several others who were ultimately interviewed by Dr. Delores Walters (sece
discussion below). As discussed above, Bishop Queen Mother Jordan—a member of the Society

- of. Old Brooklynites—is reported to remember playing in the subcellar spaces of the subject

properties as a-child and hearing rumors of the buildings’ Underground Railroad connection.
Garland Roberts is a member of the Society of Old Brooklynites. Ms. Jordan and Mr. Roberts
declined to be interviewed or participate in the oral history collection effort. Dr. Amos Jordan
declined to be interviewed due to ill health. Robert Patterson, who is working on a study of the
Bridge Street AWME Church and its potential links to an African American village near the
church, expressed interest in participating in a group interview with the property owners;
however, because the property owners did not commit to participation in the oral history
collection effort during the involvement of Ms. Jackson and Professor Napoli, this interview did
not take place.

In August 2005, the decision was made by the City to re-open the oral tradition collection effort.
Recommendations of qualified oral historians were sought from the peer reviewers, as well as
the following organizations or institutions: African-American Genealogy Group; African
American Museum of Philadelphia; American Anthropological Association; American
Ethnological Society; the Center for Oral History at the University of Connecticut; the Center for
Oral History and Cultural Heritage at the University of Southern Mississippi; the Center for
Studies in Oral Tradition at the University of Missouri; the Center for the Study of History and
Memory at Indiana University; CityLore; the Harry T. Williams Center for Oral History at
Louisiana State University; Heritage New York; Howard University; the Institute for Oral
History at Baylor University; Legacy Program; New York University: Oral History Association;
Oral History in the Mid-Atlantic Region; the Oral History Program at California State
University, Long Beach; the Oral History Program at the University of Kentucky; the Oral
History Research Office at Columbia University; the Port Washington Public Library Oral
History Program; the Southern Oral History Program at the University of North Carolina; and
the William Still Underground Railroad Foundation. Based on this outreach, as well as the input
of the property owners of 227 and 233 Duffield Street, a third oral historian—Dr. Delores

"Walters of the 'National Underground Railroad Freedom Center in Ohio-—was selected in

October 2005. Dr. Walters’ curriculum vita is provided in Appendix G.

Dr. Delores Walters met with the property owners of 227 and 233 Duffieid Street in early
November 2005; to discuss the oral tradition collection effort. In late December 2005 and early
January 2006, Dr. Walters conducted seven interviews. Some of the information from these
interviews, as well as the interview conducted in February 2005, that is relevant to the history of
the Underground Railroad in Brooklyn is provided in the report. Any documentary research
conducted to corroborate specific points of information is also provided. As approval of the
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transcripts of these interviews has not been obtained, we are unable to provide a copy of the
same, or the names of those individuals who were interviewed.

As discussed above, Jason Donegan, the property owner of 231 Duffield Street, also expressed
interested in providing information for this report; however, he was unable to be interviewed in
person by Dr. Walters. Dr. Walters submitted a list of the questions that would have been
covered in an interview to Mr. Donegan in a letter dated January 9, 2006. Mr. Donegan’s
response to these questions, which was received in a letter dated April 14, 2006, is summarized
below and provided in Appendix H.

A log of the contacts made during the searches for oral historians and the oral tradition collection
effort is provided as Appendix L.

F. POTENTIAL ELIGIBILITY FOR DESIGNATION

The Underground Railroad Resources in the United States Theme Study, prepared in 1998 by
the National Park Service, provides criteria for evaluating a property’s eligibility to be listed on
the National Register of Historic Places. Properties considered for eligibility under this theme
study are ones associated with some aspect of the Underground Railroad between the American
Revolution and the Civil War, with an emphasis on the period between the formal organization
of the abolitionist movement in 1820 and the end of the Civil War. They include the following

property types:

» ‘Stations’ on the Underground Railroad (buildings, structures, or sites where fugitives were
harbored and their use as such has been documented);

= Properties associated with prominent persons;

e  Slave rebellion sites;

» Properties associated with legal challenges to slavery;

e Properties associated with docurnented slave escapes;

= Properties associated with documented fugitive rescues;

» Churches associated with congregations active in the Underground Railroad;

o  Maroon communities;

» 'Archeological sites; and

*  Others.

In order to be eligible as National Historic Landmarks, the Duffield Street and Gold Street/Albee
Square buildings would need to retain high integrity from the period of significance (between the
American Revolution and the end of the Civil War) and (1) be connected with a nationally
significant event, such as a slave rescue, court case, or slave insurrection; (2) vividly represent,
through a combination of extant resources possessing high integrity and solid documentation, the
contribution of a particular social, political, or ideological group to the functioning of the
Underground Railroad; or (3) have a significant. association with a national figure of the
Underground Railroad and his or her Underground Railroad activity.

In order to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, the Duffield Street
and Gold Street buildings would need to retain integrity from the period of significance (between
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the American Revolution and-the end of the Civil War) and meet one or more of the National
Register Criteria, as discussed below:

. .* Beassociated with some event, or represent some broad aspect of the working of the

Underground Railroad locally, statewide, or regionally. (Criterion A);

* Beassociated with local ‘conductors’ who assisted fugitive slaves, such as leaders of local
abolition societies, ministers, and free blacks (Criterion B); or

* Have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory
(Criterion D).

The properties must possess a documentable association with the Underground Railroad.

While some properties in New York City that are listed on the National Register of Historic

- Places have Underground Railroad associations and histories, no building in New York City has
" been determined eligible for listing on the National Register specifically because of a

documented association with the Underground Railroad. In addition, no building within New
York City has been designated as a New York City Landmark by the New York City Landmarks
-Preservation Commission (LPC) solely because of a documented association with the
Underground Railroad. The LPC would evaluate a property for designation in accordance with
the guidelines set forth in the New York City Landmarks Law.

The National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Program of the National Park Service
also has listed criteria for inclusion in the Network to Freedom. Any element nominated to the
Network to Freedom must have a verifiable association to the Underground Railroad. The
association must be verified using professional methods of historical research, documentation,
and interpretation. The application instructions for the Network to Freedom also note that while
the Underground Railroad existed in the context of abolitionism and anti-slavery thought, those
associations alone are not sufficient to include a site, facility, or program in the Network to
Freedom. Participation in the Underground Railroad-—escaping from enslavement or assisting
the freedom seeker—was a violation of the federal fugitive slave acts and hence illegal. Through
their acts of civil disobedience, these individuals demonstrated a higher level of commitment to
the principles of freedom and self-determination. It is this level of commitment that ig

" recognized in the Network to Freedom.

The documentation which supported the nomination of several Underground Railroad sites that
have been listed on the National Register in New York State, specifically residential buildings
that were part of a multiple property nomination entitled “Historic Resources Related to the

. Freedom Trail, Abolitionism, and African American Life in Central New York, 1820-1870,” (the

Orson Ames House, the John B. and Lydia Edwards House, the Hamilton and Rhoda Littlefield

. House, the Edwin W. and Charlotte Clarke House, and the Asa and Caroline Wing House)
~ included:

~:®  Personal letters from John B. Edwards to Gerrit Smith;
‘®  An oral tradition collected in the early 20th century and published in a paper written for the

Daughters of the American Revolution in 1907;
e  An oral tradition passed through a family;
* Asa Wing’s personal diary;
* Signed anti-slavery petitions published in the Friend of Man;
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e A fugitive slave account published in the Friend of Man; and
o Minutes of the Oswego County Antislavery Society.

The Freedom Trail multiple property nomination used as 1-5 rating scale to separate sites that
could be reliably identified as having an association with the Underground Railroad, from those
that could not or required more research. The nomination recommended that only sites that
received a rating of 4 or 5 should be considered sufficiently documented to warrant nomination
to the National Register. (A rating of less than 4 would not eliminate a site from potential
eligibility for the National Register, but such a site would require further investigation.)
According to peer reviewer Judith Wellman, most sites being nominated to the National
Underground Network to Freedom Program or the Heritage Trail program are similarly rated at-a
4 or 5. The Underground Railroad Heritage Trail Designation Documentation Form utilizes this
rating scale for documentation of Underground Railroad or anti-slavery involvement. It is
possible that such a rating scale could be used to evaluate the Duffield Street and Gold Street
buildings.

The Freedom Trail rating system was as follows:

1. Probably not involved. Local tradition may associate this site with the Underground Railroad,
but there is no other evidence linking people and events connected with this site to abolitionism,
African-American life, or the freedom trail.

2. Some possibility of involvement. An owner’s name may have appeared on a list of people who
attended a county anti-slavery convention or signed an anti-slavery petition, for cxample, but
there is no documentary evidence for long-term, consistent involvement with abolitionism and
no clear evidence of association with the Underground Railroad. ‘

3. Quite possibly involved. Considerable evidence of owner’s consistent, long-term commtment
to abolitionism, but no positive evidence of Underground Railroad involvement. ‘

4. Almost certainly involved. Considerable documentary evidence of owners’ or residents’
abolitionist activity, and strong local association of the site (often carried through oral tradition)
with the Underground Railroad. In the case of homes of fugitives, local association and oral
tradition may have been lost. Census or cemetery records that list place of birth in a southern
state or Canada strongly suggests that these African-Amerjcans were born in slavery.

5. Certainly involved. Strong local association of the person or site (often carried through oral
tradition) with the Underground Railroad, combined with primary evidence—recorded by
someone directly involved—that directly links the person or site with the Underground
Railroad."*

INTEGRITY

The following definition of integrity is taken from the Underground Railroad Resources in the
United States Theme Study. ' :

Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance. The National Historic Landmark
and National Register criteria recognize seven aspects that define integrity: location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. For National Historic Landmark
designation, a property must possess these aspects to a high degree and the property must retain
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the essential physical features that enable it to convey its historic significance. For National
Register listing, a property must possess several, and usually most, of these aspects. To assess
integrity, one must 1) define the essential physical features that must be present to a high degree
for a property to represent its significance; 2) determine whether the essential physical features

- are apparent enough to convey the property’s significance; and 3) compare the property with

similar properties in the nationally significant theme.

G. CONCLUSIONS

A summary of the potential for the Duffield Street and Gold Street properties to have

associations with the Underground Railroad is discussed below by address. The properties are

..assigned ratings based on the Freedom Trail rating system, and conclusions regarding their
~ potential eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Places or as National Historic

Landmarks are noted. Information regarding the potential connections of the owners and
residents of the properties are also summarized.

As summarized below, the information on the properties, owners, and residents identified
through the research process and the oral tradition collection effort did not conclusively
document the presence of Underground Railroad activity at the subject properties, although one
property—227 Duffield Street—is associated with a family with well-documented abolitionist
ties. It is important to note, however, that while a good faith research effort has been conducted
to leamn as much as possible about the subject properties and their potential Underground
Railroad associations, the nature of this type of research means that more information could be
unearthed in the future which could change the rankings provided below.

It is acknowledged that the city of New York, the former city and now borough of Brooklyn, and
the neighborhood of Downtown Brooklyn played vital roles in the abolitionist and Underground
Railroad movements. This research report has identified a need for greater education of the
public about the historical significance of the Underground Railroad, and research to identify,
document, and interpret sites that have a verifiable association to the Underground Railroad and
New York’s abolitionist history. It is anticipated that the information provided in this report

- could be the basis of a subsequent effort to prepare a walking tour or other interpretive guide
- documenting such sites in Downtown Brooklyn and the borough as a whole. Such a walking
~tour—ideally developed in conjunction with members of the local community, as well as
;-institutions and individuals with relevant expertise—could incorporate on-site signage and an

accompanying exhibit to highlight and commemorate the Underground Railroad in Downtown
Brooklyn. The potential audience could encompass a diversity of people ranging from those who
may first learn of the Underground Railroad from this experience to those with considerable
knowledge about this subject.

223 DUFFIELD STREET

This property is assigned a rating of 1 (probably not involved). Although there are potential
name matches with members of Siloam Presbyterian Church (Edward, Anna, and Emma Smith),

-which has been réported to have supported the Underground Railroad, these are common names

and therefore the likelihood of any of the listings being a match with the Duffield Street
residents is diminished. In addition, given the young age of Edward, Anna, and Emma Smith
during their tenancy of 223 Duffield Street, it is considered unlikely that they were involved with
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abolitionist or Underground Railroad activities during that time, particularly as no records of
such activity have been identified for their parents. Ira Perego, owner of 223 Duffield Street
from 1858 until 1868, and his son Ira Jr. are noted as members of the Sands Street Methodist
Episcopal Church. The Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church is not known to have contained
an abolitionist congregation or participated in the Underground Railroad, though it is reported
that there was an anti-slavery community within the church.

None of the collected oral traditions directly relate to the owners or residents of 223 Duffield
Street during the period of significance, or their heirs. The collected oral traditions do reference
Duffield Street in general as being active in Undefground Railroad activities, as well as the
existence of a tunnel linking the buildings on Duffield Street (including 223 Duffield Street) and
the use of such tunnel for the transportation and protection of freedom seekers. As noted above,
the potential existence of such tunnel has not been verified by any documentary sources. The
oral traditions also illustrate how the proximity of Duffield Street to African Amencan and
abolitionist churches, African American settlements, and businesses that employed African
Americans created an enviromment that would have supported Underground Railroad activity.

223 Duffield Street does not appear to be eligible for National Historic Landmark status, as it
has not been found to be connected with a nationally significant event or to have a significant
association with a national figure of the Underground Railroad and his/her Underground
Railroad activity. The property does not appear to be eligible for listing on the National Register
of Historic Places. In order to be eligible for listing on the Register, the property would need to
meet one or more of the National Register criteria and retain integrity from the period of
significance. The building does not retain integrity from the period of significance. It appears to
have been raised from two to three stories in the 1880s (based on nineteenth-century tax
records); the original wood cladding has been covered or replaced with aluminum siding; the
wooden extension (possibly a porch) on the front fagade has been removed and replaced by a 2-
story addition constructed between 1915 and 1938; and a large 1-story rear extension that
extends almost to the rear property line was also built between these years.

As 223 Duffield Street and its owners and residents have not been found to have a documentable
association with an Underground Railroad event or local ‘conductor;’ represent some broad
aspect of the working of the Underground Railroad locally, statewide, or regionally; or to have
yielded or be likely-to yield, information important in history or prehistory, it does not meet this
threshold. .

225 DUFFIELD STREET

This property is assigned a rating of 1 (probably not involved). As the Sands Street- Methodist
Episcopal Church is not known to have contained an abolitionist congregation or participated in
the Underground Railroad—though it is reported that there was an anti-slavery community
within the church—no connotation is drawn from the name match of Nathaniel Bonnel. A
Gideon Mapes signed an anti-abolitionist petition published in the New York Times. This might
be the same person as “Gideon Mapes,” the owner of. 225 Duffield Street from 1866 through
1867, and as there is only one listing for a Gideon Mapes in the Brooklyn city directories from
1848-1871, it is presumed that this listing is a match. However, the signing of the petition, and
the rejection of John Brown’s raid, is not the same as a pro-slavery endorsement, and this name
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match is not considered to provide significant information in regard to potential Underground
Railroad activities.

None of the collected oral traditions directly relate to the owners or residents of 225 Duffield
Street during the period of significance, or their heirs. The collected oral traditions do reference
Duffield Street in general as being active in Underground Railroad activities, as well as the
existence of a tunnel linking the buildings on Duffield Street (including 225 Duffield Street) and
the use of such tunnel for the transportation and protection of freedom seekers. As noted above,
the potential existence of such tunnel has not been verified by any documentary sources. The
oral traditions also illustrate how the proximity of Duffield Street to African American and
abolitionist churches, African American settlements, and businesses that employed African
Americans created an environment that would have supported Underground Railroad activity.

225 Duffield Street does not appear to be eligible for National Historic Landmark status, as it is
not connected with a nationally significant event and does not have a significant association with
a national figire of the Underground Railroad and his/her Underground Railroad activity. The
property does not appear to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. In
order to be eligible for listing on the Register, it would need to retain integrity from the period of
significance, which it does not, as the original house has been replaced by a 20th century
structure. The original house on this lot was replaced ca. 1941, based on demolition and new
building permits, by the current 2-story concrete structure. The cellar-level walls of the current
structure have been significantly altered, concealing any potential evidence of 19th century
construction.

227 DUFFIELD STREET

While the Truesdell’s level of involvement in abolitionism during their residence on Duffield
Strect is unclear in the documentary record, given their long-term commitment to abolitionism,

‘their property was assigned a rating of 3 (quite possibly involved, considerable evidence of

owner’s consistent, long-term commitment to abolitionism, but no positive evidence of
Underground Railroad involvement). There is considerable evidence of Harriet and Thomas
Truesdell’s consistent involvement in the abolitionist movement, but no positive, documentary
source evidence has been identified of Underground Railroad involvement, including evidence
to verify the oral tradition described by one interviewee. No documentary source evidence has
yet been identified that Harriet Truesdell was involved in the abolitionist movement during her
tenancy at 227 Duffield Street. No documentary source evidence that Mary Truesdell
Frederickson or Charles Frederickson assisted Elizabeth Harrs in escaping to Canada, or that
Elizabeth Harris was a freedom seeker, has been identified to verify the oral tradition described
by Joy Chatel. Thomas Truesdell’s support of abolitionism while at 227 Duffield Street was of a

‘passive nature. This property would not merit a rating of 4 (almost certainly involved), since

there is no considerable documentary evidence or strong local oral tradition of a direct
association of the site to local Underground Railroad activities. As described below, there is one
oral tradition"that links the residents of the site to local Underground Railroad activities;
however, certain' elements of the oral tradition cannot be corroborated, or conflict, with
documentary ‘sources; the individuals and/or records that would create a linkage between the
Truesdell family and the Jacobs and Chatel families as the carriers of this oral tradition have not
yet been identified; and the other collected oral traditions do not reference this specific
association.
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227 Duffield Street does not appear to be eligible for National Historic Landmark status, as it
has not been found to be connected with a nationally significant event or have a significant
association with a national figure of the Underground Railroad and his‘her Underground
Railroad activity. The property does not appear to be eligible for listing on the National Register
of Historic Places. In order to be eligible for listing on the Register, it would need to retain
integrity from the period of significance, which it does not. The property would also need to
meet one or more of the National Register criteria. The wooden extension (possibly a porch) on
the front facade has been removed and replaced by a 2-story brick addition constructed between
1915 and 1938, and the wooden extension on the rear fagade has also been removed.

The Truesdeils, who lived at 227 Duffield Street from 1851 until 1863 and whose family owned
the building until 1921, participated in various ways in the abolitionist movement. Although
Harriet Truesdell and Juliana Tappan both attended the Anti-Slavery Convention of American
Women in Philadelphia, no further connection between these women could be identified, and
Juliana Tappan is not known to have been involved with the Underground Railroad. In addition,
Hammiet Truesdell’s participation in this event dates from her residency in Providence, Rhode
Island, rather than on Duffield Street.

Elizabeth Harris, noted in the 1855 census as black, lived in the household of Harriet and
Thomas Truesdell, at least ca. 1855. An Eliza Harris is noted as a2 member of Shiloh Presbyterian
Church in 1844. This is close to the name of “Elizabeth Harris.” However, Elizabeth Harris was
noted as being 19 years old in the census, which would make her 8 years old in 1844; she was
also noted as having been in Brooklyn for two years. Therefore, it is considered unlikely that the
membership listing for Elizabeth Harris is a2 match to the Duffield Street resident.

The name Daniel Lord, the attorney who owned the 227, 233, and 235 Duffield Street lots from
1847 to 1848 before they were developed, was identified in a number of locations, including a

- call to the People of the State of New York on the Nebraska Perfidy and Slavery Aggression
(1854); a speech at a meeting denouncing the perpetrator of an assault on Senator Sumner by
Preston S. Brooks; and a memorial to the Senate and House of Representatives, stating that
states should have the right to regulate the matter of slavery in their borders, including the rights
secured by the constitution to the delivery of fugitives. He also represented a Confederacy
defendant in the United States v. Schooner Savannah, a piracy case during the Civil War, and the
southern section of the Methodist Episcopal Church in a suit against the northern section of the
church, on a property settlement case resulting from the separation of the church on the issue of
slavery. The various listings identified seem to present contradictory information on Daniel
Lord’s potential abolitionist sympathies, and therefore are not considered to be conclusive. No
evidence of involvement in the Underground Railroad has been identified for Mr. Lord. In any
case, Mr. Lord does not appear to have owned or occupied any of these buildings after their
development; he is listed in New York City directories from 1848-1868 as having a residence in
Manhattan. In addition, his ownership of the properties was for a very brief time.

One of the oral traditions coliected references the Truesdell family. (The Truesdell family is also
mentioned tangentially in two other interviews, but not in reference to a specific oral tradition.)
The described oral tradition passed through Albert Chatel, Vera Jacobs Chatel, and Hannah and
Harry Jacobs, as well as a local community member (Fred Laverpool), and notes Truesdell
family participation in Underground Railroad activities. The oral tradition references Elizabeth
Harris, who is listed in the 1855 New York census as an African American servant at 227
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Dufﬁela Street, as a freedom seeker who leaves Brooklyn in 1857 for Nova Scotia with the

- assistance of Mary Truesdell Frederickson and Charles Frederickson. The oral tradition also

links Harriet Lee Truesdell to Juliana Tappan, Lewis Tappan, and William Harned, as well as to
ongoing abolitionist activity while at 227 Duffield Street. As described above, certain elements
of the oral tradition cannot be corroborated, or conflict, with documentary sources. In addition,
the individuals and/or records that would create 2 linkage between the Truesdell family and the
Jacobs and Chatel families as the carriers of this oral tradition have not yet been identified. It is
possible that the 19th century records held by and requested of one of the interviewees may
establish this linkage. As mentioned above, contact was made with Paul E. Truesdell, Jr—the
great-grandson of Thomas Truesdell and his second wife, Janet Margery Gunn—who is active in
researching his family’s genealogy. To Mr. Truesdell’s knowledge, there are no family oral

_ traditions related to the Truesdell family’s poténtial involvement in the Underground Railroad.

; The other collected oral traditions reference Duffield Street in general as being active in

Underground Railroad activities, as well as the existence of a tunnel linking the buildings on
Duffield Street (including 225 Duffield Street) and the use of such tunnel for the transportation
and protection of freedom seekers. As noted above, the potential existence of such tunnel has not
been verified by any documentary sources. The oral traditions also illustrate how the proximity
of Duffield Street to African American and abolitionist churches, African American settlements,
and businesses that employed African Americans created an environment that would have
supported Underground Railroad activity.

231 DUFFIELD STREET

This property is assigned a rating of 2 (some possibility of involvement, but no documentary
evidence for long-term, consistent involvement with abolitionism and no clear evidence of
association with the Underground Railroad). As the Seventh Presbyterian Church is not known
to have been abolitionist, nor is it reported to have been a station on the Underground Railroad,
no connotation is drawn from the name match of John A. Ackley. It is considered unlikely that
the membership listing a Mr. Hunter at Siloam Presbyterian Church is a match with the Robert
Hunter who lived on Duffield Street. Peter and Mary Hawes are presumed to have been

" members of Plymouth Church from March 1860 to February 1872. However, their involvement

with the church postdates their tenancy of 231 Duffield Street; there is no evidence of
involvement with the church or abolitionist activities during their tenancy on Duffield Street;

' and there is no documentary evidence of long-term, consistent involvemnent with abolitionism

and no clear evidence of association with the Underground Railroad for the Hawes family. No
documentary source evidence has been identified to verify the oral tradition described Jason
Donegan. No significance has been derived from Sophia and George Hilles’s employment in the

. Hawes household.

231 Duitield Street does not appear to be eligible for National Historic Landmark status, as it is
not connected with a nationally significant event and does not have a si gnificant association with
a national figure of the Underground Railroad and his/her Underground Railroad activity. The
property does:not appear to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. In

~ order to be cligible for listing on the Register, it would need to retain mntegrity from the period of

significance, which it does not. The property would also need to meet one or more of the
National Register criteria. A 1-story front extension was built between 1950 and 1969, and at the
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rear facade, a large opening has been created at the first-floor level and is enclosed by a roll-
down metal grate.

231 Duffield Street and its owners and residents have not been found to represent some broad
aspect of the working of the Underground Railroad locally, statewide, or regionally, or to have
yielded or be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory. Although Peter and
Mary Hawes appear to have been members of Plymouth Church, their involvement with the
church postdates their tenancy of 231 Duffield Street; there is no evidence of involvement with
the church or abolitionist activities during their tenancy on Duffield Street; and there is no
documentary evidence of long-term, consistent involvement with abolitionism and no clear
evidence of association with the Underground Railroad for the Hawes family. Therefore, 231
Duffield Street does not meet this threshold.

John A. Ackley is noted as a member received into Seventh Presbyterian Church in December
1827. This is the same name as “John A. Ackley,” who appears to have built the house at 231
Duffield Street and owned its lot-from 1850-1853. There is only one listing for a John Ackley in
the Brooklyn city directories from 1848 until his death in 1853; therefore, it is assumed that this
listing is a match. As discussed above, the church hasnot been reported to have been abolitionist
or a station on the Underground Railroad. Therefore, no connotation is drawn from this name

match.

The oral tradition collected from Jason Donegan references the Hawes family. The described
oral tradition passed through Albert and Vera Jacobs Chatel, and notes the family’s membership
at Plymouth Church. The individuals and/or records that would create a linkage between the
Hawes family and the Chatel family as the carriers of this oral tradition have not yet been
identified. It is possible that the 19th century records held by and requested of one of the
interviewees may establish this linkage.

The other collected oral traditions directly relate to the owners or residents of 231 Duffield
Street during the period of significance, or their heirs. The collected oral traditions do reference
Duffield Street in general as being active in Underground Railroad activities, as well as the
existence of a tunnel linking the buildings on Duffield Street (including 231 Duffield Street) and
the use of such tunnel for the transportation and protection of freedom seekers. As noted above,
the potential existence of such tunnel has not been verified by any documentary sources. The
oral traditions also illustrate how the proximity of Duffield- Street to African American and
abolitionist churches, African American settlements, and businesses that employed African
Americans created an environment that would have supported Underground Railroad activity.

233 DUFFIELD STREET

This property is assigned a rating of 2 (some possibility of involvement, but no documentary
evidence for long-term, consistent involvement with abolitionism and no clear evidence of
association with the Underground Railroad). There are two potential name matches with the
membership listings of Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church, and three potential name matches
with the membership listings of Plymouth-Church. However; given that these names (William
Jones, Charles Lewis, Mary Clark, Mary Foster, and Thomas Edwards) are common, it is not
certain that these listings are matches, and no inferences can be drawn. The potential name
match of Carrie Foster with the Brooklyn Friends Meeting House is tenuous. The potential name
match with a subscriber to the National Anti-Slavery Standard is considered unlikely to be a
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match. The name matches for Reverends John Crawford and Francis Peck and the potential
name match for Mr. Clem are not considered to be of note, as the Washington Street Methodist
Episcopal Church and St. Mark’s Church are not known to have been abolitionist, nor are they
reported to have been stations on the Underground Railroad. No significance is drawn from
Daniel Lord’s brief ownership of 227 Duffield Street. The property would not merit a rating of 3
because there is no considerable evidence of an owner’s or resident’s consistent, long-term
commitment to abolitionism.

233 Duffield Street does not appear to be eligible for National Historic Landmark status, as it is
not connected with a nationally significant event and does not have a significant association with
a national figure of the Underground Railroad and his/her Underground Railroad activity.

The property does not appear to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places
in relation to the Underground Railroad. In order for the property to be eligible for listing on the
Repisters in relation to the Underground Railroad, it would need to retain integrity from the
period of significance and meet one or more of the National Register criteria. As 233 Duffield
Street and its owners and residents have not been found to have a documentable association with
an Underground Railroad event or local ‘conductor;’ represent some broad aspect of the working
of the Underground Railroad locally, statewide, or regionally; or to have yielded or be likely to
yield, information important in history or prehistory, it does not meet this threshold.

Reverend John Crawford, who is noted in Brooklyn city directories as residing at 233 Duffield
Street ca. 1862-1864, is noted as a pastor of the Washington Street Methodist Episcopal Church
from ca 1851-1853. However, this church is not known to have been abolitionist, nor is it
reported to have been a station on the Underground Railroad. Therefore, no connotation is drawn
from this listing.

The name Daniel Lord, the attomey who owned the 227, 233, and 235 Dufficld Street lots from
1847 to 1848 before they were developed, was identified in a number of locations. The various
listings identified seem to present contradictory information on Daniel Lord’s potential
abolitionist sympathies, and therefore are not considered to be conclusive. No evidence of
involvement.in the Underground Railroad has been identified for Mr. Lord. In any case, Mr.
Lord does not appear to have owned or occupied any of these buildings after their development;
he is listed in New York City directories from 1848-1868 as having a residence in Manhattan. In
addition, his ownership of the properties was for a very brief time.

Although Carlviti Smith-—a former tenant of 233 Duffield Street—and Georgia Ware were
1dentified as carriers of oral traditions in several interviews, these oral traditions do not reference
or have traceable linkages to any of the owners or residents of 233 Duffield Street during the
period of significance, or their heirs. The collected oral traditions do reference Duffield Street in
general as being active in Underground Railroad activities, as well as the existence of artifacts
from 233 Duffield Street that may date from the period of significance, and the existence of a
tunnel linking the buildings on Duffield Street (including 233 Duffield Street) and the use of
such tunnel for the transportation and protection of freedom seekers. The oral traditions also
illustrate how the.proximity of Duffield Street to African American and abolitionist chuirches,
African American settlements, and businesses that employed African Americans created an
environment that would have supported Underground Railroad activity. As noted above, the
potential existence of such tunnel has not been verified by any documentary sources. No relevant
artifacts dating from the period of significance are known to currently exist at this property.
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235 DUFFIELD STREET

This property is assigned a rating of 2 (some possibility of involvement, but no documentary
evidence for long-term, consistent involverment with .abolitionism and no clear evidence of
association with the Underground Railroad). There are two potential name matches with the
membership listings of Lafayette Avenue Presbytertan Church and Plymouth Church; however,
as noted above, only the membership listing for Mrs. H.G. Nichols at St. Ann’s Church is
considered probable. In addition, as the Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church is not known
to have contained an abolitionist congregation or act as an Underground Railroad station—
though it is reported that there was an anti-slavery community within the church—the potential
name match of William Walsh is not considered to be of note. There is no documentary evidence
of long-term, consistent involvement with abolitionism and no clear evidence of an association
with the Underground Railroad for Mrs. Henry G. Nichols. No significance is drawn from
Daniel Lord’s brief ownership of 227 Duffield Street. The property would not merit a rating of 3
because there is no considerable evidence of an owner’s or resident’s consistent, long-term
commitment to abolitionism.

235 Duffield Street does not appear to be eligible for National Historic Landmark status, as it is
not connected with a nationally significant event and does not have a significant association with
a national figure of the Underground Railroad and his/her Underground Railroad activity. The
property does not appear to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. In
order to be eligible for listing on the Register, it would need to retain integrity from the period of
significance, which it does not. The property would also need to meet one or more of the
National Register criteria. It appears to have been raised from two to three stories in the 1880s,
based on nineteenth-century tax records. The building has been refaced in brick and a modest
bay front, cornice, and large 2-story (with basement) rear extension extending almost to the rear
property line have been added. The rear extension appears to have been added between 1904 and
1915, based on the Sanborn maps from those years.

Mrs. H.G. Nichols is noted as a member of St. Ann’s Church, joining in September 1843. This
could be the wife of “Henry G. Nichols,” who is noted with a residence at 235 Duffield Street
from ca. 1852-1855. There is only one Henry Nichols listed in Brooklyn city directories from
1848-1871; therefore, it is probable that this membership listing is a match.

The name Daniel Lord, the attorney who owned the 227, 233, and 235 Duffield Street lots from
1847 to 1848 before they were developed, was identified in a number of locations. The various
listings identified seem to present contradictory information on Daniel Lord’s potential
abolitionist sympathies, and therefore are not considered to be conclusive. In any case, Mr. Lord
does not appear to have owned or occupied any of these buildings after their development; he is
listed in New York City directories from 1848-1868 as having a residence in Manhattan. In
addition, his ownership of the properties was for a very brief time.

None of the collected oral traditions directly relate to the owners or residents of 235 Duffield
Street during the period of significance, or their heirs. The collected oral traditions do reference
Duffield Street in general as being active in Underground Railroad activities, as well as the
existence of a tunnel linking the buildings on Duffield Street (including 235 Duffield Street) and
the use of such tunnel for the transportation and protection of freedom seekers. As noted above,
the potential existence of such tunnel has not been verified by any documentary sources. The
oral traditions also illustrate how the proximity of Duffield Street to African American and
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abolitionist churches, African American settlements, and businesses that employed African
Americans created an environment that would have supported Underground Railroad activity.

436 GOLD STREET/ALBEE SQUARE

This property is assigned a rating of 1 (probably not involved). There are two probable name
matches with the membership listings of St. Ann’s Church and First Presbyterian Church.
However, as Mrs. E. Sackett was removed as a communicant before 1845, it is not certain that
this listing is a match, and Samuel Fleet may have been a member of the group that withdrew
from the congregation of First Presbyterian Church during Reverend Cox’s pastorate, these
listings are not considered to be significant in linking the site to abolitionism or to local

* Underground Railroad activities. In addition, while the price paid by Emeline Sackett in 1865 for
* the lot suggests-it was already developed, it is considered possible that the structure was built

3

after Samuel Fleet’s death in 1864 and before the surveyor’s map of August 1865. If so, the
house would date to after the period of significance. In any case, neither Samuel Fleet nor
Emeline Sackett lived at 436 Duffield Strect after its development.

436 Gold Street does not appear to be eligible for National Historic Landmark status, as it is not
connected with a nationally significant event and does not have a significant association with a
national figure of the Underground Railroad and his/her Underground Railroad activity. The
property does not appear to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. In
order to be eligible for listing on the Register, it would need to retain integrity from the period of
significance, which it does not. The property would also need to meet one or more of the
National Register criteria. At some point, presumably in the late 19th century, it appears that the
building on the lot was raised from two and a half stories to three stories, and possibly the
current bay was installed on its front fagade at the same time.

Samuel Fleet is listed as a signor of a letter to David Leavitt, dated January 30, 1839, dealing
with the schism in the congregation of the First Presbyterian Church that occurred during
Reverend Cox’s pastorate; he seems to have been a member of the group that withdrew from the
congregation. This is the same.name as “Samuel Fleet,” who owned the land on which the 436
Gold Street building was ultimately developed. Brooklyn city directories only list one Samuel
Fleet from 1848-until his death in 1864; therefore, it is presumed that this listing is a match.

. None of the collected oral traditions directly relate to the owners or residents of 436 Gold
. Street/Albee Square during the period of significance, or their heirs. The collected oral traditions

do not reference Gold Street in general as being active in Underground Railroad activities;

. however, they do reference the existence of a tunnel linking the buildings on Duffield Street,

which may extend onto Gold Street, and the use of such tunnel for the transportation and
protection of freedom seekers. As noted above, the potential existence of such tunnel has not
been verified by any documentary sources. The oral traditions also illustrate how the proximity
of Duffield Street to African American and abolitionist churches, African American settlements,
and businesses that employed African Americans created an environment that would have

supported Unde’t‘:éfround Railroad activity.

§-27



Executive Summary
Research Report on the Potential Underground Railroad Associations of
the Duffield Street and Gold Street Properties in Downtown Brooklyn

ENDNOTES

' Downtown Brooklyn Development Final Environmental Impact Statement, CEQR #03DMEOI 6K, April 2004.

2 Siebert, Wilbur H. The Underpround Railroad from Slavery to Freedom. 1898. Reprint, New York: Russell & Russell, 1967, pp.
35,71, 113.

* “Digging into a Historic Rivalry,” Smithsonfan Magazine, February 2004; www.miltonhouse.org.

* Fruehling, Byron D. and Robert H. Smith, “Subterrancan Hideaways of the Underground Railroad in Ohio: An Architectural,
Archaeological and Historical Critique of Local Traditions.” Ohio History, Volume 102, p. 98-117.

* Sydney Howard Gay Papers, ca. 1837-1886. Special Collections, New York Public Library.
8 The Liberator, April 18, 1835.

7 The Liberator, October 27, 1837,

® hitp://petjr.crosswinds.net/GENE/

? Strother, Horatio T. The Underground Railroad in Connecticut. Middletown, Connecticut: Wesleyan University Press, 1962, p. 30-
34,

¥ “pinutes and Proceedings of the First Annual Convention of the People of Color.” The Liberator, Octaber 22, 1831.

" Hearne's 1859-1860 Brooklyn City Directory [from website: htip://www.bklyn-genealogy-info.com/Directory/185%index.html];
Stiles, Henry R. ed. The Civil, political, professional and ecclesiastical history and commercial and industrial record of the county of
Kings and the city of Brookiyn, NY.: from 1683 to 1884. New York: W.W. Munsell, 1884, p. 809; “In Memory of Father Jocelyn.”
New York Times, September 22, 1879.

12 paul E. Truesdell, Jr., personal communication to Jennifer Moris, October 26, 2004,
1* National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Application (OMB#1024-0232) Instructions.

" Semnett, Milton C., et. al. Draft Multiple Property Nomination, Historic Resources Related to the Freedom Trail, Abolitionism, and
African American Life_in Central New York, 1820-1870.

§5-28

N I Gh R TN N O . O S T e



'

Research Report on the Potential Underground Railroad Associations
of the Duffield Street and Gold Street Properties in Downtown Brooklyn

A. INTRODUCTION

This research report describes the physical site characteristics of the buildings on Duffield Street
and Gold Street in Downtown Brooklyn; the historic records research conducted and oral

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD IN DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN

The Underground Railroad refers to the efforts of enslaved African-Americans to gain their

railroad, but a network of safe houses and individuals who helped slaves escape to freedom. It
was a clandestine operation that began during the colonial period, later became part of organized
abolitionist activity in the 19th century, and reached its peak in the period 1830-1865. 1t is
estimated that approximately 100,000 persons in North America successfully escaped slavery
between 1790 and 1860. Homes and businesses where freedom seekers could rest and eat were
called “‘stations” and were run by “stationmasters;” those who contributed money or goods to the
cause were “stockholders;” and the “conductor” moved fugitive slaves from one station to the
next. Fugitive slaves were known as “packages” or “freight.”

New Jersey, New York, and New England. Another €scape route pattern extended from
Kentucky, across to Ilinois and Indiana. In the aftermath of the Fugitive Slave Act, New York
City was believed to have been more active in the harboring and moving through of freedom
seckers using the Hudson River as a way of traveling northward to Albany, Syracuse, and
Rochester to Canada.® The most direct route between two points was not necessarily the
deciding factor in determining the course of flight from slavery or the placement of assistance
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Brooklyn, in particular Downtown Brooklyn, was active in the abolitionist movement and in the
Underground Railroad. A brief description of the individuals and sites reported to have been

involved in these movements 1s provided below.

A number of churches in the Downtown Brooklyn and surrounding area have been reported to
have connections with the Underground Railroad, either as sites of active abolitionist
movements or having served as stations on the Underground Railroad. These sites include
Plymouth Church (now Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims) in Brooklyn Heights; Lafayette
Avenue Presbyterian Church in Fort Greene; Bridge Street African Wesleyan Methodist
Episcopal (AWME) Church—the first African American congregation in Brooklyn—Siloam
Presbytenian Church, and Concord Baptist Church, all of which are no longer extant at their
original locations in Downtown Brooklyn; and Brooklyn Friends Meeting House. Figure 1
presents the approximate location of these churches.

In addition, a number of persons prominently associated with the abolitionist movement and/or
Underground Railroad activities, including several pastors of the churches noted above, lived in
the Downtown Brooklyn area. These individuals include Reverend Henry Ward Beecher,
Reverend Samuel Hanson Cox, Reverend Theodore L. Cuyler, Reverend Amos N. Freeman,
Reverend James N. Gloucester, William Harned, Reverend J.W.C. Pennington, Reverend
Charles B. Ray, and Lewis Tappan. Where possible, the approximate residential or church
location of these individuals is presented in Figure 1. '

Reverend Henry Ward Beecher was the first pastor of Plymouth Church in Brooklyn Heights
(see discussion below) and a leader in the anti-slavery movement. He initiated the tactic of
“auctioning” slaves to purchase their freedom in 1848. Beecher’s fund-raising drive to purchase
rifles to arm the antislavery forces in the territories of Kansas and Nebraska was well publicized,
and the arms were later dubbed ‘“Beecher’s Bibles.” He edited the New York Independent and

later founded and edited the Christian Union (1870).

Reverend Samuel Hanson Cox was the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Brooklyn from
1837 until 1854. He was a prominent abolitionist, and his outspoken opposition to slavery led to
vandalism of the Laight Street Presbyterian Church in Manhattan, in 1834.” His home was also
vandalized, and he was reportedly burned in effigy as far away as Charleston, South Carolina.*
He also took a leading part in the foundation of the University of the City of New York’ ‘

Reverend Theodore L. Cuyler was the pastor of the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church in
Brooklyn from 1860 until 1890. He was an abolitionist and frequent correspondent to the New
York Evangelist. As noted below, Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church is reported to have
been a station on the Underground Railroad.

Reverend Amos N. Freeman joined Siloam Presbyterian Church in 1852, and under his pastorate
the church was reported to have been a station on the Underground Railroad. He is also noted by
Still as a conductor on the Underground Railroad and was involved with the freedom journey of
Ann Maria Weems.® Freeman succeeded Henry Highland Gamet as president of the African
Civilization Society, recruited men for the Union Army, and delivered the eulogy for Lewis
Tappan at his death.” Christiana Taylor Williams, Amos Freeman's wife, was a major figure in
the Association for the Benefit of Colored Orphans that advised and assisted the Colored Orphan
Asylum in New York City with its Quaker and abolitionist governing board.?

Reverend James Newton Gloucester was the founder of the Siloam Presbyterian Church in
Brooklyn. His father, John G. Gloucester, was the founder of African American Presbyterianism

]
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in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. As described below, Siloam Presbyterian Church established a
fund for the Underground Railroad while under Gloucester’s leadership. James Gloucester also
was a contributor to John Browrn.

William Harned was a close associate of Lewis Tappan, publisher of 2 number of anti-slavery
pamphlets, officer of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, and treasurer of the New
York State Vigilance Committee (an active Underground Railroad organization) in the late
1840s and early 1850s. He is known to have assisted in the joumneys of at least two freedom
seekers; he assisted Paul Edmonson in gaining the freedom of his daughters Mary Jane and
Emily Catherine Edmondson, was involved in the effort to recover Joseph Belt from kidnappers,
and worked to raise money to free Emily Russell and her sisters.” He conducted most of his
business in Lower Manhattan, first at 22 Spruce Street, then 61 John Street and 48 Beekman
Street. He also raised money to defend William Chaplain, who was a conductor on the
Underground Railroad who had been imprisoned for his participation.'®

Reverend James William Charles (J.W.C.) Pennington was bom a slave in Maryland, escaped in
1827 and settled in Brooklyn in 1829." He conducted the wedding of Frederick Douglass, was
the founder and president of the Union Missionary Society, and formed the Legal Rights
Association in New York City with the Dr. James McCune Smith and Reverend Henry Highland
Garnet. Pennington was also a pastor at Shiloh Presbyterian Church, and is listed by Seibert as a
notable Underground Railroad conductor.'?

Reverend Charles B. Ray, an ardent abolitionist and conductor on the Underground Railroad, is
reported to have smuggled freedom seekers through Brooklyn and Plymouth Church.” As
documented in the Liberator, Ray was driven off the Wesleyan campus by pro-slavery students
and came to New York City to continue his studies for the ministry; however, he maintained
connections to abolitionists in New England.™

Arthur and Lewis Tappan were prominent abolitionists, funders and supporters of the
Underground Railroad, and founders of Oberlin College. Lewis Tappan, like Amos Freedman,
reportedly assisted in the freedom journey of Ann Maria Weems, and Arthur Tappan's store at
122 Pearl Street in Manhattan has been reported as a possible Underground Railroad station.'
The brothers helped form the American Anti-Slavery Society, and were part of the split that
formed the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society in 1840.'® Lewis Tappan moved from
Manhattan to 68 Pierrepont Street in Brooklyn after his home was destroyed in an anti-
abolitionist riot of 1834. Lewis Tappan funded the Emancipator and was closely involved with
the Amistad case."” Juliana Tappan, the daughter of Lewis Tappan, was one of the managers in
the Ladies New York City Anti-Slavery Society (1836); she also attended the Anti-Slavery
Convention of American Women in Philadelphia in May 1838."

Figure 1 also notes the approximate location of Brooklyn contributors to the National Anti-
Slavery Standard (ca. 1848-1859), officers of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society
(ca. 1840-1855), as well as, where possible, the individuals described below (see Table 1 for
reference numbers): :

¢ Henry C. Bowen, son-in-law of Lewis Tappan, helped to found Plymouth Church;
* Lydia Maria Child was an editor of the National Anti-Slavery Standard; "’

* Reverend Samuel Cornish was a founder of the Colored American magazine, a member of
the New York Vigilance Committee, and an officer of the American and Foreign Anti-
Slavery Society;*”
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e Robert H. Cousins, a member of the High Street AWME Church when it moved to Bridge
Street (and changed its name) in 1854, harbored freedom seeker Thomas H. Jones and his
family in 1849;'

e Reverend Eli Hall was an abolitionist;

e James Hamlet was arrested in violation of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850;”

o Reverend George Hogarth, another deacon in 1832 of the High Street AWME Church, was
an abolitionist and associate of Samuel Ringgold Ward; he, Henry C. Thompson, and
George Woods were also contributors to Freedom s Journal,®

e Isaac H. Hunter, who had purchased his freedom from his master, was compelled to leave
North Carolina for New York because of an 1826 act and later purchased his wife and six
children;*

s Martha Mott Lord was the daughter of the abolitionist and Underground Railroad operative
Lucretia Mott;

e Croyden Sperry was an officer of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society;?

s Henry C. Thompson, a free African American from whom James Weeks purchased the land
that would become Weeksville, was the second president of the Brooklyn African Woolman
Benevolent Society and a deacon (in 1832) of the High Street AWME Church;

e Mary and James Tredwell (alternately listed as Treadwell) harbored the daughter of freedom
secker Harriet Jacob, Louisa, circa 1842;%

o Adrian Van Sinderen gave freedom seeker Reverend J.W.C. Pennington a jobas a
coachman;” and

e  William J. Wilson, also known as “Ethiop,” was a teacher and Brooklyn’s correspondent to
the black and abolitionist press, often writing under his pseudonym;”® he was also a
contributor to the National Anti-Slavery Standard in 1853.

Prominent abolitionists further away, in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, included Armstrong Archer,
William Hodges, Willis Augustus Hodges, Maria Stewart, and Thomas Van Rensselaer.
Armstrong Archer was a delegate to the 1840 New York State Convention for Negro Suffrage.
William Hodges was imprisoned in Virginia on charges of forging “frec papers” for fugitive
slaves; he escaped to Canada and then to Williamsburgh, where he became involve in the anti-
slavery and educational reform movements.”® Willis Augustus Hodges and Thomas Van
Rensselaer published the abolitionist paper The Ram’s Horn with Frederick Douglass. Willis
Augustus Hodges was a delegate, with Armstrong Archer, to the 1840 New York State
Convention for Negro Suffrage; he was also a delegate to the New York State Convention of
People of Color, held in Troy in 1841.%° Van Rensselaer was a delegate of the United Anti-
Slavery Society and a founding member of the New York City Committee of Vigilance.

|
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Table 1
Reference Numbers for Figure 1
Reference
Nos. Person/institution Year
Reverend Henry Ward Beecher/
1 Plymouth Church N/A,
2 George W. Bergen 1856
3/4 Henry C. Bowen 1848-54/1854-71
5 Daniel Carmichael 1844
6 Samuel Cornish 1853-59
1848/1853-57, 1860-51,
7/8 Robert H. Cousins 1862-64, 1865-68
9 Reverend Samuel H. Cox 1850
10 E.S. Dudiey 1848
11/12/13 R.G. Fairbanks 1854/1858/1859
14 Reverend Amos N. Freeman 1853
15 William Green, Jr. 1856-57
16/17/18 Reverend Eli N. Hall 1849-51/1851-55/1860-67
19/20 William A. Hall 1851/1853
21 James Hamiet
22 C.S. Halstead 1840/1850
23/24/25 William Harned 1845-48/1848-51/1852-54
26 Enoch Harrington 1855
1830-32/1832-33/1834-
27/28/29/30 George Hogarth 39/1839-50
31/32 William Holmes 1853/1855
33 Robert W. Hume
1842/1849-50/1852.53,
1855-60, 1863-65, 1867-
34/35/36 Isaac Hunter 68
37 Henrietta Johnson 1853
38 Iverson Knapp 1856
39 Reverend Samue! Longfellow 1854
40 George and Martha Moit Lord 1859
S Miss E. Martin 1856
- 42 John Maxwell 1854
43 Junius Morel
44 John E. Morse 1844
,45/46 Thomas P. Nichols 1853/1856
47/48 Theodore Ovington 1855/1857
49 Croyden Sperry 1840
o0 Amos P. Stanton 1856
51 Reverend R.S. Storrs 1847
52 Lewis Tappan 1855
1822/1823/1824/1825-
53/54/55/56/57/58 Henry C. Thompson 26/1829-42, 1846-47
59 Mary and James Tredwell {Treadwell) 1840
60/61 Adrien van Sinderen 1854-57/1858-63
62 P.C. Wyeth 1858
63 William J. Wilson 1853
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Weeksville, a historic 19th century African-American community, was located to the east of the
Downtown Brooklyn area, in what is now Bedford Stuyvesant. Jumius C. Morel was the
principal of Colored School No. 2 in Weeksville. Morel wrote prolifically for African American
newspapers, beginning with The Colored American from 1837-41; became an agent for the
North Star in 1851, and was later a regular correspondent for the Christian Recorder under the
pen name “Junius.” He also served on the Committee of Thirteen, which was established in New
York City after the Fugitive Slave Act was passed in 1850 to help people escape from slavery.”'

In summary, a number of individuals and organizations—particularly churches—in Downtown
Brooklyn and the surrounding area were active in the abolitionist movement and in the
Underground Railroad. As will be described below, however, the sensitive context in which the
buildings on Duffield Street and Gold Street existed is not sufficient in itself to presume a
potential connection to the Underground Railroad. Evidence particular to each building must be
identificd. This was the subject of the research effort; to determine whether a significant
association with the Underground Railroad could be documented for any or all of the buildings
on Duffield Street and Gold Street.

PROJECT BACKGROUND

The proposed Downtown Brooklyn Development project is a long-range planning strategy to
create a vibrant, multi-use urban environment that serves the residents, businesses, and academic
institutions of Downtown Brooklyn and its surrounding communities. This planning effort,
sponsored by the New York City Department of City Planning (DCP) and the:New York City
Economic Development Corporation (EDC), would affect approximately 59 blocks of the
Downtown Brooklyn area. Figure 2 shows the boundaries of the planning initiative and the
affected block and lots.

The implementation of this development plan would reinforce Downtown Brooklyn’s role as a
regional central business district, build on the success of previous development efforts that have
retained and attracted companies in New York, strengthen the linkages between the area’s
commercial core and surrounding residential neighborhoods, create a strong and diverse retail
market, expand residential communities and existing academic and cultural facilities, create
public amenities, and significantly add to New York City’s economic base. The project seeks to
integrate the various land uses found in the project area (i.e., commercial, retail, institutional,
academic, residential, and public space) and introduce a unifying urban design vision for
Downtown Brooklyn. The plan involves a series of zoning map and text changes, new public
open spaces, pedestrian and transit improvements, urban renewal, site acquisition, street
mappings and other actions intended to foster a multi-use urban environment to serve the
restdents, businesses, academic institutions and cultural institutions of Downtown Brooklyn and
its surrounding communities. Because the project required discretionary approvals, 1t was
required to undergo a City Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) and Uniform Land Use
Review Procedure (ULURP), both of which require public review and approval.

During the public comment period on the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CEQR
and ULURP for the Downtown Brooklyn plan, owners of three properties on Duffield and Gold
Streets, which are proposed for City acquisition, stated that their buildings had been utilized for
Underground Railroad activities. The three buildings are 227 Duffield Street (Block 146, Lot
15); 233 Duffield Street (Block 146, Lot 12); and 436 Gold Street, aka 436 Albee Square West
(Block 146, Lot 51). Since the Downtown Brooklyn area was known to have been home to an
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active abolitionist movement (as described above), and since no documentary evidence was
provided by the property owners to substantiate their specific claims, the City of New York
mstructed its consultant, AKRF, Inc., to conduct a historic research to see whether any such
association could be found and to include the results of the research in the Final EIS (FEIS). The
FEIS, which was published in April 2004, noted that no documentable association of the 227
Duffield Street, 233 Duffield Street, and 436 Gold Street buildings with the Underground
Railroad was found and that there was neither evidence to support a determination that these
properties are eligible for either National Historic Landmark status nor for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places in relation to the Underground Railroad.”® The FEIS further stated
that the potential existence of tunnels under the buildings and any corroborating artifacts could
not be ascertained without further testing, and that 1) a visual mnspection of the interiors of the
buildings after condemnation to ascertain the existence of other artifacts, and 2) new continuous
soil borings conducted at the time of site redevelopment, would need to be undertaken at the
sites. If the soil borings indicated a potential for archeologically sensitive areas, Stage 1B testing
would be undertaken in the potentially sensitive areas.

As part of the public approvals, the land use plan went through a review and approval process
mvolving the local community board, the City Planning Commission, Brooklyn Borough
President, and finally, the New York City Council, which approved this long-term development
plan to facilitate the continued growth of Downtown Brooklyn. However, the City Council
requested that the City revisit the research conducted in the FEIS and continue further
researching the claims of the property owners. A letter was presented by the property owners to
the New York City Council that included, in addition to the three original properties, another
four properties that were claimed to have historic connections to the Underground Railroad. A
City Council landmark sub-committee hearing is expected to be scheduled to review the
research, any existing corroborating evidence, and conclusions to be drawn on the potential for
these sites to have Underground Railroad associations.

SUBJECT PROPERTIES

This report summarizes the expanded research effort that has been undertaken to include the
following subject properties subsequent to the initial research effort conducted as part of the
FEIS:

e 223 Duffield Street, Block 146, Lot 17
e 225 Duffield Street, Block 146, Lot 16
227 Duffield Street, Block 146, Lot 15
231 Duffield Street, Block 146, Lot 13
233 Duffield Street, Block 146, Lot 12
235 Dutffield Street, Block 146, Lot 11
* 436 Gold Street, Block 146, Lot 51 (aka 436 Albee Square)

Figure 2 indicates the properties subject to the expanded Underground Railroad research effort,
shown within the context of the Downtown Brooklyn Development project. Figure 3 presents
the block and lot information for the sites.
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B. RESEARCH APPROACH AND SCOPE

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY PROPERTY OWNERS

As described above, the potential for the Duffield Street and Gold Street buildings to have been
used for Underground Railroad activities was first raised during the public review of the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Downtown Brooklyn Development project. The
owners of 227 Duffield Sireet, 233 Duffield Street, and 436 Albee Square (aka Gold Street) (Joy
Chatel, Lewis Greenstein, and Dave Walker, respectively) gave testimony regarding this
potential at a public hearing on March 24, 2004. In a2 memo dated June 8, 2004, the Duffield
Street Association expanded the area of potential significance to include 223, 225, 231, and 235
Duffield Street (seven buildings total). A letter from Frederick Laverpool, Sr., & Brooklyn
history promoter, was also received regarding the need to investigate the potential connection of
the Duffield Street and Gold Street buildings to the Underground Railroad.

In individual conversations or public hearing testimony given around that time, the property
owners noted that:

¢ There was at one time a tunnel underneath the sidewalk on Duffield Street that led between
the buildings (223-235 Duffield Street) and was used to transport freedom seekers, and this
tunnel may still exist;

» This tunnel is indicated in an 1898 Sanborm map, which shows a dotted line leading from
building to building on Duffield Street;

e Other subcellar features in the Duffield Street buildings either connected to this tunnel or
may have been used to hide freedom seekers;

¢ John Duffield, the owner of the property encompassing the Duffield Street buildings before
~ subdivision and development of the land in the 1840s, was an abolitionist and might have
sold his property to other abolitionists, who might have used the buildings to harbor freedom
seekers;

¢ Thomas Edwards, the owner and builder of 233 and 235 Duffield Street and a possible
member of Plymouth Church from 1859 to 1867, might have reiited his buildings to people
who would use them to harbor freedom seekers;

o Carl was the owner of a jewelry store in the 233 Duffield Street building in the 1980s.
According to Lewis Greenstein, the owner of 233 Duffield Street, Carl had heard from his
grandmother, who lived in the building, that it was used as an Underground Railroad station.
Carl died in the early 1990s. Mr. Greenstein later clarified that Carl was Calvin Smuth, that
his jewelry store was possibly named “Joker Jewelry,” and that he may have had a 10- or 12-
year old son at the time of his death. Mr. Greenstein subsequently clarified that Carl Smith is
the correct name, that Mr. Smith died in August 1996, what his social security number may
have been, and that his son was named Christopher Smith. The social security records for the
given number indicate that a Carl S. Smith was bomn on April 13, 1961 and died August 30,
1996 at the age of 35; and

e According to the property owners, Bishop Queen Mother Jordan, a local resident,
remembers playing in the subcellar spaces as a child and hearing rumors of the buildings’
Underground Railroad connection.
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Research Report on the Potential Underground Railroad Associations of
the Duffield Street and Gold Street Properties in Downtown Brooklyn

The New York City Department of City Planning sent letters to the owners of 223-235 Duffield
Street and 436 Albee Square/Gold Street on March 26 and July 22, 2004, asking for their
assistance in providing any information they might have on this subject, including: the name and
contact information of anyone whom they believe should be contacted for possible interviewing
who might have knowledge of the potential Underground Railroad use of their buildings;
mformation regarding any alterations to their buildings; and any historical photographs of the
buildings, or historical papers/records from previous owners. Lewis Greenstein provided a
spreadshect of Brooklyn city directory information on some of the residents along the entire
lengths of Duffield, Stanton, and Gold Streets (including, but not limited to, the subject
properties), culled from Brooklyn city directories for 1840-1842, 1849-1852, and 1855-1857.
The information relevant to the owners and residents of the subject properties was added to the
Brooklyn city directory information researched for this study, as discussed below. The property
owners also noted that one of the families that owned and lived at 227 Duffield Strect during the
period of significance—the Truesdell family— attended Zion Shiloh Baptist Church.

A site visit of 223, 227, and 233 Duffield Street was provided by the owners of 227 and 233
Duffield Street on June 9, 2004. A site visit of 223, 225, 227, 233, and 235 Duffield Street and
436 Gold Street was provided by the owners of 225, 227, and 233 Duffield Street and 436 Gold
Street on August 26, 2004. The site tour provided on August 26 allowed an architectural
historian, Michael Devonshire, to assess the buildings’ integrity in relation to the period of
significance (roughly defined as 1848 —the approximate date of the buildings’
construction—and 1865, the end of the Civil War). The assessment of each building is provided
below under “Buiiding Construction and Alteration.”

Jason Donegan, the owner of 231 Duffield Street, submitted a written response to interview
questions. The following scanned materials were submitted by the owner of 227 Duffield Street:
a portion of the will of Harriet Truesdell; a portion of the deed to Harriet Truesdell of 227
Duffield Street; a portion of a deed to Francis Peck; a family tree of the Hyams/Hyman family;
photographs of Hyams/Hyman family members; portions of court cases, deeds, and other records
relating to the Hyams/Hyman/Chatel family; a portion of a book referencing an individual
named William Truesdail; a portion of a source referencing the Bridge Street AWME church; a
portion of an article referencing the Anti-Slavery Convention of American Women in
Philadelphia, 1838; and photographs of post-1870 bottles uncovered at some time in the past (no
date given) from the back yard of 227 Duffield Street, and photographs of other artifacts from
the basement of 227 Duffield Street. The artifacts include metal objects presumed to be from the
former beauty shop operated at 227 Dufficld Street. The submittal from Jason Donegan and
copies of the scanned material provided by the owner of 227 Duffield Strect are provided in
Appendix H.

Additional information was provided in interviews conducted in December 2005 and January
2006. The information provided in these interviews is discussed below under “Oral Tradition.”

RESEARCH APPROACH

As described above, the subject of the research effort was to determine whether a significant
association with the Underground Railroad could be documented for any or all of the buildings
on Duffield Street and Gold Street. To that end, the research approach was to document the
construction, ownership, and residency history of each building to the extent possible; to
determine if any records exist of the owners’ and residents’ possible connection to abolitionist
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activities, churches, or societies; and to determine what information on the buildings’ histories
can be drawn from oral traditions. Multiple avenues of research were reviewed and considered.

The research effort was also the subject of a peer review, The peer review was made up of local
historians and representatives of local historical societies, academics specializing in African
American history and the Underground Railroad, and representatives of the New York State
Freedom Trail Commission. The members of the peer review are: Leslie Alexander, Assistant
Professor, Department of History, Ohio State University; Raymond Dobard, Professor,
Department of Art, Howard University; Jim Driscoll, co-author of Angels of Deliverance: The
Underground Railroad in Queens, Long Island, and Beyond; Lesliec M. Harris, Associate
Professor, Department of History, Emory University; Richard Hourahan, co-author of Angels of
Deliverance: The Underground Railroad in Queens, Long Island, and Beyond, Andrew P.
Jackson, Executive Director, Langston Hughes Community Library and Cultural Center, Queens
Borough Public Library and member of the New York State Freedom Trail Commission;
Marilyn H. Pettit, Vice President for Collections, Brooklyn Historical Society; Milton C. Sernett,
Professor of African American Studies and History, Syracuse University, and former member of
the New York State Freedom Trail Commission; Judith Wellman, Professor Emerita, State
University of New York at Oswego, Consulting Historian, Historical New York Research
Associates, and member of the New York State Freedom Trail Commission; Craig Wilder,
Professor, Department of History, Dartmouth College; and A.J. Williams-Myers, Professor,
Department of Black Studies, SUNY-New Paltz, and member of the New York State Freedom
Trail Commission. Additionally, at the request of the property owners, the City included Cheryl
LaRoche, Research Associate, Department of American Studies, University of Maryland, as a
peer reviewer. The curriculum vitae of the peer review members are provided as Appendix A of
this report.

The peer review members reviewed the scope of research and data collected; gave feedback on
any research issues that required further data collection and/or additional resources,. contacts, or
research topics that should be pursued; reviewed and commented on the draft and final research
report; and drafted findings on the final report. Responses to comments on the scope of research
and the draft report are provided as Appendix B, and the peer reviewers’ findings on the final
report are provided as Appendix C.

The criteria for listing a property with a connection to the Underground Railroad on the National
Register of Historic Places was also reviewed, and the Duffield Street and Gold Street properties
were evaluated for their potential eligibility for such listing. The criteria for listing such
properties on the National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom program or the New
York State Underground Railroad Heritage Trail were also considered. The New York City
Landmarks Law requires that, to be designated, a potential landmark must be at least 30 years
old and must possess “a special character or special historical or aesthetic interest or value as
part of the development, heritage, or cultural characteristics of the city, state, or nation.”

C. CONSTRUCTION, OWNERSHIP, AND RESIDENCY HISTORY

PRE-CONSTRUCTION OWNERSHIP

As further described lot by lot below, the land on which the Dufiield Street and Gold Street
buildings were constructed was originally part of the estates of Samuel Fleet and John Duffield.
John Duffield’s property in this area was subsequently passed down to his daughters, Anna
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Prince and Susan Lawrence. These individuals were researched, as were others who owned the
properties before their development, for their potential involvement in abolitionist activities,
churches, or societies.

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION AND ALTERATION

Based on property deeds from the Brooklyn City Register, tax assessment records from the New
York City Municipal Archives, various historical maps available at the Brooklyn Public Library,
New York Public Library, and the Brooklyn City Clerk’s office, and indexed online records of
the New York City Department of Buildings (actual files could not be located by the Department
of Buildings), all of the buildings on Duffield Street appear to have been constructed between
1846 and 1850. The building on Gold Street/Albee Square appears to have been constructed
between 1855 and 1865. Sanborn maps from 1886 and 1906 appear to indicate that the 223, 225,
and 227 Duffield Street buildings had 1-story front wooden extensions or porches (see Figures 4
and 5); these appear to have been removed ca. 1915-1938, when 2-story front extensions were
built at 223 and 227 Duffield Street. In addition, 231 Duffield Street has a l-story front
extension that appears to date from 1950-1969. 225 Duffield Street was demolished ca. 1941 and
a new 2-story structure was constructed on its site. Please see below for the construction and
alteration history of each building. Historical Perspectives, Inc. conducted the research into the
buildings’ construction and alteration history. As described above, information on the buildings’
alterations over time was supplemented by an assessment by Michael Devonshire, Jan Pokorny
Architects, of the buildings’ integrity in relation to the period of significance. That assessment is
summarized in the description of each building below, and provided as Appendix D, along with
Mr. Devonshire’s resume.

The buildings on Duffield Street and Gold Street/Albee Square received their current addresses
in the early 1870s; the former addresses of each building are listed below. Until 1968, Block 146
was designated Block 2077. Throughout the report, the buildings are referred to by their current
addresses.

223 DUFFIELD STREET (BLOCK 146, LOT 17)

223 Duffield Street was known as 137 Duffield Street through ca. 1855, and as 181 Duffield
Street through.the 1860s. Lot 17 originally was part of the large estate of John Duffield. By
1829, Lot 17 (along w1th a number of other adjacent lots) had been acquired by Duffield’s
daughter, Anna Prince.* It appears that Anna Prince never developed the lot during the time she
held it. In 1846, Anna Prmce conveyed Lot 17, as well as a number of other lots on the block, to
her son Chnstopher Prince.** Christopher Prince appears to have constructed the first house on
Lot 17 soon afterwards.

Archival documents suggest that the current structure on Lot 17 may be the same building
constructed ca.'1846-1848. The current structure is a 3-story building with a raised basement and
a 2-story front extension, covered in siding (see Photograph 1 of Figure 6). The 1855 Perris map
illustrates a wood structure on the property, set back from the street, with front and back
extensions also made of wood (see Figure 7). The 1855 and 1865 New York State censuses also
list the structure as a frame house (see Appendix E). The wooden front portion of the structure
(possibly a porch) has since been replaced with a 2-story extension, abutting the modern
sidewalk. It appears that this extension was built between 1915 and 1938, based on the Sanborn
maps from those years (see Figures 8 and 9). It also appears that the existing large 1-story rear

11
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extension that extends almost to the rear property line was built between these years. Nineteenth-
century tax records indicate that the building on the ot was two stories with a basement through
the 1870s, and that it was raised to three stories in the 1880s, a description that matches the
current structure’s characteristics.”” Department of Buildings online records (which date from ca.
1898 onward), do not indicate any new building or demolition episodes on the lot.

The foundation walls of 223 Duffield Street are constructed of random-coursed rubble stone
masonry. A ventilation well is located at the rear of the celiar, the masonry of which is keyed to
the foundation walls, indicating original construction. There is an early concrete-lined coal chute
located at the front fagade which appears to date from the early 20th century.

225 DUFFIELD STREET (BLOCK 146, LOT 16)

225 Duffield Street was known as 139 Duffield Street through ca. 1855, and as 183 Duffield
Street through the 1860s. Like Lot 17, Lot 16 originally was part of John Duffield’s estate. By
1829, the lot had been acquired by Anna Prince;*® however, it appears that Anna Prince never
developed the lot during the time she held it. Lot 16 was part of the large heldings conveyed by
Anna Prince to her son Christopher Prince in 1846. However, Christopher Prince did not retain
Lot 16 for long. In 1847, just over a year after he inherited the lot, he sold it to local mason
Nathaniel Bonnel for $800.>" The relatively low price paid for the lot suggests that it was
undeveloped or only minimally improved at the time of the sale. It appears that Nathaniel
Bonnel built the original house on Lot 16.

The original house on Lot 16 was presumably built ca. 1847-1850. The lot contained a two-story
brick building with a basement through the 1870s, which was then raised to three stories in the
1880s.”® However, the structure that currently exists on modem Lot 16, a two-story concrete
building, is assumed to have been built in 1941, based on demolition and new building permits
from 1941 in the indexed online records of the New York City Department of Buildings (see
Photograph 2 of Figure 6). The cellar level walls of this space have been significantly altered,
concealing any potential evidence of 19th century construction. '

227 DUFFIELD STREET (BLOCK 146, LOT 15)

227 Duffield Street was known as 141 Duffield Street through ca. 1855 and as 185 Duffield
Street through the 1860s. Lot 15 originally straddled the boundary of the estates of John Duffield
{on the west) and Samuel Fleet (on the east). The lot falls mostly within the former estate of
John Duffield; only a small corner at the back (east) of the lot is within the former Samuel Fleet
estate. By 1829, Lot 15 (along with a number of other adjacent lots) had been acquired by John
Duffield’s daughter, Susan Lawrence.” It appears that Susan Lawrence never developed the lot
during the time she held it. In 1845, this lot was included in a court case in which Susan
Lawrence was a defendant. The decree appointed Horace Holden the receiver of Lot 15 and two
other lots, and soon after it was advertised for sale in the Brookiyn Daily Eagle because the taxes
on it had not been paid.*’ The parcel continued to be advertised for sale in the paper through
1846, and in 1847, it was purchased at public auction for $1,500 by Daniel Lord, an attorey for
the firm McCalmont Brothers and Company in Manhattan, which was one of the complainants
in the original suit against Lawrence.”’ As described in greater detail below, in 1848 Daniel Lord
sold Lot 15 to John J. Studwell, who then sold the lot the same year to Caleb Baldwin. Caleb
Baldwin may have constructed the first structures on the property; when he and his wife sold the
parcel to local mason Robert Bonnel in 1849, the purchase price was 32,800, nearly three times

12
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the amount Baldwm paid for the land the year before, suggesting improvements had been made
to the property.”” In 1850, Bonnel and his wife sold Lot 15 to Harriet Truesdell for $3,000,
suggesting further improvements to the property may have occurred in the intervening year.‘13

Archival documents suggest that the current structure on Lot 15 may be the same building
constructed ca. 1848-1850. The current structure is a 3-story brick building with a raised
basement and a 2-story front brick extension (see Photograph 3 of Figure 10). The 1855 Perris
map illustrates a brick structure on the property, set back from the street, with front and back
extensions made of wood (see Figure 7). The wooden front portion of the structure has since
been replaced with a two-story brick extension, abutting the moder sidewalk. It appears that
this extension was built between 1915 and 1938, based on the Sanborn maps from those years
(see Figures 8 and 9). Nineteenth-century tax records indicate that the main building on the lot
was three stories with a basement, a description that matches the current structure’s
characteristics.* Department of Buildings online records do not indicate any new building or
demolition episodes on the lot; however, there are records of alteration permits dating from
1912, 1922, 1926, 1927, 1932, 1935, and 1936.

The basement walls of 227 Duffield Street are constructed of random-coursed rubble stone
which appears to be a mixture of brownstone and schist, typical of 19th century foundation wall
construction. There is a projecting ventilation well at the rear facade. The walls of the ventilation
well are faced in stone similar to that of the foundation walls and are also keyed to them,
indicating original construction.

231 DUFFIELD STREET (BLOCK 146, LOT 13)

231 Duffield Street was known as 145 Duffield Street through ca. 1855 and as 189 Duffield
Street through the 1860s. Lot 13 originally was part of the John Duffield estate. By 1829, Lot 13
(along w:th other adjacent lots) had been acquired by John Duffield’s daughter, Susan
Lawrence.* It appears that Susan Lawrence never developed the lot during the time she held it.
In 1845, Lot 13 was included in the court case against Susan Lawrence which is described
above. The decree appointed Horace Holden the receiver of this and two other lots and soon
after 1t was advertised for sale in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle because the taxes on it had not been
paid.* The parcel continued to be advertised for sale in the paper through 1846 and in 1847, Lot
13 was purchased at public auction for $550 by Robert Dingee of Brooklyn.*” It appears that lot
remained undeveloped during the time that Robert Dingee owned it, from 1847 to 1850.*® In
1850, Robert and Frances Dingee sold Lot 13 to John A. Ackeley (also spelled Ackley) for
$800.” Again, the relatively low price paid for the lot suggests there were no improvements to it
at the time. After purchasing Lot 13, Ackeley appears to have built the first house on the
property after 1850.

Archival documents suggest that the current structure on Lot 15 may be the same building
constructed ca. 1850. The current structure is a 3-story brick building with a basement and a 1-
story front brick extension (see Photograph 4 of Figure 10). The 1855 Perris map illustrates a
brick structure on the property, set back slightly from the street (see Figure 7). Nineteenth-
century tax records indicate that the building was_ three stories with a basement, a description
that matches the current structure’s characteristics.”® Department of Buildings online records do
not indicate any new building or demolition episodes on the lot; however, there is a record of an
alteration permit dating from 1945. It appears that the 1-story front extension was built between
1950 and 1969, based on the Sanborn maps from those years.
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233 DUFFIELD STREET (BLOCK 146, LOT 12)

233 Duffield Street was known as 147 Duffield Street through ca. 1855 and as 191 Duffield
Street through the 1860s. This lot originally straddled the boundary of the estates belonging to
John Duffield (on the west) and Samuel Fleet (on the east). The lot falls mostly within the
former John Duffield estate; an approximately 20-foot long triangular section at the back (east)
of the lot is within the former Samuel Fleet estate. Later deeds indicate the southern boundary of
the lot crossed a party wall belonging to Samuel Fleet. By 1829, the lot (along with a number of
other adjacent lots) had been acquired by John Duffield’s daughter, Susan Lawrence.”’ It appears
that Susan Lawrence never developed the lot during the time she held it. In 1845, Lot 12 was
included in the court case against Susan Lawrence which is described above. The decree
appointed Horace Holden the receiver of the property, who in 1847 sold it to Daniel Lord.”* The
following year, Daniel Lord sold Lot 12 (along with Lots 11 and 10) to Thomas Edwards, a
Brooklyn builder, for $1,500.” No development appears to have occurred on the property
through this time. Thomas Edwards appears to have constructed row houses on the lots soon
after purchasing them; at least by 1850, a notice in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle indicated he had
built three houses on the east side of Stanton Street (a former name for Duffield Street), which
appear to correspond to Lots 10, 11, and 12.°* Edwards was also noted as owning several lots
and houses on Gold Street, suggesting he may have been building houses on speculation at this
time.

Archival documents suggest that the frame row house constructed on the lot ca. 1848-1850 may
be the same structure currently standing on the property. The current structure is a 3-story frame
building with a raised basement (see Photograph 5 of Figure 11). The 1855 Perris map illustrates
a frame structure on the property, set back slightly from the street (see Figure 7). 19th century
tax records indicate that the main building on the lot was two stories with a basement through
the 1870s, and that it was raised to three stories in the 1880s, a description that matches the
current structure’s characteristics. Department of Buildings online records do not indicate any
new building or demolition episodes on the lot; however, there is a record of an alteration permit
dating from 1922.

The foundation walls of 233 Duffield Street are of coursed rubble sandstone and appear to be
original construction. The cellar area features a ventilation well at the rear which is keyed to the
foundation stone, indicating contemporaneous construction. The well has been previously altered
to an entry, with some brick infill, and some schist stone on the rear wall, which is not keyed to
the adjacent walls. The ventilation shaft located at the front facade is concealed by newer
construction. The floor of the cellar has been covered with a concrete rat slab, completed in
numerous pours rather than a single construction event. There is an 8°x8’ area at the front of the
cellar which has not been covered with concrete. The existing condition suggests that there was a
partitioned area here when the adjacent concrete was poured; however, considering that the floor
was constructed in several events, it is not possible to determine when the partition was
removed, its origin, or form of construction. The soil within the area is well compacted.
Therefore, although this area is the anomalous feature of this cellar, and archaeological
investigation is the most appropriate means of determining if this feature relates to Underground
Railroad activity, the disturbed condition of the soil in this area results in questionable
archaeological value.
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235 DUFFIELD STREET (BLOCK 146, LOT 11)

235 Duffield Street was formerly known as 149 Duffield Street through ca. 1855 and as 193
Duffield Street through the 1860s. This lot originally straddled the boundary of the estates
belonging to John Duffield (on the west) and Samuel Fleet (on the east). The lot falls mostly
within the John Duffield estate; a triangular section at the back of the lot is within the former
Samuel Fleet estate, and later deeds indicate the southern boundary of the lot crossed a party
wall belonging to Samuel Fleet. By 1829, Lot 11 (along with a number of other adjacent lots)
had been acquired by John Duffield’s daughter, Susan Lawrence.*® It appears that Susan
Lawrence never developed the lot during the time she held it. In 1845, Lot 11 was included in
the court case against Susan Lawrence which is described above. The decree appointed Horace
Holden the receiver of the property, who in 1847 sold it to Daniel Lord.*” The following year,
Daniel Lord sold the lot (as well as modern Lots 12 and 10) to Thomas Edwards, a Brooklyn
builder, for $1,500.® No development appears to have occurred on the property through this
time. Thomas Edwards appears to have constructed row houses on the lots soon after purchasing
them. At least by 1850, a notice in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle indicated he had built three houses
on the east side of Stanton Street (a former name for Duffield Street), which seem to correspond
to modern Lots 10, 11, and 12.*° As described above, Edwards was also noted as owning several
lots and houses on the Gold Street.

Archival documents suggest the row house constructed on the lot ca. 1847 may be the same
structure currently standing on the property. The current structure is a 3-story building with a
raised basement, faced in brick, topped by a cornice (see Photograph 6 of Figure 11). The 1855
Perris map illustrates a frame structure on the property, set back slightly from the street (see
Figure 7). Nineteenth-century tax records indicate that the main building on the lot was two
stories with a basement through the 1870s, and that it was raised to three stories in the 1880s, a
description that matches the current structure’s characteristics.”” Department of Buildings online
records do not indicate any new building or demolition episodes on the lot; however, there are
records of alteration permits dating from 1922, 1926, 1927, and 1928. The building has been
refaced in brick and a modest bay front, cornice, and large 2-story (with basement) rear
extension extending almost to the rear property line have been added. The rear extension appears
to have been added between 1904 and 1915, based on the Sanborn maps from those years.

The construction of 235 Duffield Street appears to be contemporaneous to that of 227 Duffield
Street, with foundation fagade walls of random coursed sandstone and schist construction;
however, the party walls are of brick masonry construction. There are no significant anomalous
features within the cellar.

436 GOLD STREET/ALBEE SQUARE (BLOCK 146, LOT 51)

436 Gold Street/Albee Square was known as 310 Gold Street during the 1860s. Lot 51 was
originally part of the Samuel Fleet estate. Through at least the late 1850s, the lot was part of the
grounds of the Fleet mansion, and was located directly north of the main house, in an area shown
on the 1855 Perris map to be open, undeveloped space. An image of the Fleet estate (Figure 12)
shows that the land surrounding the mansion house was extensively landscaped and the property
enclosed by a fence.®' Samuel Fleet died in 1864, and in 1865 his heirs began selling off parts of
the estate land, including the land that later became Lot 51. In August 1865, surveyor Silas
Ludlam made a map of the Fleet holdings on Block 2077, and indicated that the land had already
been divided into building lots.”* At some point between 1855 (when the Perris map was
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published) and 1865, it seems likely that a structure was built on Lot 51. Emeline Sackett, the
daughter of Samuel Fleet, purchased Lot 51 in 1865 for $2,500, a price that suggests the lot was
already developed.” It is considered possible that the structure was built after Samuel Fleet’s
death in 1864 and before the surveyor’s map of August 1865. Tax records, which are available
beginning in 1867, note that by this year the lot contained a two and a half story house with a
basement, and was valued at $2,600.

Archival documents suggest the row house constructed on the lot ca. 1855-1865 may be the
same structure currently standing on the property. The current structure is a 3-story building with
a raised basement and a bay front, faced in brownstone and topped by a cornice (see Photograph
7 of Figure 13). At some point, presumably in the late 19th century, it appears that the building
on the lot was raised from two and a half stories to three stories, and possibly the current bay
was installed on its front fagade at the same time. The 1898 Hyde map shows the bay projection,
whereas earlier maps do not, and the 1915 Sanborn map indicates the building is three stories
high, its current height (see Figures 8 and 14). No alteration records are available in the online
Department of Buildings database for this change in story height, which suggests that the change
may have occurred prior to 1898, when the agency began keeping records for Brooklyn. The tax
records for 1899 still indicate the building was two and a half stories high; however, it
sometimes took several years to update the data in these records. Therefore, at least portions of
the structure currently standing at 436 Gold Street/Albee Square appear to date to the original
construction on the property, although it seems probable that there were modifications to the
fagade and height of the building over time. There are also records of alteration permits at the
Department of Buildings online database dating from 1943, 1967, and 1987.

The cellar of 436 Gold Street is of random-coursed stone and brick masonry. The building has
been significantly modified at least twice. One (rear) or possibly both the front and rear facades
have been expanded, removing most traces of original construction. The existing alterations
appear to date from the last quarter of the 19th century.

POTENTIAL EXISTENCE OF A TUNNEL

Photos taken of the subcellars of 223, 227, and 233 Duffield Street during the site tour provided
by the owners of 227 and 233 Duffield Street on June 9, 2004 were circulated to Historical
Perspectives, Inc., the Merchant’s House Museum, and the Lower East Side Tenement Museum
for their suggestions as to the possible date and function of the subcellar features. It was
suggested that some of the subcellar features might be coal chutes, but no individual offered a
definitive explanation for the features. To follow up on this suggestion, a number of publications
were reviewed regarding coal heat, including: trade catalogues for coal stoves; Catherine Esther
Beecher’s 4 Treatise on Domestic Economy, which included some cellar floor plans showing
coal bins; and Merritt lerley’s Open House, which shows a section drawing of a house with a
coal furnace. None of the features in these publications appears to directly relate to the features
observed at the Duffield Street buildings. Searches of the Brooklyn Daily Eagle online database
for contemporary references to coal chutes provided no relevant information. The Western
Pennsylvania Historical Society in Pittsburgh was contacted for any help they might be able to
provide on the issue of coal chutes. The Society reviewed some of their resources on the
Underground Railroad in western Pennsylvania and found no references to coal chutes.

Current sewer and water main maps of the area were also obtained, as well as historical maps
(Sanborn, Hyde, Perris, Dripps, Bromley, Robinson), none of which indicate a tunnel beneath
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the sidewalk of Duffield Street (see Figures 4, 5, 7-9, 14-17). The Sanborn maps from 1886 and
1906 seem to show that the 223, 225, and 227 Duffield Street buildings had 1-story front

wooden porches, which are indicated by a dashed line (see Figures 4 and 5). It is possible that-

this dashed line for wooden porches is what was thought to be an indication of a tunnel on an
1898 Sanborn map (see discussion above). There does not appear to be a WPA-era map of
utilities for Brooklyn. The New York City Department of Finance, which taxes sidewalk vaults,
has no record of sidewalk vaults at any of the relevant properties, though one exists at least at
227 Duffield Street. The New York City Department of Transportation and the New York City
Department of Design and Construction were contacted regarding any historical records they
might have on the installation of sidewalks on Duffield and Gold Streets; however, neither
department has any such records. The New York City Municipal Archives was also contacted
for any additional information they might be able to provide on sidewalk vaults on Duffield and
Gold Streets.

According to a representative of the Sanbom Map Company, dashed lines on Sanborn maps
indicate open porches, which are typically wooden but can also be other materials. Two paraliel
dashed lines can also indicate a tunnel, but in such cases there is an arc at each end of the lines
and the notation “tunnel.” Dashed lines such as those shown at the front of 223-227 Duffield
Street are also shown at the front of 213-219 Duffield Street, 195 Prince Street, 376 Gold Street,
and 404 Gold Street on the 1886 Sanborn map (see Figure 4). Therefore, the dashed lines on the

1898 Sanborm map would appear to indicate porches at 223-227 Duffield Street, rather than a
tunnel.

As described above, a second site tour, which included Michael Devonshire, an architectural
historian with expertise in 19th century urban residential architecture, was conducted on August
26, 2004, to obtain independent assessments of the subcellar features and the potential existence
of a tunnel underneath the sidewalk of Duffield Street. The resulting historic construction review
report notes that with the exception of one “unpaved” section of flooring at 233 Duffield Street,
there are no anomalous cellar or subcellar features, no communication between buildings exists
at the cellar levels, and the identified features conform to general construction practices of the
time period. Archacological testing is unlikely to offer any definitive information about whether
or not these structures were part of the Underground Railroad.

In addition, assuming that a tunnel was discovered, there would be no way of knowing if it
served as a passageway for freedom seekers without corroborating artifacts. There are very few
documented cases of tunnels used for Underground Railroad activities: these include the Milton
House in Milton, Wisconsin; a hiding place below a cistern at Thaddeus Steven’s house in
Lancaster, Pennsylvania; and an underground “anomaly” where family tradition suggests that a
tunnel connected the home and tinshop of Starr Clark, a known Underground Railroad agent in
Mexico, New York® A study of seventeen reputed tunnels connected with Underground
Railroad sites in Ohio found no evidence to support the oral traditions relating to such tunnels.*

BUILDING OWNERSHIP AND RESIDENCY

The Brooklyn City Register, the 1850, 1860, and 1870 federal census, the 1855 and 1865 New
York State census, and 35 Brooklyn city directories from 1848-1871 were reviewed to determine
the owners and residents of the buildings and their residences before and after their tenancy on
Duffield and Gold Streets. In addition, various on-line genealogical websites were reviewed for
potential additional information on the owners and residents, and 23 New York City directories
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from 1848-1871 were reviewed to cross-check the information on the owners and residents who
conducted business in Manhattan. It does not appear that any of the owners of the buildings were
African American. Except for a servant at 227 Duffield Street and a servant and her young son at
231 Duffield Street in 1855, no African American residents of these buildings pre-1865 were
identified. It should be noted, however, that the race designations provided in the census and city
directories were subjective and could be inconsistent or inaccurate. Ownership information is
noted, as known, through the end of the 19th century; residency information is noted, as known,
through 1870. The 1850, 1855, 1860, 1865, and 1870 census of the Duffield and Gold Street
buildings is provided in Appendix E, and an abstract of the city directory information for the
owners and residents of Duffield and Gold Streets is provided in Appendix F.

223 DUFFIELD STREET (BLOCK 146, LOT 17)

As described above, Lot 17 originally was part of the John Duffield estate. Lot 17 was acquired
by John Duffield’s daughter, Anna Prince, by 1829 and in 1846, Anna Prince conveyed the lot to
her son Chrstopher Prince, who appears to have constructed the house on the ot soon
afterwards. Anna Prince appears to have occupied the Duffield mansion at the northwest corner
of Duffield and Fulton Streets ca. 1850-1854; the mansion is noted as having burned down on
April 14, 1857.% Anna Prince is not listed in any Brooklyn city directories after 1854.

Christopher Prince never lived on Lot 17—he also lived on Fulton Street at the comer of
Duffield Street and, later, on Willoughby Street—and it appears he rented out the property
during his ownership. By 1848-1849, a resident was listed on the property: J. Odgen Smith.%®
The 1850 federal census lists the following people at this address: J. Ogden Smith, a broker, age
38, born in New York; Angeline Smith, his wife, age 32, bomn in New York; Edward D). Smith,
their son, age 9, born in New York; Frank S. Smith, their son, age 7, bomn in New York; Clara F.
Smith, their daughter, age 5, born in New York; Anna Smith, their daughter, age 3, born in New
York; Emma Smith, their daughter, 8 months old, born in New York; and Mary Clancey, age 19,
born in Ireland, whose profession is unlisted but is presumed to be a servant. The 1855 New
York State census lists the following people at this address: J. Ogden, Angeline, Edward, Frank,
Clara, Anna, Emma, and Frank Smith (their son, age 2, bomm in Kings County), and Catharine
Q’Brian, 38, bomn in Ireland, a servant, noted as a widow. The 1855 state census also indicated
that J. Ogden Smith was bomn in Saratoga, had lived in Brooklyn for 15 years, and was a voter.
City directories confirm that Smith lived on the property through 1858.%

In 1858, Christopher Prince sold Lot 17 to Ira Perego, a Brooklyn resident who with his sons
owned a gentlemen’s furnishing store in Manhattan.”® It appears that Ira Perego never lived on
Lot 17. New York City and Brooklyn city directories list an Ira Perego with residences at 107
Greene (ca. 1848-1849), 197 Fourth (ca. 1849-1850), 164 Washington (ca. 1850-1867), and 22-
24 Sixth Avenue (ca. 1867-1871); his son, Ira Perego, Jr., is listed in New York City and
Brooklyn city directorics with residences at 59 Christopher Street (ca. 1854-1856) and 20
Hanover Place (ca. 1856-1871). Ira Perego’s son Alfred lived on Lot 17 from ca. 1859-1869.”"
The 1860 federal census lists the following people at this address: Alfred Pergae (sp), age 23,
born in New York; his wife Ann, age 21, born in New York; and Elizabeth Martin, age 20, born
in Ireland, a servant. New York City directories from 1862-1864 1ist the home address for “Ira
Perego and Sons, gents furnishing™ as-181 Duffield Street; this is presumed to refer to Alfred
Perego, rather than Ira Perego or Ira Perego, Jr. The 1865 New York State census lists the
following people at this address: Alfred Perego, a merchant, age 28, bomn in New York; Annie E.
Perego, his wife, age 26, born in Kings County; Joseph Perego, their son, age 5, born in Kings
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County; Fanny Perego, their daughter, age 3, born in Kings County; Eliza Cary, age 28, born in
Ireland, a servant; and Jane E. Divine, age 20, borm in Scotland, a servant. In 1868, Ira Perego
conveyed the lot to Alfred Perego.” Alfred Perego paid taxes on the lot through 1870.

Alfred Perego appears to have sold Lot 17 in 1870. Several classified advertisements appeared in
the Brooklyn Daily Eagle deseribing the house as a frame house with two stories, an attic, a
brick basement, and under-cellar.” Lot 17 was sold by June 1870. The 1870 federal census,
made that month, lists the following people at this address: John C. Orchard, a bank clerk, age
32, born in New York; Emma Orchard, his wife, age 30, bon in New York; Mary R. Orchard,
their daughter, age 7, born in New York; Thomas Orchard, 4, born in New York; and Phillip A.
Orchard, age 2, born in New York; and Mary Dowd, a domestic, age 21, born in Ireland. John
Orchard is listed as the owner of the property. John Orchard paid taxes on Lot 17 through
1876.7 Lot 17 changed hands again in 1879, when Sheriff Thomas Riley (who had paid the
taxes on the lot the year before) conveyed the lot to John Hennessy.” Hennessy owned and paid

~ taxes on the lot through 1897."

225 DUFFIELD STREET (BLOCK 146, LOT 16)

As described above, Lot 16 originally was part of the John Duffield estate. Lot 16 was acquired
by John Duffield’s daughter, Anna Prince, by 1829 and in 1846, Anna Prince conveyed the lot to
her son Christopher Prinee, who sold the lot to mason Nathaniel Bonnel for $800 in 1847. It
appears that Nathaniel Bonnel built the original house on Lot 16; however, it appears that he
never lived in the house, but rather rented it out to others. Nathaniel Bonnel’s residence is listed
in Brooklyn city directories at 16 Prince Street (ca. 1848-1853), 203 Pearl Street (ca. 1854-
1857), Quincy Street near Classon Avenue (ca. 1858-1863), 167 Fort Greene Place (ca. 1863-
1864), 243 Pearl Street (ca. 1864-1865), 57 Butler (ca. 1865-1866), and 3 Hanson Place (ca.
1867-1871). The first occupant that could be identified for the house on Lot 16 was George
Faulkner, who lived with his family on Lot 16 from ca. 1850-1856. The 1850 federal census lists
the following people at this address: George Faulkner, a broker, age 34, born in New York;
Anna Faulkner, his wife, age 31, born in New York; Julia Faulkner, their daughter, age 9, born
in New York; George P. Faulkner, their son, age 7, bomn in New York; and Frank Faulkner, their
son, age 1 month, born in New York. Brooklyn city directories show that George Faulkner
resided on Lot 16 through 1855-1856,™ although he was not listed in the 1855 New York State

" census.” The 1856-1857 Brooklyn city directory also lists J. Pryor Rorke, an insurance agent,

and Thomas B. Rorke, an umbrella merchant, as residing at this address. J. Pryor Rorke is also
listed with a residence at this address in the 1857-1858 Brooklyn city directory. George Faulkner
apparently moved to St. Felix Street near Lafayette Avenue after leaving Duffield Street; he is
listed in Brooklyn city directories for 1856-1857, 1860-1864, [865-1866, and 1867-1871 as
residing at 3 St. Felix Street.

In 1838, Nathaniel and Adeline Bonnel conveyed the Lot 16 property to William H. Welch, a
local jeweler, who was listed as a resident of the property from ca. 1859 through 1866.%° Welch

o and his family appeared in the 1860 federal census and the 1865 New York State census. The

1860 federal census lists the following people at this address: William Walsh (sp). a jeweler, age

. 38, born in New York; Elizabeth Walsh, his wife, age 33, born in New York; William Walsh,

their son, age 12, bom in New York; Emma Walsh, their daughter, age 11, born in New York;
Francis Walsh, their son, age 5, born in New York; and Margaret Delow (sp), a servant, age 38,
born in Ireland. The 1865 census lists the following people at this address: William H. Welsh
(sp), a jeweler, age 40, bomn in Kings County; Elizabeth Welsh, age 30, born in'Kings County;
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William H. Welsh, Ir., a clerk, age 18, born in Kings County; Emma Welsh, age 16, born in
Kings County; Irank Welsh, age 9, bom in Kings County; and Maggie Savage, a servant, age
18, bormn in Kings County.

In 1866, William and Elizabeth Welch sold Lot 16 to Agnes Mapes, who with her husband
Gideon, conveyed the lot in 1867 Mary C. Parker, noted as the wife of Tyler Parker.* The 1866-
1867 Brooklyn city directory lists Caroline A. Burnham, a widow, at this address. The Parkers
appear to have resided on the lot from ca. 1867-1873, during which time Tyler Parker’s business
on Beaver Street was noted as “ales and liquors.”® In the 1870 federal census, however, Tyler
Parker was listed as a bookkeeper. The 1870 federal census lists the following people at this
address: Tyler Parker, a bookkeeper, age 41, born in New York; Mary C. Parker, his wife, age
39, born in New York; Lizzie Parker, their daughter, age 14, born in New York; George Parker,
their son, age 11, bom in New York; and Mary Russell, a domestic, age 19, born in Ireland.
During the Parker’s residence on the lot, the taxes were paid by Mary C. Parker.” In the'1869-
1870 Brooklyn city directory, Peter T. Parker is also listed at this address. This is could be a
misspelling of Tyler Parker, as there is no other listing for a Peter T. Parker in Brooklyn city
directories from 1848-1871.

There appears to have been a dispute over the ownership of Lot 16 in the late 1870s; a court case
was noted in the conveyance records in which William Welch was a plaintiff and Agnes Mapes
and others (the deed does not specify names) were defendants, Tax records are missing for this
lot from 1873-1875, but in 1876 Agnes Mapes is listed again as the taxpayer, suggesting that
ownership of Lot 16 had reverted to her. In 1877, referee David Lynch sold- the lot at public
auction; it was purchased by Tyler Parker, the former owner and resident.** Tyler Parker sold the
lot to Willett Smith in 1878.%° Willett Smith is listed as the taxpayer for the property from 1878-
1897.

227 DUFFIELD STREET (BLOCK 146, LOT 15)

As described above, Lot 15 originally straddled the dividing line of the John Duffield and
Samuel Fleet estates. Lot 16 was acquired by John Duffield’s daughter, Susan Lawrence, by
1829, was included in a court case against Susan Lawrence, and was purchased by Daniel Lord
in 1847. In 1848, Daniel Lord sold Lot 15 (as well as modern Lot 14) to John J. Studwell, a
Brooklyn lumber merchant, and later that same year John Studwell sold the lot to Caleb
Baldwin, a Brooklyn mason. Caleb Baldwin and his wife sold the lot to local mason Robert
Bonnel in 1849, by which time the property is presumed to have been developed. Caleb Baldwin
may also have lived on the property briefly: two city directories for 1848-1849 list his home
address only as Stanton Street, or Stanton Street near Willoughby.®” Neither John J. Studwell,
Caleb Baldwin, or Robert Bonnel are listed in Brooklyn city directories as having a residence at
this address from ca. 1848-1850. In 1850, Robert Bonnel and his wife sold Lot 15 to Harriet
Truesdelt. -

From 1850 through ca. 1863, Thomas Truesdell, a cotton broker with an office on Pearl Street in
Manhattan, was listed as the occupant for the building on Lot 15.*® The 1850 federal census lists
the following people at this address: Thomas Truesdale (sp), a cotton broker, age 56, born in
Connecticut; Harriet D. Truesdale, his wife, age 56, born in Rhode Island; Abby K. Truesdell,
their daughter, age 19, bomn in Rhode Island; Julia L. Batteris, their daughter, age 24, bom in
Rhode Island; Harriet S. Batteris, her daughter, age 5, born in New York; Mary T. Frederickson,
their daughter, age 26, born in Rhode Island; and Charles W. Frederickson, her husband, a cotton
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broker, age 28, born in Nova Scotia. The 1855 New York State census lists the following people
at this address: Thomas, Harriet, and Abby K. Truesdell; Julia I.. and Harriet S. Batteris; and
Elizabeth Harris, a servant, noted as black, age 19, born in North Carolina. The Truesdell family
is noted as having lived in Brooklyn for 17 years; Elizabeth Harris is noted as having lived in
Brooklyn for two years. The 1860 federal census lists the following people at this address:

Thomas, Harriet, and Abby Truesdell, Julia L. Batteris; and Ann Breckin, a servant, age 33, bomn
in New York.

Records indicate that the Truesdells were no longer living on Lot 15 after 1863, although
Thomas Truesdell continued to be listed as the owner in tax records through the remainder of the
19th century and the family appears to have held onto the property through the first decades of
the twentieth century.¥ Brooklyn city directories from 1863-1870 do not include a listing for
Thomas Truesdell. According to the genealogy prepared by Paul E. Truesdell, Jr., great-
grandson of Thomas Truesdell, Thomas Truesdell moved to Cedar Grove, New Jersey sometime
after 1863, remarried, and passed away in 1874.°° Lot 15 did not change hands until 1921, when
Matilda Truesdell, the daughter-in-law of Thornas Truesdell, conveyed the lot to Samuel Dugn.®!

After the Truesdells moved from the property, it was rented to a series of occupants. Several of
these renters could be traced in the archival records. Edward Robinson, a broker, lived on the lot
with his family from 1864-1865.” The 1865 New York State census lists the following people at
this address: Edward R. Robinson, a broker, age 32, bomn in Vermont; Mary A. Robinson, his
wife, age 32, born in Vermont; Herbert Robinson, their son, age 5, bomn in Vermont; Minetta
Robinson, their daughter, age 6 months, bomn in Kings County; Mary Downs, a servant, age 22,
born in England; and Julia Canis, a servant, age 19, born in Connecticut. Brooklyn city
directories from 1868-1870 list a Joseph D. Willtams, a clerk, at this address; the 1869-1870 city
directory also lists a Frank Bernard, a clerk, and a Charles Fumell (sp), in hardware, at this
address. The 1870 federal census lists the following people at this address: Charles F. Ferrald
(aka Femnald), who had a hardware commission, age 32, born in Massachusetts; Jane M. Ferrald,

his wife, age 35, bom in England; Charles Ferrald, Jr., their son, age 7, born in New York; Eliza

Haskell, age 17, bom in Massachusetts; Joe D. Williams, a bookkeeper, age 35, borm in New

York; John Bernard, a store clerk, age 34, born in Connecticut: and Bridget O’Brien, a domestic,

age 26, born in Ireland.

231"DUFFIELD STREET (BLOCK 146, LOT 13)

As described above, Lot 13 originally was part of the John Duffield estate. Lot 13 was acquired
by John Duffield’s daughter, Susan Lawrence, by 1829; was included in a court case against
Susan Lawrence; and was purchased by Robert Dingee in 1847, k appears that Robert Dingee
never lived on Lot 13. In 1850, Robert and Frances Dingee sold Lot 13 to John A. Ackeley.
According to city directories, John A. Ackley (also spelled Ackeley) was an agent who worked
in Manhattan and lived next door to Lot 13 on Lot 14.* After purchasing Lot 13 in 1850, Ackiey
appears to have built the house on the property, and then presumably rented it to others while he
and his family continued to live next door. However, the identity of these renters ca. 1850-18353
could not be determined. In the 1850 federal census, his household on Lot 14 contained himself
(an agent, age 49, born in Connecticut; Delia Ackeley, his wife, age 50, bomn in Connecticut;
William B. Ackeley, a lawyer, their somn, age 22, born in New York; Catherine E., their daughter,
age 19, born in New York; Edward F. Ackeley, a clerk, their son, age 15, born in New York;
Isabella J. Ackeley, their daughter, age 13, born in New York; Amanda F. Ackeley, their
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daughter, age 9, born in New York; and Bridget Tramar, age 26, born in Ireland, presumably a
servant.

John A. Ackley died on March 6, 1853.% After his death, his heirs were taken to court, and as a
result the Lot 13 property was sold at public auction in 1854 to settic debts. His son and the
administrator of his estate, William B. Ackley, purchased the property back at the auction,
paying $2,120.” Although it appears that William B. Ackley never lived on Lot 13 during the
time he owned it, the Brooklyn city directory for 1853-1854 lists Delia Ackley (John A.
Ackley’s widow and William B. Ackley’s mother) as living at this address. Peter Hawes and his
family appeared in the 1855 New York State census at this address, and Brooklyn city
directories list a Peter A. Hawes at this address from 1854-1857. The 1855 state census list the
following people at this address: Peter A. Hawes, a merchant, age 36, born in New York; Mary
M. Hawes, his wife, age 28, born in New York; Gilbert R. Hawes, their son, age 6 months, born
in Kings County; Sophia Hilles, a servant, noted as black, age 39, born in Massachusetts; George
W. Hilles, her son, a servant, noted as black, age 9, born-in Massachusetts; and Margaret Carwe,
a servant, age 17, born in Ireland. Peter and Mary Hawes are noted as having lived in Brooklyn
for one year; Sophie and George W. Hilles are also noted as having lived in Brooklyn for one

year.

Delia Ackley is listed again at this address in Brooklyn city directories from 1857-1860;%
however, she passed away in December 1859.%7 From 1857-1862 Hiram Swift, a music teacher,
and possibly his wife Catherine also lived at this address, according to the city directories. From
1861-1862, James J. Wallace, a physician, is also listed with a residence at this address. George
Remson (possibly also spelled as Remsen) and his family appear in the 1860 federal census just
before the known residents of Lot 14; however, the New York City and Brooklyn city directories
have no listing for a Remson/Remsen at this address and in later years he lived across Duffield
Street. The 1860 federal census lists the following people just before the known residents of Lot
14: George Remson, a merchant, age 34, born in New York; Ann Remson, his wife, age 23, born
in New York: Charles Winer, age 57, bom in Massachusetts, presumably a boarder; Mary
McGinley, a servant, age 23, bomn in Ireland; and Bridget Gregory, a servant, age 21, bom in
Treland.

In 1862, Lot 13 was affected by another legal dispute. In a court case in which John Ryerson
sued William B. Ackley and others, the property was once again offered at public auction to
cover debts. The property was conveyed to John Ryerson for $3,000.%® It appears that for the
majority of the tirne that John Ryerson owned the property, it was rented to others. Brooklyn city
directories indicate that Robert Hunter, a sail maker with the United States Navy, livedon Lot 13
from ca. 1862-1866.° However, Robert Hunter is not recorded in the 1865 New York State
census. The 1865 state census lists the following people at this address: Isracl D. Nelson, a
surveyor, age 49, born in New York; Caroline Nelson, his wife, age 35, bom in New York; Jane
Nelson, their daughter, age 8, born in Kings County; Joseph E. Nelson, their son, age 4, born 1n
Kings County; Jane Nelson, their mother, age 55, born in New York; Joanna Carey, a servant,
age 30, born in Ireland; Martha Purdy, a music teacher, age 55, born in England; Maitha Purdy,
her daughter, 2 music teacher, age 20, born in England; and George Gregory, a boarder and
machinist, age 18, born in New York. Israel Nelson and his family appear to have left the
property the following year, to be replaced by John Ryerson’s son, also named John. Martha
Purdy continued to be listed at the address through 1866."
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In 1866, the Lot 13 Property again changed hands. John and Monica Ryerson sold the property
to Samuel B. Leonard in April 1866 for $4,500, and in October 1866, Samuel B. and Amelia
Leonard conveyed the lot to Danie] E. Donovan for $6,000, subject to a 32,000 mortgage. '
Donovan was listed as the taxpayer for the lot from 1867-1870.'%2 Like previous owners, it
appears that Daniel Donovan never lived on the Lot 13 property (deeds indicate he was 2

born in New York; William Spitzer, an oil dealer, age 34, bom in Austria; Susannah Spitzer, his

wife, age 33, bom in Galacia; Clara Spitzer, their daughter, age one, born in New York: and

Mimi Ghasm, a domestic, age 21, born in Ireland. William Weiss lived on the lot for another
year and then left.'”

In 1871, Daniel and Mary Donovan conveyed Lot 13 to John Donovan, of Brooklyn, for
$9,000." Tn 1876, John and Margaret Donovan sold the lot to Emily Albert, also of Brooklyn,
for $6,100, subject to a mortgage of $5,000.'% Emily Albert continued to hold Lot 13 and pay

taxes on it through 1891, after which point she passed away.'® Her heirs held the property for
the rest of the 19th century.

233 DUFFIELD STREET (BLOCK 146, LOT | 2)

As described above, Lot 12 originally straddled the boundary of the John Duffield and Samuel
Fleet estates. Lot 12 was acquired by John Duffield’s daughter, Susan Lawrence, by 1829; was
included in a court case against Susan Lawrence; and wag purchased by Daniel Lord in 1847. In
1848 Daniel Lord sold the lot to Thomas Edwards, a Brooklyn builder.'%” At least by 1850, a

notice in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle indicated Thomas Edwards had built three houses on the east
side of the street, which seem to comrespond to Lots 10, 11, and 12.'%

It appears that Thomas Edwards never lived on Lot 12; he is listed in Brooklyn city directories
with residences at 255 Gold Street (ca. 1849-1859) and 99 Duffield Street (ca. 1859-1871). In
several instances his lots were advertised for sale due to unpaid back taxes, and in one case he
was forced to sell part of his interest in Lot 12 to another person to cover debts incurred resulting
from a court case."™ Thomas Edwards was able to retain at least partial ownership of the 233

The first documented tenant on Lot 12 may have. been William Clem, who had a hardware store
on Fulton Street, and whose address in the Brooklyn city directories for 1850-1852 was
“Duffield near Fulton.”'!! The 1850 federal census recorded William Clem and his household
after a known resident of Lot 11 and before a known resident of Lot 14, suggesting that he may
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According to Brooklyn city directories, the house on Lot 12 was occupied ca. 1851-1852 by
Louisa Foulkes, a widow, and ca. 1851-1853 by Francis Peck, the first rector of St. Mark’s
Church on Fleet Street, a missionary effort “to their less fortunate brethren” of the Church of the
Holy Trinity, which had opened in September 1250."3 In late 1852, Francis Peck purchased Lot
14 from John A. Ackley, and city directories and censuses place him on Lot 14 from 1853-
1863.1"* Although the 1855 New York State census and the 1860 federal census were made
when Francis Peck was living on Lot 14, not Lot 12, they indicate the nature of his household
during this period. In 1855 the state census lists the household as: Francis Peck, 43, his wife, 26,
their two children, two Irish servants, and his brother-in-law. In 1860, the household had lost the
Irish servants, but had added Thomas Carver, the new reverend for St. Mark’s Church, who had
begun his duties in mid-1 859, after Peck had withdrawn from the rectorship earlier that year.“

The next resident who could be identified on Lot 12 was William or Walter O. Lewis, from ca.
1853-1861, noted variously as a telegraph clerk, a telegraph agent, or a telegrapher.”ﬁ The 1855
New York State census lists the people at this address as: Walter O. Lewis, a telegraph clerk, age
40, born in Connecticut; Harriet Lewis, his wife, age 28, born in Connecticut; Ellert Lewis, their
daughter, age 17, born in Oswego County; Alfred Lewis, their son, age 14, bomn Oswego
County; Charles Lewis, their son, age 9, born in Connecticut; Zuriah Lewis, William/Walter’s
mother, age 68, bom in Connecticut; and Mary Bergen, a servant, age 19, bomn in Treland. The
1860 federal census lists the people at this address as: William, Harniet, Alfred, Charles, and
Harrict Lewis (their daughter, age 4, born in New York), and Bridget Kelly, a servant, age 21,
born in Ireland.

Brooklyn city directories from 1862-1864 list a Reverend John A. Crawford at this address. A
Reverend John Crawford is listed in a Brooklyn Daily Eagle article from 1850 as having been
appointed from the Madison Street Methodist Episcopal Church in New York to the Washington
Street Methodist Episcopal Church (also known as the Third Street Methodist Episcopal Church)
in Brooklyn. Brooklyn city directories from 1851-1853 list a Reverend John S. Crawford, as the
pastor of the Third Methodist Church, and Stiles lists a Reverend John Crawford as the pastor
for the Washington Street Methodist Church from 1851-1852 and as a pastor for the Grand
Street Methodist Episcopal Church in 1854.""

From 1864-1868, the house on Lot 12 was occupied by the household of Thomas B. Jones, a
bookkeeper.'"® The 1865 New York State census lists the people at this address as: Thomas B.
Jones, a bookkeeper, age 40, born in Queens County; Adeline Jones, his wife, age 40, born in
New York; William Jones, their son, a clerk, age 19, born in Kings County; Frank B. Jones, their
son, age 6 months, born in Kings County; Bridget Bums, 2 servant, age 24, born in Ireland; and
Mary Clark, a servant, age 30, born in Ireland.

The last residents identified for Lot 12 appeared in the 1870 federal census but are not listed
the Brooklyn city directories at this address in 1870 or previous/subsequent years. The 1870
federal census lists the people at this address as: Edward Newell, a watchmaker, age 36, born in
Pennsylvania; Sue Newell, his wife, age 30, born in Pennsylvania; Hattie Newell, their daughter,
age 11, born in Delaware; Laughlin Newell, their son, age 5, born in Delaware; Edward Newell,
Jr., age 10 months, born in New York; Robert Peel, a store clerk, age 30, bom in Treland;
Edward Munsey, a store clerk, age 28, born in Ireland; John Valdee, a worker in a sugar store,
age 33, born in Cuba; Mary Foster, age 49, born in New York; Ray Simpson, age 35, born in
Pennsylvania; and Carrie Foster, age 272, born in Pennsylvania. Presumably, the six additional
adults were boarders of the Newells.
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235 DUFFIELD STREET (BLOCK 146, LoTil)
As described above, Lot 11 originally straddled the boundary of the John Duffield and Samuel

" Fleet estates. Lot 12 was acquired by John Duffield’s daughter, Susan Lawrence, by 1829; was

included in a court case against Susan Lawrence; and was purchased by Daniel Lord in 1847. In
1848 Daniel Lord sold the lot to Thomas Edwards, a Brooklyn builder.'® As described above, at
least by 1850 a notice in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle indicated Thomas Edwards had built three
houses on the east side of the street, which seem to correspond to Lots 10, 11, and 12."*® Thomas
Edwards was able to retain ownership of the 235 Duffield Street property through his lifetime;
his descendants were listed as owners and paid the taxes on Lot 11during the later 19th century.

The Lot 11 property was rented to a number of people from the time it was built, ca. 1848-1 850,
through the remainder of the 19th century. Census records and city directories enabled the
identification of some of these residents. The earliest known resident of Lot 11 was Seth Crosby,

* who lived on thé lot from ca. 1850-1852, and was identified variously as a hatter or working in a

hat store.'”' The 1850 federal census lists the following people at this address: Seth Crosby, a

hatter, age 57, bom in New York; Harriet Crosby, his wife, age 46, bom in Connecticut;
Amanda Crosby, their daughter, age 23, born in New York; and Delia Crosby, their daughter,
age 18, born in New York. Brooklyn city directories from 1852-1855 note a Henry G. Nichols,
an iron merchant, with a residence at this address. The Brooklyn city directory from 1854-1855
also lists' Isaac W, Nevins, a sash and blind maker, with a residence at this address. In 1855, a
merchant named William W. Walsh and his family lived on Lot 11. Walsh’s business dealt in
flour and feed, and was located nearby on Myrtle Street. Walsh was also an Alderman for the
11th Ward."”? The 1855 New York State census lists the following people at this address:
William W. Walsh, age 34, born in New York; Catharine Walsh, his wife, age 28, bom in New
York; Austin M. Walsh, their son, age 4, bom in Kings County; Amos Walsh, their son, age 2,
born in Kings County; Mary Hammon, a servant, age 20, born in Ireland; and Margaret Fulam, a

servant, age 13, born in Kings County. Edwin Walsh, a shipping agent, is listed in the 1856-1857
Brooklyn city directories at this address.

The next resident of Lot 11 also could only be identified as living on the lot for one year. Amos
Greenleaf, who had a dry goods store, was listed at Lot 11 in the 1860 Brooklyn city directory'?
-and the 1860 federal census. The 1860 federal census lists the following people at this address:
Amos Greenleaf, a merchant, age 43, born in New York; Mary Greenleaf, his wife, age 41, born
in New York;-Sarah Greenleaf, their daughter, age 18, bom in New York; and Eliza Hyde, a

i= servani, age 21, born in Ireland. Ira Stanley, a civil engineer, was a resident of Lot 11 from

1863-1872."* The 1865 New York State census lists the following people at this address: Frie
Stanley, a civil engineer, age 44, born in Massachusetts; Ann Stanley, his wife, age 35, born in
Rhode Island; Ira Stanley, Jr., their son, a dey maker, age 18, born in Rhode Island; Charles A.
Stanley, their son, age 13, bomn in Rhode Island; Allee M. Stanley, their son, age 11, born in
Rhode Island; Clara Stanley, their daughter, age 8, bomn in Rhode Island; Frank Stanley, their
son, age 6, borm -in Rhode Island; Annie Stanley, their daughter, age 3, bomn in Kings County;
and Bridget McCormick, a servant, age 34, born in Ireland. The 1870 federal census lists the
following people '_at this address: Ira, Ann, Charles (now listed as a bookkeeper), Abbie, Clara,
Frank, and Annie Stanley; and Mary Ward, a domestic, age 30, born in Ireland.
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436 GOLD STREET/ALBEE SQUARE (BLOCK 146, LOT 51)

As described above, Lot 51 was originally part of the Samuel Fleet estate. Through at least the
late 1850s, the lot was part of the Fleet mansion’s grounds; at some point between 1855 and
1865, it seems likely that a structure was built on Lot 51. Samuel Fleet passed away in 1864 and
Emeline F. Sackett, the daughter of Samuel Fleet, acquired the lot in 1865. Emeline Sackett was
married to Clarence D. Sackett, a lawyer and Alderman for the Seventh Ward. The Sacketts
lived in Manhattan, at 40 Twelfth Street (ca. 1848-1854) and 142 West 25th Street (ca. 1854-
1858). Clarence Sackett appears to have died sometime around 1858, as Emeline Sackett appears
in the 1858-1859 Brooklyn city directory as a widow, living on Fulton opposite Elm Place,
possibly in the Fleet mansion, which was built in 1819 at the comer of Fulton and Gold Streets
and existed until at least 1869. An article from the Brooklyn Daily Eagle also notes that Clarence
D. Sackett built a Sackett mansion on Fulton Street near Gold Street, and the 1823 Brooklyn city
directory lists him on Fulton Street, but the 1840 directory lists him at Jackson Street near
Willoughby Street.'”> Emeline Sackett appears never to have lived on Lot 51 during the time she
owned it, through 1877. At the time of her death in 1884, she lived in New Brunswick, New
Jersey. The only person identified in the Brooklyn city directories with a residence at this
address through 1870 is Theodore Curran, who is noted as living at 310 Gold Street in the 1866-
1867 directory. As described above under “Building Construction and Alteration,” it 1s
considered possible that the structure was built after Samuel Fleet’s death in 1864 and before the
surveyor’s map of August 1865. This potential seems particularly plausible given the lack of
resident information in the Brooklyn city directories until 1866.

D. POTENTIAL CONNECTIONS OF THE OWNERS AND RESIDENTS

All of the names mentioned above, including the owners of the land before construction of the
buildings (such as John Duffield, Susan Lawrence, Anna Prince, and Daniel Lord) were noted
and formed the basis for research into potential connections of the owners and residents to
abolitionist churches, societies, activities, or noted persons.

LOCAL CHURCHES

Membership lists and any other relevant information for the following churches, which were
located in the surrounding area and were established pre-1865, were sought: Bridge Street
AWME Church, Concord Baptist Church, First Presbyterian Church, Fleet Street Methodist
Episcopal Church, Friends Meéting House, Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church, Pierrepont
Street Baptist Church, Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims, St. Ann’s Church, St. Mark’s Church,
Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church, Second Reformed Dutch Church, Siloam Presbyterian
Church, and the Washington Street Methodist Episcopal Church. The historic location of these

buildings during the period of significance is noted on Figure 18. Figure 18 also notes the.

locations of the First Reformed Dutch Church, St. James Cathedral, St. Charles Borromeo
Roman Catholic Church, St. Peter St. Paul Our Lady of Pilar Church, and the Church of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which were all founded before the Civil War.
Membership lists and any other relevant information were also sought for Mother African
Methodist Episcopal (AME) Zion Church and ‘the First Colored Presbyterian Church (also
known as the Shiloh Presbyterian Church}, both of which were located Manhattan.

Any available information from the New York City Register, New York Public Library,
Brooklyn Public Library, New-York Historical Society, New York Genealogical and
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Biographical Society, Family History Center of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
(Brooklyn), Friends Historical Library at Swarthmore College, American Baptist-Samuel
Colgate Historical Library, Episcopal Diocese of Long Island, General Theological Sermmnary,
Union Theological Seminary, genealogical websites, the Brooklyn Daily Eagle online database
of articles from 1841-1902, and the New York Times online database of articles from 1851-2001
was reviewed. The churches were also contacted to obtain any additional records they might
have.

As described above, according to the property owner of 227 Duffield Street, Thomas and Harriet
Truesdell, residents and owners of 227 Duffield Street, attended Zion Shiloh Baptist Church.
The Zion Shiloh Baptist Church building was built sometime between 1855 and 1867, based on
the maps from those dates. The building was located on the east side of Duffield Street between
Myrtle and Willoughby Streets, and was demolished sometime between 1982 and 1995 (based
on the Sanborn maps from those dates). It appears to have been constructed for a Presbyterian
church, possibly the First Reformed Presbyterian Church. In 1889 it was occupied by Concord
Baptist Church (see discussion below). After the Concord Baptist Church congregation left the
church on Duffield Street in 1917, it was later used by the Antioch Baptist Church (ca. 1930-
1950) and then by Zion Shiloh Baptist Church {ca. 1985-demolition), based on the Sanborn
maps from those dates. Therefore, it does not appear that the Zion Shiloh Baptist Church dates
from the period of significance, although the building in which it was located was built during
that period.

As noted by peer reviewer Dr. Marilyn Pettit, there were more churches founded in the
antebellum period than are listed in this report, including, for example, fifteen Methodist
churches in Brooklyn between 1794 and 1858. The temper of these churches can be stated for
some, but not for all, because the Protestant denominational churches were riven by
congregational dissent during the so-called Second Great Awakening as, for example, the 1837
schism of the Presbyterian churches. It is well-known that the Presbyterians sorted themsélves
out along doctrinal lines during this decade. While imputing motive to a selected set of church
membership transfers and land transactions is uncertain, it can be said that some churches came
to be, if not founded precisely for that purpose, more hospitable to African Americans than other
churches. h

BRIDGE STREET AWME CHURCH

The Bridge Street African Wesleyan Methodist (AWME) Church was the first African American
church to be established in Brooklyn. It was incorporated in 1818 as the High Street AWME
Church, by individuals seceding from the Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church (see
discussion below). The congregation moved to the building at 311 Bridge Street in 1854, at
which time it changed its name to the Bridge Street AWME Church. It remained at this location
until 1938. The building at 311 Bridge Street was onginally constructed for the First Free
Congregational Church in 1846-1847; that congregation had been organized in 1841 but
disbanded in 1854. According to the partial copy of a centennial program for Bridge Street
AWME Church submitted by Joy Chatel, Henry C. Bowen was one of the trustees of the First
Free Congregational Church. The Bridge Street AWME Church is reported to have been a
station on the Underground Railroad.'?® ;

In addition to its potential connection to the Underground Railroad, the Bridge Street AWME
Church—as well as other African American churches in the Downtown Brooklyn area, and'
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Shiloh Presbyterian Church and Mother AME Zion Church in Manhattan—was researched
because African American churches in northem cities have been reported to be the best-
organized African American institutions to aid freedom seekers. They aided freedom seekers by
providing food, clothing, shelter and information, and they were sought out by those who wanted
to stay and seek employment, as well as those who needed concealment and sanctuary. '’

The Reverend Richard Harvey Cain, who was a pastor of the Bridge Street AWME Church from
either 1861-1865 or 1861-1863 and, possibly, the pastor of the Fleet Street Methodist Episcopal
Church from 1863-1865, was involved with the African Civilization Society. Reverend Cain also
was called “our black Beecher” in the Pacific Appeal for a speech he gave in 1863 calling on
African American men to enlist in the army.

The following membership records were identified and reviewed relating to the Bridge Street
AWME Church: a list of officers, trustees, stewards, and class leaders, 1818; a list of pastors,
1818-1918; and a list of members who moved from the original High Street AWME Church to
the Bridge Street AWME Church, 1854. The church’s on-site membership records date: from the
early 20th century, mostly 1908-1915. No matches with the names of the owners and residents
of the Duffield Street and Gold Street buildings were identified.

CONCORD BAPTIST CHURCH

Concord Baptist Church, also known as the Concord Street Baptist Church of Christ, was
founded in 1847 by six members of Manhattan’s Abyssinian Baptist Church who resided in
Brooklyn. The congregation of the church was African American. The church’s first building
was constructed on Concord Street near Duffield Street. In 1872 the congregation moved to a
building on Canton Street in Fort Greene, and then moved again in 1889 to a building on
Duffield Street north of Willoughby Street (see discussion above). The congregation moved
again in 1917, to Adelphi Street near Myrtle Avenue, and then in 1937 to 833 Marcy Avenue,
where it remains today. It is reported that the Concord Baptist Church provided sanctuary for
freedom seekers in the antebellum period.'?’

No membership or other relevant records for the Concord Baptist Church have been identified.
According to a representative of Concord Baptist Church, the church has no historical
membership records from the relevant time period. The American Baptist-Samuel Colgate
Historical Library did not have any membership records for Concord Baptist Church.

FIRST COLORED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

The First Colored Presbyterian Church in Manhattan, also known as Shiloh Presbyterian
Church,® was established in 1822 at the comer of Frankfort and William Streets in Manhattan.
Samuel Cornish was its first pastor. Theodore Wright was its second pastor; after his death in
1847, JJW.C. Pennington took up the pastorate. Under Reverend Pennington, the church changed
its name to Shiloh Presbyterian Church.”®' Subsequent pastors include J.A. Gloucester and
Henry Highland Gamet. The congregation moved north to Prince Street at Marion Street in
1851, and built a new church m 1879 at the north side of 26th Street near Seventh Avenue. The
church appears to have disbanded in 1888, and its building on 26th Street was sold ca. 1893."*%

Although this church was located in Manhattan, it was reviewed because it has been reported as -

a possible refuge for freedom seekers and because of its connection to J.W.C. Pennington.'” In
addition to materials relating to the church, materials written by Theodore S. Wright and JW.C.
Pennington were also reviewed; these are noted in the list of sources consulted.
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The following membership records were identified and reviewed relating to Shiloh Presbyterian
Church: minutes of the session (1857-1869), and a general register of members from 1844. In

the 1844 list of members, Eliza Harris is noted as a member of the church. This is close to the’

name of “Elizabeth Harris,” who was listed in the 1855 New York census as a servant at 227
Duffield Street. Elizabeth Harris was noted as being 19 years old in the census, which would
make her 8 years old in 1844; she was also noted as having been in Brooklyn for two years.
Therefore, it is considered unlikely that the membership listing for Elizabeth Harris is a match to
the Duffield Street resident.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

The First Presbyterian Church was founded in 1822. Its church building stood on the current site
of Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims until 1846, at which time it erected its current edifice, on
Henry Street near Clark Street in Brooklyn Heights. Samuel Hanson Cox was the pastor of the

--+- church from 1837 until 1854. Although the church has not been reported to have been a station

on the Underground Railroad, it was reviewed because of its connection with Samuel Hanson
Cox (see discussion above). The following membership records were identified and reviewed
relating to the First Presbyterian Church: church manuals from 1863, 1868, and 1875. Materials
relating to or written by Samuel Hanson Cox were also reviewed; these are noted in the list of
sources consulted.

Emma Smith is noted as a member who joined the church in 1874. This is the same name as
“Emma Smith,” the child of J. Ogden and Angeline Smith, who lived at 223 Duffield Street ca.
1848-1858. In the 1850 federal census, Emma Smith is noted as being & months old, which
would make her 25 in 1874. Brooklyn city directories from 1848-1871 have no listing for an
Emma Smith; however, the 1870 federal census notes four Emma Smiths as living in Brooklyn.

Sarmuel Fleet is listed as a signor of a letter to David Leavitt, dated January 30, 1839, dealing
with the schism in the congregation that occurred during Reverend Cox’s pastorate; he seems to
have been a member of the group that withdrew from the congregation. This is the same name as-
“Samuel Fleet,” who owned the land on which the 436 Gold Street building was ultimately
developed. Brooklyn city directories only list one Samuel Fleet from 1848 until his death in
1864; thercfore, it is presumed that this listing is a match.

FLEET STREET METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
The Fleet Street Methodist Episcopal Church—also known as the Fleet Street African Methodist

- Episcopal Zion Church, and later the First African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church—was

established in March 1850. The church is reported either to have originated through a
disagreement of members of the Bridge Street AWME Church; or through the action of
members of the Sands Street and Washington Street Methodist Episcopal Churches; or through
fifteen members of an AME church relocating to Atlantic Avenue.'™ The congregation built a
church at the comer of Fleet and Lafayette Streets in 1850; this structure was replaced in 1853.
In 1905 the congregation moved to Bridge Street, after the second floor of the Fleet Street

. church collapsed; at that time, the church changed its name to the First African Methodist

Episcopal Zion Church.'"*® The church has been at McDonald and Tompkins Avenues since at
least 1946. Although this church is not reported to have been a station on the Underground
Railroad, it was researched because it is presumed to have had an African American
congregation and because of its proximity to the Duffield Street and Gold Street houses during
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the period of significance. As described above, African American churches in northern cities
have been reported to be the best-organized African American institutions to aid freedom
seekers. In addition, the proximity of the church’s original location to the Brooklyn Navy Yard
is considered noteworthy. African American sailors, as a class, are reported to have been heavily
involved in abolitionist activity, the smuggling of antislavery material, and the facilitation of
flights from slavery. In addition, as noted above Reverend Richard Harvey Cain may have been
the pastor of the Fleet Street Methodist Episcopal Church from 1863-1865.

The following membership records were identified and reviewed relating to the Fleet Street
Methodist Episcopal Church: a list of trustees, the Sabbath School superintendent, and certain
members, 1850; and a list of pastors, 1850-1869. No matches with the names of the owners and
residents of the Duffield Street and Gold Street buildings were identified.

FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE

The Brooklyn Friends congregation first gathered in 1835, and built its first meeting house at the
corner of Henry and Clark Streets. The current Friends Meeting House was constructed in 1857.
The New York State Freedom Trail Program Study notes that by some accounts the meeting
house served as an Underground Railroad station;'’® however, representatives of the Friends
Historical Library at Swarthmore College and the Brookiyn Monthly Meeting have no
information relating to such a possible cormection.'”” Abstracts of the records of the Monthly
Meeting of New York (Hicksite), 1827-1957 and the Monthly Meeting of New York
(Orthodox), 1828-1957 were reviewed.

William H. Macy, Jr., 2 member of the New York Monthly Meeting who was born in 1854 and
died in 1891, was reportedly married to Carrie E. Foster on December 12, 1876. This might be
the same person as “Carrie Foster,” a boarder at 233 Duffield Street in 1870. However, there are
no records in the abstracts that indicate Carie Foster was a member. There is one listing for a
Carrie or Caroline Foster in the Brooklyn city directories, from 1869-1870: a dressmaker at 226
Washington,

Thomas Woodward, Jr., who was bomn in 1846, was reported married to Emma Smith (no date),
noted as not a member. This is the same name as “Emma Smith,” the child of J. Ogden and
Angeline Smith, who lived at 223 Duffield Street ca. 1848-1858. Brooklyn city directories from
1848-1871 have.no listing for an Emma Smith; however, the 1870 federal census notes four
Emma Smiths as living in Brooklyn. No wedding notice for an Emma Smith to a Thomas
Woodward, Jr. has been identified.

Henry Jacob, with his wife Elizabeth Harris, was given a certificate in 1869. They came from the
Darlington Monthly Meeting (possibly of Darlington, Pennsylvania or Darlihgton, Ohio) and
were sent to the Elba Monthly Meeting (possibly of Elba, New York or Elba, Ohio); therefore, it
appears that they were members of the New York Monthly Meeting for a very brief period of
time that year. This name is the same as “Elizabeth Harris,” who was listed in the 1855 New
York census as a servant at 227 Duffield Street. Elizabeth Harris was noted as coming from
North Carolina, and having been in Brooklyn for two years. Therefore, it is considered unlikely
that the membership listing for Elizabeth Harris is a match to the Duffield Street resident.
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LAFAYETTE AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

The Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church was established in 1857 as the Park Presbyterian
Church, and first met in a building at the comner of Carlton and DeKalb Avenues. In 1860
Reverend Theodore L. Cuyler became pastor of the church, and in 1862 the congregation moved
to a new church at 85 South Oxford Street—where it remains——and changed its name to the
Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church. The church has been reported to have been a station on
the Underground Railroad; it was also reviewed because of its connection with Reverend Cuyler
(see discussion above).

The following membership records were identified and reviewed relating to Lafayette Avenue
Presbyterian Church: a list of the original (1857) members; a list of the officers of the church,
1857-1885; a list of the Sabbath School officers, 1860-1885; a list of the members of the Young
People’s Prayer Meeting, 1860-1867; and a schema showing the original seating chart from
1860-61. Reverend Theodore Cuyler’s memoir, Recollections of a Long Life, an Autobiography
by Theodore Ledyard Cuyler, was also reviewed.

William Bidkar Jones is noted as a member of the Young People’s Prayer Meeting of the church
i 1861-1862. This is the same name as “William Jones,” a resident of 233 Duffield Street ca.
1864-1868. In the 1865 New York state census, William Jones is noted as being 19 years old,
which would make him 15 or 16 in 1861-1862. No other name from the Jones family is noted as
a member of the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church in available records. In addition, this is a
very common name. Between 1849 and 1870, there are between four and 34 entries per year in
Brooklyn city directories for a W. or William Jones, including a William B. Jones, 2 merchant
living at 360 Fulton in the directories from 1853-1875. Therefore, it is considered unlikely that
the membership listing for William Bidkar Jones is a match to the Duffield Street resident.

Daniel M. Lord is noted-as a member of the Young Peaple’s Prayer Meeting of the church in
1865-1866. This is the same name as “Daniel Lord,” the attorney who owned the 227, 233, and
235 Duffield Street lots from 1847 to 1848, before they appear to have been developed.
However, in the Dictionary of American Biography, Daniel Lord is noted as being active in the
Brick Presbyterian Church in Manhattan until his death in 1868."*® In addition, Mr. Lord does
not appear to have owned or occupied any of the buildings after their development; he is listed in
New York City directories from 1848-1868 as having a residence in Manhattan. Therefore, it is
unlikely that this listing is a match. It is presumed that the listing could refer to a Reverend
Daniel M. Lord, a Presbyterian minister of Shelter Island, who passed away in 1861.1*°

Charles Lewis is noted on the schema of 1860 pew owners. This is the same name as “Charles
Lewis,” the child of William and Harriet Lewis, residents of 233 Dufficld Street ca. 1855-1860.
In the 1860 federal census, Charles Lewis is noted as being 14 years old. No other Lewis family
name 1s noted as a member of the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church in available records.
As there are no other family members noted as members, and given the unlikelihood that a
person 14 years of age would have been able to own a pew at the church, it is considered
unlikely that the membership listing for Charles Lewis is a match to the Duffield Street
residence. It is considered more likely that the pew owner was Charles Lewis——a china merchant
with a residence on President Street near Henry Street, who is listed in the Brooklyn city
directories for 1857-1862—or one of the several other Charles Lewis’ listed in the Brooklyn city
directories from 1857-1859.
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MOTHER AME ZION CHURCH

The African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Zion Church was chartered in Manhattan in 1801, and
the Mother AME Zion Church was established in 1820."* Reverend James Varick was the first
bishop of the church. Mother AME Zion Church is reported to have been one of the first
churches in New York to be built and led by African Americans, and may have been a stop on
the Underground Railroad."* The church was originally located at Church and Leonard Streets
in Lower Manhattan, and is now located on West 137th Street in Harlem. No membership or
other relevant records for the Mother AME Zion Church have yet been identified. According to a
representative of Mother AME Zion Church, the church has no historical membership-records
from the relevant time period.

PIERREPONT STREET BAPTIST CHURCH

The Pierrepont Street Baptist Church was organized in April 1840, and Reverend E.EL. Taylor
was its first pastor. The church building, which was constructed in 1843-1844, was located at the
comer of Pierrepont and Clinton Streets. The church merged with the First Baptist Church in
1873 to form the First Baptist Church in Pierrepont Street. In 1893, the congregation moved to
its current location at Schermerhorn Street and Third Avenue, and the existing building (the
Baptist Temple) was constructed.’”” This church is not known to have been abolitionist, nor is it
reported to have been a station on the Underground Railroad. It was researched because Mary
Elizabeth Truesdell, the daughter of Thomas Truesdell, was married to Charles W. Frederickson
by Reverend E.E.L. Taylor in 1844." A list of the pastors of the Pierrepont Street Baptist
Church, 1840-1870, was reviewed; no matches with the names of the owners and residents of the
Duffield Street and Gold Street buildings were identified. No other records have been identified.
The American Baptist-Samuel Colgate Historical Library did not have any original records for
the church.

PLYMOUTH CHURCH

Plymouth Church, now Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims, was established in 1847, and moved to
its current building on. Orange Street in Brooklyn Heights in 1850. The congregation of the
Church of the Pilgrims was consolidated with that of Plymouth Church in 1934. The church was
“a foremost center of anti-slavery sentiment between 1847 and the outbreak of the Civil War ...
from its pulpit spoke such notable opponents of slavery as William Lloyd Harrison, Wendell
Phillips, Charles Sumner, and John Greenleaf Whittier.”"* The first pastor of the church was
Henry Ward Beecher who was, as discussed above, one of the foremost figures of the
abolitionist movement. In addition, Plymouth Church is reported to have been a station on the
Underground Railroad.'” Henry C. Bowen, son-in-law of Lewis Tappan, founded the church,
and was a resident of Willow and Hicks Streets in Brooklyn Heights. :

The following membership records were identified and reviewed relating to Plymouth Church: a
list of members of the church at its organization in 1847; a list of members, 1847-1867; a list of
members, July 1850; lists of officers of the church, trustees of the society, officers of the
Sabbath School, and the music committee, 1850; Plymouth Church’s own membership ledger;
and an “Abolitionists Honor Roll, 1683-1883.” The Plymouth Church of the Pilgnms-Henry
Ward Beecher Collection at the Brooklyn Heights Society was also reviewed, as well as other
publications relating to the church.
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Peter A. and Mary Hawes are noted as members of Plymouth Church from March 1860 through
February 1872. These might be the same people as “Peter A. and Mary M. Hawes,” who resided
at 231 Duffield Street in 1855. Peter A. Hawes is listed in the 1855-1856 Brooklyn city directory
at 231 Duffield Street (then 145 Duffield Street), as a merchant with a business address at 41
Dey Street in Manhattan. In the 1858-1859, 1860-1861, and 1862-1863 directories, Peter A.
Hawes is listed at Washington Avenue near Gates Avenue, with a business address at Pear]
(corner of Broadway), or 320 Broadway in Manhattan. Brooklyn city directories from 1849-
1871 have no other listing for a Peter or Mary Hawes; therefore, it is presumed that this listing is
a match. However, the membership of Peter and Mary Hawes in Plymouth Church dates to after
their residency on Duffield Street.

Two women named Mary Foster are noted as members of Plymouth Church. One joined in April
1858 and left for Elmira, New York in July 1863; the other Jjoined in May 1868. It is possible
that one of these women is the same person as “Mary Foster,” who was a boarder at 233
Duffield Street in 1870. It is also possible that the second listing could be the same person as the
first, if she rejoined the church. The Brooklyn city directories do not list any Mary Foster with a
residence on Dufficld Street; however, there are several listings for a Mary Foster (a widow, a
furniture store proprietor, and a boarding house keeper) between 1855 and 1871. :

Two women named Mary Clark are noted as members of Plymouth Church: Mary E. Clark, who
joined in July 1849, and Mary F. Clark, who joined in July 1867. It is possible that one of these
women is the same person as “Mary Clark,” who was a servant at 233 Duffield Street ca. 1864-
1868. However, as the Mary Clark who was a servant at 233 Duffield Street would have been
approximately 14 years old in 1849, it is considered unlikely that the membership listing for
Mary E. Clark is a match. In addition, this is a somewhat common name. Between 1848 and
1871, there are between one and seven entries per year in Brooklyn city directories for a Mary
Clark, including several entries for a Mary A. and/or Mary E. Clark. Therefore, it is considered
unlikely that the membership listing for Mary E. Clark is a match fo the Duffield Street resident.

Thomas Edwards is noted as a member of Plymouth Church from 1859 to 1867. As described
above, this might be the same person as “Thomas Edwards,” who appears to have developed 233
and 235 Duffield Street and owned (or his heirs) the properties from 1848 through the early 20th
century. Mr. Edwards does not appear to have occupied any of the buildings after their
development. Brooklyn city directories list a Thomas Edwards, builder, with residences at 255

- Gold Street (ca. 1849-1853 and 1855-1859), 207 Columbia Street (ca. 1851-1852), 99 Duffield

Street (ca. 1860-1861 and 1864-1871), and 123 Duffield Street (ca. 1872-1875). (The Brooklyn
city directory for 1846-47 lists him at 225 Gold Street, which is assumed to be a misprint.) In

. addition, this is a somewhat common name. Between 1849 and 1871, there are between one and

four entries per year in Brooklyn city directories for 2 Thomas Edwards. Therefore, 1t is possible
that the membership listing is not a match.

A Joseph L. Williams is noted as a member of Plymouth Church who joined in 1867. This is
nearly the same name as “Joseph/Joe.D. Williams,” who is listed as residing at 227 Duffield
Street ca. 1868-1870. However, this is 2 very common name. Between 1848 and 1871, there are

between two and 15 entries per year in Brooklyn city directories for a J. or Joseph Williams,
+ including an entry in 1870-1871 for a Joseph L. Williams at 306 Degraw Street. Therefore, it is

possible that the membership listing is not a match. In addition, Joseph D. Williams resided at
227 Duffield Street after the Emancipation Proclamation and end of the Civil War.
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ST. ANN'S CHURCH

The Episcopal Church of Brooklyn was incorporated in 1787, and St. Ann’s Church was
incorporated in 1795.* At that time, it occupied a building at Sands and Washington Streets; a
new church building was constructed on Washington Street at the corner of Prospect Street in
1825. In 1867, the congregation moved to another new building at the comer of Clinton and
Livingston Streets. Holy Trinity Church closed in 1857, and by 1970 had combined with St.
Ann’s under the name of the Church of St. Ann and the Holy Trinity, The congregation of the
Church of §t. Ann and the Holy Trinity was located in the building at Clinton and Livingston
Streets until ca. 1977, by which time it had relocated into Holy Trinity’s former building, at
Clinton and Montague Streets. Reverend Charles Pettit Mcllvaine was pastor of the church from
1827 until 1833, and Benjamin Clarke Cutler was its pastor from 1833 until 1863. Although the
church has not been reported to have been a station on the Underground Railroad, it was
reviewed because of its connection with Reverend Mcllvaine, who was an abolitionist, and
because the church’s congregants have been reported to be well known for their anti-slavery
sentiments.'¥’

The following membership records were identified and reviewed relating to St. Ann’s Episcopal
Church: a list of members 1788-1845, and parish year books for 1887, 1888, and 1892. In
addition, materials relating to or written by Reverend Charles Pettit Mcllvaine and Reverend
Benjamin C. Cutler’s memoirs were reviewed, as well as other publications relating to the
church; these are noted in the list of sources consulted. Union Theological Seminary and General
Theological Seminary had no records for the church.

Mrs. E. Sackett is noted as a member of St. Ann’s Church in 1833, who was removed as a
communicant sometime before 1845. This could be the same person as “Emeline Sackett,” who
owned the lot for 436 Gold Street from 1865-1877. However, the New York City directories
from [848-1849, 1851-1853, 1854-1857, and 1858-1859 also have a listing for an Emeline
Sackett, widow of Jesse, who lived on the Lower East Side {at 125 Delancy Street, 191 Orchard
Street, and 328 Houston), and the directories from 1857-1859 have a listing for an Elizabeth M.
Sackett, widow of Henry, a nurse, at 439 Eighth Avenue. Therefore, it is not certain that this
listing is a match.

Mrs. H.G. Nichols is noted as a member of St. Ann’s Church, joining in September 1843, This
could be the wife of “Henry G. Nichols,” who is noted with a residence at 235 Duffield Street
from ca. 1852-1855. There is only one Henry Nichols listed in Brooklyn city directories from
1848-1871; therefore, it is probable that this membership listing is a match.

ST. MARK'S CHURCH

St. Mark’s Church was organized in 1851 and incorporated in September 1851, as a missionary
effort undertaken by the Church of the Holy Trinity. The church was located on Fleet Street
north of Fulton Street until 1859, when it moved to a building on Lafayette Sireet. It moved
again to an existing church building on Adelphi Street in 1865, and built a new building at that
location in 1887. It was the headquarters of a mussion to deaf-mutes from 1892 untii ca. 1940,
and the Brooklyn Protestant Guild of the Deaf (also kntown as St. David’s Guild) was founded at
the church.'® Sometime between 1945 and 1949, it became the Church of St. Michael and St.
Mark.'® Reverend Francis Peck was its first pastor, and stayed with the church until 1859; he
was succeeded by Reverend Edmund Embury and then Reverend Thomas G. Carver. This
church is not known to have been abolitionist, nor is it reported to have been z station on the

34

|



N B NS S N S B A O W DE B e S Ew anm W

Research Report on the Potential Underground Railroad Associations of
the Duffield Street and Gold Street Properties in Downtown Brooklyn

Underground Railroad. It was researched because Reverend Francis Peck is noted in Brooklyn
city directories as residing at 233 Duffield Street ca. 1851-1853.

The following membership records were identified and reviewed relating to St. Mark’s Church:

- a list of the wardens, vestrymen, and early families of the church, 1851. Union Theological

Seminary and General Theological Seminary had no records for the church.

A Mr. Clem 1s listed as a vestrymen of the church pre-1856. This could be the same person as
“William Clem,” a hardware store owner, who is noted as living at 233 Duffield Street in 1850,
or his son William, a clerk. There are two other listings with the last name of Clem in the
Brooklyn city directories from 1854-1855 (a Frederick Clem and a John Clem); therefore, it is
not certain that this listing is a match.

SANDS STREET METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

. The Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church, also known as the Sands Street Wesleyan

Methodist Episcopal Church or the First Methodist Episcopal Church, was incorporated in 1794.
The first building for the church was erected in 1795, on New (later Sands) Street; this building
and an expansion were replaced in 1843 by a new building that was subsequently destroyed by
fire in 1848. The church was rebuilt on the same site and dedicated in 1849." This church was
bought in 1889 and demolished for the Brooklyn Bridge, and the congregation moved into the
Brooklyn Institute Building on Washington Street. In 1890, the congregation built a new church
at the comer of Henry and Clark Streets. The congregation was composed of whites, free
African Americans, and freed slaves. Between 1810 and 1817, the number of African American
members increased and relations between blacks and whites grew increasingly tense,
culminating when black congregation members were asked to pay $10 per quarter for seats in
segregated pews. ! This was compounded following the installation of Alexander McCaine,
who had written pro-slavery tracts and preached such views.'”? The situation led to the secession
of black members of the Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church and the establishment of the
first African American church in Brooklyn, the Bridge Street AWME Church (see discussion
above). The church contributed to the Freedman’s Aid Society sometime between 1857 and
1884. The Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church is not known to have contained an
abolitionist congregation or participated in the Underground Railroad, though it is reported that

- . there was an anti-slavery community within the church.

= The following membership records were identified and reviewed relating to the Sands Street

Methodist Episcopal Church: a list of trustees, 1794; a list of members, 1798-1883 (including
officers, trustees, and class leaders); a list of presiding elders, 1787-1883; a list of pastors, 1787-
1884; a list of Sunday School Missionary Society board of managers, 1847; and a list of building
committee members, 1848.

Nathaniel Bonnell is noted as a trustee of the church in 1825, a class leader in 1838, a steward in
1841, and a building committee member in 1848. This could be the same person as “Nathaniel

... Bonmel,” the owner of 225 Duffield Street from 1847 to 1858 and the apparent builder of the
-, original building on this lot. Nathaniel Bonne! does not appear to have lived at 225 Duffield
7 Street during the time he and his wife owned the property. The Brooklyn city directories for

1847-1870 have one listing for Nathanicl Bonnel, a mason/builder, with residences at 16 Prince.
Street (ca. 1848-1853), 203 Pearl Street (ca. 1854-1857), Quincy Street near Classon Avenue
(ca. 1858-1863), 167 Fort Greene Place (ca. 1863-1864), 243 Pear] Street (ca. 1864-1865), 57
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Butler (ca. 1865-1866), and 3 Hanson Place (ca. 1867-1871). (In the 1866-1867 Brooklyn city
directory, there is one listing for a bookkeeper named Nathaniel Bonnel, living at 151 Wyckoff.)

Ira Perego is noted as a class leader in 1852, and a trustee of the church in 1856. Ira Perego, Ir. is
noted as a Male Sunday School teacher, 1842; a member of the Sunday School Missionary
Society board of managers, 1847, class leader in 1852, a steward in 1859, superintendent of the
Third Male Sunday School in 1862, and superintendent of the First Male Sunday School in
1866. Either of these persons could be “Ira Perego,” the owner of 223 Duffield Street from 1858
to 1868. Ira Perego does not appear to have lived at 223 Duffield Street dunng the time owned
the property. As described above, New York City and Breoklyn city directories list an Ira Perego
with residences at 107 Greene (ca. 1848-1849), 197 Fourth (ca. 1849-1850), 164 Washington
{ca. 1850-1867), and 22-24 Sixth Avenue (ca. 1867-1871); his son, Ira Perego, Jr., is listed in
New York City and Brooklyn city directories with residences at 59 Christopher Street (ca. 1854-
1856} and 20 Hanover Place (ca. 1856-1871).

Alfred Perego is noted as a Male Sunday School teacher in 1857. This could be the same person
as “Alfred Perego,” who lived at 223 Duffield Street from ca. 1859-1869. There are no other
listings for an Alfred Perego in the New York City or Brooklyn city directories. Therefore, it is
presumed that this listing is a match.

John J. Studwell is noted as a steward of the church in 1847, a building committee member in
1848, and a trustee in 1850. This could be the same person as “John J. Studwell,” who owned the
lot on which 227 Duffield Street was constructed before its development. There are two entries
in the Brooklyn city directories for 1848-1850 for a John J. Studwell. Therefore, it is not certain
whether this listing is a match.

William Walsh is noted as a Male Sunday School teacherin 1842. This could be the same person
as “William W, Walsh”, who lived at 235 Duffield Street in 1855. However, in the Brooklyn city
directories for 1848-1871, there are between one and five enfries per year for a Willlam Walsh.
Therefore, it is not certain whether this listing is a match.

SECOND REFORMED CHURCH

The Second Reformed Church, also known as thé Church on the Heights or the Central
Reformed Church, was established in 1837. In 1840, the congregation built a church building on
Henry Street near Clark Street. In 1851, the congregation moved to a new building on Pierrepont
Street near Monroe Place. The church merged with the Old First Reformed Church, now located
at Carroll Street and Seventh Avenue in Park Slope, in 1931. Although the chuich has not been
reported to have been a station on the Underground Railroad, George Washington Bethune, its

pastor from 1848 until 1858, was an abolitionist.'>

No membership records relating to the Second Reformed Church/Church on the Heights have
been identified. Materials relating to or written by George Washington Bethune were reviewed;
these are noted in the list of sources consulted. No matches with the names of the owners and
residents of the Duffield Street and Gold Street buildings were identified.

SEVENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

The Seventh Presbyterian Church at 188 Broome Street, corner of Ridge Strect, was established
ca. 1818 and merged with the Church of the Sea and Land at Market and Henry Streéts in 1934.
At that time, New York Times article called it the oldest Presbyterian church in the city." The
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church has not been reported to have been a station on the Underground Railroad. The records of
the church were on the same reel of microfilm from the Presbyterian Historical Society as those
of Shiloh Presbyterian Church, and coincidentally had several member names that matched those
of Duffield Street owners/residents. The membership records reviewed were a list of members

"*"and baptisms, 1818-1888.

John A. Ackley 1s noted as a member received into the church in December 1827. This is the

. same name as “John A. Ackley,” who appears to have built the house at 231 Duffield Street and

owned its lot from 1850-1853. There is only one listing for a John Ackley in the Brooklyn city
directories from 1848 until his death in 1853; therefore, it is assumed that this listing is a match.

SILOAM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Siloam Presbyterian Church began as a mission in 1847 on Fulton Street by the Reverend James
N. Gloucester, and was established in 1849. The congregation of the church was African

~American. The church was first located on Myrtle Avenue, but moved in 1850 to a building at

160 Prince Street. Reverend Amos Freeman joined the church in 1852. The wood-frame church
building on Prince Street required demolition in 1891, and the church was housed in several
locations before moving to 260 Jefferson Avenue in Bedford-Stuyvesant in 1910, where it
remains today."* The congregation of Siloam Presbyterian Church created a fund for the
Underground Railroad, and it is reported that the church provided freedom seekers with food,
clothing, and refuge."®

The following membership records were identified and reviewed relating to Siloam Presbyterian
Church: an incomplete list of pre-1860 members; a roll of members, 1860-1899; a register of
deaths, beginning in 1896; a list of pastors, 1849-1999; a register of deacons, beginning in 1849;
and a list of officers, 1847-1899,

Edward Smith is noted as a member who joined the church in May 1873. This is the same name
as “Edward Smith,” the child of . Ogden and Angeline Smith, who lived at 223 Duffield Street
ca. 1848-1858. In the 1850 federal census, Edward Smith is noted as being 9 years old, which
would make him 32 in 1873. He is not noted in the census records as being African American;
however, as described above, such notations are somewhat subjective. With the exception of
Anna Smith, no other Smith family name is noted as a member of the Siloam Preshyterian

_, Church in available records. In addition, Edward Smith is a rather common name. During the
“period of significance, there are from four to 26 entries each year for an Edward Smith in
. Brooklyn city directories, including listings for a ‘colored’ laborer (in 1856-1857), seaman (in
- '1858-1859 and 1861-1862), porter (in 1863-1864), and driver (in 1868-1870). Therefore, it is
<"considered unlikely that the membership listing for Edward Smith is a match to the Duffield

Street resident.

Annie Smith is noted as a member of Siloam Presbyterian Church who passed away in 1897.

.. This could be the same person as “Anna Smith,” the child of J. Ogden and Angeline Smith, who
“'lived at 223 Duffield Street ca. 1848-1858. In the 1850 federal census, Anna Smith is noted as
* being 3 years old, which would make her 50 in 1897. Anna Smith is not noted in the census

records as being African American; however, such notations are somewhat subjective. With the
exception of Edward Smith, no other Smith family name is noted as 2 member of the Siloam
Presbyterian Church in available records. Brooklyn city directories from 1848-1871 have no
listing for an Anna or Annie Smith. No obituaries were identified for an Anna or Annie Smith in
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the Brookiyn Daily Eagle or New York Times databases that may have noted whether Smith was
a maiden or married name.

Mr. Hunter, no first name given, is noted as a trustee of the church (no date given). This is the
same last name as “Robert Hunter,” who lived at 231 Duffield Street ca. 1862-1865. The Robert
Hunter on Duffield Street 1s not noted in the relevant city directories as being African Amencan;
however, such notations are somewhat subjective. This is also a somewhat common name:
between 1848 and 1871, there are from one to seven entries each year for a Robert Hunter, and
between eight and 44 entries each year for the last name Hunter, in Brooklyn city directories.
Therefore, it is considered unlikely that the membership listing is a match.

WASHINGTON STREET METHODIST EPISCOPAL, CHURCH

The Washington Street Methodist Episcopal Church, also known as the Third Methodist
Episcopal Church, was established in 1832 by the Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church and
was located on Washington Street between Concord and Tillary Streets. The church was
demolished ca. 1891 for the Manhattan Bridge.””’ This church is not known to have been
abolitionist, nor is it reported to have been a station on the Underground Railroad; however, it
was researched because Reverend John Crawford, who is noted in Brooklyn city directories as
residing at 233 Duffield Street ca. 1862-1864, is noted as a pastor of the church.

The following membership records were identified and reviewed relating to the Washington
Street Methodist Episcopal Church: a list of the board of trustees, 1835; a list of pastors, 1835-
1882; a partial list of debt fund contributors, 1865; and lists of consolidation committee
members, class leaders, and trustees, 1882, Other than Reverend Crawford, no matches with the
names of the owners and residents of the Dufficld Street and Gold Street buildings were
identified.

ABOLITIONIST SOCIETIES OR PROMINENT ABOLITIONISTS

For this information, a number of resources were reviewed, including, but not limited to: anti-
slavery petitions in the collections of the National Archives and Records Administration;
primary and secondary sources relating to numerous anti-slavery societies, including those in the
collections of the New-York Historical Society, the Schomburg Center for Research in Black
Culture, and the Archives of Ontario; the journals, memoirs, and/or papers of Henry Ward
Beecher, Sydney Howard Gay, the John Jay Family, Samuel J. May, Charles B. Ray, William
Henry Seward, Lewis Tappan, and Thurlow Weed; contemporary -local newspapers, including
the Brooklyn Evening Star, Williamsburgh Daily Times, Brooklyn Daily Union, Brooklyn Daily
Eagle, and the New York Times; contemporary African American and anti-slavery newspapers,
journals, and almanacs; Blassingame’s Antislavery Newspapers and Periodicals; “Accessible
Archives,” a digitized collection of 19th century African American and Christian newspapers
and journals; the photograph archives of the Brooklyn Public Library, New York Public Library,
and New-York Historical Society; the databases of the Library of Congress and the Gilder-
Lehrman Institute of American History; the National Union Catalog of Manuscripts Collections;.
and New York State’s Historical Documents Inventory. The full listing of resources reviewed is
available in the “Sources Consulted” listing at the end of this report.

The Prince Hall Masons, an African American Freemasons organization, has sometimes been
linked fo Underground Railroad activities. Several lodges were warranted (i.e., established) in
Brooklyn by the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the Free and Accepted Masons in Massachusetts:
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these are the Rising Sun No. 3 Lodge (1826), Stone Square No. 6 Lodge (1859), Widow’s Son
No. [ Lodge (1859), and the Hiram No. 21 Lodge (1863). However, no information about the
location or members of these lodges has been identified.

" No marriages between the owners and residents of Duffield Street and Gold Sireet, or between

the owners and residents of Duffield Street and Gold Street and abolitionist families of the area,
are known to have occurred.

Lists were obtained of:

American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society officers (1840-1855);
American Anti-Slavery Society members and officers (1835, 1839, 1840, 1853);

Anti-Slavery Convention of American Women (1837) delegates, corresponding members,
and pledges made;

Anti-Slavery Convention of American Women (1838) committee members and delegates;
Anti-Slavery Convention of American Women (1839) members and delegates;

Boston Female Anti-Slavery Society officers (1839);

Brooklyn Anti-Slavery Society officers (1840);

Donators and subscribers to the National Anti-Slavery Standard and the American Anti-
Slavery Society (1853-1857, 18591860, and 1862);

Female Anti-Slavery Society of Chatham Street Chapel members (1834);

Ladies Anti-Slavery Society of Brooklyn, Connecticut, officers (1834);

Ladies New York City Anti-Slavery Society members (1835), officers and managers (1836);
Manhattan Anti-Slavery Society members (1840);

Names on an 1839 call for a New York City Anti-Slavery Convention;

National Convention of Colored Men (1864) delegates;

New York Anti-Slavery Society officers (1854);

New York Committee of Vigilance members (1824), executive committee (1824, 1844), and
attendees of annual meeting (1837);

New York Manumission Society officers (1846-1849);

New York Young Men’s Anti-Slavery Society officers (1834);

Philadelphia Anti-Slavery Society officers (1835);

Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society officers (1841, 1848, 1868, 1869, 1870);
Providence Female Anti-Siavery Society members (1835);

Providence Female Juvenile Anti-Slavery Society officers {1834);

Rhode Island State Anti-Slavery Convention (1836) officers and delegates;

Subscription agents for the Colored American, Freedom's Journal, National Anti-Slavery
Standard, New York Evangelist, and Northern Star and Freedman’s Advocate;

Subscribers to the Liberator,

Third Anti-Slavery Convention of American Women (1839) delegates and corresponding
members;
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s  United Anti-Slavery Society officers (1837);

+ Signors to a call for a New York State Colored Inhabitants Convention (1840);

* Signors to a call against more slave states from the clergy of New York City (1854);
+ Committee members for a Colored Convention, 1840; and

¢ Committees for the First National Fair in aid of the Anglo-American Newspaper.

There were several potential name matches in the various sources and lists identified with the
known owners and residents of Duffield and Gold Streets. In addition, through “Accessible
Archives,” several newspaper or journal articles including a potential name match with an owner
or resident of Dufficld Street or Gold Street were identified. These are described in detail below.

A William Jones was noted as subscriber to the National Anti-Slavery Standard in July 1853. As
the William Jones who lived at 233 Duffield Street from ca. 1864-1868 would have been
approximately 7 years old in 1853, it i1s considered unlikely that this lising is .2 match. In
addition, this is a very common name; Brooklyn city directories from 1848-1871 have between
six and 42 entries for a William Jones (including 13 in the 1853-54 directory).

In the “Library of Congress” collection of anti-slavery petitions at the National Archives and
Records Administration, Washington, DC, one petition against admitting Arkansas as a slave
state, coming from New York State (no date}, is signed by a Joseph Williams. This might be the
same person as “Joseph/Joe D. Williams,” who is noted as residing at 227 Duffield Street ca.
1868-1870. However, given that Joseph Williams is not an uncommon name (see discussion
above), and the petition is from New York State, rather than Brooklyn in particular, it is
considered unlikely that this listing is a match.

There 1s also a listing for a Joseph Williams, from Brooklyn, on a list of African Americans from
Brooklyn who réceived land from Gerrit Smith in the Adirondacks in 1846-1847."°® This is the
same name as “Joseph/Joe D. Williams,” who is noted as residing at 227 Duffield Street ca.
1868-1870. As the Joseph D. Williams who lived at 227 Duffield Street ca. 1868-1870 would
have been approximately 14 years old in 1849, it is considered unlikely that this listing is a
match. The Joseph D. Williams at 227 Duffield Street is not noted in the census record as being
African American, but as noted, the race designations provided in the census and city directories
were subjective and could be inconsistent or jpaccurate. In addition, as noted above, this is a
Very common name.,

In the Christian Recorder, July 28, 1866, a report from Albany, New York notes that Francis
Peck, who has charge of the AME Church of Albany, made a speech at the first grand levee of
the Philomaethian Lodge, No. 742 G.M.O. of Odd Fellows, on July 27, 1866 at the AME Church
of Albany for the benefit of the Church. This might be the same person as “Francis Peck,” the
rector of St. Mark's Church on Fleet Street, who resided at 233 Duffield Street from 1851-1853

and at 229 Duffield Street from 1853-1860. However, according to a publication on St. Mark’s-

Church by Reverend Roche, Reverend Peck resigned from the church in 1859 to take the
direction of a mission on West 23rd Street in New York City."*® City directories from 1866-1871
list Reverend Peck as living on 8th Street north of South 9th Street, and New York Times articles
note him as a rector of the Calvary Protestant Episcopal Church at South 9th and 8th Streets
from ca. 1862-1882, when he retired.'™ Given his position at Calvary Protestant Episcopal
Church, it is considered unlikely that he would have charge of an AME Church in Albany at the
same time. :
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DANIEL LORD, JR.

The name Danicl Lord {or Daniel Lord, Ir.) was identified in a number of locations. In The
National Era, vol. VIII, no. 393, p. 110, July 13, 1854, a call to the People of the State of New
York, on the Nebraska Perfidy and Slavery Aggression, New York State Convention, To Be
Held At Saratoga Springs, August 16, 1854. “The undersigned ... do invite the voters of the
State to meet by their Delegates in Convention, at the village of Saratoga Springs, on
Wednesday, the 16th day of August next, to consider what measures are necessary and proper-
For the protection of the free States from Southemn aggression and Northern treachery; For the
recovery of the rights of the free States as an integral part of the Union; and For the rescue of the
General Government from the control of the Slave Power.” A Daniel Lord is listed as one of the

- members and signors of the letter. In another article in The National Era (vol. X, no. 492, p. 91,

June 35, 1856), entitled “Popular Movements in the Free States,” a Daniel Lord is noted as having
made a speech at a “great indignation meeting in New York, May 30th,” denouncing the

.. Perpetrator of an assault on Senator Sumner by Preston S. Brooks, as well as “others whom he
" regarded in the light of accessories.” Henry Ward Beecher also made a speech at the event.

Daniel Lord is noted in the article as a vice president of the Brooklyn Tabernacle. An 1845 letter
from Lewis Tappan notes an opinion, of which Mr. Tappan disapproved, written by Mr. Lord
regarding the constitution of the Ladies of the Moral Reform Society.

This might be the same person as “Daniel Lord,” the attorney who owned the 227, 233, and 235
Duffield Street lots from 1847 to 1848, before they appear to have been developed. As described
above, Mr. Lord does not appear to have owned or occupied any of these buildings after their
development; he is listed in New York City directories from 1848-1868 as having a residence in
Manhattan. In addition, his ownership of the properties was for a very brief time.

Daniel Lord was a prominent attorney and citizen of New York City. He ran for state senate in
the Federal party in 1841 (apparently unsuccessfully); was a trustee of the Astor Library;
represented a Confederacy defendant in the United States v. Schooner Savannah, a piracy case
duning the Civil War (for which he published a pamphlet in 1861 entitled “The Legal Effect of
the Secession Troubles on the Commercial Relations of the Country™); signed a memorial to the
Senate and House of Representatives, stating that states should have the right to regulate “the
matter of slavery in their borders, including the rights secured by the constitution to the delivery
of fugitives;™'®! represented the southern section of the Methodist Episcopal Church in a suit
against the northern section of the church, on a property settlement case resulting from the
separation of the church on the issue of slavery;'® was a delegate to the 1852 Whig National

i " Convention; and was against temperance laws as being prohibitory. He passed away in 1868.

TRUESDELL FAMILY

A number of listings were identified for Harriet Lee Truesdell and Thomas Truesdell, the owners

* and residents of 227 Duffield Street from ca. 1851-1863. Thomas Truesdell is listed as a

subscriber to the National Anti-Slavery Standard in June 1855, April 1860, March 1862, and
December 1862.'" A Thomas Truesdell (also spelled Truesdale) of Brooklyn is also listed as a

; contributor to the American Anti-Slavery Society in May 1853, July 1853, July 1855, May 1856,
-~ May 1857, May 1860, and April 1862. Although the subscription listing gives his address as

New York City, rather than Brooklyn, the New York City directories from 1847-1863 only list a
Thomas Truesdell, cotton broker, with a business address on Pear! Street and a home address on
Duffield Street in Brooklyn. Therefore, the Thomas Truesdell on the subscriber list is presumed
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to be the owner and resident of 227 Duffield Street. Thomas Truesdell was also listed as a
delegate from Providence, Rhode Island to the Rhode Island Anti-Slavery Convention, which
was held in Providence in February 1836.

A Liberator article from April 1835 describes the formation of a Female Anti-Slavery Society in
Providence, of which Harriet L. Truesdell was treasurer;'® the formation of this society and Ms.
Truesdell’s involvement as treasurer is also noted in The Devotion of These Women: Rhode
Island in the Antislavery Network. In 1837, an H.L. Truesdall wrote a letter to the Liberator,
describing the organization of the Providence Female Anti-Slavery Society in June of that year,
of which Mrs. Harriet Truesdall was ‘Cor. [corresponding] Secretary.”'® Harriet Truesdell also
was a delegate to and member of the program planning committee of the Anti-Slavery
Convention of American Women, which took place in Philadelphia in May 1838. No further
connections for Harriet or Thomas Truesdell have yet been identified.

Thomas Truesdell appears to have been born on July 10, 1789 in Woodstock, Connecticut and
died on March 10, 1874 in Cedar Grove, New Jersey. Harriet Lee appears to have been bom July
10, 1786 in Providence, Rhode Island. Harriet Lee Truesdell married Thomas Truesdeli in
Providence, Rhode Island on October 14, 1811 and died in Brooklyn on June 29, 1862. As noted
above, several of their children and grandchildren lived with them on Duffield Street: Julia Lee
Truesdell Batteris, who married Richard M. Batteris (also noted elsewhere as R M. Batturs, Esq.,
or Battins) on June 26, 1844 in Brooklyn and diéd in New York in 1880; Harriet Lee Batteris,
Tulia’s daughter, who was born on April 19, 1845 in Rhode Island and appears to have died in
1866 in New York {(according to the family bible, the first name was Helen, birthplace was
Brooklyn, and place of death was Philadelphia); Abbie Kennicutt Truesdell, who died in
Montclair, New Jersey on December 24, 1889 (or 1899, according to the family bible); Mary
Elizabeth Truesdell Frederickson, who married Charles W. Frederickson in May 1844 in
Brooklyn and died in Brooklyn on December 26, 1896 (the family bible alternately says 1894
and 1897); and Charles W. Frederickson, Mary’s husband, who died in January 1897.'% None of
the children resulting from the marmage of Harriet and Thomas Truesdell had any offspring who
survived past early childhood. No relevant listings or further information could be found for
Julia, Harriet, or Richard Batteris or Abbie Truesdell.

As noted above, Mary Truesdell was married to Charles W. Frederickson by Reverend E.E.L.
Taylor in 1844. Other than a list of the pastors of the Pierrepont Street Baptist Church, 1840-
1870, no other records for the church have been.identified; however, it is possible that the
Truesdell family were members of the church. As described above, this church 1s not known to
have been abolitionist, nor is it reported to have been a station on the Underground Railroad.

At the time of Mary Frederickson’s death she and Charles Frederickson lived at 141 Herkimer
Street in Brooklyn. According to Charles Frederickson’s obituary in the New York Times, he was
a printer before becoming a cotton broker, at one time serving on the Brooklyn Daily Eagle. His
obituary also notes that “during the Civil War he was Government Cotton Agent, and rendered
the government such valuable services that President Lincoln resisted all the political pressure
which had been exerted to secure his removal on account of his Democratic affiliations.”'®’

Thomas Truesdell had six siblings, including John Truesdell, who was bom July 25, 1786 in
Woodstock, Connecticut, and died on May 17, 1860 in East Killingly, Connecticut. In 1816,
John Truesdell designed the Matthew Bowen Homestead in Woodstock, Connecticut. This house
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and was owned after Matthew Bowen’s
death by Henry C. Bowen. (The property passed to Colonel Matthew Bowen, Matthew Brown’s
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son, and his son Andrew Williams Bowen, who sold it to Henry C. Bowen, his cousin.) As
described above, Henry C. Bowen founded Plymouth Church in Brooklyn Heights. Henry C.
Bowen also worked for Arthur and Lewis Tappan; married Lucy Tappan, one of the daughters of
Lewis Tappan; founded and edited The Independent, financed the establishment of the Brooklyn
Union as a Republican newspaper, and lived on Hicks and Willow Streets in Brooklyn
Heights.'®® Henry Bowen’s sister Amelia was a corresponding member from Woodstock,
Connecticut to the Anti-Slavery Convention of American Women, which was also attended by
Harriet Truesdell.

In Windham County, Connecticut three adjoining villages—Pomfret, Woodstock, and
Brooklyn—were the home of Bowens, Truesdells, and Bensons, as well as several prominent
abolitionists. Helen Eliza Benson of Brooklyn, Connecticut married William Lloyd Garrison in
1834. William Lloyd Garrison was heavily involved with Reverend Samuel J. May—who also
resided in Brooklyn, Connecticut—in the 1831-1834 struggles over Prudence Crandall’s school
for African American girls in Canterbury, Comnecticut, which neighbors Brooklyn.'®
Individuals such as Reverend May and Reverend Simeon Jocelyn (of New Haven, Connecticut)
were key figures in linking the activities of New England and mid-Atlantic abolitionists and their
organizations, which were important to facilitating the interregional network that assisted
freedom seekers and anti-slavery action. Reverends May and Jocelyn also helped tic Lewis and
Arthur Tappan to national abolitionist campaigns; for instance, Reverend Jocelyn appeared with
Arthur Tappan and William Lloyd Garrison at the 1831 National Negro Convention in
Philadelphia.'™ Reverend Jocelyn also was the pastor of the First Congregational Church in
Williamsburg, Brooklyn from the mid-1840s until his death in 1879

The submitted source Amazing Women of the Civil War references a Colonel William Truesdail,
who was the Chief of Army Police for the Army of the Cumberland. The online Truesdell
genealogy lists a William Truesdail who was born in 1815 in Chautauqua County, New York,
and died in 1868 in Bunker Hill, llinois, as this individual. Going back several generations, no
direct connections could be established to Thomas Truesdell, Therefore, the relationship
between the two individuals appears to be very distant.

PRO-SLAVERY SOCIETIES OR SOUTHERN SYMPATHIZERS
The New York Times and Brookiyn Daily Eagle online databases did not turn up any relevant

* information on the Democratic Vigilant Association, New York Kidnapping Club, Pine Street

Club, ‘slave catchers’, ‘blackbirders’, southern sympathizers, or other. similar search terms
related to known pro-slavery sentiments. Gotham: 4 History of New York City to 1898 mentions
several members of the New York Kidnapping Club, but none of the names match any of the
known owners or residents of Dufficld Street or Gold Street.

A Gideon Mapes, who might be the same person as “Gideon Mapes,” the owner of 225 Duffield

Street from 1866 through 1867, signed a petition published in the New York Times on December

15, 1859. The petition stated that “the undersigned, regarding with just abhorrence the crimes of

* John Brown and his confederates, desire to unite with our fellow-citizens of New York and

vicmnity in a public and formal denunciation of that and all similar outrages.” There is only one

= histing for a Gideon Mapes in the Brooklyn city directories from 1348-1871. Therefore, it is

presumed that this listing is a match. The signing of the petition and the rejection of John
Brown’s raid is not the same as a pro-slavery endorsement, however, and this name match is not
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considered to provide significant information in regard to potential Underground Railroad
activities.

CASES OF FREEDOM SEEKERS

The index listings for Kings County court hearings, minutes, determinations, efc. at the New
York City Municipal Archives for the 1830s and 1840s and through the 1860s were reviewed,
but did not turn up any cases relevant to the Duffield and Gold Street buildings, residents, or
owners. The New York Department of Records and Information Services (DORIS) database has
court records from 1830-1857, but had no references to fugitive slave cases. The New York
State Archives’ trial transcripts end in 1847, before the date of construction of the Duffield and
Gold Street buildings. African American Slave Narratives: An Anthology was reviewed and a
few narratives were found which mention staying in Brooklyn and being helped by or meeting
noted New York City abolitionists, but these do not include any description of people they
stayed with or addresses. Also reviewed were “Documenting the American South,” a website
that indexes slave narratives; Slavery and the Law; The Slave Catchers: Enforcement of the
Fugitive Slave Law, which contains an appendix with a list of known fugitive slave cases from
1850-1860; an article entitled “The Chronicles of Kidnapping in New York: Resistance to the
Fugitive Slave Law, 1834-1835" in the joumal Afro-Americans in New York Life and History,
and Judicial Cases Concerning American Slavery and the Negro, but found no matches with any
of the known owners’ or residents’ names or Duffield or Gold Street. Searches of the Brooklyn
Daily Eagle online database found no relevant references to escaped or fugitive slaves. The
Library of Congress has indicated that there are no unpublished slave diaries in their collection.

E. ORAL TRADITION

Oral Traditions and Beyond: A Guide to Documenting the Underground Railroad provides a
helpful definition of oral tradition:

QOral fradition, sometimes called folk history or community memory, is part of
traditional cultural patterns that have been passed from one generation to another.
While oral traditions can be based on events that actually occurred, they can also
be based on practices that have been accepted by people over time. ... Because
they often convey the sentiment of a community—its wishes and dreams—oral
traditions associated with the Underground Railroad reflect how the community
wants people to recognize not only the actions of those in the past but also the
values of present-day residents.'” '

There is a fair amount of debate regarding how-much faith to place in the historical accuracy of
oral traditions, and how oral traditions should be weighed against other sources of information.
Therefore, as discussed in Oral Traditions and Beyond, when evaluating an oral tradition that
relates to the Underground Railroad, it is tmportant to consider whether the story was recorded
or told by someone directly involved in the Underground Railroad; whether the author was
physically, mentally, and emotionally able to see and know what happened; what purpose(s) the
narrator may have had in recording the story, and what audience(s) he/she was addressing; and
how many years elapsed between the original event and the time the story was recorded. As
much as possible, an oral tradition should be corroborated with more than one source.
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POTENTIAL SOURCES OF ORAL TRADITIONS

Carlvin Smith (also referred to as Carl or Calvin), the source of one potential oral tradition
relating to the historical use of 233 Duffield Street (see discussions above and below) was
researched using Cole’s Metropolitan Householders Directory for Brooklyn (1971-1981 and
1983-1997), and New York City telephone directories from 1971-1975 and 1985-1993. There
were no listings for a person with the last name of Smith or Joker Jewelry at 233 Duffield Street
in any of the directories. In 1973-1974, there was a listing for “Merchant of OYQ African
Jewelry™ at 233 Duffield Street; however, there were no other Jewelry stores noted on Duffield
Street in any of the other directories. As noted above, the records for the social security number
provided indicate that a Carl S. Smith was born on April 13, 1961 and died August 30, 1996 at
the age of 35. Therefore, it is considered unlikely that this number is a match for a Carl/Calvin
Smith who would have owned a Jewelry store on Duffield Street in the 1980s. Additional
information provided on Carlvin Smith in the interviews conducted in January 2006 is described
below. Subsequent to the oral tradition collection interviews, letter requests to Reverend Herbert
Daughtry of the House of the Lord Church and to Ali Lamont were submitted Tequesting
additional information on Carlvin Smith and Georgia Ware, his mother. A response to these
letters will be acted upon if received.

Another potential source of oral tradition was identified and contacted: Paul E. Truesdell,
Jr——the great-grandson of Thomas Truesdell and his second wife, Janet Margery Gunn—who is
active in researching his family’s genealogy. To Mr. Truesdell’s knowledge, there are no family

oral traditions regarding the Truesdell family’s potential involvement in the Underground
Railroad.'™

Oral tradition outreach letters were sent to the following churches on September 17, 2004
Bridge Street AWME Church, Brooklyn Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends,
Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Concord Baptist Church, Old First
Reform Church, First Presbyterian Church of Brooklyn, Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church,
Mother Zion AME Church, Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims, St. Ann and the Holy Trinity
Church, St. James Cathedral-Basilica, St. Charles Borromeo Roman Catholic Church, St. Peter
St. Paul Our Lady of Pilar Church, and Siloam Presbyterian Church. The letters requested
assistance from the pastors of the churches in reaching out to their staff and parishioners, as well
as participants of any senior citizens programs the churches may operate, to inform them of this
effort, as parishioners may have oral traditions relating to the potential Underground Railroad
use of the Duffield Street and Gold Street properties. On the same date, the oral tradition
outreach letter was also sent to the Society of Old Brooklynites, a civic society founded in 1880
to promote and commemorate Brooklyn history.

The Reverend Daniel Mecter from theé Old First Reformed Church responded to the letter.
Reverend Meeter stated that the congregants of his church at the time were, unfortunately, slave-
holding advocates, and the Dutch Reformed Church was the last slave-holding congregation in
New York. In addition, the membership of the church had changed completely over the years
with its move from Downtown Brooklyn and near-closure in the 1970s. Therefore, he believed
that the congregation would have no relevant oral traditions relating to the Underground

" Railroad and the Duffield Street and Gold Street properties. As described above, the clerk of the

History Committee of the Brooklyn Monthly Meeting also responded to say that they were
unaware of any oral traditions concerning Brookiyn Quakers and the Underground Railroad. The
Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary responded that no_one was available to
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provide information on the oral tradition request. No other responses have been received thus far
from the churches.

At the suggestion of peer reviewer Andrew Jackson, oral tradition outreach letters were also sent
to Brooklyn and alumni/ae chapters of African American fraternities and sororities. The letters
requested assistance in reaching out to the Brooklyn-based alumni/ae of the fraternities and
sororities, since alumnae who grew up in the Downtown Brooklyn area could have oral
traditions relating to the potential Underground Railroad use of the Dufficld Street and Gold
Street properties. Letters were sent to the following chapters on October 7, 2004: Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Alpha Mu Chapter; Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Brooklyn Alumnae Chapter;
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Long Island University (Brooklyn Campus) Chapter; Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity, Alpha Alpha Phi Chapter, Beta Lambda Chapter, Kappa Beta Sigma Chapter,
and Long Island University (Brooklyn Campus)} Chapter; Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Eta Nu
Sigma Chapter and Kappa Epsilon Chapter; and Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Brooklyn College
Chapter and Delta Alpha Zeta Chapter. No responses have been received thus far from the
fraternities or sororities. Two of the outreach letters were retumed by the United States Postal
Yervice as unable to forward; attempts to find alternate addresses for these chapters were not
successful.

ORAL TRADITION COLLECTION EFFORT

The oral tradition collection effort began by searching for an oral historian who could interview
the potential sources of oral tradition, make transcripts of those interviews, and determine what
information, if any, should be followed up on from the interviews. Recommendations of
qualified oral historians were sought from the peer reviewers, Arizona State University’s Public
History Program, Brooklyn Historical Society, CityLore; New York City Landmarks
Presérvation Commission, New-York Historical Society, the Public History and History
Programs at New York University, Oral History Association, the Oral History Research Office
at Columbia University, and the Society for the Preservation of Weeksville and Bedford-
Stuyvesant History. An oral historian, Jennifer Scott, was selected in late September 2004. Ms.
Scott was unable to set up interviews with the property owners in October 2004, and had to end
her participation in the oral tradition collection effort at the end of October 2004 because of
academic commitments. A second oral historian team, Kemile Jackson and Professor Philip
Napoli of Brooklyn College, was sclected in late Novermnber 2004. The curriculum vitae of the
oral historians are provided as Appendix G of this report.

Ms. Jackson and Professor Napoli began communicating with the property owners in December
2004 to introduce themselves and set up interviews. A series of health issues initially prevented
the property owners from mecting with the oral historians. Although several introductory
meetings and a number of telephone calls were conducted, the property owners were reluctant to
accept the professional qualifications of Ms. Jackson and Professor Napoli or participate in the
oral history collection effort. Ultimately, the property owners did not commit to participation
and Ms. Jackson and Professor Napoli were unable to set up any interviews, with one exception.
One individual was interviewed by Kemile Jackson in February 2005. Because of academic
commitments, Ms. Jackson and Professor Napoli had to conclude their participation in the oral
tradition collection effort at the end of May 2005.

During Ms. Jackson and Professor Napoli’s participation on the oral tradition collection effort,
several individuals were suggested by the property owners or others as potential interview
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subjects, as they might have knowledge of the historical uses of the subject properties. These
individuals included Bishop Queen Mother Jordan, Dr. Amos Jordan, Garland Roberts, Robert
Patterson, and several others who were ultimately interviewed by Dr. Delores Walters (see
discussion below). As discussed above, Bishop Queen Mother Jordan—a member of the Society
of Old Brooklynites—is reported to remember playing in the subecellar spaces of the subject
properties as a child and hearing rumors of the buildings’ Underground Railroad connection.
Garland Roberts is a member of the Society of Old Brooklynites. Ms. Jordan and Mr. Roberts
declined to be interviewed or participate in the oral history collection effort. Dr. Amos Jordan
declined to be interviewed due to ill health. Robert Patterson, who is working on a study of the
Bridge Street AWME Church and its potential links to an African American village near the
church, expressed interest in participating in a group interview with the property owners;
however, because the property owners did not commit to participation in the oral history
collection effort during the involvement of Ms. Jackson and Professor Napoli, this interview did
not take place. ‘

In August 2005, the decision was made by the City to re-open the oral tradition coliection effort.
Recommendations of qualified oral historians were sought from the peer reviewers, as well as
the following organizations or institutions: African-American Genealogy Group; African
American  Museum of Philadelphia; American Anthropological Association; American
Ethnological Society; the Center for Oral History at the University of Connecticut; the Center for
Oral History and Cultural Heritage at the University of Southern Mississippi; the Center for
Studies in Oral Tradition at the University of Missouri; the Center for the Study of History and
Memory at Indiana University; CityLore; the Harry T. Williams Center for Oral History at
Louisiana State University; Heritage New York: Howard University; the Institute for QOral
History at Baylor University; Legacy Program; New York University; Oral History Association;
Oral History in the Mid-Atlantic Region; the Oral History Program at California State
University, Long Beach; the Oral History Program at the University of Kentucky; the Oral
History Research Office at Columbia University; the Port Washington Public Library Oral
History Program; the Southemn Oral History Program at the University of North Carolina; and
the William Still Underground Railroad Foundation. Based on this outreach, as well as the input
of the property owners of 227 and 233 Duffield Street, a third oral historian—Dr. Delores
Walters of the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center in Ohio—was selected in
October 2005. Dr. Walters” curriculum vita is'provided in Appendix G.

Dr. Delores Walters met with the property owners of 227 and 233 Duffield Street in early
November 2005, to discuss the oral tradition collection effort. In late December 2005 and early

B Januvary 2006, Dr. Walters conducted seven interviews. Some of the information from these

interviews, as well as the interview conducted in February 2005, that is relevant to the history of
the Underground Railroad in Brooklyn is provided below. Any documentary research conducted
to corroborate specific points of information is also provided. As approval of the transcripts of

these interviews has not been obtained, we are unable to provide a copy of the same, or the
" names of those individuals who were interviewed.,

As.discussed above, Jason Donegan, the property owner of 231 Duffield Street, also expressed

. interested in providing information for this report; however, he was unable to be interviewed in

person by Dr. Walters. Dr. Walters submitted a list of the questions that would have been
covered in an interview to Mr, Donegan in a letter dated January 9, 2006. Mr. Donegan’s
response to these questions, which was received in a letter dated April 14, 2006, is summarized
below and provided in Appendix H.

47



Research Report on the Potential Underground Railroad Associations of
the Duffield Street and Gold Street Properties in Downtown Brookiyn

A log of the contacts made during the searches for oral historians and the oral tradition collection
effort is provided as Appendix L.

Below is a summary of the material obtained during the oral tradition collection effort.

GENERAL HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

An overview of the Underground Railroad was provided, including the role of the northern
states, the Ohio River Valley, and water courses in the escapes of freedom seekers. It was noted
that while the Underground Railroad history of other parts of the country is wel documented,
New York City’s role has been largely omitted. The opinion was noted that this is because the
histories of the Underground Railroad were primarily written by white abolitionists, and that
New York City was dominated by African American abolitionists. It was noted that the
Underground Railroad was pervasive in New York City for African Americans, and that
Underground Railroad activity increased after passage of the Fugitive Slave Law in 1850. One
estimated, based on research, was that 30,000 African Americans who escaped from slavery
passed through New York City, and some of them stayed in New York City and achieved
sanctuary for a time.

The area from the Bridge Street AWME Church (at 309 Bridge Street) down to the Brooklyn
Navy Yard and the waterfront was an African village in the 19th century. This area formed.an
important Underground Railroad corridor, and there were a number of property-owning
abolitionists who lived in the area. Bridge Street was so named because a small wooden bridge
was built from the African village to the Navy Yard. In the 19th century, free African Americans
and whites crossed the water to go uptown to the churches in Manhattan. As the African
American population of Brooklyn grew and prospered, they built their own churches in
Brooklyn and further inland. After 1827, the churches and African American residents of
Downtown Brooklyn began to migrate to central Brooklyn.

Ancther opinion stated was that the proximity of Downtown Brooklyn to African American and
abolitionist churches, as well as businesses that could employ African Americans (the Navy
Yard, a tannery located on Stanton Street, and other waterfront industries} created an
environment that supported Underground Railroad activity. The opinion that Brooklyn was more
of a transit point and sanctuary for freedom seekers than Manhattan, which was full of slave
catchers, was also noted. The Long Island Sound provided a route from lower Manhattan into
lower Brooklyn; it also presented a transit point for escapes into Connecticut. The main road
going out to Long Island ran half a block past the houses on Duffield Street. Villages in what are
now the neighborhoods of Crown Heights and Bedford provided sanctuaries for freedom
seekers. Downtown Brooklyn and the Dufficld Strect area was the beginning of the Underground
Railroad route. It was also stated that there were also white abolitionists that assisted in the
effort, and that there is no such thing as a pacifist (meaning passive) abolitionist.

The story was related of a freedom secker from South Carolina, named Samuel Carson, an
ancestor of Sonny Carson, who joined the Navy and was buried in the Brooklyn Navy Yard.
Samuel Carson’s remains were later taken back to Ghana. Sonny Carson discovered the history
of his ancestor, and his wife might be able to provide more information. The story of Samuel
Carson suggests to the interviewee that this area of Brooklyn was a safe haven. Brooklyn had the
largest African population in the country; there were wide open spaces for various activities to
occur; and there were employment opportunities for African Americans. The history of James
Forten was described. Forten was a Revolutionary War prisoner on the British prison ships, who
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later became a wealthy man and financed the abolitionist movement, Absolom Jones, the Bridge
Street AWME Church, and the Episcopal church (no name provided). James Forten was also
instrumental in setting up the anti-colonization movement.

One individual helped to fund the Weeksville project spearheaded by Willie Jones. As they
began to conduct research on Weeksviile, they became aware of the Underground Railroad, and
began to chart the travels of freedom seekers from Downtown Brooklyn. Other recollections of

* area history mentioned included the Manumission Society, which was reported to be responsible

for providing the first public education for manumitted Blacks in New York City; John
Russworm, who edited Freedom’s Journal, a black female spy (*Madame X”) who warned
George Washington that his troops were about to be attacked; and A&S (Abraham & Strauss)
Department Store, as the first corporation to give bonuses to veterans after the Civil War. It was
also noted that African Americans could live as free people in New York, which had abolished
slavery in 1827. Elsie Richardson, Joan Maynard, Nina Garland, and Adelaide Sanford as

__. individuals, in addition to Willic Jones, were noted as individuals who were important (in the

" 20th century) in inspiring and helping people to look into and preserve their history.

One individual has researched Brooklyn city directories from 1823 to 1860, 1o collect the names
of all African Americans as far south as the Gowanus, as well as the names of everyone who
lived on Duffield Street and Stanton Street. During that research, the individual found that there
were no African Americans living south of Myrtle Avenue or on Bridge, Duffield, or Gold
Streets, but there were African Americans living on Hoyt Street. Based on this research, it was
noted that there were approximately 7,000 to 8,000 African Americans in Brooklyn in 1850, but
only half that number in 1855. This information was interpreted to mean that after passage of the
Fugitive Slave Law, it was necessary for African Americans to escape from New York.

Another individual examined documents at the Long Island Historical Society (which changes
its name to the Brooklyn Historical Society in 1985) with Willie Jones. They reviewed ship logs
which revealed that the first African Americans who landed in United States ports, including
Brooklyn, came from Angola. The documents are no longer available at the Brooklyn Historical
Society, and the individual doesn’t know where they went. In addition, the routes of freedom
seekers at St. Francis College were studied with Willie Jones. Blueprints were consulted that
indicated the addresses of buildings on Duffield Street and Washington Avenue, as well as
churches, that aided in escape strategies. It was noted that these documents should be in the Hall

. "of Records. There were also reportedly records that identified an individual as an abolitionist;

newspaper articles from the 1830s and 1840s of ships’ arrivals, impending slave auctions, and
the sales of other commodities; property deeds; and shipping manifests. The individual doesn’t

". know where these documents are at present; however, he/she has some of the documents from

~ the research with Willie Jones, has access to other individuals who may have more, and thought

[E

that the information might be organized by March. It was suggested that Christopher Moore
should be interviewed for more information on oral traditions regarding freedom seekers being

-supported by the white community, and that advertisements in local newspapers for escaped

slaves, as well as church records, are fertile areas for further research. It was also suggested that
funding be made available to the individuals researching the connection of Duffield Street to the

.-..Underground Railroad.

The opinion was noted that the African American history of Brooklyn, including the history of
the Underground Railroad, has never been truly told or documented; that historically, the city
has always covered up historically significant areas; and that it doesn’t matter how much is
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proved regarding the Underground Raiiroad significance of the subject properties, because it is
* being proved to people who are bent on privatizing the city, which means that nothing is
significant over dollars. It was also stated that an investigation of the area has revealed that the
buildings on Duffield Street and the surrounding area are historically endowed dating back to the
American Revolution; however, they have been neglected, bypassed, and disavowed as far as
their historical enrichment is concerned.

Corroboration with Documentary Research

Letter requests have been sent to share the database of information on African Americans from
the Brooklyn city directories, and research documents that relate to the Underground Railroad.
Any relevant forthcoming information will be provided as an addendum to this report.

Christopher Moore, of the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, has been contacted
previously as part of this research effort. After an individual suggested that he should be
contacted for information on oral traditions regarding freedom seekers being supported by the
white community he was contacted again. Mr. Moore responded that he did not have any
additional information to contribute about the subject properties. However, Mr. Moore noted
that he has collected a substantial amount of documentation about the Underground Railroad in
Brooklyn. A letter requesting information about this research was submitted to Mr. Moore, and
any resulting relevant information will be included as an addendum to the final report.

According to Marilyn Pettit, peer reviewer and Vice President for Collections of the Brooklyn
Historical Society, the document collection of St. Francis College was known as the Father
James A. Kelly Institute for Local Historical Studies. The Kelly Institute was surveyed by the
New York State Historical Documents Inventory Project in 1986-1987. The Research Libraries
Information Network (RLIN) database records of that survey list the following collections: City
surveyor’s street opening maps (1750-1920); Kings County and City of Brooklyn records (1787-
1923); Kings County Clerk mortgage foreclosures (1857-1897), Kings County old town records
(1645-1920); Kings County profile maps (1892-1895), Kings County estate documents (1790-
1869), Kings County Office of the Corporation Counsel, photographs (1930-1949);
Williamsburg city and village records; St. Francis College archives; Brooklyn-Queens transit
line unification materials (1939); and Brooklyn Fire Department records (1825-1940).

The Kelly Institute collection was later donated to Brooklyn College, the Municipal Archives,
and the Brooklyn Historical Society. A set of indices to the Kelly Institute materials formerly, or
still, in its collection was requested of the St. Francis College Library; however, a representative
of the library has stated that they have not been able to identify any index to the Kelly Institute
materials, and that the library does not appear to have any portion of the former collection still in
its holdings..

Brooklyn College received the following portions of the Kelly Institute collection, ca. 1988:
local history files and the Rooney, Keogh and Conklin Papers. A representative of Brooklyn
College reviewed their holdings and did not identify any of the materials noted by the
interviewees. The Municipal Archives received the Kings County town records portion of the
collection, which includes 17th and 18th century records from the towns of Brocoklyn, Bushwick,
Flatbush, Flatlands, Gravesend, New Lots, New Utrecht, and Williamsburgh. The only records
for the town of Brooklyn are: town meeting minutes, 1785-1823; town meeting books, 1785-
1823; and court and road records, 1692-1825; therefore, none of the materials noted by the
interviewees were identified.
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The Brooklyn Firefighting Collection portion of the Kelly Institute collection was donated to the
Brooklyn Historical Society in 1989. These records were integrated with similar records already
at the Brooklyn Historical Society, and a new mventory was created, which can be viewed on the
Society’s website. Before it was determined where the balance of the Kelly Institute collection
was sent, AKRF examined a portion of the Society’s unprocessed materials to determine
whether any materials (other than the Brooklyn Firefighting Collection) from the Kelly Institute
collection were transferred to the Society. No materials from the Kelly Institute collection were
identified.

BRIDGE STREET AWME CHURCH

An individual went with Willie Jones to the basement of the former Bridge Street AWME
Church, where they saw etchings and carvings in the wall. Willie Jones reportedly conducted
research on the church in order to assist the effort to designate it as a historic landmark, after
Polytechnic Institute (now Polytechnic University) purchased the building in 1968 and was
planning to tear it down. Mr. Jones brought the information to the pastor of the Bridge Street
AWME. Church at some time in the 1970s. Willie Jones and another individual reviewed
documents at St. Francis College regarding the history of the church. The documents reviewed
are no longer available at St. Francis College; the individual doesn’t know where they went.

The historian of the Bridge Street AWME Church has retired and moved to the West Indies. Dr.
Amos Jordan, the assistant historian of the church, is almost 90 years old. Robert Patterson and
another individual have been asking Dr. Jordan to give them information on the church’s
records. Linda Davidson, head of the church’s historical committee, might also be of assistance.
About five members remain from the original Bridge Street AWME Church, one who is 106
years old and is in a nursing home. This individual intends to provide more information on the
members, '

Corroboration with Documentary Research

The on-site membership records of the Bridge Street AWME Church date from the early 20th
century, mostly 1908-1915. Any relevant forthcoming information from Linda Davidson or from
mterviewees regarding the church’s records or original members will be provided as an
addendum to this report.

OTHER LOCAL CHURCHES

The original Zion Shiloh Church reportedly was called First Baptist of Brooklyn, but the name
of the church was changed under Reverend Lauten. It was also noted that the Truesdell family
belonged to Zion Shiloh Church, and that this was an abolitionist church. An individual is trying
to obtain records from the church. It was also noted that the Truesdells were members of the
Plymouth Church congregation. One opinion was that Charles Frederickson and Thomas
Truesdell’s type of occupation, as cotton brokers, allowed them great cover for Underground
Railroad activities as well as the ability to travel. '

An individual is working at Plymouth Church to create an electronic database of its membership
records, which would be used to cross-reference the Plymouth Church membership records with
the Brooklyn city directory and devclop a scattergram to show where Plymouth Church
members lived in Brooklyn, as well as what churches the members left to join. Records up to
members with a last name starting with N have been reviewed. The individual has found a lot of
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members that left Plymouth Church for other Congregational churches, AME churches, and
Baptist churches, as well as two cases of members who left Plymouth Church for the Elm Street
Congregational Church. The individual is also trying to identify whether any residents of
Duffield Street were members of Plymouth Church; however, none have yet been found.

Willie Jones and another individual found that Berean Missionary Baptist Church, which is
located approximately two blocks from Weeksville, was used as a safe house. It was stated that
in order to reach Berean Missionary Baptist Church, freedom seekers had to come from the
water through Duffield Street, to Myrtle Avenue and Willoughby Street, to Washington Avenue,
and then on to Weeksville. After Weeksville, freedom seekers would continue north to Canada.
It was sugpested that Weeksville may have some records regarding the Underground Railroad
and escape routes in Brooklyn.

It was stated that churches located in Downtown Brooklyn, including Siloam Presbyterian
Church and the Bridge Street AWME Church, provided refuge to freedom seekers. Churches
were always a safe haven for freedom seekers; where you found churches, you found
Underground Railroad activity, which is why African Americans were in this area. It was also
stated that the owners of the subject properties collaborated with the churches in support of
freedom seekers. '

One individual remembered reading about a Catholic church, named “Charity,” possibly on St.
Mark’s Avenue or Dean Street, that was involved with the Underground Railroad. In addition,
the original location of the Fleet' Street Methodist Episcopal Church was considered to be
significant, as it is presurned to have had an African American congregation. One individual
indicated that he/she would be able to provide the names of persons connected to Siloam
Presbyterian Church who could relate the oral history of that church.

Corroboration with Documentary Research

The history of the Zion Shiloh Baptist Church building is described earlier in this report. As
noted above, it does not appear that the Zion Shilch Baptist Church dates from the period of
significance, although the building in which it was located was built during that period. It is
possible that the noted reference is to a connection with the original congregation of the Zion
Shiloh Baptist Church, which was Presbyterian, potentially the First Reformed Presbyterian
Church. However, research conducted to date has not uncovered any potential church
memberships for the Truesdell family, other than the marriage of Mary Truesdell and Charles
Frederickson by Reverend E.E.L. Taylor, pastor of the Pierepont Street Baptist Church.
Research conducted to date has not uncovered any reference to a connection of the Truesdell
family with the Plymouth Church. A letter request has been sent for documentation of such
connection, and any relevant forthcoming information will be provided as an addendum to this
report. In addition, any relevant forthcoming information from individuals regarding the results
of outreach to the Zion Shiloh Baptist Church for membership records will be provided as an
addendum to this report.

No matches with the names of the owners and residents of the Duffield Street and Gold Street
buildings have been identified in the reviewed membership records relating to the Fleet Street
Methodist Episcopal Church. A letter request has been sent to for the names of any persons
connected to Siloam Presbyterian Church who could relate oral traditions connecting the church
to owners or residents of the subject properties during the period of significance. Any relevant
forthcoming information will be acted upon. The Society for the Preservation of Weeksville &
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Bedford-Stuyvesant History has been contacted previously regarding records of the
Underground Railroad and escape routes in Brooklyn. Another letter request for information to
the Society has been submitted, and any forthcoming relevant information will be provided as an
addendum to this report.

No Elm Street Congregational Church has been identified in Brooklyn or Manhattan; however,
there was at one time an Elm Place Congregational Church in Brooklyn. It was organized in
1854, and a building on Elm Place near Fulton Street was constructed in 1864. The church
merged with the State Street Congregational Church in 1875 to become the Union
Congregational Church. The church building burned down in 1880, and there is no record that it
was replaced. There is also an Elm Street Congregational Church in Southbridge, Massachusetts;
it is possibie that this could be the referenced church.

There is a Catholic church named Our Lady of Charity, located at 1669 Dean Street, near

" Weeksville. The church earlier served an Italian parish and was established in 1903. According
"+ to the indexed online records of the New York City Department of Buildings, a new building

permit for this lot was issued in 1914. Therefore, it is assumed that the current structure dates
from 1914, and that the church itself post-dates the Civil War.

Berean Missionary Baptist Church was not previously researched because of its distance from
the Downtown Brooklyn location of the subject properties. It is not included in the New York
State Freedom Trail Program Study’s list of identified Underground Railroad properties, or the
National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom program. However, a letter request to the
Berean Baptist Church has been sent regarding any information they might have on the church’s
relationship to the Underground Railroad, and any relevant followup information will be
provided as an addendum to this report. The following description of the church is taken from
Clarence Taylor’s The Black Churches of Brooklyn and the website of the Society for the
Preservation of Weeksville & Bedford-Stuyvesant History. The Berean Missionary Baptist
Church was organized in 1851, and the original church building was constructed on Warren
Street (now Prospect Place). The church was initially racially integrated, but became the second
black Baptist church in Brooklyn when its white membership abandoned the church in the early
1850s. Reverend Simon Bundick, a former pastor of Concord Baptist Church, was the first
African American pastor of the church. An undated booklet about the church’s history entiiled
The Little Church on the Hill notes that church members supported efforts to gain voting rights

-z for African Americans, to assist freedom seekers from the South, and to help those fleeing from

the 1863 draft riots in New York City. The church was located on Prospect Place between Utica

- and Rochester Avenues ca. 1880; its building at this location was destroyed by fire ca. 1899-
¢ “.. 1900. The church built a new brick structure on Bergen Street between Utica and Rochester

Avenues, its present location, in 1894. By 1961, a new edifice was built to accommodate the
growing congregation under the leadership of Reverend Hylton L. James.

DUFFIELD FAMILY

It was noted that the Duffield family was sympathetic to the abolitionist movement.

s Corroboration with Documentary Research

No potential abolitionist or Underground Railroad connections have been established for John
Duffield or his daughters Susan Lawrence and Anna Prince, who owned the subject land before
the subject properties were developed.
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PETER AND MARY HAWES

Jason Donegan stated in his written response that he is aware of two residents, Peter and Mary
Hawes, who were abolitionists and members of Plymouth Church in Brooklyn Heights. Mr.
Donegan found information on their residency through the Plymouth Church registry; he also
researched the New York census. Peter Hawes’ occupation was a merchant. Mr. Donegan stated
that Peter Hawes had access to ships going up the eastern seaboard to Canada, and would ship
escaped slaves to freedom to Canada. This was made known to Mr. Donegan through neighbors
who are now deceased, and by Albert and Vera Chatel, former residents of 227 Duffield Street.

Corroboration with Documentary Research.

As noted above, Peter A. and Mary M. Hawes resided at 231 Duffield Street ca. 1854-1857, and
are presumed to have been members of Plymouth Church from March 1860 to February 1872.
However, their involvement with the church postdates their tenancy of 231 Duffield Street, and
research conducted to date has identified no evidence of involvement with the church or
abolitionist activities during their tenancy on Duffield Street.

WILLIAM HARNED

Albert Chatel told individuals about an abolitionist and Underground Railroad conductor who
lived on Duffield Street, by the last name of Harden (correct spelling is Harned). It was learned
later that the first name of Mr. Harden (Harmed) was William. William Harmed, who lived at one
time on Duffield Street one block north of the subject properties, was noted as a strong
abolitionist who sheltered a number of freedom seekers on their way to Canada, and freedom
seekers were reportedly harbored by William Harned in the basernents of houses in the area. In
addition, Fred Laverpool reportedly stated at one time that during the draft riots, a big meeting of
abolitionists occurred at William Hamed’s house that included the Tappans and Henry C.
Bowen. The purpose of the meeting was to find safe havens for people fleeing Manhattan.

Corroboration with Documentary Research

William Harned’s documented abolitionist and Underground Railroad associations are described
carlier in this report. Since Mr. Harned moved to Delaware in 1853 and died in 1834, it is not
considered possible that a meeting of abolitionists at Mr. Hamed’s residence occurred during the
New York City draft riots of 1863."

DUFFIELD STREET BUILDINGS—GENERAL

It was noted that the construction techniques of the buildings lent themselves to providing hiding
places for freedom seekers, 'suggesting that there was a collaboration with the builders of the
properties. It was also stated that abolitionists lived in the subject properties; that it makes sense
in terms of the specific details of the structure of the houses and their basements. The opinion
was stated that if the buildings were built or owned and built by abolitionists and abolitionist
sympathizers, they would have had certain structural aspects in mind when they built them, such
as the way they built the basements, to create features that were conducive to either temporary
sanctuary and or a fast escape. It was also stated that the coal bins in the-subject properties could
have served a different purpose, and that if people went into the cellars on Duffield Street they
would be able to see quite a few things. At some point in the past, an individual went through the
basements of some of the buildings on Duffield Street and saw tunnels and chains hanging on
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the walls. It was also stated that there were tunnels on Washington Avenue and on Duffield
Street to aid freedom seekers in exiting the Downtown Brooklyn area, and that the tunnels on

* Washington Avenue still exist.

One individual noted that there is a tunnel that runs from Gold Street around the front of the
welfare- building and then down Duffield Street. In 2003, contractors who had reportedly
excavated a section of the tunnel near 225 Duffield Street were described as afraid that they had

- destroyed part of the tunnel and that there would be a collapse in the sidewalk, so they put a 16-

foot oil tank in the excavated area, then replaced the sidewalk. Lee Anisowicz, one of the
property owners of 233 Duffield Street, was reported to have reviewed maps and found that
there was a right of way for a trolley that ran down Willoughby Street.

Stone steps into the basement of 227 Duffield Street were reportedly created at some point
through/from a tunnel. In the basement of 227 Duffield Street, the walls are made of flagstone

: except for one arca where there is an arch, within which there is a large rock. One individual
“believes that somebody from inside the tunnel pushed the rock into the wall to create a

removable access point into the tunnel. At some point after J anuary 2004, individuals toured the
basement of 227 Duffield Street to look at similarities between that building and 233 Duffield
Street. Touring the basements made one individual sensitive to their Underground Railroad
history. During the same tour, they went into the basement of 223 Duffield Street, where they
saw an arch that led down to a shaft approximately 20 feet long and 6 feet high. At the end of the
shaft were cinder blocks as well as a chain wrapped around some blocks. It was stated. that the
owner of 223 Duffield Street, who now lives in Florida (identified elsewhere as Avery) had been
contacted. The owner is reported to have thought that the tunnel was part of the transit system,
and that it was the size of a railroad tunnel. He was reportedly afraid that subway workers were
going to come into his building via the tunnel, so he blocked it up with a board, chain, and cinder
blocks. Avery is also reported to have said that in the back of 223 Dufficld Street there was an
underground tunnel that led out into a parking lot.

One individual reportedly once saw a large piece of oil cloth under the fire escape of 233
Duffield Street. Beneath the oil cloth was a series of boards that were nailed together on a hinge,
and beneath the boards was a deep shaft with a steep ladder or steps. It was also noted that the
basement of 231 Duffield Street has a double wall with a wide, 3’4’ chamber running the length

~ of the building. This wall was reportedly a connection between 231 and 233 Duffield Street, and

was filled with sand when the porch was added on and to close the front piece, sometime before
1954. Jackie Lamont reportedly said that Carlvin Smith (see discussion below) said he saw an
archway with an opening that led from 233 to 235 Duffield Street. It was noted that this

.. connection must have been filled in with sand. A feature in the subbasement of 233 Duffield

Street was uncovered that people (no names provided) have reportedly identified as a capped
well.

" In 1991 Fred Laverpool reportedly visited 227 Duffield Street and said that it was part of the
- Underground Railroad. Mr. Laverpool also reportedly talked about Thomas and Harriet Lee
" - Truesdell, and said that abolitionists lived all up and down Duffield Street. M. Laverpool is also
-- reported to have written a paper, which was submitted to the planning board, that discussed the
= area and the likelihood it was an Underground Railroad site. The paper laid out the criteria that

an Underground Railroad site would have to meet, including proximity to African American
churches, waterways, and areas where African Americans could have been employed. Another
paper by Mr. Laverpool was referenced that discussed these criteria. It was noted that the
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Duffield Street area met these criteria, including its proximity to the Brooklyn Navy Yard and
Plymouth Church, Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church; that a (sensitive) corridor that
included Duffield Street, bounded by Fulton Street on the south and Nassau Street on the north,
passed very close to waterways.

Another member of the community, Brother Hadari, reportedly said that a famous abolitionist
had lived in 227 Duffield Street and that his wife was very active. One individual also noted that
he/she knows that some of the people who lived in the subject properties were involved in the
Brooklyn branch of the New York City Vigilance Committees.

Jason Donegan, a professional psychic who previously worked at the Scotch Tea Room at 233
Duffield Street and currently works at Jason’s Psychic-CJ Tea Room at 231 Duffield Street,
serviced many members of the Affican American community who knew that Duffield Street was
part of the Underground Railroad. Jason Donegan also stated in his written response that it was a
fact, not potential, that the subject buildings on Duffield Street have been used for the
Underground Railroad. This has been passed down through the years through property owners.
In Mr. Donegan’s case, this was passed down through Albert and Vera Chatel (see discussion
below).

Corroboration with Documentary Research

No chains, turmels, or artifacts such as coal stoves or cauldrons were observed during the 2004
site visits of 223, 225, 227, 233, and 235 Duffield Street and 436 Gold Street. The analysis of the
extant features of the buildings’ basements and subbasements is described above. There is a
similar “double wall” construction filled with sand beneath the Merchant’s House Museum on
West 4th St. This is not an uncommon building practice, usually found on the end of the “long”
span of floor joists. Typical rowhouse construction has the floor joists supported by a girt and
columns beneath the stair hall partition wall, generally six to eight feet-from the party wall
foundation on the stair side of the house. The remaining floor joist span can be up to 18 feet.
Consequently the party wall opposite the stair party wall would be modified or supplemented.
This was the case at the Merchant’s House. The potential existence of a tunnel is described
above. No information regarding the potential excavation of a tunnel in 2003 near 225 Duffield
Street has yet been identified. The Martin’s building, at 248 Duffield Street with additional
frontage on Fulton Street, was constructed in 1890-1891, and the tunnel from 248 Duffield Street
(which is noted as such on the Sanborn maps) first appears on the map from 1915.

As documented above, none of the individuals who built or developed the subject properties—
Christopher Prince, Nathaniel Bonnel, Daniel Lord, John Ackley, and, potentially, Emeline
Sackett—have been identified as having clear abolitionist or Underground Railroad associations.

Department of Buildings online records for 231 Duffield Street include an alteration permit
dating from 1945, and it appears that the existing 1-story front extension was built between 1950
and 1969, based on the Sanborn maps from those years. However, historic Sanborn maps do not
indicate that 231 Duffield Street had a porch before the existing 1-story front extension was
constructed. The historic construction review of the subject properties prepared by Michael
Devonshire identified an 8'x8” area at the front of the cellar (subbasement) of 233 Duffield
Street which has not been covered with concrete; however, this area was not.identified as a well.
References for individuals who have provided such analysis of this area have been requested,
and any analysis that is made available will be provided as an addendum to this report.
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Fred Laverpool’s submittal to the New York City Planning Commission is provided as
Appendix J. Mr. Laverpoo! died in September 2005, as documnented through the Social Security
Death Index. A number of unsuccessful attempts to contact Fred Laverpool regarding his
potential information regarding the subject properties were made in August 2004. Mr. Laverpool
contacted EDC in October 2004, noting his intention to apply for landmark status for the subject
properties based on their age, rather than Underground Railroad involvement. At that time, Mr.
Laverpool alluded to having proof of the Underground Railroad involvement of the subject
properties in possession, but did not want to turn it over without compensation. Any potential
contact information for Mr. Laverpool’s relatives has been requested, and will be acted upon if
received.

Contact information for Emory, the reported owner of 223 Duffield Street, and for Brother
Hadari has been requested, to corroborate statements attributed to them, and will be acted upon
if received.

ALBERT CHAT. EL AND JACOBS/HYAMS FAMILY

It was stated that Albert E. Chatel and the family of his first wife, Vera Jacobs Chatel, bought
227 Duffield Street in 1948 under the name of the 227 Duffield Street Corporation. Vera Jacobs
Chatel was born in 1915 at 235 Duffield Street and lived at that address unti] her marriage to Mr.
Chatel. Vera Chatel died in 1987; Albert Chatel died on October 25, 1996. Vera Chatel’s parents
were Hannah Hyams Jacobs and Harry Jacobs, and her maternal grandparents were John Hyams
and Clara Kaiser, It was also stated that the Jacobs family shortened their name at some point
from Jacobson.

At one point, the Jacobs/Hyams family reportedly owned 229, 231, 233, and 235 Duffield Street.
The Hyams/Jacobs family may also have owned 225 Duffield Street. In 1894, the sheriff sold
225 Duffield Street to Marie S. Jacobson. In 1921 the guarantor of 225 Duffield Street was
Hyman Realty Improvement & Construction, and the property was sold to Henry and Henrietta
J. Berger. Hannah Jacobs and Vera Chatel’s grandmother (Clara Kaiser) had a beauty salon at
235 Duffield Street. Hannah and Harold Jacobs lived at 235 Duffield Street from at least 1915
(when Vera Jacobs Chatel was born) until at least 1948. In 1948, Albert and Vera Chatel lived
on Henry Street. .

Albert Chatel is reported to have said that 227 Duffield Street had been part of the Underground
Railroad. Mr. Chatel is reported to have said that there was a wall in the basement that was used
to get freedom seekers out. Mr. Chatel is reported to have said that 231, 233, and 235 Duffield
Street were connected; at 223 Duffield Street, the tunnel connecting the buildings led out to the
street. Mr. Chatel also reportedly discussed a tunnel leading from Martin’s department store
across the street to 2 furrier on the east side of Duffield Street, which had been used for the same
purpose.

Mr. Chatel is'reported to have heard Underground Railroad stories of the Duffield Street block
from his in-laws (mostly Harry Jacobs) and Vera Chatel’s grandparents. Harry Jacobs is reported
to, have told ‘Albert Chatel that people used to put lamps in the back window to show that you
could come in":ai;gl_ take refuge; if someone didn’t have a lamp, they knew that that place was
full. It was also reported that Mr. Chatel would often talk to Carlvin Smith. k was also stated
that everybody in the area knew about the different Underground Railroad activities that had

occurred. Albert Chatel is reported to have said that after Duffield Street, freedom seckers would
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get onto the Jamaica Turnpike and head towards Wecksville, stopping at churches along the
way.

Albert Chatel is reported to have said that just about everyone on Duffield Street was an
abolitionist, and that the people that lived on the block sold to “like” people, abolitionists or
people that were sympathizers. Mr. Chatel is also reported to have said that the people on the
block would hire African Americans; that the families who did so were abolitionists, and
therefore could have been harboring fugitives. Mr. Chatel reportedly didn’t seek landmark status
for his property for its Underground Railroad history, because he believed that once a property is
landmarked, it belongs to the city. One of the interviewees noted that the tradition of hiring
African Americans extended into the 20th century with Mr. Chatel’s family.

Corroboration with Documentary Research

The birth and death dates of Vera Jacobs Chatel and Albert Chatel can be documented through
the Social Security Death Index; the submitted marriage certificate of Albert and Vera Chatel
also documents their age at that time. A copy of Vera Jacobs Chatel’s birth certificate was also
submitted, which identifies Harry Jacobs as 36 and Hannah Jacobs as 35 in 1915. Therefore,
Harry Jacobs would have been born ca. 1879, and Hannah Jacobs would have been bomn ca.
1880. The Hyams/Hyman family tree submitted notes Hannah Jacobs’ birth year as 1878. A
search of the Social Security Death Index for Hannah Jacobs identified four records with a last
residence in New York City. The birth and death dates of these records are: 1888/1969,
1897/1979, 1898/1982, and 1911/1994. Based on the birth date for Vera Jacobs Chatel, and the
telephone directory listings through 1991 for Hannah Jacobs (see below), it is presumed that
none of these records is a match. There are numerous Social Security Death Index records for a
Harold Jacobs with a last residence in New York.

According to the Hyams/Hyman family tree, the maternal grandparents of Vera Jacobs Chatel
were John Hyams and Clara Kaiser. John Hyams was bom in 1835 in England and died in
Brooklyn in 1922. Clara Kaiser was born in 1837 in Germany and died in Brooklyn in 1902.

The purchase of 227 Duffield Street in 1948 by the 227 Duffield Street Corporation is recorded
at the City Register. The purchase of 235 Duffield Street in 1905 by Harry and Hannah Jacobs is’

- also recorded at the City Register; this property was foreclosed in 1936. Hannah and Harold
Jacobs are not listed individually in any other identified 20th century property conveyances of
225, 229, 231, 233, or 235 Duffield Street. No identified 20th century property conveyances of
the subject properties involved an individual with the last name of Hyams or Hyman.

Brooklyn telephone directories from 1940-51 list a Hannah Jacobs, hair goods, at 235 Duffield
Street; directories starting in 1955 through 1991 show a Hannah Jacobs, hair goods, at 227
Duffield. The submitted partial copies of the will of Harry and Hannah Jacobs (dated 1953) and
petition of Hannah Jacobs (undated) notes their address as 227 Duffield Strect. Telephone
directories from 1949-51 list an Albert Chatel at 42 Henry Street; by 1955 and through 1995,
Albert Chatel is listed at 227 Duffield Street. The 1930 federal census lists a Hannah and Harold
Jacobs (with approximate birth dates of 1909 and 1898} living in Brooklyn; however, the 1910
and 1920 federal census do not list a Hannah or Harold Jacobs with similar birth dates. In
addition, with these birth dates, Hannah would have been six and Harold would have been 17
when Vera Jacobs was born. As described above, the Hyams/Hyman family tree lists Hannah
Jacobs® birth year .as 1878. Therefore, it is presumed that these records are not a match. A

58



Research Report on the Potential Underground Railroad Associations of
the Duffield Street and Gold Street Properties in Downtown Brooklyn

Brooklyn listing for Albert Chatel could not be identified in the 1910, 1920, or 1930 federal
census.

TRUESDELL FAMILY

It was noted that Harriet Lee Truesdell signed an anti-slavery petition that was sent to Congress.
It was also stated that Harriet Lee Truesdell was part of the New York chapter of the women’s
abolitionist anti-slavery movement (society), to which Frederick Douglass spoke, and that Ms.
Truesdell sent a letter to Frederick Douglass asking him to speak to the society. Harriet Lee
Truesdell is also reported to have made other bookings for the society. One individual has asked
the Frederick Douglass Foundation to send a copy of the letter reportedly written by Harriet Lee
Truesdell.

It was stated that Harriet Lee Truesdell continued to be actively involved in abolitionist
activities, and that her continuing activity led to a divorce from Thomas Truesdell. Thomas and
Harriet Lee Truesdell reportedly divorced in 1863; Harriet Lee Truesdell stayed on at 227
Duffield Street, and Thomas Truesdell moved to New Jersey. It was also stated that Harriet Lee
Truesdell passed on the family bible to her daughter Mary Truesdell Frederickson in 1862
because she didn’t want Thomas Truesdell to have it. One individual noted that he/she hasn’t
read anything that specified where Harriet Lee Truesdell died. It was stated that when Mary
Truesdell Frederickson sold 227 Duffield Street, she did so to an individual who was a
sympathizer at the time. Thomas Truesdell was noted to have owned 227 Duffield Street from
1817 until 1921, when it was sold to Samuel A. Donald (Dunn); then Samuel Dunn sold it to
Adolph (no last name provided). It was also stated that Matilda W. Truesdell was the daughter of
Thomas Truesdell.

Mary Truesdell Frederickson and her husband, Charles Frederickson, reportedly lived with
Harriet and Thomas Truesdell at 227 Duffield Street in 1855; however, it was noted that in 1857
there is no trace of Mr. or Mrs. Frederickson or Elizabeth Harris, a'mulatto maid who had been
with them for two years. Albert Chatel and others are reported to have said that Elizabeth Harris
went up through the north to Canada and probably landed in Nova Scotia, since Charles
Frederickson was from Nova Scotia and he was a cotton broker. It was stated that everybody
knew in those days that you would hide slaves in bales of cotton, get on boats and go up north.
One individual is expecting to hear from some people in Canada to provide more information
about Elizabeth Harris. It was stated that Elizabeth Harris came from Edenton, North Carolina,
and that Harriet-Lee Truesdell’s family was also from Edenton, North Carolina. One individual
noted that he/she had traced Elizabeth Harris to Edenton, North Carolina by looking at census
books in North' Carolina with the assistance of a librarian. The book in which the information
was written down couldn’t be found by the individual, but the records are reportedly available
online. The individual is not sure of the date of the census he/she reviewed, whether it was the
1840s or 1850s."

One individual first heard about Harriet Lee Truesdell through Albert Chatel. Mr. Chatel
reportedly said that Harriet Lee Truesdell was connected to one of the Tappan girls. The
individual determined that this was Julia (correct spelling Juliana} Tappan, the daughter of Lewis
Tappan. It was noted that Harriet Lee Truesdell and Juliana Tappan remained friends after
Philadelphia (the Anti-Slavery Convention of American Women in Philadelphia in 1838, which
they both attended). Albert Chatel also reportedly said that Harriet Lee Truesdell had attended
meetings with Lewis and Julia (correct spelling Juliana) Tappan. It was stated that Thomas
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Truesdell was a subscriber to the American Anti-Slavery Society, the National Anti-Slavery
Society, and the New York Vigilance Committee, as well as other different groups, and that he
subscribed to abolitionist magazines from 1853 to 1862.

Corroboration with Documentary Research

Documentary research conducted to date has not uncovered any connection between Harriet
Truesdell and Juliana Tappan after their attendance at the 1838 Anti-Slavery Convention of
American Women in Philadelphia; any connection of Harriet Truesdell with the Ladies New
York City Anti-Slavery Society or any other women’s anti-slavery society based in New York;
or a signature by Harriet Lee Truesdell on anti-slavery petitions that were sent to Congress. The
finding aid and the correspondence index of the Frederick Douglass papers at the Library of
Congress have been reviewed, and no correspondence between Harriet Lee Truesdell and
Frederick Douglass was identified. Any forthcoming information from individuals regarding
resources to corroborate these connections (such as from the Frederick Douglass Foundation)
will be provided as an addendum to this report. '

The statement made regarding a divorce between Thomas and Harriet Lee Truesdell in 1863
conflicts with information provided in documentary sources. According to a New York Times
article dated July 2, 1862, Harriet Lee Truesdell of 185 Duffield Street, wife of Thomas
Truesdell, died in Brooklyn on June 29, 1862. (The family bible lists June 29, 1802, but the year
is believed to be a misprint.) The partial copy of the will of Harriet Lee Truesdell that was
submitted notes one of the witnesses to the will as Francis Peck. As described above, Francis
Peck purchased Lot 14 in late 1852, and city directories and census place him at this address

from 1853-1863.

The statements made regarding Matilda Truesdell, the length of Thomas Truesdell’s ownership
of 227 Duffield Street, and the sale of 227 Duffield Street by Samuel Dunn conflicts with
information provided in documentary sources. According to information available at the
Brooklyn City Register, Harriet Truesdell purchased the 227 Duffield Street property in 1850.
227 Duffield Street was owned by the Truesdell family until 1921, when it was sold {o Samnuel
Dunn by Matilda W. Truesdell. Samuel A. Dunn sold the property in 1921 to Fred C. Robins and
Benjamin Traktman. According to the genealogy of the Truesdell family prepared by Paul E.
Truesdell, Jr., Matilda W. Truesdell was the daughter-in-law of Thomas Truesdell. She was
married to Thomas Truesdell, Jr., a son of Thomas Truesdell by his second wife, Janet Margery
Gunn.

The statement made regarding the residency of Mary Truesdell Frederickson and Charles
Frederickson at 227 Duffield Street in 1855 cannot be corroborated by the information provided
in documentary sources. The 1850 federal census lists Mary and Charles Frederickson as living
at 227 Duffield Street; however, the 1855 New York State census does not. Starting in 1852
through 1861, the Brooklyn city directories have a listing for a Charles or C.W. Frederickson,
broker/cotton broker, with a home address at: 4 Classon near Fulton; Putnam near Classon
Avenue; and Putnam Avenue near Ormond (listing varies by year, see Appendix F). In 1896, at
the time of Mary Truesdell Frederickson’s death, the couple’s residence was listed as 141
Herkimer Street. The 1855 federal census lists Elizabeth Harris as having lived in Brooklyn for
two years (since 1853). Therefore, it is possible that Mr. and Mrs. Frederickson did not overlap
with Elizabeth Harris in terms of residency at 227 Duffield Street.
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Research conducted to date has not uncovered any sources documenting a possible freedom
journey to Nova Scotia by Elizabeth Harris, or the implementation of such by Mary Truesdell
Frederickson or Charles Frederickson. Any relevant forthcoming information from individuals
regarding the results of outreach to Canada will be provided as an addendum to this report.
Various sources regarding freedom seekers who settled in Canada and the Anti-Slavery Society
of Canada have been reviewed, with no connections made to the owners and residents of the
subject properties. In any case, the short tenancy of Elizabeth Harris at 227 Duffield Street is not
considered unusual for a servant. None of the individuals identified as servants in the 1855-1865
censuses at the subject properties were still at the same property in the subsequent census.

Research conducted to date has not uncovered any sources documenting that Elizabeth Harris
came from Edenton. The North Carolina Birth Index (1800-2000) had no listings for an
Elizabeth Harris born ca. 1826-1846. The 1840 and 1850 census have one record of an Elizabeth
Hamis living in Edenton, North Carolina; however, as the birthdate of this person 1is
approximately 1811, it is not considered to be a match. According to the Truesdell family bible,
one son of the Samuel and Abigail Lee (Harriet Lee Truesdell’s grandparents), died in Edenton,
North Carolina. No other connection to Edenton of the Lee or Kinnicutt families could be
identified. The Truesdell family bible lists Harriet Lee Truesdell’s parents, Abigail Kinnicutt Lee
and William Lee, as marrying in Providence, Rhode Island.

Thomas Truesdell’s subscriptions to the National Anti-Slavery Standard, contributions to the
American Anti-Slavery Society, and participation in the 1836 Rhode Island Anti-Slavery
Convention are described earlier in this report. However, research conducted to date has not

" uncovered any reference to a connection with the New York Vigilance Committee or any other
_ group. :

CARLVIN SMITH AND GEORGIA WARE

It was reported that in the mid-1970s, an African jewelry and artifacts store named “Fun
Jewelry” opened in the basement of 233 Duffield Street. Over time the store changed from
almost exclusively African items to jewelry, including the manufacture of jewelry that other
vendors would purchase. It was reportedly learned at a later date that Carlvin Smith was the
name of the person creating jewelry. At some point the original person who ran the store left and
Carlvin Smith took over. The style of Carlvin Smith’s jewelry was characterized as Native
American.

In 1982, the owner of 233 Duffield Street, Eleassor Lemmner, reportedly threatened to evict the
tenants and tear the building down. Phyllis Greenstein, the proprietor of the Scotch Tea Room, is
reported to have begged the owner not to tear down the building because she knew from
neighbors including the Jacobs, customers, and Carlvin Smith that it had a lot of history. It 'was
noted that the whole block talked to each other, that they were like a family, Carlvin Smith is
reported to have put in a bid for the building but didn’t have enough money to buy it, so Phyllis
Greenstein and her pariner {(no name provided) bought the building. Mr. Smith also reportedly
said that Georgia Ware, his mother, told him he should have bought the building (in 1982), and
that if the owner ever wanted to sell the building he would buy it from him.

Carlvin Smith reportedly said that his mother knew the early owners of the building. It was
reportedly learned that Georgia Ware’s mother was African American and her father was Native
American, but that she didn’t know her parents. Carlvin Smith was stated to have been born in
Georgia; Georgia Ware came to New York without Carlvin, who was left with his father in
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Georgia. Carlvin Smith later moved to New York. Mr. Smith reportedly never knew his
grandparents. Ms. Ware had five other children besides Mr. Smith, all with the last name of
Ware. Ms. Ware reportedly died in 1997 or 1998, in Georgia, and may have been born ca. 1930,
based on her age relative to Ali Lamont’s age. It was stated that Ms. Ware ran the Youth m
Action Brooklyn Coordinating Counsel, the Kosciusko Youth Center, and a welfare rights center
for unwed mothers with Beulah Sanders. Ms. Ware may also have lived at 229 Duffield Street.
Georgia Ware reportedly dated Ali Lamont and gave Mr. Lamont her birth certificate and other
paperwork because she was a supporter of the Black Panthers and she was afraid she might be
seized by the FBI. It was noted that Mr. Lamont hasn’t found Ms. Ware’s paperwork in New
York and is not positive where the paperwork may be, but thinks it may be in Georgia in another
home. Georgia Ware was reportedly introduced to the Scotch Tea Room by Ali Lamont, and she
later became friends with Albert Chatel. Georgia Ware introduced Carlvin Smith to Duffield
Street. Jackie Lamont reportedly thinks that Ms. Ware might have had a storefront on the block
at some time.

Carlvin Smith is reported to have said that the building was very historical, which was
interpreted to mean it was old. Sometime in 1980 or 1981, it was learned that Carlvin Smith had
an argument with his business partner because his partner had stolen artifacts from the basement
of 233 Dufficld Street. According to what was later told to one individual, the artifacts were
proof that Carlvin Smith’s claim that the building was an Underground Railroad site was
legmmate It was reportedly learned from Jackie Lamont that among the stolen artifacts were a
cast iron stove and at least one cauldron.

An individual reported that they were told by someone (no name provided) that they thought that
Carlvin Smith believed that 233 Duffield Street was a feeding place, not a hiding place. Freedom
seekers would come down the tunnel to 231 Duffield Street, cross over into 233 Duffield Street
to receive food, and then either return through the tunnel or leave through the back door and into

the backyard.

Ali and Jackie Lamont have reportedly said that Carlvin Smith graduated from Midwood High
School ca. 1969-1970 and attended Wilberforce College for one year; however, according to
another communication, Russell Seymour reportedly thinks Carlvin Smith graduated from Oid
Boys. High School. Jackie Lamont reportedly met Carlvin Smith ca. 1971, when Carlvin Smith
was working at the Kosciusko Youth Center. It was stated that Carlvin Smith and Jackie Lamont
worked on Long Island repairing boilers for one year; then they returned to Brooklyn and
became involved with Sonny Carson and the Black Panther party. Carlvin Smith was reportedly
involved with Sonny Carson in trying to retrieve stolen goods from the Helio Museum, an
incident in which a person was killed. Mr. Smith reportedly went to prison for several years for
his part in the incident, but later paid to have his records sealed so that he could work, possibly
as a parole officer. Carlvin Smith reportedly died in 1996. It was noted that people are
researching Mr. Smith and trying to reach his brothers, sisters, and former girlfriend, Gwen
Walker.

Carlvin Smith reportedly said that he had evidence that 233 Duffield Street was part of the
Underground Railroad, and that there were tunnels connecting the buildings on Duffield Street.
Mr. Smith’s comment about the Underground Railroad was reportedly misunderstood by one
individual, who asked whether there were tracks in the tunnels. Carlvin Smith reportedly said
that he’d done extensive research of the building; he had access to the Brooklyn Historical
Socnety and had documentation of his research, which Jackie Lamont had viewed. The
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individual noted that he/she does not have Carlvin Smith’s documentation, he/she does not have
access to the Brooklyn Historical Society, and that the Brooklyn Historical Society has all the

documentation needed to prove the Underground Railroad significance of the Duffield Street
buildings.

After Mr. Smith’s death, his son—Christopher Smith —and wife, possibly named Jackie,
reportedly manned the jewelry shop for awhile, but eventually they couldn’t pay the rent on the
store and the store closed. At that time Christopher Smith was 8 or 9 years old; he is now 17 or
18. Christopher Smith reportedly came to 233 Duffield Street in July-August 2005 because he
wanted to open his father’s former store to sell the Native American clothing he is making.
Christopher Smith came back another time and is reported to have said that Reverend Herbert A.
Daughtry should be contacted, as he had a connection to Carlvin Smith; either Carlvin Smith or
Georgia Ware had commissioned a mural in Reverend Daughtry’s church (House of the Lord
Church), or Carlvin Smith may have done some of the artwork, Alj Lamont reportedly knows
about this cornection.

In 1983 or 1984, the rear of the basement floor of 233 Duffield Street is reported to have
collapsed into the sub-basement; at that time, a ladder leading from the basement to the
subbasement was replaced with a staircase. One individual reportedly saw a lot of items in the
basement at that time, but didn’t get a good look around. Afier Mr. Smith’s death in 1996, the
subbasement was taken over in exchange for unpaid back rent from 1995 and 1996, and Mr.
Smith’s part of the basement floor was taken in order to make repairs to a staircase that was
badly rotten. At that time a lot of artifacts were reportedly viewed in the basement that an
individual didn’t know what to make of, as well as flue pipes that had been disconnected but
were still operating to the roof. .

Corroboration with Documentary Research

The statements made regarding Carlvin Smith’s Jewelry store at 233 Duffield Street cannot be
corroborated by the information provided in documentary sources. As noted above, Carl/Carlvin
Smith was researched using Cole’s Metropolitan Householders Directory for Brooklyn (1971-
1981 and 1983-1997), and New York City telephone directories from 1971-1975 and 1985-1993.
There were no listings for a person with the last name of Smith at 233 Duffield Street in any of
the directories. In 1973-1974, there was a listing for “Merchant of OYO African Jewelry” at 233
Duffield Street; however, there were no other Jewelry stores noted on Duffield Street in any of
the other directories.

F. Lee Bailey’s book For the Defense documents the participation of Carlvin Smith in the 1973
Sonny Carson/Helio Museum case. However, the biographical information provided for Carlvin
Smith cannot be corroborated by other documentary sources. As noted above, the records for the
social security number provided earlier indicaté that a Carl S. Smith was born on April 13, 1961
and died August 30, 1996 at the age of 35. Therefore, it is considered unlikely that this number
1s a match for the Carlvin Smith who would have owned a Jewelry store on Duffield Street in the
1980s. A search of the Social Security Death Index identified no records for a Carlvin Smith. A
search of the Social Security Death Index for Carl Smith identified four records with a last
residence in Brooklyn, New York; five records with a last residence in New York, New York;

- and one record with a last residence in the Bronx, New York. The birth and death dates of these

records are: 1932/1969, 1911/1985, 1957/1995, and 1913/2004 for Brooklyn; 1895/1971,
1908/2001, 1920/1990; 1921/1993, and 1961/1996 for New York; and 1926/1993 for the Bronx.
Based on the given graduation date of 1969-1970 from Midwood High School, Carlvin Smith
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would have been bom in 1951 or 1952 and would have been approximately 44 or 45 in 1996.
None of the Social Security Death Index records are a match with such an individual. Searches
of online genealogical websites did not turn up any other relevant information. Midwood High
School and Wilberforce University were contacted regarding confirmation of Carl/Carlvin
Smith’s attendance. Midwood High School has responded that such records cannot be released
without a date of birth and the permission of the person in question; no response has yet been
received from Wilberforce University. Any potential contact information for Jackie Lamont,
Gwen Walker, and Christopher Smith has been requested, and will be acted upon if received.
Any relevant forthcoming information regarding the results of research into Mr. Smith and his
family will be provided as an addendum to this report.

Dr. Delores Walters unsuccessfully attempted to contact Reverend Herbert A. Daughtry at the
House of the Lord Church on December 28, 2005 and January 2-4, 2006, to set-up an interview
to discuss his knowledge of Carlvin Smith and Georgia Ware. A letter request for this
information has been sent to Reverend Daughtry, and will be acted upon if received.

The biographical information provided for Georgia Ware cannot be corroborated by
documentary sources. A search of the Social Security Death Index identified one record with a
last residence in Georgia; one record with a last residence in Brocklyn, New York; and two
records where the social security number was issued in Georgia but a last residence was not
specified. The birth and death dates of these records are: 1902/1984 for Georgia; 1905/1973 for
Brooklyn; and 1912/1981 and 1936/1975 for not specified. Based on the estimated birth date of
1930 and death date of 1997 or 1998, none of the Social Security Death Index records are a
match with such an individual. Searches of online genealogical websites did not turm up any
other relevant information. New York City telephone directories from 1975 to 1995 were also
reviewed. In the 1975 directory, there-is one listing fora G. Ware at 1167 Stanley Avenue. There
were no listings for a G. or Georgia Ware in 1980. In the 1985 directory, there were two listings
for a G. Ware, at 12 Malcom Place and 66 Moffatt. There was one listing in the 1990 and 1995
directories for.a G. Ware at 261 Monroe. No current hstings for the Kosciusko Youth Center or
the Youth in Action Brooklyn Coordinating Counsel could be identified to request records. A
letter request for information on Carlvin Smith and Georgia Ware has been sent to Ali Lamont,
and any relevant forthcoming information will be provided as an addendum to this report.

The Brooklyn Historical Society was closed for renovation of its Nationa! Historic L.andmark
building from 1999 to 2004, with all library materials and files transferred to off-site storage;
however, the Society’s collections are now available to all résearchers, by appointment.

F. POTENTIAL ELIGIBILITY FOR DESIGNATION

The Underground Railroad Resources in the United States Theme Study, prepared in 1998 by
the National Park Service, provides criteria for evaluating a property’s eligibility to be listed on
the National Register of Historic Places. Properties considered for eligibility under this theme
study are ones associated with some aspect of the Underground Railroad between the American
Revolution and the Civil War, with an emphasis on the period between the formal organization
of the abolitionist movement in 1820 and the end of the Civil War, They include the following

property types:
¢ ‘Stations’ on the Underground Railroad (buildings; structures, or sites where fugitives were
harbored and their use as such has been documented);

64



Research Report on the Potential Underground Railroad Associations of
the Duffield Street and Gold Street Properties in Downtown Brooklyn

* Properties associated with prominent persons;

* Slave rebellion sites;

¢ Properties associated with legal challenges to slavery;

¢ Properties associated with documented slave escapes;

* Properties associated with documented fugitive rescues;

¢ Churches associated with congregations active in the Underground Railroad;
s Maroon communities;

¢ Archeological sites; and

»  Others.

In order to be cligible as National Historic Landmarks, the Duffield Street and Gold Street
buildings would need to retain high integrity from the period of significance (between the
American Revolution and the end of the Civil War) and (1) be connected with a nationally-
significant event, such as a slave rescue, court case, or slave insurrection; (2) vividly represent,
through a combination of extant resources possessing high integrity and solid documentation, the
contribution of a particular social, political, or ideological group to the functioning of the
Underground Railroad; or (3) have a significant association with a nattonal figure of the
Underground Railroad and his or her Underground Railroad activity.

In order to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, the Duffield Street
and Gold Street buildings would need to retain integrity from the period of significance (between
the American Revolution and the end of the Civil War) and meet one or more of the National
Register Criteria, as discussed below: ‘

* Beassociated with some event, or represent some broad aspect of the working of the
- Underground Railroad locally, statewide, or regionally. (Criterion A);

* Be associated with local ‘conductors’ who assisted tugitive slaves, such as leaders of local
abolition societies, ministers, and free blacks (Criterion B); or

* Have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory

(Criterion D).
The properties must possess a documentable association with the Underground Railroad.

While some properties in New York City that are listed on the National Register of Historic
Places have Underground Railroad associations and histories, no building in New York City has
been determined eligible for listing on the National Register specifically because of a
documented association with the Underground Railroad. In addition, no building within New
York City has been designated as a New York City Landmark by the New York City Landmarks
Preservation Commission (LPC) solely because of a documented association with the
Underground Railroad. The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission would

evaluate a property for designation in accordance with the guidelines set forth in the New York
City Landmarks Law.

* The National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Program of the National Park Service

also has listed criteria for inclusion in the Network to Freedom. Any element nominated to the
Network to Freedom must have a verifiable association to the Underground Railroad. The
association must be verified using professional methods of historical research, documentation,
and interpretation. The application instructions for the Network to Freedom also note that while
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the Underground Railroad existed in the context of abolitionism and anti-slavery thought, those
associations alone are not sufficient to include a site, facility, or program in the Network to
Freedom. Participation in the Underground Railroad—escaping from enslavement or assisting
the freedom seeker—was a violation of the federal fugitive slave acts and hence illegal. Through
their acts of civil disobedience, these individuals demonstrated a higher level of commitment to
the principles of freedom and self-determination. It is this level of commitment that is
recognized in the Network to Freedom.'”

The documentation which supported the nomination of several Underground Railroad sites that
have been listed on the National Register in New York State, specifically residential buildings
that were part of a multiple property nomination entitled “Historic Resources Related to the
Freedom Trail, Abolitionism, and African American Life in Central New York, 1820-1870,” (the
Orson Ames House, the John B. and Lydia Edwards House, the Hamilton and Rhoda Littlefield
House, the Edwin W. and Charlotte Clarke House, and the Asa and Caroline Wing House)
included:

s Personal letters from John B. Edwards to Gerrit Smith;

e An oral tradition collected in the early 20th century and published in a paper written for the
Daughters of the American Revolution in 1907,

¢ An oral tradition passed through a family;

o Asa Wing’s personal diary;

« Signed anti-slavery petitions published in the Friend of Man;
+ A fugitive slave account published in the Friend of Man; and
e Minutes of the Oswego County Antislavery Society.

The Freedom Trail multiple property nomination used as 1-5 rating scale to separate sites that
could be reliably identified as having an association with the Underground Railroad, from those
that could not or required more research. The nomination recommended that only sites that
received a rating of 4 or 5 should be considered sufficiently documented to warrant nomination
to the National Register. (A rating of less than 4 would not eliminate a site from potential
eligibility for the National Register, but such a site would require further investigation.)
According to Judith Wellman, peer reviewer, most sites being nominated to the National
Underground Network to Freedom Program or the Heritage Trail program are similarly rated at a
4 or 5. The Underground Railroad Heritage Trail Designation Documentation Form utilizes this
rating scale for documentation of Underground. Railroad or anti-slavery involvement. It is
possible that such a rating scale could be used to evaluate the Duffield Street and Gold Street
buildings.

The Freedom Trail rating system was as follows:

1. Probably not involved. 1ocal tradition may associate this site with the Underground Railroad,
but there is no other evidence linking people and events connected with this site to abolitionism,
African American life, or the freedom trail.

2. Some possibility of involvement. An owner’s name may have appeared on a list of people who
attended a county anti-slavery convention or signed an anti-slavery petition, for example, but
there is no documentary evidence for long-term, consistent involvement with abolitionism and
no clear evidence of association with the Underground Railroad.
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3. Quite possibly involved. Considerable evidence of owner’s consistent, long-term commitment
to abolitionism, but no positive evidence of Underground Railroad involvement.

4. Almost certainly invelved. Considerable documentary evidence of owners’ or residents’
abolitionist activity, and strong local association of the site (often carried through oral tradition)
with the Underground Railroad. In the case of homes of fugitives, local association and oral
tradition may have been lost. Census or cemetery records that list place of birth in a southern
state or Canada strongly suggests that these African Americans were born in slavery.

5. Certainly involved. Strong local association of the person or site (often carried through oral
tradition) with the Underground Railroad, combined with primary evidence—iecorded by

someone directly involved—that directly links the person or site with the Underground
Railroad."”®

INTEGRITY

The following definition of integrity is taken from the Underground Railroad Resources in the
United States Theme Study.

Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance. The National Historic Landmark
and National Register criteria recognize seven aspects that define integrity: location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, fecling, and association. For National Historic Landmark
designation, a property must possess these aspects to a high degree and the property must retain
the essential physical features that enable it to convey its historic significance. For National
Register listing, a property must possess several, and usually most, of these aspects. To assess
integrity, one must 1) define the essential physical features that must be present to a high degree
for a property to represent its significance; 2) determine whether the essential physical features

are apparent enough to convey the property’s significance; and 3) compare the property with
stmilar properties in the nationally significant theme.

G. CONCLUSIONS

A considerable number of resources were identified and utilized in the research effort. For
information on the buildings’ construction and ownership history, the following resources were
consulted: property deeds from the Brooklyn City Register; tax assessment records from the
New York City Municipal Archives; various historical maps available at the Brooklyn Public
Library, New York Public Library, and the Brooklyn City Clerk’s office; and indexed online
records.of the New York City Department of Buildings. Information on the buildings’ alterations
over time was supplemented by an assessment by Michael Devonshire, Jan Pokorny Architects,
of the buildings’ integrity in relation to the period of significance. For information on the
potential existence of a tunnel connecting the subject properties, current sewer and water main
maps and historical maps of the area were obtained (none of which indicate a tunnel); the New
York City Departments of Finance, Transportation, and Design and Construction and the New
York City Municipal Archives were contacted regarding any historical records they might have
on sidewalks or sidewalk vaults; representatives of the Sanborn Map Company and several

histonical societies were consulted: and a number of publications regarding coal heat were
reviewed,

The Brooklyn City Register, the 1850, 1860, and 1870 federal census, the 1855 and 1865 New
York State census, and 35 Brooklyn city directories from 1848-1871 were reviewed to determine
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the owners and residents of the buildings and their residences before and after their tenancy on
Duffield and Gold Streets. In addition, various on-line genealogical websites were reviewed for
potential additional information on the owners and residents, and 23 New York City directories
from 1848-1871 were reviewed to cross-check the mnformation on the owners and residents who
conducted business in Manhattan.

In order to determine potential abolitionist or Underground Railroad connections, histories,
membership lists, and any other relevant information were sought for 16 churches located in the
surrounding area that were established pre-1865. Any available information from the New York
City Register, New York Public Library, Brooklyn Public Library, New-York Historical Society,
New York Genealogical and Biographical Society, Family History Center of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints (Brooklyn), Friends Historical Library at Swarthmore College,
American Baptist-Samuel Colgate Historical Library, Episcopal Diocese of Long Island, General
Theological Seminary, Union Theological Seminary, genealogical websites, the Brooklyn Daily
Eagle online database of articles from 1841-1902, and the New York Times online database of
articles from 1851-2001 was reviewed. The churches were also contacted directly to obtain any
additional records they might have.

A number o6f other resources were reviewed to determine any potential abolitionist or
Underground Railroad connections, including, but not limited to: anti-slavery petitions in the
collections of the National Archives and Records Administration; primary and secondary
sources relating to numerous anti-slavery societies, including those in the collections of the
New-York Historical Society, the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, and the
Archives of Ontario; the journals, memoirs, and/or papers of Henry Ward Beecher, Sydney
Howard Gay, the John Jay Family, Samuel J. May, Charles B. Ray, William Henry Seward,
Lewis Tappan, and Thurlow Weed; -contemporary local newspapers, including the Brooklyn
Evening Star, Williamsburgh Daily Times, Brooklyn Daily Union, Brooklyn Daily Eagle, and the
New York Times, contemporary African American and anti-slavery newspapers, journals, and
almanacs; Blassingame’s Antislavery Newspapers and Periodicals; “Accessible Archives,” a
digitized collection of 19th century African American and Christian newspapers and journals;
the photograph archives of the Brooklyn Public Library, New York Public Library, and New-
York Historical Society; the databases of the Library of Congress and the Gilder-Lehrman
Institute of American History; the National Union Catalog of Manuscripts Collections; New
York State’s Historical Documents Inventory; the index listings for Kings "County -court
hearings, minutes, and determinations for the 1830s and 1840s and through the 1860s; the
DORIS database of court records from 1830-1857; and vanous publications and website indéxes
dealing with slave narratives and the fugitive slave law and its enforcement.

The full listing of resources reviewed is available in the “Sources Consulted” listing at the end of
this report. Any information provided by the property owners was also considered. As described
above, sources of potential oral traditions—such as the current property owners, descendants of
the property owners during the relevant period, church members, and local residents who might
have information on the history of the buildings—were also sought out. Eight individuals,

including the owners of 227 and 233 Duffield Street, were interviewed to determine the oral
traditions swrrounding the subject properties and their potential Underground Railroad
associations. Paul E. Truesdeli, Jr., the great-grandson of Thomas Truesdell, is not aware of any
family oral traditions regarding the Truesdeil family’s potential involvement in the Underground
Railroad.
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The potential for the Duffield Street and Gold Street properties to have associations with the
Underground Railroad is discussed below, by property. Information regarding the potential
connections of the owners and residents of the properties are summarized; the properties are:
assigned ratings based on the Freedom Trail rating system; and conclusions regarding their

potential eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Places or as National Historic
Landmarks are noted.

As summarized below, the information on the properties, owners, and residents identified
through the research process and the oral tradition collection effort did not conclusively
document the presence of Underground Railroad activity at the subject properties, although one
property—227 Duffield Street—is associated with a family with well-documented abolitionist
ties. It is important to note, however, that while a good faith research effort has been conducted
to learn as much as possible about the subject properties and their potential Underground
Railroad associations, the nature of this type of research means that more information could be
unearthed in the future which could change the rankings provided below.,

It is acknowledged that the city of New York, the former city and now borough of Brooklyn, and
the neighborhood of Downtown Brooklyn played vital roles in the abolitionist and Underground
Railroad movements. This research report has identified a need for greater education of the
public about the historical significance of the Underground Railroad, and research to identify,
document, and interpret sites that have a verifiable association to the Underground Railroad and
New York’s abolitionist history. It is anticipated that the information provided in this Teport
could be the basis of a subsequent effort to prepare a walking tour or other interpretive guide
documenting such sites in Downtown Brooklyn and the borough as a whole. Such a walking
tour—ideally developed in conjunction with members of the local community, as well as
institutions and individuals with relevant expertise—could incorporate on-site signage and an
accompanying exhibit to highlight and commemorate the Underground Railroad in Downtown
Brooklyn. The potential audience could encompass a diversity of people ranging from those who

may first learn of the Underground Railroad from this experience to those with considerable
knowledge about this subject.

223 DUFFIELD STREET

An Edward and Annie Smith are noted in historic tecords as members of Siloam Presbyterian
Church (in 1873 and 1897); an Emma Smith is noted as a member of the First Presbyterian
Church as of 1874; and an Emma Smith is noted married to a Thomas Woodward, Jr., who is
listed in historic records, no date, as 2 member of the New York Monthly Meeting (although
Emma Smith is listed as not a member). “Edward Smith,” “Anna Smith,” and “Emma Smith” are
listed in-census records as the children of J. Ogden and Angeline Smith, who lived at 223
Duffield Street ca. 1848-1858. As discussed above, each of these. names was relatively common
for this time period, so the likelihood of any of the listings being a match with the Duffield
Street residents is diminished. In addition, the three individuals were young during their tenancy
of 223 Duffield Street (approximately 7 to 17, 1 to 10, and 0 to 8 years of age, respectively), and
therefore are considered unlikely to have been involved with abolitionist or Underground

. Railroad activities during that time, particularly as no tecords of such activity have been

identified for their parents,
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fra Perego, owner of 223 Duffield Street from 1858 until 1868, and his son Ira Jr. are noted as
members of the Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church. However; Alfred Perego, the resident
and later owner of 223 Duffield Street, does not appear on any membership lists for this church
or any other local church. In addition, while the Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church was a
mixed-race congregation, it is also the church from which the Bridge Street AWME Church
formed after the African American members of the congregation were asked to pay dues for
segregated pews. The Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church is not known to have contained
an abolitionist congregation or participated in the Underground Railroad, though it is reported
that there was an anti-slavery community within the church.

None of the collected oral traditions directly relate to the owners or residents of 223 Duffield
Street during the period of significance, or their heirs. The collected oral traditions do reference
Duffield Street in general as being active in Underground Railroad activities, as well as the
existence of a tunnel linking the buildings on Duffield Street (including 223 Duffield Street) and
the use of such tunnel for the transportation and protection of freedom seekers. As noted above,
the potential existence of such tunnel has not been verified by any documentary sources. The
oral traditions also illustrate how the proximity of Duffield Street to African American and
abolitionist churches, African American settlements, and businesses that employed African
Americans created an environment that would have supported Underground Railroad activity.

This property is assigned a rating of 1 (probably not involved). Although there are potential
name matches with members of Siloam Presbyterian Church, which has been reported to have
supported the Underground Railroad, these are common names and therefore the likelihood of
any of the listings being a match with the Duffield Street residents is diminished. In addition,
given the young age of Edward, Anna, and Emma Smith during their tenancy of 223 Duffield
Street, it is considered unlikely that they were involved with abolitionist or Underground
Railroad activities during that time, particularly as no records of such activity have been
identified for their ‘parents. As the Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church is not known to
have contained an abolitionist congregation or participated in the Underground Railroad, no
connotation is drawn from the name match of Ira Perego; in addition, his son Alfred, the resident
of 223 Duffield Street, is not listed as a member of the church.

223 Duffield Street does not appear to be eligible for National Historic Landmark status, as it
has not been found to be connected with a nationally-significant event or to have a significant
association with a national figure of the Underground Railroad and his/her Underground
Railroad activity. In addition, it does not retain high integrity from the period of significance. It
appears to have been raised from two to three stories in the 1880s (based on nineteenth-century
tax records); the original wood cladding has been covered or replaced with aluminum siding; the
wooden extension (possibly a porch) on the front fagade has been removed and replaced by a 2-
story addition constructed between 1915 and 1938; and a large l-story rear extension that
extends almost to the rear property line was also built between these years.

The property does not appear to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places. In order to be eligible for listing on the Register, the property would need to meet one or
more of the National Register criteria and retain integrity from the period of significance. The
building does not retain integrity from the period of significance (see discussion above). As 223
Duffield Street and its owners and residents have not been found to have a documentable
association with an Underground Railroad event or local ‘conductor;’ represent some broad
aspect of the working of the Underground Railroad locally, statewide, or regionally; or to have
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yielded or be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory, it does not meet this
threshold.

225 DUFFIELD STREET

Nathaniel Bonnell is noted as a trustee of the Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church in 1825,
a class leader in 1838, a steward in 1841, and a building committee member in 1848. This could

* be the same person as “Nathaniel Bonnel,” the owner of 225 Duffield Street from 1847 to 1858

and the apparent builder of the original building on this lot. Nathaniel Bonnel does not appear to
have lived at 225 Duffield Street during the time he and his wife owned the property. In
addition, the Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church is not known to have contained an
abolitionist congregation or participated in the Underground Railroad, though it is reported that

. there was an anti-slavery community within the church. Therefore, no connotation is drawn from

the name match of Nathaniel Bonnel.

=-A Gideon Mapes signed a petition published in the New York Times that stated that “the

undersigned, regarding with just.abhorrence the crimes of John Brown and his confederatés,
desire to unite with our fellow-citizens of New York and vicinity in a public and formal
denunciation of that and all similar outrages.” This might be the same person as “Gideon
Mapes,” the owner of 225 Duffield Street from 1866 through 1867. As there is only one listing
for a Gideon Mapes in the Brooklyn city directories from 1848-1871, it is presumed that this
listing is a match. However, the signing of the petition, and the rejection of John Brown’s raid, is
not the same as a pro-slavery endorsement, and this name match is not considered to provide
significant information in regard to potential Underground Railroad activities.

None of the collected oral traditions directly relate to the owners or residents of 225 Duffield
Street during the period of significance, or their heirs. The collected oral traditions do reference
Duffield Street in general as being active in Underground Railroad activities, as well as the
existence of a tunnel linking the buildings on Duffield Street (tncluding 225 Duffield Street) and
the use of such tunnel for the transportation and protection of freedom seekers. As noted above,
the potential existence of such tunnel has not been verified by any documentary sources. The
oral traditions also illustrate how the proximity of Duffield Street to African American and
abolitionist churches, African American seftlements, and businesses that employed African
Americans created an environment that would have supported Underground Railroad activity.

""This property is assigned a rating of 1 (probably not involved). As the Sands Street Methodist
- Episcopal Church is not known to have contained an abolitionist congregation or participated in
* the Underground Railroad, the potential name match of Nathaniel Bonnel is not considered to be
* of note. As the signing of the petition by Gideon Mapes is not the same as a pro-slavery

endorsement, this name match also is not considered to provide significant information in regard
to potential Underground Railroad activities.

225 Duffield Street does not appear to be eligible for National Historic Landmark status, as it 1s
not connected with a nationally-significant event and does not have a significant association with

a national figure of the Underground Railroad and his/her Underground Railroad activity. In
. addition, it does not retain high integrity from the period of significance. The original house on
" this lot was replaced ca. 1941, based on demolition and new building permits, by the current 2-

story concrete structure. The cellar-level walls of the current structure have been significantly
altered, concealing any potential evidence of 19th century construction.
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The property does not appear to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places. In order to be eligible for listing on the Register, it would need to retain integrity from
the period of significance, which it does not, as the original house has been replaced by a 20th
century structure. The property would also need to meet one or more of the National Register
criteria. As 225 Duffield Street and its owners and residents have not been found to have a
documentable association with an Underground Railroad event or local ‘conductor;” represent
some broad aspect of the working of the Underground Railroad locally, statewide, or regionally;
or to have yielded or be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory, it does not
meet this threshold.

227 DUFFIELD STREET

Thomas and Harriet Truesdell, who lived at 227 Duffield Street frorn 1851 until 1863 and whose
family owned the building until 1921, participated in various ways in the abolitionist movement.
Thomas Truesdell, a cotton merchant, was a subscriber to the National Anti-Slavery Standard in
1855, 1860, and 1862; he is also listed as a contributor to the Amenican Anti-Slavery Society in
1853, 1855, 1857, 1860, and 1862. Thomas Truesdell was also a delegate to the 1836 Rhode
Island Anti-Slavery Convention in Providence. Harriet Tiuesdell served as treasurer for the
Providence Female Anti-Slavery Society in 1835, when the organization was formed, and later
as corresponding secretary for the society in 1837. As corresponding secretary, she wrote a letter
to the Liberator in 1837 describing the organization. Harriet Truesdell also was a delegate to and
member of the program planning committee of the Anti-Slavery Convention of American
Women, which took place in Philadelphia in May 1838. Pennsylvania Hall, in which the
convention met, was bumed down by an anti-abolitionist mob.

Elizabeth Harris, noted in the 1855 census as black, lived in the household of Harriet and
Thomas Truesdell, at least ca. 1855. Elizabeth Harris is noted as a servant from North Carolina.
However, as noted above, the race designations provided in the census were subjective and could
be inconsistent or maccurate, An Eliza Harris is noted as a member of Shiloh Presbyterian
Church in 1844. This is close to the name of “Elizabeth Hams.” However, Elizabeth Harris was
noted as being 19 years old in the census, which would make her § years old in 1844; she was
also noted as having been in Brooklyn for two years. Therefore, it is considered unlikely that the
membership listing for Elizabeth Harris is a match to the Duftield Street resident. There is also a
listing in the records of the New York Monthly Meeting that Henry Jacob, with his wife
Elizabeth Harris, was given a certificate in 1869. They came from the Darlington Monthly
Meeting (possibly of Darlington, Pennsylvania or Darlington, Ohio) and were 'sent to the Elba
Monthly Meeting (possibly of Elba, New York or Elba, Ohio); therefore, it ‘appears that they
were members of the New York Monthly Meeting for a very brief period of time that year. This
name is the same as “Elizabeth Harris,” who was listed in-the 1855 New York census as a
servant at 227 Duffield Street. However, Elizabeth Harris, the servant at 227 Duffield Street, was
noted as coming from North Carolina, and having been in.Brooklyn for two years. Therefore, 1t
is considered unlikely that this listing is a match.

The name Daniel Lord, the attomey who owned the 227, 233, and 235 Duffield Street lots from
1847 to 1848 before they were developed, was identified in a number of locations, including a
call to the People of the State of New York on the Nebraska Perfidy and Slavery Aggression
(1854); a speech at a meeting denouncing the perpetrator of an assault on Senator Sumner by
Preston S. Brooks; a memorial to the Senate and House of Representatives, stating that states
should have the right to regulate the matter of slavery in their borders, including the rights

72

' -" -

aE En

- .



}

Research Report on the Potential Underground Railroad Associations of
the Duffield Street and Gold Street Properties in Downtown Brookiyn

secured by the constitution to the delivery of fugitives; and a letter from Lewis Tappan
disapproving of an opinion written by Mr. Lord. He also represented a Confederacy defendant in

the United States v. Schooner Savannah, a piracy case during the Civil War, and the southern.

section of the Methodist Episcopal Church in a suit against the northern section of the church, on
a property settlement case resulting from the separation of the church on the issue of slavery. A
Daniel M. Lord is noted as a member of the Young People’s Prayer Meeting of the Lafayette
Avenue Presbyterian Church in 1865-1866. However, Daniel Lord is noted as being active in the
Brick Presbyterian Church in Manhattan until his death in 1868. Therefore, it is unlikely that this
listing 1s a match. It is presumed that the listing could refer to a Reverend Daniel M. Lord, a
Presbyterian miunister of Shelter Island, who passed away in 1861. The various listings identified
seem to present contradictory information on Daniel Lord’s potential abolitionist sympathies,
and therefore are not considered to be conclusive. No evidence of involvement in the
Underground Railroad has been identified for Mr. Lord. In any case, Mr. Lord does not appear to
have owned or occupied any of these buildings after their development; he is listed in New York

- City directories from 1848-1868 as having a residence in Manhattan. In addition, his ownership

of the properties was for a very brief time.

One of the oral traditions collected references the Truesdell family. (The Truesdell family is also
mentioned tangentially in two other interviews, but not in reference to a specific oral tradition.)
The described oral tradition passed through Albert Chatel, Vera Jacobs Chatel, and Hannah and
Harry Jacobs, as well as a local community member (Fred Laverpool), and notes Truesdell
family participation in Underground Railroad activities. The oral tradition references Elizabeth
Harris, who is listed in the 1855 New York census as an African American servant at 227
Duffield Street, as a freedom seeker who leaves Brooklyn in 1857 for Nova Scotia with the
assistance of Mary Truesdell Frederickson and Charles Frederickson. The oral tradition also
links Harriet Lee Truesdell to Juliana Tappan, Lewis Tappan, and William Hamed, as well as to
ongoing abolitionist activity while at 227 Duffield Street. As described above, certain elements
of the oral tradition cannot be corroborated, or conflict, with documentary sources. In addition,
the individuals and/or records that would create a linkage between the Truesdell family and the
Jacobs and Chatel families as the carriers of this oral tradition have not yet been identified. It is
possible that the 19th century records held by and requested of one of the interviewees may
establish this linkage. As mentioned above, contact was made with Paul E. Truesdell, Jr—the
great-grandson of Thomas Truesdell and his second wife, Janet Margery Gunn—who is active in

" researching his family’s genealogy. To Mr. Truesdell’s knowledge, there are no family oral
- traditions related to the Truesdell family’s potential involvement in the Underground Railroad.

The other collected oral traditions reference Duffield Street in general as being active in
Underground Railroad activities, as well as the existence of a tunnel linking the buildings on
Duffield Street (including 225 Duffield Street) and the use of such tunnel for the transportation
and protection of freedom seekers. As noted above, the potential existence of such tunnel has not

_been verified by any documentary sources. The oral traditions also illustrate how the proximity

of Duffield Street to African American and abolitionist churches, African American settlements,
and businesses that employed African Americans created an environment that would have

~ supported Underground Railroad activity.

While the Truesdell’s leve! of involvement in abolitionism during their residence on Duffield

Street is unclear in the documentary record, given their long-term commitment to abolitionism,
their property was assigned a rating of 3 (quite possibly involved, considerable evidence of
Oowner’s consistent, long-term commitment to abolitionism, but no positive evidence of
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Underground Railroad involvement), There is considerable evidence of Hamiet and Thomas
Truesdell’s consistent involvement in the abohtiomst movement, but no positive, documentary
source evidence has been identified of Underground Railroad involvement, including evidence
to verify the oral tradition described by one interviewee. No documentary source evidence has
yet been identified that Harriet Truesdell was involved in the abolitionist movement during her
tenancy at 227 Duffield Street. No documentary source evidence that Mary Truesdell
Frederickson or Charles Frederickson assisted Elizabeth Hams in escaping to Canada, or that
Elizabeth Harris was a freedom seeker, has been identified to verify the oral tradition described.
No significance is drawn from Daniel Lord’s brief ownership of 227 Duffield Street before its
development. This property would not merit a rating of 4 (almost certainly involved), since there
is no considerable documentary evidence or strong local oral tradition of a direct association of
the site to local Underground Railroad activitics. As noted, there is one oral tradition that links
the residents of the site to local Underground Railroad activities; however, certain elements of
the oral tradition cannot be corroborated, or conflict, with documentary sources; the individuals
and/or tecords that would create a linkzage between the Truesdell family and the Jacobs and
Chatel families as the carriers of this oral tradition have not yet been identified; and the other
collected oral traditions do not reference this specific association.

227 Duffield Street does not appear to be eligible for National Historic Landmark status, as it
has not been found to be connected with a nationally-significant event or have a significant
association with a national figure of the Underground Railroad and his/her Underground
Railroad activity. In addition, it does not retain high integrity from the period of significance.
The wooden extension (possibly a porch) on the front fagade has been removed and replaced by
a 2-story brick addition constructed between 1915 and 1938, and the wooden extension on the
rear fagade has also been removed.

The property does not appear to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places. In order to be eligible for listing on the Register, it would need to retain integrity from
the period of significance, which it does not (as described above). The property would also need
to meet one or more of the National Register criteria. As 227 Duffield Street and its owners and
residents have not been found to have a documentable association with an Underground Railroad
event or local ‘conductor;’ represent some broad aspect of the working of the Underground
Railroad locally, statewide, or regionally; or to have yielded or be likely to yield, information
important in history or prehistory, it does not meet this threshold. Although Harriet Truesdell
and Juliana Tappan both attended the Anti-Slavery Convention of American Women in
Philadelphia, no further connection between these women could be identified, and Juliana
Tappan is not known to have been involved with the Underground Railroad. In addition, Harriet
Truesdell’s participation in this event dates from her residency in Providence, Rhode Island,
rather than on Duffield Street.

231 DUFFIELD STREET

Peter A. and Mary Hawes are noted as members of Plymouth Church from March 1860 through
February 1872. These might be the same people as “Peter A. and Mary M. Hawes,” who resided
at 231 Duffield Street in 1855. As Brooklyn city directories from 1849-1871 have no other
listing for a Peter or Mary Hawes, it is presumed that this listing is a match. As described above,
the first pastor of Plymouth Church was Henry Ward Beecher, one of the foremost figures of the
abolitionist movement, and the church is reported to have been a station on the Underground
Railroad. However, the membership of Peter and Mary Hawes in Flymouth Church dates to after
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their residency on Duffield Street. During the time of their membership in Plymouth Church, it
appears that Peter and Mary Hawes resided on Washington Avenue between Greene and Gates
Avenues.

Sophia Hilles, and her son George Hilles, both noted in the 1855 census as African American,
lived in the household of Peter A. and Mary Hawes, at least ca. 1855. Sophia Hilles is noted as a
servant, from Massachusetts; however, as noted above, the race designations provided in the
census were subjective and could be inconsistent or inaccurate. No further information about
Sophia or George Hilles has been identified.

John A. Ackley is noted as a member received into Seventh Presbyterian Church in December
1827. This is the same name as “John A. Ackley,” who appears to have built the house at 231
Duffield Street and owned its lot from 1850-1853. There is only one listing for a John Ackley in
the Brooklyn city directories from 1848 unti! his death in 1853; therefore, it is assumed that this
listing is a match. As discussed above, the church has not been reported to have been abolitionist

" .or a station on the_Underground Railroad. Therefore, no connotation is drawn from this name

match.

A Mr. Hunter, no first name given, is noted as a trustee of Siloam Presbyterian Church. This is
the same last name as “Robert Hunter,” who lived at 231 Duffield Street ca. 1862-1865. The
Robert Hunter on Duffield Street is not noted in Brooklyn city directories as being African
American. This 1s also a somewhat common name:; between 1848 and 1871, there are from one
to seven entries each year for a Robert Hunter, and between eight and 44 entries each year for
the last name Hunter, in Brooklyn city directories. Therefore, it is considered unlikely that this
listing is & match.

The oral tradition collected from Jason Donegan references the Hawes family. The described
oral tradition passed through Albert and Vera Jacobs Chatel, and notes the family’s membership
at Plymouth Church. The individuals and/or records that would create a linkage between the
Hawes family and the Chatel/Jacobs family as the carriers of this oral tradition have not yet been
identified. It is possible that the 19th century records held by and requested of one of the
interviewees may establish this linkage.

The other collected oral traditions reference Duffield Street in general as being active in

", Underground Railroad activities, as well as the existence of a tunnel linking the buildings on
 Duffield Street (including 231 Duffield Street) and the use of such tunnel for the transportation
. and protection of freedom seekers. As noted above, the potential existence of such tunnel has not
" been verified by any documentary sources. The oral traditions also illustrate how the proximity
of Duffield Street to African American and abolitionist churches, African American settlements,

and businesse$ that employed African Americans created an environment that would have
supported Underground Railroad activity.

This property is assigned a rating of 2 (some possibility of involvement, but no documentary

. evidence for long-term, consistent involvement with abolitionism and no clear evidence of

association with the Underground Railroad). As the Seventh Presbyterian Church is not known

- . to have been abolitionist, nor is it reported to have been a station on the Underground Railroad,

no connotation is drawn from the name match of John A. Ackley. It is considered unlikely that
the membership listing a Mr. Hunter at Siloam Presbyterian Church is a match with the Robert
Hunter who lived on Duffield Street. Peter and Mary Hawes are presumed to have been
members of Plymouth Church from March 1860 to February 1872. However, their involvement
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with the church postdates their tenancy of 231 Duffield Street; there is no -evidence of
mvolvement with the church or abolitionist activities during their tenancy on Duffield Street;
and there is no documentary evidence of long-term, consistent involvement with abolitionism
and no clear evidence of association with the Underground Railroad for the Hawes family. No
documentary source evidence has been identified to verify the oral tradition described Jason
Donegan. No-significance has been derived from Sophia and George Hilles’s employment in the
Hawes household.

231 Duffield Street does not appear to be eligible for National Historic Landmark status, as it is
not connected with a nationally-significant event and does not have a significant association with
a national figure of the Underground Railroad and his/her Underground Railroad activity. In
addition, it does not retain high integrity from the period of significance. A 1-story front
extension was built between 1950 and 1969, and at the rear fagade, a large opening has been
created at the first-floor level and is enclosed by a roll-down metal grate.

The property does not appear to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places. In order to be eligible for listing on the Register, it would need to retain integrity from
the period of significance, which it does not (see discussion above). The property would also
need to meet one or more of the National Register criteria. 231 Duffield Street and its owners
and residents have not been found to represent some broad aspect of the working of the
Underground Railroad locally, statewide, or regionally, or to have yielded or be likely to yield,
information important in history or prehistory. Although Peter and Mary Hawes appear to have
been members of Plymouth Church, their involvement with the church postdates their tenancy of
231 Duffield Sireet; there is no evidence of involvement with the church or abolitionist activities
during their tenancy on Duffield Street; and there is no documentary evidence of long-term,
consistent involvement with abolitionism and no clear evidence of association with the
Underground Railroad for the Hawes family. No documentary source evidence has been
identified to verify the oral tradition described Jason Donegan. Therefore, 231 Duffield Street
does not meet this threshold.

233 DUFFIELD STREET

William H. Macy, Jr., a member of the New York Monthly Meeting who was born in 1854 and
died in 1891, was reported married to Carrie E. Foster on December 12, 1876. This might be the
same person as “Carrie Foster,” a boarder at 233 Duffield Street in 1870. However, there are no
records in the abstracts that indicate Carrie Foster was a member of the New York Monthly
Meeting. There is a listing for a Caroline Foster in the Brooklyn city directories, a dressmaker at
226 Washington, during the same year that Carrie Foster was a boarder at 233 Duffield Street;
therefore, it is not certain that this listing is a match. In addition, although by some accounts the
Brooklyn Friends Meeting House served as an Underground Railroad station, representatives of
the Friends Historical Library at Swarthmore College and the Brooklyn Monthly Meeting have
no information relating to such a possible connection.

William Bidkar Jones is noted as a member of the Young People’s Prayer Meeting of Lafayetic
Avenue Presbyterian Church in 1861-1862. This is the same name as “William Jones,” a resident
of 233 Duffield Street ca. 1864-1868. In the 1865 New York state census, William Jones is
nated as being 19 years old, which would make him 15 or 16 in 1861-1862. No other name from
the Jones family is noted as a member of the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church in available
records. In addition, this is a2 very common name. Between 1849 and 1870, there are between
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four and 34 entries per year in Brooklyn city directories for a W. or William Jones, including a
William B. Jones—a merchant living at 360 Fulton—in the directores from 1853-1875.
Therefore, it is considered unlikely that the membership listing for William Bidkar Jones is a
match.

Charles Lewis is noted on the schema of 1860 pew owners at Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian
Church. This is the same name as “Charles Lewis,” the child of William and Harriet Lewis,
residents of 233 Duffield Street ca. 1855-1860. In the 1860 federal census, Charles Lewis is
noted as being 14 years old. No other Lewis family name is noted as a member of the Lafayette
Avenue Presbyterian Church in available records. As there are no other family members noted as
members, and given the unlikelihood that a person 14 years of age would have been able to own
a pew at the church, it is considered unlikely that the membership listing for Charles Lewis is a
match to the Duffield Street residence. It is considered more likely that the pew owner was
Charles Lewis—a china merchant with a residence on President Street near Henry Street, who is
listed in the Brooklyn city directories for 1857-1862—or one of the several other Charles Lewis’
listed in the Brooklyn city directories from 1857-1859.

Two women named Mary Clark are noted as members of Plymouth Church: Mary E. Clark, who
Joined in July 1849, and Mary F. Clark, who joined in July 1867. It is possible that one of these
women is the same person as “Mary Clark,” who was a servant at 233 Duffield Street ca. [864-
1868. However, the Mary Clark who was a servant at 233 Duffield Street would have been
approximately 14 years old in 1849. In addition, this is a somewhat common name. Between
1848 and 1871, there are between one and seven entries per year in Brooklyn city directories for
a Mary Clark, including several entries for a Mary A. and/or Mary E. Clark. Therefore, it is
considered uniikely that the membership listing for Mary E. Clark or Mary F. Clark is a match.

Two women named Mary Foster are also noted as members of Plymouth Church. One joined in
April 1858 and left for Elmira, New York in July 1863: the other Jjoined in May 1868. It is
possible that one of these women is the same person as “Mary Foster,” who was a boarder at 233
Duffield Street in 1870. It is also possible that the second listing could be the same person as the
first, if she rejoined the church. The Brooklyn city directories do not list any Mary Foster with a
residence on Duffield Street; however, there are several listings for a widow, a furniture store
proprietor, and a boarding house keeper between 1855 and 1871. Therefore, it is not certain that
this listing is a match.

Thomas Edwards is noted as 2 member of Plymouth Church from 1859 to 1867. As described
above, this might be the same person as “Thomas Edwards,” who appears to have developed 233
and 235 Duffield Street. Mr. Edwards does not appear to have occupied 233 or 235 Duffieid
Street after their development. In addition, this is a somewhat common name. Between 1849 and
1871, there are between one and four entries per year in Brooklyn city directories for 2 Thomas
Edwards. Therefore, it is not certain that the membership listing is a match.

Reverend John Crawford, who is noted in Brooklyn city directories as residing at 233 Duffield
Street ca. 1862-1864, is noted as a pastor of the Washington Street Methodist Episcopal Church

" from ca 1851-1853. However, this church is not known to have been abolitionist, nor is it
" reported to have been 2 station on the Underground Railroad. Therefore, no connotation is drawn

from this listing.

Reverend Francis Peck, who is noted in Brooklyn city directories as residing at 233 Duffield
Street ca. 1851-1853, was the first pastor of St. Mark’s Church. This church is not known to
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have been abolitionist, nor is it reported to have been a station on the Underground Railroad.
Therefore, no connotation is drawn from this listing.

In the Christian Recorder, July 28, 1866, a report from Albany, New York notes that Francis
Peck, who has charge of the AME Church of Albany, made a speech at the first grand levee of
the Philomaethian Lodge, No. 742 G.M.O. of Odd Fellows, on July 27, 1866 at the AME Church
of Albany for the benefit of the Church. This might be the same person as the “Reverend Francis
Peck” of St. Mark's Church. However, as discussed above, Reverend Peck is noted as a rector of
the Calvary Protestant Episcopal Church at South 9th and 8th Streets from ca. 1862-1882, when
he retired. Given his position at Calvary Protestant Episcopal Church, it is considered unlikely
that he would have charge of an AME Church in Albany at the same time.

A Mr. Clem is listed as a vestrymen of St. Mark’s Church pre-1856. This could be the same
person as “William Clem,” a hardware store owner, who is noted as living at 233 Duffield Street
in 1850, or his son William, a clerk. There are two other listings with the last name of Clem in
the Brooklyn city directories from 1854-1855 (a Frederick Clem and a John Clem); therefore, it
is not certain that this listing is a match. In addition, as discussed above, the church has not been
reported to have been abolitionist or a station on the Underground Railroad.

A William Jones was noted as subscriber to the National Anti-Slavery Standard in July 1853. As
the William Jones who lived at 233 Duffield Street from ca. 1864-1868 would have been
approximately 7 years old in 1853, it is considered unlikely that this listing is a match. In
addition, this is a very common name; Brooklyn city directories from 1848-1871 have between
six and 42 entries for a William Jones (including 13 in the 1853-54 directory).

The name Daniel Lord, the attorney who owned the 227, 233, and 235 Duffield Street lots from
1847 to 1848 before they were developed, was identified in a number of locations (see
discussion above under 227 Duffield Street). The various listings identified seem to present
contradictory information on Daniel Lord’s potential abolitionist sympathies, and therefore are
not considered to be conclusive. No evidence of involvement in the Underground Railroad has
been identified for Mr. Lord. In any case, Mr. Lord does not appear to have owned or occupied
any of these buildings after their development; he is listed in New York City directories from
1848-1868 as having a residence in Manhattan. In addition, his ownership of the properties was
for a very brief time.

Although Carlvin Smith—a former tenant of 233 Duffield Street—and Georgia Ware were
identified as carriers of oral traditicns in several interviews, these oral traditions do not reference
or have traceable linkages to any of the owners or residents of 233 Duffield Street during the
period of significance, or their heirs. The collected oral traditions do reference Duffield Street in
general as being active in Underground Railroad activities, as well as the existence of artifacts
from 233 Duffield Street that may date from the period of significance, and the existence of a
tunnel linking the buildings on Duffield Street (including 233 Duffield Street) and the use of
such tunnel for the transportation and protection of freedom seekers. The oral traditions also
illustrate how the proximity of Duffield Street to African American and abolitionist churches,
African American settlements, and businesses that employed African Americans created an
environment that would have supported Underground Railroad activity. As noted above, the
potential existence of such tunnel has not been verified by any documentary sources. No relevant
artifacts dating from the period of significance are kmown to currently exist at this property.
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This property is assigned a rating of 2 (some possibility of involvement, but no documentary
evidence for long-term, consistent involvernent with abolitionism and no clear evidence of
association with the Underground Railroad). There are two potential name matches with the
membership listings of Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church, and three potential name matches

" with the membership listings of Plymouth Church. However, as noted above, given that these

names {William Jones, Charles Lewis, Mary Clark, Mary Foster, and Thomas Edwards) are
common, it is not certain that these listings are matches, and no inferences can be drawn. The
potential name match of Carrie Foster with the Brooklyn Friends Meeting House is tenuous,
particularly as the listing indicates that the Ms. Foster who married William H: Macy, Jr. was not
a member. The potential name match with a subscriber to the National Anti-Slavery Standard is
considered unlikely to be a match. The name matches for Reverends John Crawford and Francis
Peck and the potential name match for Mr. Clem are not considered to be of note, as the
Washington Street Methodist Episcopal Church and St. Mark’s Church are not known to have
been abolitionist, nor are they reported to have been stations on the Underground Railroad. No

~-significance is drawn from Daniel Lord’s brief ownership of 227 Duffield Street. The property

would not merit a rating of 3 because there is no considerable evidence of an owner’s or
resident’s consistent, long-term commitment to abolitionism.

233 Duffield Street does not appear to be eligible for National Historic Landmark status, as it is
not connected with a nationally-significant event and does not have a significant association with
a national figure of the Underground Railroad and his/her Underground Railroad activity.

The property does not appear to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places
it relation to the Underground Railroad. In order for the property to be eligible for listing on the
Registers in relation to the Underground Railroad, it would need to retain integrity from the
period of significance and meet one or more of the Nationa] Register criteria. As 233 Duffield
Street and its owners and residents have not been found to have a documentable association with
an Underground Railroad event or local ‘conductor;’ represent some broad aspect of the working
of the Underground Railroad locally, statewide, or regionally; or to have yielded or be likely to
yield, information important in history or prehistory, it does not meet this threshold.

235 DUFFIELD STREET

Mrs. H.G. Nichols is noted as a member of St. Ann’s Church, joining in September 1843. This
could be the wife. of “Henry G. Nichols,” who is noted with a residence at 235 Duffield Street
from ca. 1852-1855. There is only one Henry Nichols listed in'Brooklyn city directories from
1848-1871; therefore, it is probable that this membership listing is 2 match.

A William Walsh is noted as a Male Sunday School teacher of the Sands Street Methodist
Episcopal Church in 1842. This could be the same person as “William W. Walsh,” who lived at
235 Duffield Street in 1855. However, in the Brooklyn city directories for 1848-1871, there are
between one and five entries per year for 2 William Walsh. Therefore, the potential name match
of William Walsh is uncertain. In addition, the Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church is not
known to have contained an abolitionist congregation or participated in the Underground

-Railroad, though it is reported that there was an anti-slavery community within the church.

Thomas Edwards is noted as a member of Plymouth Church from 1859 to 1867. As described

above, this might be the same person as “Thomas Edwards,” who appears to have developed 233
and 235 Duffield Strect. Mr. Edwards does not appear to have occupied 233 or. 235 Duffield
Street after their development. In addition, this is a somewhat cormmon name. Between 1849 and
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1871, there are between one and four entries per year in Brooklyn city directories for a Thomas
Edwards. Therefore, it is not certain that the membership listing is a match.

The name Daniel Lord, the attorney who owned the 227, 233, and 235 Duffield Street lots from
1847 to 1848 before they were developed, was identified in a number of locations (see
discussion above under 227 Duffield Street). The various listings identified seem to present
contradictory information on Daniel Lord’s potential abolitionist sympathies, and therefore are
not considered to be conclusive. No evidence of involvement int the Underground Railroad has
been identified for Mr. Lord. In any case, Mr. Lord does not appear to have owned or occupied
any of these buildings after their development; he is listed in New York City directories from
1848-1868 as having a residence in Manhattan. In addition, his ownership of the propertics was
for a very bnief time.

None of the collected oral traditions directly relate to the owners or residents of 235 Duffield
Street during the period of significance, or their heirs. The collected oral traditions do reference
Duffield Street in general as being active in Underground Railroad activities, as well as the
existence of a tunnel linking the buildings on Duffield Street (including 235 Duffield Street) and
the use of such tunnel for the transportation and protection of freedom seekers. As noted above,
the potential existence of such tunnel has not been verified by any documentary sources. The
oral traditions also illustrate how the proximity of Duffield Street to African American and
abolitionist churches, African American settlements, and businesses that employed African
Americans created an environment that would have supported Underground Railroad activity.

This property is assigned a rating of 2 (some possibility of involvement, but no documentary
evidence for long-term, consistent involvement with abolitionism and no clear evidence of
association with the Underground Railroad). There are two potential name matches with the
membership listings of Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church and Plymouth Church; however,
as noted above, only the membership listing for Mrs. H.G. Nichols at St. Ann’s Church 1s
considered probable. In addition, as the Sands Street Methodist Episcopal Church is not known
to have contained an abolitionist congregation or act as an Underground Railroad station, the
potential name match of William Walsh is not considered to be of note. There is no documentary
evidence of long-term, consistent involvement with abolitionism and no clear evidence of an
association with the Underground Railroad for Mrs. Henry G. Nichols. No significance is drawn
from Daniel Lord’s brief ownership of 227 Duffield Street. The property would not merit a
rating of 3 because there is no considerable evidence of an owner’s or resident’s consistent,

long-term commitment to abolitionism.

235 Duffield Street does not appear to be eligible for National Historic Landmark status, as it is
not connected with a nationally-significant event and does not have a significant association with
a national figure of the Underground Railroad and his/her Underground Railroad activity. In
addition, it does not retain high integrity from the period of significance. It appears to have been
raised from two to three stories.in the 1880s, based on nineteenth-century tax records. The
building has been refaced in brick and a modest bay front, comnice; and large 2-story (with
basement) rear extension extending almost to the rear property line have been added. The rear
extension appears to have been added between 1904 and 1915, based on the Sanborn maps from

those years.

The property does not appear to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places. In order to be eligible for listing on the Register, it would need to retain integrity from
the period of significance, which it does not (see discussion above). The property would also
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need to meet one or more of the National Register criteria. 235 Duffield Street and its owners
and residents have not been found to represent some broad aspect of the working of the
Underground Railroad locally, statewide, or régionally, or to have yielded or be likely to yield,
information important in history or prehistory. Although Mrs. Henry G. Nichols appears to have
been a member of St. Ann’s Church, there is no documentary evidence of any long-term,
consistent involvement with abolitionism by her or clear evidence of an association with the
Underground Railroad. Therefore, 235 Duffield Street does not meet this threshold.

436 GOLD STREET/ALBEE SQUARE

Mrs. E. Sackett is noted as a member of St. Ann’s Church in 1833, who was removed as a
communicant sometime before 1845. This could be the same person as “Emeline Sackett,” who
owned the lot for 436 Gold Street from 1865 to 1877, However, the New York City directories
from 1848-1849, 1851-1853, 18541857, and 1858-1859 also have a listing for an Emeline
Sackett, widow-of Jesse, who lived on the Lower East Side (at 125 Delancy Street, 191 Orchard
Street, and 328 Houston), and the directories from 1857-1859 have a listing for an Elizabeth M.
Sackett, widow of Henry, a nurse, at 439 Eighth Avenue. Therefore, it is not certain that this
listing is a match.

Samuel Fleet is listed as a signor of a letter to David Leavitt, dated January 30, 1839, dealing
with the schism in the congregation of the First Presbyterian Church that occurred during
Reverend Cox’s pastorate; he seems to have been a member of the group that withdrew from the
congregation. This is the same name as “Samuel Fleet,” who owned the land on which the 436
Gold Street building was ultimately developed. Brooklyn city directories only list one Samuel
Fleet from 1848 until his death in 1864; therefore, it is presumed that this listing is a match,

None of the collected oral traditions directly relate to the owners or residents of 436 Gold
Street/Albee Square during the period of significance, or their heirs. The collected oral traditions
do not reference Gold Strect in general as being active in Underground Railroad activities;
however, they do reference the existence of a tunnel linking the buildings on Duffield Street,
which may extend onto Gold Street, and the use of such tunnel for the transportation and
protection of freedom seekers. As noted above, the potential existence of such tunnel has not
been verified by any documentary sources. The oral traditions also illustrate how the proximity
of Duffield Street to African American and abolitionist churches, African American settlements,
and businesses :that employed African Americans created an environment that would have
supported Underground Railroad activity.

This property is.assigned a rating of 1 (probably not involved). There are two probable name
matches with the membership listings of St. Ann’s Church and First Presbyterian Church.
However, as Mrs. E. Sackett was removed as a communicant before 1845, it is not certain that

- this listing is a match, and Samuel Fleet may have been a member of the group that withdrew

from the congregation of First Presbyterian Church during Reverend Cox’s pastorate, these
listings are not: considered to be significant in linking the site to abolitionism or to local
Underground Railroad activities. In addition, while the price paid by Emeline Sackett in 1865 for
the lot suggests it was already developed, it is considered possible that the structure was built
after Samuel Fleet’s death in 1864 and before the surveyor's map of August 1865. If so, the
house would date to after the period of significance. In any case, neither Samuel Fleet nor
Emeline Sackett lived at 436 Duffield Street after its development.
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436 Gold Street does not appear to be eligible for National Historic Landmark status, as it is not
connected with a nationally-significant event and does hot have a sigmficant association with a
national figure of the Underground Railroad and his’her Underground Railroad activity. In
addition, it does not retain high integrity from the period of significance. At some point,
presumably in the late 19th century, it appears that the building on the lot was raised from two
and a half stories to three stories, and possibly the current bay was installed on its front fagcade at
the same time.

The property does not appear to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places. In order to be eligible for listing on the Register, it would need to retain integrity from
the period of significance, which it does not (see discussion above). The property would also
need to meet one or more of the National Register criteria. As 436 Gold Street and its owners
and residents have not been found to have a documentable association with an Underground
Railroad event or local ‘conductor;’ represent some broad aspect of the -working of the
Underground Railroad locally, statewide, or regionally; or to have yielded or be likely to yield,
information important in history or prehistory, it does not meet this threshold.
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PERSONS CONSULTED

The following is a list of individuals contacted during the research effort. This list does not-
include the individuals contacted as potential interviewees for the oral tradition collection effort.
Please note that the level of contact and information provided varies greatly, and none of the
individuals should be understood as having endorsed or otherwise commented on this research
effort.
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LESLIE M. ALEXANDER

EDUCATION:

B.A. 1992, History with honors, Stanford University
Fields of Study: African American Studies, American History, Aftican History
Homnors Thesis: “Narratives of the Middle Passage: Slaves’ and Slavers’
Accounts”

MLA. -1997, History, Cornell University

Ph.D. 2001, History, Cornell University
Majors: African American History, Early American History; Minors: Latin
American History, Women’s History
Dissertation: * ‘Onward Forever:” Black Political Activism and Community
Development in New York City, 1784-1860

TEACHING FIELDS:

Undergraduate: American Civilization Survey to 1877; African American History to
1877; Free Blacks in Antebellum America; Black Women in Slavery and Freedom; Black
Political and Intellectual Thought, Introduction to Historical Methods

Graduate: 19" Century Black Political Thought; Historiography of Slavery; African
Amerncan Research Methods, African Americans in the Colonial and Antebellum Eras

TEACHING EXPERIENCE:

Assistant Professor, Dept. of History, The Ohio State University, 2001-Present
Lecturer, Dept. of History, The Ohio State University, 1999-2001
Teaching Assistant, Comnell University, 1994-1999

PUBLICATIONS:

Books:
Onward Forever: Black Political Activism and Community Development in New York City,
1784-1861. Forthcoming, under contract with University of Tllinois Press.

Edited Books:
Co-editor, Encyclopedia of African American History. Forthcoming from ABC-Clio, 2007.



Co-editor, We Shall Independent Be: African American Place Making and the Struggle to Claim
Space in the United States. Forthcoming from University of Colorado Press, 2007.

Articles/Book Chapters:
“The Challenge of Race: Rethinking the Position of Black Women in the Field of ‘Women’s
History.” Journal of Women's sttory, volume 19, no. 4.

“The New York City Draft Riot of 1863,” in The Encyclopedia of American Race Riots, eds.
James Upton and Walter Rucker. Forthcoming, Greenwood Press, 2006.

Leslie M. Alexander, “Seneca Viilage,” in Slavery in New York, eds. Ira Berlin and Leslie Harris
(New York: W.W. Norton and Company, 2005.

Encyclopedia entries:
“Samuel Comnish,” “George Downing,” “Charles Ray,” “Charles Reason,” “Patrick Reason,”
“John Russwurm,” “Peter Williams, Jr.,” “Peter Williams, Sr.,” and “William Hamilton,” in The
Encyclopedia of Emancipation and Abolition in the Trans-Atlantic World, edited by Dr. Junius
Rodniguez. Forthcoming, M.E. Sharpe, Inc., 2007.

Book Reviews:
Review of Jane Rhodes’ Mary Ann Shadd Cary: The Black Press and Protest in the Nineteenth
Century, Journal of Women's History

Review of Patrick Rael’s Black Identity and Black Protest in the Antebellum North, Journal of

Nineteenth Century History

AWARDS AND DISTINCTIONS:

Sphinx and Mortar Board Teaching Award 2005
Ford Foundation Post Doctoral Fellowship 2002
Ford Foundation Dissertation Fellowship 1998
Anonymous Donor Fellowship Recipient, Cornell University 1994-1997
Sage Fellowship Recipient, Comnell University 1992
Future Faculty Incentives Award, Stanford University 1992
Ford/Mellon Minority Research Program Fellow, Cornell University 1990,

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS:

Invited Presentations;

“African American Material Culture in Colonial New York,” The Ohio State University,
November 9, 2005.

Keynote Address for Omega Psi Phi-Fraternity, Inc. Black Women’s Appreciation Forum, The
Ohio State University, November 14, 2005.

t



Keynote Address for African American Undergraduate Recruitment Day, The Ohio State
University, October 8, 2005.

“Religious Reform and Social Change in 19* Century America” for History WORKS. Ohio
Historical Society, April 30, 2005.

Invited Speaker on Women’s History Month, on radio station WOSU. Columbus, Ohio, March
2005.

Invited Speaker, “Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Legacy in the 21% Century.” Frank Hale Black
Cultural Center, The Ohio State University, January 17, 2005.

Invited Speaker for the Maximus Honors Program. The Ohio State University, February 27,
2004.

Invitéd Speaker/Instructor on “Free Blacks in Antebellum America” for History Works. Ohio
Historical Society, February 21, 2004.

Invited Speaker on Civil Rights and Activism for Black History Month. The Ohio State
University, Hale Black Cultural Center, February, 21, 2004.

Invited Speaker on the Meaning and Future of Black History, on radio station WOSU.
Columbus, Ohio, February 2002.

Keynote Speaker for the Chimes Junior Class Honor Society. The Ohio State University, May
2001.

Counsulting:
Consultant, Brooklyn Underground Railroad Project. AKRF, Inc, New York, New York,
September 2004-Present.

Consultant, African Burial Ground Memorial Project. National Parks Service Working Session
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, November 5-6, 2004.

r

Faculty Host, “A Tour of Black New York,” for the Honors Program at Ohio State University,
May;13-16, 2004.

Chair/Commentaries:
Roundtable Participant, “Author Meets Critics: Leslie Harris, In the Shadow of $lavery: African
Americans in New York City, 1626-1863.” Social Science History Association, Chicago,
Tllinois, November 18-20, 2004.

Co'f'nfrientator, “Cultural Landscapes of Resistance and Self-Definition for the Race in Urban
America.” American Studies Association, Atlanta, Georgia, November 11-14, 2004.
“Africana Studies: Past, Present and Future.” African Heritage Studies Association, Roanoake,
Virginia, October 7-10, 2004.



Moderator, * Cultural Studies,” Conference of Ford Foundation Fellows, San Juan, Puerto Rico,
October 16-19, 2003.

Invited Speaker for Maximus Honors Program, “Black Activism During the Revolutionary War
and the War of 1812.” The Ohio State University, February 2002.

Invited Speaker for the Fireside Chat series, “A Forgotten Black Community: Seneca Village and
the Creation of Central Park.” The Ohio State University, January 2002,

Moderator on Roundtable at the State of the Black World Conference, “Education and Culture.”
Atlanta, Georgia, December 2001.

Moderator, “Africana Ethics in the Curriculum,” African Heritage Studies Association
Conference, Columbus, Ohio, March, 1996.

Conference Papers:

“Africana Studies and African American History.” African Heritage Studies Association, Ithaca,
New York, October 20-23, 2005. -

“Africana Studies and the Future of the Field.” National Council for Black Studies, Atlanta,
Georgia, March 11-14, 2005.

““Awake and Slumber No More:” African American Women’s Activism in New York City,
1802-1855.” American Historical Association, Seattle, Washington, January 6-9, 2005.

“To Leave the House of Bondage?: The Influence of the Haitian Revolution on African
Armernican Consciousness in New York City in the Age of Emancipation.” Association of
Caribbean Historians, Port-au-Prince, Haiti, April 27-30, 2004. (Paper accepted, conference
cancelled due to political instability.) Presented instead for the Early American Seminar Series,
The Ohio State University, April 9, 2004.

** *Our Patriotism Is Now Put To The Test:” Black New Yorkers” Responses to the War of 1812.”
American Historical Association, Washington, DC, January 6-10, 2004. (Paper was accepted,
but panel was cancelled). i

““We Cast the Mind to Africa:” Memory, Identity and Politics in Nineteenth Century Black New
York.” Literary Manifestations of the African Diaspora, Cape Coast, Ghana, November 10-14,
2003.

“To Leave the House of Bondage?: The Influence of the Haitian Revolution on African.
Amernican Consciousness in New. York City in the Age of Emancipation.” Association for the
Study of the Worldwide African Diaspora, Evanston, Illinois, October 2-4, 2003

“ ‘Of What Use Are Processions?:” Black Culture and Consciousness in the Age of
Emancipation.” Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, September 23-26, 2003.

“Seneca Village: A Forgotten Symbol of New York City's Free Black Community.” American
Studies Association, Houston, Texas, November 2002.
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“The Past, Present and Future of Africana Studies.” African Hentage Studies Association,
Detroit, Michigan, April 2002.

“Africa’s Children: Moral Uplift, Emigration and Nation Building in Early National New York
City, 1784-1827.” Conference on New York City History, Gotham Center, October, 2001.

“The Sankofa Plan: The Past, Present and Future of Afiricana Studies.” African Heritage Studies
Association Conference, Ithaca, New York, October, 1999.

Museurn Exhibition: “We Will Not Be Moved: Commemorating the Legacy of Student Protest
at Comell University. 30™ Anniversary of the Willard Straight Hall Takeover, Willard Straight
Hall Exhibit. Comell University, April 1999.

“ ‘We Will Independent Be’: African American Activism and Community Development in New
York City, 1784-1860.” Organization for American Historians Conference, Toronto, Canada,
April, 1999.

“Community, Identity, and Contestation: Emancipation Celebrations in New York in 1827.”
American Historical Association Conference, Washington, D.C., January, 1999.

“ “We Will Independent Be’: African American Activism and Community in New York City,
1808-1860.” New York Conference on State and Local History, Buffalo, New York, June, 1998.

““Men and Women Who Would Be Free:’ African American Political Activism and Community

Development in New York City, 1792-1860.” Graduate History Association Conference, Cornell
University, November 1997.

“Importance of Black Solidarity,” Black Solidarity Conference, Corneil University, November,
1995

“The Importance of Graduate Study,” African, Latino, Asian, Native American Association
Conference, Binghamton, New York, October, 1995

“Community Under Enslavement,” African Heritage Studies Association Conference,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, April 1995

“Minorities and the Experience of Graduate Study,” African, Latino, Asian, Native American
Association Conference, Syracuse, New York, October, 1994

“An Historiographic Analysis of Resistance to Enslavement,” African Heritage Studies
Association Conference, Chicago, Itlinois, April 1994,

MEMBERSHIPS:

American Historical Association

Organization of American Historians

Association for the Study of African American Life and History
African Heritage Studies Association



Executive Board Member, 1999-Present
American Studies Association
National Council for Black Studies
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Raymond Dobard, PhD.
Professor (FT), Art History & Painting

Office Room: # (LVC Building)
Office Phone: (202) 806-
E-Mail Address:

Area of Expertise: Quiltmaking, Art History, Watercolor, Painting
Courses:

Raymond G. Dobard, a native of New Orleans, Louisiana, received his
Bachelor of Arts degree in Fine Arts from Xavier University of Louisiana in
1970. From the Johns Hopkins University Dobard received his Master of
Arts (1973) and Doctor of Philosophy (1975) in the History of Art degrees.
Since 1975, Dr. Dobard has been affiliated with Howard University where
he is currently Professor of Art in the College of Arts and Sciences. While in
graduate studies he was the recipient of several fellowships frem such
granting organizations as The Johns Hopkins University, The John Hay
Whitney Foundation and the Leopold Schepp Foundation. In 1986 he was
awarded the first Thomas Mann Fellowship as Arist-in Residence for the
city of Lubeck, Germany.

Since 1986 , Dr. Dobard'’s research has included the history and technigues
of quilt-making. Beginning in 1989, he has demonstrated quilting
techniques at the Renwick Gallery, the National Museum of American Art,
the Smithsonian Ripley Center, the Smithsonian Anacostia Museum and
the Alexandria Black History Resource Center. He has participated in quilt
forums, presented papers at quilt study symposia, served as curator of
several quilt exhibits, has published and has lectured on the topic of
"American Quilts and the African American Tradition." Mis own quilts have
appeared in numerous exhibits including the Woodlawn Plantation Quilts of
Merit Show, The Sumner Museum exhibition of American Crafts, The 2
Uncommon Beauty in Comman Objects Show, the American Craft National
Show, the Man Made: African-American Men and Quilting Traditions show,
the Stop Asking/We Exist: 25 African-American Craft Artists show, the
Virginia Quilt Museum's Celestial Treasures show and Renaissance Men:
Male Quilters, Denver Colorado.

Dr. Dobard and his quilts have been featured in magazines such as Lady's
Circle Patchwork Magazine, Quilt Magazine, American Craft and Quiliers
Newsletter Magazina. Dr. Dobard served as a founding member of the
Board of Directors of the Virginia Quilt Museurn, serving from 1993 to
1996.He served on the advisory boards of the Washington, D. C. Textile
Museum [1983-96] and the International Quilt Study Center at the
University of Nebraska, Lincoln [1997-98].

Along with Jacqueline L. Tobin of Denver, Colorado, Dr. Dobard is co-
author of the book, Hidden In Plain View: The Secret Story of Quilts And
The Underground Railroad, published by Doubleday in January of 1999. Dr.
Dobard is a contributing editor to the anthology of African American writings
entitled A Howard Reader: An Intellectual And Cultural Quilt of The African
American Experience, published by Houghton Mifflin in 1997. In addition,
Professor Dobard has published in the International Journal of African
American Art [1994 Hampton University Press] and in the Illinois State
Museum’'s Symposium papers, Connecting Stitches: Quilts in Illincis Life
[1995 ].He has contributed to the Washington DC Antique Show catalogue
and has written the introduction to Cuesta Benberry's A Piece of My Soul

http://art. howard.edu/facultyandstaff _dobard.html




[University of 3 Arkansas Press, 2000)

in addition to his work with quiits, Professor Dobard is accomplished in
nzedlepoint, crochet and ermbroidery. He is also an exhibiting watercolor
pairter and photographer whose photos are published in Hidden in. Plain
View. His research on quilts, cedes and the Underground Railread
continues with an eye towards another bock entitied By Way of Sandusky.
Not limited 1o historical subjects, Dr. Dobard is currently writing a children’s
book, based upon his relationship with his Aunt Freda [ the late Alfreda
Ruiz Gilyot].

PATTERNING FREEDOM: Quilt Patterns and the Underground Railroad By
Raymond G. Dobard, Ph. D.

Prior to the publication of the book Hidden in Plain View: A Secret Story of
Quilts and the Underground Railroad, folklore was the primary source of
stories linking quilts to the freedom movement in 19th century America..
Now, thanks to the scholarship of Jacqueline L Tobin and Raymond G
Dobard, we are able 1o trace an African system ot visual communication
from the Secret Societies in Africa to the enslaved African and free Black
populations living in Ante-bellum America.

Experience plantations as places of bondage as well as of learning. Learn
how African traditions and African American innovations were handed down
from one generation to the next. Discover the importance of the oral
tradition and realize how essential it was for "mapping" paths to freedom.
See how particular quilt patterns served an oral tradition as mnemonic
devices. Learn how the system worked and how you can date old quilts
through the fabrics used. Enjoy crafting instructional patterns during this
lecture-workshap canducted by quilter, co-author Dr. Raymond G Dobard a
Professor of Art-- History of Art at Howard University.

RAYMOND G DOBARD, PH.D ..o ieeraens Recent Activities

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

EXHIBITIONS:

Man Made: African-American Men and Quilting Traditions: Smithsonian
Anacostia Museum, from January 18, 1998 through September, 1959.

Celestial Treasures: Quilt Show, Virginia Quilt Museum, Harrisonburg,
Virginia, September 1998 through February 1999,

Stop Asking/ We Exist: 25 Contemporary African American Craft Artists.
The Society For Contemporary Crafts, Pittsburgh, Penn., November, 1998,
Joyce Scott, Guest Curator. Show travels to the American Craft Museum in
New York [May 15, 1999] New Bedford, Mass. 2000,

LECTURES:

Jan. 30, 1898, The International Network 1o Freedom Association
Symposium. Memphis, Tennessee.."The Writing of Hidden in Plain View:
Underground Railroad Connections”

Feb. 6, 1999 Yawa Book Store, Washington, D.C. "Researching the Code
for Hidden in Plain View." Book Signing followed.

Feb. 12, 1898. Vertigo Books, Washington D.C., "The Writing of Hidden in

http://art.howard.edu/facultyandstaff_dobard.html
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Plain View." Book Signing followed.

March 11, 1999, New Carrollton Library, * On Hidden in Plain View,"lecture
followed by Book Signing.

March 20, 1899 Common Threads: Creating a Cloth for Empowerment.
Symposium, Smithsonian Ripley Center, Washington, D.C., Panelist, "The
Story of Hidden in Plain View.”

April 24, 1999 The Textile Museum, Washington D.C. "Hidden in Plain
View: Quilts as a means of Communication.”

May 15,1999. Barnes and Noble of Annapalis Maryland. Lecture on Hidden
in Plain View and Book Signing.

May 28-30, 1999 Gullah Festival, Beaufort, So. Carolina. Panelist. "Quiilts
and the Underground Railroad: Gullah Connections.” also Warkshop on
Quiltmaking conducted.

June 3, 1999. U.S. Department of Education, Guitural Fair, Washington,
D.C., "Researching Hidden in Plain View", Also Quiltmaking Workshop
conducted

June 10, 1999. Second Kentucky Underground Railroad Symposium:
Weaving a Network of Freedom. Keynote address; "Codes and the
Underground Railroad: Quilting Paths to Freedom."

June 11, 1999. Civil War Freedom Weekend: Celebrating Emancipation &
the 135th Anniversary of the Batile of Fort Stevens. National Park Service
at Rock Creek Park sponsors. Washington, DC

June 19, 1999. Sandy Ground1 Historical Society. Staten Island, New York.
"Quilts and the Underground Railroad.

October 23, 1999. Riverside Baptist Church Center "Hidden in Plain View:
Some new Findings."New York, New York.

November 13, 1999. The Gathering: Underground Railroad Symposium.
New Bedford, Dartmouth. " Quiltmaking and the African American
Community

RESEARCH:

Aug. 1998, Research trip to Charleston, So Carolina, Beaufort, St. Helena
Island and Savannah, Georgia. Final considerations for Hidden in Plain
View.

African American Quilts and the Underground Railroad: Codes and a Visual
Vernacular: cngoing research

Quiltmaking, Rituals and the Art of Romare Bearden: ongoing research

INTERVIEWS:

Nov, 1998 Oprah Winfrey Show: In the Spirit; interview regarding my
quitimaking, quilt history and the Underground Railroad.

Jan.8, 1999 NBC Nightly News: interview regarding Hidden in Plain View.

lhttp://art.howard.edu/facultyandstaff_dobard.html - ‘ 9/3/2004
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Jan 18, 1999 Cprah Winfrey Show rerun of interview.

Feb. 8, 1999 .Today In New York, WNBC-TV, interview regarding Hidden in
Plain View

Feb. 26, 1992 Urban Update, WHDH-TV Ch-7, NBC affiliate. Interview
regarding Hidden in Plain View.

Feb 28, 1999 Picture This America: African American Special syndicated
show ABC-TV.

May 3, 1999. Ann-on-Line, interview with Ann Devlin sponsored by Barmnes
and Noble. See annonline.com

ABC Weekend News, June 1gth, 1999

C-Span Book Tv, August 1st 1999
CITED IN:

USA Teoday , Jan 19, 1998

Newsweek Magazine, Jan. 25, 1999

The Denver Post, Jan. 26, 1999

Time Magazine For Kids, Feb.5, 1999

Time Magazine For Kids, Feb. 12, 1999

Essence Magazine, Feb, 1999

Howard Magazine, Winter, 1999

The Washington Post; Home [insert], Feb. 18. 1999

Detroit Free Press, Feb 21, 1999

The Chicago Tribune: Home [section], Feb. 28, 1999

The State Newspapear [Sa. Carolina], March, 19989

Tha New York Times Book Review, May 9, 1999

Blanket Statements, Newsletter of the American Quilt Study Group, Issue
56, Spring 1999

National Geographic Magazine, November issue 1999
Boston Globe, November 11, 1999

New Bedford , Sunday Standard Times, November 14,1999

MEMBERSHIP IN NATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS:

Member, National Quilt Study Group

Member, Board of Directors of the International Center for Quilt Study, the
University of Nebraska, Lincoln.

Member, Advisory Council, The Textile Museum, Washington, D.C.

PUBLICATIONS:

Hidden In Plain View: A Secret Stary of Quilts And The Underground
Railroad
Published Jan. 19, 1999 by Doubleday

The Department of Art, Division of Arts & Sciences, Howard
University, 2455 6th Street, NW Washington, DG 20059. Tetephone:
(202) 806-7047 and Fax: (202) 806-9258. Email:
visualarts@howard.edu

Note: The faculty reserves the right to withhold artwork done for
course work for purpose of exhibition.

http://art. howard.edu/facultyandstaff_dobard.html : ©9/3/2004



James Driscoll

Resume

- Education:

St. John’s University - B.A.
Hunter College — M.A.

Teaching:
Twenty-five years as a social studies teacher in the New York City Public School System
The last ten at William Cullen Bryant High School in Astoria. Now retired.

Association with the Queens Historical Society:

Member of the Board of Trustees for over twelve years

Vice President of History — 1998 to 2005

President since 2005

Chairman of the Underground Railroad Research Committee since 1998

Other organizations:
Vice President of the Voelker-Orth Museum in Flushing

Publications:

Co-authored the following:

Angels of Deliverance: The Story of the Underground Railroad in Queens, Long Island
and Beyond

The Road to Freedom: The Underground Railroad in New York State (a book for eighth
graders)

The Friends of Freedom: The Underground Railroad in Queens and on Long Island
All of the above were published by the Society and financed by grants from the New
York Department of Recreation, Parks and Historic Preservation.

| Other publications:

Article: :

“Samuel Parsons: A Long Island Quaker and the Anti-Slavery Struggle” was published in
the Journal of Afro-American History and Genealogy in the fall of 2003.

Other books: '

Flushing: 1830-1930 was recently published by Arcadia Press.

. Exhibits curated:

“Angels of Deliverance” was shown at the Society in 2000 and later shown at Suny-Old
Westbury and the African-American Museum in Hempstead.



Edncation -

Postgraduate
Appeintments:

Teaching and
Research
‘Interests
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Leslie M. Harris

History Department, Bowden Hall
Emory University
- Atlanta, GA 30322
Email: LHARRO4@EMORY.EDU
Phone: 404-727-5130

1995: Stanford University: Ph.D., American History. Secondaty Field: African
History. Tertiary Field: Humanities, Dissertation:. "Creating the African-
American Working Class: Black and White Workers, Abolitionists and
Reformers in New York City, 1785-1863." Adviser: George Fredrickson.

- 1993: Stanford University: M.A., American History. .

1988: Columbia University: B.A., American History ‘Major, Literature Minor.

Fall 2004-2006: Chair, Department of African-American Studies, Eméry
University )

Fall 2003: Associate Chair, African American Studies; Joint Appointment,

Associate Professor, History and African American Studies Departments, Emory
University -

Fall 2001: Assaciate Professor, History Department, Emory University

1995-2001; Assistant Professor, History Department, Emory University.

1998-99: Ford Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow, Columbia University, New
York,

1998-99: Independent Scholar-in-Residence, Schomburg Center for Research in
Black Culture, New York Public Library,

* Fall 1994-Fall 1995: Postdactoral Fellow, University of Maryland at College

Park.

Nineteenth-Century United States History, African-American History, United
States Labor History, History of Women, Gender and Sexuality, Histary of Race
and Ethnicity, Southern History, History of the Atlantic World..



Grants and
Awards

Book

" Book Project

L. M. Harrisf2

2004: Columbia College Alumna Achicvement Award
2001-02: Emory University Research Council Award
1998-99: Ford Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship for Minorities.

1998-99: Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture Scholars-m-
Residence Postdoctoral Award (dcclmcd)

. Summers 1996-2000: Emory College Faculty Dcvelopment Award.

1996: Emory Umvermty President's Commission on the Status of Minorities
Travel Grant for Conference Presentations.

1994-1995: Postdoctoral Fellow, Uni:versity of Maryland, College Park.

. Summer, 1994: Dorothy Danforth Compton Fellowship.

1994: Amecricen Historical Association Littleton-Griswold Grant for Research

‘in American Legal History.

1993-94: Stanford University James Birdsall Weter Grant.

-1992-93: Mellon Dissertation Grant.

1991-92: Stanford Humanities Center Graduate Fellow,
1990-92: Stanford Graduate Fcuc_iwship.

1988-90: Mellon Fellowship in the Humanities.

1988: Colurmbia College Kluge Research Grant..

1984: Columbia College Tohn Jay Scholar.

In the Shadow of Slavery: African Americans in New York City, 1626-1863,
University of Chicago Press, 2003.

Awards: Honorable Mention, 2003 Frederick Douglass Prize, Gilder Lehrman
Center,

2003 Wesley-Logan Prize for African Diaspora History, American Historical
Association and Association for the Study of African-American Life and Hlstory

"Enchained Mascuhmty African-American Men of the Slave South”



L. M. Harris/3

“Slavery, Emancipation and Class Formation in New York City, 1626-1827,"
Journal of Urban History, forthcoming May 2004.

"From Abolitionist Amalgamators to Rulers of the Five Points" the Discourse of
Interracial Sex and Reform in Antebellurmn New York City," in Martha Hodes,

. ed., Sex, Love, Race: Crossing Boundaries in North American History (New
York University Press, 1999), 191-2.12. .

MAfrican Americans,” in Microsoft Eﬁcarta Encyclopedia, 1998,

Cﬁaptcr Fouf, A Limited Freedom: Fiee Blacks Before the Civil War,"in A
History of the African American People, eds. Jaries Oliver Horton and Lois E.

" Horton (London: Salamander Books, 1995), 62-73.

Digital Schomburg Images of African Americans from the Nineteenth Century
http://digital.nypl.org/schomburg/images aal9/. In
Joumnal of American History, September 2002.

Maria Diedrich, Love Across Color Lines: Ottilie Assing and Frederick
Douglass, Journa] of the Early Republic, Fall 2000.

“Civil Rights Unionism: Michael Keith Honey, Black Workers Remember: An

Oral History of Segregation, Unionisri, and the Freedom Struggle, in Southern
Changes, Summer 2000. -

Ronald Bayor, Race and the Making of Twentieth g;enm' Atlanta, in Journal of
-~ Mississippi History, Summer 1998.

.'Gary'Collison', Shadrach Minkins: From Fugitive Slave to Citizen, and Graham

Hodges, Slavery and Freedom in the Rural North: A frican Americans in

Monmouth Coﬁngg, New Jersey, 1665-1865, in Journal of the Early Republic,
Fall 1997.

Wirithfop Jordan, Tumult and Silence at Second Creck, in Labor History, Winter
1994,

Oectober 2003: “Black Women in Defense of Themselves: Rape, Domestic
Violence and the Courts during New York’s Emancipation Era, 1799-1827,"
American 8tudies Association, Hartford, Ct.

~ August 2003: “Courtship and Masculnify if: the Antebellum Déep South Slave ™~

Commumity,” American Historical Association—Pacific Coast Branch,

l ' Articles, Manuscript
and Published
l _ Book Reviews
' " Papers
.- Presented
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Honolulu, HL

July 2003: In the Shadaw of Slavery, Columbia University Alumni Club of
Atlanta, Atlanta, Georgia

July 2003: In the Shadow of Slavery, Sweet Java Brown Coffee House, Atlanta,
Georgia, .

May 2003: “Free But Unequal: The Limits of Emancipation in New York
City,” History Department, University of the Western Cape, Cape Town, Seuth
Africa.

. May 2003: “Dutch Slavery in Seventeenth-Century New Amsterdaym,” History
Department, University of Cape Town, Cape Town, South Africa.

May 2003: “Researching and Writing about Antebellum Black Communities,”
Society for the Preservation of Weeksville, Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn,
New York

' Febrnary 2003: “Slavery and Freedom in Antebellum New York City,”
African-Americans in the Diaspora, §t. Michael’s College, Burlington, Vt.

November, 2001.: “Slavery, Emancipaﬁon and Class Formation in New York
City, 1626-1827," at “White Supremacy/Black Liberation: A Conference in
Honor of George Fredrickson,” Stanford University, Stanford, Ca.

August 2001: “Enchained Masculinity: African American Men of the Slave
South,” American Historical Association—Pacific Coast Branch, Vancouver,
British Columbia.

October, 2000: "Emaﬁcipation, Interracial Sex, and Citizenship in Early
~ . National New York City, 1785-1827," American Studies Association Annual
Conference, Detroit, Mich.

April, 2000: Discussant, “"Mapping the Discipline/Disciplining the Map: The
Topography of American Studies," Emory University.

April, 2000: Comment on conference panel “African-Descended People and the
Public Sphere in the Nineteenth-Century United States," Organization of
American Historians Conference, St. Louis, Mo.

- October, 1999: "Free But Not Equal: ‘The Limits of Emancipation in New
York City," African-American Studies Faculty Workshop, Emory University.

“April, 1999: "Emancipation, Interracial Sex, and Black Citizenship in Early
National New Yark City, 1785-1827," Organization of American Historians
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Conference, Toronto, Canada.

March, 1999: "The Long Shadow of Southern Slavery: Radical Abolitionists
and Black Political Activism against Slavery in New York City, 1830-1840,"

Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, New York, NY.

February, 1999: . “Creating the African-American ‘Working Class in New York

City, 1626-1863," Schomburg. Center for Research in Black Culture, New York,

November, 1998: “Defining Black Freedom Duriﬂg New York's Emancipation
Era, 1799-1827," Wesleyan University, Middletown, CT.

--'Cic;tober, 1997: “Pressing Forward to Greater Perfection, Part IT: Abolitionist-

Reformers and Black Workers after 1840," Atlanta Seminar on the Comparative

~ History of Labor, Industry, Technology, and Society, Atlanta, GA.

January, 1997; "Rulers of the Five Points: Interracial Sex and Class in
Antebelium New York City," American Historical Association, New York, NY.

) Dei:embef, 1996: "Creating the African-American Working Class in New York
- City," History Department and African-American Studies Program, Princeton
‘University, Pnnceton, N.I.

March, 1996: "Emancipation, Race and Class in New York City, 1785-1827,"
Organization of American Historians Conference, Chicago, IL.

-Séptember, 1995: “Creating the African-American Working Class in Antebel-

* lum New York City: The Case of the Association for the Benefit of Colored

Orphans,” Emory University African-American Studies Program and the
Spelman College Women's Resource and Research Center Brown Bag Lecture.

Ai)'ril, 1995: "Slavery, Emancipation, and the Racialization of New York's
Working Class, 1785-1827," The Washington Seminar on American History and
Culture, Washington, D.C:

February, 1995: "Creating the African American Working Class in Antebellum

New York City," University of Maryland, Col[cgc Park, History Department
Lecture Series,

- October, 1993: "Quaker Reforiners and Black Workers in New York City: The

Case of the Association for the Benefit of Colored Orphans, 1836-1863," The

Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History Conference, Bal-
timore, MD.

April, 1992; "New Trends in Twentieth Century African-American History,"



. Research -

Teaching
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Teaching Diversity in High Schools Conference, sponsored by the Center for
Educational Research, Stanford Untiversity, Stanford, CA.

Ain'il, 1992: "The Black Manual Labor School Project and the Development of
a Black Labor Ideclogy, 1830-1855," Reworking Atmerican Labor History:
Race, Gender, and Class Conference, State Historical Society of Wisconsin,

Madison, WS.

January 2000: Book manuscript ;eseari:h (slavery and masculinity) at the

" Newberry Library, Chicago, Il

Fall 1998-Summer 1999: Book manuscript research (New York City blacks) at
the New-York Historical Society; the Schomburg Center for Research in Black
Culture, New York, N.Y.; The American Antiquariah Society, Worcester, Mass:; -
New York Public Library, New York, N.Y.; Columbia University Library, New
York, N.Y.

Fall 1994-Summer 1995: Book manuscript research at the New-York
Historical Society, New York, N.Y.; the Library of Congress; Washington, D.C.;
the Quaker Archives, Havetford and Swarthmore, Penn.; the New York State

 Archives, Albany, N.Y.; the Municipal Archwes New York:, N.Y.; New Yark

Public Library, New York, N.Y.

Sumzer 1992, January-June 1993: Dissertation research at the New-York
Historical Society, New York, N.Y.; the Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.;
the Municipal Archives, New York, N.Y; the Amistad Research Center, New
Orleans, La.; Columbia Usniversity Rare Books and Manuscripts Collection, New
York, N.Y.; Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, New York, N Y
New York Public Library, New York, N. Y

Winter, 1989-Summer 1990: John Irvine Research Intern at the Martin Luther

" King, Ir., Papers Project, Stanford University. - Advisers: Professor Clayborne

‘Carson, Archivist Susan Carson, Professor Stewart Burns.

Fall 1995-Fall 1999: Undergraduate Courses Developed: African-American
History to 1877; Race, Gender, Class and the Radical Abolitionists; The Free
Black Cormimunity in the Antebellum United States; African-American Freedom
Struggles from the 19th Century to the Present; Slavery in United States History
and Culture; The African Background to Atlantic Culture (with Professor
Kristin Mann).

Graduate Courses developed: Topics in Africah-American History to 1877,
Seminar in the Comparative History of Labor, Industry, Technology and Society
‘(with Professors Tan Fletcher and Michael Allcn) Race, Gender and Sexuality in
LS. History (with Professor Mary Odem).
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Consultantéhips- :

Department
‘Service
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Summers 1996, 1998: Led two-day workshop entitled "Race, Gender, Class

and African-American History," Mellon Summer Institute for Minority Under-
graduates, Emory University.

Fall 1995-Fall 2002: Member of fifteen dissertation prospectus defense
committees; member of five dissertation committees.

1990-1992: Teaching Assistant, Stanford University History Department: 19th-

Century United States History; United States Women's History; The American
South, 1815-1900.

. Teaching Assistant, Stanford University English Department: American
+- Literature and Culture to 1855,

June 1999: Lecturer, The Scholarly Joumey Series, Columbia University

‘Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Summer Research Program for Students

from Historically Underrepresented Groups

-1998-present: Advisory Board Member, Seneca Village Project, New York .

City.

1997-98: Manuscript Reviewer, Bedford Books.

1997: Manuscript Reviewer, University of California Press.

Spring 1996: Consultant-facilitator at Spelman College's Mellon Faculty Wark-

shop on Diversity in the Classroom. Topic "Class in the Classroom: Historical
Approaches and Pedagogical Challenges to the Study of Class and Racial

- Diversity in the United States."

Fall 1999: Member, Emory History Department Colloquium Committee,

- - 1997-1998; Member, Advisory Committee, Emory History Department.

Spring 1996-1998: Mcmber, Undergraduate Frogram Committee, Emory
Histary Department,

1995-1998: Member, Minority Recruitment Committee, Emory History Depart-

© . ment,

1992-93:  Coordinator of the Stanford History Department Teaching Workshops

, for new teaching assistants and praduate student instructors.

Fall 1991: Co-Leader of the Stanford Center for Teaching and Eeaming
Workshop for new teaching assistants in the Stanford History Department.



. University
" - Service

Conference
Service

Professional
Memberships

L. M. Harris{B

1990-91: Co-Chair of the Stanford History Department Graduate Student
Association.

Fall 1990: Co-Leader of the Stanford Center for Teaching and Leamning
Workshap for new teaching assistants in the Stanford History Department.

1997-1998: Chair, Erhory College Affirmative Action Committee
1996-1997: Member, Emory College Affirmative Action Committee
1996-1998: Board Member, Emory Women's Center.

1996-1998: Emory College Curriculum Committee

1995-1997: Faculty Representative, President's Commission on Lesbian; Gay
and Biséxual Life at Emory Univcrsity. Subcommitiee: Gay Studies Curriculumn.

October 2002: Co-Convener, "Lynchmg and Racial Violence in the United
States,” Emory Umvcrsuy, Aﬂanta, Ga

November 2001 Co-Ccnvener, "White Supremacy/Black Liberation: A
Conference in Honor of George Fredrickson,” Stanford University, Stanford, Ca.

October 1997: Panél Chair, "Going Public Beyond the Territory: African- -
Americans in Europe,” 1997 American Studies Association Annual Convention,
‘Washington, D.C.

Organization of American Historianis, American Historical Association,
American Studies Association, Southern Historical Association, American
Association of University Professors, Coordinating Committee on Wormen in the
Historical Profession.
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Andrew P. Tackson {Sekou Molefi Baako)
25-14 97" Street  East Elmhurst. New York 11368
(71B) 397-9261 (Home) (718) 851-1100 ext. 210 (Office)
andrew.p.jackson@gqgueanslibrary.org

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
1980-Present ‘Executive Director .
Langston Hughes Community Library and Cultural Center
Queens Borough Public Library
“100-01 Northern Boulcvard Corona, New York 11368

“Overall ndmimslrauon budgeting and management of library center.
.+ *Staff supcrvision and evaluation (10FT,3PT).
*Cultural arts administrator.
+ *Team building and strategic planning for quality customer service.
*Develop and administer library and cultural arts budgets.
*Plan independent film festivals, musical concerts, artist exhibitions and rcccpuons,-
literary and poctry readings/discussions, panels md four annual cultual celebratlons.
~*Proposal writing, grant preparation, fundraising, program reports.
. *Community outrcach and public relations.
* Advisor on library projects.
*Documentation of library eenter’s history.
*Library conference presentations,
*Testify at budget hearings.
. "Network with other libraries, arts and cultural institutions and communuity based
organizations.

*Created, organized and unplemcntcd four anoual cultural cclebratxons
*Liajson to founding Board of Directors.

7 Fall 2001-Present Adjunct Lecturer York College (CUNY)

EDUCATION

.+ “Master of Library Science

Graduate School of Library and Informatlon Studies

. ‘Queens College (CUNY) Queens, New York Graduated: 1996

""Rachelor of Science - Business Administration _
“York College (CUNY) Qucens, New York Graduated: 1990 Dean's List ~ 1990

CERTIFICATION

. v:Pubhc Librarian's Professional Certificate - #18037 1996

- The University of the State of New York Education Department

References available npon request



1986-Present Lecturer — Motivational Speaker,

Promote reading and librarianghip.

Class visits, career days, read-ins and poctry readmgs

Lecture topics: “Diversity-in the Work Place™. “Strive for Excellence!™

Africana History and Cultural Topics:

“Ancient African Empires™

“African Values” '

‘“From Africa to America” - - ¢

“The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade™

“The Harlem Renaissance™

‘“Martin, Malcolm and Human Rights Struggle™

“The Life and Works of Langston Hughes”,

“Kwanzaa: A Seven Day African American Cultural Celebranon

“In the Tradition: The Legacy of Culture Messengers from Langston Hughes .
_to Tupac Shaku

Perform Libation Ceremonies.

: C ONSULTANT
March 2000. Evatuated the Mollie Huston Lee Rare Book and Reference Collection
"Richard B. Harrison Library, Wake County Public Libraries Ralcigh, NC.
Recommended improvements for collection development, preservation and outreach.

National Office
2004-2006 President, Black Caucus, Atnerican lerary Aasociation, Inc.-(BCALA)
2002-2004 Vice-President/President Elect, Chairperson Program Committee, BCALA

National Memberships: ' i
-~ American Library Association, Inc. !
ALA Diversity Council

ALA Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Celcbmtl on Planmng Commiftee
Public Library Association

New York Black Librarians Caucus

MILITARY SERVICE C .
1964-1968 United States Air Force Staff Sergeant(B-5) ~ © -~ . - i
Honorable Discharge, .
Bronze Star Medal Victnam, 1967 : ‘
First Term Airman of the Year, Nha Trang Airbase, Vietnam, 1967.



PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
Vice President/President-Elect, Program Committee Chairperson
Black Caucus of the American Library Assaciation 2002-2004
Member — Spectrum Leadership Institute [V-American Library Association

Member — Children’s Defense Fund Langston Hughes Library National Advisory Board
‘Member - American Library Association : ’

_ Member — Public Library Association of the Amerjcan Library Association

Member - Library and Management ‘Associatiorof the American Library Association
Member —~ Executive Board, Black Caucus of the American Library Association 1998-
Member - New York Library Association ’

Membey - New York Black Librarian's Caucus 1992

. Member - New York State Freedom Trail Commission 1999-

. COMMUNITY AFFILIATIONS o :

Facilitator and Panelist - Queens Council on the Arts, Bronx Arts Councils.
2003- Member, Technical Advisory Committee-North Corona Transportation Study
2001- Member, Alumni Board, Graduate School of Library Studics-
Queens College (CUNY) : :
2000~ Member, Board of Trustees, The Renaissance Charter Schos]
1999- Member, Poet Lauteats of Quecens Selection Commitice
1999- Member, Board for the Edueation of People of African Ancestry .
1998-" Member, Board of Dircetors, Corona-East Elnthurst Chapter, Dollars for Scholars
1998- Membcr, Community Advisory Board Louis Armstrong House & Archives
1997 Treasurer, Yotk College Community Advisory Council _
1997 — Present Queens Borough President’s African American Heritage Planning

' Coromittee 1997-99 Co-Chairperson, 2000-2002 Chairperson )
1990-1996 Co-Chair, Community Advisory Board - Otis Bantum Correctional Center
1990-1993;1995-1997 Board of Directors - York College Alumni, Inc.
1989- Present Member, Board of Directors, Queens Public Tclevision
1987-1990 Treasurer, Northern Boulevard Mcrchant's Association . o '
1983-1997 Member, Community Advisory Board - Elmhurst Hospital Center

Chairperson, 1987-1589 .

Life-Member NAACP - Cororia-East Elmhurst Branch



ARTICLES AND PUBLICATIONS

LITERARY
African American Almanag. Ninth Edition, Foreward The Gale Group, Jannary 2003

Jackson, Andrew P, “Don’t Take it For Granted!" Library Actlon Commﬂtec Ncwaetter
November, 2001.

J ackson Andrew P. Qucens Notes A Work in Progt;ss Facts about thc forgotten
-boro__gh. Queens, New York: December 2001 :

Josey, E.J., Marva L. Del.oach. Handbook of Black Lib ans}ﬁp Sccond Edition

“Library Services to Black Americans”. Part VI African Amcricans and the Knowledge

" Profession. Pages 455-46S5. July, 2000.

. BCALA. Proceedings of the Third National Conference of the Black Caucus of the
American [ ibrary Asgociation. “In Our Opinion: The Concept of Black L1brar1ansh1p
Written vnth Gladys Smiley Bell .Tuly, 1999 '

Quems Borough Public Labrary Queens New York: 'I‘owarda Docimentmg A g t_u& ,

o Identity. An Annotated Biography. - Graduate Rescarch Project, Queens College
Graduate School of lerary Studms January, 1997. Printed / distributed to 62 branches,

BCALA. Proceedings of the Second National anferc ce of the Black Caucua of the
American Library Association. “The Twenty-Five Year History of the Langston Hughes
Community Library arid Cuitural Center”. November, 1995.

New York State Department of Education. The Bookmark. "A Multi-Edged Sword
Fighting Iliteracy, The Langston Hughes Community Library and Cultural Center"
- Summer, 1985 .



MEDIA AND ARTICLES
Newslctter of the Black Cangus, American Library Association. “B eauuful Toronto—A
Place To Scel” Vol. 32, No. August 1, 2003.

Newsletter of the Black Caucus, American Library Association. “BCALA. Affiliates Mcet
at 5™ National Confercnce of African American Librarians.” Vol..31 No 2/3
October/Dccembcr 2002.

-

- Newsletter of the Black Caucus, American Library Association. “Closing’ Remarks for

the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration, ALA Mid-Winter Meeting” January 27,
2002 Vol. 31, No. 6, June 2003.

. Power of the Word “The Future Spnngs From the Past” Vol, 1, Issue 3,71 unc—July 2001

Quecns Courier “Why Black Htstory Month?”" Vol. 6 Na. 21 Febmary 10-16, 1999

. Neéws for. Staff— Oucens lerarv “Langston Hughes Upda.tc “"Vc;l. 23, No 11,
July 2, 1998.

News for Staﬁ-— Queens Library. “Open Mic N1ght at Langston Hughes”
Val. 23, No. 10, June 2, 1998

Xork age. “Changc and Trans:ﬁo . June, 1998

Board for the Educauon of Peoplc of African Ancestry, John Henrik Clarke Housc In
Dgfense of Our Children, "The Education of the African Child. Who Is In The Village,

" What Arc Their Responsibilities?" July, 1997.

" Keywords The Student Association Newsletter Queens Cdllege'Graduatc School of
.~Library Studies "The Purpose of Biack History Month". Vol 1, No 1 Fcbruary 1996

New York Voice, "My Thoughts for Black History Month 97", February, 1997

New York Pagc. "My Thoughts for Black History Monf_h ‘97“. Fcbruary, 1997, :

" Queens Borough Public Library. Queens Library “A Branch Grows The Langston

Hughes Community Libraty and Cultural Center*. Tuly, 1992.

Pag,dora‘s Box. York College (CUNY) "A Plea for Real Black History". F cb. 1-9 1988.

-Spirit Magazine. York College (CUNY) “Truth, Justice and The Amcncan Way".
Feb-Mar 1983.

Pandora's Box. York College (CUNY) “Black‘Americaﬁs Omitted from History".
Apr.10, 1986. |
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Curriculum Vitae
Cheryl Janifer LaRoche, Ph. D.

5333 Strathmore Avenue
Kensington, MD 20895
301-946-4471
claroche@umd.edu

ACADEMIC PREPARATION

Ph.D. 2004

M.A. 1994

B.A. 1982

American Studies, The University of Maryland, College Park
Concentration in Archaeology and African American History
Dissertation:  “On The Edge of Freedom: Free Black Communities,
Archaeology, and the Underground Railroad” analyzes African American
participation in the Underground Railroad through maps, the black church,
cultural landscapes, and the “geography of resistance.”  Director: Paul Shackel

State University of New York, Fashion Institute of Technology

Museum Studics, Objects Conservation

Thesis: “Glass Beads Excavated from The African Bural Ground, New York
City: Conservation, Analysis and Interpretation.” Director: Gary McGowan

State University of New York, Buffalo, Psychology and Art

AWARDS, GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS

2004

2004

2001-2004

2000-2001

2000

1999-2001

Carl Bode Dissertation Prize, Department of American Studies, Uruversity of
Maryland, co-winner

Study Abroad Program, Salvador da Bahia and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. History
Department, University of Maryland

Ford Foundation Pre-doctoral Fellowship for Minorities, National Academy of
Sciences, National Research Council

Monticello Scholar, Women in Archaeology Program, Center for American
Archaeology, Kampsville, I

Research and Travel Grant, Committee on Africa in the Americas, University of
Maryland, College Park, MD

Doctoral Fellowship, University of Maryland, Department of American Studies

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Fall 2005

Adjunct Faculty, History Department, Georgetown University. Taught HIST 293,
Black History Through Black Culture



2004-2005

Adjunct Faculty, History and African American Studies, University of Maryland
University College. Developed and taught HIST 460, “African American Life:
1500 to 1865.” Also certified to teach on-line :

Other relevant employment

2005

2004-2006

2004-2005

2004

2004

2002

1993-1999

1997-1999

1995-1998

Historical and archaeological consultant, Museurn of African American History
and Center for Culture and Environmental History, University of Massachusetts
Boston. Collaborating on research design for the African Meeting House data
tecovery proposal and archaeological interpretation of cultural materials.

Research Associate, Department of American Studies, University of Maryland

Peer Reviewer, AKRF, Inc. Environmental and Planning Consultants, New York
City. Reviewed Scope of Research, Comments and Responses to Draft Research
Report for potential Underground Railroad site in Brooklyn, NY

Advisor-African Burial Ground Memorial, Conservation/Landscape/Engineering,
African Burial Ground Technical Assistance Project, National Park Service

Historical Consultant, Joseph Holston Underground Railroad Art Project,
University of Maryland University College

Historical Consultant, United States National Forest, Shawnee National Forest
Service. Wrote UGRR Network to Freedom Application for Miller Grove Site

Archaeological Conservator; John Milner Associates

Conserved artifacts from the Afncan Bunal Ground and Five Points Projects.
Assisted in the assessment, packing and transportation of the human skeletal
remains to Howard University, Washington, D.C.

Archaeological Conservator, Cultural Preservation and Restoration
Assessed, stabilized and conserved sculpted faces from a possible Underground

Railroad site, Syracuse, NY

Bead consultant, Henrietta Marie Slave Ship Project, Key West, FL.

PUBLICATIONS

“The Archaeology of Black Americans in Recent Times” (Co-author). Annual -

Review of Anthropology. Vol. 34. In final review

*“The Conservation Report for the African Burial Ground Project and the 290
Broadway Block.” In review. John Milner Associates for Edwards and Kelcey
Engineers, Inc.; the General Services Administration, and Howard University

“William Paul Quinn, 4" Bishop of the AME Church.” Biographical entry, in
review. African American National Biography, Harvard University (co-author)
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2005

2005

2001

2000

2000

1996

1995

1995

“Heritage, Archacology, and African-American History” The SAA
Archaeological Record, 5(2)

“Heritage, Archaeology, and African-American History,” Seminar Paper, “The
Public Meaning of Archaeological Heritage” A Seminar in Archacology and
Interpretation. Center for Heritage Studies, University of Maryland.
hitp://www heritage.umd.edw/CHRSWeb/nps/training/laroche.htm

“Matenal Culture™: Conservation and Analysis of Textiles Recovered from Five
Points. (Co-author with Gary McGowan) Journal of the Society for Historical
Archaeology, 35(3): 65-75

Tales of Five Points: Working-Class Life in Nineteenth-Century New Yort.
Volume V Conservation of Materials from The Courthouse Block. (Co-author)
John Milner Assoc., Inc. for Edwards and Kelcey Engineers, Inc. and the GSA

Tales of Five Points: Working-Class Life in Nineteenth-Century New York.
Volume Il An Interpretive Approach to Understanding Working-Class Life.
(Contributor) John Milner Associates, Inc. for Edwards and Kelcey Engineers,
Inc. and the General Services Administration

“Seizing Intellectual Power: The Dialogue at the New York African Burial
Ground” (Co-author with Michael Blakey) Journal of the Society for Historical
Archaeology, 31(3): 84-106

The Ethical Dilemma Facing Conservation: Care and Treatment of Human
Skeletal Remains and Mortuary Objects, (Co-author with Gary McGowan)
Journal of the American Institute for Conservation, 35, June

“Beads from the African Burial Ground: A Preliminary Assessment.” Beads:
Journal of the Society of Bead Researchers, 6, 3-20

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS

2005

2005

2004

. 12004

2004

Session Chair, Tourism, Representation and Heritage Sites. “Touring the Painful
Past: Archaeology, Tourism, and African-American Heritage” Society for
Applied Anthropology Annual Meeting, Santa Fe, April 5-9

“The African Burial Ground in the Age of Revolution: A Landscape in
Transition.” Society for Historical Archaeology Annual Meeting, York, UK

“Archaeology and African American History” Public Meaning of Archaeological
Heritage Seminar for the National Park Service, Univ. of Maryland, Oct. 28-29

“Notes Toward a Chronological Biography of William Paul Quinn, 4™ Bishop of
the AME Church, Annual meeting, Afro-American Historical & Genealogical
Society, Inc. (co-author)

“Archaeology, the I'ree Black Community and the Underground Railroad”
Society for Historical Archaeology Annual Meeting, St. Louis, Jan. 7-11



2003

2003

2003

2003

2002

2002

2002

2000

2001

2001

2001

2001

2000

2000

“Northern Plantations: An Archaeological and Historical Qverview”
2003 Annual Conference of Ford Fellows, San Juan, Puerto Rico, Oct. 17-18

“Archaeology, Public Engagement, and the Black Community” Chesapeake
American Studies Association Annual Meeting. University of Maryland

“Plantations in the North” National Public Radio, All Things Considered with
Bob Edwards, March 10

Session Chair and Presenter. Northemn Plantations Symposium. Society for
Historical Archaeology, Providence, RI. Jan. [4-19

Keynote Speaker. “The Geography of Resistance: Archacology and the
Underground Railroad™ Council for Northeast Historical Archaeology Annual
Meeting. Wilmington, DE. Oct. 18-20

“From Slave Ship to Cemeteries to the Underground Railroad: Archaeology,
Public History, and the African American Experience.” Academic Exchange
Sessions, Conference of Ford Fellows, Albuquerque, NM, Oct. 3-5

“Sites of History, Sites of Memory, Sites of Hope: Preservation and the African-
American Historical Landscape.” Association of African American Museums
(AAAM) Annual Meeting, August 22

“From Slave Ships to Cemeteries: Archaeology as an Alternative Path to
History.” The Joint Consortium for the Study of Slavery and Freedom. Graduate
Student Forum, New Work on Slavery. University of Maryland, George
Washington University, and Georgetown University, December

“History, Tourism, Commemoration, and Archaeology.” Public Spaces/Hidden
Voices: Issues of Heritage, Cultural and Culinary Tourism. Material
Culture/Visual Culture Working Group, University of Maryland, December

“Alternative Paths to History: Archaeology and the Material Record.” The
Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Annual
Meeting, Washington, D.C., Sept. 26-30

Discussant, “Archaeology in the ‘Glory Land’: Excavation of African American
Sites North of the Ohio River.” Society for American Archaeology Annual
Meeting, New Orleans, LA, April 18-22

“Rebels, Runaways and Researchers,” Lecture to accompany the unveiling of
“the faces.” ALANA Cultural Center, Colgate University, Hamilton, NY

“Women and the Underground Railroad,” American Studies Association Annual
Meeting, Detroit, Mi., Oct. 11-15

Session Co-chair and Presenter, Society for Historical Archaeology Annual
Meeting. “The Underground Railroad and African-Canadian Archaeological
Sites,” Quebec City

-‘ - ‘ - -)
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1999

1998

1998

1998

1998

1995-1998

1997

1997
1997
1996
1996
1996
1996

19%6

1996

“Arufacts from African Burial Ground and other Northeastern Archaeoiogical
Sites.” Lecturer and Pane! Discussant. Acadia University; Black Loyalist
Heritage Society; Nova Scotia Archaeological Society, Nova Scotia, Canada

Session Chair, “The Archaeology of the Middle Passage: The Wreck of The
Henrietta Marie as an Episode in the History of the African Diaspora.” Society.
for Histonical Archaeology Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA

“Keepers of the Culture: Women’s Role in the Preparation of the Dead” (Co-
author), Society for Historical Archaeology Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA

Politics, Ethics, and Archaeology,” Guest lecturer, Department of Anthropology,
State University of New York, Binghamton, NY

“Beads and the African Diaspora: Three Selected Sites.” Sankofa Bird Project
Lecture Series, San Diego, CA

Lecture to conservation interns, “Conserve a Legacy Program:
American Art from Historically Black Colleges and Universities,” Williamstown
Restoration program, for the Studio Museum in Harlem, NYC

“Beads from the African Burial Ground” The Louis H. Blumengarten Lecture in
Urban Archaeology; Archacological Institute of America; NY State
Archaeological Assoc., and Program in Anthropology, CUNY

“Before Central Park: The Life and Death of Seneca Village.” Lecture to
accompany exhibition, New York Historical Society, NY

“Seizing Intellectual Power: The Dialogue at Foley Square.” Society for
Historical Archaeology Annual Meeting, Cincinnati, OH

“Material Culture: An Analysis of Recovered Rags and Textiles from the Needle
Trades at Five Points (Co-author), Annual Meeting, Society for Historical
Archaeology, Cincinnati, Ohio

“Archaeological Textiles from Five Points” Textile Conservation Group, NYC

“Ethical Problems in Conservation” Guest Lecturer, New York University,
Institute of Fine Art, NYC

“Conserving Artifacts from the African Burial Ground,” New York Unearthed,
the Urban Archaeology Center of the South Street Seaport Museum, NYC

“The Ethical Dilemma: Conservation and the Care and Treatment of Human
Skeletal Remains,” University of Delaware/Winterthur, Guest Lecturer, Students’
Choice Scries

“Maps, the Collect Pond and the African Burial Ground,” What Became of Pot
Bakers Hill Lecture Series, New York Historical Society, NYC



1596

1996

1996

1995

1995

1995

1995

1995

“Stringing It All Together: Beads in the Archacological Record” The African
Impact on the Material Culture of the Americas, Museum of Early Southern
Decorative Arts, Winston-Salem, North Carolina :

Slavery’s Buried Past. The New Explorers Series, Public Broadcasting System

“Understanding a Woman through Archaeology: Burial 340"—Women In and
Through Archaeology lecture series, Public Forum, Professional Archacologists
of New York City

“Conservation of Artifacts from an Antebellum Cemetery, First African Baptist
Church, Philadelphia, PA” (Co-author). Society for Historical Archacology
Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C.

“Conservation of Artifacts from the African Burial Ground” Hamilton Grange
Preservation Society, New York

“Maps, Collect Pond, and the African Burial Groun ”  Lecture to accompany
exhibit, New York Historical Society

“The Ethical Dilemma: Care and Treatment of Human Skeletal Remains” (Co-

_author). General Session, Annual Meeting, American Institute for Conservation,

St. Paul, MN

“The Microscope as an Aid to Archeological Conservation.” New York
Microscopical Society, NYC

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIFS

American Anthropological Association (AAA)

Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society, Inc. (AAHGS)
American Studies Association (ASA)

Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH)
Chesapeake American Studies Association (CHASA)

Council for Northeast Historical Archaeology (CNHEA)

Organization of American Historians (OAH)

Society for Applied Anthropology (SFAA)

Society for Historical Archaeology (SHA)

SERVICE

2002-present

1998-present

2003

Tolson’s Chapel Advisory Board, Save Historic Antietam Foundation, Inc.,
Sharpsburg, MD

Advisory Board Member, Seneca Village Project, New York Historical Society,
New York

Co-Planned and hosted, “A. Tribute to Trailblazers: A Reception to Honor
American Studies’ Alumni of Color.” University of Maryland, March 138
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2000-2001

1998-1999

Consultant to the Catoctin Center for Research Studies, Steering Committee,
Frederic Historic Sites Consortium, Frederick, MD

Advisory Board, “Human Remains: Conservation, Retrieval and An-alysis”
Conference, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, Williamsburg, VA, Nov. 7-11
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Cheryl Janifer LaRoche

University of Maryland
5333 Strathmore Avenue Department of American Studies
Kensington, MD 20895 1102 Holzapfel Hall
301-946-4471 College Park, MD 20742
3019464472 (F) 301-405-1354/301-314-9453 (F)

¢ilaroche(ivahoo.com

ACADEMIC PREPARATION

Ph.D. 2004  American Studies, The University of Maryland, College Park
Concentration in Archaeology and African American History
Dissertation:  “On The Edge of Freedom: Free Black Communities,
Archaeology, and the Underground Railroad” analyzes African American
participation in the Underground Railroad through maps, the black church,
cultural landscapes, and the “geography of resistance.”  Director: Paul Shackel

M.A_ 1994 State University of New York, Fashion Institute of Technology
Museum Studies, Objects Conservation
Thesis: “Glass Beads Excavated from The African Burial Ground, New York
City: Conservation, Analysis and Interpretation.” Director: Gary McGowan

B.A. 1982 State University of New York, Buffalo, Psychology and Art

AWARDS, GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS

2004 Finalist, Ralph Henry Gabriel Dissertation Prize, Amerlcan Studies Association,
decision pending.

2004 Carl Bode Dissertation Prize, Department of American Studies, University of
Maryland, co-winner.

2004 Study Abroad Program, Salvador da Bahia and R10 de Janeiro, Brazil. History
Department, University of Maryland

2003 Best Student Paper Prize, “Archaeology, Public Engagement, and the Black
Community.” Chesapeake American Studies Association Annual Meeting.

University of Maryland, April 5-6, co-winner.

2001-2004 Ford Foundation Pre-doctoral Fellowship for Minorities, National Academy of
Sciences, National Research Council.

2000-2001 Monticello Scholar, Women in Archaeology Program, Center for American
Archaeology, Kampsville, IL.

2000 Research and Travel Grant, Committee on Africa in the Americas, University of
Maryland, College Park, MD.

1999-2001 Doctoral Fellowship, University of Maryland, Department of American Studies.



PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2004

2002

1993-1999

1997-1999

1995-1998

Research Associate, Department of American Studies, University of Maryland

Historical Consultant—United States National Forest, Shawnee National Forest
Service. Wrote UGRR Network to Freedom Application for Miller Grove Site

John Milner Associates—Archaeological Conservator

Conserved artifacts from the African Burial Ground and Five Points Projects.
Assisted in the assessment, packing and transportation of the human skeletal
remains to Howard Umversity, Washington, D.C.

Cultural Preservation and Restoration—Archaeological Conservator
Assessed, stabilized and conserved sculpted faces from a possible Underground
Raiiroad site, Syracuse, NY.

Bead Research Institute
Bead consultant—~Henriefta Marie Slave Ship Project, Key West, FL.

PUBLICATIONS

2001

2000

2000

1996

1995

“The Conservation Report for the African Burial Ground Project and the 290
Broadway Block.” In review. John Milner Associates for Edwards and Kelcey
Engineers, Inc. and the General Services Administration. ‘

“Material Culture”: Conservation and Analysis of Textiles Recovered from Five
Points. (Co-author with Gary McGowan) Journal of the Society for Historical
Archaeology, 35(3): 65-75.

Tales of Five Points: Working-Class Life in Nineteenth-Century New York.
Volume V Conservation of Materials from The Courthouse Block (Block 160).
Co-author, John Milner Assoc., Inc. for Edwards and Kelcey Engineers, Inc. and
the General Services Administration.

Tales of Five Points: Working-Class Life in Nineteenth-Century New York.
Volume II An Interpretive: Approach to Understanding Working-Class Life.
{Contributor) John Milner Associates, Inc. for Edwards and Kelcey Engineers,
Inc. and the General Services Administration.

“Seizing Intellectual Power: The Dialogue at the New York African Burizﬂ
Ground” (Co-author with Michael Blakey) Journal of the Society for Historical

Archaeology, 31(3): 84-106.

The Ethical Dilemma Facing Conservation: Care and Treatment of Human
Skeletal Remains and Mortuary Objects, {Co-author with Gary McGowan)
Journal of the American Institute for Conservation, 35, June.
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1995

“Beads from the African Burial Ground: A Preliminary Assessment.” Beads:
Journal of the Society of Bead Researchers, 6, 3-20.

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS

2604

2003

2003

2003

2003

2002

2002

2002

2000

. 2001

2001

2001

2001

“Archaeology, the Free Black Community and the Underground Railroad”
Society for Historical Archaeology Annual Meeting, St. Louis, Jan 7-11.

“Northern Plantations: An Archaeological and Historical Overview”
2003 Annual Conference of Ford Fellows, San Juan, Puerto Rico, Oct. 17-18.

“Archaeology, Public Engagement, and the Black Community” Chesapeake
American Studies Association Annual Meeting. University of Maryland.

“Plantations in the North” National Public Radio, All Things Considered with
Bob Edwards, March 10.

Session Chair and Presenter. Northern Plantations Symposium. Society for
Historical Archaeology, Providence, RI. Jan. 14-19.

Keynote Speaker. “The Geography of Resistance: Archaeology and the
Underground Railroad” Council for Northeast Historical Archaeology Annual
Meeting. Wilmington, DE. Oct. 18-20.

“From Slave Ship to Cemeteries to the Underground Railroad: Archaeology,
Public History, and the African American Experience.” Academic Exchange
Sessions, Conference of Ford Fellows, Albuquerque, NM, Oct 3-5.

“Sites of History, Sites of Memory, Sites of Hope: Preservation and the African-
American Historical Landscape.” Association of Affican American Museums
(AAAM) Annual Meeting, August 22.

“From Slave Ships to Cemeteries: Archaeology as an Alternative Path to
History.” The Joint Consortium for the Study of Slavery and Freedom. Graduate
Student Forum, New Work on Slavery. University of Maryland, George
Washington University, and Georgetown University, December.

“History, Tourism, Commemoration, and Archaeology.” Public Spaces/Hidden
Voices: Issues of Heritage, Cultural and Culinary Tourism. Material
Culture/Visual Culture Working Group, University of Maryland, December.

“Alternative Paths to History: Archaeology and the Material Record.” The
Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Annual
Meeting, Washington, D.C., September 26-30.

Discussant, “Archaeology in the ‘Glory Land™: Excavation of African American
Sites North of the Ohio River.” Society for American Archaeology Annual
Meeting, New Orleans, LA, April 18-22.

“Rebels, Runaways and Researchers,” Lecture to accompany the unveiling of
“the faces.”” ALANA Cultural Center, Colgate University, Hamilton, NY.



2000

2000

1999

1998

1998

1998

1998

1995-1998

1997

1997

1997

“Women and the Underground Railroad,” American Studies Association Annual
Meeting, Detroit, Mi., Qctober 11-15.

Session Co-chair and Presenter, Society for Historical Archaeology Annual
Meeting. “The Underground Railroad and African-Canadian Archaeological
Sites,” Quebec City.

“Artifacts from African Burial Ground and other Northeastern Archaeological
Sites.” Lecturer and Panel Discussant. Acadia University; Black Loyalist
Heritage Society; Nova Scotia Archaeological Society, Nova Scotia, Canada.

Session Chair, “The Archaeology of the Middle Passage: The Wreck of The
Henrietta Marie as an Episode in the History of the Afnican Diaspora.” Society
for Historical Archacology Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA

“Keepers of the Culture: Women’s Role in the Preparation of the Dead” (Co-
author), Society for Historical Archacology Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA.

Politics, Ethics, and Archaeology,” Guest lecturer, Department of Anthropologj/,
State University of New York, Binghamton, NY.

“Beads and the African Diaspora: Three Selected Sites.” Sankofa Bird Project
Lecture Series, San Diego, CA.

Lecture to conservation interns, “Conserve a Legacy. Program:
American Art from Historically Black Colleges and Universities,” Williamstown
Restoration program, for the Studio Museum in Harlem, NYC.

“Beads from the African Burial Ground” The Louis H. Blumengarten Lecture in
Urban Archaeology; Archacological Institute of Amernca; NY State
Archacological Assoc., and Program in Anthropology, CUNY.

“Before Central Park: The Life and Death of Seneca Village.” Lecture to
accompany exhibition, New York Historical Society, NY.

“Seizing Intellectual Power: The Dialogue at Foley Square.” Society for
Historical Archaeology Annual Meeting, Cincinnati, OH.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

Society for Historical Archaeology (SHA)

Organization of American Historians (OAH)-

American Studies Association (ASA)

Chesapeake American Studies Assoctation (CHASA)

American Institute for Conservation (AIC)

Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH)
Council for Northeast Historical Archaeclogy (CNHEA)
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SERVICE AND ACTIVITIES

2003

Co-Planned and hosted, “A Tribute to Trailblazers: A Reception to Honor
Amencan Studies” Alumni of Color.” University of Maryland, March 18.

“-' - - \-" - i .

2003 Tolson’s Chapel Advisory Board, Sharpsburg, MD.

2001 Consultant to the Catoctin Center for Research Studies, Steering Committee
Frederic Historic Sites Consortium, Frederick, Md.

1998-2000 Advisory Board Member, Seneca Village Project, New York Historical Society,
New York

1998-1999 Advisory Board, “Human Remains; Conservation, Retrieval and Analysis”
Conference, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, Williamsburg, VA, Nov. 7-11.

REFERENCES

Ira Berlin, Distinguished Professor of History
History Department, Frances Scott Key Hall,
University of Maryland, College Park, MD 20742
iberlingiumail umd.edu (301) 4054266

Mark P. Leone, Professor of Anthropology
Department of Anthropology, Woods Hall,
University of Maryland, College Park, MD 20742
MLEONE@ANTH.UMD.EDU (301) 405-8767

Paul A. Shackel, Professor of Anthropology
Anthropology Department, Woods Hall
University of Maryland, College Park, MD 20742
PSHACKEL{@ANTH.UMD.EDU (301) 405-1422

Diana diZerega Wall, Professor of Anthropology
Department of Anthropology
The City College of New York, CUNY
138" Street and Convent Avenue
New York, NY 10031
DDIZW(@aol.com (212) 650-7361
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MARILYN H. PETTIT, Ph.D.

VITA

Vice-President for Collections, Brooklyn Historical Society

Office: 128 Pierrepont Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Tel. 718.222.4111 X293

mpettit@brooklynhistory.org

Home: 241 Van Brunt Street
Brooklyn, NY 11231

Tel. 718/852-4256 unlisted
FAX 718/852-4220 unlisted
mhpettit@worldnet.att.net

Professional experience
July, 2004 -

September, 2003 -

November, 1999 — July, 2004

November, 2000 to Fall, 2004

December, 1996 — October, 1999

August, 1993 - December, 1996
June-December, 1996

July, 1988 - August, 1993
1991 - 1993

1982 - 1988

Education

February, 1991

June, 1930
June, 1980

1980 - 82

1978

Vice-President for Collections, Brooklyn Historical Socjety,
Brooklyn, NY :

Adjunct Asst. Prof., Pratt Institute Library School (Bfooklyn and
Manhattan)

Columbia University, Director, University Archives-Columbiana Library

Columbia University GSAS Adjunct Asst. Prof., G4008/Archival
Management; G4004/Archival internship

St. John's University, New York City

University Archivist and Director of Records Management; Adjunct Asst.
Professor, Division of Library and Information Science {Graduate School of
Arts and Science)

University of Maryland, College Park
Assistant Professor, College of Library and Information Services
Coordinator, HILS Program in History and Library Science

New York University Department of History

Codirector, Program in Archival Management, Historical Editing,
and Historical Society Administration

Adjunct Assistant Professor

New York University, Bobst Library: Acting Director, University
Archives

New York University Department of History
Assistant Director, Program in Archival Management, Historical
Editing, and Historical Society Administration

New York University, Ph.D., U.S. history

New York University, M.A., U.S. histary

Certificate, Archival Management, Historical Editing, and Historical
Society Administration, New York University and State of New York

New York University, Department of History, graduate teaching
assistant

Summer Latin/Greek Institute, City University Graduate School,
New York City

B.A., University of Texas, Austin

1



Honors

1998 Arline Custer Publication Award, MARAC (Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference)
for New York Universitv and the City , published 1997 )

1987-88 Charlotte W. Newcombe Dissertation Fellow, Woodrow Wilson Foundation

1979-80 Bayrd Still Fellowship for graduate study, History Department, New York University

Languages Spanish; read Latin, French, some Italian

Publications

Books and book chapters

New York University and the City, an illustrated history, 1831-1996, Rutgers University Press, 1997
(with Thomas J. Frusciano}

"Liberty and Literacy: Libraries, Books, and Emancipation for African-American Females in New York City,.
1799- 1826," in Civil Rights, Libraries, & Black Librarianship, Mark Tucker, ed., August, 1998, University of
Illinois Press

Dissertation: “Women, Sunday Schools, and Politics: Early National New York City, 1797-1827,” 1991

Current research:
Book project, “Gotham’s Women, 1789-1830™

Articles and reviews

“Columbia University at 250,” Metropolitan Archivist 9:2 (Summer, 2004), 11-13.

“Columbia, Celebrating 250" Anniversary, Expands Physical Science Archives,” AIP History Newsletter XXXV/2
-(Fail, 2003), 5.

“Slavery, Abolition, and Columbia University,” Journal of Archival Organization I(4), 2003, 77-89.

Review of We the People; Voices and Images of the New Nation by Alfred F. Young and Terry J. Fife, with Mary
Janzen, published 1993), American Archivist 57 (Summer, 1994), 579-581.

"In re: the Master of Archival Studies,” in Professing Archives, Newsletter of the SAA Archival Educators Roundtable,
Summer 1993, 4-6.

" Archivists, History, and Employment in the '90's,” OAH Newsletter, Februnary, 1992

Seaport Magazine, 1991, review of Workers in the Metropolis: Class, Ethnicity, and Youth in Antebellum New York
City by Richard B. Stott, published 1990

Other publications

1999 and 2001 illustrated calendars, St. John's University

1998 illustrated calendar, Old Stone House at Gowanus, (Brooklyn, NY)

Guide to Electronic Resources in History, St. John’s University Libraries (with Bill Keogan) 1999

"PROCESSING AN ARCHIVAL COLLECTION: INSTRUCTIONS AND GUIDELINES FOR THE NEW YORK
UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES, 4th revision, September 1992; used at NYU, University of Maryland/College of Library
and Information Services, St. John's University, Columbia University, Pratt Institute School of Library and

Information Studies, and other institutions.

Brief illustrated features for St. John’s University Alumni Quarterly's "Fifty Years Ago,” 1998-99

Inventory to the Derrick Bell Papers, funded by New York State Decumentary Heritage Program {for NYU)

"README" files on using primary resources, in University of Maryland Diversity Database, 1994-95.

"Henry Mitchell MacCracken,"” (N.Y.U. Chancellor, 1891-1910), American National Biography, Oxford University

Press; submitted 1993.
Pilot Project Report on departmental records and records management, NYU Archives, Bobst Library, New York

University, 1992, (co-written)

Recent talks and professional papers:

For Society for Historians of the Early American Republic, July 19-21, 2001, Baltimore: “Female Evangelicals and
Institution Building in Early National New York City,” for panel on “American Evangelicals: Constructing A New Civil

Society”
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For Gotham History Conference, October 5-6, 2001, Gotham Center for New York City History, City University
Graduate Center; panel discussion with Diane Ravitch and Schools'Chancellor Harold Levy on “Cycles of Reform:
New York City’s Public School System In Historical Perspective.”/ http: //www. gothamcenter.org/
(CANCELLED)

Gotham History Coenference, October 5-6, 2001, Gotham Center for New York City History, City University Graduate
Center; panel discussion on the Old Stone House at Gowanus, Brockiyn

“Women’s Reading Cultures: Constructing Class, Race and Gender in 19" Century America,” paper for panel at
SHARP 2000/Johannes Gutenberg 600 Anniversary (Society for the History of Authorship, Reading, and Publishing),
Mainz, Germany, July 3-8, 2000

“Craft Apprentices, Farm Laborers, and Serving Girls: Apprenticing Asylum Orphans, 1806-1830,” for New York -
State History Conference, June 10-12, 2000, Hartwick College, Oneonta, NY,

“St. Vincent Comes to Brooklyn: St. John’s University, 1870-1955,” to St. John’s University Library Faculty Forum,
March, 1999

“On being a historian and an archivist,” MARAC Fall Canference, November, 1998

“Crossing Over to Brooklyn: the unity of women’s networks, 1800-1830" for "Brooklyn, U.S.A., A City Apart,"”
conference at Long Island University, Brooklyn, October 21-23, 1998

"Ticket to Ride: the Internet as Matrix for Instruction," British Society of Archivists conference, September, 1997,
London)

Chair, "The Management of Digital Collections," panel session, Society of Southwest Archivists, May 29-31, 1997,
Galveston, Texas

"Laboring Children: American Orphans, Orphan Asylums, and Apprentices, 1789-1850: Problems and Strategies,"
Washingten Women Historians Works-in-Progress Conference, April 20, 1996

Chair, conference session on the World Wide Web at MARAC (Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference),-
Wilmington, Del. ;

"Scholarly African American Reseurces On-Line," Annual Conference, National Association of African-American
Studies, February 14-18, 1995, Virginia State University, Petersburg, Virginia

"Invisible Women: Evidence from the Records of Female Associations in Nineteenth Century New York City," for
"Cherchez les Femmes: New Methods for Old Records," session at MARAC (Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives
Conference), Richmond, Virginia, October, 1994,

"The Boundaries Between Religion and the Worid:" Scotswomen and Female Benevolence in New York City, 1789-
1815," for *'Scotland and the Americas, 1600-1800," Eighteenth-Century Scottish Studies Society, John Carter Brown
Library, Brown University, June 8-11, 1994, . ;

"The Education of Women Archivists in a Histery Department,” Fifth International Interdisciplinary Congress on
Women, San José; Costa Rica, February, 1993 . :

"Who are we educating?" session comment for Society of American Archivists annual conference, 1992, Montreal,
Canada iR

{Additienal papers and comments were done prior to 1992)

Recent grants and applications

December 1, 2003: application to the New York State Documentary Heritage Program for arrangement and descrption of
records of Columbia’s Double Discovery Program, 1965-1995 (mentoring program for minority high school students) and
policy records of the Office of the Provoest of the University. (Granted July, 2004)



Septentber, 2003: application to Gilder-Lehrman Foundation for support of the Revolutionary War Heritage Trail in Northern
Manhattan and the Bronx.

July 1, 2003: application to the National Endowment for the Humanities for digitizing a portion of the photo collection,
including some salt prints from c. 1845. (asked to re-submit}

May, 2001: application to the American Institute of Physics for funding for the arrangement and description of the Records of
the Department of Physics, 1900-1985, 52.5 linear feet, and Papers of Chien-Shiung Wu, 1946-85, ten linear feet. (Grant
awarded, October, 2002)

April, 2002: received confirmation that the King’s College Room has been admitted to the list of New York State
Revolutionary War Heritage Trail sites in the area known as “upper Broadway.” The Heritage New York Program, a state
agency that reports directly to Governor Pataki, will support the creation of street-level signs directing tourists and other
visitors to these sites, which in “Upper Broadway™ include the Battle of Harlem Heights, Fort Washington, and St. Nicholas
Park. The “upper Broadway” sites have CRISP status only (Collaborative Regional Interpretive Signage Project), but will
benefit from not only signage, but from a shared brochure that links a number of the upper Manhattan sites together. Further
Heritage Trail funding for more complex projects will be available in subsequent years. December, 2003: signage and
brochure under development.

July, 2002; Funding received from New York State Documentary Heritage Program ($8900) for arrangement and description
of the records of Morningside Area Alliance, Inc., 1947-1975, the public/private eatity that developed public housing for West
Harlem; completed June, 2003.

September-October, 2001: Participated in Oral Histery Research Office’s 9/11/01 Project
Administrator as of November, 1999 of 1999-2000 NHPRC grant received by the Columbia University Archives

University of Maryland Libraries/National Agricultural Library grant to arrange and describe NAL's historical
collection; grant operative as of October, 1996; principal investipator was Marietta Plank, director of

Technical Services, UMCP Libraries. Four graduate assistantships for two to three years for students in

College of Library and Information Services

Ford Foundation seminar participant, '"Globalization, Gender, and Culture," University of Maryland, Spring, 1996
University of Maryland Diversity Grant for African-American course, Summer 1994

Other professional activities:
Spring, 2004: Co-curated 250" exhibit for Low Rotunda exhibition (with Sarah E. Weiner). Also: various committees

and offices, Society of American Archivists and regional/local professional associations, 1978 —present. Elected to Steering
Committee of Women Archivists Roundtable of SAA, September, 2001. Listed on New York State Archives list of:consultants
for DHP and Local Government Records grants.

Archival consultant to Apollo Theatre (2003-present), Malcolm X Project at Columbia University (2002 — present),
‘Weeksville in Brooklyn (2003-present), Brooklyn Historical Society {1999-2000), Camegie Hall Archives (1986-92), New
York City Technical College (Brooklyn), Archives Center for Puerto Rican Studies at Hunter College, New York City
Municipal Archives, Newark Museum, New York City Transit Authority Museum and Archives.

Grant reviewer for NEH (National Endowment for the Humanities) and NHPRC (National Historical Publications and
Records Commission)

Trustee, Old Stone House at Gowanus (Battle of Brooklyn site), Park Slope, Brooklyn; Advisory Board, New York City
Transit Museum, Brooklyn; Member, Alliance for a Revolutionary Heritage Trail in Northern Manhattan and the
Bronx.

Member, Columbia 250™ Steering Committee, Exhibits Committee, Publications Committee

Professional affiliations

Society of American Archivists (since 1982)

Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference (MARAC) (since 1978)
Organization of American Historians

Society for Historians of the Early American Republic (SHEAR)
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Columbia University Seminar on the City
Archivists Round Table of Metropolitan New York
New-York Historical Society

Breeklyn Historical Society

Courses taught at Columbia University, Pratt Institute, St. John’s University/Queens, NY, Univ. Maryland at College
Park, New York University

Archives: basic, advanced, African-American resources, readings and research in archives, archival
autornation (all colloquia or seminars); directed/supervised archival internships

History: U.S. survey, history of archives and libraries in Western world (lecture courses)
Workshops: arrangement and description, RLIN, histerical photographs

Course development: using and preserving historical photographs; records management; preservation; historical
editing; local and community history; oral history; research methodology for history majors
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Milton C. Sernett

Professor of African American Studies
Professor of History
Adjunct Professor of Religion
Syracuse University

205 Sims Hall, Dept. of African American Studies
Syracuse University, Syracuse, New York 13244-1230
Ph. [315] 443-9346/4302

Office Fax 315-443-1725

E-Mail mcsernett@msn.com

mcsernet@syr.edy

5300 Ridge Rd., Cazenovia, New York 13035
Ph, 315-655-4166
Fax 315-655-3126

Ph. D. 1972 (History) University of Delaware

M. A. 1968 (History} University of Delaware

M. Div. 1968 Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri
B. A. 1864 Concordia Sr. College, Ft. Wayne, Indiana

Syracuse University

Professor 1930

Adjunct Professor, Dept. of Religion 1980
Associate Professaor 1979

Tenured, May 1979

Assistant Professor 1975

Fuibright Sr. Scholar, Freie Universitat Beriin, Germany
John F. Kennedy-Institute fiir Nordamerikastudien
Abteflung fur Geschichte, 1994-95

Christ Seminary/SEMINEX, St. Louis, Mo. Summer 1977

Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Illinocis 1972-75

Wilmington College, Wilmington, Delaware 1971-72

Brandywine Jr. College, Brandywine, Pa. 1971-72

University of Delaware 1970-71

African American Religious Hislory
African American History to 1865
The Underground Railroad (also in Internet Online version)
Slavery & Abolition

African Religio