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• INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this archaeological survey is to document the presence or
absence of prehistoric and/ or historic archaeological resources within the
Savo Center project area in south-central Staten Island through the use of
physical testing techniques.

•
The project area is located in south-central Staten Island, NewYork, in the
vicinity of Amboy Road. The property consists of a roughly rectangular
parcel located along the northwest side of Amboy Road. It is within Tax
Block 4645, Lot 275. See Figure 1 for a map illustrating the location of the
project area.

•
The Stage lA archaeological/historical sensitivity evaluation report on this
development concluded that this parcel could preserve evidence from the
prehistoric period. Eleven prehistoric sites are known within two miles' of
this location. The project area includes elevated land adjacent to a stream,
making this a possible location for a hunting camp (Greenhouse Consultants
1998:12). An archaeological survey consisting of two backhoe trenches,
augmented by shovel tests within the trenches was recommended.
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•
Figure J Location of the Savo Center project arca shown on por tioris of

the U.S.O.S. 7.5 minute series Arthur Kill and The Narrows, New
York Quadrangle, 1967, photorevised 1981.
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• FIELD 'METHODOLOGY

•
The purpose of this Stage 18 archaeological survey is to document the
presence or absence of potential prehistoric archaeological resources within
the Savo Center project area in Staten Island, New York through the use of
physical testing techniques.

•
The Stage 18 testing of the project area took place on May 27,' 1998. This
parcel was investigated by two .means: backhoe trenching and excavating
shovel tests. Two backhoe trenches were excavated to search for evidence of
a buried surface adjacent to the former swamp and stream. The first trench
measured 50 by 5 feet and the second trench 30 by 5 feet. The 'trenches
were situated based on the 1913 location of the swamp. One, trench was
designed to cross from the upland into the edge of the swamp. The second
trench was placed on the edge of the upland parallel to the swamp. The
methodological procedure used for trench excavation was that the backhoe
operator was instructed to remove the soil in thin increments under the

. supervision of the archaeologist.

•

• The shovel testing was conducted when the buried surface was located at"
less than six feet below grade. The manual excavation of shovel test were
used to sample the former surface to search for prehistoric .remains. A
minimum of two shovel tests were planned for the shorter trench and a
minimum of three in the longer trench. The methodological procedure was
to excavate into natural subsoil, excepting when halted by obstacles.
Horizontal control was maintained by measuring from the property
boundaries. Vertical measurements were made relative to . the ground
surface. See Figure 2 for the location of the backhoe trenches and shovel
tests.

•

•

•

All soils from the excavations, backhoe trenching and shovel tests, were
screened through Y4-inchmesh for the recovery of artifacts. Soils were
excavated and recorded by natural stratigraphic deposits. For all of the
shovel tests, the strata encountered were measured, described, and recorded
in terms of texture, inclusions and Munsell colors. All information was·
recorded on standardized, pre-printed provenience forms. All excavations
were backfilled after they were recorded and photographed. See Appendix 1
for the original survey record forms.
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Figure 2 Locations of backhoe trenches and shovel tests within the project area.
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• A total of six shovel tests were 'completed, 1 to 3 associated with Backhoe
Trench 1 and 4 to 6 associated with Backhoe Trench 2. Shovel Test 3 was
stopped by cobbles at 0.9 feet. Shovel Test 4 was also stopped by rock, at
1.8 feet.
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• STRATIGRAPHIC SUMMARY

•
The typical profile of the six shovel tests at the Savo Center project area had
three layers: the topsoil, in most cases removed by the backhoe, composed of
silty, or silty loam with sand; followed with an A horizon of silty loam, or a
silty loam with gravel or cobbles; and a third layer or B horizon of silt, which
could be mottled or with small pebbles.

• Table 2
Shovel Test Profile

•
Layer # De scrtetfon #
Topsoil
Backhoe Trench Silty loam 1
1>Shovel Test 2
Backhoe Trench Silty loam wj coarse sand 1

2> Shovel test 5
Shovel Test 6 Silty loam wi sand 1

A horizon
Backhoe Trench Silty loam wj gravel 2
1>Shovel Tests
1,2
Shovel Test 3 Mottled silty loam wjcobbles 1

Backhoe Trench Silty loam 3
2, Shovel Tests
4-6

B horizon
Backhoe Trench Mottled silt 1

1>Shovel Test 1
Shovel Test 2 Silt wjsma11 pebbles 1

Backhoe Trench Silt 2
2, Shovel Tests
4,5

,

Shovel Test 6 Slightly clayey silt, mottled 3

•

•

•

••

•
In the area of Shovel Test 1> about six inches of overburden was removed
which contained modern beer bottles, metal and other trash. This was
Context 3001.01. When Context 3002.01 was removed by the backhoe; 0.3

4
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• to 1.0 feet, plastic and tinfoil found in the overburden were discarded in the
field. Contexts 3004.01 and 3005.01 were also removed with the backhoe
stripping. Most of Context 3006.01 remained after backhoe clearing.

•
Table 3

Description of ShovelTest Soil Layers

•
Descriutlo:u Munsell Color . ft

Silty loam lOYR3/4 Dark brown 1

Silty loam w/ coarse sand lOYR3/4 Dark yellow brown 1

Silty loam w/ sand lOYR4J4 Dark yellow brown I

Silty loam w/ gravel IOYR3/4 Dark yellow 1

lOYR3/3 Dark brown 1

Mottled silty loam w/cobblcs lOYR3/3 Dark brown mottled with I

7.5/yr4/6 Strong brown

Silty loam lOYR3J3 Dark brown 3

Mottled silt lOYRS/4 Yellow brown mottled with 1

7.5YR4/6 Strong brown

Silt w/small pebbles lOYRS/8 Yellow brown 1

Silt lOYRS/l Grey 1

lOYR5/6 Yellow brown 1

Slightly clayey silt mottled lOYRS/8 Yellow brown mottled with 1

with black silt lOYR211 Black

•

•

•
The greatest depth of the A horizon was 1.2 feet in Shovel Test 6. The'
average thickness of the· six shovel tests was 0.75 feet. The depth of the ,B
horizon ranged from 0.7 to 1.9 feet with an average of 0.70 feet in thickness.
A deep test was conducted in Backhoe Trench 2 where the first layer of silty
loam went to 0.5 feet in depth. The second layer of slightly clayey silt went
to 1~2feet. The third layer of silt had a"depth of 2.1 feet. A fourth layer of
silt witJ:1 some sand started at 2.1 and backhoe trenching ceased at 2.6 feet.•

•

•
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• ARTIFACT PROCESSING AND ANALYSIS

•
Laboratory Methodology
Ten artifacts were returned to the Greenhouse Consultants laboratory for
processing and analysis. All were glass artifacts from the second level of
ShovelTests 2 through 6.

•
The artifacts recovered from the field work were returned to the Greenhouse

. Consultants Laboratory in New York City for processing. The cultural
material was washed in room temperature tap water, dried, marked, and

. catalogued. The drying procedure was slow air drying on screens in the
laboratory .processing area. The artifacts were labeled with their appropriate
context number. .

• Artifacts were identified using a modified form'of the Cultural Material Data
Base Taxonomy of the National Park Service, Artifacts were coded for their
functional group, class and material. Technological and stylistic
manufacturing .ranges were assigned when an artifact exhibited a datable
attribute. Establishing the range of manufacture of artifacts provides a time
frame for establishing dates after which the refuse deposits were made. This
information was recorded on a tyvek label which was inserted with the
artifact into a clear polyethylene ·ziplock bag. The bags were also labeled
with context and catalog numbers.

•

• Subsequent to cataloguing, the information from all artifacts with their
appropriate codes were inventoried using Paradox, a relational database
software, which provides sorted inventory lists for contexts and' artifact
groups.

• Contexts were assigned series numbers in accordance to the type of data
recovery method. Shovel testing' is identified by .the 3000 senes. See
'Appendix 1 for the context labeling system.

•

•
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• Artifact Analysis
The ten artifacts recovered were modern historic glass, three window glass
fragments in Context 3005.02 and the remaining seven were container glass,
probably from beverage bottles.

• No prehistoric artifacts were recovered from the shovel tests.

•

•

•

•
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• .RESULTS

•
The purpose of this archaeological testing was to search for evidence of
prehistoric use of this land. No evidence of prehistoric artifacts or features
was found during this testing.'

•
The archaeological testing did recover ten fragments of glass from the
historic period. Three were window glass, and seven were from containers.
All likely date to the twentieth century.

•
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• CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

•
This final report documents the procedures and results of the Stage IB
testing of the Savo Center project, Staten Island, NewYork. Based on this
objective ground testing, it can now be concluded that no potentially
significant prehistoric or historic resources were present within the
boundaries of the project area. We can now confidently state that additional
testing is not necessary and no further work is recommended.
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Plate 1 View of Backhoe Trench 1 looking east.
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• Plate 2 View of Backhoe Trench 2 looking northeast.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



Plate 3 Detail of deep test within Backhoe Trench 2 looking southwest.
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• . APPENDIX 1
CONTEXT NUMBERING AND PROVENIENCE LABEUNG

•
A field recording system which encompasses a variety of conditions and situatione is optimal for any archaeological proieet. Among thesa
situations are the aiza of the projact. tha number of different field techniques and the numbar ofaxpected artifacts. Tha field recording
system used was developed by Greenhousa Consultente and was based on modifications of other accepted syste ms.

All contexts are numbered in the field end these numbers are applied to the artifacts. The format for numbering is XX·9999.99 where X
is alphanumeric and 9 is numeric. The alphanumeric characters to the left of the hyphen are the prefix. The two digits to the right of the
decimal point are used only when it is necessary to refer to strata within a context. The four digits betwaen the prefix end decimal
subdivision may be called the base code.

• The prefix is a two character designation of the project parcel. The four digit numeric base code can be divided into two parts: the first
digit being separate fro m the last threa. The first numeric digit indicates the typa of field techniqua used. The codes are as follows:

•

1000:
2000;
3000:
4000:
5000:
6000:
7000:
8000:
9000:

unprovenienced surface collection
provenienced surfaca COllection
shovel testing
trenching
excavation units
feature excavation
borings

transects

•
The three digits following the technique code are unique for each location and are assigned sequentially. Decimal subdivisions may ba
used for techniques three through six to indicate specific strata. For example, 01-3001.02. refers to Area 1 [01 J, shovel test [3]. number
1 [00 1), at the second layer [.02).

•
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• APPENDIX 2

COMPLETEARTIFACT INVENTORY

TABLES FORCODINGMATERIAL CULTURE

•
A. Table for National Park Service Meterial Culture Date Base Coding Chart: Groups, Classes and

Material

B. Table for Date Base Coding Chart: Groups and Classas

• C. Table for Date Base Coding Chart: Prehistoric: Artifac:ts - Class and Morphology

D. Table for Data Base Coding Chart: Ambiguous Items of Material Culture

•
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APPENDlX2

A. Table ta Notional POlkSaMee Material Cult1Jte Dala Base COOilg Chert: Groups, Ckl&SeSand Maferla~

GIlOIJ'S AND ClASSES

01 ~lCHEN GllOUP 0'1 AClMTIESGROlR
01 [)shes 01 Canslrucllor1 tools
02 Containers 02 Farm foals
03 Tableware 03 Lelswe actMtles
04 KlIdlenware 04 Fishing gear

05-
02 FAIJNAlJFLORALGIlOUP 06-

01 Mammola 07 PoffEllY class
02 Ales 08 5taage"arm
03 ReptIlia 09-
04 ArrphPoIa 10 Stable and bam
05 Pisces 11 Miscellaneous hardware
00 EthootaunallZoologrol 12 SpecialIZed oclMlIes
16 Ethnabatanical 13 MII"aiV ob)e<::ts

14 Housekeeping
03 ARCHITECTURALGllOUP 15 Public se<vI<:es

01 wo:J<:JN glass
02 Nalls 10 PREHISTORICGROUP
03 Spi:es 01 Hunting and fishing activltles
04 Dc:xx & Window hardwate 02 Domeslic ae:tMlIes
05 01her structural hordware 03 Slone WOl'<ing
06 ConsIrucllon molerla~ 04 Waod WOl'<ing

05 Digging faoll;
04 F\.1lNllU'lE GllOLI' 06 other fabrlcollng a processing tools

01 Hardware 07 other general utility toals
02 Male<ia~ 08 Ceiemanlal & ornamental
03 Lighting deVce 09 Miscellaneous
~ DecOIatlve furnishings

11 SAMI'LfS
05 ARMSGOOUP - Chatcool sarnp\es fa radiocarbon

01 Projectiles dating
02 Cartrlc:lge case - Flolation samples
03 Arms accessOOes - light fraction
04 Gun ports - hea"Y fraction

- SoIl samples
06 CLOTHINGGIlOUP

01 Apparel 98 UNSPECIFIEDGROU'
02 Ornamentation
03 Maklng and repair
04 Fosteners

07 PEllSONALGllOUP
01 CoIns
02 K.....
03 WrtIlng polaphernalla
04 G,ooming and hygiene
05 Pe<wnalomamentation
06 other pe!WflQ1 118ms

08 108ACCO PIPE GtlOUP
01 Kaolin pipe clOSS
02 Nonkaolln pipe
03 Sn1<:*JngOCCBSSOries

MATERIAlS - COMMON usr (ClASSIFIED)

ORGANIC MATERIALSINORGANlC MATERIALS

CERAMIC
001 Pacelaln
002 stoneware
003 Earthenware
004 Whltewarelironstone/granUe
134 Undifferentiated ceramic

CELLULOSIC
115 Bork
108 Burlap
128 Cbcrcocl
002 Carl<
087 Conan
131 F1beItloard/maronlla
085 Hemp
0\ 1 Poper
006 Wood
121 CellUlase seeds.!

seed cO'Je!lng

CLAY
047 Clay
062 Kaolin
079 Redclay

CONSTRUCTION
069 8tick
071 Cement
070 Mortar
072 f'Iasfer

GlASS
013 Mll<gla!lS
078 Glass
112 Slag and clinker

CONSffiLICTION
003 .-.phon
125 Formica
101 llnoioom
102 Tat poper

WAA
076 Wax

GUM/RE5IN
010 Rubber. elastic
009 Rubber, herd

METALS
005 TIn
019 Silver
021 GOO
026 Cuprous metal
028 Ferrous alloy
029 MJmlntJrn
032 Sleel
034 Lead
035 Chrome
096 MerClJ'Y
136 Undlfferenliated metal

PEmCCHfMICAlS
073 Carban
005 Cadi
048 Graphne
116 Tar

PROTEIN
118 Chitin {arthropod, e~oskeletool
\06 Fell
122 Flesh
016 Heir
11 7 K",atln IhomsItingernal~claWsl
015 Lealhel
107 Silk
090 Sponge. natural
lOS Woo

STOM:
129 Agole
075 M:>estos
133 Cholk
052 Chert
042 Grann",
046 Grawl
109 Jel
038 limestone
041 Malbl$
049 MJco
058 Obsidian
OS7 OChte
068 Precious slane
053 Q.JQrtl
054 QucllZlte
039 Sandstone
044 Shale
040 5lata
060 steame
043 SCl1Isl
126 U"lditlerenllaled slane

COMBINATION MAlER~S
017 Bene
\32 IIIOIV
007 Pearl
089 Shell

SYNTItEllC MATER~S
103 CellUloid
088 N',1cr1
ooa Plastic
077 Soap
091 Sponge, svnthetic
104 5',T1thett

TEXTILE
151 Und~erenllalec laxille
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B. labia 101Data Ilcse Coding Chart. Groupsoncl CIossa<

GROUPSAND ClASSES

01 KITCHEN SAMPLEARTIFACTS
01 Dishes Plata. ClIP. sa~ cellm
02 Contalne<s Baltla gklss lragments
os TableWare Eating utensils
04 Kitchenware Cooking utensils. pot. 1<.ettle

02 FAUWIllFLORAL GROUP
01 Mammalia tv'<lmmol
02 Aves Bird
oa Reptilia Reptile
04 Amphibia AmphrtJlan
05~ Fish
09 other e1hnofaunaV2ao1og~1 0\ISl9l. crab. egg shells
16 Ethnobotanlc:cl S€leds. J>.J1s

03 ARCHITECTURAl.GROUP
Ol Window glass \\o1ndaw pane gJass
02 Nkllis Nkliis
D:l Splkas Railroad spl1<.es
04 Door & Window hardware DoOOalab. doc! hinge
05 01hei SllUCtural hardware PIpe, flreplace tllBs
06 Conshuct\on materials BricK.mortm, rooIIng

04 FURNiTUREGROUP
Ol Hardware Handle, drawer pu~. latch
02 Materiels Stooe partt. Chair part, bedtrame
OJ Lighting davlcs CandlastlcK. Iomp basEl
04 (;ecofatlva furnishings FIowerpct. clock partt. I/QSEl

05 AAMSGROUP
0\ Prolectlles Shat. ~Iets
02 Cartlidge case Carllldge
03 Arms acceSSOl1es Gun Hints. bullet molds. PQ'Nd91 hom
04 Gun ports PIs101 barrel. II1ntlockossemb~

06 CLOTHING GROUP
Ol Jlppara! Hat. coot, stXlllleS. gave. shoa
02 Ornamentation Beads. sequin. hafpin. fea1he1
03 Maldng 000 Repair Thimble, shalght pin. scissors
04 Faslooers Bullons. snaps. buckles. cufIIlnk

07 PERSONAL GROUP
OT Cains Coins
02 K8'iS Door Ioc:k keys, padloc:k keys
03 WIning pClfaphemal1a Quill. fountain pen nb, graphite pencil
04 Grooming & I1I'IJlena HalrblUSh. razor. mirror. lwe<alel.
05 Pelsonalomamentation Jawelrv. rtJbon. ornamental cartb
06 Oihel persona! Iiams Pede! walch. kay chain. pocl<el knife

GROUPS AND ClASSES

08 TOBACCO PIPEGROUP
01 KcoIln pipe
05Non1«lolln pipe
06 Smoking ccceSSOl1es

00 AClMl1ES GROUP
01 COOsllUCtion toots
02 Fann tools
D:l Lellure cctMlIas
04 F1shlng gear
05-
06-
07 l'altervclass
08 Storage IIams
09-
10 stobie and bam
11 MIsr;<llIanecus ooldware
12 SpecI::IllZed aclMl\es
13 MlIitarvob]ects
I 4 Housekeeping
I S PIilIIc S8l\IIces

10 PIlEHISTORlC GROUP
01 Huntfng and Fishing
02 DameslIc
03 Stane working
04 WOod working
OS· DIggIng Toolis
06 Other tabrlcaHng 01 procooslng

looI:s
0] 0Iher gane<al utilily tOOls
08 C9IemanIaI & omamental
09 Mlscellaoeaus

• • •

Koalln pipe
Comcobplpe
Snuff tin. cuspkior, tooccco fin. pipe clean91

Axe !lead. dIW bn. saw. polnlbrUsh
Hoo. rake. plow blade
MoIbIes, jeW's harp, doll parts
FIsh hooks. ~nkef5. crab trop

Indian water jar. e1fqv pol
Crcx:k. barrel slO'l'BS,sacks

Stlnup. horseshoe. <ein. hamess bell
Rope, bolts. nuts, washer a, chain
BUhonblanks. metallurgk: debris. saggars
Insignia. bayonets
BlOOm, ooa1 hangBf. washboard
~ pipe. wat91 pipe

Pro/ectlle paint. ata"' hook
Vessel. mortar. pesIIe
HkllT1lllBl5tone, baton. flake. oore
C$!t, grooved axe
Hoe
DIll. chisel, needle

Knlfe. prismatic blade. chapP91
Sheet. gorget. bead
Flrlc1ion unl<nawn
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C. Table for Data Base Coding Chart: Prehistoric Artifacts - Class and Morphology

Class 01: Hunting and Fishing Activities Class 06: Other Fabricating or Processing Tools

• 01 - Projectile point
02 - Birdstona
03 - Bannerstone
04 - Boatstone
05 - Fish hook
06 - Netsinker
07 - Atlatl hook

51 - Perforator
52-Drill
53-Awl
54-Reamer
55-Chisel
56 - Microperforator
57 -Needle
58-Graver•

Class 02: Domestic Activities
Class 07: General Utility Tools

•
13 -vessel
14-mortar
15 - pestle
16 - muller
17 - groundstone fragment

57-Knife
B 8 - Side scraper
89 - Core scraper
7D-Stemmed end scraper
71 - Otlher end scraper
73 - Prismatic blade
74-Chopper
75 - Utilized/Retouched flake
76 - Pitted pebble
77-Gouge
78-Maul
79-Abrader
80 - Whetstone
81 - Biface
82-Adze
83 - Oistolateral scraper
84 - Bifacial end scraper
85 -Bifaeial scraper

Class 03: Stone Working

•
21 - Hammerstone
22 - Baton
23 - Tine
24-Splinter
25 - Drift or "punch"
2S-Anvil
27 - Flake. primal)'
28 - Flake, secondsI")'
29 - Bifaeial tihinning flake
3D-Core
31 -Blank
32 - Tested piece

Cless 08: Ceremonial & Omamental Objects

•

• 37 -Celt
38 - Grooved exe
39 - Spokeshave

85 - Angled pipe
86- Tube
87 - Platform pipa
88 - Cloud blower pipe
89-Sheet
90-Plates
91-Comb
92-Bead
93-Gorget
- -Hematite
- -Ochre

Class 04: Wood Working

Class 16: Ethnobotanicaf

• Seeds
Nuts

•

•
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D. Table for Data Basa Coding Chart: Ambiguous Items of Material Culture

Note: The items listed below may be ambiguous or herd to placa in a taxonomic cetegory, but as a convention, for irwantory purposes, will
be coded as follows:•

• Charcoal and all small fragments
of completely burnt wood

9S DO 006
03 06 006
03 06 006
09 16 006
Code as wood [above) and put "burnt wood" in the comments

section

Code as charcoal

98 00 095

98 00 112

03 06 003
04 04 003

03 05 001

04 02 oo-
04 04 002 ro

02 132
02 09 118
D4 04 119
02 09 119
02 16 121

03 06 043
98 00 043

03 06 169
03 06 155
03 06 101

03 06 II
04 01 II
09 11 II

06 01 015
9a 00 015
07 (] 015

Unidentified wood fragments
Construction wood
Pegs, Wood planks
Twigs, branches
Burned wood (partial)

Coal
Slag. burned coal, vitrified

metalworking or manufacturing
by-products

• Pantiles
Delft fireplace tiles, wall skirting, etc,
Porcelain bathroom tiles. other bathroom

furniture [tub. toilet. etc.)

Chamber pot

Flowerpot

• Teeth
Fish scales
Coral
Eggshell
Seeds, seed covering

•
Schist [construction)
Schist [unidentified)

Red brick
Yellow brick
Linoleum

•
Metal hardware (probably construction)
Furniture hardware
Miscellaneous hardware (other end unidentified

including screws, car parts)

Leather shoe parts
Unidentified leather scraps
Leather personal items

•

•

•



• Page No.07/23/98

Context

• ** Context 3002.02
3002.02 01 023002.02 01 02
3002.02 01 02

** Subtotal **

078 Container glass
078 Container gLass078 Container glass

** Context 3003.02
• 3003.02 01 02 078 Container glass

** Subtotal **

** Context 3004.023004.02 01 02 078 Container gLass
** Subtotal **

** Context 3005.023005.02 03 01 078 FLat glass
.. ** Subtotal **

** Context 3006.023006.02 01 02 078 container gLass
** Subtotal **
*"/r*Total ***..

•

..

•

•

..

•

Count Cornnents

ARTIFACT INVENTORY
SAVO CENTER

STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK
Reference

===== ==:====== ======::::====

1 KeL Ly green
2 Brown
1

4

Brown

3

3

1

1

10

Range Cat#

1
2
3

4

5

6

7


