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ABSTRACT

This assessment of archaeological sensitivity was undertaken in conaectionwith the proposed Staten
Island Historical Society, Historic Richmond Town, Tysen Court and Center Street Reconstruction
(Capital Project PV341:-M). The study, which was prepared for the New York City Department
.of Design and Construction (DOC) through F.S.T. of New York, Inc., evaluates part of the core
area of Historic Richmond Town on Staten Island (part of Blocks 4441,4442, 4443t 4444N, and
4463). Original research was coordinated with the findings ofan 1989 archaeological planning study
to address the issues of potential archaeological sensitivity where utility installation is planned. Key
to the assessment are tables and accompanying maps identifying and locating existing and known
former structures and features within the area of potential effects (APE).

Four areas of potential or known sensitivity that might be impacted during construction have been
identified. One is the potential for the remains of historic structures in the bed of Center Street in the
area known as the One-Acre Lot. Another is the potential for burials associated with successive
churches once located on the south side of Center Street near Arthur KillRoad (Block 4463), some
of them possibly dating to the 18th century. Another is the potential for unknown burials associated
with the Rezeau- Van Pelt Cemetery (Block 4463) that might extend beyond the cemetery as defined
since the mid-19th century. And finally, but perhaps most importantly, are any unknown archaeo-
logical features that might be present in the APE and are to be expected at a long-occupied village
such as Historic Richmond Town. Monitoring during construction and preconstruction testing in
selected areas are recommended, as is avoidance and protection of the Rezeau- VanPelt family
cemetery located next to an area of impact.

Joan H. Geismar, Ph.D. Historic Ric:llJnoDd Town, Tysen Court and Center Street Restoration
Archaeological Sc:mitivity Evaluation
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INTRODUCTION

The study presented here was undertaken in connection with the proposed Staten Island Historical
Society, Historic, Richmond Town, Tysen Court and Center Street Reconstruction (Capital Project
PV341-M). It offers an archaeological sensitivity assessment of part of the core area of Historic
Richmond Town on Staten Island (part of Blocks 4441,4442,4443, 4444N, and 4463; Figures 1 to
3) and was prepared for the New York City Department of Design and Construction (DDC)
through F.S.T. of New York, Inc. It was researched and written by Joan H. Geismar. Ph.D., assisted
by Shelly Spritzer.

Research addressed the concern that the proposed undertaking, which will entail the laying of under-
ground utilities and tie-ins to existing and new drains, may impact archaeological resources in one of
Staten Island's most historic areas. Based on the 1992 "Restoration Plan for Richmondtown," it was
assumed that potential impacts would be limited mainly to three streets: Center Street, Tysen Court,
and Court Place. An earlier archaeological assessment (1989) had identified these streets as having
a "moderate to high" probability for archaeological sensitivity. 2However. the proposed infrastructure
improvements will extend beyond these streets into portions of five blocks (see Figure 3) where
potential sensitivity was also found to be moderate to high.' These earlier findings, based solely on
documentary research, were incorporated into the assessment presented here.

IIt

The 1989 archaeological assessment alluded to above, ••An Archaeological Planning Model of
Riclunondtown Restoration, Staten Island. New York," researched and written by Sherene Baugher,
Edward J. Lenik, Stephen Barto, Kate Morgan, Daniel N. Pagano, and Robert W. Venables, was a
major resource in evaluating the archaeological sensitivity of the currently proposed undertaking. In
addition to infonnation from this comprehensive and detailed document, several historical issues were
addressed specifically for this new study. Mainly, research focused on extant and long-gone
cemeteries although other issues were also addressed. In some instances, this inquiry refined the
findings of the 1989 study. However. that document proved admirably thorough, and the study
presented here concentrated on synthesizing the material it contained augmented by new research and
information generously provided byWilliamMcMillen, Director ofRestoration at Historic Richmond
Town."

[I
[I

[I

:1
_.1

I

METHOD

To develop a comprehensive but focused archaeological sensitivity assessment, a series offour maps
were generated that cover the area of potential impact (see Appendix A Figures AI-A4), referred

(Restoration Plan 1992

2Baugher et ~1. 1989:613.

laaugher et aI. 1989

~. McMillen kindly made his notes and archives available and shared invaluable information gleaned
from a long personal and professional association with the town and its history.
Joan H. Geismar, Ph.D. Historic Ri;;brnond Town, Tysen Court and Center S1reet Restoration February 2001

Archaeological Sensitivity Evaluation
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to in the text and on the maps as the APE (Area of Potential Effects). These maps also include the
larger, four-block study area of approximately four blocks to create a context. The base for these
graphic representations are the 19101191l "Topographical Maps of Richmond County" (Nos. 54 and
61) and the 1986 Wohl ami O'Mara "Topographic Survey of Richmondtown Restoration Area." The
information found on these figures was then detailed in tables that list, describe, and date any known
structures or features "in the APE as wen as selecied structures or features beyond it that are
associated with those in the APE (see Appendix A Tables 1-4). Included are standing structures that
. may be affected by the proposed construction and those long gone. In addition to the 1989
archaeological planning model and discussions with Bill McMillen, research was carried out at the
Staten Island Historical Society, at the Topographic Bureau of the Richmond County Borough
President's Office, the Offices of the Richmond County Clerk and County Register, the New York
Public Library, the New York Historical Society, the Moravian Cemetery on Staten Island, the
Collegiate Church" in New York City, and at the New Brunswick Theological Seminary in New
Brunswick, New Jersey (with thanks to Russell L ..Gasero, Archivist, Archives of the Reformed
Church in America). A conversation with Richard Clark, a CUNY graduate student, regarding recent
excavations he conducted at Historic Richmond Town, was also helpful.'

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Historic Richmond Town is unique for many reasons. Among them is its history as the seat of the late
l Sth- and early 19th-century government of Staten Island, its demise as the island's, and the county's,
civic center (in favor of S1. George), its years of benign neglect, and its metamorphosis into an
historic town cum museum: here original 18th-century structures co-exist with the more recent
buildings of a living community. the newly-built and renovated buildings of a museum, and the
relocated historic buildings from various eras saved for posterity. Its history, which can be traced to
the late 16005, is obviously reflected in the buildings that make-up the village reconstruction, but it
is also represented by the below-ground remains of the evolving town. These out-of-sight foundations
and deposits comprise the archaeological resources that abound in Historic Richmond Town.

The profusion of these archaeological resources was highlighted during field testing in 1999 under-
taken on both the north side of Richmond Road and the west side of Arthur Kill Road, beyond the
current area of concern. Two long backhoe-excavated trenches were opened to identify below-ground
resources in anticipation of a drainage project. The two-day field effort revealed twelve stone or
brick and stone features that were mainly foundation walls of long-demolished buildings, only some

'C'.J of them anticipated through historical research.'

As noted in the introduction, the three streets that win be greatly impacted by the proposed under-
taking--Center Street, Tysen Court, and Court Place (Figures 4 - 8)--are located in the core area of
Historic Riclunond Town.' At this writing. there are twenty-five standing structures on the blocks

5Clark 2000:Personal Communication

'Geismar 1999 -0

7A small section of St. Patrick's Place will also be impacted, but not in an ~:=-:o::..fco=:nce::::::.::m:.- _
Joan H. Geismar, Ph.D. Historic Richmond Town, Tysen Cow1 and CcnIcr Street Restoration February 2001

Arebaeological Sensitivity Evaluation
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4 View east on Center Street from the Third County Courthouse (right). Across Center Street are the
Stephens-Black House (left), the Tinsmith Shop (center), and a storage shed (right). (Geismar 8/2000)
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5 View west on Center Street from steps of PS. 28, now a museum administrative bUilding. The
Stephens-Black House (arrow) is in the distance on the right. (Geismar 8/2000)
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I 6 Tysen Court looking south toward Clarke Avenue. (Geismar 8/2000)
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7 Court Place looking north toward Richmond Road from Genter Street. The Historical Museum (for-
mer County Clerk's Office) is to the left. The Stephens-Black House and store is to the right. (Geismar
8/2000)I
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8 Court Place looking south from Richmond Road toward the Third County Courthouse on Center
Street. The Bennett House porch is visible to the left; the Stephens-Black House on Center Street is left of
the Court House and the Historical Musetlm is to the right. (Geismar 12/2000)
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included in the study area partially defined by this road network, sixteen of them within the APE. One
" of those in the APE, the Bennett House located at the intersection of Court Place and Richmond
Road (Figures 9- I O)~is scheduled for alteration during the proposed improvements. The building,
constructed in 1837, has been modified overtime (see A in Appendix A Table I).' Surrounded by
the APE but not within its defined limits is the Rezeau- Van Pelt family cemetery that dates to the 18th
century (see F inAppendix A, Table 2). This is a small family burial ground located behind the Third
County Courthouse, now a museum building on the east side ofTysen Court (Figures 11-12). As
currently defined by a mid-19th century fence, the cemetery will not be directly impacted by the pro-
posed construction, but its early historical limits have not been definitively established. Nearby was
yet another cemetery, one associated with the 19th-century Reformed Dutch Church of Richmond
erected in 1808, and possibly with an earlier Presbyterian and Reformed Dutch Church on the same
site that was active from 1769 until it was burned during the Revolutionary War. This defunct burial
ground, proven active at least by 1817 (see below), may have been partially located within the APE
(see A and B in Appendix A Table 4 and discussion of Cemeteries below).

Structures that no longer exist inthe APE, but that may have archaeological components, include the
18th-century buildings that formerly stood on the One-Acre Lot (see Nos. 1-3 Appendix A Table 3b).
This was a long, narrow plot lying between the northern and southern limits of two early patents (the
Ryder Patent to the south and the Hubbard Patent to the north). Center Street, run in 1837, now
covers most of this property believed to be the former site of a tavern, house, and barn." It appears
that the bed of Center Street has only been minimally disturbed by the previous placement of utilities
that now service standing structures and once served others that have been demolished. 10 However,
it should be noted that limited archaeological exploration by high school students in the 1970s did not
uncover any evidence of these historic 18th-century structures. II

Another potentially sensitive area is a smaIJ strip of land that will be impacted during the proposed
utility placement on Block 4444N (see Figure 3). One 18th~entury and two 19th-century structures
once stood here. next to the Voorleezer's House. The Voorlezer's House, Historic Richmond Town's
oldest surviving building, arguably Staten Island's first religious structure now moved 15 feet back
from its original site, will not be impacted by the proposed construction. In addition, in a classic
example of "what you see now is not necessarily what used to be," are all the structures indicated on
historical maps and on 1910/1911 topographical maps but are no longer extant. While remnants of
many of these structures or features were excavated in the 1960s and 1970s-particularly privy pits
(outhouse pits) found on the 1910/1911 topographical mapsl2-many more have not been addressed.
As noted in the Method section, the locations of known potential features are graphically iUustrated
in Appendix A Figures Al to A4 and those in the APE are described in Appendix A Tables 1 to 4.

'See Odiseos, Phyllis, 197280 1972b for detailed infonnation about the Bennett House

ge.g., Baugher et aI. 1989:613

l~cMilIen 2000:PersonaI Communication

llBaugheret aI. 1989:82

12McMil1en 2000;personal communication
Joan H. Geismar, Ph.D. Historic Richmond Town, Tysen CWrt and Center Street Restoration

An;haeological Sensitivity Evaluation
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9 The Bennett House look.ing northeast from Court Place. The lower story and ground levels will be
altered. (Geismar 12/2000)
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10 The Bennett House from Richmond Road. (Geismar 12/2000)
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11 The Rezeau-Van Pelt family cemetery. View is looking east from Tysen Court. Note remnants of the
mid- 19th century iron fence now protected by a wooden fence. (Geismar 8/2000)
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I
12 View east from the museum's elevated parking lot. The Rezeau-Van Pelt family cemetery is to the
right. The mid-19th century iron fencing is again visible in this view (arrow)" (Geismar 8/2000)
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And finally, it should be noted that the remnants of unknown structures could be located anywhere
in the APE in what are now the backyards of standing buildings, such as the expanse behind the
historical museum on Center Street where the Crocheron Privy, relocated from Woodrow Road, was
reconstructed in 1987, but which is otherwise now-vacant land (Figures 13 and 14).

CEMETERIES

As mentioned previously. the cemeteries of Historic Richmond Town were a focus of research. One,
the aforementioned Rezeau- VanPelt family cemetery, is still located on the east side ofTysen Court;
another, the burial ground associated with the defunct Reformed Dutch Church ofRichmond and per-
haps an earlier church on the same site,U is no longer evident, while yet another, the it Richmond
Cemetery," which is named and defined on a mid-19th-century county file map" (see Figure 15).
apparently never existed at all. IS

The Rezeau-Van Pelt Family Cemetery (Block 4442)

This small burial ground on the west side ofTysen Court as currently delineated will not be impacted
by the proposed undertaking. It is now defined by the mid- 19th century iron fence still surrounding
-it. and this, in turn, is protected by a wooden fence constructed in 1973 when the museum's parking
lot was built (see Figures 11M 12).16 Its current configuration was established at least by the mid- 19th
century. but since the cemetery dates from the late 18th century, its original size and shape may be
concerns. For example. if it was not always fenced, the location of early burials could be an issue.

The cemetery site, part of a large holding. was inRezeau possession by 1705, but the earliest known
headstones, said to have been legible in 1900, date from the late 18th century. Fourteen head and foot
stones or fragments were documented sometime after 1972~ six of these were thought to be in their
original locations. 17 The cemetery is depicted on an 1854 filemap of a subdivision of property owned
by Hannon B. Cropsey and Associates (Figure 15). On this plan it occupies a comer of the proposed
Richmond Cemetery (see below).

While this historical burial ground will not be directly impacted by the proposed construction, every
effort should be made to protect it during construction and staging activities associated with the
proposed construction. Moreover, the issue of unknown burials beyond the defined boundary should
be a consideration.

l~augheretaJ. 1989:146

l'Tile Map 1854:353

l'McMillen 2000:personal communication

l~otes in the Staten Island Historical Society Library (Stev~Barto N.D.)
-0

17W. T. Davis cited in the above-referenced notes in the cemetery file in the Staten Island Historical
Society Library (Barto N.D.).
Joan H. ~smar. Ph.D. Historic Ridunond Town, Tysen Court and Center Street RestoratPon

Archaeological Sensitivity Evuuation
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I 13 The Historical Museum, the former mid-19th century County Clerk's Office, located on

the northwest of Center Street and Court Place (also seen in figures 7 and 8). Note the windowed rear
addition added in the 19305. (Geismar 12/2000)

I
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I
I
I 14 Backyards of houses on Richmond Road located behind the Historical Museum seen to

the left. The mid-19th century Crocheron Privy (arrow) was moved from Woodrow Road and reconstruct-
ed at Richmond Town in 1987. (Geismar 1.2/2000)
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HISTORIC RICHMOND TOWN Extant and Proposed Cemeteries in Study Area

1854 (Based on File Map 353)
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The Burial Ground of the Reformed Dutch Church <Block 4463. Lot 13)

A concern in this assessment was the former cemetery of the 19th-century Reformed Dutch Church
once located on the southeast comer of the intersection of Center Street and Arthur Kill Road, then
aptly named Church Street (Block 4463).18 A schematic church structure is depicted on an 1868 file
map (Figure 16), but not its associated cemetery which may have extended into the APE. As mention-
ed previously, the church was built in t"808, about three decades after an earlier church building had
been destroyed by the British during the Revolutionary War. This earlier church may originally have
housed a Presbyterian congregation in Stony Brook until the structure was moved to Richmond in
1769 to serve a combined English Presbyterian and Dutch Protestant congregation." It is possible
this older church may also have had an associated burial ground.

In an attempt to determine the potential for disturbing unknown human remains during the proposed
construction, research focused on this defunct burial ground. Although its size, exact location, and
age are speculative. burials were known to be removed from the cemetery to the relatively nearby
Moravian Cemetery in New Dorp in 1885 when the church was officially disbanded." By 1887. the
church building had been moved to become a carriage repository located in the APE east of the
Stephens-Black House on Block 4441 (see V in Appendix A. Table 1 and Figure AI).

Records of the Moravian Cemetery proved fruitful in this research: transfer records indicate that
twenty-one bodies were removed from "The Reformed Dutch Church at Richmond Staten Island"
between November 28 and December 7, 1885.21Fourteen of those removed had been interred long
before November 1853 when the Richmond Church became independent of the Port Richmond
congregation. 22

The earliest burial in the reinterment record, Jasper Cropsy who died in 1817. is followed by Henry
Miller in 1824. Harmon B. Cropsey, a promoter of mid-19th-century Richmond development who
died in 1859--apparently the force behind the above-mentioned Richmond Cemetery--is among those
reinterred in the Moravian C~metery. 23

In November 1853. the congregation at Richmond had separated from the Reformed Dutch Church

18At that time. both Richmond Road and Churcb Street were plank roads (see File Map 1868; Figure 16).

I~augher et al. 1989: 146. 158~Richard Clark. a CUNY graduate student, conducted limited excavations
in this area. but did not find any evidence of either church structure (Clark 2000:personal communication)

~cMillen 2000:personal communication

21Ost;rander 1885; see Appendices B and C for the reinterment records from the Moravian Cemetery.

22Appendix B; Anon. 1853-1886~ at this writing attempts to locate earlier records for the Reformed Dutch
Church at Richmond have been unsuccessful.

~interment Record, 1885
Joan H. Geismar. Ph.D. Historic Richmond Town, Tysen Court and Center Street Restoration

Archaeological Sensitivity Evaluation
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II HISTORIC RICHMOND TOWN Part of Study Area 1868 (File Map 247)
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at Port Richmond whose pastor had served both congregations." The records of the congregation
at Richmond document at least fifty-four deaths among its members from 1854 through 1879t 2$ but,
unfortunately, none were definitively buried in the church yard.26 Moreover, none of the deceased
recorded in the church records are found in the reinterment record of the Moravian Cemetery. This
could indicate that not all burials were removed, or it may reflect removals to other, unnamed
cemeteries, but this is a' question at this writing. Circumstances may be similar to those found at the
19thMcentury cemetery formerly associated with the New York Naval Hospital at the Wallabout in
'Brooklyn. At that cemetery, active from about 1834 until 191O. over 500 burials documented through
research done in 1997 were unaccounted for when 987 individuals were removed and reinterred at
the Cypress Hills National Cemetery in 1926.27 The reasons for this oversight speculatively included
incomplete record keeping, badly marked burials, and the vagaries of time. Although the Reformed
Dutch Church cemetery at Richmond was smaller than the one associated with the Naval Hospital,
the same forces were undoubtedly in effect.

The church burial ground is defined as an extensive area surrounding the second Reformed Dutch
Church inmaps compiled for the 1989 archaeological planning study.28Research undertaken for this
report, however. indicates that the burial ground was located on the west side of the church. This
was established by the specification and estimate provided to the "Consistory of the Reformed Dutch
Church, Richmond Staten Island" regarding the removal of "about twenty bodies or human remains
contained in that number of graves lying in the burial ground on the west-side ofthe Reformed Dutch
Church at Richmond Staten Island.?"

The Richmond Cemetery (Block 4442)

The Richmond Cemetery shown on a mid-19th century File Map for Block 4442 may have been
mapped but was never realized. As defined on the 1854 "Map of Property Belonging to H. B.
Cropsey & Associates, Richmond, Staten Island. tt the cemetery was meant to cover the central part
of Block 4442 (see Figure 15). including a portion of the APE. Little is known about the impetus for
the Richmond Cemetery's proposed creation or for the abandonment of these plans. As mentioned
previously. included within its proposed boundaries was the 18th to 19th-century Rezeau-Van Pelt
family cemetery (see Figure 15).

24Anon., 1853-1886

25Anon .• 1853-1886~ Anon, 1854 - 1880a; Anon., 1854 -'1880b

26800 Appendix B. Table 1 for an alphabetical list of deaths from various church records (1853-1886), at
least some of them undoubtedly buried in the church yard, and Appendix B, Table 2. for a chronological list that
includes information from the reintennent record of the Moravian Cemetery in New Dorp ..

27Geismar 1997~ TAMS 1999

'lIlaaugher et al, 1989:142-143

29Specifications and Estimate 1885
Joan H. Geismar, Ph.D. Historic Richmond Town, Tyscn c:ourt and Center Strecl Restoration

Archaeological Sensitivity Evaluation
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'ere definitively buried in the church yard.26 Moreover, none of the deceased
t:I records are found in the reintennent record of the Moravian Cemetery, This
ot all burials were removed, or it may reflect removals to other, unnamed
~a question at this writing. Circumstances may be similar to those found at the
i'j formerly associated with the New York Naval Hospital at the Wallabout in
netery, active from about 1834 until 1910, over 500 burials documented through
7 were unaccounted for when 987 individuals were removed and reinterred at
ional Cemetery in 1926.27 The reasons for this oversight speculatively included
ing, badly marked burials, and the vagaries of time. Although the eformed

te at Richmond was smaller than the one associated with the Na Hospital,
e un oubtedly in effect., 1

•

I ~;u

round is efined as an extensive area surrounding the seeo Reformed Dutch
ipiled for e 1989 archaeological planning study.2B h undertaken for this
idicates that e burial ground was located on the we ide of the church. This
he specificatio and estimate provided to the "Consi ry of the Reformed Dutch
Staten Island" re arding the removal of "about tw ty bodies or human remains
mber of graves I' in the burial ground on the -side of the Reformed Dutch
id Staten Island.?"

netery (Block 4442)

rnetery shown on a mid-I century He Map for Block 4442 may have been
lever realized. As defined on the 1 4 "Map of Property Belonging to H. B.
ates, Richmond. Staten Island,' t cemetery was meant to cover the central part
e Figure 15), including a ponion the APE. Little is known about the impetus for
netery's proposed creation or or e abandonment of these plans. As mentioned
xl within its proposed bou aries the 18th to 19th-century Rezeau- Van Pelt
ee Figure 15).

;3-1886

n., 1854 - 1880a; Anon., 1854 - 1880b

[fixB, Ie 1 for an alphabetical list of deaths from various urch records (1853-1886), at
do edly buried in the church yard, and Appendix B, Table 2, or a chronologica1list that
li'o. the reintennent record of the Moravian Cemetery in New

al, 1989:142-143

ms and Estimate 1885
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FINDINGS

The tables and graphics mentioned in the Method section and cited here are presented in Appendix
A Tables 1-4 and FigUresAl to A4. They were developed to coordinate the research findings regard-
ing the archaeological sensitivity of those parts of five blocks and selected street beds inHistoric
Richmond Town. the project APE. that will be affected by the proposed undertaking. Grey contour
lines found on the figures are from 1910/1911 topographical maps while black contour lines are from
the 1986 Wohl and O'Mara survey. It should be noted that reproducing these lines may have caused
some distortion. It should also be noted that Figures Al to A410cate all known structures in the study
area to establish associations and context for those in the APE. For consistency. the letter desig-
nations used in the table and on the figures follow those found in Baugher et al. 1989. The reader is
referred to that report to identify structures and features on the maps but not in the APE. Exceptions
are the Rezeau-Van Pelt Cemetery. the 1769 Presbyterian and Refonned Dutch Church, the 19th-
century Reformed Dutch Church at Richmond, and the Voorleezer's House, all of them outside the
APE but described in Appendix A because of their associations with features and structures in the
APE. A block-by-block written summary of the findings in the APE is provided below. A tabular
summary of the construction dates by century of all known structures in the APE will be found in
AppendixC.

Block 4441 (Aggendix A Table 1. Figure AI)
No. ofstructureslfeatures documented in the APE: 35
No. ofstructureslfeatures standing in the APE at this writing: 10
Changes in the APE topography 1910111 to 1986: minimal

The historic Bennett House (A). built on the northeast comer of Richmond Road and Court
Place in 1837, is an extant structure in the APE that will be altered during the proposed
construction. Planned for the lower level facade on Court Place and for the adjacent grounds
at street level. the alterations are to be made where previous disturbance has occurred. The
ground alteration is mainly grading with fill. Also in the APE is the Stephens~Black House on
the northeast comer of Court Place and Center Street (DD). This 1837 building has been
altered over time. Other standing structures-the carpenter shop (E), the Eltingville Store
(llli), the Transportation Museum (CC), and a storage shed (U}-were either built by
Richmondtown Restoration or relocated to their various sites. One standing dwelling, the
Schwiebert House (P), and the brick foundation with a frame extension from a Carriage
Factory (R) are 20th-century structures. Several known privies (C, I, and K) were excavated
in the 19605; another (Q). associated with the extant Schwiebert House (P), and therefore
dating to about 1910, has not been excavated. The former Reformed Dutch Church at Rich-
mond (see C on Figure A4), built in 1808. was moved to this block in 1885 to become the
now-defunct Carriage Repository (V). Other demolished structures (B~D, F-O. Q, T, V, W-
z.AA. BB, EE-GG. KK) either date from the 20th century or were not originally located on
the block. However, unknown structures or features may be an issue.

Bock 4442 (Appendix A Table 2, Figure All
No. of strueturcsfeatures documented in the APE: 5
No. ofstruetureslfeatures standing in the APE at this writing: 2
Changes in the APE topography 1910/11-1986: minimal ..,

Joan H. Geismar. Ph.D. Historic Richmond Town, Tysen Court and Center Street Restoration
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While there are only two standing structures in the APE--one. the 1837 Third County
Courthouse located on Center Street (G), now a museum building, the other a gatehousel
watchman's shanty (E) on Tysen Court near Clarke Avenue built by Richmondtown Restora-
tion in 1967-the historic Rezeau- Van Pelt family burial ground (F) is found here. This small
burial ground will not be impacted by the proposed construction, but its original (18th-
century) boundaries are unknown, a fact that should be considered during project planning.
The current plans include construction of a service structure next to the cemetery. The three
other former structures documented in the APE ( A-e) date from the 20th century.

Block 4443 (Appendix A Table 38. Figure A3l
No. ofstructureslfeatures documented in the APE: 15
No. ofstructureslfeatures standing in the APE at this writing: 4
Changes in the APE topography 1910/1 1-1986: minimal

Four structures remain within the APE: the Edwards-Barton House (X), dating from about
1870, the County Clerk's Office (DD), built in 1848, now Historic Richmond Town's
historical museum, the mid-19th century Crocheron Privy (GG) relocated from Woodrow
Road in 1987, and a barn foundation (U) built in the 19705. The Bdward-Barton House
apparently stands on the site of the earlier (1767) Swaim House (V). The First County Jail
(A). built c.1710. is among the demolished structures as are Aquilino's store-a 20th-century
pizza parlor and store (Y), a privy (AA) and a privy or cistern (BB)--both excavated in the
1960s--and a garage (CC) dating from 1917' or 1926. Other demolished 19th-century
buildings include an unidentified structure (0) on Center Street, a succession of 19th..centwy
outbuildings (EE}-possibly including a late- 19th-century water closest--built c. 1878, Swain's
"Waggon" House (HH) noted on an 1802 survey," andan insurance office (FF) built in 1876.
Also among the demolished structures is a 20th-century garage (Q).

The One-Acre Lot (Appendix A Table 3b. Figure AJ)
No. of structureslfeatures documented in the APE: 3
No. of structures/features standing in the APE at this writing: 0
Changes in the topography 1910111-1986: none except road repairs or utility placement

Potential sensitivity in this area is considered high, although limited excavations in the 1970s
did not uncover any evidence of archaeological features~.AJI fonner structures at this locat-
ion-a house/tavern (1), a small house (2). and a stable (3)--were of 18th century origin. The
exact location of these structures is unknown.

PIa Block 4444N (APJ>endixA Table 3c. Figure A3)
. No. ofstruetureslfeatures documented in the APE: 4 plus the Voorlezer's House
No. of structures/features standing in the APE at this writing: 0
Changes in the topography 1910/11-1986: undetermined

JOumd Survey. 1802
Joan H. Geismar, Ph.D. Historic Richmond Town, Tpen Court and Center Stroet RestontiOP
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This strip of land was the former site of a late-17th-century blacksmith shop (B) and three
19th-century structures: the Sarah Wood House (C), a shed (0), and a possible late-l9th-
century privy (H). The late-t tth-century blacksmith shop (B) may have been associated with
the Voorlezer's House (A), a standing structure beyond the APE but noted in Appendix A
Table 3c because of its close association with the blacksmith shop and because of its historical
significance. The possible privy is associated with the Voorlezer's House after it was
. Converted into a hotel and tavern at the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th.
This feature has not been excavated.

Block 4463 (Appendix A Table 4. Figure A4)
No. of structures/features documented in the APE: 4
No. of structures/features standing in the APE at this writing: 0
Changes in the topography 1910/11-1986: minimal

The four known structures or features in the APE include part ofa 20th-century outbuilding
(L), a tenanted house built in 1869/1873 (K), and the Court House Hotel (S) built between
1855 and 1858. Perhaps most importantly, they "alsoinclude the burial ground of the Reform-
ed Dutch Church at Richmond (B). This cemetery is definitely associated with the 19th-
century church (C), but a pre-Revolutionary war church on the same site, the 1769 Presby-
terian and Reformed Dutch Church at Richmond (A), could also have been associated with
this burial ground (although the church sites are outside the APE, A and C are included in
Appendix A Table 4 because of their association with B). Based on the history of the
associated churches, the burial ground may have been active for more than a century. While
research has now indicated that the 19th-century cemetery was located on the west side of
the church, it is possible that any burial ground associated with the earlier church could have
been located elsewhere in the vicinity of the church edifice. Based on church records and the
reinterment record at the Moravian Cemetery. it appears that burials, or the remnants of
burials. could still remain within the APE along Center Street near Arthur kill Road.

SUMMARy AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In summary. four issues of potential or known sensitivity have been identified through the research
presented here. One is the potentia] for the remains of historic structures in the bed of Center Street
in the area known as the One-Acre Lot. Another is the potential for burials associated with churches
once located on the south side of Center Street on the east side of Arthur Kill Road (Block 4463),
some ofthem possibly dating to the 18th century. Yet another is the potential for unknown burials
associated with the ISth-century Rezeau- Van Pelt Cemetery (Block 4463) that might extend beyond
the cemetery as defined since the mid-19th century. And finally. but perhaps most importantly. are
any unknown archaeological features that might be present in the APE and are to be expected at a
long-occupied. historical village such as Historic Richmond Town. .

It is recommended that an archaeologist be present to monitor any trenching within the APE on all
four blocks east ofRichrnond Road (Blocks 4441, 4442. 4443, and 4463) and within the boundaries
of the One-Acre Lot on Center Street. It is also recommended that pre-construction testing be carried
out in the vicinity of the two burial grounds where impact will occur and on Block 4444N. west of
Arthur Kill Road. where 18th and 19th-century foundations and associated features may be issues.

Joan H. Geismar. Ph.D. Historic Riclunond Town, Tysen ColIn and Center Stm:l Resloralion
Ardul.eological Sensitivity Evaluation
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'his strip of land was the former site of a late-17th-century blacksmith shop (8) and three
19th-century structures: the sarihWood House (e), a shed (D), and a possible late-l9th-
ntury privy (H). The late-17th-century blacksmith shop (B) may have bee associated with
e Voorlezer's House (A), a standing structure beyond the APE but no ed inAppendix A

T ie 3c because of its close association with the blacksmith shop and b se of its historical
si . cance. The possible privy is associated with the Voorlezer' House after it was
. conv ed into a hotel and tavern at the end of the 19th century and e beginning ofthe 20th.
This fI ture has not been excavated.

endix A Table 4 Fi re A4
stnJ~lres!features documented in the APE: 4

No, )f stru eslfeatures standing in the APE at this
Cluuges in til topography 1910/11-1986: minimal

The four known tructures or features in the APE in ude part of a 20th-century outbuilding
(L), a tenanted ho e built in 1869/1873 (K), and e Court House Hotel (S) built between
J 855 and 1858. Pe ps most importantly, they' 0 include the burial ground of the Reform-
ed Dutch Church at ichmond (8). This ce etery is definitely associated with theI9tb-
century church (C), bu a pre-Revolutionary ar church on the same site, the 1769 Presby-
terian and Reformed Du h Church at Ric and (A), could also have been associated with
this burial ground (althou the church s' es are outside the APE, A and C are included in
Appendix A Table 4 becad~e of their sociation with B). Based on the history of the
associated churches, the burial.ground ay have been active for more than a century. While
research. has now indicated tha~the h-century cemetery was located on the west side of
the church, it is possible that any bu al ground associated with the earlier church could have
been located elsewhere in the vici of'the church edifice. Based on church records and the
reintermem record at the Mora an emetery, it appears that burials, or the remnants of
burials, could still remain wit . the AR along Center Street near Arthur kill Road.

SUMMARY AND RECOMME J\TIONS

In summary, four issues ofpote ial or known sensiti ity have been identified through the research
presented here. One is the pot tial for the remains of .storic structures in the bed of Center Street
in the area known as the One- ere Lot. Another is the p ential for burials associated with churches
once located on the south s· e of Center Street on the east side of Arthur Kill Road (Block 4463),
some .of the~ possibly day6g to the 18th century . Yet another is the potential for unknown burials
associated WIth the 18th-century Rezeau- Van Pelt Cemetery (Block 4463) that might extend beyond
the cemetery as definedlsince the mid-19th century. And finalI~;\but perhaps most importantly, are
any unknown archa (ogical features that might be present in the APE and are to be expected at a
IO~g-OCCUPied,hist .cal village such as Historic Richmond Town\

It IS recommend that an archaeologist be present to monitor any tre~ching within the APE on all
four blocks ea of Richmond Road (Blocks 4441, 4442, 4443, and 4463) and within the boundaries
ofthe One- re Lot on Center Street. It is also recommended that pre-construction testing be carried
ou~ in th~ inity of the two burial grounds where impact will occur and o'rt\BJock 4444N, west of
Arthur Kill Road, where 18th and 19th-century foundations and associated features may be issues.,
Joan H. Geismar. Ph.D. Historic: Richmond Town, Tysen Court and Center Street Restoration February 2001
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Any features found inpreconstruction testing, or during monitoring, should be documented through
drawings and photographs, and associated artifacts should be collected. Should significant features
be found, efforts should be made to avoid and protect them as well as to document them. A report
on the methods and findings of monitoring or any preconstruction investigations should be prepared
to become part of the historic record of Historic Richmond Town.

Joan H. Geismsr, Ph.D. Historic RiclJmond Town, T)'SCIICourt and Center Street Restoration
Archaeological Sensitivity Evaluation

20

Febnwy2001



I
I
I
I

'I
j

'I
I
I
1
I
I.
/1
(

:1
1.1
[I
[I

t,l
[,1
I

BffiLIOGRAPHY

Anon., 1854 - 1880a. Records of Members in Fun Communion of the Reformed Dutch
Church at Richmond. Staten Island. Ledger on file at the Archives of the Reformed Dutch Church
in America. Gardner A. Sage Library, New Brunswick, New Jersey.

_, 1854 - 1880b. Records of Baptisms. Reformed Dutch Church, Richmond, S. I.Ledger
, on file at the Archives of the Reformed Dutch Church in America. Gardner A. Sage Library,
New Brunswick, New Jersey.

__ , 1853·1886. Minutes. Ref. D. Church, Richmond, Staten Island. Ledger on tile at the
Archives of the Reformed Dutch Church in America. Gardner A. Sage Library, New Brunswick, New
Jersey.

Baugher, Sherene, Edward J. Lenik, Stephen Barto, Kate Morgen, Daniel N. Pagano, and
Robert W. Venables. 1989. An Archaeological Planning Model of Riehm ontown Restoration, Staten
Island, New York. Prepared for the New York City Landmarks Commission. March 1989.

Barto, Steven, N.D. Notes on the Rezeau-Van Pelt Family Cemetery. Staten Historical
Society Library.

B~ 1.B. Atlas of Staten Island, Richmond County. 1. B. Beers & Co., New York. Collec-
tion of the Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.'

Cerami, Tina, 2000. Personal communication. Secretary, Moravian Cemetery, New Dorp,
Staten Island.

Clark, Richard, 2000. Personal communication. Graduate student, Graduate Center, City
University Of New York.

File Map, 1868. No. 386: Map of Property Adjoining the Village of Richmond, Late ofHenry
I. Seaman, Deceased. Filed by Jacob R. Cropsey September 28, 1868. Richmond County County
Clerk's Office, St. George, Staten Island.

File Map, 1854: No. 353: Map of Property Belonging to H. B. Cropsey Esq. & Assoc's,
Richmond, Staten. Island, 1. J. Clute Surveyor. Richmond County County Clerk's Office, S1.George,
Staten Island.

Geismar, Joan H., 1999. Historic Richmond Town, Archaeological Field Testing - Letter
Report. Prepared for the Staten Island Historical Society. Prepared by Joan H. Geismar, Ph.D. June
1999.

____ ---', 1997. Archaeological Evaluation (Stage IA Documentary Study) Fonner
Naval Station (NAVSTA) New York, Navy Yard Annex Site, Brooklyn, New York. Prepared for
Northern Division by Joan H. Geismar, Ph.D. under contract to TAMS Consultants, Inc.

Joan H. Geismar, Ph.D. Historic Richmond Town, Tysen Coun and Center Street Restoration
Archaeological Sensitivity Evaluation

21
February 200 I



J
:1
~I
[I
[I
~I
:1
"1
"I
~I
;~I
~I
II
LI
[J
[J

.1
.,1
I

BffiLIOGRAPHY (continued)

Land Survey, 1802. Survey ofProperty at Richmond, Staten Island, "For Debtors Imprisoned
in the Jail of [Richmond County):' Depicts location of "Swaims [sic] Waggon [sic] house:'
September 18. 1802. Collection ofWmiam McMillen, Director of Restoration, Historic Richmond
Town. Staten Island.

McMillen, William. 2000. Personal communication. Director of Restoration, Historic Rich-
mond Town., Staten Island.

Odiseos, Phyllis, 1972a. Preliminary Report of Research done on the History of the Bennett
House. On file, Staten Island Historical Society Library, Staten Island.

--- , 1972b Summery of information on Bennett House as Found in Attached
Notes. On file, Staten Island Historical Society Library, Staten Island.

Ostrander, Father J. 1885. Superintendent, Moravian Cemetery, New Dorp. Specification and
Estimate for Removal of Remains From Reformed Church Yard at Richmond. September 16, 1885.

Reinterment Record. 1885. Interment Record, Lot 6, Section D. Typescript. Moravian
Cemetery, New Dorp, Staten Island.

Restoration Plan, 1992. Richmondtown Restoration. Comprehensive Site Restoration and
Development Plan. Project Report. Volume I. Prepared for NYC Department of General Services,
NYC Department of Cultural Affairs, Staten Island Historical Society. Prepared by Miceli Kulik
Williams & Associates, Inc. Landscape Architects, with Mesick Cohen Walter Architects, Daniel R.
Porter m Historic Site Administrator, Wealer-Cohen Associates, Inc. Mechanical Engineers.
Contract No. PV341-D. July 10, 1992.

Richmond Town Restoration, N.D. The VoorJezer'sHouse: an Illustrated Guide. Riclunond
Town Restoration Staten Island Historical Society.

TAMS, 1999. Pre-Final, State of the Research, Naval Hospital Cemetery, NAVSTA
Brooklyn, Historical Documentation. Prepared for the US Department of the Navy Northern Division
Naval Facilities Engineering Command. Prepared by TAMS Consultants and Joan HGeismar. June
1999. .

Topographic Maps of Richmond County, 1910/1911. Borough of Richmond Topographical
Survey. On file, Richmond Borough HalJ, Staten Island."Nos 54 and 61

Wohl and O'Mara, 1986. Topographic Survey of Richmond town Restoration Area. Capital
Project No. PY 341-Civil Engineers and Land Surveyors. 544 Vanderbilt Ave. Staten Island, N.J.

Joan H. Geismar, Ph.D. Historic Ridunond Town, 1Ysen Court and Cen1er Street Restoration
Archaeological Sensitivity Evaluation

22
February 2001



I
'I
[I
[I
[I
~I
"I
'~I
':1
"I
.:1
.1
~I
:"1,..

[I

rJ
fl
I
I

II HISTORIC RICHMOND TOWN APPENDIX Known Structures and Features in the APE II A II

Joan H. Geismar, Ph.D.
o

Historic Richmond Town, Tysen Court and Center Street Resloration
Archaeological Sensitivity Evaluation

23

February 2001



I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
'll
~I
I
I
I

APPENDIX A Table 1. Block 4441 Known Structures and Features in the APE (Figure AI)
Existing Structures in bold type & italicized; t~~~1(~\fti~~t?,)J20lhc I structures are screened as shown

Map Lot Name and/or Type of
ill· No Structure or Feature Dates Remarks

c 22 Privy 1911- 1926135 On 1917 Tapa map; replaced by garage ("'0"
below); excavated 1960sf1970s

o 22 Outbuilding (garage) c 1926135 - 1965 Built on site of "C,. (above)

E 22 Carpenter's Shop 1966 - P1'eS6nt (Anstructed by RTR

I 25 Privy c 1911 - c 1950 Ambrose G. Taylorl Alvin Ellis property; exact con-
struction date unknown; replaced by chicken coop
(not shown on map). then a shed ("r below); exca-
vated 1960.sl1970s

I 25 Outbuilding (shed) c 1963 - c 1969 Removed by RTR

K 26 Privy/Shed c 1911 - c 1960nOs 6 fl: square excavated 1960nOs

:~~':~;}~'?~{~~~<,,;t~::~~3t;;l~~W;~)~~~~~~~%~:~~~":
P 30 Schwiebert House 1910 - present John F Schwiebert's resi,ullce; ;11 Schwiebert

Family unti/1944; extensive alterations

Q 30 Privy c 1911 - c 1960nOs Poss privy on Schwiebert's S lot tine ("P" above)

Joan H. Geismar, Ph.D. Historic Richmond Town, Tysen Court BDdCenb:r Stteet Restorati.Oll
Archaeological Evaluation

FebruaIy 2001
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APPENDIX A Table I. Block 4441 Known Structures and Features in the APE (Figure AI)tw.:~~~~,;,~7tf.."'.c-Y.~,,".,._,~. • T. ,"

Existing Structures in bold type & italicized; ~:~~;:¢iN;:~l~~'L.:~,·A2011>C I structures are screened as shown

Map Lot Name and/or Type of
In· No Structure or Feature Dates Remarks

b(':~;~:}:?~",;1'~?:··:t-:~~~~¥~tti'~h~t·;_~.·<i:.·:;~:..;t~t~::~-1~8{:_";·:::···.:~~::~)7~Za~~·~rt~~~j3.i~-~~:··:;-: :.,:'::::.>
U 32 Storage Shed 1967 - present Construcb!d by RTR

.~;1~~i~~~:.~;*~:c·~~~~f~:O;.::·.i~i~.~~I~J;
~:,~;L(!~'.:,~: •.•"'••.•:,? '-,;:;~1~~2'~~'~?;;'"~.~;~~~{'

Appears to be on same site as CW' (above)X 12 Outbuilding c 1911 - c 1927

9 House, 279 Center St c 1922 - 1956
Y

Z 12 House, 283 Center 8t c 1922 - 1965/66

AA 12 Garage 19531 - 1965

BB 9 Garage 19531 ~ 1956

Klussman residence until RTR in 1963; human
bones purportedly found during house construction

Baumann residence; successive owners documented

Frame garage; demolished/removed

Frame garage; demolished/removed

CC 9 & Transportation Museum 1967/68 - present Constnu:ted by RTR
12

f;r>,,;;,Ji.:';='*~~~&.,l~{;~:·"'••"·.••.ff!.~~~
~:.:::lrt.;~,t',;;ct~::~9:":::',"'~~)1'1t~17~~':
·PF::~~··,'':·;:is~/:·:..:Qut~dm8~~) ',.' ',"'·~.i~~8~·'1~~:.:i.,:.-:-. :::~j~,$i¥~~:·~~iac~;~i~t1ili~;-~~r'·./.'\.·:,:
GG 15 Outbuilding (privy?) c 1911 - 1960nOs Rear ofLat 15; Stephens -Black property

HH 15 Eltingville Store c 1961 - present Relocated to Rkhmontltown

n IS Co/onStore 1969 - PNSettt

JJ 15 p,.;." 1968 - present RJ!located to Richmondtownfrom Joul7U!llY
House, Richmond Valley in 1968; builtc 1860

Joan R Geismar, Ph.D. Historic Richmond Town, Tysen Court and Center Street Restoration
Afchaeological Evaluation

Febrwuy 2001
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II HISTORIC RICHMOND TOWN Block 4441, Court Place, and Part of Center Street

Existing and Proposed Infrastructure
within the ProJect Area

-G- proposed new gas line
- W- proposed new water line

proposed new sanitary line
proposed new storm water tine

- E - proposed new electric line
- T - proposed new telephone line
- X - existing/not In contract utility tine

contract limit line

..~~.~"",,-,... .... oJ~: :.-.! '

·~:::"::..~r

A.
N

------ 19th century structure I contract APE====== I block beyond current contract

========I I project area beyond Block 4441

~ standing structure

Based on 1910/11 Richmond County topo maps,Wohl & Q'Mara 1986, and Baugher et at. 1989.
Grey contour lines are 1910/11, black contour lines are 1986.

See Baugher at at. 1989 for description of structures/features beyond the APE.

o 60

20th century structure Ft.

26
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Map
ID*

Lot Name and/or Type of
No Structure or Feature Dates

1965 -present

Remarks
A 24 Carriage Shed/Garage 19027/07 - 1965 By 1907 but poss earlier; plo Court House Hotel

complex ("Bn, "C", below. & "D" Figure A2); poss
built by Julius Dobler owner in 1902

B 24 Shed/Garage 1907 - 1965 By 1907 but pass earlier, pIa Court House Hotel
complex ("A"above, ..C" below &. "D" Figure A2)
pass built by Julius Dobler owner in 1902

c 24 Bam/Garage (2-story) 1902?107 - c 1935 By 1907 but pass earlier; plo Court House Hotel
complex C'A"& "B"above &. "D"Figure At) pass
built by Julius Dahler owner in 1902

E 24 .

Joan H Geismar, PhD. Historic Richmond Town, Tysen Court and Center Stt'eet Restoration
Art:baeological Evaluation

February 2001
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APPENDlXA Table 2. Block 4442 Known Structures and Features inthe APE (Figure A2)
Existing Structures in bold type & italicized; ~, .'~;:~~:::'~:.§'~:::;;;::;201h C structures are screened as shown

Map Lot Name and/or Type of
ill* No Structure or Feature Dates Remarks
A

By 1907 but pass earlier; pia Court House Hotel
complex rA"& "B"above & "D"Figure A2) pass
built by lulius Dobler owner in 1902

24 Carnage Shed/Garage 19027/07 - 1965 By 1907 but poss earlier; pia Court House Hotel
complex ("B". "C", below, & ''0'' Figure A2); pass
built by Iulius Dobler owner in 1902

B 24 Shed/Garage 1907 - 1965 By 1907 but pass earlier; plo Court House Hotel
complex ("A"abov~ "C" below & "I)" Figure A2)
pass built by Julius Dobler owner in 1902

c 24 Bam/Garage (2-story) 19027/07 - c 1935

E 24 1965· present Relocated to Richmonthuwll; assoc "AVew Dorp
RRStotion

loan R Geismar, Ph.D. Historic Ricbmond TCMn,Tysen Court and Center S\reet Restoration
Archaeological Evaluation

February" 2001
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II HISTORIC RICHMOND TOWN Block 4442, Tysen Court, Part of Center Street, and Part of Clarke Aven~e

r '

Existing and Proposed Infrastructure
within the Project Area

-G- proposed new gas line

- W- proposed new water line

proposed new sanitary line

proposed new storm water line

- E -- proposed new electric line

- T - proposed new telephone line

- X - existlnglnot in contract utility line
contract limit line

-:.~, •••• "_......,.-a._ ..... ~ _

~.' .

t'
I
j

i
I
I

;;-t
't

,/

•
........... ••• 18th century structure

~ standing structure

* possible location of LL

..
N

contract APE

- - - - - - 19th century structure block beyond current contract

project area beyond Block 444220th century structure Based on 1910111 Richmond County topo maps,Wotll & O'Mara 1986, and Baugher et al. 1989.
Grey contour lines are 1910/11, black contour lines are 1986.

See Baugher at al. 1989 for description of structuraslfeatures beyond the APE. 28
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APPENDIX A Table 3a. Block 4443 Known Structures and Features in the APE (Figure A3)
~. . ~ "J:;'\i?:".'.:;;~~~'~~·\:-:"::~·.,~

Existing Structures inbold type &italicized; ,.>,'., ..~..~;~~t~:(t;.g'.~,:}\201h C structures are screened as shown

Name and/or Type of
Structure or Feature

:~Q;\~Ms;t:;~:j:r;~i,~':~~~~i~~~~~};:'t:~~;~;;~ttJ~1jA~ti~?~i/~*'X{~:tv~~f~W~.j¥-0}
Q 11 Garage c 1911/17 - 1932 Pass built by McCall & Turner owners 1913~1918

u 1JtlI'n Foundation11 Constructed by RTR

y

2 x 3 ft; c 12 ft beyond SW (rear) comer of
Edwards - Barton House; we not fully detennined;
excavated 1960sl70s

8 Aquilino's Store &
Restaurant

c 1926 - 1966 Fonner lohn S. Edwards' property

AA 8 Privy c 1911 - c 19601708 Edwards family privy? 5 x 6 ft; 40 ft beyond SW
(rear) corner of Edwards - Barton House; excavated
1960sl70s

BB 8 Privy/Cistern? c 1911 - c 1960170s

CC 8 Garage c1917126-c1981 NrWlotboundary

Joan H Geismar. PhD. Historic Richmond Town. Tysen Court lIIId Ceoter Street Restoration
Arcllaeologice1 Evaluation

February 2001
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structures are screened as shown

Map
ill*

Lot Name and/or Type of
No Structure or Feature Dates Remarks

Joan H. Oeismar, Ph.D. Historie Riclimond Town.. T)'BeIl Court and Center Street Restoration
Archaeological E\'lIluation

February 2001
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APPENDIX A Table 3c, Block 4444N Known Structures and Featln'es in the APE (Figure A3)
Existing Structures in bold type & itaIi~ 1.~/~J"i¥;~;~t,~;2()d1c~====~=;==:::::::!=:=====================;t

Name and/or Type of
Structure or Feature

Joan H. Geismar, Ph.D. Historic Richmond Town, Tysen Court lIJld CeaI.cr Street Restoration
ArclIaeological Evaluation

February 2001
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II HISTORIC RICHMOND TOWN Block 4443, The One-Acre Lot. Block 4444N, Part of Richmond Road, P~rt of Center Street

Existrng and Proposed Infrastructure
within the Project Area

-c- proposed new gas line
-w- proposed new water line

proposed new sanitary line
proposed new storm water line

-- E - proposed new electric line
-- T - proposed new telephone line
- X - existing/not in contract utility line

contract limit line

•• •••••• •••••• 18th century structure A
N

o
I

60contract APE
Fl.

- - - - - - 19th century structure block beyond current contract

project area beyond Block 4443 and part of 4444N and APE

One-Acre Lot (part of)

Based on 1910111 Richmond County topo maps,Wohl & O'Mara 1986, and Baugher et at 1989.
Grey contour lines are 1910/11, black contour lines are 1986.

See Baugher 91 al. 1989 for description of structureslfeatures beyonJ the APE.

20th century structure

standing structure

32
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APPENDIX A Table 4. Block 4463 Known Structures and Features in the APE (Figure A4)
Jt~ crg~!.1.~·;::l:·:;"t'/:/4, ,~:.,~._,~::~~;-,

Existing Structures in bold type & italicized; :6~tA'Q~:.c.\~,i20dl C structures are screened as shown
• r.1.._ - ..•~~;," ':c ,_,' •• _

Name and/or Type of
Structure or Feature

~;;~~i[f~8?"1,1I'f;;'~\jli!!~1~:'~t~;it5~JI~.i'~;
'~,1):~';~~~,~j,:~~;i~:~~~~;:;;~ti~:~~(~~~;',I!~~:;,..",fI••••• ;~
L 5 Outbuilding (vault) c 1910 - 1965 Originally an office vault behind 328 Center St

...Designations are those used inBaugher et al. 1989
tBeyond project APE; included because of its association with structures/features in the APE
•• The One-Acre Lot (1699) in the bed of modem Center 8t; bounded W by Arthur Kill ReI; East by Tysen Ct;
includes east side of Block 4442 (Lots 11 & 42); west side of Block 4444 (Lot 24)

Footnotes:
I "'V' inBaugher et al. 1989:323
2 Church records indicate the congregation of the Reformed Dutch Church at Richmond dissolved in 1875
3 "J" & ''K'' are misidentified inBaugher et al. 1989, corrected here
" The 1887 Beers map in the collection of the Library of Congress fails to indicate this structure, pass a map-maker's error

Abbreviations:
approx = approximately; btwn = between; ident = identified; or = near; poss = possibly, posStble; prob = probably,
probable; pIa = part at; RTR = Richmond Town Restoration; SIHS = Staten Island Historical Society; tapa ""
topographical; unid = unidentified; wI = with

loan H. Geismar, Ph.D. Historic Richmond Town, Tysen Court IIDd Center Street Restoration
ArcbaeoJogical Evaluation

February 2001
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II HISTORIC RICHMOND TOWN Block 4463, Tysen Court, and Part of Center Street

existing and Proposed Infrastructure
within the Project Area

-G- proposed new gas line

- w- proposed new water line
proposed new sanitary line

proposed new storm water line

- E - proposed new electric line

- T - proposed new telephone line

- X - existing/not in contract utility line
contract limit line

••••••• ••••••• 18th century structure A
N

o
I

60contract APE

FI.
- - - - - - 19th century structure block beyond current contract

project area beyond Block 4463

standing structure

Based on 1910/11 Richmond County topo maps,Wohl & O'Mara 1986, and Baugher et al. 1989.
Grey contour lines are 191 0/11, black contour lines are 1986.

See Baugher et at 1989 for description of structuresffeatures beyond the APE.

20th century structure

Note: See Figure A3 for information about the One Acre Lot (western part of Center Street)
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II HISTORIC RICHMOND TOWN APPENDIX

1

\
J

Deaths/Burials/Funerals from Records of the II B II
Reformed Dutch Church, Richmond, Staten
Island 1854-1875 and the Moravian
Cemetery, New Dorp 1885

Joan H. Geismar, Ph.D. February 2001Historic Richmond Town, Tysen Court and Center Street Restoration
Archaeological Sensitivity Evaluation
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APPENDIX B T bl 1 AI hab 'cal Listi fR ded Ri hm d Ch h D th 1854 1875a e IPI ett 1 mg o ecor c on urc ea s -
Date of Deaths!
BurialsIFunerals Name Comments

1211211858 Abeel, Harriet Preached funeral sermon on this day

81111858 Baker,Mr. Of New York; preached funeral sermon on this

113111858 Barton, Col. -
512111864 Bedell, Mrs. Wife of Silas Bedell

2128/1861 Bedell, William Son of Mrs. Susan Ann Bedell

8/24/1859 Brown, David Son of David Brown of Princess Bay

7/26/1859 Brown. Mary Dod -
4/25/1858 Brownlee ,Wife of Rev. James Preached funeral sermon (on Wed)~ Brownlee

ofDRC of Port Richmond

8/1/1858 Clark, Frederick -
10129/1859 Cole, Mrs C. A. Sister of Cornelius Cole of South Side

1/11/1864 Cole, Cornelia Daughter of Mrs. Cornelius Cole

No Date Cole, Sarah Wife of Cornelius Cole

7/1/1861 Crocheron, Mary Widow

No Date Cropsey, Elizabeth Wife of Jacob Cropsey

1211511859 Davie, Marion Smith 11 years old, born 7/2/1848~ W.B. and Sarah
Davie parents .

sn/l858 Egben, Mr. Barnen, the Elder Funeral sermon I0I3I/l858~ member of the
church; "died w/in last two months"

2126/1870 Infant, Egbert, Susan Daughter of Mr. W. H. Geib; died of a brief
illness

8/25/1861 Ford. Thomas -
81211857 Garrison, Peter (Colored) died Wed last buried Fri; 14 years old

5nt1877 Garretson, Ann -
4/2/1866 Garretson, Annie -
No Date Geib, W. H. -
J2II211858 Guinnegaed(?), Catherine Aged 9 weeks

Snll868 Ketchem, Phillip -,
•12130/1860 Ketchem, Sarah Wife of Phillip Ketchem

411111858
,

Lake, Mrs Cornelia Of Springville; preached funeral sermon last)

Thurs

Ion IS51 Infant Child of James Lake; Freshkill

12n11863 Louden, Catherine Widow

Joan H. Oeismaf, Ph.D. Historic Richmond Town, Tyscn Court and Center Street Restoration
ArchaeoIDgical Sensitivity Evalualion
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APPENDIX B T hi 1 AI hab 'cal L' , d d Ri hm d Ch h D th 1854 1875fRa e JD: etl istmg 0 ecor e c on urc ea s -
Date ofDeathsl
BurialsIFunerals Name Comments

4n/1856 M'Lean. Catherine -
5/13/1858 Mersereau. Joshua Of South Side; buried. this week

819/1857 Mersereau. Stephen Aged. 4 Y2 years

Intl85S Musier, Catherine -
·12111867 Osborn.. Eleanor See 12/22/1864 Eleanor Osborn below

·12122/1864 Osborn. Miss Eleanor Who died Thursday night

12/12/1857 Parssels, Mrs. Catherine Of Richmond; sister of Joseph Lytel

11n/18S7 Perine, John Of South Side

5/23/1864 Randolph, Catherine Louise Daughter of James F. and Emma Randolph

413/1864 Randolph, Peter G. Son of John and Annie Randolph

5/15/1857 - Segnine, Mary Catherine Daughter of Joseph C.V. Seguine; was dying
• when baptized

6/111857 Scott, Andrew -
2/24/1865 Simonson, John William Son of John W. and Charlotte A. Simonson;

born 7/14/1860

?nt1879 Stephens. Ann Eliza -
10/11/1864 Stephens, Child 7 months old; child of James W. and Emily

Stephens

No Date Stephens. Daniel -
4/13/1862 Stephens, Mrs. MaJy Widow of John Stephens

?ntl868 '':.Tysen,Emily Mrs. J.W. Stephens

7/28/1854 Tysen, Infant, Sarah Ann Child of David and Eliza Lake Tysen; Funeral
sermon held Sunday 7130/1854

212/1866 Tysen, Richard -
9/1711854 (Sunday) Unknown A large funeral

7ntl8SS Wendling, Anna -
No Date Williams, Catherine Williams -
8/16/1857 '. Williams, Mrs. Mother of Benjamin; this past week; aged. 87

9ntlS58
"

Williams, William T. Williams Funeral sermon 1O/3111858~member of the•
\

church; "died w/in last two months"

3/1011865 -' Winnant, Fanny Widow
.Possible repeat: Miss Eleanor Osborn (died 12/22/18641) and Eleanor Osborn (died 12.fl11867?) may be same
individual One death is listed. in the minutes (Anon. 1853 - 1886), the other in the Record of Members in Full
Communion (Anon. 1854 -1880a)

.~, Joan H. OeiSllllU'. Ph.D, Historic Richmond Town, Tvscn Court and ~ Stred Restoration
Archaeological ~itivity Evaluation
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APPENDIX B Table 2. Chronological Listing of All Recorded DeathsIBurialsIFunerals1817-1879
(burials removed to the Moravian cemetery 1885 are bold & italicized)

Date ofDeathsl
BurialsIFunerals Name Removal Date

-
411811817 Jasper Cropsey Removed 1214111185

7/2811824 Henry Miller Removed 1112811885

9/15/1825 Jane »",.ham Removed 11/28/1885

911711825 Andrew »",.ham Removed J112811885

912311825 Ricky Durham Removed 1112811885

10126/1826 Eli:ldJeth Cropsy Removed 12/4/1885

7123/1827 Cornelius C. Cropsey Removed 12/4/1885

8/23/1827 Sara Crane Pienon Removed 1112811885

1011211830 Harman Cropsy Removed 12/411885

7126/1835 Smith Jv. DeHart Removed 1112811885

61511850 SflSiIII ManhaU Removed 1113011885

111211852 Elkabeth Miller Removed 1112811885

7/28/1854 Infant. Sarah Ann Tysen -
9/17/1854 (SlUIda¥) Unknown -
Int1855 Catherine Mosier -
7nt1855 Anna Wendling' -
4ntl856 Catherine M'Lean -

5/15/1857 MaIy Catherine Seguine -
61111857 Andrew Scott -
81211857 Peter Garrison -
8/9/1857 Stephen Mersereau -
811611857 Mrs. Williams -
.l.Qn1857 Infant -
Un/18S7 John Perine -

,
1211211857 Mrs. Catherine Parssels -
1/3111858 Col. Barton -

\
411111858 Mrs Comelia Lake -
4125/1858 J Wife of Rev. James Brownlee -
5/13/1858 l Joshua Mersereau -
8/111858 Frederick Clark -
Joan H. Geismar, Ph.D. Historic Ridunond Town, T}'llefI Court and Center Street Restoration

Archaeological sensitivity Evaluation
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APPENDIX B Table 2. Chronological Listing of AURecorded Deaths/Burials/Funerals 1817-1879
bo(burials removed to the Moravian Cemetery 1885 are Id & Italicized)

Date ofDeathsl
Burials/Funerals Name Removal Date

81111858 Mr. Baker -
snl1858 Mr. Barnett Egbert. Elder -
9n11858 William T. Williams -
2/12/1859 HIU7IUIII B. Cropsey Removetll2/'f1l885

12112/1858 Catherine Guinnegaed(?) -
1211211858 Harriet Abeel -
1/26/1859 MaIy Dod Brown -
8/2411859 David Brown -
10/2911859 Mrs C. A. Cole -
12115/1859 Marion Smith Davie -
1213011860 8arah Ketchem -
212811861 William Bedell -

1/111861 Maty Crocheron -
812511861 Thomas Ford -
4/13/1862 Mrs. Ma1y Stephens -
1211/1863 Catherine Louden -
1/1111864 Cornelia Cole -
4/3/1864 Peter G. Randolph -
5/2111864 Mrs. Bedell -
5/2311864 Catherine Louise Randolph -
10/1111864 Child -
1212211864* Miss Eleanor Osborn -

~
2/24/1865 John William Simonson -

{

- 3110/1865 Fanny Winant -,.
4/2/1866 . Annie Garretson -
2/211866 1 Richard Tysen -
12n1867* Eleanor Osborn -

~,

51?/U'68 Phillip Ketchem -,

o

o
Joan H. Geismar. Ph.D.

• - •. .1

Historic Richutond Town, T~ Court and Center Street Resl.oration
Archaeological Sensitivity Evaluation
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APPENDIX B Table 2. Chronological Listing of Recorded DeathsIBurialsIFunerals 1817-1879
(burials removed to the Moravian Cemetery 1885 are bold & italicized)

Date of Deaths!
BurialsIFunerals Name Removal Date
6/17/1868 John Mtmhall Removed 1113011885

?n/1868 EmilyTysen -
2126/1870 Infant; Susan Egbert -
5nt1877 Ann Garretson -
?nll879 Ann Eliza Stephens -
No Date Sarah Cole -
No Date Daniel Stephens -
No Date Catherine Williams -
No Date Elizabeth Cropsey -
No Date W. H. Geib -
No1Jtlte Unknown Removed 11130/1885

No Date Unknown ChUd Renwved 11/3/1 BBS

No Date Unknown Child Removed 11/3/1 BBS

No Date Unknown Child Removed 11/3/1885

NoDDle Unknown ChUd Removed 11/3/1885

No Date Unknown .Adult Removed 1217/1885

No Date Unknown .Adult Removed 1217/18BS
··Possible repeat: Miss Eleanor Osborn (died 12122/18641) and Eleanor Osborn (died 121?/18671) may be same
individual. One death is listed in the minutes (Anon. 1853 • 1886), the other in the Record of Members in Full
Communion (Anon. 1854· 1880a)

Known burials possibly in the Reformed Dutch Church, Richmond, cemetery = 75 individuals, but with caveats:
1817·1854 = 13 named and dated, 1 dated but unnamed; 1855 through 1879 = 49 named and dated;
unknown dates = 5; unknown name and date = 7. It should be noted that unnamed burials from the
Moravian Cemetery records could be among those named in the records of the Reformed Dutch Church,
Richmond. Given this caveat, a minimum of 68 deathslburialslfunerals are documented in these records .

-,..
I

Joan H. Geismar, Ph.D.
i February 2001Historic Richmond Town, Tysen Court and Center Street Restoration

Archaeological Sensitivity Evaluation
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IIHISTORIC RICHMOND TOWN APPENDIX Summary of APE Structure Dates by
Century IIell
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Joan H. Geismar, Ph.D.
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APPENDIX C Table 1 Structures and Features in APE

Block No. 18111 Century 19lh Century 20lh Century Totals

Block 4441 - 16 19 35

Block 4442 - 1 4 5

Block 4443 2 7 6 IS

Block4444N 1 3 - 4

One-Acre Lot 3 - - 3

Block 4463 1 2 1 4

Totals 7 29 30 66

APPENDIX C Table 2 Extant Structures and Features in APE

Block No. 18111 Century 19lh Century 20lh Centurv Totals

Block 4441 - ~ 3 7 10

Block 4442 - 1 1 2

Block 4443 - 3 1 4

8lock4444N - - - -
One-Acre Lot - - - -
,Block'4463 - - - -,
Totals , - 7 9 16

\,
I loan H. Oei~: Ph.D.",
l.~/-../'

Historic Richmond Town, Tysen ~urt and Center Street RestoratiDII
Archaeological Sensitivity EvaluatiDII
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