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INTRODUCTION

The Washington/Bathgate Urban Renewal Area is located in the Tremont sedion of
the Bronx, New York City. The entire Urban Renewal Area consists of portions of
Blocks 3035, 3036/ 3044, 3045/ and 3046. Included are:

Block 3036

Lots 25-27
30-36
38
41

Lots 55
56
59
64

Lots 30
59-72

Lots 1
3
5
60

Lots 1
8
14-20
22-25
49
50
54
57
59-61

Block 3035

Block 3044

Block 3045

Block 3045

The Archaeological/Historical Sensitivity Evaluation report on the
Washington/Bathgate Urban Renewal Area concluded that historic archaeological
resources' could survive on Block 3036, Lot 55; Block 3045, Lot 1; and Block 3046,
Lot 57 and the adjacent Lot 56, formerly part of Lot 57. Archaeological testing was
recommended for these three locations (Greenhouse Consultants 1997:22). This
report covers testing at Blocks 3036 and 3045. The testing of Block 3046 will be
the subject of a separate report. See Figure 1 for the location of the project area.

The general purpose of archaeological testing is to document the presence or
absence of potential prehistoric or historic archaeological resources through the
use of physical testing techniques. The specific purpose of this testing was to

1
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Figure 1 Location of project area shown on portion of U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute series,
Central Park. New York quadrangle.
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provide evidence of the presence or absence of potential historic archaeological
resources' on these two blocks. The expeded resources consist of features
associated with late nineteenth century residences. Expected features included
privies as well as cisterns or wells, which would be located at or near the present
surface since they were constructed on or cut into this surface.

2
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METHODOLOGY

The subsurface archaeological testing of the Washington/Bathgate Urban Renewal
Area Housing Project in The Bronx, New York began on June 2, 1997 and was
completed on June 4, 1997. As stated in the scope-of-work for this testing, the
technique used to examine buried deposits and thereby determine the presence or
absence of archaeological resources was the mechanical excavation of trenches. A
total of six trenches were excavated by backhoe, the results of which were closely
monitored by archaeologists. This testing strategy was designed by the principal
investigator, and approved by the staff of the New York City Landmarks
Preservation Commission. See Figure 2 for the locations of the trenches.

The use of mechanical means of excavation expedites the removal of large
quantities of fill. A total of approximately 4,385 cubic feet of soil were removed
from the trenches, the dimensions of which varied from 13 feet to 30 feet long, five
to six feet wide, and 4.9 to 6.6 feet deep.

Soil samples were selectively removed from the deepest layer encountered. This
soil was then screened through %-inch mesh in order to recover artifacts. Artifacts
were also recovered when they were observed in the trench by directing the
backhoe operator to seledively remove them with the backhoe bucket. Soil strata
were measured, described, and recorded for all trenches. All trenches were
backfilled immediately following excavation and the recording of data.

3
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Figure 2 Location of Backhoe Trenches 1-3, and 5-7 within the project area.
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STRATIGRAPHIC SUMMARY

Backhoe trenches 1 through 3 were located within Lot 1 on Block 3045. The
former central yard of this lot was found to contain two major deposits. The upper
deposit was a very dark brown sandy silt with fragments of brick, metal, wood, .
glass, etc. It was between 1.25 and 1.7 feet thick, averaging 1.5 feet thick. This
top layer was identified as destruction rubble from the building formerly in this lot.
Below this in most locations was a dark yellowish brown clayey silt with cobbles,
boulders, and pockets of sand. The top of this deposit was found between 1.25
and 1.7 feet below grade, averaging 1.5 feet. This layer was identified as subsoil.
Several other deposits were found in Backhoe Trench 1. These included two red
brick mortar walls representing the rear wall of the original front building in this
lot, and a rear extension. Also identified was a very dark greyish brown sandy silt
with building debris which filled the cellar. A circular cistern constructed of red
bricks and mortar with a domed top was found in Backhoe Trench 1. This feature
was situated just behind the rear wall of the front building. The fill of the cistern
consisted primarily of greyish brown silt with profuse coal ash and cinders. This fill
contained only a few domestic artifacts. See Plates 1, 2 and 3.

Backhoe Trenches 5, 6 and 7 were located in Lot 55 on Block 3036. Four layers
were recorded in each trench. The top layer in all three consisted of pavement,
concrete in Backhoe Trench 5 and asphalt in Backhoe Trenches 6 and 7. Below the
concrete in Backhoe Trench 5 was a dark greyish brown sandy silt with building
rubble. This extended from 0.8 to 2.2 feet below grade. Below this layer was a
layer of grey coal ash and cinders which was 0.3 feet thick. The deepest layer was
a brown clayey silt with cobbles and pockets of sand. It began at 2.5 feet below
grade. This layer was identified as subsoil, while the two layers above it were
classified as fill. Backhoe Trenches 6 and 7 had a layer of dark brown or dark
yellowish brown sandy silt with pebbles and cobbles beneath the asphalt. This
layer was between 0.5 and 0.8 feet thick. It averaged 0.65 feet. Below this layer
was a brown silty sand with building rubble. Thickness ranged from 2.6 to 3.8
feet, averaging 3.4 feet thick. Both the second and third layers were identified as
fill. Beneath these was a yellowish brown sandy silt with cobbles. This layer began
between 3.7 and 4.4 feet below grade, averaging 4.0 feet. This fourth layer was
identified as subsoil. See Plates 4, 5, and 6

4
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ARTIFACT PROCESSING AND ANALYSIS

Laboratory Methodology
The artifacts recovered from the field work were returned to the Greenhouse
Consultants Laboratory in New York City for processing. The cultural material was
washed in room temperature tap water, dried, marked, and catalogued. The
drying procedure was slow air drying on screens in the laboratory processing area.
The artifacts were labeled with their appropriate context number.

Artifacts were identified using a modified form of the Cultural Material Data Base
Taxonomy of the National Park Service. Artifacts were coded for their functional
group, class and material. Technological and stylistic manufacturing ranges were
assigned when an artifact exhibited a datable attribute. Establishing the range of
manufacture of artifacts provides a time frame for establishing 'dates after which
the refuse deposits were made. This information was recorded on tyvek labels
which was inserted with the artifact into clear polyethylene ziplock bags. The bags
were also labeled with context and catalog numbers.

Subsequent to cataloguing, the information from all artifacts with their appropriate
codes were inventoried using Paradox, a relational database software, which
provides sorted inventory' lists for contexts and artifact groups.

Preliminary sorting of cultural material was conducted in the field. Construction
debris such as brick, mortar, asphalt, etc., were noted as present on the field
sheets and discarded in the field. The discarded material is noted in the database
inventory and assigned a 0 for discarded, instead of a catalog number.

Contexts were assigned series numbers in accordance to the type of data recovery
method. Backhoe trenching is identified by the 4000 series.

Analysis
The two artifacts were retained from the six backhoe trenches and brought back to
the Greenhouse Consultants laboratory for processing. Both artifacts were from
Context 4001.05 of Backhoe Trench 1. Both artifacts were small fragments of
undecorated ironstone ceramics. The paste and glaze is more refined on Catalog
#38 as opposed the the crazed glaze of #37. The ironstone ceramics have "been
in use during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

No prehistoric artifacts were recovered.

5
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RESULTS

Backhoe Trenches 1 through 3 were designed to search for evidence of features
used by the Keegan family, William E. Marshall, or Alexander Fraser. Fraser was a
policeman, and the occupations of Marshall and John Keegan are unknown. All
lived in the two structures on this lot during 1890-1896 (Greenhouse Consultants
1997:19-22). Backhoe Trench 1 produced evidence of a brick cistern behind the
front strudure, once occupied by Alexander Fraser and others. The fill of this
cistern did not contain many domestic artifacts but was composed primarily of
ashes and cinders, making it unlikely that analysis of the contents would provide
evidence regarding the life of the Frasers or other residents.

Backhoe Trenches 5 through 7 were designed to search for evidence of features
filled by the Bogart family during the 1890s. William H. Bogart was a policeman
(Greenhouse Consultants 1997: 18~22). No evidence of any features such as
privies, cisterns or wells was found in these trenches.

6
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

It is our conclusion that no potentially significant cultural resources were found
within the six mechanically excavated test trenches. Based on this subsurface
testing, we further conclude that it is highly unlikely that any significant cultural
resources will be impaded by the proposed housing project on Blocks 3036 and
3045. No evidence regarding the use of this project area during the prehistoric
period was found.

We recommend that no additional archaeological testing or mitigation is necessary
within Blocks 3036 and 3045 of the Washington/Bathgate Urban Renewal Area.

7



Plcte 1 View of Backhoe Trench 1 looking west, showing cistern.
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Plate 2 View of Backhoe Trench 2 looking west.
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Plaie 3 View of Backhoe Trench 3 looking west.
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Plate 4 View of Backhoe Trench 5 looking north.
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Plate 5 View c , Backhoe Trench 6 looking south.
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Plate 6 View of Backhoe Trench 7 looking south.
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APPENDIX 1

SURVEY RECORD FORMS
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APPENDIX2

COMPLETEARTIFACf INVENTORY

TABLES FOR CODING MATERIAL CULTURE

Table for National Park Service Material Culture Data Base Coding
Chart: Groups, Gasses and Material

Table for Data Base 'Coding Chart: Groups and Classes

Table for Data Base Coding Chart: Ambiguous Items of Material
Culture
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APPENDIX 1
A. Tabl. ell' Naliooal Pule.se.vial MalCI'laI CUlll1rc Data Base CodiD& Chart: Oroolpo, CLasses and Ma\eri.IJs

GROUPS AND CLASSBS

01 KlTCHENGROUP
01 Disbeo.
01 CoDIaimn
03 r.bI.........
04 Kilche:nware

!l2 I'AVNAVPLORAL GROUP
01 MOlDIIIalia
01 Arm
03 R<pIilia
04 AmplIibja
05 Piseco
09 I!lIIllorallllB!/Zoologiaal
161!~

03 ARCHlTI!CTURA1. GROUP
01 WtDdow B!ass
01 Nalls
03 Spikes
04 DlIlB" 8t WiD:low lIardware
05 Olller s!l'llCll1l81 lIardware
06 Cm9lruclioII materWa

04 I'URNlT\JRI! GROUP
01 Hardware
01 MaIeriaIa
031...i1btiDg_
04 Poc:<nIWe ~

05 ARMS GROUP
01 Projoctiles
01 CarIrid&e ....
03 AmI> al:ClII!lUiaI
04 0uII pans

06 CLOTHING GROUP
01 Appord
01 CJmarDonIaIim
03 Makil>& aDd rapoir
04 FiIS!e11a1"8

07 PERSONAL GROUP
01 Coil\$
01 Keys
03 WritinB ~ia
04 GroamiDa aDd bygicno
05 Pin<ul myTJMlll'd'ljm
06 Olllar persa>aI iIms

08 TOBACCO PIPI! GROUP
01 Kaolllt pipe dasI
02 N<>1kaoIin pipe
03 Sl:ookin& ........nca

1I9 ACTMTIES GROUP
01 CaDstnlclico kd.
111 Fum tools
03 La;sure IClivitim
04 Fisbiog &=
OS
06
07 PoIIa)' class
08 Slcngc ilclllS
1I9
10 SIati. aDd bam
11 MiscdlmolnIs lIardware
11 SpoeiaIiz.od aClMlios
13 MiliIay objOClS
14~
IS PuIiil: krYicos

10 PRI!HISI'ORlC GROUP
01 lfImlioB II1II lislIma 8divi.lies
02 Danoolk I<\ivillos
03 SUllo wutilla
04 Wood wll:lall8
OS DiIrBiDa tools
06 OIlIer fIbricalinB ... J'I'l)CaSOiDa tools
f11 OIlIer peril 1IlIlity taols
08 C<nmooial 8t <mIIIlOmal
og Misod1mocm

II SAMPU!S
- CIwIx>al ....,p.. ell' ...-

&1111&
- ROlIlioo umpIos

-JiBh!hdilll1
- boavy frsdion

- SolI sanplos

1I8 UNSPI!ClPIIID GROUP

MATI!RlALS· COMMON U~(Cl.J\SSIPlIID)

ORGANIC MATlUUALS

CI!lLULOSIC
115 Bad:
108 Bud'll
118 CJwwol
092 . eat.
(JS7 ColllII1
131~
08S HeIIIp
011 Paper
006 Wood
111 CoIIll1me soe4sl

a-I oovoriDB

INORGANIC MATI!RlAI.S

CI!MMIC
001 PIIIIlO1aiD
002 Slooewmo
003 l!ar1IlcDwaro
004 WhilowareIiImslQoollll"Ulile
134 I.b>difformliaI CCI'IIDic

CONS1'RUC'110N
0Ii!l IIril:k
071 Coo:oool
070 M«w
071 P!Islor

GLASS
au MiIlI:stus
078 (ll,ss
112 SIq aD<l._

MRTALS
005 Tb:t
019 m-
Oll GoI4
016 Cqlrgus IIIOlaI
02! PiIrolIs alloy
019 A!IlIlllmlm
031 Sled
034 Lad
IllS e-uo
lI!I6 Mor=y
136 IJDdiII'on:olIitecl mota1

Sl'ONH
W Aple
075 Asbestos
133 ClIalI::
051 Cllcn
00 CbIIile
046 ClmoI
log JflI
038 LimosIaoe
041 MsrtlIe
049 Mk:a
0S8 0bIidisn
0S7 O<:bnl
068 1"roclol15 G\aIIrl
OS) Qoartz
0S4 Qusrlzite
039 Sm:Isllll1e
044 Sbsl.
040 9&lo
OlD li\estllo
043 Sdlisl
116 t1DlIiffinIIliI(Oo</ SllII1e

- - -

CONil"RUC'I10N
093 AsJ:talL
115 Pmmi'"
101 LiIld.""'"
101 TlI1popor

WAX
076 Wax

GUMnU!SIN
010 RDbber. olaalk
009 RIIbbor. bani

PE'l"ROC:fIEM1CALS
073 CaItXol
0!15 Cool
048 OrapIiile
116 TlI1

PROTI!IN
liS C1liliIl (srlllropod, .-kolotlll1)
106 I'oll
121 RfISb
016 Hair
111 Koraliu (bomsIJinB<mailIdawa)
DIS I..oaIbor
107 Sill<
090 SpaiJgoe, J>lltura1
lOS Wool

COMBINATION MATI'!RIALS
017 Baoe
131 lvuy
061 Pood
089 SIell

syrmumc MATlUUALS
103 CcIluIoid
088 NyIoo
008 Plaslk
on Soap
D!II ~ B)"ItIIatic
104 Syu1hetic

'll!XTILE
lSI UndiEf..-auial<ld taolil.

- -



- - - --~----~. ~. . _o----~"" =__------------ -- -
GROUPS AND ClASSES

01 KlTCHIlN
01 Disbal
02 Cl'IlloiIlon
03 T_blow...
04 KilI:lI<G ...

02 PAUNAI.II'LORAl. GROUP
01 MQmalia
02 A_
03 Replilio.
04 AmP>iJ>ia
05 PiSl'<II
09 0Ib0r d!IloflllDalIzoOBical
16 El!moboWIicIl

03 ARCH1TBCTURAL GROUP
01 Wirldow eIus
02 Nails
03 SplkaI
04 Doc1r Ir. Wtlldow bardw .....
05 Olbcr _ bardwue
06 CcmlJucIim JmltlWJ

04 PURNlTURI! GROUP
01 HanIw ...
02 Mlola'illa
03 LJaIWoa dovlte
04 DoocnIIvo ~

OS ARMS GROUP
01 ProjOCliles
02 ~ CI30
03 Artm accosaarial
04 Olm pmu

06 CL01lIING GROUP
01 Apparel
02~
03 Mmog IIId Repair
04 Paslcllclo

07 PER.!ONAL GROUP
01 ColDs
02Koys
03 Wrilq parapbamlia
04 Glt>omiIli Ir. hypne
OS PcrBcDI <maDICIltItion
06 0Iba' pcnmd ilem.

- - - - - - - -
APPEND1X2

B, Tlble for Dill Baso CocIina CllIIl: Clroups IIId awes

SAMPU! ARTIPACTS
PIlle, COlP. SIll ed1Ir
BelU. ~ frqmoDts
Ilatioa Ulmlils
Cool<iDa Ul=lls, pol, lceUle

MIIIlIlIOI
BinI
RqJliIe
AmpIu"bian
PisII
Cl)ost<:r, cnb. egg Ibd1I
Seeds, mJIs

WiDdow PIIIO aWl
NIlIs
!WIro&d splmI
DooIm>b, dacl' hIIIae
Pipa, llIqW>e IBm
Bnck,-, n:>ofiIlI

HaodI.. drI..... pull, IIlCIl
SltII'e pma, cbIlr pil'I, bedhmo
OmdImll4, Wup base
P1owapol, dock puIS, vase

5bol. bIIlIecs
CIrtridgo
0lJD Oilllll, billie! lIlCIds. powder' 110m
PisId bomi, 1IlDIlock _y

HIt, 00II, SCIM8, 1lI_ oboe
BeI4!o, IequiD, bIIpiD, f..tller
TbirDllI.. Ilraisld pin, lcisscn
1Iultam, """1'". bucldes, 0IllllIIIIi:

ColDs
0- lock by!. psdIocII: by!
Quill. fcmtIiD pen 1Iib, llll'JG1o JlOIldI
HIirtIllsh, 1'Wlr. mirror, "'_
lewdly, rIbbcm, 0IIIIIIl0II1lIl CXlIDb
Poc:bI "Il<:b. key chain, pccb:I Iallfe

GROUPS ANI) ClASSES

OS TOBACCO PIPE GROUP
01 KaoIio pipe
OS N<IlDoIiD pipe
06 &Doting l<eoslIaries

09 ACTIVITIES GROUP
01 Comlrlletion loaIs
02 P..... loaIs
03 L.eisIR ICIiviIia
04 PisIlinII g<:If

OS
06
07 Palteay class
08 ~ 1I<ms
09 -
10 Stabl. IUd 110m
11 MiscdIIneaos bardw ...
12 ~ ICIiviIia
13 Military obj_
14~
IS PIJIlIIc_

10 PllEHISl'ORIC GROUP
01 Hmllia& IIId P1stIlDa
02~
03 Sl<mo .. llItiDa
04 WOOl! "<KkiDa
OS ~ Toals
06 Olb<:r r.tO:oliD& or proccsslDa

toolI
07 Olbcr (lCDOI'I1 UIiIlIy loals
08 CcrcIluliil " -.J
09 Ml3<dlaoeam

- - - -
Kaolin pipe
C<mcolJ pipe
SmllT liD, cuspidor, lobIcco liD, pipe clOlllC<'

AM bead, drill bit, .... , paiDIbl'usb
Hce, nko, plow_
Matlics. j..... 1lIIp, dliI pmu
PIsh _. sinteno, crab lI'Ip

IJIdisII ""la" jar, oflIey pol
Crock, bsmI oliVOS, IIeI:s

SI1mJp, borIesIloe, re!II, 1wIIe3s bell
RqIe, bolTS, 1IllIs. WISbtlB. cbaiIl
IluUclII _. IDOII1IwIic dobrls, ~

Insiaois. bs~
Bnxm, aII1 hmF, ..uhbosrd
Sewer pipe, "Iler pipe

ProjOClil. painI. l1li0 boot
Veud, _. peoll.
HsmmorsImo, ball111, tlake, ooro
Celt, iJOO"C'CI ....
Hoe
Drill, cbisd. oed.

KDif.. pislxIalIc bl..... cl>opper
SIeeI. JlIIJOI, bQd
I'ImoIioo IIIIlmown

-
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APPENDIX2

c. Table for Data Base Coding Chart: Ambiguous Items of Material Culture

Note: The items listed below may be ambiguous or hard to place in a taxonomic category, but as a
convention, for inventory purposes, willbe coded as follows:

Unidentified wood fragments
Construction wood
Pegs, Wood planks
Twigs, branches
Burned wood (partial)

Charcoal and all small fragments
of completely burnt wood

Coal
Slag, burned coal, vitrified
metalworking or manufacturing
by-products

Pantiles
Delft fireplace tiles, wall skirting, etc.
Porcelain bathroom tiles, other bathroom
furniture (tub, toilet, etc.)

Chamber pot

Flowerpot

Teeth
Fish scales
Coral
Eggshell
Seeds, seed covering

Schist (construction)
Schist (unidentified)

Red brick
Yellow brick
Linoleum

Metal hardware (probably construction) 03
Furniture hardware 04
Miscellaneous hardware (other and unidentified 09
including screws, car parts)

Leather shoe parts
Unidentified leather scraps
Leather personal items

·,1
\\I
~I

98 00 006
03 06 006
03 06 006
09 16 006
Code as wood (above) and put "burnt wood"
in the comments section

Code as charcoal

98 00 095

00 112

06 003
04 003

05 001

02 00-

04 002 00-

]32
09 118
04 119
09 119
16 ]21

06 043
00 043

06 169
06 155
06 101
06 ()
01 ()
11 ()

01 015
00 015
0 015

98

03
04
03

04

04

02
02
04
02
02

03
98

03
03
03

06
98
07



�I
~il' Washington/BathgateUrban Renewal AreaThe Bronx, New York

Artifact Inventorr
"

Blocks 3036 and 30 5 Page

fl Context Gp Cl Mat Identity Count Conments Reference Range Cat#
____________ M __ ...... ---_ .... ----_ ...... _-

i' ,.- Context 4001.014001.01 01 02 029 Cans 0
4001.01 01 02 078 Bottle glass 0
4001.01 03 06 137 Building material 0
4001.01 09 11 008 Plastic 0

Subtotal 0
Context 4001.044001.04 03 06 069 Red brick 0
4001.04 03 06 070 Mortar 0

Subtotal 0
Context 4001.054001.05 01 01 004 Ironstone 37
4001.05 01 01 004 Ironstone 38
4001.05 98 00 095 Cinders/Coal ash 0

Subtotal :: 2
Context 4001.064001.06 03 06 069 Red brick D
4001.06 03 06 070 Mortar D

Subtotal 0
Context 4001.074001.07 03 06 127 Building debris 0

Subtotal :: 0
Context 4002.014002.01 03 05 006 Wood 0
4002.01 03 06 069 Brick 0
4002.01 09 11 136 Metal 0

Subtotal :: 0
Context 4003.014003.01 03 06 006 Wood 0
4003.01 03 06 069 Brick 0
4003.01 09 11 136 Metal 0

Subtotal :: 0
Context 4005.024005.02 03 06 006 Wood 0
4005.02 03 06 069 Red brick 0
4005.02 03 06 126 Stone 0
4005.02 09 11 136 Metal 0

Subtotal :: 0
Context 4005.034005.03 98 00 095 Cinders 0
4005.03 98 00 095 Coal ash 0

Subtotal :: 0
Context 4006.024006.02 03 06 069 Red brick 0

Subtotal :: 0
Context 4006.034006.03 03 06 006 Wood 0
4006.03 03 06 069 Red brick D
4006.03 03 06 126 Stone 0

Subtotal :: 0
Context 4007.02
4007.02 03 06 069 Red brick 0

Subtotal :: 0
Context 4007.034007.03 03 06 069 Red brick 0
4007.03 09 11 136 Metal 0

Subtotal :: 0
TOTAL :: 2


