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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this archaeological survey is two-fold. First is to document the presence
or absence of prehistoric and/or historic archaeological resources within the Page and
Bartow Avenues project area in southwestern Staten Island through the use of physical
testing techniques. Second, is to determine the potential for eligibility to the New York
State and National Registers of Historic Places as well as to determine the boundaries of
any archaeological resources found within the project area, also through the use of
physical testing techniques.

The Page and Bartow Avenues Development project area is located in southwestern
Staten Island. The project area consists of Lots 1, 3, 8, 11, 16, 18, 20, 28, 30, 33, 35,
38, 58, and 62 on Block 7756. This archaeological testing report covers all of the project
area excepting Lot 30 and the western end of Lot 35. These locations will be the subject
of another testing report.

The Archaeological/Historical Sensitivity Evaluation Report on this development
concluded that this parcel could preserve evidence from the prehistoric period. A
prehistoric secondary burial of a child and dog was discovered just south of the eastern
end of the project area during the 1960s. The location of this site, Page Avenue North,
is shown as including the project area (Greenhouse Consultants 1997:4, 17). An
archaeological survey consisting of shovel tests on a 30 foot grid pattern, augmented by
additional tests should a potential site be discovered, was recommended for all parts of
the project area not seriously disturbed.
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Figure 1 Project area location shown on portion of U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute series Arthur
Kill quadrangle, 1966, photorevised 1981.



FIELD METHODOLOGY

The archaeological testing of the Page and Bartow Avenues project area took place from
May 22, 1997 through June 6, 1997. This parcel of approximately 1.6 acres was initially
investigated by excavating shovel tests located on a 30 foot grid pattern or as close to the
grid intersection as possible. This strategy was proposed by the Principal Investigator and
approved by the staff of the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission prior to
the beginning of fieldwork. Sixty-seven tests were planned forming a grid covering all of
the project area. During the initial testing, 49 shovel tests were completed. Eighteen tests
were abandoned due to piles of fill and uprooted trees, locations where recent bulldozing
had exposed the subsoil, and standing water. Dense undergrowth including briars were
encountered particularly near the eastern end of the project area, but these conditions did
not require the abandonment of any tests. See Figure 2 for the locations of the shovel
tests.

The methodology employed for the shovel testing was straightforward. Roughly square
tests approximately 1.5 feet across were excavated until approximately 0.5 feet of the
subsoil was explored, or until the test was impeded by excessive ground water or by
other obstacles. All soils from the shovel tests were screened through Ya-inch mesh for
the recovery of artifacts. Soils were excavated and recorded by natural stratigraphic
deposits. For all of the shovel tests, the strata encountered were measured, described, and
recorded in terms of texture, inclusions and Munsell colors. See Appendix 1 for the
original survey record forms.

Surface inspection was used in areas of good surface visibility to supplement the shovel
testing. No artifacts were recovered from the Page and Bartow Avenues surface
collecting.
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STRATIGRAPHIC SUMMARY

The stratigraphy recorded during the subsurface testing of the Page and Bartow Avenues
project area can be summarized as follows. From one to four layers were encountered
in the 49 shovel tests completed. Thirty-seven of the tests had three layers, eight had two
layers, three had four layers,and one text had only one layer.

Topsoil was present in 44 of the tests. It was the top layer in 43 tests and the second in
one test. Texture ranged from humus through silty loam to sandy loam. Silty loam
predominated. Roots or rootmat were present in the vast majority. Color ranged from
black through very dark greyish brown, dark greyish brown and very dark brown to dark
yellowish brown. Black was most common. Thickness ranged from 0.1 to 1.0 feet. It
averaged 0.3 feet thick.

A plow-zone was identified in 45 tests. It was usually the second layer, although in three
cases it was the first layer and in three cases it was the third layer. Texture ranged from
sandy silt to sand. Silty sand was by far the most common. No inclusions were noted.
Color ranged from dark yellowish brown through dark greyish brown to very dark greyish
brown. Dark greyish brown was most common. Thickness ranged from 0.2 to 1.0 feet,
averaging 0.6 feet.

Subsoil was found in 47 tests. Texture ranged from sandy silt to sand. Sand was by far
the most common. The only inclusions noted were pebbles in three cases and cobbles
in one. Color ranged from light brownish grey through yellowish brown and dark
yellowish brown to dark brown. Dark yellowish brown was most common. The top of
the subsoil was encountered between 0.2 and 1.8 feet below grade. It averaged 0.9 feet
down.

The first or second layer was identified as fill in eleven tests. Texture ranged from silty
clay through silty loam and sandy loam, to silty sand and sand. Sand was most common.
Inclusions noted were concrete and lumps of clay. Color ranged from black through
various yellowish browns and greyish browns to pale brown. A mottled combination of
these colors was most common. Thickness ranged from 0.2 to 0.6 feet. It averaged 0.4
feet thick. The fill appears to be primarily a mixture of the other soils found within the
project area.



ARTIFACT ANALYSIS

Laboratory Methodology

The artifacts recovered from the excavation units and backhoe trench were returned to
the Greenhouse Consultants Laboratory in New York City for processing. Artifacts were
washed and air-dried at room temperature. The artifacts were labeled with their
appropriate context number. They were then identified and coded according to their
functional group, class and material drawn from a modified form of the National Park
Service Material Culture Data Base Taxonomy (see Appendix 2). This information was
recorded on tyvek labels which was inserted with the artifact into clear polyethyilene
ziplock bags. The bags were also labeled with context and catalog numbers. The
information from the artifacts were inventoried using Paradox, a relational database
software.

Contexts were assigned series numbers in accordance to the type of data recovery method
used. Shovel tests are identified by the 3000 series.

Analysis
A total of three artifacts were received by the Greenhouse Consultants' laboratory for

processing. The historical artifacts were mainly represented by the functional group of
kitchen. Two ironstone ceramic fragments were found in Context 3021.02. One sherd
of salt-glazed stoneware was in Context 3025.02. Neither type of ceramic exhibited any
datable characteristics.

No prehistoric artifacts were found in these shovel tests.



RESULTS

Historic period artifacts found during this survey include the three sherds of ironstone and
stoneware inventoried, as well as modern bottle glass, window glass, rusted iron objects,
coal, slag, red brick and plastic. All of the other items were discarded in the field since
they were either obviously modern or not diagnostic. Since the project area was part of

a farm during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, these types of artifacts
were expected.

No prehistoric artifacts were found within the western portion of the project area.

Prehistoric artifacts were found in the eastern portion but all of these were in Lot 30 or

the adjacent edge of Lot 35. These finds are covered in a separate report.
-

A number of locations of planned shovel tests were disturbed. These include focations
that had been bulldozed exposing the subsoil at the surface. This was evident in Lots 8,
16, 20, 28 and 58. Other locations were under piles of stumps of fill, pushed up as a
result of the bulldozing. These locations included parts of Lots 3, 8, 18, 20, and 58.

Certain locations near the eastern end of the block proved to be too wet to test. This was
evident in Lots 35 and 38.

Evidence of the use of the project area as a farm can be seen in Lot 58. The rectangular
depression there had a few red bricks nearby. This must be the foundation of the brick
milkhouse present during 1911 (Greenhouse Consultants 1997:Fig. 11).



CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This final report documents the procedures and results of the Stage 1B testing of the Page
and Bartow Avenues Development project, Staten Island, New York. Based on this
objective ground testing, it can now be concluded that no potentially significant
prehistoric or historic resources were present within the boundaries of the project area.
We can now confidently state that additional testing is not necessary and no further work
is recommended. This statement applies only to Lots 1, 3, 8, 11, 16, 18, 20, 28, 33, 38,
58, 62, and all of Lot 35 excepting the western fifteen feet.
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APPENDIX 1
FIELD RECORDS




APPENDIX 1
CONTEXT NUMBERING AND PROVENIENCE LABELING

A field recording system which encompasses a variety of conditions and situations is optimal for any
archaeological project. Among these sitnations are the size of the project, the mumber of different field
techniques and the number of expected amifacts. The field recording system used was developed by
Greenhouse Consultants and was based on modifications of other accepted systems.

Allcontexts are numbered in the field and these numbers are applied to the artifacts. The format for
numbering is XX-9999.99where Xis alphanumeric and 9 is numeric. The alphanumeric characters to the
left of the hyphen are the prefix. The two digits to the right of the decimal point are used only when it
is necessary to refer to strata withina context. The four digits between the prefix and decimal subdivision
may be called the base code.

The prefix is a two character designation of the project parcel. The four digit numeric base code can be
divided into two parts; the first digit being separate from the last three. The first numeric digit indicates
the type of field technique wused. The codes are as follows:

1000: unprovenienced surface collection
2000: provenienced surface collection
3000: shovel testing

4000: trenching

5000: excavation units

6000: feature excavation

The three digits following the technique code are unique foreach location and are assigned sequentially.
Decimal subdivisions may be used for techniques three through six to indicate specific strata. For
example, 01-3001.02 refers to Area 1 (01), shovel test (3), number 1 (001), at the second layer (.02),
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Chart: Groups, Classes and Material
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Table for Data Base Coding Chart: Ambiguous Items of Material
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APPENDIX 2
A. Table for Nalionst Park Servict Material Culure Dals Base Coding Chart: Groups, Classes ond Materials
GROUPS AND CLASSES MATERIALS - COMMOCN LIST (CLASSIFIED)
0t  KITCHENGROUP 0%  ACTIVITIES GROUP INORGANIC MATERIALS ORGANIC MATERIALS
01 Dishes 01 Comstnxction  tools
02 Containers 02 Fam 100ls CERAMIC CELLULOSIC
03 Tableware 03 Leiswe aclivities 001 Poreelain 115 Bark
04 Kitchenware 04 Fishing gear 002 Stomeware 108 Burlap
05 - 003 Esrhenware 128
02 FAUNAL/FLORAL GROUP 06 — (004  Whiteware/ironstone/pranite 02 Cork
01 Mammalia 07 Pottery class i34 Undifferentisted  ceramic 087 Colton
2 Ares 08 Storage ilems 131 Fiberboard/masonite
03 Replilia 0 — CLAY 085 Hemp
4 Arphibiz 10 Swable and barn 047 Clay Qit  Paper
05 Pisces 1l Miscellapeots  hardware 062 Kadlin 006 WWood
09 Eimofamal/Zoological 12 Specinlized  aclivities 079 Red clay 121  Cellulose seeds/
16 Elhnobotanical 13 Militery objects seed covering
14 Housekeeping LONSTRUCTION
03  ARCHITECTURAL GROUP 15 Public services 069 Brick CONSTRUCTION
0 Window plass 071 Cement 093  Asphall
02 Nails 10 PREHISTORIC GROUP 070 Mortar 125 Formica
03 Spikes 01 Huming and fisking aclivilies 072  Plaster 10! Linolewm
04 Door & Window hardware 02 Domestic  activites 102 Tar paper
05 Other structral hardwere 03 Siont working GLASS
06 Comtniclion materials G4 Wood working 013  Milk plass WAX
05 Digging teols 078  Glass 076 Wax
04 FURNITURE GROUP 056 Other fabricating or processing  loals 112 Sag aod clinker
0! Hardware 07 Other general utility lools GUM/RESIN
02 Materials 08 Ceremonial & omamental METALS 010 Rubber, clastic
03 Lighting device 09 Miscellaneows o Tin 009 Rubber, tard
04 Decoralive furnishings 019  Silver
il SAMPLES 2] God PETROCHEMICALS
05 ARMS GRCUP - Charcoal samples for radiccarbon 026 Cuprous metal 073 Carben
Gl Projectiles daling 428 Ferrows  alloy 55  Coal
02 Carridge case -- Flolation samples 629  Ahmimm 048 Graphite
03 Amms accessories -- light fraction 032 Sreel 116 Tar
04 Gun parts - heavy  fraciion 034 Lead
-- 5eil samples 035 Clrome PROTEIN
06 CLOTHING GROUF 096 Mercury 118  Chitin (arthropod,  exoskeleton)
0l  Apparel 98 UNSPECIFIED GROUP 136 Undiffrentisted meta 106 Felt
02  Ormnamentation 122 Flesh
03 Making and repair STONE 06 Hair
4 Fasieners 128  Agae 117 Keralin (horos/fingernail/ciaws)
075 Asbesios 015 Leather
07 PERSONAL GRQUP 123 Chalk 107 Silk
01 Coins 052 Chert 0% Sponge,  natural
02 Keys 042 Granite 105 Wool
03 Wriling paraphernalia 046 Garavel
0G4 Grooming and hygiene 109 Jed COMBINATION MATERIALS
05 Personal ornamentation 038  Limestons M7 Bome
06 Other personal items 041 Marble 132 Tvery
049  Mica 067 Peard
03 TOBACCO PIPE GROUP 058  Obsidisn 083  Shell
Ol Kaolin pipe class 057 Ochre
02 Nonkeolin pipe 068 Precis  stope SYNTHETIC MATERIALS
03 Smoking aceessories 052 Quatz 103 Celluloid
054  Quarizite 088 Nyion
03¢ Sandstons C0B  Plastic
044 Shale 077 Soap
40 Sate 091 Sponge,  synthetic
080  Seeatite 104 Synthelic
043 Schist
126  Undifferentialed  sione TEXTILE
151 Undiffercutisted  textile
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03
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GROUPS AND CLASSES

KITCHEN
01 Dishes
02 Comainers
03 Tableware
04 Kitchenware

FAUNAUFLDRAL GRCUP
Mammaiia

D2 Aves

03 Reptilia

04 Amphitia

05 Pisces

09 Other etimofaumal/zoological

16 Etbnocbotanical

ARCHITECTURAL GROUP
0] Window pglass

02 Nails

03 Spikes

04 Door & Window hardwere
05 Cuber Stuciural hardware
06 Conostruction  materials

FURNITURE GROUP

01 Hardware

02 Materials

03 Lighting device

04 Decoralive furnishings
ARMS GRCUP

01 Projectiles

02 Cartridge case

03 Arms accessories

04 Gun paris

CLOTHING GROUP

03 Making and Repair
04 Faslepers

PERSONAL. GRCUP

01 Coins

(2 Keys

03 Writing paraphernalia

o g

05 Peosomal omamentation
06 Other personal  jlems

APPENDLX 2

B. Table for Data Basc Coding Chart: Groups amd Classes

SAMPLE ARTIFACTS

Plate, cup, salt celiar

Bole plass  fragments
Eating wensils

Cooking  ulensils, pot, kettle

Marmmat

Bird

Reptile

Amphibisn

Fisa

Cyster, crab, egp shells
Seeds, nuis

W:.nduw pane  giass

Stot, ‘tullets

Cartridge
Gun flints, bullet molds, powder horn
Pisid barrel, Rimlpck assembiy

Hat, coat, scarves, plove, shoe
Beads, sequin, hatpin, feather
Thimbie, straight pin, scissors
Buttons, sneps, buckles, cufflink

Coins

Door lock keys, padlock keys

Quill, foumain pen nib, graphite pensil
Haitteush, razor, muomor, tweezers
Jewelry, ribbon, omzmental comb
Pocket warich, Key chain, pocket knife

GROUPS AND CLASSES

08  TOBACCO PIPE GROUP
Dl Kaolin pipe
05 Nonkeolin  pipe
06 Smoking accessories

08 ACTIVITIES GROUP
01 Comstruction  tools
02 Farm tools
03 Leisurc aclivities
04 Fishing pear
05—

0o

07 Pollery class

08 Storage itemns

10 Stable and barm

11 Miscelianeous  bardware
12 Specialized activities
13 Military objecis

14 Homekeeping

15 Public services

10 PREHISTORIC GROUP
01 Hunting and Fishing
2 Domestic
03 Swone working
04 Wood working
05 Digging Todls
06 Other fabricaling or processing

tools
07 Other general wutility lools
08 Ceremomiel & oroamental

¥ Miscelinneous

Kaclin pipe
Comeck  pipe
Souff lin, cuspidor, lobacco  Lin, pipe cleaner

Axe head, drili bil, saw, painibrush
Hoe, raxe, plow hliade

Marbles, jew’s harp, dall parts
Fish hocks, sinkers, crab tmp

Indian water jar, effigy pot
Crock, barre] glaves, sacks

Stimmup, horseshoe,  rein, hamess  belt
Rope, bolls, ouls, washers, chain

Bution blanks, metallurgic debris, saggars
Insignia, beyenets

Broom, coal hanger, washboard

Scwer pipc, waler pipe

Projectile  point, alall hook
Vessel, moriar, pestle
Hummerstone, baton, fiake, care
Celt, grooved axe

Hoe

Drill, chisel, needle

Knife, prismatic blade, chopper
Sheet, gorgel, bead
Funclion  unknown



APPENDIX?2

C. Table for Data Base Coding Chart: Ambiguons Items of Material Culture

Note: The items listed below may be ambiguous or hard to place in a taxonomic category, but as a
coavention, for inventory purposes, willbe coded as follows:

Unidentified wood fragments 98 00 006
Comnstruction wood 03 06 006
Pegs, Wood planks 03 06 006
Twigs, branches 09 16 006
Bummed wood (partial) Code as wood (above) and put "burnt wood"

in the comments section

Charcoal and all small fragments
of completely burnt wood Code as charcoal

Coal o8 00 095
Slag, burned coal, vitrified
metalworking or manufacturing

by-products 98 00 112
Pantiles 03 06 003
Delft fireplace tiles, wall skirting, etc. 04 04 003
Porcelain bathroom tiles, other bathroom

furniture (tub, toilet, etc.) 03 05 001
Chamber pot 04 02 00-
Flowerpot 04 04 002 00-
Teeth 02 - 132
Fish scales 02 09 118
Coral 04 04 119
Eggshell 02 09 119
Seeds, seed covering 02 16 121
Schist (construction} 03 06 043
Schist (unidentified) 98 00 043
Red brick 03 06 169
Yellow brick 03 06 155
Linoleum 03 06 101
Metal hardware (probably construction) 03 06 ()

Furniture hardware 04 01 ()

Miscellaneous hardware (other and unidentified 09 11 ()

including screws, car parts)

Leather shoe parts 06 01 015
Unidentified leather scraps o8 00 015
Leather personal items 07 0 015



Artifact Inventory
Page and Bartow Avenues
Staten Island, New York

CONTEXT: 3021.02

CONTEXT GP CL MPH MAT IDENTITY COUNT COMMENTS
3021.02 01 O1 004 Ironstone 2 Footring-1
Subtotal : 2
CONTEXT: 3025.02
CONTEXT GP CL MPH MAT IDENTITY COUNT COMMENTS
302502 01 02 002 Stoneware 1 Salt-glazed exterior; Slipped
interior

Subtotal : 1
Total : 3
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REFERENCE

RANGE

CATH

CATH#



