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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this archaeological survey is two-fold. First is to document the presence
or absence of prehistoric and/or historic archaeological resources within the Page and
Bartow Avenues project area in southwestern Staten Island through the use of physical
testing techniques. Second, is to determine the potential for eligibility to the New York
State and National Registersof Historic Places as well as to determine the boundaries of
any archaeological resources found within the project area, also through the use of
physical testing techniques.

The Page and Bartow Avenues Development project area is located in southwestern
Staten Island. The project area consists of Lots 1/ 3, 8, 11, 16/ 18/ 20, 28, 30/ 33, 35/
38,58, and 62 on Block 7756. This archaeological testing report covers all of the project
area excepting Lot 30 and the western end of Lot 35. These locations will be the subject
of another testing report.

The Archaeological/Historical Sensitivity Evaluation Report on this development
concluded that this parcel could preserve evidence from the prehistoric period. A
prehistoric secondary burial of a child and dog was discovered just south of the eastern
end of the project area during the 19605. The location of this site, PageAvenue North,
is shown as including the project area (Greenhouse Consultants 1997:4/ 17). An
archaeological survey consisting of shovel tests on a 30 foot grid pattern, augmented by
additional tests should a potential site be discovered, was recommended for all parts of
the project area not seriously disturbed.
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Figure 1 Project area location shown on portion of U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute series Arthur
Kill quadrangle, 1966, photorevised 1981.
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FIELD METHODOLOGY

The archaeological testing of the Pageand Bartow Avenues project area took place from
May 22/ 1997 through June 6, 1997. This parcel of approximately 1.6 acres was initially
investigated by excavating shovel tests located on a 30 foot grid pattern or asclose to the
grid intersection as possible. This strategy was proposed by the Principal Investigator and
approved by the staff of the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission prior to
the beginning of fieldwork. Sixty-seven testswere planned forming a grid covering all of
the project area. During the initial testing, 49 shovel testswere completed. Eighteen tests
were abandoned due to piles of fill and uprooted trees, locations where recent bulldozing
had exposed the subsoil, and standing water. Dense undergrowth including briars were
encountered particularly near the eastern end of the project area, but these cond itions did
not require the abandonment of any tests. See Figure 2 for the locations of the shovel
tests.

The methodology employed for the shovel testing was straightforward. Roughly square
tests approximately 1.5 feet across were excavated until approximately 0.5 feet of the
subsoil was explored, or until the test was impeded by excessive ground water or by
other obstacles. All soils from the shovel tests were screened through ~-inch mesh for
the recovery of artifacts. Soils were excavated and recorded by natural stratigraphic
deposits. For all of the shovel tests,the strataencountered were measured, described, and
recorded in terms of texture, inclusions and Munsell colors. See Appendix 1 for the
original survey record forms.

Surface inspection was used in areas of good surface visibility to supplement the shovel
testing. No artifacts were recovered from the Page and Bartow Avenues surface
collecting.

2
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STRATIGRAPHIC SUMMARY

The stratigraphy recorded during the subsurface testing of the Pageand Bartow Avenues
project area can be summarized as follows. From one to four layers were encountered
in the 49 shovel tests completed. Thirty-seven of the tests had three layers, eight had two
layers, three had four layers/and one text had only one layer.

Topsoil was present in 44 of the tests. It was the top layer in 43 tests and the second in
one test. Texture ranged from humus through silty loam to sandy loam. Silty loam
predominated. Roots or rootmat were present in the vast majority. Color ranged from
black through very dark greyish brown, dark greyish brown and very dark brown to dark
yellowish brown. Black was most common. Thickness ranged from 0.1 to 1.0 feet. It
averaged 0.3 feet thick.

A plow-zone was identified in 45 tests. It was usually the second layer, although in three
cases it was the first layer and in three cases it was the third layer. Texture ranged from
sandy silt to sand. Silty sand was by far the most common. No inclusions were noted.
Color ranged from dark yellowish brown through dark greyish brown to very dark greyish
brown. Dark greyish brown was most common. Thickness ranged from 0.2 to 1.0 feet,
averaging 0.6 feet.

Subsoil was found in 47 tests. Texture ranged from sandy silt to sand. Sand was by far
the most common. The only inclusions noted were pebbles in three casesand cobbles
in one. Color ranged from light brownish grey through yellowish brown and dark
yellowish brown to dark brown. Dark yellowish brown was most common. The top of
the subsoil was encountered between 0.2 and 1.8 feet below grade. It averaged 0.9 feet
down.

The first or second layer was identified as fill in eleven tests. Texture ranged from silty
clay through silty loam and sandy loam, to silty sand and sand. Sand was most common.
Inclusions noted were concrete and lumps of clay. Color ranged from black through
various yellowish browns and greyish browns to pale brown. A mottled combination of
these colors was most common. Thickness ranged from 0.2 to 0.6 feet. It averaged 0.4
feet thick. The fill appears to be primarily a mixture of the other soils found within the
project area.

3
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ARTIFACT ANALYSIS

Laboratory Methodology
The artifacts recovered from the excavation units and backhoe trench were returned to
the Greenhouse Consultants Laboratory in New York City for processing. Artifacts were
washed and air-dried at room temperature. The artifacts were labeled with their
appropriate context number. They were then identified and coded according to their
functional group, class and material drawn from a modified form of the National Park
Service Material Culture Data Base Taxonomy (see Appendix 2). This information was
recorded on tyvek labels which was inserted with the artifact into clear polyethylene
ziplock bags. The bags were also labeled with context and catalog numbers. The
information from the artifacts were inventoried using Paradox, a relational database
software.

Contexts were assigned series numbers in accordance to the type of data recovery method
used. Shovel tests are identified by the 3000 series.

Analysis
A total of three artifacts were received by the Greenhouse Consultants' laboratory for
processing. The historical artifacts were mainly represented by the functional group of
kitchen. Two ironstone ceramic fragments were found in Context 3021.02. One sherd
of salt-glazed stoneware was in Context 3025.02. Neither type of ceramic exhibited any
datable characteristics.

No prehistoric artifacts were found in these shovel tests.

4
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RESULTS

Historic period artifacts found during this survey include the three sherds of ironstone and
stoneware inventoried, aswell as modern bottle glass,window glass, rusted iron objects,
coal, slag, red brick and plastic. All of the other items were discarded in the field since
they were either obviously modern or not diagnostic. Since the project area was part of
a farm during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, these types of artifacts
were expected.

No prehistoric artifacts were found within the western portion of the project area.
Prehistoric artifacts were found in the eastern portion but all of these were in Lot 30 or
the adjacent edge of Lot 35. These finds are covered in a separate report.---A number of locations of planned shovel tests were disturbed. These include locations
that had been bulldozed exposing the subsoil at the surface. This was evident in Lots 8,
16, 20, 28 and 58. Other locations were under piles of stumps of fill, pushed up as a
result of the bulldozing. These locations included parts of Lots 3, 8, 18, 20, and 58.
Certain locations near the eastern end of the block proved to be too wet to test. This was
evident in Lots 35 and 38.

Evidence of the use of the project area as a farm can be seen in Lot 58. The rectangular
depression there had a few red bricks nearby. This must be the foundation of the brick
milkhouse present during 1911 (Greenhouse Consultants 1997:Fig. 11).

5
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This final report documents the procedures and results of the Stage 1B testing of the Page
and Bartow Avenues Development project, Staten Island, New York. Based on this
objective ground testing, it can now be concluded that no potentially significant
prehistoric or historic resources were present within the boundaries of the project area.
We can now confidently state that additional testing is not necessary and no further work
;s recommended. This statement applies only to Lots 1, 3, 8, 11, 16, 18, 20, 28, 33, 38,
58, 62, and all of Lot 35 excepting the western fifteen feet.

6
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I APPENDIXl

CONTEXT NUMBERING AND PROVENIENCE LABELING

I A field recording system which encompasses a variety of conditions and situations is optimal for any
archaeological project. Among these situations are the size of the project, the number of different field
techniques and the number of expected artifacts. The field recording system used was developed by
Greenhouse Consultants and was based on modifications of other accepted systems.I

I
All contexts are numbered in the field and these numbers are applied to the artifacts. The format for
numbering is XX-9999.99where Xis alphanumeric and 9 is numeric. The alphanumeric characters to the
left of the hyphen are the prefix. The two digits to the right of the decimal point are used only when it
is necessary to refer to strata within a context. The four digits between the prefix and decimal subdivision
may be called the base code.

I The prefix is a two character designation of the project parcel. The four digit numeric base code can be
divided into two parts; the first digit being separate from the last three. The first numeric digit indicates
the type of field technique used. The codes are as follows:I 1000:

2000:
3000:
4000:
5000:
6000:

unprovenienced surface collection
provenienced surface collection
shovel testing
trenching
excavation units
feature excavation

I
I The three digits following the technique code are unique for each location and are assigned sequentially.

Decimal subdivisions may be used for techniques three through six to indicate specific strata. For
example, 01-3001.02 refers to Area 1 (01), shovel test (3), number 1 (001), at the second layer (.02).
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PROJECT :
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3 - »u:
4

5

6

7

8

• Give depth' rfillt~vl: [0 rround surf~ce

Gt:ner:zl Nates : (Note It Q.l1~. matulal reeabred, ;and Jf soil gmple50 are caken,)
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O-tJ.2' S,lft ~c.\':A .~{(rr:iJ ,0 't K 2/,' -
1 I t, '. - /rV~""..';..'.f~'
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t.'{ .e.s..

CULT. MAT, NOTESDEPTH • DESCRlmON COLOR

/tt '/,...:I:~·
)/:,

.;"" .."
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SITE : SUI'ERVISo'R: Ell:CAVATOR: SCREENED 1 DATE : TESTTYI'E

;:;M'i f? ANDNO. :

l\j~ viC- I I S.T 27'.:

STRA TlGRAPHY. :
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v· r .. .:- J'

SCREENED 1

I~':t

SUPERVISOR:

1/1 p"

STRATIGRAPHY, :

LAYEIl

1

DEPTH • DESCRIPTION COLOR C'ULT.MAT. NOTES
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APPENDIX 2

A. T.ble fa- I'IlIliOllJll Pork Sc:n'i." M.,erioI Cullure D... Base CodiIIa Clllll'l: GrotJp!, Q"-'R$ ond M.lertal.

GROUPS AND CLASSE.S

01 KITCHEI'IGROUP
01 Disbes
02 Con1ainoro
03 T.bl ewere
04 Kitchenware

02 FAUNALIFLORAL GROUP
01 M4JIIIJllJit.
02 A=.
03 Replilit.
04 Aropbibit.
05 Pisces
09 EllmofaIm01lZoologiOAi
16 E_OAi

03 ARCHITECTURAL GROUP
01 Window gloss
02 Nails
03 Spikes
04 Door & Window hArdw"'"
05 OIhEr strueLUra1 bordwilre
06 C_true~oo ma'ertals

04 FURNITURE GROUP
01 HArtIw"",
02 M.,eriaI.
03 LigbliIlB device
04 Decorative furnishings

05 ARMS GROUP
01 Projectiles
02 Cartridge case
03 Arms aecesscri es
04 GIIII parts

06 CLOTHING GROUP
01 Apparel
02 0m0men10li00
03 Molting an<! repair
04 Fasl.".,.

07 PERSJNAL GROUP
01 Coins
02 Keys
03 WrilinB porapbmlolia
04 Groomin3 ami hygiene
05 Persona1 omomenta,jon
06 Olber pmonoI iu:ms

08 TOBACCO PIPE GROUP
OL Kaolin pip:; closs
02 Nonkaolin p,pe
03 Smoking a=ori<s

09 ACTIVITIES GROUP
OJ Comuuclim tools
02 Fonn tools
03 Leisure acuvitles
04 Fislling 8=
05
06 --

07 Pollel')l closs
08 Storage ilems
09
10 Stable and born
11 MisceUOlll:<JUS hardware
12 Specialized ectivitiea
13 Military objOOlS
14 HOll'lcl<eepiDg
15 Public. services

LO PREHlSTOlUC GROUP
01 Hunting and fishin8 activities
02 Domestic activities
03 S,ooe working
04 Woodworking
05 Dlggina tools
06 Other rabricolinB or processieg tools
07 Olber g..,.,.,,) milily reels
08 Ceremom:aI & <n>amental
09 Misocllanew<;

11 SAMPLES
CbatooaI '"""I'1es for radiocarbon
claLing
P1otaLion samples
.. lig1Jl Frac tim
-- heavy froctloo

-- seu samples

98 UNSPECIFIED GROUP

MATERIALS - COMMON UST(CLASSrFlED)

ORGANIC MATBRJALS

CELLULOSIC
115 Bark
LOS Burlap
L28 Chol'OOlI1
092 Code
087 Colton
13l FiberboordilIlllSOnite
085 Hemp
Oil Paper
006 Wood
121 Cellelose seedsl

seed covering

INORGANIC MATERIALS

CERAMIC
00 1 I'<rceloin002 _ ....

003 Earthenwllre
004 \Vhitew .... tiron<toneJJITIlJlile
134 l/Ddiffen:Dliated e<:rOlllie

CLAY
047 Qoy
002 Ka<Jlin
079 Red cloy

CONSTRUCTION
069 Briot
071 CemeoI
070 Mortar
072 PIa!; ....

GLASS
013 Milkgloss
078 Gloss
112 5l.!g IlDIl clinlrer

METALS
005 Tin
019 Silver
021 Gold
026 Cupt>us metal
028 f..",.. oliO}'
029 Al-...:n
032 Sled
034 Lead
035 CIltoolo
0% MOI'CUl}'
136 UIIdiffi:n:01iated IIlelal

STONE
129 AgIIle
075 Asbes""
133 QmlI::
052 CherI
042 GmDte
046 Gnvel
109 Jel
038 Limes""'"
041 Mtrtte
049 Mieo
058 000idi0ll
051 Ocllro
068 JlrocioIB .lODe
053 Quartz
054 Quarizite
039 Sou;t;tooe
044 Shale
040 Sa..
Dro Sl:eotite
043 SChis'
126 Undiffer<Dlioled 'Lone

- --

CONSTRUCTION
093 Aspllal,
I~ Formica
101 Liooleum
102 Tar paper

WAJI..
076 Wu

GUMiRESlN
010 Ruhl>cr, elastic
009 Rubber, bard

PETROCHEMICALS
073 carooo
095 Coal
048 Graphilc
116 Tar

PROTEIN
118 Cbitin (arthropod. """,kclctOO)
106 Felt
122 Flesh
016 Hair
117 Keratin (horcslfinBemoillclaW5)
015 Lealher
107 Silt
090 Spooge, Mloral
lOS Wool

COMBINATION MATERIALS
011 Booe
132 Ivory
D6I Pearl
089 Shell

SYNTHlIT1C MATERIALS
103 Celluloid
088 Nylon
008 P10stie
077 SoBp
091 Spooge, .ynthetic
L04 SyDlhelic

TEXTILE
IS I UIldiff<l'elltialed leJ<lile

- -
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CROUPS AND ClASSES

01 KITCHEN
01 Dishes
02 Coou.inot'3
03 Tablow"",
04 KilChenw""

02 fAUNA1JFLORAL GROUP
01 MlIlIIllIlIia
02 Ave
03 Reptilia
04 Amphibia
OS Pisces
09 Ol!lol" cllmofal.llWlzool<>gical
16 Elimobol4nical

03 ARCHITECTURAL GROUP
01 W_ gloss
02 Nails
03 Splk ..
04 Door & WinIIow blnIwore
OS Ol!lol" &rucIUl'lll hardw"",
06 CamlIUOtion IIIllloriols

04 F'URNlTURE GROUP
01 Hardware
02 Matmal,
03 l.igllling device
04 Decorative fumisbiDgs

OS ARMS GROUP
01 Projec1ilos
02 Cartridge case
03 Arms accessories
04 GlIlI Jl'r15

06 CLOTHING GROUP
01 Appotd
02 OmameDIation
03 Moking and Repair
04 Fast""""

07 PERSONAl. GROUP
01 Coins
02 Keys
03 Writin& parapll<tnalia
04 Grooming & llygiroc
05 _ ontamelll&tillD

06 Olbor p<m>nal iloms

- - - - - - - --
APPENPlX2

B. Tobl. for Data Bas. Co:IiDg Cbart: Groops and C1asses

SAMPLE ARTIFACTS
Plate, cup, sail cellar
Bortle gloss fngmems
Eat~ urensils
Cool<iD8 ureosils, pat, )reWe

M<lIIlIIl!
Bird
Reptile
AmpbibiaD
fish
Cyst.... crab, egg shells
Seeds, lllI1S

Wjndow pane glass
Nails
Railroad spik ..
DoorlmOlJ, door lJiDse
Pipe, fireplace Lil ..
Brick. nx>r1ar, roofiDg

Handle. draw... pull, late:IJ
Stove Jl'r15. chair part, hedframe
CaDdlosticl<, Illllljl base
Aowerpol, clock parts, vas.

Sllol. bullets
Cartridge
GlIlI 1lin1s, i;>JJJel molds, JXlwd..- horn
Pislol barrel, nimloel< =emlJly

Hat, coat, searvo/:S.. glcve. shoe
Beads, sequin, balpin, re..l!ler
Thimble, ,trllight piD, soisson;
Bull<:m, snap", buo:okl .. , oufllink

Coins
Door loel< keys, jlIldiock keys
Quill, fOllll18.in pen nib, gropllit. prncil
HAirtrusb.. razor, mirror, tweezers
J owdry, riblXm. 0IlWIlental 00lIlb
Poel<et Walch, koy ohaiIl, pocket knife

GROUPS AND CLASSES

08 TOBACCO PIPE GROUP
01 Kaolin pipe
OS NOllholin prpe
06 Smoking accessories

09 ACTIVITIES GROUP
01 Comll'llOllOll tools
02 Form I0OI,
03 Letsure activities
04 fishing gear
05
06
01 POlI..-y class
08 Staag. ilelm
09 -
10 Slsble and barD
1I Mlscellooeous hardw are
12 Specialized activities
13 Milituy objec1s
14 Housekeeping
IS Public services

10 PREHISTORIC GROUP
01 HlIlllio3 and FiEhiog
02 Dcmescio
03 SI<me woddoi
04 Woo<l worl<iD8
as Di~ Tools
06 Olher fabri""lio,g or processing

lools
01 Other general wility 1001.
08 Ceremaoial & 0I'IlalII0lllaI
09 MlscellllDOQU'l

- - - -
Kaolin pipe
COlll<.llb pipe
Snuff tiD, ouspidor, tobacco tin, pipe cleaner

AY.e bead. driIl1>iI, saw, psiolbrush
Hoe. rake, plow blade
Marbl.. , jew's Iarp, daiI parts
Fish hooIol, .ink ers , er eb lrap

Indian water jar, effigy P<>I
Crt>ok, baml .1&".. , SACI<s

Stirrup, bersesboe, rein, Iwness bolt
Rope, bolts, 1lULS, w1Bllor.l, ohaln
Bul1<Jll blaol::s, mol&1lurgio debris, sa88'"
Iosigoia, bayonets
Broom. coal haogor, washboard
Sow.,. pipe, wa I... pipe

Projectile point, ala1tl hoolr
Vessel, monar, pestle
HlIIllIlleI'Slone, baton. flake, core
Cell, grooved """
Hoe
Drill, ohiEel, needle

Knife, priEIIIlltic blade, chopper
Sheel, gorgel, bead
fUllOltion uoknown

- -
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APPENDIX 2

I C. Table for Data Base Coding Chart: Ambiguous Items of Material Culture

I Note: The items listed below may be ambiguous or hard to place in a taxonomic category, but as a
convention, for inventory purposes, wiII be coded as follows:

I

Unidentified wood fragments 98 00 006
Construction wood 03 06 006
Pegs, Wood planks 03 06 006
Twigs, branches 09 16 006
Burned wood (partial) Code as wood (above) and put "burnt wood"

in the comments section
Charcoal and all small fragments
of completely burnt wood Code as charcoal

Coal 98 00 095
Slag, burned coal, vitrified
metalworking or manufacturing
by-products 98 00 112

Pantiles 03 06 003
Delft fireplace tiles, wall skirting, etc. 04 04 003
Porcelain bathroom tiles, other bathroom
furniture (tub, toilet, etc.) 03 05 001

Chamber pot 04 02 00-

Flowerpot 04 04 00200-

Teeth 02 132
Fish scales 02 09 118
Coral 04 04 119
Eggshell 02 09 119
Seeds, seed covering 02 16 121

Schist (construction) 03 06 043
Schist (unidentified) 98 00 043

Red brick 03 06 169
Yellow brick 03 06 155
Linoleum 03 06 101

Metal hardware (probably construction) 03 06 ()
Furniture hardware 04 01 ()
Miscellaneous hardware (other and unidentified 09 11 ()
including screws, car parts)

Leather shoe parts 06 01 015
Unidentified leather scraps 98 00 015
Leather personal items 07 0 015
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CONTEXT: 3021.02

CONTEXT GP CL MPH MAT IDENTITY

3021.02 01 01 004 Ironstone

CONTEXT: 3025.02

CONTEXT GP CL MPH MAT IDENTITY

3025.02 01 02 002 Stoneware

Artifact Inventory
Page and Bartow Avenues

Staten Island, New York

COUNT COMMENTS

2 Footring-1

Subtotal: 2

COUNT COMMENTS

Salt-glazed exterior; Slipped
interior

Subtotal: 1

Total: 3

REFERENCE

REFERENCE

Page 1

RANGE CAT#

RANGE CAT#

2


