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QUALITY HOUSING

PURPOSE AND METHODOLOGY ARCHAEULOGICAL RESOQURCES

The purpose of this survey is to identify (list and map)
all designated and eligible for designation archaeological re-
sources in the thirty-four neighborhood study areas included in
the EIS for the Proposed Quality Housing Program Zoning Text A-
mendments. The maps and explanatory lists were compiled from
national, state and city departments. The identification of
potential archaeological sites and sensitive zones on the maps
and lists was not undertaken unless said resource was already
officially inventoried.

This report is organized by borough and each neighborhood
within each borough, organized numerically, is accompanied by
a map showing the inventoried archaeological resources. The
key on each map indicates the type of site or zone and in which
file it was located; explanatory material for listed sites and
zones is on a separate sheet following the map. The files re-
searched were: 1) The National Register of Historic Places;
2) contract reports, survey inventories and Department of Trans-
portation project reports in the New York State Historic Preserva-
tion Office; 3) New York State Museum records in the NYS Depart-
ment of Education; 4) New York City Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission {LPC) contract reports, sponsored studies and survey
inventories as well as source material used by LPC to flag areas
or parcels for archaeological consideration. An historical over-
view is provided for each neighborhood.

“B1sTORICAL IP} PERSPECTIVES



NEIGHBORHOOD MAP LEGEND

Information obtained from the State Historic Preservation Office
{including survey and contract reports, inventories, -and
DOT Projects)

¥« archaeological site, specific locale recorded
-~4-- archaeclogical site, general area reécorded
Information obtained from the New York State Education Department,
New York State Museum, DiviSLOn of Historical and Anthropological
Services
A archaeoclogical site, specific locale recorded
-Qr-a:chaeological site, general area recorded
Information obtained from the New York City Landmarks Preservation
Commission (reference materials as determined by the NYCLPC)

O, archaeoleogically sensitive area
reference volumes, alphabetized by author

0, archaeologically sensitive area
contract reports, alphabetized by author

t cemetery

A NYCLPC project that identified nineteenth century neigh-
borhoods and land use changes over time, in all 5 boroughs
of New York City, was studied. When specifically applicable
to archaeological sensitivity, the neighborhood project in-
formation will be included on the explanatory page and/or on
the map page with dates and legend on the explanatory page.
These studies were done in time periods and the map conven-
tion depicts:

~=- early nineteenth century
== mid nineteenth century

=== late nineteenth century.

New York City Designated Landmarks

a ©Only designated landmarks which could host significant
archaeological resources are mapped.

National Begister of Historic Places

@y Listed on the National Register

Mew York City Historice Districts
City Historic Districts.
National Register Historic Districts
: National Historic Districts

NOTE: If the same site has been identified by more than one Agency/

source, that repetition will only be noted in the explanatory

text.

Unless otherwise noted, all maps are on a north - south
orientation. Scales vary according to the base maps provided.

Certain maps are based on boundaries as deﬁicted in the first

issuance and were not adjusted after the final issuance of maps.
The slight boundary changes did not, in any way, alter the re-
sults of the archaeological overview.
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BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOODS 1-9 INTRODUCTION

The following is a report of the documentary research
undertaken to assess the archaeological potential of nine
neighborhoods located in the Borough of Brooklyn, Kings
County, New York. There will be an overview of both the
prehistoric and historic eras of Brooklyn with an emphasis
on the project area. 1In addition to a discussion of the .
municipal history of the borough, background material for .
the date and type of settlers, the development of the road
and transportation systems, and the type of economic
activity in the general area will be provided. The last
section of the report will discuss, in very general terms,
the types of archaeological sites that may be potentially
identifiable within each Neighborhood.

A distinction between the two groups of neighberhoods
became obvious when their landuse and settlement patterns
were examined; and therefore, it was decided to treat them
different. Neighborhooeds 1, 2, and 3 are part of what was
early Brooklyn which contained the original village, the
first transportation arteries, and the municipal complex.
Also, the area north of Prospect Park experienced intense
urban development long before the sections to the south

which remained sparsely settled until the early twentieth
century.

To obtain an understanding of the archaeological
potential of Neighborhoods 4 through 9 pPrimary records were
consulted. The primary records examined were limited to
cartographic representations (i.e. city and county atlases
and maps). The graphic sources provide extremely detailed
information about the date, ¥ype, location, and extent of
development in each Neighborhood. These sources also
identify some of the early landowners of the project area.

All of th maps examined for this portion of the
project date between 1850 and 1920, during which time the
area changed from a rural, agricultural hinterland to a
mixed commercial/residential suburb of Manhattan.



BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHCOLS 1-9 PREHISTORIC OVERVIEW

Over the past thirty vyears New York archaeologists have
analyzed Indian artifact collections, studied ethnographic re-
ports, and have also excavated and interpreted newly discavered
sites to arive at a consensus of when the first people arrived in
the New York City area and how, through time, they patterned
their 1lifeways. (e.g., Ritchie, 1973 and 1980; saxon, 1973;
C. Smith, 1950; Ceci, 1980) Even though we know that Paleg-
Indians, migratory hunters of big game, were the first inhabi-
tants of southern New York approximately 10,000 - 12,000 vears
ago, evidence of these first inhabitants is cften very difficult
to locate archaeologically because the sea level rise since that
time period has inundated the earlier coastal regions. (Saxon,
1973: p. 202) However; through comparative analysis, we know
that Paleo-Indians preferred specific geographic locations:

(1) lowland sites near coniferous swamps and large rivers; and

(2) upland bluff and ridge-top sites where deciducus trees
dominated. (Rutsch, 1983: p. 33)

"The Early Archaic Stage (c. 9,000 Years ago) followed the
Paleo-Indian Stage in the Long Island area and is represented by
numerous small, nearly always multi-component sites, variously
situated on tidal inlets, coves, and bays. By the late Archaic
Stage (8,000 - 6,000 vyears ago), the exploitation of shellfish
resources was in full force; the coastal shell middens still
found today are a testament to this activity. Within the New )
York City area, there is evidence of a transitional culture be-
tween the Archaic and Woodland Stages. Substantial-sized sites
of the Snook Kill Phase of this transitional stage have been
located by archaeoclogists on high sandy river terraces. Although
numerous small camps did exist during this period, relatively

little use was made of inland sites." . (Kearns and Kirkorian,
1985: p. 8)

By the time of the Wocdland Stage (c. 3,000 years ago), the
sea level and topography of Neighborhoods 1 - 9 was essentially
the same as that viewed by the first European arrivals (c.1600).
This Stage 1is associated with the introduction of hand formed
clay vessels and maize cultivation and with sites situated on
knolls or well-drained terraces in close proximity to a water re-
source. Middlesex Phase sites of the Early Woodland Stage have
been most often discovered during sand and gravel mining opera-

. tions that were located near a lake or river. (Ritchie, 1980:

p. 201) Late Woodland sites are wusually found on the "second
rise of ground above streams or coves" and on "well-drained
sites." (ibid., PpP. 264-285)

According to maps made prior to 1640 Indians were occupying,
at the 1least, four 1long houses in the Kings County area. These
houses, reportedly occupied during the colder seasons, were lo-
cated on maps in the following vicinities: (L)Flatlands; (2)the
Present location of Borough Hall; (3)Indian Pond at Bay Parkway



and King's Highway; and, (4)Fort Hamilton. (Indian Trails of
Kings County, compiled by F. B. Cropsey, p. 9) Daniel Denton's
1660 revort of the Indian life on Long 1Island stated that the
native population was greatly reduced "and it hath been generally
obsérved, that where the English come to settle, a Divine Hand
makes way for them, by removing or cutting off the Indians either
by Wars one with the other, or by some raging mortal Disease." .
(Denton, 1902: p. 45) By Denton's time the Indian occupation had
decreased from six towns to two small villages and the west end
of Long Island hosted four or five Dutch towns and twelve English
towns in addition to wvillages and farm houses. (ibid., p. 40)
These Dutch and English settlements were situated in part on
property obtained by the West India Company (5/10/1640) from the
great chief Penhawitz, the head of the Canarsee tribe. {Stiles,
1867-9: p. 29) The Canarsee Indians were a strong western Long
Island tribe of the Metoac or Matouwas Confederacy. (Solecki,

- 1982: p. 97) The principal site and headquarters of the Indian

population was Canarsie, a name which still appears on the city
map in Flatbush. The village and planting fields extended inland
from the present Canarsie Beach Park as far a Avenue J where it
centered on East 92nd Street. (Lopez and Wisniewski, 1978:p. 208)
By the time of European arrival in New York harbor, the Native
Americans of the Brooklyn Neighborhoods 1-9 area were part of the

Delaware culture and speaking a Munsee dialect of the Eastern
Algonquian language.

Reginald Bolton, a New Yorker with keen interest in the
Native American past, published a series of books and articles in
the first part of this century verifying the locations of earlier
reports of Indian sites. Grumet's 1981 publication has extended,
corroborated, and, in some instances, corrected Bolton's place-
ment of habitation sites, planting fields, and trails. (See the
following Bolton, Grumet, and Kelly maps.)

According to Bolton's findings and interpretations, at the
time of European arrival the Native Americans of western Long
Island had large tracts of upland fields in corn cultivation but
their living and camping activities were concentrated along the

shore and watercourses. He stated that the "interior area was
destitute of occupied stations, owing to the absence of water-
courses." {Bolton, 1922: p. 130). However, he felt strongly

that the original. Indian paths that traversed the borocugh of
Brooklyn became the early colonial roadways and were still
traceable as nineteenth century highways. Currently there is a
concern among New York archaeologists that Bolton's assessment of
the paucity of inland sites, which is seemingly upheld by the
early twentieth century field reports, is only a. reflection of
the visibility and scale of the coastal shell midden sites and

that significant, smaller and/or specialized inland sites have
been overlooked. - '
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BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOODS 1-9 HISTORIC OVERVIEW

The following narrative of the history of Brooklyn does

not pretend to be exhaustive or original. This material has
been included to provide a rough outline of the major forces
governing the development of the borough and the project
areas. The historical narrative will end in the early
decades of the twentieth century by which time the basic
pattern of the present cultural landscape was set. This
information is drawn mainly from David Ment's excellent
short work, The shaping of a cit : a brief history of
Brooklyn (c¢.1979). Additional material is drawn from J. T.
Bailey's early nineteenth century description of what became
the borough of Brooklyn, An historical sketch of the city of
Brooklyn, and the surrounding nei hborhood, including the
village of Williamsburqh and the towns of Bushwick, Flat-
bush, Flatlands, New Utrecht and Gravesend (1840). Also
consulted was Henry Reed Stiles', A history of the city of
Brooklyn, including the old town and village of Brooklyn,
the town of Bushwick, and the village and city of Williams-
burgh (1867-70). The information in this important source

provides a level of detail which is beyond the scope of this
pProject. .

A. Contact and Colonial Period

Prior to the expansion of European culture and settle-
ments into the New York Bay area the western part of Long
Island was occupied by the Canarsee Indians. The Canarsee
were members of the Algonkian linguistic group that in-
habited the Atlantic coastal area from Canada to North
Carolina. Major settlement areas include the Canarsie,
Flatlands, Sheephead Bay, Gowanus, and the downtown sections

of Brooklyn. Both present day Rings Highway and Flatbush
Avenue began as Indian paths (Ment c.1979:6-9), -

The earliest substantive European settlement was the
establishment in 1625 of New Amsterdam by the Dutch West
India Company on the southern tip of Manhattan. New Amster-
dam scon became the center of the company's commercial
network in North America. With the ascendancy of New
Amsterdam a pattern of economic and social relationships
between Manhattan and the other boroughs (and also the

adjacent areas of New Jersey) was cast that remains intact
to this day.



Land grants to individuals were made throughout the
1630's and early 1640's. By the mid-1640's the company had
acquired title from the aboriginals to most of what is
presently known as the borough of Brooklyn (identical in
area to Kings County). In the late 1640's much of the
shoreline and inland area were owned by Dutch farmers; with
major clusters occurring at the intersections of major roads
"around Wallabout Bay, Gowanus Bay, the ferry landing
(present day Brooklyn Bridge), and in several more southerly
areas, which became known as Midwout (Flatbush), New
Amersfoort (Flatlands), and Gravesend" (Ment c.1979:12-15).

The ethnic and religious diversity of New Amsterdam,
one aspect of which was the Dutch reliance on African slave
labor, was matched in the early Brooklyn settlements. As
early as 1642 English emigrants from Massachusetts Bay
Colony received a land grant and established the settlement

of Gravesend. A town charter was obtained in the late
1640's.

The Dutch settlement of Brooklyn (also spelled Brucklyn
and Breuckland), following the lead of Gravesend, was
charted in 1646. Charters and recognition of local
magistrates were granted by the directors of the Dutch West
Indian Company to New Amersfoort as early as 1647, Midwout

in 1652, New Utrecht in 1657, and Bushwick in 1661 (Ment
c.1979:15).

Throughout the remainder of the colonial period (and
for some time after the War of Independence) the rural towns
of Brooklyn remained small, essentially Dutch, farming com-
munities. While there obviously were changes in local
governmental institutions, there was no wholesale change in
Property ownership or religidus persecution following either
the conquest of New Amsterdam in 1664 or the War of
Revolution (1776-83). The flow of grain and vegetable
produce from the farms remained steady to the markets in
Breucklan and Manhattan. "Population grew slowly in the

seventeenth century and remained below 3000 through most of
the eighteenth century" (Ment ¢.1979:18). '

B. The 19th Century to the End of the Civil War

The expansion of the City of New York was the major
reason for the growth of Brooklyn throughout this entire
period. By the end of the 1830s New York was the most



of Brooklyn, and to a larger extent, the

populous city and the most important seaport of the nation.
As Brooklyn became a residential suburb of Manhattan,
economic and population growth occurred primarily in the
town of Brooklyn, then centered around the East River ferry
landing. In 1816 a portion of the town of Brooklyn was
incorporated as the Village of Brooklyn and in 1834 to the
creation of the City of Brooklyn (Ment c¢.1979:28).

The character of the rural towns, including‘Flatbush,
Flatlands, New Utrecht, and much of Brooklyn and Bushwick
was in sharp opposition, but necessary, to the developments

growth of New York.
These prosperous agricultural communities, with a strong
Dutch heritage, continued to produce food, and farm products
for secondary processing and distribution, for the Brooklyn
and New York markets. Up until 1827, when slaves were

emancipated in the county, there was a widespread use of
slave labor in agriculture.

The middle third of the century was a period of tran-
sition for Brooklyn, and was reflective of major changes
occurring in the nation as a whole and in New York City. -
The national economy was transformed by industrialization
and a variety of internal improvements, including canals,
railroads, and river steamers that reinforced connections
between agricultural regions and manufacturing and port cen-
ters, especially New York City. Brooklyn remained eco-
nomically joined to New York City and shipping and manu-
facturing companies located along the waterfront. The
waterfront was an ideal location for receiving raw
materials, fuel, and shipping manufactured goods.

During the period between 1830 and 1860 the population
of Brooklyn grew to 267,000 due to natural increase,
immigration, and annexation. In 1855 the cities of
Williamsburgh, Greenport, and the rest of Bushwick were

added to Brooklyn, which by 1860 was the third most populous
city in the country (Ment ¢.1979:38).

The growth of the City of Brooklyn into rural areas
required the extension of transportation systems, the
construction of new residential neighborhoods, and the
installation of municipal services. Improvements in
transportation included the horse-drawn railroad and
expanded ferry service over the East River. This period
also witnessed the construction of a massive water system
(based on reservoirs in Ridgewood). Finally, perhaps in



response to the rapid development of areas and as a retreat
from the increasingly crowded city, there was a movement to
preserve and landscape open spaces, resulting in the
establishment of Green-wood Cemetery in 1838 and Prospect
Park, started in 1860 (Ment c.1979:49)

The rural towns of Kings County remained basically
small, farming communities throughout this period. The
total population of the area in 1865 was less than 15,000
(Ment c.1979:38). Prior to 1840 Coney Island and Bath House
(also known as Bath, located to the west of Coney Island in
New Utrecht) was the nearest area to New York for sea
bathing. This development represents the start of the
recreational and resort industry in the area. Another

economic activity of the area was shad fishing {Bailey
1840:41-51).

C. The Late Nineteenth Century

The continued growth of New York City in the late
nineteenth century, eventually leading to the consolidation
of Brooklyn and Manhattan (and Queens, Bronx and Richmond)
into Greater New York, guaranteed development in Brooklyn.
"The interdependence of the two cites was most visibly
symbolized by the completicn of the Brooklyn Bridge in 1883"
(Ment c¢.1979:55). But the economic relationship between the
cties was controlled by Manhattan and by a vast shoreline
undergoing constant improvement. In addition to a tremendous
growth in shipping and manufacturing between 1868 and 1898,
the Brooklyn waterfront controlled a greater tonnage than
Manhattan. Manhattan controlled the manufacture and
shipping of higher valued commodities. Many Manhattan
manufacturing companies maintained their executive and sales
offices in Manhattan while rélocating their facilities,

especially those that need plenty of space, to Brooklyn
{Ment c.1979:56).

Population in Brooklyn continued to soar as a result
of the economic growth centered on the waterfront. Also, by
the late nineteenth century, changes in the means of
transporting the even increasing number of people resulted
in the extension of first, the horsecar and then steam
railroad, throughout the county. These forms of
transportation, which generally followed the routes of older

roads, stimulated the development of the shore resort
industry.



In the outlying towns, outside the City of Brooklyn,
the main economic- activity, even at this late date,
continued to agriculture. Along the south coast the resort
industry expanded adjacent to Coney Island, the premier
resort spot for the upper and middle class of New.York.

In 1874, as a prelude to the expansion of the City of
Brooklyn a Town Survey Commission was created by the New
York State Legislature to survey and map the towns of
Flatbush, Flatlands, New Utrecht, and Gravesend. The
commission superimposed a city street grid throughout the
remaining undeveloped portion of the county, which either

incorporated or resulted in the vacating of portions of the
historic road network.

The present street grid, based on the commission's
blueprint was not realized until well after the opening of
the Brooklyn Bridge and the construction of regular rapid
transit throughout the area. With increased urbanization of
the rural areas the towns of Flatbush, Gravesend, New

Utrecht, and Flatbush were annexed by Brooklyn in 1894 and
1896 (Ment c.1979:62).

D. The Twentieth Century

As a borough of New York City, Brooklyn in the
twentieth experienced peaks in populations, industrial
growth, and in terms of total employment. Between 1900 and
1940 the population doubled to 2.6 million, which would have
been the third largest city in the country. fMent ‘c.1979:68-72) .



BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOOD 1

BOERUM HILL/COBBLE HILL/LOWER PARK SLOPE/
FOURTH AVENUE/ATLANTIC AVENUE

Situated in one of the oldest areas in Brooklyn, this neighbor-
hood lies only three blocks from the old Brooklyn City Hall and
was intersected by pre-Revolutionary streets like Red Hook Lane,
today's Court Street. There was a high hill (called Cobleshill
and shown on the Ratzer 1766~67 map) at the intersection of
Court with Atlantic and Pacific Avenues that was a fortification

during the Revolutionary War's Battle of Brooklyn for the Conti-
nental forces.

The area was well settled early in the 19th century and lay with-
in the boundaries of the first Village of Brooklyn (1834).
Atlantic Avenue was the main commercial thoroughfare and contained
the main line of the Long Island Railroad from 1836 to 1861

when the railroad was cut back to Flatbush Avenue., 1In later

years trolley lines grid-ironed the tract with tracks on Atlantic

Avenue, Court Street, Boerum Street, Bergen Street, Smith Street,
Hoyt Street, and Third Avenue.

There are blocks of row houses and a number of old churches, some
run down. Many of the properties have been converted to factories/
commercial establishments; at the turn of the century there were

already a number of bottling works and express companies among
the private homes. '

There are parts of two historic districts within Neighborhood 1.
From Atlantic to Baltic and from Clinton to Court are blocks

in the Cobble Hill historic district (New York City designation).
"The district developed as result of the establishment in 1836

of ferry service from Atlantic Avenue to South Ferry in Manhattan,
and was well advanced by the time of the Civil War. With the
treeshaded District are rows of architecturally interesting
dwellings...representing succesgive phases of stylistic develop-

ment" from the 1830s to the early 20th century. (Landmarks Pre-
servation Commission,1979,p.61)

The entire Boerum Hill Historic district lies within the bounds
of Neighborhood 1. It was quite fashionable in the mid-19th
century and still retains many fine examples of row and single
houses. It "was named after an o0ld Brooklyn family which for
generations played a prominent role in the area." ({LPC,1979,p.58)



QUALITY HOUSING ). \
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE OVERVIEW

Brooklyn
Neighborhood 1




BROOKLYN NEIGHBEORHQOOD 1

PERNIFYY W

3606

.OB

Mew York State Museum Inventoried 3ite:

camp site (reference: A. C. Parker, 1920, Kings County #2)
Parker's information came from Furman's description of a
*barren sand hill 70 feet high and covered with stones,"”
which is given in full in Lopez and Wisnlewski's "The
Ryder's Pond Site, Kings County, New York" in The Coastal
Archaeology Reader, Vel. II in the Readings in Long Island
Archaesclogy and Ethpnohistory. DNew York: SCAA,

This prehistoric site is in the boundaries of Neighborhood 3.

NYC LPC Neighborhood Maps, 1852

1-15 agricultural-land and undeveloped land

15 undeveloped land
residential community

3-6 residential and industrial combination. This is the
category that the majority of the northern section of the
Neighborhood falls into. The southern section of the
Neighborhood that fronts on Fourth Ave. is technically
outside the boundaries of the Brooklyn Village of 1852.
This southern area was a combination of residential and
other uses and undeveloped parcels like its northern half.

New York City Historic District:
Boerum Hill Historic Distriect (c.1848-1880)

Reginald Bolton has four major Indian trails converging

at the Atlantic and Flatbush Avenues intersection. For a
complete description of this prehistoric potential see

Kearns and Kirkorian, "Phase IA Archaeological Impact Report
for the Atlantic Terminal Urban Renewal Area Project, Brooklyn,
New York," Mss. on file with the NYCLPC.

Grumet's .research indicates a high concentration of prehistoric
activity that appears to be in the area due west/south of the
Neighborhood where the original watercourse flowed. Grumet
places planting fields, habitation sites, and trails in this
area, which may, in part, coincide with the Neighborhood
parcel.

cemetery
Veghte Family Plot, Fifth Ave. and 3rd St. - 9 stones
1780-1840



BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOOD 2
PARK SLOPE (SOUTH)/WINDSOR TERRACE

Neighborhood 2 is in the area of Brooklyn called Park
Slope, which, like the rest of Kings County was inhabited by
Carnarsee Indians. Dutch settlers arrived in 1636 and their
village was granted a patent by the governor in 1646. From
then until the first half of the nineteenth century, the Park
Slope section was farm land. The rapid growth of Brooklyn in
the 1820s, its incorporation as a city in 1834, and a street
plan in 1839 encouraged real estate speculation in the area.
However, it was not until construction of Prospect Park began
in 1866 that development really burgeoned.

"Even before the park was developed, an aristocratic tone
had been set for the new neighborhood by the lovely country
house of Edwin Clark Litchfield...The tract he assembled included
the high ground that now comprises the central portion of Park
Slope from First to Ninth Streets, as well as a broad area of
meadows and marshes lower down near the Gowanus Canal [the
study area]." (Ment, 1979,p.67) Litchfield's villa still stands
and is in Prospect Park. Much of the building which followed
was speculative, but on an elegant scale. Most blocks were
developed with row houses, though mansions and single family

homes were built, especially circling the park and in the northern -
sector.

At the turn of the century, Park Slope was almost entirely
residential with most of its inhabitants commuting elsewhere
to work. "It was ethnically and economically homogeneous,
although incomes were certainly higher at the top of the Slope
near the Park than at the bottom [where Neighborhood 2 is lo-
cated]."” (ibid.,p.77) From about the time of World War I, the
neighborhood began to decline, first with the proliferation of
lodgers and then with the alteration of the now ageing buildings.
On some blocks a creeping urban decay set in, but some of that
process has been reversed by a renewed interest in the housing
stock. A WPA writer characterized the study area in the 1930s
this way: "Prospect Park West is an equally fine neighborhood,
which west of Sixth Avenue changes into an area of seedy houses,
industrial plants, and warehouses." (WPA,1939,p.478)
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BROOKLYN NEIGH3ORHOOD 2

—— [YC LPC Neighborhood Maps, 1390s
1 - agricultural land
3 - residential community: Park Slope
15-3- undeveloped land and scattered residences

Mew York City Historic District ' .
é@% Park Slope Historic District, southern extension of District
extends into Neighborhood 2, as shown on map.



BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOOD 3
; ATTANTIC TERMINAL/PROSPECT HEIGHTS/EASTERN PARKWAY/
WASHINGTON AVENUE _

Tho proiact area lies approximately 13 to 2 miles inland
and in a scutheasterly direction from the ferry landing (today's
Fulton Ferry at tha foot of the Brooklyn Bridge) about half way
between the East River shore and the settlement of Bedford near
the Flatbush line (the arm of the study area extends east along
the southern boundary of Bedford.). The land was cutside the
1646 chartered village, but included in the 1657 "Town" bounda-
ries. The acreage of the parcel fans out from intersections
of the most historic roads in the borough. Here the road from
the ferry split, one branch continuing on to Jamaica {Queens)
while the other went to Flatbush to the southeast. A third
turned southwest toward Gowanus. These meandering roads -
straightened, regulated, or re-routed in the second quarter of
the 19th century - generally followed routes of old Indian paths
which the white settlers improved and widened. The main road
from inland to the shore had originally been a principal Indian
trail which was subsequently widened into a wagon road, known
as the Ferry Road. It was laid out in 1704 as a king's highway
into Jamaica and Flatbush.

Most of the Neighborhood 3 parcel was included in the
second group of land patents (the first was the ferry settle-
ment) granted by the Dutch West India Company in the 17th cen-
tury. It served primarily as farm land from then through the
post-Revolutionary period with more dense settlements dotted
along the main roads.

The enormous growth of New York City in the early 19th
century clearly affected all of its neighbors. The village form
of government became inadequate and in 1834 Brooklyn obtained
a city charter from the state legislature and the transition
to an urban center began. However, despite the grandiose visions
of city planners, the study area was still in an inchoate stage
of urbanization until the mid~19th century. Even the introduc-
tion of the railroad in 1836 made little difference at first,
but it and other indicators predicted what the future held.

Many landowners began selling off their homesteads which were
laid off in building lots. Many blocks of brownstones were
typically erected along with churches and schools and other
manifestations of suburban living.

In the 20th Century, small industrial establishments and
warehouses were added to the study area.

The study area was and is criss-crossed with generations
of railroad, horsecar, trolley and subway lines.
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BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOOD 3

OB Rezinald Bolton's research resulted in the placement of
intersecting Indian trails that corresponds to the present-
day intersection of Atlantic Avenue and Faltbush Avenue.
(Grumet, 1981: p. 70C) :

—«=NYC LPC Neighborhood Maps, 1852
15 undeveloped land
315 residential and undeveloped land
6 industrial activity

~..—NYC LPC Neighborhood Maps, c. 1898
Park Slope residential community
now the Park Slope Historic District
> Bedford residential community
—A- New York State Museum Inventoried Site:
3606camp site (reference: A, C. Parker, 1920, Xings County #2)
Parker's information came from Furman's description of a
"barren sand hill 70 feet high and covered with stones,"
which is given in full in Lopez and Wisniewski's "The
Ryder's Pond Site, Kings County, New York" in The_ Coastal
Archaeology Reader, Vol. II in the Readings in Long Island Ethno-
History and Archaeology. New York: SCAA, .




BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOODS -9

This section will consist of a verbal description of
the neighborhoods, followed by an annotated listing of the
potential archaeoclogical sites, all of which are represented
on cartographic sources as either being on the border or

. within a particular area. The following categories or types

of sites are noted for each study area:

A. Infrastructural Sites
l. Transportation improvements (roads, railroads)
2. Municipal systems (water, sewers, etc.)

~ 3. Landfill '

B. Farmsteads and residential sites

C. Commercial and industrial sites

D. Recreational sites



BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOOD 4
BORO PARK/SUNSET PARK

Neighborhood 4 is located in the Borough Park section
of Brooklyn adjacent to the south and west of Greenwood
Cemetery. The area can be conveniently divided into two
rectangular sub-areas that flank 9th Avenue to the northwest
and southeast. The northwest portion of the neighborhood
measures eight blocks wide by four blocks long and is
bounded by 5th Avenue on the northwest, 39th Street on the
northeast, and by 47th Street on the southwest. Sunset
Park, the most prominent landscape feature of the sub-area,
spans six city blocks between 41st and 44th streets and 5th
and 7th avenues. The southeastern portion of the
neighborhood measures nine blocks wide by six blocks long
and is bounded by 15th Avenue on the southeast and by 42nd

and 51st streets on the northeast and southwest,
respectively.

In general, the present street grid of the entire area
is laid out with avenues extending in a northwest to
southeast direction. Streets intersecting the avenues at
right angles. The southeast portion of the neighborhood
contains two roads that cut across the grid and fragment the
city blocKks: Fort Hamilton Parkway, which extends in more of
an easterly direction than the avenues, and New Utrecht
Avenue, which runs north/south through the neighborhood.

A. Infrastructural Sites

1. Transportation improvements {roads, railroads)
2. Municipal systems (water, sewers, etc.)
3. Landfill

The major historic roads are present Fort Hamilton
Parkway and New Utrecht Avenue, both date prior to
1852. The "Brooklyn and Bath Plank Road" runs along
the route of New Utrecht Avenue. An abandoned segment
of the "Brooklyn and Bath Plank Road," is within the
study area (see Dripps 1852). ;

A "Toll House", probably associated with the plank road
is shown near study area (Walling 1859)

An unidentified railroad replaced the plank road
(Dripps 1868). .



No new roads or rail lines on Beers, 1886.

Presently, a subway runs along the same route of the
road and appears to have destroved most, if not all,
remains of earlier roads or railroads.

B. Farmsteads and residential sites

Area devoted to agriculture, no structures shown on
Dripps (1852) and Walling (1859).

A single structure in study area oriented to New
Utrecht Avenue (Dripps 1868).

An unidentified structure, Possibly the same structure
shown on earlier map (Beers 1886).

C. Commercial and industrial sites

No sites depicted on Dripps (1852), Walling (1859),
-Dripps (1868). -

"M. Websters's Son Open Air Carpet Cleaning W'ks"
located near 49th Street and Fort Hamilton Avenue
(Beers 1886).

L

D. Recreational sites

‘No sites depicted on Dripps (1852), walling (1859),
Dripps (1868), and Beers (1886).
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SROOKLYN NEIGHBORHCOD 4

Reginald Bolton's research indicates a prehistoric habitation
site in an area between the boundaries of Neighbirhood 4 and
Greenwood Cemetery (approximatly ).

Q; Bolton's Indian tail crosses through the mid-section of the
Neighborhood.

—— NYC LPC Neighborhood Maps, 1850s

9 - cemetery

8 - park

153 the vast majority of the Neighborhood listed as undeveloped
land with scattered residenres. The thin corridor between
the Neighborhood and the Greenwood Cemetery vroperty was
the first parcel in the area to be altered for commercial
use.



BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOOQOD 5
CCEAN PARKWAY/DITMAS PARK

Neighborhood 5 is an irregqular shaped zone located in
the Flatbush section of Brooklyn. The project area measures
approximately one block wide and three blocks long from 8th
to 11th Avenue (adjacent to the southwest of Prospect Park)
and runs in a northwest/southeast direction. Proceeding
southward from Terrace Place to Church Avenue the
neighborhood is approximately four blocks wide by eight
blocks long. South of Church Avenue the neighborhood
extends almost due south along Ocean Parkway for a distance
of approximately twenty-one blocks, ending at Avenue I.

With the exception of Cortelyou Road and Avenue H, where the
neighborhood widens to the east, this portion of Area 5§
consists of the blocks bordering both sides of Ocean
Parkway. Another segment of Area 5 extends east along Coney
Island Avenue from Church Avenue to Foster Avenue {approx-
imately six blocks long and two blocks wide). Flanking
Cortelyou Road and Newkirk Avenue, respectively, the

neighborhood is one and one half blocks wide and nine blocks
long. ; }

The present street grid of Neighborhood 5 is oriented
with avenues running in an east/west direction and streets
intersecting the avenues at right angles. Within the
neighborhood are numerous roads that run counter to the
general orientation of the grid, in usually a
northeast/southwest direction, such as Cortelyou Road and

Newkirk Avenue east of Coney Island Avenue, and Church
Avenue.

A.'Infrastructural Sites

1. Transportation improvements (roads, railroads)
2. Municipal systems (water, sewers, etc.)
3. Landfill

The historic roads are present-day Coney Island Avenue,
identified as the "Coney Island Plank Road"”, Church.
Avenue, Cortelyou Road, and Foster Avenue. The area
between 18th Avenue and Foster Avenue is identified as

"Greenfield" a mid-nineteenth century development
(Dripps 1852)

Same basic roads but more development north of Church
Avenue, some new streets, "Plank Road Co." building
located in northern part of study area (Walling 1859)



"Coney Island Railroad” replaces plank road (Dripps
1868).

All of the major roads are shown. On Coney Island
Avenue is a "Horse-car Railroad". Ocean Parkway is
called Ocean Boulevard, and the "Brooklyn and Flatbush
and Coney Island Railroad", a steam railroad runs along
the course of road (Beers 1886).

B. Farmsteads and residential sites

Area devoted to agriculture, a single homestead shown
in the Greenfield section (Dripps 1852).

Residential development in area southeast of Greenwood
Cemetery (Walling 1859).

Scattered development in Greenfield and north of Church
Avenue west of Coney Island Avenue, increasing through
time (Dripps 1868, Beers 1886).

C. Commercial and industrial sites

No sites depicted on Dripps 1852, possible commercial
activity along the more densely populated roads, no

industrial sites (Walling 1859, Dripps 1868, Beers

D. Recreational sites -

No sites depicted on Dripps (1852), walling (1859),
Dripps (1868), and Beers {1886). '
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BROCKLYI JEIGHBOREOQD 5

OB Reginald Bolton placed an Indian trail on the approximate

route as the present day Flathush Ave., that passes the
eastern boundary of the Neighborhood.

NYC LPC Neighborhood Maps, 1850s

3 - residential cluster to the immediate northwest of the
Neighborhood

12- transportation complex

15-3 undeveloped land with scattered residences dominated the
Neizgzhborhood
The residential clustering that occurred as the century
progressed concentrated along wnat 1s now Ocean Parkway
and radiated out from the original Flatbush Village,
which is to the northeast of the Neighborhood.

National Register Historic Landmark:

The Flatbush Town Hall, the Flatbush Reformed Dutch

Church, and Erasmus Hall were part of the core of the original
Flatbush community. (Symbol is representative of the address
of the Town Hall - 35 Snyder Avenue.)



BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOOD 6
THE JUNCTION (NOSTRAND AVENUE/FLATBUSH AVENUE)

-Neighborhood 6 is located in the Flatlands section of
Brooklyn, south and east of the Brooklyn College campus.
The irregular shaped zone extends for about five blocks
along Nostrand Avenue between Glenwood Road and Avenue L.
While the majority of the area is three blocks wide, east of

32nd Street, between Avenues H and I, the neighborhood is
nine blocks wide. .

The predominate orientation of the road network is with
streets extending in a north/south direction. The avenues
(with the exception of Nostrand Avenue) intersect the
streets at ninety degree angles. Within the neighborhood
both Flatbush Avenue and Amersfort Place, in opposition to

the regular grid, stretches in a southeast/northwest
direction.

In addition to the road network, the right-of-way for
the Long Island Railrcad cuts east/west through the
neighborhood between Avenues H and I.

A. Infrastructural Sites

l. Transportation improvements (roads, railroads)

2. Municipal systems (water, sewers, etc.)
3. Landfill

The main historic road is Flatbush Avenue, and present-
day Amersfort Place is the old route of the road
(Dripps 1852)

Flatbush Ave labelled as "Flatbush Plank Road" (Walling
1859, Dripps 1860).

Flatbush Ave straightened, "Manhattan Beach Railroad"
(steam) extends through area (Beers 1886), presently
the Long Island Rail Road.



B. Farmsteads and residential sites

Three structures, possibly farm complexes oriented to
Flatbush Avenue and Amersfort Place apparently located
in study area (Dripps 1852, Walling 1859, Dripps 1868)

Four potential sites shown on Beers (1886).

C. Commercial and industrial sites

No sites depicted on Dripps (1852), Walling (1859},
Dripps (1868) and Beers (1886).

D. Recreational sites

No sites depicted on Dripps (1852), Walling (1859),
Dripps (1868), and Beers (1886).
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BROOKLZM MZIGHBORHOOD 6

B Reginald Bolton (1922) placed an Indian trail on the
path of Flatbush Ave. - at least the section thatl passss
through Neighborhooed 6. (Grumet, 1981t: p. 70)



BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOOD 7
MIDWOOD

Neighborhood 7, a rectangular zone located in the
Flatlands section of Brooklyn. The area, which measures
four blocks wide and seventeen blocks long, is bounded by
Avenue M on the north, Quentin Road on the south, and by
East 4th Street and East 21st Street on the west and east,
respectively. As in the previously described neighborhood,
the present road network is generally oriented with avenues
running in an east/west direction. Ocean Parkway, Coney
Island Avenue, and Ocean Avenue are exceptions to this rule.
All streets stretch in a north/south direction. In opposi-
tion to the grid is a portion of Kings Highway, which cuts
across the southeast corner of the neighborhood in a roughly
east/west direction. Other roads running counter to the
grid include a portion of Bay Avenue {in the northeast
corner) and Ryder Avenue. Bay Avenue is oriented at a right
angle to Kings Highway and extends to the northwest.

A. Infrastructural Sites

l. Transportation improvements (roads, railroads)

2. Municipal systems (water, sewers, etc.)
3. Landfill

The main historic roads are the "Coney Island Plank
Road", Bergan Lane (present Ocean Parkway), and Kings
Highway (Dripps 1852, Walling 1859) '

"Coney Island Railroad" replaces the plank road (Dripps
1868, Beers 1886).

B. Farmsteads and residential sites

A total of ten structures within study area, four
possible farmsteads, all east of Coney Island Plank
Road, and oriented to Kings Highway (Dripps 1852}

A single additional structure shown near Ocean Parkway,
possible in study area (Walling 1895).

Area north of Kings Highway, along Foster Avenue,
called "New Greenfield" (Dripps 1868)



Increasing number of structures through time (Beers
1886).

C. Commercial and industrial sites

No sites depicted on Dripps (1852}, Walling (1859},
Dripps (1868) and Beers (1886).

D. Recreational sites

No sites depicted on Dripps (1852}, Walling (1859),
Dripps (1868), and Beers {1886).
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H30RHOOD 7

Grumet has placed the makeopaca tract of land north of the
Kings Highway in the Nelzhborhood 7 area. This is not a
specific habitation site but the name of a "great clearing or
open field.” (Grumet, 1981: p. 22)

Grumet has placed the tract, "identified by the Indians

as Massebackhun", in the Neighvorhood 7 vicinity - south

of the Kings Highway. The precise boundaries are unknown -
Grave?end section of southwestern Brooklyn. (Grumet, 1981:
p. 31

Reginald Bolton's Indian trails research placed a trail,
mechawanienk, alonz the Kings Highway in Brooklyn and
Queens.

NYCLPC Neighborhood Maps, 1898
3 - along the road, now called Ocean Parkway, was a
residential cluster

8 - Brooklyn Jockey Club



BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOOD 8
. BENSONHURST

Neighborhood 8 is located in the Bensonhurst section of
Brooklyn. The irregular shaped zone is best described if
broken into northeast and southeast sub-areas. The
northeast portion extends along Bay Parkway between the
Shore Parkway (Belt Parkway) on the southwest and 65th
Street on the northeast. The general orientation of a
majority of the road network is in a northeast/ southwest
direction. Northeast of 86th Street the avenues extend in a

.northeast/southwest direction and are intersected by street
at right angles. Southwest of 86th Street the situation is

reversed.

The southeast portion of Neighborhood 8 is bounded by
Cropsey Avenue on the northeast and by the Shore Parkway on
the southwest., The area measures approximately one block
wide and fourteen blocks long. The blocks within the
neighborhood are oriented in a slightly more easterly

direction than the blocks of the prevailing grid to the
north.

In opposition to the grid of the general area is the
west terminus of Kings Highway, which extends in a east/west
direction, and the area north of Kings Highway than flanks
Bay Parkway to the southeast. The city blocks within this
portion of the neighborhood are part of a grid that extends
in a north, northwest to south, southeast direction.

A. Infrastructural Sites

l. Transportation improvements (roads, railroads)
2. Municipal systems (water, sewers, etc.)
3. Landfill v

The major historic roads are Kings Highway (a portion
extends further west than the present road) and Cropsey
Avenue. The "Bath and Coney Island Plank Road" extends

along the route of Cropsey Avenue (Dripps 1852, Walling
1859)

Same roads as above, some filling in area west of
Stillwell Avenue on Dripps (1868).



The "Brooklyn - Bath and Coney Island Railroad" runs

along Bath Avenue in an east/west direction (Beers
1886]). :

B. Farmsteads and residential sites.

In the northeastern portion of the study area there
were four structures near or in the study area. Near
Bath Avenue and Bay Parkway were two structures owned
by "Egbert Benson" a major land owner of the area. The
area along shore is labeled as "Unionville" with
numerous structures, located in village, Many of the
structures, including a church, are within the study

area. Some structures owned or occupied by the Cropsey
family (Dripps 1852)

Same as earlier map, but with more development (Walling
1859, Dripps 1868).

Fewer number of structures show on Beers (1886).
C. Commercial and industrial sites

A "Dye Wood Mill" was located on a neck of land near
the extreme southeast portion of the area {Dripps 1852,

Walling 1859, Dripps 1868). The mill is not shown on
Beers (1886).

D. Recreational sites

No sites depicted on Dripps (1852), Walling (1859),
Dripps (1868), and Beers (1886).
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NYC LPC Neighborhood Maps, 1398

15 stream-filled wetland

15-3 undeveloped land with scattered residences
12 transportation complex

10 docks and wharves

8 park

3 residential cluster

3 Gravesend - residential community
}3Unionville - residential community
3uBath Beach - residential community

35 Bath - residential community



BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHCOD 9
BRIGHTON BEACH

Neighborhaod 9 is located in the Coney Island section
of Brooklyn adjacent to Brighton Beach. The generally
rectangular area is situated south of the Shore Parkway
(Belt Parkway) and east of Ocean Parkway. The area measures
approximately fifteen blocks long between Sheepshead Bay
Road and Ocean Parkway and five blocks wide between the
Shore Parkway and the south shore of Coney Island.

Unlike the other neighborhoods, there is no single
overriding grid in Neighborhood 9, and the orientation of
the streets and avenues will be given in reference to the
area's major roads: Ocean Parkway, Coney Island Avenue, and
Brighton Beach Avenue. West of Coney Island Avenue, which
runs in a north/south direction, to the west boundary of the
neighborhood the streets are oriented in a northwest/
southeast direction. East of Brighton Beach Avenue the
streets are oriented in a northeast/southwest direction.
East of Corbin Avenue to the neighborhood's limits the
street grid is laid-out in a north, northwest/ south,
southwest direction. Two of the major avenues that
intersect the streets, besides Coney Island and Brighton
Beach Avenue, are Neptune and Ocean View Avenues.

A. Infrastructural Sites

1. Transportation improvements (rocads, railroads)
2. Municipal systems {water, sewers, etc.)
3. Landfill

The major historic road is "Coney Island Plank Road",
which runs along present-day Coney Island Avenue and
that portion of Brighton Beach Avenue west of Coney
Island Avenue (Dripps 1852, Walling 1859).



A "Toll Gate", probably associated with the plank road
is located on the south side of Coney Island Plank

Road, west of where Brighton Beach Avenue bends to west
(Walling 1859, Dripps 1868).

A horsecar rail line follows the route of Coney Island
Avenue in neighborhood. Also, steam railroads include
the "New York and Manhattan Beach Railrocad" and the
"Broocklyn, Flatbush and Coney Island Railroad”.

Finally, a new road is shown on Beers (1886): Ocean
Parkway.

B. Farmsteads and residential sites

Map is unreadable in this area, so there may be some
structures on the high ground (Dripps 1852).

No residential structures (Walling 1859, Dripps 1868, Beers
1886).

C. Commercial and industrial sites

Map unreadable (Dripps 1852)

Unidentified "Factory" located north of the westward
bend of the plan road (Walling 1859).

Factory structure is now unidentified (Dripps 1868).
The "factory" is not depicted on Beers (1886).

D. Recreaticnal sites

No sites depicted on Dripps 1852, but numerous hotels

are immediately adjacent to project area (Walling 1859,
Dripps 1868). : i



Within the study area on the Beers map (1886), is a
race track of the "Brighton Beach Racing Assn." located

on the site of the former factory, and "Bader's Grand
Cent.. Hotel'","
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3RO0KLYN NEIGHBORHOOD 9

—w— NYC LPC Neighborhood Maps, 1398

- residential cluster fronting
- park .

- Brighton Beach Race Track

» - Bicycle Track

5 - undeveloped land

A - stream-filled wetland

(610N}

S

—a— New York State Museum Inventoried
3608 A prehistoric turialsite and shell
1920,Kings County #4)

on Neptune Avenue

Site:
heaps (reference: Parker,



BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOODS % -9 SUMMARY

In summary, a wide range of potentially identifiable
cultural resources may be located within the six Brooklyn
neighborhoods. The majority of the sites are domestic
farmsteads and farm complexes that are characteristic of the
long history of the area as an agricultural hinterland of
New York City. Some of these potential sites, which for the
most part are oriented to the historic road network, may
date to as early as the first half of the seventeenth
century. Archeological resources associated with the site
may provide information about Dutch and English colonial
society and economics. '

The historic road network (and other internal
improvements, such as railroads) in addition to providing a
locus for settlement, can be considered sites in and of
themselves. The various segments of plank roads and
railroads within the study areas that have escaped
demolition by subsequent maintenance and replacement by
different forms of transportation may vield important
evidence regarding construction techniques and method of
modification. '

The small number of industrial sites that may be
within the entire project area is not surprising. These
sites, which were apparently dependent or subservient to
agriculture, the area's main economic activity, may provide
important information about colonial technology, the
commercial development of the immediate area, and early
nineteenth century manufacturing.

Finally, a number of sites within the study areas are
associated with the recreation and resort industry, such as
hotels, racetracks, and amusement complexes. These types of
sites may contain archaeclogical resources which can provide

insights into how different ethnic and social classes spent
their leisure time.
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BRONX NEIGHBORHOOD 1
RIVERDALE

Bronx Neighborhood 1 includes territory of three established
communities: Spuyten Duyvil, Kingsbridge, and Riverdale.
Bounded by both the Hudson and Harlem Rivers, Neighborhood Number
1 stretches, in an irregular manner, as far north as 239th Street
and as far east as Corlear Avenue. The Henry Hudson Parkway
(Route 9A) runs through the parcel that is proposed for resoning,
as does Johnson Avenue. Neighborhood 1 contains several small
parks, e.g., Ewen Park and the Henry Hudson Memorial Park.

The westernmost ridge that runs in a north-south direction
through the Bronx extends f£rom Yonkers through Riverdale and
Spuyten Duyvil to the confluence of the Harlem and Hudson
Rivers. When first encountered by European explorers, Neighbor-
hood 1 was topographically very different from what is currently
visible. A brook bounded the eastern portion of the Neighbor-
hoad, the Marble Hill station area (which is actually cutside the
rezoning boundaries) was an island at high tide, and the Spuyten
Duyvil Neck of land extended southerly into what is now consider-
ed Manhattan.

The earliest ethnographic reports of the project area are
from Henry Hudson's expedition up the "North River" aboard Half

- Moon. His men attempted to capture two natives and a skirmish

later ensued with these Indians who had a large village site at
the mouth of Spuyten Duyvil Creek (where the Harlem River now
joins the Hudson River). (Comfort, 1906: p. 3) Native Americans
of the Munsee-speaking upper Delaware culture undeniably exploit-
ed the resources of this elevated site which was sourrounded by
both major and fresh water resources. There is a certain degree
of confusion as to whether we associate Neighborhood 1 with the
label of: (1) wiechquaeskeeks - individuals or groups, first
identified as Wikagyl in 1616, that occupied northern Manhattan
and portions of the Bronx but by the 1640s were situated in
central Westchester County (Goddard, 1978: p. 214; Grumet, 1981:
pp. 59-60); or, (2) nipnichsen - which is Belton's (now dis-
puted) collective ' term for the Native American defenses (c. 1643-
1644) on the north shore of the Harlem River in the southern
section of Riverdale. (Grumet, 1981: p. 40) There is agreement
on the high degree of prehistoric and contact period exploitation
of the neighborhood 1 area. Gowahasuasin, probably a habitation
site, was identified by the Indians in 1669. (Grumet,1981: p. 10)
Another probable habitation site, shorakapkock, was located at
the northernmost reach of the Harlem River - at one time the Cold
Spring Harbor section of Spuyten Duyvil Creek. (ibid.: p. 52)
(See the following maps.)

In 1645 ownership of a large tract (that included Neighbor-
hood 1) that was bounded by the Croton River, Bronx River, Harlem
River, and Hudson River was confirmed as a patent by Governor
Kieft to Dr. Adrian Van der Donck, who purchased the parcel from
the Indians. Later the southern portion of the parcel, south of



Dogwood Brook (approximately 247th Street), was sold to wWilliam
Betts and Geocrge Tippett. (Fordham Library Branch, Bronx History
Reference Division Scrapbooks: p. 429) The southern extremity of
the north-south ridge that passed through Riverdale was known as
Tippett's Neck (or Tibbett's Hill) since the Tippett homestead
was near the end of the point. Through marriage the neck passed
into the hands of the Berriens; "and after the Revolution until
the present [1912] the promontory has been known as Berrien's
Neck." (Jenkins, 1912: p. 21) The Berrien was still standing in
the late nineteenth century. (Comfort, 1906:p. 19) For centuries
this tract was used as farmland.

The Neighborhood 1 area hosted considerable activity during
the Revolutionary War. In June of 1776 "Washington had inspected
with great thoroughness the region around Kingsbridge. Finding
seven places well fitted for defence, he promptly gave orders, as
he "esteemed it a pass of the utmost importance in order to keep
open communication with the country.'" (Comfort, 1906:p. 23) Un-
fortunately these fortifications weren't all completed before the
British succeeded in uniting their forces from the north with
those that already held Manhattan. As late as 1900 the remmains
of some of these fortifications, including Fort 2 in the study
area, were still visible on the landscape. It was reported
that nineteenth century construction on the site of Fort 4
unearthed several six-pounders. (Comfort, 1906: p. 24) (See map.)

The Townships Act of 1788 placed Neighborhood 1 area in
Yonkers. By the mid-nineteenth century (1852) the extreme
southern section of Yonkers had been laid out in a wvillage plan
by three men from Troy and, eventually, was officialy named
Spuyten Duyvil. At the base of the ridge bluff they established
a foundry which supplied projectiles for U. S. Navy guns.
(Jenkins, 1912: p. 330) "In 1853 Hudson Park was laid ocut by a
land company in the northwest corner of the Betts and Tippett
tract of 1668, on a farm belonging to Samuel Thomson." (ibid.:
p. 327) North of Hudson Park was the eighteenth century Hadley
farm that became part of the Delafield estate that was intact
into the twentieth century. The Riverdale area in the north of
Neighborhood 1 was known for its pastoral atmosphere and fine
country residences that dotted the heights along the Hudson Riv-

er. (French, 1860: p. 707) This reputation lasted into the
twentieth century. (See maps. ) ‘

The history of Neighborhoood 1 is, in many ways, the history
of transportation 1links with Manhattan. As early as the late
1660s, ferrying rights between new Amsterdam and the north shore
of Spuyten Duyvil Creek were granted. The first Kingsbridge, a
tell bridge, was erected in 1693 in approximately the same
location as the present Broadway bridge that crosses the Harlem
River. Between 1713 and 1900 the Kingsbriidge was removed, due
to inconveniences of hte high tide at the Creek, "to near the 0ld
Manor of Fordham." (Jenkins, 1912: p. 188) In 1846 the first
railroad bed and railroad bridge was laid along Yonkers' Hudson
shoreline and connected with Manhattan. (Comfort, 1906: p. 79)



The Harlem Ship Canal was opened in 1895 and irrevocably al-
tered the borough's topography. Spuyten Duyvil Creek and much of
the surrounding low-lying marshland was filled in with materials

removed from the excavaticon at Grand Central Station. (See the
following Grumet map for details of the Neighborhood shoreline
changes.) Both the completion of the Ship Canal and the in-

creased building activities in the Bronx after the introduction
of the elevated railroad necessiated the completion of increased
docking facilities along the shore. (Jenkins, 1912: p. 196}
Currently, the Bronx - Manhattan connection is dominated by the
Henry Hudson Parkway bridge. :
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NEIGHBORHOOD 1

New York State Museum Number, prehistoric site referred
to as Mappock (reference: Harrington) '

New York State Museum Number, prehistoric village site
(reference: A. C. Parker, 1920, "Bronx #16)

New York State Museum Number, traces of prehistoric
occupation (reference: Parker)

This site corresponds to Bolton's designation shorakapkock,
the Cold Spring Harbor sction of Spuyten Duyvil Creek.

Bolton's site gowahasuasing was originalyy located on the
neck of land that extended from the southern tip of
Neighborhood 1 into Spuyten Duyvil Creek but was severed
from the Bronx when the Harlem Ship Canal was dug.

The State Historic Preservation Office has two sites listed
that are directly north of the Neighborhood 1 area - in the
park at the foot of 247th Street.

NYC LPC Neighborhood Maps, 1878

3-2 - residential and commercial area
15 - swamp
3 - residential area
a——--= NYC LPC Neighborhood Maps, 1896-7
3 - residential areas
6 - industrial area
7 - institutional complex

New York City Designated Landmark:
Edgehill Church of Spuyten Duyvil, 2550 Independence Ave.

Note: Another NYC Landmark, the H. F. Spaulding House
(Coachman's Residence) is located north of Neigh-
borhood 1 at 4970 Independence Ave.

The Kingsbridge Burial Ground, aka the Berrian Family
Plot, which is listed in the NYC LPC's files was not
located. Accoridng to Dr. William Tiek {author of
Kingsbridge and Souyten Duyvil and School Days in
Riverdale, this family cemetery is no longer traceable.
(personal communication, 6/27/86)
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BRONX NEIGHBORHOQOD 2 |
WILLIAMSBRIDGE/WAKEFIELD

The most dominant factor affecting the settlement patterns
in the Bronx was its natural topography: a system of north-south
running ridges with rivers and streams lying in the comparatively
level adjacent valleys. (NYCLPC, 1983: n.p.) These elevated
ridges are continuations of the ranges of hills of Westchester
County. The ridge forming the eastern side of the Bronx valley
has a considerable elevation at Wakefield and Williamsbridge, but
it falls away gradually toward the shores of the East River and
the Sound. Quality Housing Neighborhood 2 1is situated on this
elevated eastern ridge that parallels the Bronx River. General-~
ly, the western border of this neighborhood is one or two blocks
east of the Bronx River Parkway except for a plot that crosses
the River and extends slightly west of Webster Avenue between
236th Street and Nereid Avenue. The eastern boundary of Neigh-
borhood 2 is roughly continguous with White Plains Road. The
northern boundary of this neighborhood is one to three blocks
south of the Bronkx County - Westchester County 1line. The
southern portion of this neighborhood is located east of Woodlawn
Cemetery and the northern portion is three to five blocks from
the historic Van Cortlandt Park. Portions of the current
communities of Wakefield (in the north) and Williamsbridge (in
the south) are within Neighborhood 2. ’

Although current archaeological settlement pattern data
indicates a preference for elevated ridge top sites that are
located near a major fresh water resource and the extensive
Native American exploitation of the borough is well documented,
there is very little definitive indication that Neighborhood 2
hosted a significant prehistoric site. Bolton's research in the
earlier part of this century indicates that an east-west Indian
trail (Sackerah) paralleled the Bronx River, probably following
the ridge crest, from approximately the Gun Hill Road crossing of
the River to just north of East 222nd Road from where it turned
in a northeasterly direction. Therefore, the Indian trail may
have only briefly coincided with the Neighborhood 2 parcel.
(Grumet, 1981: p. 69; See map.) A review of the archaeological
files in the State Historic Preservation Office, in the New York
State Museum, and the New York City Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission did not yield known or recorded prehistoric archaeologi-

. cal sites in the subject area.

The topographical features of the Bronx dictated, to a
large extent, the original political divisions within its area.
The north-south running rivers and streams acted as natural
boundaries in the establishment of distinct towns within the
borough. In 1683 the county of Westchester was formed. "Its
western boundary was the Hudson River; its northern, Dutchess
(now Putnam) County; its eastern, the Connecticut Colony and Long
Island Sound; its southern, the East and Harlem rivers and
Spuyten Duyvil Creek. The Borough of The Bronx was included
within the county of Westchester until 1874 for the western part
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of the Borough, and until 1895 for the eastern part. Its history
is, until these dates, that of the county.

The northernmost portion of what is now New York City was
the location of intense activities during the Revolutionary war.
The intersection of East 233rd Street and Barnes and Bussing
Avenues was the site of War activities. This intersection, known
historically as Meteaque's Corners, was the junction of the ori-
ginal Post Road and the road to White Plains. (McNamara, 1973:
P. 18) The colonists erected a semicircular redoubt approximately
1000 feet west of the Williamsbridge crossing of the Bronx River
in what is now Woodlaw Cemetery. The British occupied, for a

extended time, the entire Borough with an outpost at Williams-
bridge.

By act of the sState Legislature, March 7, 1788, all the
counties were divided into townships. There were twenty-one of
these in Westchester County, following very closely the lines of
the ancient manors and patents." (Jenkins, 1912: pp.1-2) The
Bronx of today was covered by six of these towns: Yonkers,
Pelhman, Morrisania, Eastchester, and Westchester. The township
of Westchester included all the land between the Butchinson
River, the Bronx River and Long Island Sound. The northern
boundary was the * Eastchester township line that ran along the
Black Dog Brook. (ibid.: p. 6) Eastchester township was bounded
on the west by the Bronx River, on the north by Scarsdale, on the
east by the Hutchinson River and on the south by Black Dog
Brook. At one time the northernmost extent of this part of New

_ York City was Black Dog Brook, or 229th Street. In 1894 the

pecple of the southernmost section of Eastchester voted to become
part of the City of New York and the northern boundary was
extended to the present location. (ibid.: p. 5) Neighborhood 2
eéncompasses areas that were originally part of Eastchester and
also areas that were originally part of Westchester.

The initial transportation routes between Manhattan, the
territory to the north, and the Bronx were established in the
north-south running wvalleys. The Native American trails ran
along the natural water courses in the ridge valleys. Early
colonial roadways followed these same paths. "Many early roads,
haowever, began as private means of access to tracts of property.
It was not until the mid-nineteernth century, after the major
railroad corridors ~were built, that the.systematic layving out of
roads encouraged the development of previsously inaccessible
portions of the borough." (NYCLPC, 1983: n.p.) Mid-nineteenth
century rail connections were originally laid out according to
these same ridge lines. These rail lines, later augmented by the
elevated, made it possible for "mechanics ,and working men doing
business in the city,” to go back and forth daily, "living in the
country for the sake of economy." (French, 1860: p. 696) "The
New York and Harlem Railroad was completed to Williamsbridge in
1842. By 1844, it was extended to White Plains in Westchester
County. This rail line serviced the settlements of Morrisania,
West Farms, Fordham, and the cities of Yonkers and White Plains.



The Hudson River Railrcad was completed in 1849, which also pro-
moted the growth to the west and north. The New York and New
Haven Railroad was completed in 1848. However, its only Bronx
station was at Woodlawn (233rd Street - in Neighborhood 2), which
did nct do much to push growth in the surrounding farmlands."

(NYCLPC, 1983: n.p.) French's 1860 Gazateer 1lists the planned
communities of Wakefield and Washingtonville as "modern" and the

majority of Westchester as a suburban community. (French, 1860:
pPp. 696-706)

The political changes (boundaries, names, and incorpora-
tions) of these modern villages between 1850 and 1900 can be
confusing. A Wakefield community, laid out in 1853, was in-
corporated into the village of Williamsbridge in 1888 along with
the communities of Olinville #1, Olinville #2, and Jerome. This
Wakefield community was situated east of the White Plains Road.
As referred to earlier, the norther boundary of Williamsbridge
was 229th Street. (Jenkins, 1912:p. 419) When a portion of East-
chester was added to New York City, "The name of Washingtonville
was that originally applied to the station on the Harlem Railroad
where the NHRR leaves the Harlem tracks and swings to the east-
ward (approximately 240th Street]; but a few years ago the name
was changed to Wakefield, which has thus become the upper end of
the city." (Jenkins, 1912: p. 421; See map.) Matilda Street in
Washingtonville was home (erected ¢.1854) to the famous singer
Adelini Patti. (Comfort, 1906: p. 50)

Writing in 1912, Jenkins observed that the Wakefield land
east of the Bronx River, abreast of Woodlawn Cemetery, was still
undeveloped. (Jenkins, 1912: p. 421) As late as the 1920s and
1930s, the northern extent of the Borough, reached by the Third
Avenue EL which followed the subway tracks on White Plains Road
until elevation at 241st Street, offered spectacular views of the
countryside. The huge Victorian Gothic Crawford Memorial Church
at 218th Street was a local landmark into the twentieth century.
During the early part of this century, Neighborhood 2 was domi-
nated by frame residences, with a few apartment houses near the

tracks. Local shopping was concentrated along White Plains
Road. (Ultan, 1979: p. 24)
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3RONX NEIGHBORHOOD 2

Og Reginald Bolton's research on Indian trails resulted in one
trall, called sackerah, that he believed ran on an east-west
axls across the north Bronx - following the path of the
present White Plains Road, north until approximately 225th St,
until it moved in an easterly, northeasterly direction.

—..—= NYC LPC Neighborhood Maps, 1870s
1-3 - agricultural land and scattered residences, in extreme
western section of Neighborhood

3 -~ residential area
31 =~ residential area: Washingtonville
3 - residential area: Wakefield

33 - 0llinville

—--=NYC LPC Neighborhood Maps, 1986-7
2-6 - commercial/industrial complex located in the extreme
western sector of the Neighborhood, on the west bank
of the Bronx River
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BRONX NEIGHBORHOOD 3
PELHAM BAY

Neighborhood 3 is an irregularly shaped parcel that lies
between the southern tip of Pelham Bay Park and the Hutchinson
River. Westchester Avenue bisects the Neighborhood in a south-
west to northeast line. The original Westchester Creek water-
course flowed along the west side of the Neighborhood. The ex-
tensive St. Raymond's Cemetery is south of the Neighborhood.

There are numerous prehistoric archaeological sites listed
for the eastern portion of what is now considered the Bronx. The
Siwanoy, a Munsee-speaking Upper Delaware tribal group, occupied
the area when the Eurcpeans first arrived. They had been
attracted to the coastal sites for the same resources that later
attracted the colonists: shellfish, arable land, cool breezes,
fresh-flowing water, convenience of water travel, etc. Ethno-
graphic reports from the first settlers have described their
hunting, fishing, and camping systems. Artifactual evidence of
their past occupation of the eastern half of the Bronx is still
being unearthed, investigated, and reported. There are pre-
historic sites inventoried for areas due north and south of the
Neighborhood but there are no specific sites recorded within the
boundaries. Reginald Bolton's early twentieth century research
vielded many Indian trails that correspond to early colonial
roadways and even the streets abnd highways operable today - such
as the trail that Bolton believed corresponded to the section of
Tremont Avenue that passes through the blocks south of the Neigh-
borhoced. Grumet's more recent work (1981) contains this same
trail. (See the following map.) A local historian has described
this path as a very important link between the two tribal groups
occupying different banks of the Bronx River. "It crossed
present day Fordham University lawns alsongside Fordham Road, and
crossed the Bronx River on a 1line with Lyvdig Ave. It was the
narrow forerunner of Bear Swamp Road (now Bronxdale Ave.) and led
through Westchester Square to two large settlements -~ one in Old
St. Raymond's Cemetery, and the other where Schley Ave. meets
Eastchester Bay." (McNamara, 1984: p. 14) The Dutch "extinguish-
ed" the Indian title to the land in 1643. (French, 1860: p. 706)

The eastern portion of the Borough of the Bronx did not
develop as quicky as the land lying west of the Bronx River.
One early village center was Westchester. This village center
was immediately southwest of Neighborhood 3 and is now known as
Westchester Square. (Fordham Branch Library of the NYPL, Bronx
History Reference Division Scrapbooks, p. 127) As early as 1693
the English had established a market in Westchester and it was
made a borough town in 1696. The accompanying maps, that depict
the Bronx in 1776 and in 1867, indicate the concentration of
development around the Westchester Village and the lack of deve-
lopment in the Neighborhood area. Under the Townships Act of
1788 a great deal of the eastern half of the Borough was called
Westchester; but by 1860, the Village of Westchester, at the head



of the "navigable Creek," supported 1,000 scattered inhabitants.
(French, 1860: p. 706) The following twentieth century photo-
graph 1is of Westchester Square. The coming of the railroad
opened up the Neighborhood 3 area<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>