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INTRODUCTION

‘I'he Hendrickson Strect project arca consists of all of Lots 26, 31, 51, 55, 57 and 59
as well as portions of Lots 10, 32 and 50, all on Block 8558 in the Borough of
Brooklyn. Sce Figure 1 for the location of the project arca.

The general purpose of archacological testing is (o document the presence or absence
of potential prehistoric and/or historic archacological resources through the use of
physical testing 1echniques. ‘The specilic purposc of the Hendrickson Strect westing
was to scarch for evidence of the presence or absence of prehistoric archacological
remains (Greenhouse Consuliants Inc. 1994: 12).



FIELD METHODOLOGY

‘Ihe subsurface archacological westing of the Tendrickson Strect project in Brooklyn,
New York ook place of July 21, 1994, As stated in the scope-of-work for this testing,
the technique used (o examine buricd deposits and thereby determine the presence
or ahsence of archacological resources was the mechanical excavation of trenches
followed by manual excavation of test units within the wrenches. A total of two
renches were excavated by backhoe, the results of which were closcly monitored by
archacologists. ‘This testing stratcgy was designed by the principal investigator and
approved by the stafl of the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission. Sce
Figure 2 for the location of the backhoc trenches.

‘I'he use of mechanical means of excavation expedited the removal of large quantitics
of fill. A 101al of approximatcly 2,250 cubic feet of soil was rcemoved from the
trenches, the dimensions of which were 50 feet long, 5 feet wide and 4 10 6 feet deep.

Mechanical excavation of Backhoc Trench 1, Context 4001, was halied a1 3.5 fcet
below grade when a layer inmerpreted as probable subsoil was cncountcred. An
excavation unit, Context 5001 was then kiid out in the southwest cnd of Backhoc
‘I'rench 4001. ‘This 2 feet by 4 feet unit was then manually excavated for a further 0.6
feet. Al the soil removed from Excavation Unit 5001 was screened through Yi-inch
mesh 1o assist in the recover of artifacts, as were samples from the Gl layer above in
Backhoe Trench 4001, See Plate 1 for an illustration of Excavation Unit 5001 within
Backhoce Trench 4001,

A similar process was used in Backhoe Trench 2, Context 4002. Mcchanical excavation
continued 10 5.5 leet below grade where a soil ayer interpreted as probable subsoil
was cncountered.  Excavation Unit 2, Context 5002 was Laid out within Backhoc
Trench 4002. This unit was 2 feet by 4 feet in size. Manual excavation continucd for
a further 0.6 feet. Samples of the il fayer in Backhoc Trench 4002 and all of the soil
removed from Excavation Unit 5002 were screened through Yi-inch mesh. Sce Plate
2 for an illustration of Backhoe Trench €002, including Excavatipn Unit 5002.

.
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STRATIGRAPHIC SUMMARY

Information from Backhoe Trench 4001 and Excavation Unit 5001 were combined 10
provide infornuion on the stratigraphy within and below Backhoce Trench 4001.
Three layers werc identified. ‘The top layer consisted of black asphalt and was 0.2 fect
thick. 1t is the surface of the present parking lot. Below this was the second layer,
beginning at 0.2 fect below grade and extending to 3.5 fcet below grade. 1t consisted
of brown to dark brown sandy loam with many concrete fragments, piccces of iron
pipc, and much gravel. 1t was interpreted as fill. “I'he third layer was found at 3.5 feet
below grade and cxiended 10 approximately seven feet below grade. It consisted of
yellowish red compact sandy loam with some gravel, and was interpreted as probable
subsoil. Only the 1op 0.6 feer were manually excavated. ‘The remainder was removed
by backhoe to scarch for the interface with the probable sccond layer of subsoil below.
This interface was found at approximaicly 7.1 feet below grade.

Information from Backhoe Trench 4002 and Excavation Unit 5002 was uscd to
summarize the stratigeaphy within and below Backhoe ‘I'rench 4002, As was the case
in the first trench, three layers were found. The top layer was the same: black asphalt
0.2 feet thick used as the surfice of the present parking lot. The second layer a brown
to dark brown sandy loam with many large fragments of concrete, iron pipcs, picces
of wirc and other building debris. 11 began an 0.2 {ect helow grade and ended at 5.5
feet below grade. 1t was interpreted as fill. "The third layer was found at 5.5 fcet
below grade and extended beyond the limit of excavations at 6.1 fcet below grade.
It consisted of yellowish brown sandy loam with a little gravel, and was intcrpreted as

probablc subsoil.



ARTIFACT PROCESSING AND ANALYSIS

A total of 21 items were brought back 10 the Greenhouse lahoratory f[or processing.
Nine artifacts were from Trench $001.02, ten {rom 1rench €002.02, and two from
Excavation Unit 5001.03. The items were washed in room icmperature waicr and
were placed on screens for air drying. Upon drying, the anifacts were labeled with
their site and context numbers and placed in labeled polyethylene bags with tyvek
bags to identify them.

Context 4001.02 contained a picce of bottle glass, mortar, brick, a nail, a mctal rod,
plastic and misccllancous hardware.  No ifems had any datable stylistic or
technotlogical trair.

Context 4002.02 contained bottle glass, flat glass, brick, slag and a picce of flowerpot.

One bottle wits compleie, automatic machine made, indicating twenticth century
manufacture. ‘The complete bottle and 1wo nearly complete boutles are disposables.

Context 5001.03 containcd an oyster shell and a rimsherd of white granitcware.



RESULTS

‘Two backhoe trenches were excavated as planned. Once the asphalt surface of the
parking had been removed, a layer of Gl was exposed in both locations. This fill was
3.3 feet thick in Backhoc “French 4001 and 5.3 leet thick in Backhoe Trench 4002.
‘Ihe non-returable botiles found in Biackhoe Trench 4002 indicate that this fill is of
rccent vintage, probably dating to the 1960s or 1970s. 1t was apparcently deposited to
provide a firm level surface for construction of the parking lot. Below the fill was the
third laycr, interpreted a probable subsoil. Once excavation unil was located within
cach backhoe trench, and 0.6 [cet of this layer was manually excavated in cach unit.
No prehistoric artifacts or features were found in the two units. Excavation Unit' 5001
containcd an oyster shell and one small rimsherd of historic period ceramic. No
potentially signilicant features or deposits from the historic period were found.



CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This final report documents the procedures and resulis of the archacological (csting
of the Hendrickson Strect Rezoming project, Brooklyn, New York. Bascd on this
objective ground testing, it can now be concluded that no potentially significant
prehistoric or historic archacological resources were present within the boundarics of
the project arca. We can now confidently state that additional testing is not nccessary

and no further work is recommended.
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Figure 1 Project area location shown on portion of U.S.G.5. 7.5 minute series,
Coney Island, New York-New Jersey quadrangle, 1966, photorevised

1979.
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Plate 1 View of Excavation Unit 5001 within Backhoc ‘I'rench
4001 looking northeast. Scale in 1enths of feet
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Plue 2 View of Backhoce Trench 5002, with Excavation Unit

il

5002 ncar the center of the trench, looking southwest
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CONTEXT NUMBERING AND PROVENIENCE LABELING



APPENDIX 1
CONTEXT NUMBERING AND PROVENIENCE LABELING

A field recording syslem which encompasses a variety of conditions and situations is optima! for any
archaeological project. Among these situations are the size of the project, the number of different field
techniques and the number of expected artifacts. The field recording system used was developed by
Greenhouse Consultants and was based on madifications of other accepted systems.

All contexts are numbered in the field and these numbers are applied to the artifacls. The format for
numbering is XX-9999.99 where X is alphanumeric and 9 Is numeric. The alphanumeric characters to the
left of the hyphen are the prefix. The two digits o the right of the decimal point are used only when it
is necessary to refer to strata within a context. The four digits between the prefix and decimal subdivislon

may be called the base code.

The prelix is a two character designation of the project parcel. The four digit numeric base code can be
divided into two parts; the first digit being separate from the last three. The first numeric digit indicates
the type of field technique used. The codes are as follows:

unprovenienced surface collection
provenienced surface collection
shovel tesling

trenching

excavation units

feature excavation

e LN -

The three digils following the technique code are unique for each location and are assigned sequentially.
Decimal subdivisions may be used for techniques three through six to indicate specific strala. For
example, 01-3001.02 refers to Area 1 (01), shovel test (3), number 1 (001), at the second layer (.02).



APPENDIX 2
COMPLETE ARTIFACT INVENTORY
TABLES FOR CODING MATERIAL CULTURE

Table for National Park Service Material Cullure Data Base Coding
Chart: Groups, Classes and Material

Table for Data Base Coding Chart: Groups and Classes

Table for Data Base Coding Chart: Ambiguous Items of Material
Culture



APPENDIX 2
A. Tablefor Nauanal Park Service Material Culture Data Base Cading Chart: Grougs. Classes and Materials

GRCOUPS AND CLASSES MATERIALS- COMMON UST (CLASSIFIED)

01 KITGHENGROUP 08 ACTIVITIES GROUP INGRGANIC MATERIALS ORGANIC MATERIALS
01 Qishes a1 Constuctiontools
02 Containers 42 Farm tcols CERAMIC CELLULOSIC
{3 Tableware 03 Leisure actiwties €01 Poreelain 113 Bark
04 Kitchenware 04 Fishinggear Q002 Stoneware 108 Burlap
05 - 003 Earthenware 128 Charceal
92 FAUNAL/FLORALGROUP 06 == 004 Whitewarg/irgnstana/granite 092 Cork
61 Mammalia 07 Pettery class 134 Undifferentiataaceramic Q87 Cormecn
02 Ares 02 Storage items 131 Fioerboarg/masanite
03 Regulia 09 - CLAY 085 Hemg
04 Amaghibia 10 Statle and barn 047 Clay Q11 Paper
05 Piszes 11 Miscellznegus hardware 062 Kaslin 006 Wood
09 Etbnotaunal/Zzstagical 12 Specialized activities 073 Red clay 121 Ceallulose seeds/
16 Ethnchotamical 33 Mihtary objests seedcovering
14 Heousekeening CONSTRUCTION
03 ARCHITECTURALGROUP 15 Public services 059 Brick CONSTRUCTION
071 Window glass 071 Cement 093 Asphait
02 Nails 10 PREHISTORCGRAOUP Q70 Mortar 125 Formica
03 Soikes 0 Humingand fishing aztivities 072 Paster 10% Unocleum

04 Dgord Window haraware
05 Ctner structural hargware
06 Construction materials

02 Domestic activties
03 Stoneworking
04 Weodwaorking

GLASS
013 Milkglass

102 Tarpaper

WAX
05 Owgging tools G079 Glass 076 Wax
04 FURNITURE GROUP 06 Other fapncatng of procassing 50Is 112 Siag and clinker
01 Hardware 07 Cnner generatutiily TOQHS GUM/RESIN
02 Marerials Q& Ceremcnigl & ornamental METALS 010 Aubber, elastic
03 Ligntinggevice 08 Miscellanecus 005 Tin 008 Rubber, hard
04 Decorativeturnishings 013 Silver
11 SAMPLES 021 Gold PETROCHEMICALS
05 ARMS GROUFP - Charczal samgtes fgrragincaroen 025 Cuprousmeral 073 Carbon
01 Projectiles calna 028 Farrcus alloy 095 Coal
Q2 Cartridge case ~ Flotaticn samples 029 Aluminum 048 Graphite
03 Arms accessories - light fraction 032 Steel 116 Tar
04 Gun parns - heavy frachon 034 Leag
- Soil samples 035 Chrome PROTEIN
06 CLOTHING GROUP 086 Mercury - 118 Chiun (arthrcpod, exoskeieton)
01 Agparel 98 UNSPECIFIED GROUP 136 Unditferentiated metal 106 Felt
02 Crnamentation 122 Flesh
03 Making 2na renair STONE Q16 Hair
04 Fasteners 129 Agate 117 Keratin(hcrns/fingernail/claws)
475 Asbestos 015 Leather
07 PERSONAL GACUP . 133 Chalk 107 Siik
01 Coins Q52 Chert 090 Speonge, natural
02 Keys 042 Granite 0% Wool
03 Wrning paraphernatia 046 Gravel
04 Grgoming and hygiene 109 Jet COMBINATION MATERIALS
05 Persenal crnamentation 038 Umestone 017 Bone
06 Other persondl tems 041 Martle 132 Ivory
049 Mica Q67 Pearl
08 TOBACCO PIPE GROUP 058 Qbsidtan 083 Shel
01 Kaolin pine class 057 Ochre
02 Nonkaotin gipe 068 Precious stone SYNTHETIC MATERIALS
03 Smeking accessories 053 Quartz 10} Celiulold
054 Quartzite 088 Nylon
039 Sangstone Q08 Plastic
044 ghale g;? Soap
Q40 Siate 1 Sponge, S [-]
060 Steatite 104 Symn%%c i)
043 Schist
126 Undifferentiatedstone

TEXTILE
151 Undifferantiatedtextile



o1

02

03

04

L]

o6

a7

GRCUPS ANDCLASSES

KITCHEN
01 Gighes
02 Cantalners
03 Tacleware
04 Kitchenware

FAUNAL/FLORALGROUP

01 Mammalia

02 Aves

03 Reptilia

04 Amghibia

05 Pisces

03 Otner ethnofaunal/zoological
15 Ethnobotanical

ARCHITECTURAL GROUP

01 window glass

02 Nails

03 Soikes

04 Oacrd Window hardware
035 Other Strugtural hardware
06 Constructicn materials

FURNITURE GRQUP

01 Hardware

02 Materials

03 Ugntinggevice

04 Deccrativeturnishings

ARMS GROUP

01 Projectiles

02 Cartridge case
03 Arms accessofies
04 Gun parts

CLOTHING GROUR

1 Appare!

02 Qrnamentation
03 Making and Regar
04 Fasteners

PERSONAL GROURP

01 Caoins

02 Keys

03 wnting parachernalia
04 Grooming & hygiena

05 Personal ornamentation
06 Othar personal items

SAMPLE ARTIFACTS

Plate, cup, saltcellar

Sottle glass fragments
£ating utensils

Cocking utensils, pot, kettie

Mammal

Bird

Heptile

Ampnibian

Fish

CQyster, cran, eggshelis
Seeds. nuts

Wincaw pane glass
Nails

Railrgad spikes
Daorkngk, docrhinge
fige, fireplace tiles
8rick, mortar, reofing

Handie, drawer zull, lateh
Stoveparts. ¢hair past, kedframe
Canglestick, lamp base
Flowerpct, clock parts, vase

Shot, bullets

Cartridge

Gun fints, bullet melds, powderhern
Pistol barrel, flinttock assemily

Mat, ¢Dat. scarves.glove. shoe
Beady. sequin, hatpin, feather
Thimbie, straighmin, SCissars
Buttens, snaps. buckles, sufflink

Caoins

Doceiockkeys, paciock keys

Cuill, fountainpen nik, graphite pencil
Hairbrush, razor, mirrgr, tweezers
Jewelry, ribbon, ornamentai comio
Pocketwatch, key chain. pocketknife

APPENDIX 2
B. TabieforDataBaseCoding Chart: Grouns and Classes

o]

[He}
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GROUPS ANDCLASSES

TOBACCQ PIPE GRCUP
Q1 Kaolinpipe

03 Nenkaclin pige .
06 Smoking accesscries

ACTWITIES GROUP

01 Constructiontcels
02 Farm lcols

03 Leisure acnvites
04 Fishinggear

05 =

06 -

7 Pottery class

_ 08 Storage items

10 Stavle and darn

11 Miscellaneous hardware
12 Specialized activities

13, Military objects

14 Housekeeping

15 Public services

PREHISTORIC GROUP

0% Huntingand Fishing

02 Domestic

03 Stonewcerking

04 Woodwgrking

05 Digging Tocis

Q06 Other fabricating or processing
tools

07 Other general utility 100ls

08 Ceremonial & crnamental

€9 Miscellanecus

Kaotn pipe
Corncoby pipe
Snuft tin, cuspidor, tobaccs tin, pine cleaner

Axa head, dril bit, Saw, paintarush
Hoe. rake. plowblade

Marbles, jew's harp, @oll parts
Fishhooks, sinkers, cragtrap

Indian waterjar. etfigy oot
Crock, barrel staves, sacks

Stirrup. horseshoe, rein, harness Heit
Rope, bolts, nuts, washers, chain

Buttan blanks. metaiurgic deons, saggars
Insigria, bayonets

Broom, coathanger, washboard

Sewer pipe, water pice

Projectile point, atailtl hook
Vessel, morar, pestle
Hammerstone, baton, flake, core
Celt, grooved axe

Haoe

Drill, chisel, needle

Knife, prismatic blade, chopper
Sheet, gorget, head
Function unknown



APPENDIX 2

C. Table for Data Base Coding Chart: Ambiguous ltems of Material Culture

Note: The items listed below may be ambiguous or hard to place in a taxonomic category, but as a
convention, for invenlory purposes, will be coded as follows:

Unidentified wood fragments 98 00 006
Construction wood 03 06 006
Pegs, Wood planks 03 06 006
Twigs, branches 09 16 006
Burned wood (partial) Code as wood (above) and put "burnt wood”

in the comments section

Charcoal and all small fragments
of completely burnt wood Code as charcoal

Coal o8 00 095

Slag, burned coal, vitrified
melalworking or manufacturing

by-products 98 00 112
Pantiles 03 06 003
Delft fireplace tiles, wall skirting, etc. 04 04 003
Porcelain bathroom tiles, other bathroom .
furniture (tub, toilet, etc.) 03 05 001
Chamber pol 04 02 00-
Flowerpot 04 04 002 00-
Teeth 02 - 132
Fish scales 02 09 118
Coral 04 04 119
Eggshell 02 09 118
Seeds, seed covering 02 16 121
Schist (construction) 03 06 043
Schist (unidentified) o8 00 043
Red brick 03 06 169
Yellow brick 03 06 155 .
Linoteurn 03 06 101 -
Metal hardware (probably construction) 03 06 {) ¥
Furniture hardware 04 o {)
Miscellaneous hardware (other and unidentified 09 " )
including screws, car paris)
Leather shoe parls 06 01 015
Unidentified leather scraps 98 00 0156
Leather personal items 07 0 015



Context : 4001 02

Cath Conle:
1 4001.02
8 4001.02
2 4001.02
3 4001.02
4 4001.02
5 4001.02
8 4001.02
7 4001.02
Context ; 400202
Cati Contex
10 4002.02
11 400202
12 4002 02
k] 4002.02
14 4002 .02
15 4002,02
9 4002.02
8 400202
9 4002.02
Conlen : 5001.03

Cat¥ Conigexd
18 5001.03
17 5001.03

Gp

LA

03
03

03
03
06
m

()]

2g8

Sp

m
02

02

17

04
174

d

HENDRICKSON STREET REZONING
KINGS COUNTY
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

ARTIFACT INVENTORY
Mat  Idenbly Counl Commenls Ralgtence
078 Boftile glass ]
069  Brick 1
070 Morx 1
089  Brick 2
028 Mail 1
026 Metal rod 1
028 Miscellaneous 1
hardwaie
008  Plastic 1
Subtotat = 9
Mat  Identity Count Comments Ruference
078 Flatglass 1
089  Brick 2
112 Slag 1
078 Bottle glass 1 Amber, Embossed NO DEPOSIT
NGO RETURN NQT TO BE
REFILLED
078 Botite glass 1 Complele; Amber; Screw top, Jones & Sullivan 1985:30

Automalic machine made;
Embossed: NO DEPOSIT NO

RETURN NOT 70 BE REFILLED
078  Boitle glass 1 Embossed: NO REFILL ISPOSE
OF PROPERLY 28 FL OZ,
069 Brick 1 .
003 Floweipot 1
078  Bottle glass 1 Ambor
Subltotal = 10
Mal  Kdenhly Count Comments Rateience
004  White granileware 1 Rim, Overglaze Wranster pinl red
089  Shell 1 Oysler
Sublotal = 2
Tolal = 2t

Page 1



APPENDIX 3
FIELD RECORD SHEETS
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SURVEY RECORD SHEET : Postholes, Auger holes, Shovel tests
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PROJECT = \\o \in \Lr COORDINATES
SITE ¢ SUPERVISOR ¢ EXCAVATOR ! SCREENED ? DATE @ TEST TYPE
—.B(J-Q\{.’_&A‘)‘E- ~ o~ E s, AND NO. :
hC Ay BT I SR
STRATIGRAPHY. :
LAYER DEPTH ¢ DESCRIPTION COLOR GULT, MAT. NOTES
1 o - .1 aAS ?\'\A\'\ e 1oy ca\\.vc\&\ - N
L] ,
) . 2 R lQ‘\R qu\c &r_& \q O‘ F.\\ L\:.)( \.S’.;_
2 ;l‘ “.') "g ‘? ‘\\ b&"é‘ \\U')\h k‘\—,) ‘ or\;(o':\)“'\!‘ g;:t.. '\wﬂ)f. cou-_i_\d
3
4
5 : \
~ | N

* Give depths relative to ground surface

_ General Notes :

(Note If cult. matsrial retained, and if soil samples are taken.)
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SURVEY RECORD SHEET : Postholes, Auger holes, Shovel tests
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* Glve depths relative to ground surface

General Notes : (Note If cult, material retained, and if soil samples are taken,)
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SURVEY RECORD SHEET : Pastholes, Auger holes, Shovel tests

PROJECT : \\_o_wﬁr\u\:bbﬁ

COORDINATES :

SITE : SUPERVISOR ¢ EXCAVATOR @ SCREENED 1 DATE ¢ TEST TYPE
) ‘ T AT AND NO. :
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SURVEY RECORD SHEET : Postholes, Auger holes, Shovel tests

COORDINATES :

PROJECT :  Non ey
SITE ! SUPERVISOR } EXCAVATOR i SCREENED 1 DATE ¢ TEST TYPE
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* Glve depths relative to ground surface
General Notes : {Note If eult. materlal retalned, and if soil samples are taken.)
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