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INTRODUCTION
As part of a continuing effort to revitalize the

downtown neighborhoods of Brooklyn and create low-rise
housing within close proximity to mass transit, New York
City's Public Development corporation has entered into an
agreement with Rose Associates to undertake an extensive
mixed-use development at both the Atlantic Terminal site
and the Brooklyn Center site. Preliminary plans for the
twenty-four acre Atlantic terminal site include office
buildings, low-rise housing, two new parks, a large super-
market, a multiplex cinema and a 1,OO~ car garage. The
Brooklyn Center site, which is one -block north of the
Atlantaic Terminal parcel and is bounded by Fla~bush Ave-
nue, Fulton Street, and Lafayette Street, has a potential
of 500,000 to 1.2 million square feet of office space.
These parcels fall within the Atlantic Terminal and
Brooklyn Center Urban Renewal Areas. {fig.l)

As a function of the normative city review process for
land use applications, the New York City Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission has requested an archaeological assess-
ment of these two subject parcels. An assessment of the
project sites' potential archaeological resources will
enable the Commission to determine the presence/absence and
degree of impact on these resources by the proPQsed demoli-
tion and construction activities. Archaeological res-
ources.are finite and non-renewable and the optimum time to
assess their siqnificance and organize for recovery or
preservation is in the initial stages of project planning.

~ .T.l;.earea of the sites has- been. a part of r.tajor
transportation routes through time. Both Bolton's Indian
Paths in the Great r·1etropolisand Indian r,ife of Long Ago
in the City of New York and Fur~anls Antiquities of LOnql
Island refer to major Indian trails and paths traversing
the subject parcels. During the earliest colonial days
this portion of Brooklyn formed part of the southern
boundary of the settled village; and, the ~ain north-south
link of the western end of the island famed what was to
become, in later years, the Flatbush Turnpike. Atlantic
Avenue became the center of Long Island I s earliest rail-
road endeavors and has recained in the forefront of rail
activity well into the twentieth century. This Atlantic
and Flatbush Avenue transportation hub now hosts eight
different subway lines. _
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Residential neighborhoods, public facilities, and
cOMnercial enterprises developed within this transpor-
tation hub and along the vital connector routes. Two
historic districts and individual landnark sites within

·the proposed area of iMpact now serve as re~inders of the
past vitality of this area. (fig_ 2 and fig. 3)

The following rerort docunents the available evidence
pertinent to the presence and significance of archaeo-
logical resources on the Atlantic Terninal and Brooklyn
Center sites. An assessment of the properties during the
prehistoric period is addressed initially and is followed
by an in-depth historical review. The su,.,naryof ex-
tensive research of naps, histories, and archives covers
all of the events, places, and people. of significance
Mentioned in the docUMentary record and from/of which any
material renains night be expected to substantially
contribute to the archaeological record and thus to our
knowledge of past lifeways. Not only have we assessed the
significance of potential archaeological resources within
the sites, but also the likelihood that the integrity of
these significant resources has survived nineteenth and
twentieth century activities.
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PREHISTORIC

The present knowledge and understanding of the Native
Ame~icans of coastal New York is derived from three
sources: (1) ethnographic reports: (2) Indian artifact
collections: and (3) archaeological investigations. The
following outline of aboriginal lifeways within the region
of the Atlantic Terminal and Brooklyn Center Urban Renewal
Areas will depend upon these three sources and will be
discussed in respective order.

Daniel Denton IS c.1660 treatise on the Indians of
Long Island details the culture encountered by seventeenth
century Dutch and English adventurers and settlers:

To say sonethLnq of the Indians, there is now
but few upon the Island, and those few no ways
hurtful but rather serviceable to the English,
and it is to be adnired, how strangely they have
decreast by the Hand of God, since the English
first setling of those parts; for since my tine,
where there were six towns, they are reduced to
two small villages, and it hath been generally
observed, that where the English co~e to settle,
a Divine Hand ~akes way for the~, "by re~oving or
cutting off the Indians either by Wars one with
the other, or by acme raging r.tortalDisease.

They live principally by Hunting, Fowling,
and Fishing: their Wives' being the Husbandr.1en
to till the Land, and plant their corn.

~he rneat~they live most upon is Fish, Fowl,
and Venison: they eat like wise Polecats,
Skunks, Racoon, Possum, Turtles, and the like.

They build small ~oveable ~ents, which they
remove two or three tiI:lesa year, having their
principal quarters where they plant their Corn:
their Hunting quarters, and their Fishing
quarters: Their Recreations are chiefly Foot-
ball and Cards, at which they will play away all
they have, excepting a Flap to cover their
nakedness: They are great lovers of strong
drink, yet do not care for drinking, unless they
have enough to make thenselves drunk; and if
there be so many in their Company, that there
is not sufficient to make thee all drunk, they
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usually select so nany out of their Conpany,
proportionable to the quantity of drink, and the
rest must be spectators.

':'heir noney is Made of a Periwinkle shell
of which there is black and white, riade ouch
like unto beads, and put upon strings. (Denton,
p. 45)

According to naps made prior to 1640 Indians were
occupying, at the least, four long houses in the Kings
County area. These houses, reportedly occupied during the
colder seasons, were located on naps in the following
vicinities: (1)Flatlandsi (2) the present location of
Borough Hall: (3) Indian Pond at Bay Parkway and King r s
Highway; and, (4) Fort Hamilton. (Indian ~rails of Kings
County, compiled by F. B. Cropsey, p. 9) One chronicler of
the nid-seventeenth century, VanderI:'onck, reported that
Indian "castles n (seeningly denotes a fortified village)
were located on steep, high hills, near a strea~ or river.
(Baugher-Perlin, 1982, p. 11) By Denton's date of
recording, c. 1660, the west end of Long Island hosted
four or five Dutch towns and twelve Engl ish towns in
addi tion to villages and f arm houses. (Denton, p. 40)
~hese Dutch and English settlenents were situated in part
on property obtained by the West India Company (5/10/1640)
fro~ the great chief Penhawitz, the head of the Canarsee
tribe. (Stiles, 1867-9, p. 29) ~he Canarsee Indians were
a strong western Long Island tribe of the Metoac or
Matouwas Confederacy. (Solecki, 1982, p. 97) '.:'he
principal site and headquarters of the Indian population
was Canarsie, a na~e which still appears on the city ~ap
in Flatbush. The village and planting fields extended
inland fror.'l the present Canarsie Beach Park as far as
Avenue J where it centered on East 92nd Street. (Lopez
and Wisniewski, 1978, p, 208) By the tiMe of European
arrival in New York harbor the native Ar.1ericans of this
geographic area were part of the Delaware culture and
speaking a Munsee dialect of the Eastern Algonquian
language.

The earliest report of Indian artifact collecting
cones fror.'l Cabriel Furr.1anr s recollections in the early
nineteenth century (c. 1824-38). FUrMan recorded (in the
year 1826) finds fron the highest sandy barren hill in
Brooklyn (seventy feet) that included a deeply buried
henlock board and an oyster and clan shell nidden.
(Fuman, 1874, p. 74) 'l'here are additional early
references to II Immense shell heaps" in Brooklyn, located
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at Canarsie, Flatlands, Bergen Island, and at 37th Street
near Third Ave. In 1837 a cache of stone and flint
blades, enough to fill na wagon Loadlt was found at the
_.Narrows. (Lopez and l'lisniewski, 1978, p. 208) Reginald
Bol t.cn, a New Yorker with keen interest in the Native
Anerican past, spent innuMerable hours in the first part
of this century verifying the locations of earlier reports
of Indian sites. Writing in 1934, Bolton reported
locating Furnan's sandy hill site, which included pre-
historic cera~ics, projectile points, a tobacco pipe and
pipe fragnents, in the central part of Brooklyn, south--
Southeast of the project parcels. As can be seen on
Bolton's nap of "Indian Sites in the Borough of Brooklyn"
(fig. 4) there are no specific sites listed for the two
project parcels. However, the close proxini ty of site
nunbers 67 and 117 should be noted. Bolton's acco~panying
notes on these two sites are as follows:

67. WERPOSAt Hoyt and Baltic Streets, Brooklyn,
there was once a site having the sane nane as
the village on Manhattan Island which was
abandoned by the natives upon the sale of that
island, and this place may have been in part
their refuge.

117. MARECHAWIKSupposed to have been an iMportant
village, in which the local sachen nade his
hone, situated at Callatin Place and Eln Place,
Brooklyn •

According to Bolton's findings and interpretations
that he correlated with other "observers", at the tine of
European arrival the Native ~ericans had large tracts of
upland fields in corn cultivation but their living and
camping activities were concentrated along the shore and
watercourses. 7hese early twentieth century collectors
were conf ident that probably all the "chLe f pl aces of
residence of the one-tine owners of the "councy" had been
identified. Bo1ton stated that the "interior area was
destitute of occupied stations, owing to the absence of
watercourses. n (Bolton, 1922, p, 130) "What is lacking,
however, in regard to the native stations, is conpensated
by the existence of considerable defi~ite inforMation on
the subject of native pathways. Records fortunately
exist, by which the nain Indian trails are identified with
the King t s highways and other old roadways which became
the successors of native paths, so that their actual
course is now traceable, and their systenatic purpose
becones recognizable. If (i,bid., pp. 130-131) A study of
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these re-discovered prehistoric pathways indicates that
the nain paths on Long Island connected together and led
to what is now considered Brooklyn, converging at a point
opposite the southern end of the island of r-:tanhattan.
'(Bolton, 1934, p. 62; fig. 5) The naLn Indian path on
Long Island con~enced at the shore in the area later used
for the Fulton Ferry landing and followed southward the
line of the present Cadnan plaza. It~he path following our
present Fulton street, turned southeast at the Municipal
Building, near which point the Old Red Hook lane branched
off and led by a side path to the settlenent at Werpos.

Near the intersection of Nevins street with Ful ton
street the nain pathway has now hecone Flatbush avenue, as
it turned southward. On its way over the range of hills
on which Prospect park is situated, the present Flatbush
avenue is laid out somewhat to the west of the course of
the old path. It diverged east of the avenue at Hanon
place [sic.), crossing Atlantic avenue at Fort Greene
place. A't this point two important branches set off west
and east." (Bolton, 1922, pp. 141-142; fig. 6)

I

It is often possible to gather Lnf orraatLon on past
activities and also the locus of these activities f ror-
collectors of Indian artifacts. The whereabouts of the
early Indian artifact collections nentioned above is, in
nost part, unknown. As laMented by Lopez and Wisniewski,
nAt one time there were undoubtedly nunerous aboriginal
sites in Kings County on the western end of Long Island in
coastal New York, especially along the shoreline of the
East River, the Narrows, Cowanus Bay and the bays of
Gravesend, Ja~aica and Sheepshead. Today, however, Kings
County, better known as Brooklyn, fOrr:ts part of the husy
skyscraper netropolis of Greater MewYork City. Not only
are the sites gone, but renaining to us is not even a
single site report, only a few place references here and
there in the early literature. It (Lopez and Wisniewski,
1978, p. 208) Research therefore must , in part, depend
upon collections and info~ation gathered cefore the
urbanization of Kings County. The largest archaeological
collection of Kings County ~aterial (1,241 catalogue
entries) was purchased fro~ the collector, Willian Wallace
Tooker, of Sag Harbor, by the DepartMent of Ethnology
of the ~~useu,., of the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and
Sciences in 1901. (Curlin, (th~)r-~useur.lSof the Brooklyn
Institute of Arts ann Sciences, 1905, p. 19) 7he Brooklyn
Museun exchanged this collection with the t-tuseumof the
AMerican Indian in April of 1960. (Ira Jacknis, Research
Associate, ~he Brooklyn rtuseur.l, personal conr-un.Lca tLon,
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11/30/84) The Museun of the Anerican Indian has not
naintained the collection as one unit but the artifacts
are still with the P.eye Foundation. According to Robert
Grunat, Research Associate with the Foundation, the Tooker
Co~lection naterial represents, in the vast ~ajority,
aboriginal activity fron the eastern portions of Long
Island. (Personal connunication, 5/22/1985) ~he Huseun
of American History does have ten drawers of Indian
artifacts fron Long Island but these pieces are not frOM
the central Brooklyn area but are fron the Ryders site and
the Gravesend site. Ben DuBose of Brooklyn has a col-
lection of artifacts found in this century but his
artifacts are fron the southern portion of Erooklyn
(Canarsie)• Inquiries of Dr. Fred vlinters, a professor of
archaeology at Brooklyn College and an archaeologist
active in Brooklyn for the past ten years, revealed no
further knowledge of Indian artifact collections within
close proxinity to the subject parcels. (Dr. Fred
Winters, personal con~unication, 5/22/1985)

Over the past thirty years New York archaeologists
have studied the collections listed above and have also
excavated and interpreted newly discovered sites to arrive
at a consensus of when the first people arrived in the
southern New York area and how, through tine, they
patterned their lifeways. (e.g., Ritchie, 1973 and 1980;
Saxon, 1973; C. Snith, 1950; Ceci, 1980) Even though we
know that Paleo-Indians, hunters of big gane, were the
first inhabitants of southern New York approxinately
10,000 12,000 years ago, evidence of these first
inhabitants is often very difficult to locate archaeo-
logically because the sea level rise since that ti~e
period has inundated the coastal site~. (Saxon, 1973, p.
202) However, it is possible to identify the probabLe
locations of upland Paleo-Indian sites through research
done by Leonard Eisenberg. Fe has identified three
geographic locations preferred by then:

(1) "lowland waterside canps near coniferous swanps
and near larger rivers;

(2) upland bluff camps in areas where ceciduous
trees doninated;

( 3 ) ridge-top canps,
doninated. " (as
p. 33)

also where deciduous
described in Rutsch,

trees
1983,
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The Early Archaic Stage {c. 9,000 years ago} followed
the Paleo-Indian Stage in the Long Island area and is
represented· by nune rous smaLl , nearly always nulti-
co~ponent sites, variously situated on tidal inlets,
coves, and bays. By the late Archaic Stage {a,OOO - 6,000
years ago}, the exploitation of shellfish resources was in
full force~ the coastal shell Middens still found today
are a testa~ent to this activity. Within the southern sub
area of New York State, there is evidence of a tran-
sitional culture between the Archaiq and Woodland Stages.
Substantial sized sites of the Snook Kill Phase of this
transitional stage have been located by archaeologists on
high sandy river terraces. Although n~erous snaIl car.tps
did exist during this period, relatively little use was
~ade of inland sites.

·By approxiI!lately3,000 years ago, the Late Woodland
Stage, which is noted for occupation sites on knolls or
well-drained terraces in close proxi~ity to a water
resource, had begun. According to the archaeological
record, Early Woodland/Middlesex Phase sites have l:een
most often discovered during sand and gravel nining
operations that were located near a lake or river
(Ritchie, 1980, p. 201) and Late Woodland sites are
usually found on the wsecond rise of ground above streans
or covesw and on wwell-drained sites.~ (ibid., pp. 264-
265) ~he woodland Stage is associated with the intro-
duction of hand for~ed c lay vessels and, by the tit:1eof
European record-keeping in the New York area, naize
cultivation.

There is no doubt that prehistoric peoples could have
exploited the resources of what is now considered the
downtown Brooklyn area. It is known that aboriginal
activities were centered, to a great extent, on coastal and
riverine locations. However, ethnographic reports and a
few collections are from upland, interior sites not unlike
the development project area. According to prior research
and interpretation, the Atlantic Terminal and Brooklyn
Center Urban Renewal Areas were most likely used for maize
cultivation fields during the time just before and just
after the arrival of Europeans. Also, according to the
records, the project area was traversed by the major Indian
pathways. The site topography and the distance from a
natural water source indicates that there should not be a
major prehistoric component within the project site. The
significance of aboriginal pathways is testified to by the
continued use of the pre-European routes of travel.
Howev~r, even the extended use of a pathway would not
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necessarily yield a concentration and/or pattern of
artifacts within and along the pathway that would be
detectable archaeologically and/or considered archaeo-
lp~ically significant. And, the history of accidental and
purposeful earth novi nq activities within the sites and
the adjoining roads and streets over the past 250 years
indicates a low probability of locating a prehistoric
archaeological cOr.lponentthrough field work.
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HISTORICAl.DOCUHEN'l'A':'ImT

As a result of their prowess during the Age of
Exploration, the Dutch acquired what is now the New York'
area early in the 17th century and called it New Nether-
lands. A 1621 grant fron the States-Ceneral, the govern-
ing body of the Netherlands, gave adr.tinistrativecontrol
of the territory to the Dutch West India corapany, There
is SOMe difference of opinion anonq historians as to the
first land transaction on what is now Brooklyn, in the
western section of Long Island, (fig. 7) but it was
probably a 1636 purchase of a huge tract fran the Indians
by Wouter Van Twiller, Director of the colony, and sane
associates. (Ment, 1979, p. 12) Another purchase in 1636
was of 930 acres by ~'r." Adrianense Bennet and Jacques
Bentyn fran the Indians at "Cowanus." (Stiles, 1867-9,
p. 23) Other transactions, either by private purchasers
or under the aegis of Director Willur.lKieft, followed
quickly until Most of the Indian lands on the west end of
Long Island had been sold off fran the native Anericans to
the Dutch by c. 1640. However, intense utilization of the
land by Europeans was delayed by Indian/white agitation
until after 1645.

The Dutch West India Company had the power to grant
their newly acquired lands to individuals if they so
chose. A sJrlal1settlel":'lentdeveloped at the site of a
ferry service to Hew AMsterdan (~!anhattan) in the niddle
of sane of these land tracts called patents. There was a
second tier of patents to the rear of the waterfront ones,
and on then was established the "village" as opposed to
the "ferry" section. (Stiles, 1867-9, p. 87) This
village was located approxina tely where Borough Hall is
today. The whole area was called Brujkleen or Breuckelen
(which neans "free loan" since the early colonists could
"own" land for a quit-rent of one tenth of their produce
after ten years) and was chartered in 1646.

There were five other towns which together forned
King's county and which today make up the Borough of
Brooklyn. (fig. 8) ':'hetern "Town" is sonewhat nis-
leading: in reality western Long Island consistec of
placid farnland sparsely inhabited by a few hundred souls,
principally of Dutch or English origin. It nade little
difference to the citizens' way of life when English rule
superseded Dutch (though, of course, Breuckelen recane
Brookland) in 1664.
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The project area lies approximately one and a half to
two miles inland and in a southeasterly direction from the
ferry landing (today's Fulton Ferry at the foot of the
B~ooklyn Bridge) about halfway between the East River shore
"and the settlement .ofBedford near the Flatbush line. The
land of the Brooklyn Center and Atlantic Avenue Terminal
sites was outside the 1646 charted village, but inclUded in
the 1657 "Town" boundaries. (fig.8) The acreage ofthe
proposed project fans out north from an intersection
where the road from the ferry split; one branch continued
on to Jamaica (Queens) while the other went to Flatbush. A
third road turned toward Gowanus. (fig. 9) These meander-
ing roads, straightened, regulated, or re-routed in the
second quarter of the 19th century (Dikeman,1870,p.42)
generally followed routes of old Indian paths which the
white settlers improved and widened. (Bolton, 1922,p. 140;
fig. 5) As described in the previous section the main road
from inland to the shore had originally been a principal
Indian trail which was subsequently "widened into a wagon
road, known as the Ferry Road." (Hazelton, 1924, p. 53)
It was laid out in 1704 as a king's highway into Jamaica
and Flatbush.

Except for the road network, the land now designated
as the Atlantic Terminal and Brooklyn Center Urban Renewal
Areas was part of a large holding among the "second tier"
of patents mentioned above and granted to "Gerrit Wolphert-
sen (Van Couwenhoven) in 1647, fronting on the main road
leading through the original settlement of Breuckelen, from
Flatbush to 'The Ferry. 'II (Stiles, 1867-9, p. 87) The
1874 Beers' Farm Line Map (located in the Long Island
Historical Society) shows two other farm parcels, but
Couwenhoven was the original owner of the entire terri-
tory. Today's street plan does not, of course, fit neatly
over earlier land use patterns, but the blocks that now lie
approximatelY north of Hanson and west of South Portland
were purchased by Tredwell Jackson from Couwenhoven's heirs
in 1798 and remained in the Jackson estate until the
mid-nineteenth century. (fig. 6) But another tract noted

-on the Beers' map as "St. Felix" was not purchased by John
R. St. Felix until 1833. The only part of that estate (St.
Felix) in the study area is a very small triangle where
Fulton intersects with Flatbush.

For over a century before the American Revolution the
settlement was typical of any rural crossroads in a farming
area; cultivated fields on either side of the road with a
tavern and a few dwellings with their attendant out-
buildings clustered near the intersection and a few others
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sparsely scattered along the Brooklyn to JaMaica road (as
shown on G. Hayward's Plan of the Village of Brooklyn and
Part of Long Island in 1766. tTegative of a print fro~
f.1cCloskey'5 ~!anual of 1864 in the NeW' York Historical
Society). By the end of the eighteenth.century a tollgate
had been placed on the road, transforned into a turnpike,
to extract suns fron travelers for the upkeep of the road.

The Revolution aroused little passion anongst Brook-
landers in interior sections, Most of WhOM were of Dutch
descent. However, one of the most iMportant early
engageMents of the war took place in Brooklyn in August of
1776 in which Washington deftly evacuated his troops to
t1anhattan under cover of night rather than face annihi-
lation at the hands of Ceneral HO\ie and his English and
Hessian troops. The Battle of Brooklyn led to seven years
of British military occupation. "For the farners of Kings
County, profits frOM sales of produce and supplies to the
occupation forces were balanced by the expense and in-
convenience of conpu1sory billeting of troops, the loss of
valuable timber cut to serve the British arMy's needs, and
occasional theft and disorder froM roving bands of
privateers." (Ment, 1979, p. 24)

Whether or not there was that kind of iMpact on the
project area during the war is unknown, but it did have
sane exciteMent during the actual Battle of Brooklyn. ~he
inner line of shore defenses set up by the Americans ran
fron tiallabout Eay to Cowanus (see figs. 9, 10 and 11.
Approxinate location of ATUM noted by a star on each),
but they were outflanked by the British arny whose path is
shown on the naps. A stop nade by the British as they
reached the Janacia Road was at Baiker's ~avern (naned on
fig. 12, V in the project area. An-enlarger:tent of fig.
10.) (Hazelton, 1924, p. 53) There was no actual fighting
in the vicinity, however.

The last two decades of the 18th century and the
first tW'oof the 19th saw nodest but steady growth in the
village surrounding the ferry, especially after the
establishnent of regular sceam ferry service to and f ron
Hanhattan in 1814, but; very little change in the pre-
doni.nantIy agricultural character of the outlying areas.
Henry Stiles, in his History of King's county, painted a
verbal picture of the project area. (The sites he
described are shown on fig. .13, but it must be kept in
nind that these locations cannot be precisely pinpointed.)
On the Jar.taicaturnpike was the "est.at,eof John Jackson,
[heir of Tredwe11 Jackson] ••• His residence was located
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on the north-east corner of the present l:avy street
[Rockwell] and Lafayette avenue, while back on the line of
Rayr'londstreet [Ashland] and Lafayette avenue, were his
.barns, stables and gardens.n (Stiles, 1867-9, p. 134) 7he
toll gate on the turnpike "stood a little south of the
present Hanson place, and about seventy-five feet west of
St. Felix street. So~e one hundred and fifty yards to the
southward of the toll-gate stood the old John Cowenhoven
house, a large heavy building of the Dutch type, with
hu~p-backed roof, shaded by enormous willows and fronting
south. Its location nay be described as being on the west
of Fort Creene place, about one hundred and sixty feet
north of Atlantic avenue, and with its gable on the
Flatbush turnpike; it was pulled down only a few years
since."

"About two hundred feet south of the Cowenhoven house
stood ~er's tavern, associated with the battle of
Brooklyn, a~ b=elng-£liepoint at which the long flanking-
march of the British army finally ended on that day. A
fine view of this building, Dore lately known as the old
Bull's Head tavern, will be found in the Brooklyn Corpo-
ration ~1anual for 1867." (ibid., p, 135) It is possihle
that the view he mentions is the one shown in figure 14.

The only' other structure in the vicinity was a s~al1
house "near the junction of the Flatbush and Jamaica
roads, now Elliott place and Atlantic avenue." (ibid.,
p. 135) Somewhat later in tine 1825 the above
~entioned location, expanded to twenty-five acres, becane
the site of Mr. Andre Par~entier's dwelling and "extensive
horticultural garden" until his death in 1830 after which
his widow was obliged to dispose of the grounds which were
"out; up into building-lots and streets. n (ibid., p, 135)

':'heenorrnous growth of l!ew York City in the early
19th century clearly affectec all of its neighbors. As
noted above, stea~ ferry service between Brooklyn and
Manhattan was established in 1814 which really gave
impetus to the growth of Brooklyn in earnest. It stinu-
lated the exchange of goods and services on a regular and
dependable basis as well as suggesting the possibility of
parts of the village being developed residentially as
"bedroon" cor.munities for l1anhattan busLneaanen , ?he
village forn of governnent became inadequate and in 1834
Brooklyn obtained a city charter fron the state legis-
lature. David r-'entsees the period between 1:834and 1865
as "an age of transition fron a snaIl but active village
to a substantial urban ,center." (Ment, 1979, p. 37)
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Change in the project area attests to the accuracy of that
stateMent. That change is not easy to follow with
exactitude; for instance, docunents and rtaps are often
drawn up on one date but filed, thus beconing official, on
another. Future projections as well as past anachronisMs
are recorded on naps , Complex real estate deals as well
as house nunber, lot nucber, block nucber, street nace and
location changes surely seened logical and easily accoo-
modated at the t~e, but they present the researcher with
a bewildering array of puzzle pieces to fit into place.

An example both of the change occurring in the project
area and the puzzle-iike quality some of it had is repre-
sented by the 1839 Map of the City of Brooklyn shewing all
the Streets and Avenues as Permanently Fixed wuth the Size
of the Blocks. Different Properties and owners Names by
Alexander Martin, City Surveyor (viewed at the New York
Historical Society), which is popularly referred to as the
1839 Grid Plan. One important order of business for the
newly formed City of Brooklyn was street improvement. An
1835 street regularization (under Chapter 132 of Laws of
1835 printed in Dikeman, 1870,p.42) was mandated which
often meant re-routing of important thoroughfares - among
them the Flatbush and Jamaica Turnpikes. The new placement
of these important arteries was shown on the 1839 plan as
well as a grid plan imposed on a large portion of the
city. (The old roads in relation to the new grid plan is
shown on the Farm Line Plan. fig.G.) When these changes
were actually accomplished, however, is a different matter,
for the ATURA was still in an inchoate stage of urbani-
zation until as late as 1855 despite the grandiose visions
of city planners.

Some examples of the t~e lag between conceptu-
alization and actualization are: of the North-South
streets laid out on the 1839 grid plan, all but navy
(Rockwell) and Raymond (Ashland) existed only on paper.
Atlantic extended only as far as about 5th Ave. in 1835;
in fact, it was not until 1845 that the Snith Estate heirs
ceded the land for its expansion fro~ Ft. Greene Place to
Cle.rI:Iont.(Topographic Index, Brooklyn Borough Hall) A
booklet entitled In the Shadow of the Myrtle Avenue EL
quoted the BrOOklyn Eagle newspaper as saying that even in
1841, Fulton St. was a country road beyond City Hall.

Still further confimation of the undeveloped nature
of ATURA at r.'!id-centuryis found in the Brooklyn City
Directories which, for the years 1840-41 listed each block
and named its inhabitants. Of the North/South streets,
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only Navy (Rockwell) is present. In 1840 there were two
people listed on that street between Lafayette and Fulton;
in 1841 there were eight hones or shops. Mr. Jackson,
shown on Lafayette, is the only person before Ray~ond St.
'(Ashland) which is the last cross street. On the other
streets there 'were only these listings: 1840 - Sylvanius
B.~er· s T.a.-.v:.e.;)1_~J=,..1;J1~~j¥fl~ti?~.,2~Fulton with ~tiantic
[s~c - Fulton apparently J.S st~ll Iocated~'on ~the~'old route
and after the intersection is called Jal!1aica Turnpike].
The only listings on Atlantic end before the toll gate
·which is the last thing on the street - which coincides
with its placeI:'lent on figure 13 as being between the
present 4th and 5th Avenues. (Also confi~ed by At-
lantic I s 1835 teroinus at 5th Ave.). The 1841 listings
probably ~ean the s~e thing as those of 1840 though they
were worded differently:

Fulton - ~rE side between Havy and Jar.\aica ':'urnpike

J. Cowenhoven- Fulton n[ear] ~oll Cate

J.I. Cowenhoven- Fulton n[ear] ~oll Gate

Sylvanius Baker, tavern.

It is also interesting to note how little difference
the introduction of rail service in 1836 aade to the
project area in its first years of operation. A charter
had been granted in 1832 to the Brooklyn and .ramadca
Railroad to operate a steaJ:'l railroad; the link between the
ferry and Jarnaica was opened in April of 1836. ccrament;s
by Stiles suggest why the iJ:'Ipact of this new Method of
transportation was originally so slight. (One should
refer to the picture of the Bull' s Read Tavern (fig. 14)
ancLnote the s_t;_ear.'l_.engine.lnJ~~e ~xtrerne left corner - and
this is almost a decade after rail service began.) "But
al though this road was a great advance on all previous
modes of locomotion, its value, as a r.teans of local
travel, was 1ioited to the iI':'lt1ediate Vicinity of the
street through which it passed, and it served even this
need i.r.tperfect1y. It is not to be supposed that it had
attained to the efficiency of the railways of the present
day. The best locomotive in this country at that tiJ:'le,
seldor.! exceeded a speed of twelv~ Miles an hour, and, the
Long Island Railroad, having no competition to fear, was
not then, nor for ~any years subsequently, equipped in the
best ~anner. More than twenty years later, in its passage
through Atlantic avenue, an active boy or Man found no
difficulty in keeping up \lith its express trains for two
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or three niles. As to its local support, in its route
through Kings County, it was much less valuable than a
horse railroad would have been." (Stiles, 1867-9, p. 420)

"There was a settle~ent of noderate extent, near the
present junction of Flatbush and Atlantic avenues ••• " adds
Stiles (ibid., p. 420) and ~oving forward in tine, maps of
1850 (DriPFs, fig. 15) and 1855 (Perris) show ru.ni.nal
change froM c. 1836. However, the study area was poised
on the threshold of urbanization after two centuries of
bucolic solitude. The change was occasioned in part by
the explosive growth of NewYork City which had by the
early 1830s already affected other parts of Brooklyn -
especially the ferry district and Wil1iansburg. And such
was the nagnitude of the economf.c boon with its ooncor--
nitant in~ustrialization, shipping/dock expansion, and
innigration, that the push out to the More renote sections
was inevitable. During this ~id-century period, the
astonishing growth which catapulted Brooklyn into the
position of the third largest city in the United States in
1860 Utent, 1979, p. 38) necessitated the creation of a
reservoir systeM, underground gas facilities, the ex-
pansion of the Fire and Police Departnents, and the
establishflent of such anenities as ceneteries, parks and
cultural institutions.

Coing back to the railroad, which by all rights
should have been the ~ajor travel ~ode facilitating this
expansion, this statenent was r:'lade in an April, 1984
publication celebrating one hundred and fifty years of
rail service by the Long I sland Railroad: "In 1859, The
City of Brooklyn, bowing to pressure in the for~ of
petitions and editorials, banned the use of stean loco-
natives on public streets. The underlying reason for the
ban is unknown, but pedestrian fatalities, and traffic
congestion, noise and cr ir:te undoubted 1y played a role. n

[Undoubted1y!] "The line to Brooklyn becane a horsecar
operation until the Locomcz Lve ban was lifted in 1877."
(LIRR, 1984, p, 3) David Ment, writing a century later
than Henry Stiles, agreed with the latter about the
inportance of these horse cars or horse railways which
were introduced to Brooklyn in 1854 by the Brooklyn City
Railroad COMpany. "A forty passenger coach, placed on
relatively snooth, relatively frictionless railway tracks,
could be pulled through the city streets by a pair of
horses. Operated along a fixed route, on a published
schedule, and at a uniforn fare, the horsecar provided -
at least in theory - a predictable neans of transpor-
tation. Although not very ..fast, it offered an alternative
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to walking especially in inclenent weather, and ~ade
possible the developnent of residential neighborhoods
extending two or three niles fran City PalL " (t1ent,

_.1979,p. 48)
Several years prior to the arrival of the horsecars,

the heirs to the Jackson estate apparently realized what
the future held and began nselling off part of their
'ho~esteadl in building lots in 1849. ~he lots were the
25 by 100 feet then standard for new houses and fronted on
newly laid out Portland Avenue and Hanpden Street {now'
South Elliot Place)." (Historic Fort Greene, 1973, p. IV-
3) Descriptions of the areas contained in the Brooklyn
Acadeny of ['!usic(BAr.!)and Fort Creene national Register
of Historic Places Inventory-Nonination Forns apply to all
of the A7URA site as it existed in the second half of the
19th century except for blocks 2001, & 2106 and the
southern portions of the blocks fronting on Atlantic
Avenue from Fort Greene Place to Carlton which will be
discussed below. (fig. 16) nThe buildings •.•forf"l a
honogeneous architectural ensenble reflecting •••the
developnent of residential architecture during the
twenty-five year period c. 1855-1880. As is typical of
Brooklyn's nineteenth-century residential neighborhoods,
the houses •••are prinarily three-and four-story row
houses. Most are brick or brownstone-fronted resi-
dences •••The ~ajority of these houses were built on
speculation to house the burgeoning Middle-class popu-
lation then moving to the city of Brooklyn fran New York
City and surrounding areas." (Fort Creene No~ination
Forn) fig. (13, 17, 18) graphically depict both typical
residential block layout and the change brought by
increasing urbanization/connercialization.

~he project area also contains a nUMber of 19th and
early 20th century structures built as adjuncts to the
residences. For exaMple, there are two notable churches:
the Hanson Place M.E. Church erected in 1872 and the
Hanson Place Baptist Church which was dedicated in 1860.
The Brooklyn Acadeny of Music was conpleted in 1908, and
Brooklyn's skyscraper, the Williansburgh Savings Bank, was
finished in 1929. (Figure 19 shows these buildings as
they now exist.) 7he latter two structures reflect a new
stage of developnent. "The real estate naps reveal a
change in the type of building going on, as they show
brownstones giving way to ~ulti-story and ~ore comnercial
structures," such as the YHCA in 1915. "By 1929 we find
stores and apartnent houses interspersed with private
hones." (Historic Fort Cr~ene, 1973, p. 1II-9)
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The 19305 brought More change. A creeping urban
decay began to set in due to the depression plus the rise
of suburbs which beckoned far.liliesfror.!their now elderly

..buildings out to pleasant grassy plots with detached
homes, The row houses becane boarding houses or nulti-
unit dwellings with ,low rents/prices which attracted more
econoJ:licallydisadvantaged inhabitants than the previous
generations. They. had little money for building upkeep
and much of the study area had fallen on very hard times
by the 1940s and 50s fror.!which it is just beginning to
emerge.

Blocks 2106 and 2001 and the southern portions of the
blocks fronting on Atlantic Avenue from Fort Greene Place
to Carlton exhibited different growth and use character-
istics than the rest of the project area. This difference
is undoubtedly due to their locations along ~portant
transportation routes. Block 2106, at the intersection of
Fulton and Flatbush, was once part of the St. Felix and
the Jackson estates and its development, beginning in the
second quarter of the 19th century has always been con-
nercial. Figure 20, which shows the intersection of
Fulton and DeKalb, a block away, is representative of how
·the junction of Fulton and Flatbush looked at that tir.1e.
According to. Stiles, there was a minstrel hall on the
corner of Fulton and Flatbush which "was a large frace
building, and was first altered into a theatre by Welch
and Hughes in 1872." But it was torn down and a fine new
brick ediface erected in 1880. It was called the I'Music
Hall," and was "used for concerts and lectures." (Stiles,
1967-9, p. 1124) A parcel the s~e size as the Music naIl
hosts a furniture store in 1911, and various other
coc~ercial enterprises, including a theatre, fill the
block. (fig. 18) Today it is an unsightly r.tix of com-:
cercial, institutional and vacane lots.

Block 2001 was part of the Couwenhoven patent and was
the site of the family home until mid-19th century when the
regularization of Atlantic and Flatbush Avenues much as
they are today was actually accomplished and division and
sale of the property took place. On May 21~1873~ a bill
was passed to issue bonds of $150~000 for building the
Thirteenth Regiment Armory~ and on July 23 of that year,
the cornerstone was laid at Hanson Place and Flatbush
Ave. (See figs.13 & 21 forlocation and photo) The 1880
Bromley Atlas shows most of the rest of the block given
over to the LIRR for terminal and depots. This probably
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happened in the r.1id-70s when the railroad was allowed to
operate stean engines along the Atlantic Avenue route for
the first til':1e since 1859. (fig. 22) nPlanning for the
elinination of street operation probably began at this
time. ':'he resulting •Atlantic Avenue Inprovel'lent Act of
1898' created the' elevated structure/underground tunnel
and terninal still in use. ~he inprovenent was cOl':1pleted
in 1905.n (LIRR, Along the Track, 1984, p. 3) This was a
mass Ive undertaking involving enornous emount s of earth-
mov.inq as illustrated by. two photographs of the actual
construction (figs. 23 & 24) and four diagrams showing the'
extent of the conplex (figs. 25 through 28, courtesy of
the new York City Transit Authority.) The new terminal
oorapLex was ir.lpressive, indeed, as can be seen frol':l two
photographs. (figs. 29 & 30) (One taken before 1929 and
the other afterwards as one can tell frol':l the presence of
the Williansburgh Bank.)

A I':leat packing industry grew up around this transpor-
tation hub, both in Block 2001 and along Atlantic Avenue
between Fort Creene Place and South Portlan<'l. (fig. 18)
By 1974, it had beCOMean undesirable presence. n':'he Fort
Greene Heat r1arket blights and congests Fort Greene Place
and South Elliot Place, but will relocate out of the Urban
Renewal Area ••• n (NYCHDA,1975, p. 22) And again, nthe
Fort Greene Meat Market will leave Atlantic Terninal when
the new $24 million l':1eat distribution center is cOr.lpleted
in early 1975. The obsolete buildings in Atlantic
Terninal will then be del':1olished.n (ibid., p. 5)

Brooklyn Building Departnent Index cards show the
demolition of a nunber of structures in the fleat Market
area in 1978. Also denolished sonetine since 1975 was the
Rabinowitz Warehouse which stood behind the 'terninal
building. The southern extreni ties of the' blocks: along
Atlantic fron South Portland to Clermont nay have been
occupied by blacks, though the evidence as to exactly
when, where, and how extensive as presented in HIS':'ORIC
FORTGREENEis sOMewhat vague. In describing the ethnic
diversity of the Ft. Creene area, the 1890 Federal Census
is quoted as stating that in the blocks bounded by
Lafayette and Atlantic, South Portland and Washington
Streets nthe buildings were principally private dwellings,
with some t.enenent.s inhabited by a SMall colored popu-
lation.n (Historic Fort Greene, 1973, p. III-8) The
authors of the chapter go on to say nLi.ttle_is_knqwn_aQ..9~u_t__
Fort CreeIle~s~f,ir,s,t~ ..black_popu!..a t!pwn.•_._.~~1;J'l._~Sch~ipe~ .~!1
-Negr_or1e.c_c.a_w,r.i,t~Jt__tha,t_by_l~60 t~~ bl~ckpop,-:lation, of
~rooklyn was_concentrateq,~in~t:w~~or.rmuf1·~1:i"es;wi th-'53'~3%
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1i:v:ing_i.!l the._ Bor.ou.9h_Hal.l/..Eort.__Creene. _area18 •••By_18.~0
"according, _to_,Scheiner"the_~].~~ge r;1ajorify of _Brookly~~.!.
black popuLat.Lon ~)'Jyed_--,south. and eas t along. Atl_all~ic
AV~," J,)_eg;~Il!n9_.e;q~r~"dF..ox:tCre~ne. If (ibid., p, III-a)
':'he anna ta tion -fo r footnote 18 cites Scheine r •s book,
Negro Hecca, A History;' of the negro in rtew York City,
1865-1920, and connents that "Scheiner defines the area as
•southward and eastward fror.1 the navy Yard to and along
Atlantic Avenue to the western border of Bedford-
Stuyvesant.'" (ibid., p. 1II-8)
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CONCLUSIONS

A preliMinary assesSMent of the data gathered on the
·A7URA sites suggested several research topics for
investigation. First, there is the possibility of Indian
renains. As discussed above, prehistoric peoples did
travel along pathways that traversed the project sites.
And it is probable that approxinately four' hundred years
ago the project area hosted Maize/bean/squash fields. It
is even possible that a smaLl, tenporary habitation site
was in the project area at an unknown pre-European tine.
After the arrival of the Dutch and English farr:tersand
nerchants the project area experienced a series of road
gradings, the construction and denolition of hones and
businesses, and the installation of a rail and subway
systen that undoubtedly disturbed to a great extent any
prehistoric resources that nay have been extant at one
tine. Therefore, we believe that, while the odd artifact
J:layturn up during construction activity, the possibli ty
of retrieving significant findings about early Native
AJ:lericanlifeways is renote.

Another general research topic is the reflection of
activity of the Anerican Revolution. In 1978 a gold
Hessian cap plate was found by Professor Ralph Solecki of
Colunbia University in a sewer cut on Fulton Street near
the East River at 9-13 feet below street level. As
Solecki pointed out, the helnet provided Rone of the few
pieces of tangible evidence that such forces were actually
here in Brooklyn. n (Deneritt & Solecki, 1980, p , 276)
Figure 9 shows that the continuation of Fulton Street as
it led inland and was called the Brooklyn and Janaica Road
was the route the British array took during the Battle of
Brooklyn. That route led through the project area, though
the exact location cannot be decerrai.nedon today I snap.
Also, there was no encampment., no battle, no prison -
nothing that would suggest a definite locus for study.
Thus it night be the case that a noteworthy artifact such
as the Hessian helr.et ~ight be accidentally found;
however, the docunent.ary record sLmpIy will not support
the validity of reconr.:endingsubsurface testing to look
for artifactual Materials of the Revolutionary War era on
the A7URA site.
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As for the period from the colonial era through the
first half of the 19th century when the area became
urbanized, there are three candidates in the docur.tentary
. record for archaeological resources. Fir.s:e-i:s-the-Jacks.on"",
~J:l!lw...>complex.Stiles r stater:tent of its location concurs
with that shown on a map of liThe Jackson Estateft Witil the
notation IICopied and made to conform to the uniform scale
adopted by the Cor.tr:tissioners of Records, 1897." (fig. 31)
Arrow shows approxir.tate position of the hcmesLce, Con-
veyance Records - Portfolio .of Copied Maps Vol. 10, p•. 11)
A similar time frame appli~s to the Couwenhovenhor.testead
and outbuildings located near the intersection of Fort
Creene Place and Atlantic Ave. as shown by the arrow on
fig. 32. (Conveyance Records - Portfolio of Copied Maps,
Vol. 10, p. 7, IICouwenhovenEstate, 1844.") I~-i~-~ead~~~
.appa·rent-when~ one.-scrut-i:n·i:zes-land···tusage- s·ince__c.,.-,1850
that there "is· nc.. chance .._th_a~.. any meaningfu 1 portion of
the.!t~~~t~.s~.couldhave surv:ii.e~ .thebuildi-ng of 'sitrtfets
~nd~=struc:turel:i,the lay~ing- o~·_··utJ.li.ty;·n.nes,,-.: ancr':-th~
excavation for the Atlantic Terrn~pal.

. All docur.tentary references to the tavern nentioned
several times previously were carefully co~pared in order
to deteroine its exact location. It is shown on one nap
of the Battle of Brooklyn as being quite near the inter-
section of Flatbush Road and the Erooklyn Jar.laica ad.
(fig.12) The intersection once existed in the Froject area.
Both aaz~lton and stiles mention its role during the
battle as a stopping place for British troops and Stiles
described its location in relation to the r.lid-19th century
street plan (See page 12 of this report) which would
p..!ac:~it on about the _corner_...:.o.f.. present day Atlantic and
Fort- ~Creehe-"':P'lace:-In the 1840-41 City Directories, a
tavern is operated by Sylvanius Baker (a descendant of the
Revolutionary Baker?) at what seems to be the same spot
(Page 13 of this report) Stiles also cor.n~ented that the
name of the tavern was changed to the "Bull's Head," but
we cannot be sure when that happened. An 1845 ftviewft
shows the Bull's Head at the corner of Flatbush with what
may well be the Couwenhoven hone close by. (fig. 14)

Still another reference is nade to it in a Brooklyn
Eagle publication. nThe Bullis H~ad Tavern of Flatbush,
just above the Music Hall". was some distance out of town
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in these days, and it was patronized nostly by fa~ers who
came to make use of the hay scales in front. I~t=.was=:t.9rI'l.._
down. about- -the nidd-le'-'of - thisc:-.century-and -.houses ....erected,
on_=-its_si,te';" (Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1983, p , 76) And
-finally, there is a "Hap of the Couwenhoven Estate in
1844 n by Silas LudlaM which accompan i ed the record of a
land transfer of Lot 376 froM the Couwenhoven estate to
Sylvanus Baker on l-lay 29, 1844. (fig. 32) Lot 376 is
next to Lot 449, a five sided parcel that evidently was
the site of the tavern. Obv.iously_the_par.t-=_of the
pr9per:ty=-that-extended· into ..At.J~nt.tc Avenue .\o{ou").~.~have
bE;Le.n_obliterated by the .1898-1905 Atlantic Terr:lina'l• - ....-. -- - .... ~ .... ""=--~..~---'--.:;..._ =- -~~~:..... ',. _ ,,' " .._" ~ -l. ... .~_'l.. ,_ •

proJecL-wh-1ch made a deep cUJ~Below Atlant1c. Avenu-e for
,the tunnel. As-for t.hlL.op..9];'tipnof the lot 'whichwas' on
block 2002.,_we. know it was replaced by otherbiiildi"ngs-by
abou~.I:1id-_cen.tury• (St. Louis Dressed Beef and Arr.lour
Packing Co. occupied buildings on that corner in 1911 -
fig. 18) There--are no structures-on-the site at present,
all having been der.tolished and the area apparently
ley:~l~~. (See Photos) If, between the tir.le the tavern
was torn down and the Modern deno l I tion, there was only
one generation of buildings on the site and if they had
shallow foundations and base~ents, and if their der.lolition
had not been acco~panied by excavation, it is just
possible that SOMema t.e r iaI zeraa Lns - such as truncated
wells or privies - of the tavern might survive. However,
even -that possibility .has been destroyed. by' construction
ci"c;:.tivi,ty.·in . the ,1ate ,_seven.ties-a.ccording to -Hardy Adasko
of.--;-.the.,NYC Public nevelopnentCorporation • (Personal
comnun ica tion, r-tay, 1985) c:::-.A ..widening of, -the hhroa t of- the
tunnel, with the .subsu rfaceve ree so-ld to -the ·LIRR,-effec-
tively-:-lopped--of~f-·the'--southwest- cornerc of. Block- 2002,,-.For,t
C,;-,gene_.."."and--c-Atla·ntict: where. ·,the- remaining". portion--of-. the
tavern would have~been. (fig. 33)

The study of neighborhoods is valuable to urban
archaeologists interested in research topics such as
status variability, consunption patterns, ethnici ty,
assinilation, and the effects of industrialization and
urbanization. Fortunately, the presence of two historic
districts adjacent to the A~URA sites will protect
archaeological resources for future investigations of late
,19th and early 20th century neighborhoods.
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nRoads are networks which bind people and con~unities
together, reflecting the trade and transportation patterns
of the regions they serve. They also influence the
settlecent patterns of people, co~erce and industry. For
these reasons, roads should not be treated merely as
adjuncts to other human endeavors, but as distinct'
entities worthy of study in their own right." (Kirkorian
and Zeranski, 1981, p. 1) That statement surely applies
to the ATURA area situated as it is by what were oajor
arteries since prehistoric times. However, any remnants
of these original thoroughfares were long ago eradicated
by the inexorable spread o~ urbanization.

within the past decade there has been a great deal of
interest and archaeological research on cultural groups
frequently cut out of the docUI:1entaryhistory. Archaeo-
logy offers the exciting prospect of obtaining an
independent source of data on Minorities separate from'
written records that were in the main produced by a ruling
oajority.. (Schuyler, 1980, p, viii) Weeksville,
Brooklyn I s first Black community located in the neigh-
boring Bedford-Stuyvesant section of Erooklyn, has' been
exaoined in depth by historians and archaeologists.
(Salwen and Bridges, 1980, p. 38) Another ~id-nineteenth
century Black cOmr:lunity,Sandy Ground, located in Staten
Island, was studied by Or. Robert Schuyler in the
seventies. (Schuyler, 1980, p. 52) The Bla~_ connunity
that--,~~:!-!~~.Ln the _ prqje~t _ area in the r.lrd'==to--late 7
nin~teenth .~~ntury wa~ not ~s long lived as the two above g
~t"19r"-ed-'~coi:ti:ltinities. Ethp.icity researcli in this project
area does not seeo to be warranted.

Industrial archaeologists are interested in every
phase of railroad building, operation, and equipment.
The procedures and technology used to build the Atlantic
~venue Terminal complex from 1898 to 1905 are well docu-
mented in the written record. A tunnel under Atlantic Ave.
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fron about FUrMan Street to Court or Boerum Street was
huilt by the r~IRR in 1844 and closed off in 1861. Its
rediscovery in 1979 has engendered' a great deal of

,~nterest, and its relationship to the ATURA project was an
early concern. However, because of its distance frOM the
site, the tunnel will not be Lnpact.ed by any actions in
the study area.

The Meat packing industry was well entrenched in the
project area for over seventy-five years. As a najor
distribution center for dressed Meats this neighborhood
was ir.tportantin the econonic syscera of the City. How-
ever, hefore archaeological field investigations are
recoJ:u:Jendedfor any site that site r:1USt be considered
significant and there nust be the expectation that
physical reMains of the past will be detectable. Unlike
slaughter houses and tan yards, a neat packing and
distribution establishMent of the late nineteenth and
twentieth century is not likely to have left behind faunal
re~ains and industry specific machinery to the degree that
would warrant field investigations~ Host inportantly, the
Meat packing industry sites Must satisfy the requireMents
of "significance" as outlined by the National Register of
Historic places: (1) association with events that have
made significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history; and/or (2) association with the lives of persons
significant in our past; and/or (3) embod i.nent; of
distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or Method
of construction, or representation of a significant and
distinguishable entity whose conponents nay lack indi-
vidual distinction; and/or (4) the potential of yielding
inforoation important in prehistory or history. In
consideration of these criteria, the neat packing sites of
the Atlantic Terninal Urban Renewal Area do not warrant a
field investigation~
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REcm1ME~~DAT IONS

__- The preceding report has detailed the findings of a
documentary/archival.study of the Atlantic Terminal and--
Brooklyn Center Urban Renewal Areas in order to ascertain
the possibility of there being significant archaeological
resources on the site which would be impacted by the
proposed construction. The results of the research show
that any areas which might have contained such resources
have been destroyed by construction activity. Thus the
proposed ATURA project would have "no impactll on archaeolo-
gical resources.
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Photocopied from:
Reginald Bolton. INDIAN LIFE OF LONG AGO IN THE CITY OF

NEW YORK. 1934. New York: Shoen Press
p , 144
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scale: 1" = 200'

Tracing of:
ATLAS OF THE CITY OF BROOKLYN
G. W. Bromley and E. Robinson, Co" New York
1880

(see accompanying page for explanatory notes)
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Explanatory Notes for ·1880 ATLAS
x •••.•••.•• hydrant

• ••• J ••••• railroad tracks
~ •••••.•.•• stable or shed
~ •••.•••••• frame/brick/stone refers to construction material

·......... old block numbers
a.oo : ·......... new block numbers

The one block shown in full detail is representative of
all the blocks (except 40/2001), even the two blocks to
the east that are not shown. Apparently developed along
20' x 100' lines. Fig. 1) snows all named buildings on ATLAS.

(i)Jackson Home
(!) Jackson outbuildingo Toll Gateo Cowenhoven Home
(DBaker's Tavern
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A study was made of the
E. Belcher Hyde Atlas of the Borough of Brooklyn,
1898, and a comparison was made between this map
and the Hyde 1911 Atlas.

_ ..

Study Notes on the 1898 Hyde Atlas:

1. Street width for St. Felix was 50' and Fulton Street was
listed as 80'.

2. No subways or elevated rails shown. Brooklyn Academy was not
on Atlas. No LIRR iron depot but 16 lines or spurs terminate
in a depot. Cannot decipher the rail line after intersection
on Atlantic Avenue and Fort Greene.

J. The location of the Terminal Building as we see it in 1985, was,
in 1898, the site of a Cycle Club. ~ne view of the area in an
old photograph listed the site as a Riding Club.)

4. Blocks 2004, 2005, and 2006 all show irregular development
with a mixture of brick and frame dwellings, many detached.
Hanson Baptist Church is largest building on all three blocks and
only building named.

5. Block 1118, the small triangular parcel near the Terminal Building,
is shown with storefront-dwellings.

6. Interior vancant spaces (backyards) in most blocks.
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• tracing f'rom:
• ATLAS OF THE BOROUGH OF'BROOKLYN

E. Belcher HYge. 1911 (Avery Library, Columbia University)
Ward 11 Plate 2
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Fig. l8b

Notes on Hyde 1911 Atlas
(lpcated in Avery Library, Columbia University)

1. Trolley lines on Fulton, Flatbush and Atlantic Avenue
2. Sewers vary greatly per street, with some streets being servicedby two sewer lines.

Range in size includes: 12", 15", 18tt, 24", 48" t.o 60'1along _
Elliot Street. )'6"brick line shown on Atlantic between Elliotand Portland.

3. Water lines as follows:
6" on Portland, Lafayette, Elliott, Fort Greene, St. Felix
12" on Atlantic, Fulton
16" on Fla tbush
)0" on Ashland

4. Street widths as follows:
Atlantic Avenue .•.• 120'
Portland 70'
Elliott • . 70'
Fort Greene • 70'St. Felix • . ?
Ashland .•.• 50'
Rockwell •••• 50'
Fulton . • • • ?
Lafayette . . •. 80'

5. Old Gowanus Road is what is now called Fifth Avenue, which comesin at Fort Greene.
6. 13th Regimental Armory gone and in its place is a brick LIRRdepot.
7. Block 2002 and block 200) host row houses but the sou-thern

border of these two blocks, Atlantic Avenue, looks as if there
has been a degree of disturbance. The three blocks north:
2114, 211), and 2112 bounded by Hanson, FUlton/Lafayette, South
Portland, South Elliott, and Fort Greene, and St. Felix, seem
to be divided into approx. 20'xl00' lots (200' blocks) with very
regular row houses and back yards. The Brooklyn Academy and
Hanson Place Church block much more irregular than these blocks.
The small triangular block, 1118, also hosted brick rowhouses.
Alsot the triangular blocks between Fulton and Hanson (2114 and
2115) were also shown with ?rick rowhouses.
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The Hill: Neighborhood News of Clinton Hill Fort Greene
and waIlabout, Vol. 1 NO:-T';"Dec. 198J!San:-1984 .
legend to accompany Fig~ 19 map.II
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31
French-Speaking Baptist Church
32
Masonic Temple
33
Queen of All Saints Church
(Roman Catholic)
34
Former site of
the cathedral of Brooklyn
current site 01 Bishop Louqhlin High School
35
Former residence of Joseph Steele
36
Cadman Memorial Church
(Congregational)
37
The former Mohawk Hotel
38
Brown Memorial Church (Baptist)
former Washington Avenue Baptist Church
39
Former offices of
the Rubel Coal and lee Corp.
40
Cathedral College
of the Immaculate Conception
Preparatory Seminary
41
Church of St Luke and St Matthew (EpiJCOptJl)
42
Royal Castle Apartments
43
The Paul Robeson Theater
44
Former residence of Samuel Booth
lormer Mayor 01 Brooklyn (1866-1867)
45
Former
Brooltlyn Eye and Ear Hospital
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58
The Majestic Theater
59
Pioneer Warehouse
60
The Granada Hotel
61.
The Brooklyn Academy of Music
(BAM)
62
Proposed park adjoining BAM
63
Willlamsburgh Savings
Bank Tower (Also on this block.
but not visible. is the
Brooklyn Music School and Playhouse. J

64
The Fowler Memorial
65
Hanson Place
Central Methodist Church
66
Former Central Brooklyn Headquarters
of the YMCA
67
Hanson Place
Seventh Day Adventist Church
formerly the Hanson Place Baptist Ct:;Jr~:
68
Cuyler Gore Park
69
Brooklyn
Visiting Nurse Association
70
South Oxford Thnnis Club
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Fig. 20

- Photocopied from:

11 Postcard Collection of the New York Historical Society
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Fig. 21

Postcard Collection of the New York Historical Society
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BaoonYK E.uiu POSYCAID, SaalU S. No. 29-

OLD 13TH REGDoIEYl' All:.lOIlY. RAZED TO :.lAKE WAY FOil

THE L. I. R..R. STAIIOY.
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Fig. 22

Photocopied from:

Along ~ Line, Long Island Railroad News, p. 2, April 1984
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Atlantic Avenue. Brooklyn. was Q bwtling route with URR passenger and freight
service. Qlongwith the vehicles oj the day. crowding the bwy thorough/are. Porenay
locomotive No. 203 moves along the middle 0/the avenue in 1890 'so In the early 1900 'so
the line was elevated and/ or tunneled. most oj the way through Brooklyn.
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Photocopied from:

- Postcard Collection of the New York Historical Society
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Photocopied from: Fig. 24

Collections of the Long Island Historical Society



(1) Fi9ure:2521CO' 25' SO' 75'
~ .
Concourse Level: ExistinL. ....

----- Site Boundary

__ ..J LlRR Passenger Area

Source: SSV&K/G&P. LlRR

1978
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Photocopied from:

Collections of the Long" Island His~orical Society
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Fig. JJ
Courtesy of the New York City Public Development Corporation
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PHOTOS

Brooklyn Center site block:
view - north to south from intersection of Fulton Street/Mall

and Flatbush Avenue

., ,~---- ~;....-: "~-'-....~'.'..-.-~
-_?~._._,;-

Brooklyn Center site block:
view - west to east down Fulton Street from intersection of

Fulton and Fla tbush Avenue
area bf development on right of photo



Brooklyp Center site block:
view - northeast to southwest from Fulton street between Rockw'ell

Place and Ashland, vacant buildings on right of moto
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PHOTOS

Brooklyn Center site block:
view - north to south from

Fulton Street
between Rockwell
Place and Flatbush
Avenue
The Granada Hotel
(now known as the
Brooklyn Arms) is

not within the
proposed development.
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PHOTOS

Brooklyn Center site block.
view - south to north from west side of intersection of Lafayette

Street and Flatbush Ave.
vacant land between Fla tbush Ave. and Ro ckwe I.L and Lafayette St.
on the right side and Pioneer Warehouses on left side of photo

Brooklyn Center site
block:
view - southwest to

northeast
Rockwell Place (once
known as Navy Street)
in middle of photo



PHOTOS

, .!

Atlantic Avenue Terminal site:
view - north, northeast to south, southwest across Flatbush

Avenue at intersection of Flatbush and Hanson Place
Terminal Building on extreme left, note subway entrances.
Sign and facade network of "King Fried Chicken" covers

an early twentieth century Atlantic Avenue subway station.

1-::1
ilI'=r::l Atlantic Avenue Terminaal

site:
view - south to north

from intersection
of Atlantic and
Flatbush Avenue

Terminal Building in the
foreground. Williamsburg
Bank in the background.
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PHOTOS

Atlantic Avenue Terminal site:
view - west to east from intersection of Atlantic and Flatbush

extreme southwest corner of Terminal Building block on
left and southernmost portion of development project is
at far right (Underberg)

At one timet the Club Car Bar site was headquarters for a "save
the railroad terminal" organization .

Atlantic Avenue Terminal site:
view - west to east from southwest corner of intersection of

Flatbush Avenue and Atlantic Avenue
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Atlantic Avenue Terminal site:
view - northeast to southwest from Hanson Place, just east of

Ashland

Atlantic Avenue Terminal site:
view - southwest to northeast from intersection of Atlantic Avenue

and Flatbush Avenue, note raised platform
Three large buildings in the rear of photo, YMCA on the left and
Salvation Army on the right, are not in the development project.
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PHOTOS

'~..ij;;-~'"!·~·l!ti-.'" ~" r.- )

Atlantic Avenue Terminal site:
view - east to west along northern border of the block that

parallels Hanson Place, Terminal building on next block
which is shielded in photo by weed growth. between South
Elliott and Fort Greene

:£J _
Atlantic Avenue Terminal site:
view - north to south from intersection of Hanson Place and Fort

Greene, note Omaha Meat company building in the middle of
photo - a lone remnant of the once active meat and packing
market of the neighborhood
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PHOTOS

A tlantic Avenue Terminal site:
view - northJ northeast to south, southwest from Hanson Place

between S. Elliott and Fort Greene
note Omaha Meat company in the middle of photo

Atlantic Avenue Terminal site:
view - north to south down S. Portland between Hanson Place

and Atlatnic Avenue (southern one-half of the block)
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Atlantic Avenue Terminal site:
view - southeast to northwest from southern side of intersection

between Atlantic Avenue and South Oxford
note high rise housing on left side of photo, on Portland,
is not within development project

Atlantic Avenue Terminal site:
view - south to north from Atlantic Avenue approximately at

point where Cumberland Street would cut through the block
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PHOTOS

Atlantic Avenue Terminal site:
view - south to north of west side of carlton Street between

Atlantic Avenue and Fulton street
note the Brooklyn Eye and Ear Hospital (former) which is
north of the development project is presently under-
going renovation

Atlantic Avenue Terminal site:
view - north to south down the defunct/de-mapped Cwnberland Street

from Fulton Street, note the "squatter" activity
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Atlantic Avenue Terminal site:
view - southeast to northwest from Atlantic Avenue, just east

of intersection of Atlantic and South Oxford,
Williamsburg Bank (corner of Hanson and Ashland) in
center of photo
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The Atlantic Terminal Urban Renewal Area
view - northwest to southeast from northwest side of intersection

of Hanson Place and South Elliott Place
Hanson Place Seventh Day Adventist ChurCh, formerly the Hanson Place
Baptist Church, a designated landmark, not within the project sita
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PHOTOS

The Atlantic Tenninal Urban
Renewal Area
view - southeast to northwest

from intersection of
Hanson Place and South
Elliott, not within the
project site.
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PHOTOS

Atlantic Avenue Terminal Site
view - west to east

South Oxford street, showing remnants of demolished
homes on area tentatively proposed to be a park
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Atlantic Avenue Terminal Site
view - north to south

South Oxford Street, South Oxford Tennis Club -
fromerly a funeral home
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