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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this archaeological survey is to document the presence or
absence of prehistoric and/or historic archaeological resources within the
Savo Center project area in south-central Staten Island through the use of

physical testing techniques.

The project area is located in south-central Staten Island, New York, in the
vicinity of Amboy Road. The property consists of a roughly rectangular
parcel located along the northwest side of Amboy Road. It is within Tax
Block 4645, Lot 275. See Figure 1 for a map illustrating the location of the

project area.

The Stage 1A archaeological/historical sensitivity evaluation report on this
development concluded that this parcel could preserve evidence from the
prehistoric period. Eleven prehistoric sites are known within two miles of
this location. The project area includes elevated land adjacent to a stream,
making this a possible location for a hunting camp (Greenhouse Consultants
1998:12). An archaeological survey consisting of two backhoe trenches,
augmented by shovel tests within the trenches was recommended.
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FIELD METHODOLOGY

The purpose of this Stage 1B archaeological survey is to document the
presence or absence of potential prehistoric archaeological resources within
the Savo Center project area in Staten Island, New York through the use of
physical testing techniques. , -

The Stage 1B testing of the project area took place on May 27, 1998. This
parcel was investigated by two means: backhoe trenching and excavating
shovel tests. Two backhoe trenches were excavated to search for evidence of
a buried surface adjacent to the former swamp and stream. The first trench
measured 50 by 5 feet and the second trench 30 by S feet. The trenches .
were situated based on the 1913 location of the swamp. One.trench was
designed to cross from the upland into the edge of the swamp. The second
trench was placed on the edge of the upland parallel to the swamp. The .
~methodological procedure used for trench excavation was that the backhoe
operator was instructed to remove the soil in thin increments under the

. supervision of the archaeologist.

The shovel testing was conducted when the buried surface was located at’
less than six feet below grade. The manual excavation of shovel test were
used to sample the former surface to search for prehistoric remains. A
minimum of two shovel tests were planned for the shorter trench and a
minimum of three in the longer trench. The methodological procedure was
to excavate into natural subsoil, excepting when halted by obstacles.
Horizontal control was maintained by measuring from the property
boundaries. Vertical measurements were made relative to.the ground
 surface. See Figure 2 for the location of the backhoe trenches and shovel

tests.

All soils from the excavations, backhoe trenching and shovel tests, were
screened through Y%-inch mesh for the recovery of artifacts. Soils were
excavated and recorded by natural stratigraphic deposits. For all of the
shovel tests, the strata encountered were measured, described, and recorded
in terms of texture, inclusions and Munsell colors. All information was-
recorded on standardized, pre-printed provenience forms. All excavations
were backfilled after they were recorded and photographed. See Appendix 1
for the original survey record forms.
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A total of six shovel tests were completed, 1 to 3 associated with Backhoe
Trench 1 and 4 to 6 associated with Backhoe Trench 2. Shovel Test 3 was
" stopped by cobbles at 0.9 feet. Shovel Test 4 was also stopped by rock, at
1.8 feet.
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The typical profile of the six shovel tests at the Savo Center project area had
three layers: the topsoil, in most cases removed by the backhoe, composed of
silty, or silty loam with sand; followed with an A horizon of silty loam, or a
silty loam with gravel or cobbles; and a third layer or B hortzon of silt, which
could be mottled or with small pebbles. '

STRATIGRAPHIC SUMMARY

Table 2

Shovel Test Profile
Layer # Description #
Topsoil
Backhoe Trench | Silty loam 1
1, Shovel Test 2 _ _ '
Backhoe Trench | Silty loam w/coarse sand 1
2, Shovel Test 5 :
Shovel Test 6 Silty loam w/sand 1
A horizon
Backhoe Trench | Silty loam w/gravel 2
1, Shovel Tests
1,2 -
Shovel Test 3 Mottled silty loam w/cobbles 1
Backhoe Trench | Silty loam 3
2, Shovel Tests
4-6
B horizon
Backhoe Trench | Mottled silt 1
1, Shovel Test 1
Shovel Test 2 Silt w/small pebbles 1
Backhoe Trench | Silt 2
2, Shovel Tests
4,5 :
Shovel Test 6 Slightly clayey silt, mottled 3

In the area of Shovel Test 1, ‘about six inches of overburden was removed
which contained modern beer bottles, metal and other trash. This was
Context 3001.01. When Context 3002.01 was removed by the backhoe,. 0.3

4



to 1.0 feet, plastic and tinfoil found in the overburden were discarded in the
field. Contexts 3004.01 and 3005.01 were also removed with the backhoe
stripping. Most of Context 3006.01 remained after backhoe clearing.

Table 3
Description of Shovel Test Soil Layers

Description Munsell Coalor - #
Silty loam 10YR3/4 | Dark brown 1
Silty loam w/coarse sand 10YR3/4 | Dark yellow brown 1
Silty loam w/sand 10YR4/4 _ | Dark yellow brown 1
Silty loam w/gravel . 10YR3/4 | Dark yellow
10YR3/3 | Dark brown 1
Mottled silty loam w/cobbles | 10YR3/3 | Dark brown mottled with 1
7.5/yr4/6 Strong brown
Silty loam 10YR3/3 | Dark brown 3
Mottled silt 10YR5/4 | Yellow brown mottled with 1
: 7.5YR4/6 Strong brown
Silt w/small pebbles 10YR5/8 | Yellow brown 1
Silt 10YR5/1 | Grey 1
: 10YR5/6 | Yellow browrn 1
Slightly clayey silt mottied 10YR5/8 | Yellow brown mottled with 1]
with black silt 10YR2/1 Biack

The greatest depth of the A horizon was 1.2 feet in Shovel Test 6. The’
average thickness of the six shovel tests was 0.75 feet. The depth of the B
" horizon ranged from 0.7 to 1.9 feet with an average of 0.70 feet in thickness.
A deep test was conducted in Backhoe Trench 2 where the first layer of silty
loam went to 0.5 feet in depth. The second layer of slightly clayey silt went
to 1.2 feet. The third layer of silt had a depth of 2.1 feet. A fourth layer of
 silt with some sand started at 2.1 and backhoe trenching ceased at 2.6 feet.



ARTIFACT PROCESSING AND ANALYSIS

Laboratory Methodology
Ten artifacts were returned to the Greenhouse Consultants laboratory for

processing and analysis. All were glass artifacts from the second level of
Shovel Tests 2 through 6.

The artifacts recovered from the field work were returned to the Greenhouse
' Consultants Laboratory in New York City for processing. The cultural
material was washed in room temperature tap water, dried, marked, and
‘catalogued. The drying procedure was slow air drying on screens$ in the
laboratory processing area. The artifacts were labeled with their appropriate
context number. '

Artifacts were identified using a modified form of the Cultural Material Data
Base Taxonomy of the National Park Service. Artifacts were coded for their
functional group, class and material. Technological and stylistic
manufacturing ranges were assigned when an artifact exhibited a datable
attribute. Establishing the range of manufacture of artifacts provides a time
frame for establishing dates after which the refuse deposits were made. This
information was recorded on a tyvek label which was inserted with the
artifact into a clear polyethylene ziplock bag. The bags were also labeled
with context and.catalog numbers.

Subsequent to cataloguing, the information from all artifacts with their
appropriate codes were inventoried using Paradox, a relational database
software, which provides sorted inventory lists for contexts and- a_rtlfact

groups.

Contexts were assigned series numbers in accordance to the type of data
recovery method. Shovel testing is identified by the 3000 series. See
'Appendlx 1 for the context labeling system. :



Artifact Analysis

The ten artifacts recovered were modern historic glass, three window glass
fragments in Context 3005.02 and the remaining seven were container glass,
probably from beverage bottles.

No prehistoric artifacts were recovered from the shovel tests.



"RESULTS

The purpose of this archaeological testing was to search for evidence of
prehistoric use of this land. No evidence of prehistoric artifacts or features

- was found during this testing.’

The archaeological testing did recover ten fragments of glass from the
historic period. Three were window glass, and seven were from containers.

All likely date to the twentieth century.



CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This final report documents the procedures and results of the Stage 1B
testing of the Savo Center project, Staten Island, New York, Based on this
objective ground testing, it can now be concluded that no potentially
significant prehistoric or historic resources were present within the
boundaries of the project area. We can now confidently state that additional
testing is not necessary and no further work is recommended.



Plate 1 View of Backhoe Trench 1 looking east.




@ Plate 2 View of Backhoe Trench 2 looking northeast.




test within Backhoe Trench 2 looking southwest.

Plate 3 Detail of deep
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APPENDIX 1

SHOVEL TEST FORMS



'APPENDIX 1
CONTEXT NUMBERING AND PROVENIENCE LABELING

A field recording system which encompasses a variety of conditions and situations is optirnal for any archaeological project. Among thesa
situations ara the size of the project. the number of different field techniquas and the number of expacted ertifacts. Thae field recording
system used was developed by Greenhouse Consultants and was based on madificatians of other accepted systems.

All contexts are numbered in the field and these numbers are applied to the artifacts. The format for numbering is XX-9999.89 where X
is alphanumeric and 8 is numeric. The alphanumeric characters to the left of the hyphen ere the prefix. The two digits to the right of the
decimal point are used anly when it is necessary to refer ta strata within a context. The four digits betwaen the prefix snd dacimal
subdivision may be called the base code.

The prefix is a two charaster designation of the project parcel. The four digit numeric bese code cen be divided into two parts; tha first
digit being separate from the |zst three. The first numeric digit indicates the typa of field tachniqua used. The codes are as follows:

1000 unpraovenienced surface collection
2000 provenienced surfaca collection
3000 shovel testing

4000 trenching

S000: excavation units

6000: feature excavation

7000 borings

a000:

S000: transects

The thres digits following the technique code are unigue for each location snd ere assigned sequentiaily. Decimal subdivisions may ba
used for technigues three through six to indicate specific strata, For example, 01-3001.02 refers to Area 1 [01), shovel test (3). number

1 ({001}, at the secand layer [LO2).
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APPENDIX 2
COMPLETE ARTIFACT INVENTORY

TABLES FOR CODING MATERIAL CULTURE

Table for National Park Service Matarial Culture Data Bage Coding Chart: Groups, Classes and
Material

Table for Data Base Coding Chart: Groups and Classes
Tabie for Data Base Coding Chart: Prehistoric Artifacts - Class and Marphology

Table for Data Base Coding Chart: Ambiguous itemns of Materiel Culture




1]

02

a7

KITCHEN GROUP
Gl Dishes

02 Contcinets
03 Tableware
04 Kichenware

FALUNALFLORAL GROUP

01 Mammalle

02 Ares

03 Repilia

04 Amphibla

05 Pisces

0% EthnotaunalZookogieal
16 Ethnobotanical

ARCHITECTURAL GROUP

01 Window glass

02 Nois

03 Sphkes

04 Doos & Window hardware
05 Ofthet structural hardware
06 Censtruction materials

FURNITURE GROLP

01 Hordware

02 Matedals

03 Lighting davice

04 Decoidtive fumishings

ARMS GROUP

0 Projectiies

02 Cartidge case
03 Ams accessones
04 Gun parts

CLOTHING GROUP

01 Apparel

02 Omamentation
03 Meking and repalt
04 Fosteners

PERSONAL GROUP

01 Coins

02 Keys

03 ‘Wilting paraphermalia
04 Grooming and hyglene
05 Petsoncl cmamentation
04 Other parsonal lems

TOBACCO PIPE GROLIP
01 Kooln pipe Class

02 Nonkeotn pipe

03 Smoking accessones

GROUPS AND CLASSES

1.4

n

23

A. Table for National Pork Service Materkal Cultute Data Base Coding Chart Groups, Classes ond Matetiols

ACTIVITIES GROUP

01 Constuction tools
02 Fom fools

03 Leisue activitles
04 Flshing gear

0s

06 —

07 Poftery class

D3 Storage tems

% —

10 Stoble ond kam

11 Miscellanecus hamgware
12 Specialized activilles
13 Miary objects

14 Housekeeping

15 Public sanices

PREHISTORKC GROUP

01 Hunting and fishing activities

02 Domestic activiies

03 Sione working

04 ‘Wood workdng

05 Digging tooks

06 Other fabricating of processing tools
07 Other generai utillty tools

08 Ceremonkal & omamental

0% Miscalianeous

SAMPLES
— Charcoal samples for rediocarbon
dating
— Flofation somples
- light fraction
« heavy trection
- Soll samples

UNSPECIFIED GROUP

APPENDIX 2

MATERIALS - COMMON  LIST (CLASSIFIED]

INORGANIC MATERIALS

CERAMIC

001 Porcelaln

002 Stoneware

003 Earthenware

004 Whitewarefiionstone/grantte
134 Undifferentialed ceramic

CLAY

047 Cloy
062 Kaciin
C79 Redchy

CONSTRUCTION
049 Brck
Q71 Cement
070 Mertor
07 Praster

GLASS

013 Mikglass

078 Gloss

112 Siog and clinker

METALS

005 Tin

019 Shver

02t Goid

026 Cupious metal
028 Ferous alioy
029  Auminurm
032 Steel

034 Llead

035 Chiome

094 Mercury

136 Undifferentiated metal

STONE

12¢ Agate
075 Asbesics
133 Chalk
052 Chert
042 Granlte
044 Gravel
109 Jet

038 Limeslons
041 Marble
840 Mieo
058 Obsidian
057 Ochre
0468 Precious stone
053 Quarz
054 Grerzie
03¢ Sandstone
0a4 Shale
040 Sioter
Q&0 Steqtite
043 Schist
126  Unditferentialed stone

ORGANIC MATERIALS

CELLULOSIC

115 Bark

108 Budap

128 Charcoal

92 Cok

087 Cotten

131  Fibetoardimasankie
085 Hemp

0\ Paper

006 Wood

121 Calukose seeds/

CONSTRUCTION
093 Asphalt
125 Fornica
101 Unoleurm
102 Tarpaper

WAX
076 Wox

GUM/RESIN
010 Rubber. etastic
009  Rubber, hard

PEIROCHEMICALS
073 Carbon
095 Coal

048 Graphite
Né& Tex

PROTEN

118 Chitin [arthiopod. exoskeleton)
106 Fefl

122 Flash

016 Hol

117 Keratin [homsflingemall/claws)
015 Leather

107 Sk

090 Sponge. natural
108 Woo!

COMBINATION MATERIALS
M7 Bone
132 vory
047 Pead
089 Shell

SYNTHETIC MATERIALS
103 Celluloid

088 Nylon

008 Piastc

077 Seap

091 sponge, synthetic
104 Synihetic

TEXTILE
151  Undffferenliated texiile
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GROUPS AND CLASSES

KITCHEN

01 Dishes

02 Containess
03 Tableware
04 Kiichenwaie

FAUNALFLORAL GROUP

01 Mammalic

02 Aves

03 Reptila

04 Amphibia

05 Plsces

09 Other sthnofaunalfzooksgical
14 Ethnobotanical

ARCHITECTURAL GROUP

01 Window gkass

02 Nalis

03 Splkes

04 Door & Window haidware
05 Otner Siuctural hardware
06 Constnuction materials

FURNITURE GROUP

01 Hardware

02 Matedals

03 lighting devica

04 Decotativa fumishings

ARMS GROUR

Y Projectles

02 Comridge case
03 Armns accessories
04 Gun parts

CLOTHING GROUP

01 Appaied

02 Crmamentatien
03 Making and Repair
04 Fasteners

PERSONAL GROUP

01 Coins

D2 Kevs

03 writing parophematia
04 Grooming & hygiene
05 Petsonal omamentatikon
04 Gther personal flams

APPENDIX 2

B. lobie for Data Base Coding Chart: Groups and Clossas

SAMPLE ARTIFACTS

Piate, cup, salt cellar

Bottle glass fragments
Eating utensils

Cooking utensils, pot, kettie

Mommal

Sl

Reptie

Amphiolan

Fish

Oystex, ciab, egg shells
Seads, nuls

Window pane giass
Nails

Rallread spikes
Doorinob, Goor hinge
Pipe, frepiace tiles
Brick. mortar, roofing

Hanidia, dravwer pull, latch

Stove parts, chell por, bedirame
Candiestick. lkamp basa
Flowerpot, clock parts, vosa

Shot, bullets

Cariidge

Gun fints, bullat molds, powder hom
Pistol bane), fiintiock assembly

Hat. coat, scarves, giove, shoe
Beads, sequin, hafpin, Teather
Thimbie. shokyht pin, sclssors
Buttons, snops, buckes, cufflink

Calns

Door kock keys, padiock kays

Quill, fountain pen nib, graphite pencil
Hairbnush, mizos, mimor, twesazers
Jewelry, fbbon, omamental comb
Pockat waich, key chain, pocket knifer

GROUPS AND CLASSES
08  TCBACCO PIPE GROUP
Gl Kaoln pipe

05 Nonkaolin pipe
06 Smoking cccassores

ACTIVITIES GROUP

07 Constuction toois
02 Form tools

03 Letsure acthvities

04 Flshing gear

05 —

s —

07 Poitery ciass

08 storage tems

o9 -

10 Stoble ond bom

11 Miscelioneous baidware
12 Specialzed activitles
13 Miitary oblects

PREHISTCRIC GROUP

01 Hunting and Fishing

02 Domestic

03 Stone working

04 Wood working

05 Digging Tools

04 Other fabricoting o processing
Toots

Q7 Other genexal utility tools
08 Ceremonial & cinamental
09 Miscellaneous

Kaalin pipa
Comcob pipe
Snuff tin, cuspidor, fobaceo fin, pipe cleanar

Axe head, dil bit, sow, palntbiush
Hos, raka, plow blade

Matbles, few's harp, doll parts

Fish hooks, sinkers, arab trap

Indian water jar, etfigy pot
Crack, banel staves, sacks

Stisup, horsashoe, rein, homess bett
ficpe, bolts, nuts, washers, chain

Button bkenks, metaliurgic cebrls, soggars
Insignia, bayonets

Broom, coat hanger, washboard

Sewer pipe, water pips ’

Prajeciile point, atati hook

Vessal, mortar, pestie
Hammerstone, baton, fiake. coe
Ceft, grooved axg

Hoe

Dy, chisel, needle
¥nife, prismatic blade, choopey

Sheet, gorget, bead
Function unimown



APPENDIX 2

C. Tabfe for Data Base Coding Chart: Prehistoric Artifacts - Class and Morphology

Class 04: Hunting and Fishing Activities

01 - Prajectile point
02 -Birdstona

03 - Bannerstone
(4 -Boatstone

035 -Fish hook

06 - Netsinker

07 - Atlatl hook

Clags 02: Domastic Activities

13 -vessel

14 - mortar

15 - pestle

16 - muiler

17 - groundstone fragment

Class 03: Stone Working

24 - Hammerstone
22 - Batan

23 -Tine

24 - Splinter

5. Drift or "punch”
26 - Anvil

27 -Flake, primary
28 - Flake, secondary
29 - Bifacial thinning flake
30-Core

31 -Blank

32 - Tested piece

Class 04: Wood Working
37 -Celt

38 - Grooved axe

39 - Spokeshave

Class 1 B: Ethnobotanical

Seeds
Nuts

Class 0B: Other Fabricsting or Processing Tools

51 -Perforator

52 -Drill

53-Awl

54 -Reamer

55 - Chisel

56 - Microperforatar
57 -Needle

58 - Graver

Class 07:General Utility Taals

57 -Knife

B8 - Sida scraper

B9 - Care scraper

70 -Stermmed end scraper
71 - Qther end scraper

73 - Prismatic blade

74 -Chopper

75 - Utilized/ Retouched flake
76 - Pitted psbble

77 -Bouge

78-Maul

79- Abrader

BO - Whststone

B1 - Bifaca

B2 - Adze

B3 - Distolateral scraper
B4 - Bifacial end scraper
85 - Bifacial scraper

Class O8: Ceremonial & Ornamental Objects

85 - Angled pipe
86 - Tuba

B7 - Platform pipe
BB - Cloud blower pipe
89 -Shaet

80 - Platas
81-Comb

92 - Bead

93 - Gorget

- -Hematita

- -Ochre



APPENDIX 2

D. Table for Data Base Coding Chart: Ambiguous items of Material Culture

Nate: The items listed below may be ambiguous or hard to place in a taxonomit categary, but es a convention, for inventory purposes, will
be coded ss follows:

Unidentified wond fragments 98 (B0} [8.8]5]

Construction wood o3 06 0os

Pegs, Wood planks a3 06 (8.8

Twigs, branches 09 16 006

Burned wood [partial) Code as wood (above] and put "burnt wood” in the commaents

section
Chercoal and gll small fragments
of completely burnt wood Code as charcoal
Coal a8 Do ass

Slag, burned coal, vitrified
metalworking or manufacturing

by-praducts 98 00 112
Pantiles a3 06 003
Delft fireplace tiles, wall skirting, ete. G4 Q4 DOo3
Porcelain bathroom tiles, other bathreom ¢

furniture (tub, toilet, ete.) 03 a5 a1
Chamber pot 04 (&) oo
Flowerpat o4 04 002 OG-
Teeth o2 - 132
Fish scales o2 8lz] 118
Coral D4 04 118
Eggshell o2 09 119
Seeds, seed covering 02 18 121
Schist (construction) 03 n5] 043
Schist (unidentified) 88 Do 043
Read brick 03 06 169
Yellow brick 03 0B 1565
Linoleurn 03 06 101
Metal hardware (probably construction) 03 06 ()
Furniture hardwara o4 o1 (]
Miscellaneous hardware [other and unidentified 0| 1M 0

including screws, car parts)

Leather shoe parts o6 O™ 015
Unidentified fzather scraps asg Do 018
Leather personal items o7 ¥} 015



Page No. 1
07/23/98

Context Gp Cl Mph Mat

** context 3002.02
3002.02 01 02
3002.02 Ot 02
3002.02 01 02

** gubtotal **

** Context 3003.02
3003.02 01 02
** cubtotal **

** context 3004.02
3004.02 01 02
** gubtotal **

** context 3005.02
3005.02 03 0
** gubtotal **

** context 3006.02
3006.02 01 02
*% gybtotal **

*%* Tpntal *kw

078

078

078

078

Identity

Contajner glass
Container glass
Container glass

Container glass

Container glass

Flat glass

Container glass

Count

N N

—

Comments

Kelly green
Brown

Brown

ARTIFACT INVENTORY
SAVO CENTER

STATEN I[SLAND, NEW YORK

Reference

Cat#

(S 1,8 B



