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STAGE 1B ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY
OF THE
VICTORY BOULEVARD DEVELOPMENT
STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK

INTRODUCTION

In accordance with the requirements of the New York.State Department of
Environmental Conservation we are submitting this rinal report on the
Stage IB testing of the proposed Victory Boulevard development project.
The purpose of this Stage IB Archaeological Survey is to provide
evidence of the presence or absence of archaeclogical sites within the
project area, It was concluded in our Stage IA Sensitivity Study on
this project (Roberts & Farkas 1988), that this location could
potentially preserve evidence of both prehistoric and  historiec
occupation.

The Victory Boulevard development project area is 1~~~ ted in western
Staten Island. The project area parcel is bounded to the southeast by
Victory Boulevard, to the south by other properties fronting Cannon
Avenue, to the southwest by Meredith Avenue, and to the northwest and
northeast by other properties. The Victory Boulevard project area is
located on the northern side of the village of Travis. See Figure 1 for
the location of the project parcel.

This report is organized in the following manner: first, this
introductory section describing the purpose of the survey and the
location of the project area: second, a section describing the

subsurface testing conducted; third, a section describing the
stratigraphy encountered; fourth, a section on the analysis of artifacts
recovered; and finally, the conclusions and recommendations. A
quantified inventory of all artifacts recovered during this survey is
included as an appendix.

FIELD TESTING

The subsurface testing of the Victory Boulevard development project area
was conducted from the 4th of April to the 4th of May 1988. The
subsurface testing was planned to include a maximum of 67 shovel tests
arranged on a 100 foot grid pattern to cover all locations where
testing was feasible, primarily the southeastern portion of the project
area, If any potentially significant archaeclogical deposits were
discovered during the 100 foot grid interval testing, then 50 grid
interval tests were to be conducted in those locations.

The actual subsurface testing performed included 24 shovel tests. See
Plate 1 and 2 for illustrations of the shovel testing. The decrease in
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Figure 2: Locations of Shovel Tests within Project Area.



the number of shovel tests was due to the fact that the boundary of the
marshy area covering the northwestern portion of the project area was
found to be closer to Victory Boulevard than originally expected. This
eliminated approximately 37 shovel test locations. In addition, fairly
dense and heavy fill deposits were found near the southern boundary of
the project area up to five or more feet in thickness, eliminating
several additional showvel test locations. See Figure 2 for the locations
of the 24 -shovel tests completed within the project area. The
methodology employed for the shovel testing was rather straightforward.
Roughly square tests approximately 1.5 feet on a side were excavated to
a depth of 2.0 to 3.0 feet, until the subsoil was exposed or until the
test was impeded by excessive ground water or other obstacles. See
figure 2 for the locations of the shovel tests. all soils from the
shovel tests were screened through 1/4 inch mesh for the recovery of
artifacts. Soils were excavated and recorded by natural stratagraphic
deposits. For all of the shovel tests, the strata encountered were
measured, described and recorded utilizing the Context System. See
Appendix 3 for a description of this system, and Appendix 2 for the
original survey record forms.

STRATIGRAPHIC SUMMARY

The stratigraphy encountered and recorded during the subsurface testing
of the Victory Boulevard project area can be summarized as follows. From
two to four layers were recorded in the 24 shovel tests excavated. The
uppermost layer in most cases was a silty loam or humus with rootmat,
usually Irom reeds. The loam and root mat ranged in color from dark
reddish brown to very dark brown with dark brown predominating. Its
thickness ranged from 0.2 to 1.6 feet and was usually approximately 0.6
feet thick,. Below the loam layer in most cases was a second layer
ranging in texture from a clay to a sand with silt the most commonly
encountered. This second layer contained only a few shale and other
lithic inclusions. Its color ranged from yellow brown to dark brown with
dark red brown most common. : The second layer ranged in thickness from
0.3 to 1.1 feet, averaging 0.7 feet. Due to the occasional presence of
organi¢  inclusions and historic artifacts this layer is  being
interpreted as a former plowzone. In approximately 45% of the shovel
tests the second stratum was not present, and the subsoil was found
directly underneath the topsoil, especially in the northwestern porticns
of the project area where the conditions were marshy. In the majority of
cases three layers were observed. The third (and usually final) layer
ranged in texture from sand to clay with silt most common. Its color
ranged from yellow-brown through grey brown and strong brown to red
brown and red with dark reddish brown predominating. Shale 1inclusicns
were fairly common. The upper surface of the third layer was found from
0.2 to 2.0 feet below the surface, averaging 1.0 feet below the surface.
The third stratum was interpreted as natural subsoil. In only cne of
the shavel tests four layers were observed. This fourth stratum
consisted of gravel with some sand, and contained (1ltural material. It



was interpreted as fill. The color was dark grey brown. This fill layer
was found at 0.2 feet below the surface and was 0.2 fes* thick.

ARTIFACT PROCESSING, ANALYSIS AND INVENTORY

Subsequent to all fieldwork, all recovered materials were washed,
marked, stabilized, and catalogued in the Greenhouse laboratory. The
majority of artifacts were washed in room temperature tap water with
added ORVUS paste (modified sodium lauryl sulfate), which is a non-ionic
detergent. Harsh detergents leave an alkali residue if not completely
rinsed away, and will chemically attack certain artifacts (the
overglazed decoration on porcelain, for instance). ORVUS is a mild and
free-rinsing surface active agent with a low pH of 6.3, Metal artifacts
were systematically dewatered by submersion in acetone immediately after
rinsing. Bones vrecovered were usually dry brushed, unless recovered
from a2 wet context. Lithie materials for analysis were cleaned using an
ultra-sonic cleaner, This insures undamaged, clean edges to facilitate
microscopic analysis. The drying procedure was dependent upon the
condition of the artifact. The standard procedure employed was slow air
drying on screens in the laboratory processing area.

Rl]l recovered materials were then catalogued according to the National
Park Service Cultural Material Data Base taxonomy for artifacts (see
Appendix 1). All historic artifacts were coded as to group, class, and
material. All diagnostie historic artifacts such as glass and ceramics
were dated based on the stylistic and technical criteria according to
their TPQ (terminus post quem, or beginning date of manufacture). The
TPQ provides a time frame for establishing the initial date after which
the deposit had to have been laid down.

Subsequent to cataloging, all artifacts were then computer inventoried
on the micro-computer data base system, which provided sorted catalogues
with totals and dates for each excavated group of artifacts by units of
stratigraphic association. The final inventory is reproduced on paper
and appears as Appendix 1, and is available on any floppy disk format as
an ASCIT file on request.

Results of Artifact Analyses:

B total of 84 artifacts were recovered from the Stage IB testing of the
Victory Boulevard development project area. Nearly all of the artifacts
date to the historie peried, ineluding a number of rather modern items,
and only one possible prehistoric artifact was recovered.

The only possible prehistoric artifact came from Cx. 14.03. It was
identified as being a secondary quartz flake. A close examination of
this artifact 1led tec the conclusion that although it could have been
produced during the prehistoric period, it could also have been knocked
off a quartz cobble during plowing, and therefore could date to the



historic period. WNo other possible prehistoric artifacts were noted.

The historic artifacts recovered consist of modern debris such as
plastics and aluminum cans, as well as older items, Overall, these
items can be summarized as household and building
construction/destruction debris from the late 19th and 20th centuries.
Construction/destruction related materials included red brick fragments,
window g¢lass, iron nails, wire and fragments from linoleum £looring.
See Plates 4 and 5 for examples. Household or occupation related debris
included container glass, ceramics, slag and coal fragments. See Plate

3 for one of the 19th century occupation related artifacts. The most
recent items recovered are most likely the plastic artifacts, such as
the toy gun from Cx. 24.01. See Plate 6. The historic artifacts were

interpreted as representing debris disposed of along the edge of the
marsh at various times during the last century.



CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Despite the presence of 9 known prehistoric sites within a two mile
radius, and the existence of some sandy soils on the project area, the
Stage IB shovel testing failed to identify the presence of any
prehistoric archaeclogical sites within the Victory Boulevard project
area, The few historic remains encountered were interpreted as late
19th and 20th century debris dumped along the edge of ‘the marsh. This
debris included building destruction rubble and automobile parts that
were observed but not collected. No historic structural remains or
subsurface features were found. It is our opinion that no significant
cultural resources from either period were present. The lack of
potentially significant finds from either period combined with the
nature of the scils seen within the project area, dense fill deposits of
up to five feet thick near Victory Boulevard and Meredith Avenue as
well as very spongy water saturated soils to the north and west,
convinced us that any further testing of this location would be unlikely
to yield additional evidence. Therefore the shovel testing completed
represents a level of effort equivalent to a 100 foot grid pattern ovéer
the portions of the project area that could be tested.

This final report documents the procedures and results of the Stage IB
archaeological survey of the Victory Boulevard development project in
Staten Island, New York. Based on this objective subsurface testing and
surface inspection, it can now be concluded that no potentially
significant prehistoric or historic archaeclogical resources are present
within the boundaries of the Victory Boulevard development project area.
We can now confidently state that additional testing is not necessary
and no Stage II or Stage Il work is recommended.



Plate 1:

Plate 2:

View of southeastern portion of the project area looking
southeast towards Victory Boulevard.

Shovel Testing in progress.




Plate .3: Cx. 1,01 Small body sherd of undecorated Whiteware,
TPQ 1820 (South 1972; Noel Hume 1976).

Plate 4: Cx. 12.01 Wire Nail, TPQ 1834 (Sickels 1972:67).



Plate 5:

Cx. 15.01 Hexagonal Porcelain Tile, possibly for
bathroom floor or wall.

Plate 6:

Cx. 24.01 Plastic Toy Gun, "Cougar' brand.
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APPERDIX I

THE COMPLETE ARTIFACT INVENTORY

including:

Table 1; The National Park Service Material Culture
Coding Chart (partial listing).

Table 2: Coded examples from the Data Base.

Table 3;: Data Base Codes for Ambiguous Items.

Data Base
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) - CROUPS AWD CLASSFS

KITCUFN CROUP 09
01 Dinhes

02 Contalners

0) Tablevere

04 Fitchenvere

BONE CROUP
0] Hamunlis
01 Ares

03 Beprilia
D4 Asphibie
05 Pleces

ARCHITECTURAL GROUT

01 Window Glans

02 Naila

0} Spikes

04k Door & Windov Wardwere 10
03 - (nher Strocturel Rardware

06 Construction Meterials

FURNITIRE CROUP

01 Hardware

02 Feterisls

03 lighting Device

04 Decorstive Furnishinge

AR CROUP

01 Projectiles

02 Cartridge Cane 98
03 Arsa Actesmories

04 GCun Parta

QOTILIRG CROUP

01 Apparel

01 Ornamentation

0) Mating and Repair
04 Fantenern

PERSONAL GROUP

0t Coins

02 Keps

03 Vrittng Pare-hernalin

04 Crooming anc yglene *
05 Personal Orne_entetion
06 Other Personsl Jtems

TAOLIN TOBACCO PI1PE CRONP
01 CKeclin Pipe Claan

Table 1:

ACTIVITIFS CrOUP
ol

02
0
ot
03
0
[}
]
L]
10
11
12
13
14
13
16

Construction Toole
Fore Tools .
Leinure Activities
Fishing Gear

Fonkaolin Pipe

Sacking Accessories
Fottery Clann

Storage Ttrma
Fthnolaunal Zaologicel
Stadle mnd Rern
Rincellancous Hardware
Specinlized Activities
Milftery Objectn
Hounekeeping

Public Services
Fthnobotenicol

PRENISTORIC GROUP
01

oz
03
0k
03
06

or
o8

09

Veepons

Dowmestic

Stone Vorking

Wood Vorhing

Digging Tools

Other Fabricating or
Processing Tools

Other Ceneral Mility
Touls

Cerenonial 8 Ornamental
Miscellanecus Artifecte

UNSPICIFIFD GrOMP

APPENDIX 1

MATERTALS - COMMON LIST (claasnified)

INORCANTIC MATERIALS

CERAMIC

003 esrthenvare

004 ironmtone/granite/vhitevare
001 porcelain

002 stonevare

134 undifferentisted cerenic

Clar

04T clay

061 haolin
079 red clay

CORSTRUCTTON
069 brick
071 cement
070 morter
072 plaster

GLASS

078 glass

013 glave, wilk

112 elag and clinker

T METALS

029 aluminmm

035 chrome

026 cuprous setal
0I8 ferrous mllay
021 pold

03  1red

09 eercury

019 wilver

031 stewl

003 tin

136 ondifferentisted metal

STOWE

129 egate

073 assbesteon
133 chalk

051 chert

Dib gravel
109 jet

038 liwestone
Od] amrble
049 wica

058 obaidian
0357 ochre

D68 precicus stone
053 quarts
O3 gquertrite
0)9 sandatone
04k shale

040 plate

060 stestite
04} wschist

116 wndifferentinted stone
0L7 prantte

Coding Chnrt wiLh Croup, Class nnd Mnterial

Common List (Ndtional Park Service Material
Culture Data Base),.

ORCANIC MATERIALS

CrLUROSIC

113 tbark

108 burlep |

12R  charcoal

031 cork

DBT cotton !
1M fiberboard/mmaonite
0A5  hewmp

Ol)  paper

006  wood

121 cetlulose sveds/seed covering

CORSTRCTION
091 asphele
123 formica
101 linclevw
102 ter paper

WAX .
076 wvax

GUN/RESTN .
0I0 rubder, elastic
009 rubber, hacd

FETROCHYMICALS
073 carbon
095 coel

OLB graphite
6 rer

PROTYIN

118 chitin {arthroped, exosheleton)
106 fele

1212 [flech
016 bair

117 herstin (horns/fingernail/clave)
015 lesther

107 ik
090 wsponge, natyral
105 wool

COMBINATION MATERIALS
017 bone

132 tvory

067 pearl

089 shell

STNTHETIC WATERIALS
103 cellulold

088 nylon ¢

008 plestic

077 woap

091 sponge, synthetic
104 synthetic

TEITILE
15) undifferenttated tentite
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APPENDIX 1

GPOIPS AND CLASSFS

EITCHFN

01 Dishes

02 Centainers
03 Toblewnre
04 Kitchenvare

BONF. CROUP
01 Mammalie
02 Ares

03 Regtilia
04 Anphibia
05 Piaces

ARCHITECTURAL GROUP

0l Windov Clama

02 wHsile

03 Spikes

0 Door & Vindov Herdvare
03 Other Structturs] Hardvare
D6 Construction Meterisla

FURNTTIRE CROUP

Gl Hardware

02 Materiala

03 Lighting device

04 Decorstive Furnishings

ARMS CROUP

0l  Projectiles

02 Cartridge Cane
03 Arw Accessorien
04 Cun Parta

CLOTHING CROP

01 Apparel

02 Ornascntatfon
03 Meking & Repalr
04 Fasteners

PERTOMAL CROUP
01 - joing

D2 Reyn

0) Writing Peraphernalie
B4 Crooming § Myglene

03 Personsl Ornementstion
06 Other Pernons) Iiems

EAOLIX PIPE GROUP
01 [Esclin Pipe Clags

SAMPLE ARTIFACTS

Mistoric fregments, plste, ceup, anlt cellay o0

Bottle glans frogments
Eatfng Utensils
Cooking Utensils, por, kettle

Homme1 Bones
Bird Bores
Reptile Pones
Awphibisn Roren
Finh Bonen

V¥indov pane gless
Copper nalle, 1ron nails
Pellroed apikes
Doarknob, dour hinge
Pipe, fireplace tiles

10
Brick, mortmr, metrs) roofing

Handle, drawer puli, latch

Steve parta, cheir part, bed frame
Candlestick, Jonp bane

Flower pot, clock parts, wase

Shet, bullere

Cartridge

Cun flimtw, bullet wolds, powder horn
Fistel bartel, flint Jock assembly

Ret, coat, mcarven, tlove, shoe

Besde, wequin, hatpin, (eather

Thiwble, straight pin, slraight scinsore
Buttone, snaps, buckles, cuff linkp

Silver cotns, copper roine
Door lock heys, pudioch keyn

‘Quill, fountsin pen nib, graphite pencil

Rair brush, reror, msrror, tweerern
Jevelry, ribbon, ornaments}l cowb
Pochet watch, key chatn, pocket bnife

Laclin pipe frognenta

Table 2:
Culture Data Base).

CROUIPS AND CLASSES (cont'd)

ACTIVITIES CFOUP

01 Construction Tosls

07 Farm Tools

03 Lefsure Activities

0L Fishing Cear

05 Monksolin Fipe

06 Smobing Accenacries
07 Pottery Clasa

08 Storage lienm

09 Ethnofeunsl Zoclogicel
10 Stable and Barn

11 Miscellanecun Unrdunre
12 Specielized Activities
13 HMilitery Objects

14 Kousekeeping

15 Public Services

16 Ethnobotanical

PBIISTOMIC GRODUP

0l VWeppone

0 Domeptic

03 Stone Vorking

Ol Wood Working

03 Digging Toola

06 Other Fabricating or
Froceasing Tools

07 Other Cencral Uriliy
Tools

D8 Ceresonisl and Ornaments)

0% Miscellsneous Artifects

Coded Examples (National Park Service Material

Are head, dril] bit, maw, paint Brush
Hoe, rake, plov blade

Marbles, few's harp, doll perte

Fish hooks, winkers, crab trap

Corncol pipe

Snuff win, tobacco Uin, pipe cleaner
(Indien) water jar, effigy pot

Crock, barre]l stpwes, wacks

Oyster ahelln, crab phells

Stirrup, horse shoe, rein, harness belt
Rope, bolte, nuts, wvanhere, chain
Button blenks, mctsllurgic debria, snggare
Inaignia, bayonets

Broos, coat hanger, washboard

Sever pipe, whter pipe

Prefectile point, stlmtl hook
Yesse]l, mortar, pestle
Hemecrstone, baton, [leke, core
Celt, grooved axe

Roe

Drill, chisel, weedle
Enife, prismstic blade, chopper

Sheet, gorget, bead
Function unknown



APPENDIX 1-

THE ITEMS LISTED BELOW MAY BE AMBIGUOUS OR HARD TO PLACE IN & TAIONOMIC CATEGORY, BUT
AS A CONVENTION, FOR INVENTORY PURPOSES, WILL BE CODED AS FOLLOWS:

Unident Wood Frags 98 00 Q06

Construction Wood, Wooden

Pegs, Wood Planks 03 06 006
09 16 00b

Twigs, Branches
Burnad Wood (Farcial) Code a8 wood (above) snd put “burnt wood" in the
commants ssction.

Charcoal & all small frags
of coapletaly burnt wood Code as charcoal
Casl §6 00 095

Slag, burned coal, vitrified
metalvorking or manufacturing

by=products 98 00 112
Panciles 0) 06 003
DelfL firsplece tiles,

wall akirting, etc. O: Ot D03

Porcelain bacthrooa ciles,
pther bathroos furniture

(cub, toslet, #1c) 01 05 001
Chaaber Fot Gk 02 ()
Flower Pot 04 04 002
Taerh 02 () 132
Fish scales 0 09 118
Coral 98 00 119
Eggnhull 0% 09 L9
Sesds, Swed Covering 09 16 121
Schist {construction) 03 06 043
Scntat {unidenc) 9% 00 042
Red Brich 03 06 189
Yellow Brick 0} D6 155
Lincleua 0l 06 105
Mectal Hardware 03 06 ()
(probsbdly constructien)
Furniture Hardware K 01 ()
Misc, hardware {other
and unident), screvs, csr
parts o i ()
Lasther Shoe Paris 06 Or 0Ol%
Unsdent Lesther scraps 9 00 Q15
Lescher Personal ltens 07 { ) 0l5
’
Table 3: National Park Service

Marerial Culture Data Base Codes for Ambiguous ltems



Page No. ! Greenhouse Consultants Inc.
06/20/88
Victory Blvd., Staten island, N.Y. Inventory
Context Ge Cl Mat Identity Count  Weight Comment tpg Reference

01 01 01 001 PORCELAIN FRAGHENT

00 01 OI CO4 UNDEC WHITEWARE

.01 01 02 078 CONTAINER GLASS FRAGMENT
01 98 00 008 UNIDENT PLASTIC FRAGHENT
01 01 02 078 CONTAINER ELASS FRAGMENT
01 98 00 CO8 UNIDENT PLASTIC FRAGHENT
02 03 06 069 RED BRICK FRAG

02 09 [t 029 UNIDENT METAL FRAGS

02 98 00 095 COAL

98 00 008 UNIDENT PLASTIC FRAGS

01 02 078 CONTAINER GLASS FRAGMENT
03 01 078 WINOOW GLASS

01 01 003 BUFF BODIED EARTHENWARE
04 02 088 LAWN CHAIR WEBBING

98 00 093 COAL

03 01 978 WINDOW GLASS

2 03 01 078 WINDOW GLASS

.02 98 00 000 UNIDENT FRAGS

8.01 03 01 078 WINDOW GLASS

8.02 01 Ot 004 UNDECORATED WHITEWARE
10.01 01 02 078 VERY TKIN CLEAR GLASS
10.01 01 02 078 CONTAINER GLASS FRAGHENT
10.01 03 01 078 FLAT GLASS FRAGS

10.01 03 06 093 ASPHALT

10.01 98 00 029 ALUMINUM FRAGHENT

10.01 98 00 095 COAL

10,01 98 00 112 SLAG

11.02 09 11 026 COPPER WIRE

11.02 98 00 0%5 COAL

[2.01 63 02 029 ROUND NAIL

12,01 03 04 101 LINOLEUH

12.01 09 11 028 #IST UNIDENT METAL

12.01 98 00 095 COAL

13.01 01 02 978 CLR CONTAINER GLASS FRAG
13.01 03 04 073 ASPESTOS

13.01 03 06 069 BRICK FRAGMENTS

13.01 09 09 089 SHELL

14.02 03 01 078 WINDOW GLASS

14.02 03 04 072 PLASTER

14.02 09 09 089 SHELL FRAGMENT

14,02 98 00 124 UNIDENT PEBBLE

14.03 01 02 008 STYROFOAN FRAGMENT

14.03 03 02 028 ROUND NAILS

14.03 03 06 070 HORTAR

14.03 10 03 053 POSS FLAKE

14.03 98 00 112 SLAG

14.03 98 00 095 COAL

15.01 03 04 001 RORCELATH TILE

16.01 01 01 003 UNGLAZED RED EARTHENWARE

2
1
3
1
!
1
2

L
1
4
4,
3
5.
3,
3.
3.
5.0
6.0
6.0
7.9
7.0
7.0
7.0
7.0
7

e e e e R O e i 2 T T e e Y

HARD PASTE
0DY SHERD

TINY,BODY SHERD

POSS CHIMKEY (AMP GLASS
VERY THILK

WINDOW &LASS

SHINGLE
F
B
C

PLASTIC COATED, POSS .t [VE
0SS BURNED

1820 SOUTH:1972, N. RUKE:1974

1820 SOYTH:1972, N, KUKE:

1974



Page No, 2 Greenholise Consultants Inc.
06/20/88
Victory 8lvd., Staten Isiand, N.Y. Inventery

Contest Gp Cl Mat Tdeniity Count  keight Comment ipg _ Reference

16.0% 0% 02 078 CLR CONTAINER GLASS FRAG
16,01 03 02 028 UNIOENT NAIL

14.01 09 11 028 UNIDENT METAL FRAGMENT
16.61 0% 1t 028 WIRE RUSTED

16.01 98 00 029- ALUHINUM FRAGHENT CORRODED, POSS CAN FRAGMENT

1 0.0 RINSHERD -
I 6.0 '
i 0.0
! ¢.0
§ 0.0
17.01 98 00 095 COAL 2 1.0 BURNED
3 0.0
1 0.0
1 1.0
| 0.0

CORRGGED
CGRROGED

19.01 01 @1 003 UNGLAZED RED EARTHEMNARE POSS FLOWER PGY SHERDS
20.01 03 01 078 WINDOW GLASS WEATHER -WORN
24.01 01 02 078 CLR CONTAINER GLASS FRAG g0DY SHERD
24,01 0% 03 008 PLASTIC TOY GUN ‘COUGAR' ERAND
¥ Total ¥xx



APPENDIX 2:
SURVEY RECORD SHEETS

1-24



SURVEY RECORD SHEET : Postholes, Auger holes, Shovel tests

ROCT: [ dn CootinaTEs +7e2, Ve L
SITE : SUPERVISOR : EXCAVATOR : SCREENED 7 DATE/: TEST TYPE
’ N of “f.y |ANDNO. :
L =
w.e )ff _ 4 T Ay
STRATIGRAPHY. :
LAYER DEFTH » DESCRIPTION COLOR FULT. MAT. NOTES
{ E { SR Cltdrie g
1 c-. 7 3
i Ar[ L
. ; 4.5 48
2 A f g | Ay Lo |G
. neg
’ 2.5 ye
3 - Aﬂl—d“? M 3pf . N
/' 5 J ; H_" hpd Lr
4
5
3
7
3

* Give depths reletive to ground turface
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APPENDIX 3
THE CONTEXT SYSTEM

Complex strata were a possibility within the project area, so a field
recording system that could encompass this situation as well as the
large number of finds expected, was required. Another requirement of
the system was that it be compatible with computerized data management.
It was with these requirements in mind that the field recording system
used in this project was selected.

The stratigraphic recording system used at the site was derived from
recent developments in British archaeological field methodology. In
this system, the term Context is used to represent the minimal unit of
stratification,. On this project, this was the smallest observable
natural stratigraphic deposit within a grid unit, A unique 3-digit
Context number was used to identify each Context observed and described
in the field, Contexts representing parts or all of strata are treated
in exactly the same manner as those representing parts of all of the
features. Each Context is given its own identifying Context number when
initially described. It can then be interpreted as a feature or part of
a stratum at any stage during the excavation or post-excavation
stratigraphic analysis. In the case of deposits with a series of lenses
or layers within a feature, decimal subdivisions of the Context number
were employed ({i.e. 397.02), to stress the relationship of these
deposits as part of the same feature. This system can easily be used on
a site where excavation by arbitrary stratigraphic units has been deemed
necessary. The context was also used on this project to record the
location of surface finds, both in relatively large areas and
individually located artifacts.

The primary record of each Context is the Context or Survey Recording
Sheet. Most of these forms should be self-explanatory. BAll the various
slots and boxes were filled in immediately with the appropriate
information by the excavator. Particular attention was paid to the
accurate recording of the soil texture and inclusioens, the Munsell color

‘reading, and the various stratigraphic inter-relationships.

There are a number of advantages in the Context recording system. The
use of only one number register to identify all varieties of soil
deposits eliminates the premature interpretation of deposits that was
necessary with many other reccrding systems. It is often difficult, if
not impossible, to classify soil deposits when they are initially
uncovered. Using the Context system, deposits are simply assigned
Context numbers and excavated, They can be interpreted or re-
interpreted at any time during or after their excavation without any
need to change their identifying Context numbey, This leads directly to
the Context system's second advantage. There is no possibility of
confusing numbers issued from one register with these from any others if
there 1is only one number register used to record and identify soil
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deposits. Another advantage is derived from using this single
identifying number not only for the soil deposits and its description,
but also for all the artifacts from the deposit during all stages of
their processing, analysis and curation. One further advantage is the
ability to expand the system. The Context number=z ~ve a potentially
infinite sequence, so any size site or survey can bé encompassed. The
final advantage present here is that the Context system is a digital

recording system. As such, it is immediately adaptable for computer
entry and numerical data sorting.



