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INTRODUCTION

The Todt Hill, Staten Isiand project is area is located at 782 Todt Hill Road, Block 805, Lot
51. The project area consists of an approximately 10,000 square foot parcel on the Block.
Two residences already stand on the Block, one at 798 Todt Hill road at 20,876 square
feet and the second at #788 at 10,514 square feet. See Figure 1 for the location of the
project area.

PREHISTORIC SENSITIVITY

A search for prehistoric archaeoclogical sites within twe miles of the project area was
conducted in the site files of the New York State Museurn and Greenhouse Consultants
files. The search resulted in the identification of five sites. The locations are shown in
Figure 2.

Site A: New York State Museum #8480
Listed as on top of moraing, no information.

Sice B: Todt Hill Site, Staten Island Institute of Arts and Sciences file
Identified as traces of occupation

Site C: NYSM #4616

Parker #ACP-RICH-26
|dentified as a large camp
Site D NYSM #4628
Parker #ACP-RICH
Identified as a camp
Site E NYSM #4613
SIAS #STD-SL
Parker #ACP-RICH-23
Silver Lake - 3 loci
Identified as Woodland period campsites

Most documented prehistoric archaeslogical work undertaken by both professional and
avocational archaeologists has historically concentrated on the southwestern portion of
Staten Island {Baugher 1985, personal communicaticn). The problems of inadequate
archaeological survey coverage particularly evident in the interor of the island may also be
found in this portion of eastern Staten Island.

The Borough of Richmond October 1508 Topographical Survey illustrates the project area
in open fields with a drainage, ponds and a marsh, all within 1,000 feet of the site. Such



a topographical situation would have supplied fresh water to humans and game animals in
the past. The elevated location of the project area would lend itself as an excellent overlook
station far approaching animals. ’

HISTORIC SENSITIVITY

Depictions of the project area were sought in the following historic maps from the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries:

1.

10.

McMiillen (1930) compilation of late eighteenth century maps, 1775-1783, shows
the project area on Todt Hilf as a blank, structures at base and lower portion of Todt
Hill Road. See Figure 3.

The Plan {No. 31] Du Camp Anglo-Hessois dans Staten Island (Baie de New York de
1780-1783] shows the area as wooded.

In the New and Accurate Map of 1787 the property s blank, listed as "a ridge of
mountains.”

The United States Coast Survey Charter of New York Harber, Map #35,1836-1839,
published in 1845 shows this area of Todt Hill s woodad/field.

Higginson’s 1860 map illustrates the project area as a blank. "McAndrews" listed
to the south while structures are on opposite side of road. See Figure 4.

The map of Colton and Colton, 1884, shows the project area as a blank,
"MecAndrews" still listed to the south.

The 1887 Beers Atlas depicts the property as part of a parcel belonging to "Wm.
Whitlock Jr. 56 3/4 acres." See Figure 5.

Vermeule and Bien's 1880 map shows the property area as blank.

The map of Leng and Davis, 18896, has a blank area with a pond where the project
area is located.

The 1908 Bureau of Richmond Topographical Survey shows the area as steeply
sloping with open fields and ponds to the north and a marsh to the west. See
Figure &.

In summary, it seems very unlkely that the project area will preserve archaeological
evidence of the historic period. No houses, barns or other buildings were constructed prior
to the twentieth century.



SUMMARY OF FIELD WORK

The 752 Todt Hill Road residence will be built on the steep west slope of a hill. The eastern
(uphill] two-thirds of the property has been heavily impacted by the recent construction of
houses and a pool at 788 and 7396 Todt Hill Road. Cutting was needed for the foundations,
and filling has been used to start to flatten out this hillside. The drive between the existing
houses has also been built. The plan (1inch = 15 feet) has been marked to indicate the
extent of the cutting and the deep fill. See Figure 7. The west [downslope] portion of the
property was the only part of this tract suitable for shovel testing. All four tests did have
some fill, probably slopewash from the fill upslope (0.4 to 0.8 feet thick (Context 3001.01).
With the exception of the topsoil from Shovel Test 3 (Context 3003.02), very little material
was found, mostly coat. Shovel Test 3 had a thick {0.S feet) topsoeil that held ceramics, milk

glass, milk bottie glass, rubber and brick. It might represent dumping from a house an Todt
Hill Road.

No prehistoric materials were found in this testing. Because the project area has a steeply
sloping hillside and has been impacted by previous construction at 788 and 7382 Todt Hill
Road, it is unlikely to hold significant prehistoric remains. The historic deposic found in
Shovel Test 3 is the only historic resource found. The deposit contained twentieth century
ceramics, glass, plastic and rubber,

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The map research conducted for the historic background led to the conclusion that there
does not appear to be any reason to believe that the Todt Hill project area may preserve
archaeological evidence of the historic period. However, since no construction occurred
prior to the twentieth century there was the possibility that it could preserve prehistoric
archaeological evidence helow the surface. We recommended completing the Phase 1 with
limited testing. The testing was designed to a similar depth as the proposed impacts. The
purpose of this testing would serve to provide positive or negative evidence of the
prehistortc use or occupation of this property.

Limited shovel testing was conducted on March 28, 1985. None of the four shovel tests
provided evidence of prehistoric activities, either by way of artifacts or festures. The historic
materials found all appear to be twentieth century debris, glass, ceramics, rubher, plastic
and coal.

No further archaeological work needs to be conducted at this location.
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