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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY TEXT 

 

 

 

Chrysalis Archaeological Consultants was retained by the Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum to 

undertake this Phase IB Cultural Resource Management/Archaeological Monitoring as part of 

the overall Gravestone Conservation of the Pell Family Cemetery Project located within the 

property of the Bartow-Pell Mansion, Pelham Bay Park, Bronx, Bronx County, New York. The 

project site is owned by the City of New York – Department of Parks and Recreation, overseen 

by The Historic House Trust of New York City and managed by the BPMM.  As the site is a 

City, State and National Landmark, the City of New York – Landmarks Preservation 

Commission has review and regulatory authority over all work undertaken.  For this project, LPC 

determined that archaeological monitoring should occur during ground disturbing activities. 

 

The purpose of the Phase IB Archaeological Monitoring was to ensure that no in situ burials or 

previously disturbed human burials and/or other human remains were adversely impacted as part 

of the project. An Archaeological Monitoring Plan and Human Remains Protocol was developed 

prior to commencement of field work, and approved by the LPC, to ensure that any remains, 

should they be uncovered, would be treated in a respectful manner, carefully dis-interred and 

reburied within the churchyard.  The Plan and Protocol further insured that all Federal, State and 

City regulations regarding human remains would be followed by the project. 

 

All work was conducted in accordance the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 

amended, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s “Protection of Historic and 

Cultural Properties” (36 CFR 800), the LPC guidelines for archaeological work (2002) and the 

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation’s Archaeological 

guidelines, including human remains.  Alyssa Loorya, M.A, MPhil., R.P.A., served as the 

Principal Investigator, and satisfies the qualifications specified in 36 CFR 61, Appendix A.  

Chrysalis maintained on-call Forensic Anthropologist in the event that in situ, intact, human 

remain(s) were uncovered. 

 

Excavations for the reinstallation of the tombstones did not uncover/expose in situ or disturbed 

burials or human skeletal remains. 
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I. Introduction 

 

This technical memorandum details the archaeological monitoring undertaken on 26 June 2014 

at the Bartow-Pell Mansion – Pell Family Cemetery property. 

 

Chrysalis Archaeological Consultants (Chrysalis) was retained by the Bartow-Pell Mansion 

Museum (BPMM) to undertake this Phase IB Cultural Resource Management/Archaeological 

Monitoring as part of the overall Gravestone Conservation of the Pell Family Cemetery Project 

located within the property of the Bartow-Pell Mansion, Pelham Bay Park, Bronx, Bronx 

County, New York (Map 01) (Appendix A).  The project site is owned by the City of New York 

– Department of Parks and Recreation (Parks), overseen by The Historic House Trust of New 

York City (HHT) and managed by the BPMM.  As the site is a City, State and National 

Landmark, the City of New York – Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) has review and 

regulatory authority over all work undertaken.  For this project, LPC determined that 

archaeological monitoring should occur during ground disturbing activities. 

 

The purpose of the Phase IB Archaeological Monitoring was to ensure that no in situ burials or 

previously disturbed human burials and/or other human remains were adversely impacted as part 

of the project. An Archaeological Monitoring Plan and Human Remains Protocol was developed 

prior to commencement of field work, and approved by the LPC, to ensure that any remains, 

should they be uncovered, would be treated in a respectful manner, carefully dis-interred and 

reburied within the churchyard (Appendix B).  The Plan and Protocol further insured that all 

Federal, State and City regulations regarding human remains would be followed by the project. 

 

All work was conducted in accordance the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 

amended, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s “Protection of Historic and 

Cultural Properties” (36 CFR 800), the LPC guidelines for archaeological work (2002) and the 

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation’s (NY SHPO) 

archaeological guidelines, including human remains (NYAC 1994, 2002, NY SHPO 2013).  

Alyssa Loorya, M.A, MPhil., R.P.A., served as the Principal Investigator, and satisfies the 

qualifications specified in 36 CFR 61, Appendix A.  Chrysalis maintained on-call Forensic 

Anthropologist in the event that in situ, intact, human remain(s) were uncovered. 
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Map 01: Project Area Map, 2014 
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II. Project Description 

 

The Bartow-Pell Mansion, a portion of the grounds and carriage house, are a New York City and 

National Historic Landmark located in the northern portion of Pelham Bay Park in The Bronx. 

The existing structure was constructed between 1836 and 1842.  The property passed between 

the Bartow and Pell families until sold to the City of New York in the late 1880s. 

 

The Pell Family Cemetery, like many historic cemeteries, requires maintenance and 

improvements through time (Map 02).  Several of the headstones have shifted position, have 

become worn, are subject to biological growth, leading to the deterioration of the stone face 

and/or have been removed from the cemetery and reside in other locations on site (Image 01). 

 

This construction project calls for the rehabilitation of stones within the cemetery including, but 

not limited to: 

 

1. Re-installation of headstones that are no longer located within the cemetery 

2. Cleaning of biological growth on the headstones 

3. Shoring/resetting of headstones that have shifted position 

 

Excavation for the re-installation of headstones and resetting existing headstones is not 

anticipated to be greater than 16” in depth.  The conservation project was undertaken by ICR-

ICC. 

 

   

 
Map 02: Map of the Bartow-Pell property – identifying the cemetery location 

(Area of Potential Effect (APE) ) 
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Image 01: Current and Projected Headstone placement. 

 

 
Image 02: Excavating the headstone with a trowel. 
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III. Archaeological Field Monitoring
1
 

 

Stone conservators from ICR-ICC manually excavated in the area of 4 tombstones, both extant 

and non-extant, for their removal and eventual repositioning. A small trench measuring 7” – 10” 

in width by approximately 4’ wide was excavated to an average depth of 14” below surface 

(Image 02). 

 

As part of the project three tombstones required removal for repair and treatment (Image 03). 

These tombstones commemorate the graves of Phoebe Pell, Sussannah Drake and John Bennett.  

The fourth tombstone was removed some time during the twentieth century and commemorates 

the burial of Saloma Pell.  The brownstone marker of John Bennett had been broken at some 

time in the psat and was stored within the Mansion, along with the Saloma Pell headstone.  

Excavation exposed the remaining base of the J. Bennett marker.  This marker extended to a 

significantly deep depth than the other two stones.  Excavation to remove the Bennett marker 

extended to 28” below surface.  

 

 
Image 03: Excavating the headstone with a trowel. 

 

The remaining two stones excavated and removed, Phoebe Pell and Sussannah Drake, had been 

subject to earlier twentieth century attempts at repair that consisted of excavation around their 

perimeter to depths ranging from 10” – 14” and approximately 3” wide on both faces of the 

stone. Following this excavation, cement had been poured around the base of the stones.  To 

                                                 
1
 Additional field images are located in Appendix C. 
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remove these tombstones it was necessary to excavate around and beneath the stones so that they 

could be lifted out of the soil without causing further damage. 

 

 
Image 04: Bricks to be installed in the “base” of the excavated area to act as supports for  

re-installed tombstones. 
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An area next to the Bennett tombstone was also excavated to facilitate the re-installation of 

Saloma Pell headstone. 

 

Excavated soils consisted of an organic layer that exhibited several small bulbs, likely bluebells. 

These bluebell bulbs are, likely, a mortuary planting that has naturalized.  This organic layer 

ranged from 4” – 6” thick.  Beneath this organic layer was a brown loam soil was observed 

throughout the remainder of the excavation. 

 

No cultural or human remains were impacted during the course of this work. 

 

IV. Summary and Recommendations 

 

Following excavation a base layer of brick was laid atop the tamped soil (Image 04).  These 

bricks will form a base for the future re-installation of the tombstones.  No additional excavation 

will be required to re-install the markers.  Therefore it is recommended that this project proceed 

without further archaeological monitoring. 

 

However, should additional excavation be required, or future work requires excavation in this 

area, all regulations regarding work within historic cemeteries, including archaeological 

considerations, should be accounted for. 
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Appendix A: 

 

Archaeological Scope of Work 
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Appendix B: 

 

Archaeological Monitoring and Re-interment Plan 
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Appendix C: 

 

Additional Field Images 
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Image 05: Cemetery Set-Up 

 

 
Image 06: Existing tombstone 
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Image 07: Excavating around the tombstone 

 

 
Image 08: Excavating for the installation of the conserved tombstone 
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Image 09: Excavation around existing tombstone 
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Image 10: Removal of existing tombstone base. 
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EImage 01:  

 

 

Image 11: Re-installation of tombstone. 
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Image 12: Re-installation of tombstone. 



28 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Image 13: Re-installation of tombstone. 
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Appendix D: 

 

Resume of Key Personnel 
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