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INTRODUCTION

The Hendrickson Strcct project area consists of all of Lots 26, 31, 51, 55, 57 and 59
as well as portions of Lots 10, 32 and 50, all on Block 8558 in the Borough of
Brooklyn. See Figure 1 for the locanon of the project area,

The gencml purpose of archacological tcstlng is 10 document the presence or absence
of potential prehistoric and/or historic archaeological resources through the use of
physical tesling techniques. The spcciflc purpose of the Hendrickson Street testing
was to search for evidence of the presence or absence of prehistoric archaeological
remains (Greenhouse Consultants Inc. 1994: 12).
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fiELD METHODOLOGY

The subsurface archucologlcal testing of the Ilcndrickson Street project in Brooklyn,
New York took place of )uly 21, 1994. A....stated in the scope-of-work for this testing,
the technique used to examine buried deposits and thereby determine the presence
or absence of archaeological resources was the mechanical cxcavarlon of trenches
followed by manual excavation of test units within the trenches. A total of two
trenches were excavated by backhoe, the results of which were closely monitored by
archaeologists. This testing strategy Wi'S designed by the principal investigator and
approved by the staff of the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission. See
Figure 2 for the location of the backhoe trenches.

The use of mechanical means or cxcnvaiton expedited the removal of large quantities
of fill. A total of approximately 2,250 cubic feet of soil was removed from the
trenches, the dimensions of which were 50 feet long, 5 feel wide and 4 to 6 feel deep.

Mechanical excavation of Backhoe Trench I, Context .:iOOI, was halted at 3.5 feet
below grade when " layer interpreted as probable subsoil W,IS encountered. An
excavation unit, Context 500 I W,IS then laid oUI in the southwest end of Backhoe
Trench 400 I. This 2 feet hy.:{ Icct unit was then manually excavated for a further 0.6
feel. All the soil removed from Excavation Unit 5001 wasscreened through l/.f-inch
mesh to assist in the recover of .lflifacts, as were samples from the Illl layer above in
Backhoe Trench 400 I. Sec Plate 1 lor an illustration of Excavation Unit 5001 within
Backhoe Trench ·W01.

A simllar process was used in Backhoe Trench 2, Context -W02. Mechanical excavation
continued to 5.5 teet helow ~r'lde where a soil layer interpreted as probable subsoil
W<lS encountered. Excavation Unit 2, Context 5002 W,IS laid out within Bllckhoe
Trench 4002. This unit was 2 feet hy 4 Icct in size. Manual excavation continued for
it further 0.6 feel. Samples of the fill layer in Backhoe Trench .f002 and all of the soil
removed [rom Excavation Unit 5002 were screened through 'II-inch mesh. Sec Plate
2 for an illustration of B,lckhoe Trench 4002, including Excavation Unit 500Z.
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STRATIGRAI)I-IIC SUMMARY

Inlormauou from Bm:khoe Trench ,WOl and Excavation Unit 500 I were combined to
provide information on the srraugraphy within and helow B4lckhoe Trench 4001.
Three layers were identified. The top layer consisted of black asphalt and was 0.2 feet
thick. It is the surface of the present parking lot. Below this W,IS the second layer,
beginning at 0.2 feet helow grade ,1I1dextending to 3.5 feet helow grade, It consisted
of brown to dark brown sandy 10:101 with many concrete Iragmcrus, pieces of iron
pipe, and much gravel. It W,IS Interpreted as fill. The third layer was found at 3.5 feel
below grade and extended 10 approximately seven feet below grade. It consisted of
yellowish red compact sandy 10:101 with some gravel, and was interpreted as probable
subsoil. Only the top 0.6 feet were manually excavated. The remainder was removed
by backhoe to search lor the interface with the probable second layer of subsoil helow.
This interface was Iound 011 approximately 7. I feet below grade.

Information from Backhoe Trench 4002 and Excavation Unit 5002 was used to
summarize the stratigraphy within and below B,lckhoe Trench 4002. Ao;was the case
in the first trench, three layers were found. The top layer was the same: black asphalt
0.2 feet thick used as the surface of the present parking lot. The second layer a brown
to dark brown salllly loam with many large Iragmcnts of concrete, iron pipes, pieces
of wire and other huilding debris, 11began at 0.2 leer below gf<lde and ended at 5.5
feet below grade. It was interpreted as Illl. The third layer was found at 5.5 feel
below grade and extended heyond the limit of excavations ,11 6.1 feet below grade.
It consisted of yellowish hrown sandy loam with a llu lc gmvd, and W:1S interpreted as
probable suhsoiL
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ARTIfACT PROCESSING AND ANALYSIS

A total of 21 items were brought hack to the Greenhouse laboratory for processing.
Nine artifacts were from Trench 4001.02, ten from Trench 4002.02, and two from
Excavation Unit 5001.03. The items were washed in room temperature water and
were placed on screens for alr drying. Upon drying, the artifacts were labelcd with
their site and context numbers and placed in labeled polyethylene bags with tyvck
bags to identify them.

Context 400] .02 contained a piece of boule glass, mortar, brick, a nail, a metal rod,
plastic and miscellaneous hardware. No items had any datable stylistic or
technological trait.

Context 4002.02 contained hottle glass, Hat glass, brick, slag and a piece of flowerpot.
One honle was complete, automatic machine made, tndlcaung twentieth century
manufacture. The complete hon1c and two nearly complete boulcs arc disposables.

Context son 1.03 contained an oyster shell and a rimsherd of white graniteware.
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RESULTS

Two backhoe trenches were excavated ,IS planned. Once the asphalt surface of the
parking had been removed, a layer of fill was exposed in hoth locations. This 011was
3.3 feet thick in n:lckhoc Trench 400 I and 5.3 ICCI thick in Backhoe Trench 4002.
The non-returnable bottles found in n'Kkhoe Trench 4002 indicate that this fill is of
recent vintage, probably d.ning co the 1960s or 1970s. It was apparently deposited to
provide a Ilrm level surface Ior construction of the parking lot. Below the fill was the
third layer, interpreted a probable subsoil. Once excavation unh W.IS located within
each backhoe trench, and 0.6 feet of this layer was manually excavated ,in cad'. unit.
No prehistoric artifacts or features were found in the IWO units. Excavatlnn Uni~5001
contained an oyster shell and one small rirnshcrd of historic period ceramic. No
potentially signillcant features or deposits from the historic period were found.
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This final report documents the procedures and results of the arcbucological testing
of the Hendrickson Street Ikzonin); project, Brooklyn, New York. Based on this
ohjective ground testing, it can now he concluded that no potentially significant
prehistoric or historic archacologtcal resources were present within the boundaries of
the project area. We COll1 now confidently state that additiotl<lltesling is not necessary
and no funhcr work is recommended.

+;- .
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Figure 1 Project area location shown on portion of U.5.G.S. 7.5 minute series,
Coney Island, New York-New Jersey quadrangle, 1966, photorevised
1979.
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Plate 1 View of Excavalion LJnil 50n"1 wh hi n Backhoe Trench
4001 looking no n hcasr. Scale in tenths or feet
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I Plate 2

I
View of lsuckhoc Trench 5()()2, wit h Excavation l In it
5002 near the center of the rrcnch, looking sornhwcst
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CONTEXT NUMBERING AND PROVENIENCE LABELING
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APPENDIX 1
CONTEXT NUMBERING AND PROVENIENCE LABELING

A field recording system which encompasses a variety of conditions and situations Is optimal for any
archaeological project. Among these sltuatlons are the size of the project, the number of different field
techniques and the number of expected arthacts. The field recording system used was developed by
Greenhouse Consultants and was based on modifications of other accepted systems.

All contexts are numbered In the field and these numbers are applied to the artifacts. The format for
numbering is XX-9999.99 where X is alphanumeric and 9 is numeric. The alphanumeric characters to the
left of the hyphen are the prallx, The two digits to the right of the decimal point are used only when It
is necessary to refer to strata within a context. The four digits belween the prefix and decimal subdivision
may be called the base code.

The prefix is a two character designation of the project parcel. The four digit numeric base code can be
divided Into two parts; the first digit being separate from the last three. The first numeric digit indicates
the type of field technique used. The codes are as follows:

1. unprovenienced surface collection
2. provenienced surface collection
3. shovel lesting
4. lrenching
5. excavation units
6. feature excavation

The three digils following the technique code are unique for each location and are assigned sequentially.
Decimal subdivisions may be used for techniques three through six to indicate specific strata. For
example. 01-3001.02 refers to Area 1 (01). shovel test (3), number 1 (001), at the second layer (.02).
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APPENDIX 2

COMPLETE ARTIFACT INVENTORY

TABLES FOR CODING MATERIAL CULTURE

A. Table for National Park Service Malerial Cullure Data Base Coding
Chart: Groups. Classes and Material

B.
c.

Table for Data Base Coding Chart: Groups and Classes

Table for Data Base Coding Chart: Ambiguous Items of Material
Culture
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APPENDIX 2

A. Tabletor National Park 5erlli~e Malerial Cullure Oata Base Coding Chart: Graucs. Classes and Malerials

GROUPS AND CLASSES

01 KITCHENGROUP 09 ACTiVITIES GROUP
01 Dishes 01 Construction 10015

02 Containers 02 Farm teots
03 Ta~leware 03 Leisure activiltes
04 KitcMnware 04 Fishinggear

05
02 FAUNAljFLORALGP,OUP 06

01 Mammalia 07 Pcttery class
02 Ares oe Storage Items
03 ReoUlia 09
04 Ampnibia 10 Stacie and barn
05 Pisces 11 Miscellaneous hardware
09 Elhnofaul\al/Z~ological 12 5g~cia~lzed a.::tiv~tle$
16 Ethncllomn'C31 13 M,hl.:Jry Objects

14- Hcusekeeping
03 ARCHITECTURALGROUP ,S PuClic services

01 WindOw glass
02 Nalls 10 "AEHISTORICGROUP
03 SOlkes 01 Huntingand fishing activities
04 Door a. WindOw hardware 02 Oomestic act'l/llies
05 Otlier sltucturalli3rdwa.re 03 Stone working
06 ConslrucTlon malerials 04 WCOdworking

05 D,gging 10015

04 FURNITURE G;:l,OUP 06 OIlier faot1CaMg or orocess'ng 10015

01 Haraware 07 OIl'ler generaluT,hlYtOols
02 MaterialS De Cerem onial a. ornamenTal
03 Ugnting device 09 Miscellaneous
04 Decorativefurnish,ngs

11 SAMPI..E5
as ARMS GROUP - Charcoal samoles rcrracrccare on

01 ProjeCtiles eaune
02 Cartridge case FIOISlicn samcree
03 Arms accessories - light fraction
04 Gun pans - heavy IraC[lon

- Soil samples
06 CLOTHING GROUP

01 Ae~arel 98 UNSPECIFIEO GROUP
02 Ornamentation
03 Making ,na recair
04 Fasteners

07 PERSONAL GROUP
01 CoihS
02 Keys
03 Writing para~hernalia
04 Grcomlllg ana hygiene
05 Personal crnamel\lalion
06 Other personal items

08 TOBACCO PIPE GROUP
01 Kaolin pice class
02 Nonkaolln elpe
03 SmOking accessories

- - - -- -
MATEAIALS- COMMON UST(CLA5SIFIEDI

INORGANIC MATEP,IALS ORGANIC MATERIALS

CE::lAMIC
C01 ~rcelain
002 Sloneware
003 Earthehware
004 Whileware/ironstone/graMe
134 UnCllfferentlateOCeram'c

CLAY
047 Clay
062 Kaolin
079 ReClclay

CONSTRUCTiON
aS9 Brick
071 Cemenl
070 Mortar
072 Plaster

GLASS
013 Milk glass
07~ Glass
"2 Slag and clin'er

METALS
COS Tin
013 Silver
021 Gold
0.5 cecreus metal
02e. Ferreus alloy
029 Aluminum
032 Steel
034 Lesd
035 Chrome
096 Mercury
136 Undifferentiated metal

STONE
129 Agale
075 AsbestOS
133 Chalk
052 Chert
042 Granite
0.:6 Gravel
109 Jet
036 Umestone
041 Mar~le
049 Mica
058 Ollsldlan
057 Ochre
068 Pfeclous slone
053 Ouartt
054 O\Jartl:lte
039 Sandslone
044 Snale
040 Slate
060 Steatite
043 Schist
126 Undlfferent'atedstone

CELLULOSIC
"5 Bark
108 Burla~
12a Cliarcoal
092 Cork
OB7 Cotten
131 Fiberboard/masonite
oes Hemp
Oll Pacer
006 WOOd
121 Cellulose seedsl

seed coverlng

.........

CONSTRUCTiON
093 Asphalt
125 Formica
101 Unoleum
102 Tarpa~er

WAX
076 WaJ<

GUM/RESIN
0'0 Rubber, elastic
009 RUbber, hard

PETROCHEMICALS
073 Carbon
095 Coal
048 Graphite
116 Tar

PROTEIN
1I8 Ch,tin (arthropod. exoskeleton)
106 Felt
122 Flesh
016 Halr
117 Keratin (lietlls/flngemall/claWS)
015 Lea1tler
107 Silk
090 Sponge. natural
105 WOOl

.r

COMBINAnON MATERIALS
017 Bone
132 Ivory
067 Pearl
089 Shell

SYNTHETiC MATERIALS
103 Celluloid
068 Nylon
OOB Plas!lc
077 Soap
091 Sponge, synll\e1lc:
104 Syn1hetlc:

TE)ITlLE
'5 I Undifferentlatedtextlle
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B. Tatllefor Qata Base Coding Chart: Groups and Classes

GROUPSANOCLASSES

01 KITCHEN SAMPLE ARTIFACTS
01 Dishes Plate. CUP.salt cellar
02 Containers Bottle glass rragments
03 raeieware Eating utensil '0
04 Kitcnenware COOking utensils. pot. kenle

02 FAUNA~FLORAlGROUP
01 Mammalia Mammal
02 Aves Bird
03 Reptilia Repr,le
04 Amohitlia Ampnitllan
05 Pisces Fish
09 Olher ethnofaunal/zaologieal Oyster, cran, egg S!'lens
16 E:nnobotanical Seeds. nuts

03 ARCHITECTURAL GROUP
01 Window glass WindOW pane glass
02 Nails Nails
03 SOlkes RaIlroad spikes
04 Ooord. Window harClware Doorknob. oocr!'linge
OS Olner Structural nardware Pipe. fireplace tiles
06 Constructlcn materials Brick, mortar. roo«ng

04 FURNITURE GROUP
01 Hardware HanClle.drawer ;:ulI. latcn
02 Materials Stoveparts. ena" part. bedftame
03 ligntlng Clevice Candlestick. lamp base
04 De-.:oratlveturnishlngs FlowerpOI. clack parts. vase

05 ARMS GROUP
01 ProjeCldeS Shot. bullets
02 Cartridge case Cartridge
OJ Arms accessories Gun Minls. bullet melds. ccwcemcrn
04 Gun parts Pistol barrel. Minllock assembly

06 CLOTHING GROUP
01 Apparel Hal, coal. scarves. glove. shoe
02 Ornamentation Beads. sequin. hatpin. reather
OJ Making and Repair Thimble. stra,ghlpin. scissors
04 Fasteners Butter'ls, snaps. buckles. cufflink

07 PERSONAL GROUP
01 Coins Coins
02 Keys OoorlOCkkeys, paolock keys ·1
03 W"ting Ilaraonernalia Ouill, rOuntalnpan nib. graphite pencil
04 Groo mir'lg & hygiene Hairb rush, razor. mirror. tweezers
05 PersOl'lal ornamentation Jewelry. ribbon, ornamental comb
06 OlMr personal items Pocketwatch. key chain. pocketknife

.l-

GAOUPS AND CLASSES

OB TOBACCO PIP': GEQUP
01 Kaolin pipe
OS Nonkaolin pipe
06 SmOking accesscnes

OS ACn\llTlE5 GROUP
01 ccnstrucnon tools
02 Farm tools
03 Leisure SCllvitles
04 Fishinggesr
as
06
07 Ponery etas s
OB Storage items
09
10 Stacie ana barn
11 Miscellaneous hardware
12 Speclall2;ed activities
13 MilitarY objects
14 Housekeeping
15 Public services

10 PREHISTORIC GROUP
01 Hunting ana Fishing
02 DomestiC
03 Stone working
04 Woodworking
OS Digging Tools
06 Otner fabricating or processing

tools
07 Otner general utility toots
OB Ceremonial d. ornamental
09 Miscellaneous

- - --

Kaolin pipe
Corncob pipe
Snuff tin. cusoider, tab acco tin. cioe cleaner

Axe head. anll bit. saw. palnlerush
Hoe. rake. plowblaae
Marbles. jew's harp, eon carts
Fish hOOkS. sinkers. crao trap

Indian wate~ar. effigy COt
Crock. barrel staves, sacks

Stirrup. nersesnce. rein, harness belt
Rope. bolts. nuts. washers. chain
Button tllanks.metallurglc oeo" s, saggars
Insignia. tlayonets
Broom. ccatnanqer. wasneoard
Sewer pipll. water pice

Projectile paint, atarn heok
Vessel. mortar, pestle
Ham merstone, baton. Make. core
Celt, grooved axe
Hee
D<1I1.Chisel, needle

Knife. prismatic blade. choeper
Sheet. gorget, tl ead
Function unknown
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APPENDIX 2

C. Table for Data Base Coding Chart: Ambiguous Items of Material Culture

Note: The items listed below may be ambiguous or hard to place in a taxonomic category. but as a
convention, for inventory purposes, will be coded as rollows:

Unidentified wood fragments 98 00 006
Construction wood 03 06 006
Pegs. Wood planks 03 06 006
Twigs. branches 09 16 006
Burned wood (partial) Code as wood (above) and put "burnt wood"

in the comments section
Charcoal and all small traqrnents
of completely burnt wood Code as charcoal

Coal 98 00 095
Slag. burned coal, vitriried
melalworking or manufacturing
by-products 98 00 112

Pantiles 03 06 003
Delft fireplace liles, wall skirting. etc, 04 04 003
Porcelain bathroom tiles. other bathroom
furniture (tub, toilet, etc.) 03 05 001

Chamber pot 04 02 00-

Flowerpot 04 04 00200-

Teeth 02 132
Fish scales 02 09 118
Coral 04 04 119
Eggshell 02 09 119
Seeds. seed covering 02 16 121

Schist (construction) 03 06 043
Schist (unidentified) 98 00 043

Red brick 03 06 169
Yellow brick 03 06 155 .; .

linoleum 03 06 101 .
~,

Metal hardware (probably construction)
",

03 06 () l-

Furniture hardware 04 01 ()
Miscellaneous hardware (orher and unidentified 09 11 ( )

Including screws. car parts)

Leather shoe parts 06 01 015
Unidentified teather scraps 98 00 015
Leather personal items 07 0 015
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HENDRICKSON STREET REZONING
KINGS COUNTY Page 1

BROOKLYN. NEW YORK
ARTIFACT INVENTORY

Conlelll; ~

gj!! Conle'" !il! g ~ ldenl,lV Counl Comments Relg.ence B!nlI!

1 400.02 01 02 078 Bollie glass •
18 4001.02 03 06 069 Btic~ I

2 4001.02 03 06 070 Moria. I

3 4001.02 03 06 069 Brick 2

4 4001.02 03 02 028 Nail 1

5 4001.02 09 11 028 Melal iod 1

8 4001.02 09 11 028 Mi'Sc:ellaneous 1
IIardwa••

7 4001,02 09 11 008 Plaslic

Subtotal = 9

CO,,'e"'; 400202

Calli Conle!! SiI! g M!! Idenlity Counl Commenls Relerenee B!nlI!

10 4002.02 03 01 078 Flal glass 1

11 400202 03 06 069 Brick 2
12 400202 {l6 00 112 Slag I

13 4002.02 01 02 078 Bollie glass I Amber. Embos..... · NO DEPOSIT
NO RETURN NOT TO BE
REFILLED

14 4002.02 01 02 0711 Bolli. glass COmplele; Ambe': SC'ew top, Jones & Sullivan 1935:39 1904·
AulQmabc m8ehin~made;
Embossed: NO DEPOSIT NO
RETURN NOT TO BE REFILLED

15 4002.02 01 02 078 80111.glass Embossed: NO REFILL DISPOSE
OF PROPERLY 28 n, OZ

19 4002.02 03 06 069 B'ick
6 4002.02 04 04 003 FIowe'poI
9 4002.02 01 02 078 eollie glass Ambo,.

Sublalal = 10

Conk"': ~

~ Conle" QI! g ~ k1enl'!Y ~ Commenls R.ference

18 5001,03 01 01 004 While Il.antlewale Rim: Ovetll!""e Iransler pronlred

17 500103 02 09 089 Shell Oysler

Sublolal = 2

Telal '" 21

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

I
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I
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APPENDIX 3

FIELD RECORD SHEETS
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SURVEY RECORD SHEET Postholes, Auger holes. Shovel tests

PROJECT : \\Q.V"'\r.\\ \t ~c'V{l
COORD INA TE5 .: .

SITE: SUPERVISOR: EXCAVATOR: SCREENED 1 DATE: TEST TYPE

\\L l)o.c.:.\:..."',)-Il.... '\ ., ,-'l. \-"\".\ AND NO. :

.L\ '1\~ \

STRATIGRAPHY. :

LAYER. DEPTH • DESCRIPTION COLOR. ~ULT.MAT. NOTES

Q~"~\-\ ./ . ".~
Cb\\,{)c..~<\ ...
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