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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 
 
 
 
During October 2008, Chrysalis Archaeological Consultants (Chrysalis) undertook cultural 
resource monitoring of excavation leading from the Bartow-Pell Mansion to the existing main 
drive in Pelham Bay Park, Bronx, New York (Project Number: X039-108M).  The construction 
was undertaken by UA Construction (UA) at the request of the City of New York Department of 
Parks and Recreation (Parks) Chrysalis was hired to undertake the archaeological monitoring.  
Chrysalis staff on site included Alyssa Loorya, M.A., R.P.A., Principal Investigator, and Diane 
George, M.A.. 
 
Bartow-Pell Mansion is a National Historic Landmark and a New York City Landmark.  The 
Cultural Resource Request for Proposal called for archaeological monitoring of subsurface 
excavation work due to the historic nature of the property and the cultural resource sensitivity 
demonstrated by previous archaeological excavations.   
 
Parks’ Scope of Work called for monitoring during excavation for the replacement of the 
existing path.  The driveway area was approximately one hundred thirty (130) feet long by 
twelve (12) feet wide and excavated to a depth of approximately eighteen (18) inches.  
Excavation was conducted using mechanical and manual means.    
 
No significant stratigraphic levels, in situ cultural deposits or material remains were recovered 
from the excavation area.  The project area was disturbed by the construction of earlier paths. 
 
It is recommendation of this report that no further cultural resource monitoring and/or testing 
occur, or be required, within this specific project area.  Although Pelham Bay Park retains a high 
level of integrity and potential for the recovery of Native American and historic remains, the 
specific project area has been disturbed excavation for earlier paths and the likelihood of 
uncovering significant remains from this specific area is limited.   
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I. Introduction: 
 
During October 2008, Chrysalis Archaeological Consultants (Chrysalis) undertook cultural 
resource monitoring of the excavation for a path replacement leading from the Bartow-Pell 
Mansion to the existing main drive and gravel path leading to the Carriage House in Pelham Bay 
Park, Bronx, New York (Image 01).  At the request of the City of New York Department of 
Parks and Recreation (Parks), UA Construction (UA) was contracted to complete the project,  
Parks Project Number was: X039-108M, and Chrysalis was asked to undertake the 
archaeological monitoring.  Chrysalis staff on site included Alyssa Loorya, M.A., R.P.A., 
Principal Investigator, and Diane George, M.A.. 
 
The Cultural Resource Request for Proposal called for archaeological monitoring of subsurface 
excavation work due to the historic nature of the property and the cultural resource sensitivity 
demonstrated by previous archaeological excavations.  Bartow-Pell Mansion is a National 
Historic Landmark and a New York City Landmark. 
 
Parks’ Scope of Work called for monitoring of the excavation for the replacement path.  The 
excavation measured approximately one hundred thirty (130) feet in length, twelve (12) feet in 
width and to a depth of approximately eighteen (18) inches.  Excavation was conducted using 
both mechanical and manual methods.    
 
 
II.  Background History: 
 
Parks’ Scope of Work did not require a Phase IA Documentary Report for this project; therefore, 
no documentary research was undertaken.   
 
However the history and archaeology of the Pelham Bay Park area, and the immediate area 
adjacent to the Bartow-Pell Mansion has been documented in several reports (Boesch 1996; 
Brooklyn College Archaeological Research Center 1993; Bolton 1922; Historical Perspectives 
1985; Parker 1922; Schuldenrein 2007).  Several online sites also discuss the history of the area 
including the Bartow-Pell Mansion’s official web site: http://bartowpellmansionmuseum.org. 
 
The request from Parks to undertake archaeological monitoring of the project was directed by 
previous experiences within the Park.  The area was a known Native American occupation area 
with many late nineteenth/early twentieth century advocational archaeologists describing various 
finds within the area.  They surveyed and excavated several sites with the area.  The most recent 
archaeological project was a monitoring project during the replacement of a septic tank in 2007 
(Schuldenrein 2007). 
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Image 01: Project Area (courtesy USGS 1999) 
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III. 2004 Archaeological Monitoring Report: 
 
The goal of this capital project was the installation of a curved drive that extends from the 
Bartow-Pell Mansion to the existing main drive and gravel roadway that extends to the Carriage 
House (Image 02).  This would replace the existing wood chip covered area (Image 03).    
 
Overall excavation did not extend past eighteen (18) inches except at the foot of the path, at its 
junction with the main drive.  In this area, a fifteen (15) foot long, three (3) foot wide area was 
excavated to a depth of two (2) feet for drainage (Image 04). 
 
The stratigraphic record of the excavation area consisted of a top soil beneath a two to three (2-3) 
inches layer of wood chips.  This extended to a total depth of approximately five (5) inches 
followed by an orange-tan sandy clay with some pebbles mixed throughout (Image 05 and 06).    
Beneath this was an earlier asphalt path.  Underneath that, the foundation for the asphalt path, 
clean, yellowish sand, was uncovered.  Metal edging, associated with the earlier path, was 
removed.  Further images of the excavation project can be viewed in Appendix C. 
 
At the start of the path, closets to the Mansion, an approximately four (4) foot section of iron 
pipe was uncovered within twelve (12) inches of the surface.  Running in a diagonal orientation 
from the Mansion toward the main drive, it appears to have been an abandoned water line. 
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Image 02: Site Map 
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Image 03: Previous wood-chip path that was removed for new path 

 

 
Image 04: Excavated path – looking towards the Mansion 
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Several atifacts were uncovered throughout the excvation area.  However, all were from 
mixed/disturbed contexts and could not provide significant information on previous uses. 
 
Among these wrer five coins (three Greek, one Yugoslavian and one French) dating between 
1972 and 1986.  These were likely dropped by previous contractors or visitors to the area.  Brick 
fragments, three pieces of coal and asphalt were also in the area of the previous path.  Some 
ceramics, including twentieth century redware and porcelain, along with one shard of a brown 
glazed redware and one shard of whiteware were also recovered. 
 

 
Image 05: Excavation of top soil – looking towards Carriage House 
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Fragmented remains of previous construction materials including burlap, metal edging, sand, 
likely used as an underlayment for the previous path, and wood edging were recovered as well. 
 
 

 
Image 06: Completed pathway excavation 
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IV. Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
No significant stratigraphic levels or in situ cultural resource materials or other deposits were 
recovered from the excavation area.  The project area was previously disturbed by the 
construction of the previous path(s) and excavation did not occur to a significant depth that could 
recover potential earlier resources.   
 
Pelham Bay Park retains a high level of integrity and potential for the recovery of Native 
American and historic remains.  The specific project area has been disturbed by multiple 
pathway constructions and the likelihood of uncover significant remains within this disturbed 
areas is unlikely.     
 
However, there is no evidence for, or against, disturbance of the area below two (2) feet.  
Therefore, it is recommendation of this report that no further cultural resource monitoring and/or 
testing occur, or be required, within this specific project area within two (2) feet of the installed 
surface.   
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Appendix A: 
 

Archaeological Scope of Work 
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Appendix B: 
 

Other Site Maps (provided by Parks) 
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Image 07: Project Site Work (from Parks) 
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Image 08: Project Site Work (from Parks) 
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Appendix C: 
 

Site Images 
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Image 09: Excavation for new path 

 

 
Image 10: Excavation for new path 
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Image 11: Excavation for new path 

 

 
Image 12: Excavation for new path 
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Image 13: Excavation for new path 
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Image 14: Excavation for new path 
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Image 15: Excavation for new path 

 
Image 16: French coin 
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Image 17: Greek coin 

 

 
Image 18: Yugoslavian coin 
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