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1HE FLlERREFONT STREET SITE
BROOKLYN, N.Y.

INTRODDUCT TON

We are submitting the +following +inal report for Fhase L1Bs/il
testing within the impact area for the proposed office building
on the Pierrepont. Street Site, Block 23%, in the Borough ot
Brooklyn, New York tsee Figure 1). This final report inciudes a
detailed discussion of the internal stratigraphy and cultwal
contents of the six Test Trenches and two backhoe cuts sxcavated,
as well as a quanti+ied inventory of all recovered mater:ials.

For esach of the natural stratigraphic deposits, the range ot
variation and the time periods of the artifacts recovered have
been identified, and photographic documentation of the diagnostic
artitacts provided. This documentation has been analyzed by the
project field supervisor, Mr. William I. Roberts IV, in order to
address research issues relevant to the gate ranges, sequences
and processes of site formation and use.

Fhase [B/11 +tield testing of the Fierrepont Stireet site was
undertaken by Greenhouse Conswultants Inc., from the 3th through
the 23rd of August, 1985. JThree areas of the site were tested,
consisting of 2 triangular areas representing the remaining
backyard areas of two 12th century lots fronting Fulton Street
(now Cadman Flaza West), and a larger triangular area with two
smaller rectangular extensions to the south, corresponding to the
former location of the Colonial Love Lane, which originally
extended across the parcel. The three areas were designated A, B
and C, beginning with the northernmost area and moving south (see
Figure 11}.

SITE HISTORY
Frenhistoric:

A review of literature on the prehistoric occupations of Long
Island indicated that although aboriginal populations were
present in Brooklyn from approximately 3,000 B.C. at least until
the later 17th century, there are no kKNown prehistoric sites on
the project parcel. The closest site to the Fierrepont Street
site was probably the village of Mareyckawick. At least three
locations have been suggested for this village. R.F. Holton
placed it at Galletin and Elm Flace, about 1/4 miles {from the
project area (Bolton 1934). FK.5. Soleckil nas sugaested a
location near Lawrence and Jay Streets, also about 1/4 miles from
the project area (Solecki 1%977), and anotner arega north ot O1d
Fulton Street, about 172 mile from the project parcel (Soleckil
1975:75) . '

Historic:

A summary of historic evidence confirms the continuous Eurcpean
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utilization of this parcel from at least the mid—-17th century to
the present. A survey ot deeds and map sources trom the

early 17th century to the present indicates that tne parceil was
initially owned by the Dutch MWest india Company. On September
12, 1645, Bovernor Kieftt granted land which included the project
parcel to Andries Huddes. A map located in the otftice ot the
Commissioner of Records depicting 17th century Brooklyn, reveals
a structure on the southwest corner of “Fulton Street and a small
lane labeled Love Lane, marked "Dwelling 1646". This structure
lies on the Andries Huddes farm and suggesis that Love Lane may
date as early as the 14&40°s.

Sometime in the 17th or 18tn century, members o+ the deBevoise
family purchased the southern three—guarters of the present day
block. John Swertcope later purchased the central hal+ of Block
239 from 3dochn Carpenter (Liber &, p. 504) who must have purchased
it from the deBevoise family:

--."dohn Valentine Swertcope, one of the
Hessian soldiers who stayed behind after 1783, bought a
farm from the deBevoises with a gate that stood where
Johnson St. would now run into Fulton. He knew all
apout raising the rare strawberry and gave the
manopolistsx such a run for their money they tinally
had to cut him i1in. Old Swertcope was a character. He
wore & long grey beard, was an unabashed miser and
irascible to bopt. He invented an airgun which shot
clay "pellets" and, armed with this and a black—-snake
whip, caused littie boys to move over to the other side
af the old Twnpike {(Fulton 5t.) whern Satan temptea
idle thands to thievery among his peach trees and
strawberry patches. He made a lot ot money, kept it in
an iron—bound box and died &t a ripe old age with the
key tucked under his deathoed piliow.” % The dekevoise
family. (Cwrvrie 1240).

The next cartographic record available is the 1766—-467 Ratzer ¥Plan
{(see fap 1). This demonstrably accurate military pilan shows the
presence of long rectanguiar farm fots running east-—west,
perpendicular to the shoreline and terminating at what became
Fulton Street. The Ratzer Flan also documents the continued
presence of structures on this proiect harcel, one at the
northeast corner of what became the Swertcope tarm and two
structures near the southeast corner ot the debevoise family farm
property. This map again documents the existence of a "lane” or
earliy roadway, later known as Love Lane running perpendicular to
Fulton Street. This roadway 1s important because its location
and orientation correspond with the rear lot i1ines of

properties fronting Fierrepont Street which, despite nunerous
subdivisions and re—-numberings during the 1%th century, continued
with an internal uniformity until the mast recent buildings were
demolished in the 1960°s, As mentioned above, Love Lane precates
the 1747 Ratzer FPlan and given the former ownership by the butch
West India Company and the presence ot 17th century structures on
the parcel, may date as far back 1n time as the mid-—i7th century.
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On April 27, 1816, Kobert A. and John deBevoise soid some oOf
their real estate holdings to Hezekiah B. Fierrepont (Liber 11,
p. 909) (hence Fierrepont Street). An 18146-1819 composite map by
Foppleton and Lott (see Map 2) showed the location and property
boundaries of the Swertcope Farm relative to the 17th century
street configurations o+ Brooklyn. Two structures are shown on
the edge of Fulton Street, within the Swertcope property, which
would correspond in location to #2846 and #2288 Fulton Street.

This map also shows the southern boundary .of the Swertcope
property passing through the Pierrepont Street Site parcel
parallel! to FPierrepont Street. When overlaid to scale with the
most recent lot line definitions, this southern boundary of
Swertcope’'s property corresponds almost precisely with the rear
yvards of the 19th century lots facing on Fierrepont Street. This
correlation strongly suggests that the rear iot line also
correlates with the former Colonial Love Lane in this section of
the project parcel.

One other point deserves mention: although the Ratzer Flan shows
Love Lane extending all the way to the shoreline, the 1816—-181%
map by Foppleton and Lott shows the southern property boundary-
Love Lane location as running directly through the center of an
early military fortafication located one block to the west of
Clinton Street and the project parcel. Although this eviuenhce is
only circumstantial, 1t strongly suggests that the former Love
Lane may 1in fact have been associated with early military
fortifications in the area in addition to its function as a
Colonial service road.

bn June 21, 1831 (Liber 31, p. 101) Amos Madden purchased land

on Block 239 from John Swertcope. A survey on fite at the Long
Island Historical Society dated Sept. 4, 1B3Z indicated that this
piece ot real estate was actually owned by two Madden family
members in partnership with an 0'Brien. The survey also noted
two structures existing on the farm numbered 284 and 288 Fulton
Street.

By 1833, Madden and D 'Brien had sold off six of their lots on
Fulton Street. This was the first evidence of the subdivision of
the Swertcope farm. The last lots were sold in 1859.

For a summary of the history of the project parcel subsequent to
its subdivision, see Appendix 2. As summarized in Maps 3 through
&, the historic lot survey aided in deftining the impacts to the
project parcel for the mid-1%th century to the present. As
illustrated 1n this series of maps, three discrete areas were
detined which never had buildings with basements on them, despite
censiderable alterations to the biock during a century ot use.
Two of these discrete areas are the remaining triangular backyard
of two adjacent lots fronting Fulton Street. The third area is a’
larger triangle with two smaller rectangular extensions to the
south. This area represents the remaining backyards of two lots
fronting Fulton Street and three lots fronting Fierrepont Street,
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and corresponds to the location of the Colonial Love Lane (see
Map &). :

A series of ten soil borings utilizing continuous split spoon
sampling was undertaken as part ot a larger series of
engineering borings to answer questions of archaeological import.
These borings began on July 1, 1985, and were completed by the
end of the month. All showed depths of fill ranging from 12 to
17 feet, with the exception of borings 22 and Z3. Boring 2%,
located near the center of the northernmost triangular backyard
area, showed only 2 +eet of fil1ll. Boring 23, ilocated near the
center of the large southern triangular backyard area showed
approximately 4 feet of fill. The results of these ten soil
borings served to corroborate the cartographic evidence,
therefore it was concluded that the three remaining backyard
areas merited archaeological testing.

LOCATION OF TEST AREAS AND TEST UNITS

The northernmost area selected for archaeological testing was
designated Area A. It was selected because 1t represented the
remaining backyard area of a lot fronting Fulton Street. The
triangular Area A measured approximately 20 =23 2307, which
vielded approximately 250 sgquare feet of open area for testing.
Two five ftoot sguare test units were positioned in Area A. Test
Trench I was located adjacent to the wall marking the western
boundary of the backyard and of the entire lot. Test ’irench 11
was located adjacent to the wall marking the southeastern
boundary ot both the backyard and the lot (see Figers 1t & 12).

The second triangular area selected for testing was designaced
Area b, and was located Jjust south of Area A. Area B was
selected because it also represented the remaining backyard of a
lot fronting Fulton Street. Area B measured approximately

20 'H26 %337 which yvielded approximately 260 sguare +teet of open
area. Two +ive foot sguare test units were positioned in Area B.
Test Trench Ill was located adjacent to the wall marking the
western boundary of the backyard, while Test Trench IV was
adjacent to the walls marking 1ts eastern corner (see Figures 11
& 123 . ’

The southernmost area selected for archaeological testing was
designrated Area C. This area was selected because it consisted
of a large triangular area representing the tormer backyards of
two lots +ronting Fulton Street, with two smaller rectangular
extensions to the south, representing the backyards of two lots
fronting Fierrepont Street. Area C also correspunded to the
former location of Love Lane as shown on various historic maps.
After examination of fthe evidence +rom engineering scil borings
placed in both rectangular extensions, a decision was made to
open only the western rectangle because the depth of fi1il1 in that
boring was about X feet shallower. The triangular section
measured approximately S0 x40 'x80° and the rectangular piece
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25 'x25°'. This yielded an open area ot approximately 22735 square
feet. One five foot sqguare test unit and one three foot by two
{oot test unit were positioned in Area C. Test Trench Vv, the
five foot square unit, was located near the southern boundary of
the triangular section of Area C, within the expected line of
Love Lane. Test Trencn VI was located to the north ot an east-
west stone wall +tound near the center o+ the rectanguilar
extension of Area C. The results from Test Trench V1, which
indicated that this entivre remaining backyard was disturbed by
foundation trenches and walls to a depth of over six feet, gave
sufficient evidence to assune that the eastern rectangle would be
disturbed to at least this depth. Therefore, the eastern
rectangular extension of Area C was not opened and no test
trenches were located there (see Figures 11 & 13).

Overall, approximately 2783 square feet ot the project parcel
were stripped of thelr asphalt surface(s) and gravel fill layers.
Test Trenches totalling 131 square +eet were excavated within the
three areas opened, which was 4.7%4 of the total area available.
The backhoe was alsoc used to investigate the stratigraphy beyond
the depth and extent of the manually excavated Test Trenches

in Areas B and C. In Area B, a section of the wall marking the
western boundary was excavated to a point just below the bottom
of its foundation to provide sections +or drawing and
photography. A narrow trench was cut completely across the
larger triangular section of Area C with the backhoe so that a
complete cross section could be drawn and photographed. See
Figures 11, 12 & 13 for a plan of the locations ot Areas A, B and
C, as well as Test Trenches 1 through V1 and the backhoe cuts
within the project parcel.

EXCAVATION METHODOLOGY

The three test areas were positioned on the site grid using a
transit ana fiberglase surveying tapes. Fluorescent spray paint
was then used to mark their edges on the surface of the parking
lot. A backhoe was used to break through the pavement (s) where
necessary, and to excavate the areas. Backhoe excavation ceased
when evidence of the former backyard surfaces were observedq.
Backhoe buckets of material removed from the sub—pavement
deposits were dumped on previously cleaned areas of pavement
adjacent to the trenches where they could be screened and/or
visually examined for artifacts. The sections exposed by the
backhoe excavation were then cleaned, drawn and photographed.
The exposed backyard surfaces were carefully scraped with trowels
and examined for +features. Any features found were then
numbered, described, located on the site grid and excavated
manually. Manual excavation units were then laid out in the
tleaned backyards, again using the transit and surveying tapes.
These units were excavated manually wsing shovels, trowels, etc.
All soils removed from the manual excavation units and any other
features located i1n the backyard areas were screened through 1/4"
mesh for the recovery of artifacts. Soil samples were collected
from each context wherever possible, +rom both the backhoe

4]



PIERREPONT STREET SITE

TEST TRENCH 1 - CONTEXT CHART

CONTEXT DESCRIPTION MUNSELL PG

22 Sandy silt with a few large stones mottled 10 YR 4/6, 1834
; 4/2, 2/2 :
26 - Slightly sandy silt 10 YR 4/6 1834
36 Sile mottled 10 YR 5/6’ -
6/3
37 Silty sand 10 YR 4/6 1762
42 2 large rocks . - -
43 Slightly sandy siit 7.5 YR 4/6 -
4 )  Slightly clayey silt with a few pebbles 10 YR 5/2 -
47 Sandy silt :_ ' 7.5 YR 4/6 -
48 Clayey rilt 7 10 YR 5/3 -

Figure 2



PIERREPONT STREET SITE

TEST TRENCH 1%

- CONTEXT CHART

CONTEXT DESCRIPTION MUNSELL TPQ
29 Sandy loam w/ some slag & coal frags 10 YR 3/6 1820
30 Silty sand 10 YR 5/6 -
33 . Sandy loam w/ much slag & charcoal frags 10 YR 3/6 1844
34 Sandy loam w/ some coal frags 10 YR 3/6 -
35 Sandy loam 10 YR 3/6 -
46 Siitty sand w/ some pebbles, shale frags 10 YR &/4 -
& large cobbles
49 Silty clay w/ sand pockets, many cobbles 7.5 YR 4/6 -
" & some shale & schist frags
56 Brick w/ mortar foundation wall 10 YR 4/4 -

Figure 3



PIERREPONT STREET SITE

TEST TRENCH 111 - CONTEXT CHART

CONTEXT DESCRIPTION MUNSELL TPQ

21 Slightly sandy silt w/ coal, shell 10 YR 4/4 1893
& brick frags

23 Slightly silty sand w/ few coal, brick 10 YR 4/6 1830
& mortar frags -

25 Compact sandy silt 7.5 YR 5/6 -

27 Silty clay w/ some sand & a few small 10 YR 5/2 -

pebbles

28 Stone wall - -

3l Compact silty clay w/ some sand, many 10 YR 5/2 -
pebbles and small cobbles

32 Sandy silt w/ a few large pebbles 7.5 YR 5/6 -

40 Sandy silt w/ many pebbles, some brick, 10 YR 3/3 1903
mortar & coal frags ;

45 -

Silty sand w/ many pebbles & small cobbles: 10 YR 4/4

Figure 4



PIERREPONT STREET SITE

TEST TRENCH IV - CONTEXT CHART

MUNSELL

_ DESCRIPTION TRQ

e

50 Sandy silt v/ many red brick, mortar 10 YR 4/4 1891
and coal frags

51 Slightly sandy silt w/ some coal & mortar 10 YR 5/4 1891

. fragments

52 8ilty sand w/ many pebbles, cobbles & some 10 YR 3/3 1879
red brick, mortar & coal frags

53 silty sand w/ profuse red brick & coal 10 YR 3/3 1891

frags, & many pebbles

54 Slightly silty sand w/ some red brick & 10 YR 5/4 1817
mertar frags

55 Slightly sandy silt w/ some mortar, coal 10 YR 2/1 1858

& red brick frags & cobbles
57 Sandy silt w/ some mortar, coal & red brick 10 YR 4/3 1834
frags, some cobbles

58 Sandy silt w/ a few cobbles & coal frags 10 YR 4/3 -

59 Slightly sandy silt w/ a few coal & mortar 10 YR 5/4 1830
frags '

65 Sandy silt w/ some red brick, coal & mortar 10 YR &4/3 1830
frags and cobbles

66 -Sandy 8ilt w/ some red brick, coal & mortar 10 YR 4/3 1830
frags & cobbles

67 Slightly silty sand w/ some pebbles & cobbles 10 YR 4/6 -

68 Slightly sandy silt w/ a few pebbles 7.5 YR 5/4 -

69 Silty clay w/ many pebbles & small cobbles 10 YR 5/2 -
& some sand

73 Sandy silt w/ some cobbles & pebbles 7.5 YR 4/4 -

Figure 5



PIERREPONT STREET SITE

TEST TRENCH V - CONTEXT CHART

CONTEXT DESCRIPTION MUNSELL TPQ CMP
6  Silt w/ some pockets of sand T 10 YR 2/1, 2/2 1820 5

61 Silt w/ some occasional pebbles 10 YR /6, 2/1. 2/2 1830 11
62 . Silt w/ occesional pebbles 10 YR 6/6, 2/.1. 2/2 1834 10
63 Red bricks (set on end) - 1879 11
64 S5ilt w/ some gravel 10 YR 4/3, 3/3, 4/4 1834 10
70 Silt 10 YR 4/3, 3/3, 3/4 1834 11
71 Silt w/ moderate pebbles, cobbles 10 YR 5/6, 2/2 1861

72 Silt w/ charcoal frags 10 YR 6/6, 3/2 1820

74 Silt w/ many cobbles 10 YR 4/4, 4/6 - 1

75 Sandy silt w/ some cobbles, many pebbles 10 YR 5/6 -~ 1

76 Clayey silt 10 YR 5/4 - 1

Figure 6



PIERREPONT STREET SITE

TEST TRENCH V1 - CONTEXT CHART

CONTEXT DESCRIPTION . MUNSELL TPQ

a7 Sandy silt w/ much gravel & some mortar, 10 YR 5/4 ca. 1900
red brick & coal frags

98 . Slightly sandy silt w/ much gravel & some 10 YR 4/4 -

: toal, mortar & red brick frags

99.01 Silty sand w/ some gravel 10 YR 5/4 1820

99,02 Slightly silty sand w/ some gravel 10 YR 5/4 1820

Figure 7



excavation areas and the manual excavation umits. Recording and
excavation in the manual units was done by natural stratigraphic
deposits. When excavation in the manual units was completed,
their sections were also drawn and photographed.

DESCRIFPTION OF CONTEXTS

For each Test Trench, a chart has been assembled listing all
cantexts encountered, descriptions of their soil matrices and
inclusions, a Munsell reading of the soil matrix color and the
component to which it has been assigned. Also included 15 a
column for "Terminus Fost Quem", which is tne beginning
manufacture date for the latest artifact found in that context.
The following abbreviations are used: Context — Cxj; Component -
CMP:; and Terminus Post Quem — TPBE. The six charts are included
here as Figuwres 2 through 7. [t proved necessary to subdivide
one context (€Cx. 99) during the excavation. This was done
because Cx. 99 was very thick and subdividing it was a method to
ensure that possible subtle context breaks were not missed during
- the excavation.

HARRIS MATRICES

Following the context description charts are Harris Matrices for
each of the Test Trenches. These are representations detailing
all the interreiationships of the contexts from a given test
trench. Each context is represented by i1ts context number within
a rectangular box. The lines between the boxes indicate
interfaces between those contexts. The six matrices are included
here as Figures 8a through 10b. See Harris' book +or a detaiied
explanation of the devlopment and use of these matrices (Harris
1979) .

COMFONENT SUMMARIES

The. term component has been used here as the next higher order of
stratigaphic analysius above the context, which is the minimal
urnit of stratigraphic recording. All contexts of similar nature
have been grouped together as a component, which theretore
represents a unit of relative contemporaneity. Since all six
Test Trenches were located within a reasonable distance from one
another, they were analyzed using components common to all test
trenches which included appropriate contexts.

Component 1: (21 Contexts Total).

Fourteen Contexts from Test Trenches 1 - ¥V @ Cx. 31, 37,
43—45, 47-49, 68, &9, 73-76). Seven contexts. from outside Test
Trenches (Cx. 15, 16, 87, 92-94 and 111).

Interpretation: Glacial Till. General Description: Texture
ranged from sand to silty clay with sandy silts predominating.
Pebbles and cobbles were the most common inclusions. TFPR is 1762
fraom Cx. 37 (see Plate 13), the only context that vyielded



Figure 8a: Harris Matrix for Test Trench I.

Figure 8b: Harris Matrix for Test Trench II.



Figure 9a: Harris Matrix for Test Trench III.

Figure 9b: Harris Matrix for Test Trench IV.




Figure 10a: Harris Matrix for Test Trench V.
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Figure 10b: Harris Matrix for Test Trench VI,




diagnostic artifacts. CHMP | yielded very +ew artifacts, with 17
contexts being sterile. Only Cx. 31, 37, 44 and 45 contained
artifacts, and those from Cx. 44 and 45 {(wood fragments and
oyster shells) could have occured naturally. The finds from Cx.
31 and 37 could have derived from agricultural use of this land
surface, or may have been trodden into CMP Tt from its intertfaces
with CMP2 and CMPS5. ’

Component 2: (10 Contexts Total)

Nine Contexts +from Test Trenches I — 1V @ (Cx. 23, 26, 20,
32, 34, 42, 46, 52 and 67). UOne context from outside Test
Trenches (Cx. 14).

Interpretation: Former backyard surfaces in areas A and R.
General Description: Texture ranged from silt to silty sand with
sandy silt predominating. Febhles were the most common
inclusion, with cobbles, other rocks, coal, red brick ana mortar
fragments present in lesser amcunts. TFR 1s 1834 from Cx. 26
(see Flate 14).

Component 3: (12 Contexts Total)

Five Contexts from Test Trenches Il and 1V : (Cx. 33, 34,
57, 98 and 65). Seven contexts from outside Test Trenches (Cx.
3%, 41, 84, 88-91).

Interpretation: Features cutting Components 1 and/or 2.
.General Descripticon: Textuwe ranged from sandy silt to clay with
csandy Loams predominating. Coal fragments were the most common
inclusion, with cobbles, sand, wood, charcoat, red brick, mortar
fragments, slagq, cinders and other rocks also present in lesser
amounts. TPR is 1844 from Cx. 33 (see Flate 14&8).

‘Component 4: (146 Caontexts total, one of which subdivided!?

Eleven Contexts from Test Trenches 1 - [V and V1 @ (Cx. 22,
25, 27, 28, 35, 53-56, b6 and 99, subdivided inteo 99.01 and
99.02). Five contexts trom outside Test Trenches ((Cx. B, 2, 25,
96 and 110). ;

Interpretation: Buildings walls and foundation trenches,
cutting Component 1, 2 and/or 3. bGeneral Description: S contexts
were brick or stone walls. The textures for the other 11
contexts ranged from silty clay to sand with sandy silts
predominating. Red brick fragments were the most common
inclusions, with pebbles, cobbies, mortar and coal +fragments
present in slightly lesser amounts. TP is 1891 from LCx. 535,
which is a fragment of catety glass (see Appendix 3, The Artifact
Inventory).

Component 5: (23 Contexts Total)

Five Contexts from Test Trenches 11 — Vi: (Cxk., 21, 29, 51,
60 and 98). Eighteen conetxts outside Test Trenches: (Cx. 3-7,
11—-13, 17, 1%, 20, 24, 81-83, 108, 10% and 1123).

Interpretation: Building destruction rubbie. Generai
Description: Texture ranged from clay to coarse sand with silty
sand predominating. The most common inclusions were red brick
fragments, with mortar, stone, coal, concrete, cobbles, pebbles,
cinders, ash, shell, wood, metal, slag, ceramics, glass and



gravel in decreasing amounts. TFP2 is 1760 from Cx. 3 (see Flate
17).

Component &6: (3 Contexts Tatal)

Three Contexts from Test Trenches 111 and IV {(Cx. 40, 50 and
S2).

Interpretation: Features cutting Component 5. General
Description: Texture ranged from silty sand to sandy silt, with
sandy silt predominating. Red brick, mortar and coal +fragments
were the most common inclusions, with pebbles and cobbles present
in lesser amounts. TFPAE is 1903 from Cx. 40, although the
stratigraphic seguence indicates a date of post—1960 (see Flate
3b6).

Component 7: (13 Contexts Total) - .

Thirteen Contexts outside Test Trenches: (Cx. 1, 2, 30, 100-
107, 113 and 114).

interpretation: Farking lot surfaces and associated fills.
beneral Description: layers of asphalt, and fill ranging in
texture from gravel to silty sand with sand predominating. The
most common inclusions in the fill layers were red brick
f{ragments and pebbles, with asphalt fragments, mortar, and wood
fragments also present in lesser amounts. No finds were
recovered from Component 7, so no FFE can be given. However, the
stratigraphic sequence indicates a date of post—1960.

Component 8: (4 Contexts Total?}

One Context from Test Trench VI : (Ex. 7). Tnree contexts
from outside Test Trenches {(Cx. 10, 18 and 38). ) .

interpretation: Mized fill disturbed by backhoe, originally
derived primarily from Components 5, &4 and 7. General
Description: Texture primarily sancy silt. Red brick fragments
were the most common inclusions, with gravel, mortar, cobbles,
glass, ceramic, tile, cinders, ash, and other debris also
present. TPO is 1930 from Cx. 10 (see Flate 44). Since CMPB is
a mixture of CMPS, 6 and 7, a date of post—-i960 is indicated.

Component 9: (3 Contexts Total)

Two Contexts from Test Trench V @ (Cx. 71 and 72). One
contexts from outside Test irenches (Cxk. 85).

Interpretation: Former surfacei(s) of Love Lane. Beneral
Description: Texture ranged +rom silt to sandy silt with sandy
silt predominating. inclusions present were cobbles, pebbies,
gravel , cinders, slag, coal, and charcoal +ragments. TF& 1s
1861 from Cx. 71 (see Plate 535).

Component 10: (2 Contexts Total)
Two Contexts from Test Trench V @ (Cx. &% and &64).
Interpretation: Former backyard garden. General
Description: Texture was entirely silt. Inclusions present were
pebbles and gravel in moderate amounts. TPE i:s 1834 from Cx. 64
and &2, although the stratigraphic sequence indicates a date of
post—1861 (see Plate 57).



Component 1l1: (4 Contexts Total)

Three Contexts from Test Trench Vv @ (Cx. &1, &% and 70).
One context +rom outside Test Trenches (Cx. B&).

Interpretation: Features cutting Component 10. General
Description: Red bricks or wooden posts set in silt or concrete.
The only inclusions were nccasional pebbles. TF2 is 1879 from
Cx. 63 (see FPlate 61).

ARTlFACT FROCESSING AMD ANALYSIS

A total of 12,147 artifact fragments were recovered and
transported to the Greenhouse laboratory during the 15 days of
testing at the Pierrepont Street site. OFf these, 4,284
fragments were construction related or industrial waste materials
which were also weighed in order to use the data for comparative
purposes. For the remaining 7,863 fragments, fragment count was
used for comparative statements. The collection was cleaned,
inventoried, and labeled under the supervision of the
Conservator, in accordance with procedures developed +or
historic materials which have been recovered wet or damp, but
not water logged. The National Fark Service Material Culture
Data Base Taxonomy (see Figures 22-2Z4), was used as an aid to
data retrieval and guick computer sorting.

Ltaboratory Methodology:

The Fierrepont Street site artifacts were recovered ss the result
of archaeological testing, hence immnediate feedback was reguired
in order to justify recommendations. The structure of the
inventory was therefore expanded so that-it could function as an
analytical tool. Dwing the “coding” phase, upon remcval of
artifacts from the drying screens, observation +for several +fields
were made in addition to the usual CXNO {(Context Number) GROUF,
CLASS, MATERIAL, COMMENTS, WEIGHT and CDUNT. These additional
fields included: ' :

1) TPG - Terminus Fost duem: Earliest date of manufacture
for the most recent fragments in that specitic record.

2) REF - A bibliographic citation for every recorag which
included an assigned TPGE date.

F) TECH — A 20 character +ield where specific information
concerning the technology of a fragment could be recorded.
This field was added because it was immediately clear that
the collection contained a high proportion of late 19th
century container glass. The specific technology involved
is often implicit in the ceramic "type name" entered in the
COMMENTS +field, but this is rarely true with glase, and 1in
the case of container glass, the technology is frequantly
the basis for the assignment of a 1FQ date.



Mortar, plaster, coal, brick, slag, shell and charcoal fragments
were both weighed and 