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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this archaeological and hIstorical sensitivity study is to document the
potentIal prehlstorJc and hlstorfc sensltlvlty of the proposed Eger Harbor House
project through the review of eXisting archive" c.artographlc and published
references and then to make recommendations regarding possible further testing.
In order to provide a context for evaluating any Idenfffied resources WIthInthe porcel
itself, this sUNey will provide a synthesis of pUblished and unpublished prehlstOrlc and
hIstoric sources In the immediate vicinity surrounding the project area. Materials on
file at Greenhouse Consultants, complied for other projects conducted in the
Borough of Richmond were used In preparing thIs report. AcknoWledgments are
extended to the documentary research completed by Anna V, Farkas for previous
projects.

The proJect area Is located In south-central Staten Island, New York. In tf1e vrclnrty of
the village of Richmond. The property consrsts of a Irregularly shaped parcel
located along the east sJde of Meisner Avenue. It Is within Tax Block 2250 and
consists of Lot 3. See Figure 1 for a map ruustratrng 1he location of the project area.

ThIs study is organized in the following manner: first. a section describes the
geography and physIcal setting of the project area; second, a section follows on
the prehistoric senslflvity of the area; third, a revIew of the historic sensitivity of the
area; and fourth, the conclusions and recommendaflons.

1
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Figure 1

2000 2000 4000
·S

0
Fa ER i.

LocatIon of the Eger Harbor House project area shown on portions of
the U.S.G.S.7.5 minute series Arthur Killand The Narrows, New York
Quadrangle, 1967, photorevlsed 1981.
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SEOSRAPHY AND PHYSICAL SETTING

The project area Is located in the Atlantic Coastal Lowland Physiographic Province of
New York State. There is only one other location In the state. Long Island, where this
provInce occurs (Von Diver 1985:34). Geographically. Staten Island is part of New
Jersey from which it Is separated by the Kill Von Kull and 'the staten Isfand Sound
(Sldnner1909).

The geomorphology of Staten Island consists of landforms end deposits of glacial
origIn. The sediments were deposited by the Wisconsin glaciation 55.000-10,000
years ago and generally consist of ground moraIne, terminal moraine and outwash
sediments (Jacobsen 1980:5). The shoreline area in thIs portion of staten Island Is
comprIsed of sandy embankments of beach and adjacent to and at tlmes
overlying 111e area's geologIcally earlIer glacial deposits of the Cretaceous
formations of sand and clay (WeIngartner 1967:41). Local glacial deposits may be
overlold by fill as well as beach, marsh, dune, swamp, and estuartne deposits
(Jacobsen 1980:5),

DurIng May! 1998 the PrincIpal InvestIgator visited the Eger Harbor House project
area. DUring this vlsit a pedestrIan survev was used to Inspect the prolect area,
Plates 1 and 2 illustrate the project area. There is evidence of grading In the
southwestern part of 1he property. See Plate 1. To the north the terrain Issloping and
the vegetation Istrees and brush. See Plate 2, Much of the east sIde of 1he property
consIsts of a paved drIveway and parkIng lot, The property contaIns no structures.

2
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PREHISTORIC SENSITIVITY

As part of the project evaluation process, the sensitivity study has surveyed
published and unpublished sources in the Archives and Library of the Staten Island
InstiMe of Ms end Sciences (hereafter SIlAS). the library of the New York CIty
Landmarks Preservation CommIssIon, the fifes of the New York state Museum Division
of Historical and Anthropological SeNices. and the New Yorl<. state HIstoric
PreservatIon Office (NYSHPO). Most documented prehistorIc archaao1oglcal work
undertoken by both professIonal and avocational archaeologIsts has historically
concentrated on the southwestem portion of Staten Island (Baugher 1985. persona!
communIcation],

Table 1 presents the results of our search for prehfstorlc sites in the vicInity of the Eger
Harbor House project area. Included In the table are nine sites located mo mlles or
less from the project area. The locations of these SITes are presented on Figure 2
With letter code identifiers which correspond to those In Table',

Of the nine known occurrences of prehistoric occupation within two miles of the
project area, only one was excavated recently under controlled conditions. These
ofher dafa represent the worK of professlonat archaeologists early in this century,
Two professIonal archaeologIsts are Included: Alanson Skinner and Arthur C. Parker.
Skinner characterized the locations chosen byprehlsforlc populations as follows:

Throughout Staten Island. wl1h very few exceptions. aboriginal sites ore
confined to the sandy spots (1912:90).

The nearest site to the Eger Harbor House project area is the Vanderbflt Mausoleum.
This site Is recorded by Boesch as NA 98 in his recent sUNey of prehistoric sites on
Staten Island, FUesat the S.U.A.S, indicate that prehistorlc artifacts were recovered
dUring construction of the Mausoleum, See A In Table 1 and Figure 2. The
Mausoleum sfte Is located approximately 0.7 miles northeast of the project area.

The next nearest site is the Richmond Hili site numbered N,A,22 by Boesch and 30-
RIC-S-AJA byavocatlonat archaeologist Albert J. Anderson. This site Is assigned to
the Early ArchaIc period, ft is located apprOXimately 0.8 miles southwest of the
project crea. See B In TobIe 1 and FIgure 2.

The third nearest sIte to the project area is N.Y.S.M.slte 8499. It is described only as
a camp so no estimates of date range or cu11uralaffiliation can be made. It Is

3
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located approxImately 0,9 miles west of the project area, See C in Table 1 and
Figure 2,

The fourth nearest prehistoric site to the project area. designated D in Table 1 and
Figure 2 Is the Richmond sIte reported by former New Yorl<State Archaeologist Arthur
C. Parker. Th(ssite, which appears on Parker's map of Richmond Counfv and In his
text, Is described as Site Number 26, The site was prevIously reported by Skinner as
site #22. It Is located approxImately 1.6 miles west of the project area,

The fifth nearest sIte to the project area, designated E In Table 1 and Figure 2, Is on
unnamed site reported by Parker. ThIs sIte, WhIch appears on Parker's map Of
RichmOnd Coun1y but not in his text, is described only as a campsIte WIth traces of
occupatlon. It Is located approximately 1.7 miles southeast of the project area.
Since Parker provides no description of the artIfacts recovered. no estimate or date
range can be offered (Parker 1922:Plate 211).

Fin Table 1 and Figure 2 represent the Todt Hillsite. Thissite consists of a camp end
lithIc scatter. It is located approximately 1.8 miles northeast of the project area.
Boesch assigns It as number NA 30.

The seventh nearest site to the project area, desIgnated Gin Table 1 and Figure 2, is
the New Springville site, . This camp wIth burlots and a shell heap is located
approxImately 1.9 miles northwest of the proJect area. This site was fnltlally reported
by SkInner as Site 10. Parker repeats Skinner's description. The CUltural range
inclUdes and Woodland and Contact periods.

Boesch's Site N.A 89 is represented by H In Table 1 Ond FIgure 2. This site Is a
Woodland period shell midden now within the Oakwood Beach Water PoJluHon
Control Plant. It is located approximately 1.9 miles south of the project area,

J In Tabfe 1 and Figure 2 represents two small sites listed in the flies of the staten
(sland Institute of Arts and Sciences as STD-GKand STD·GF, representing Great Kills
and Glffords, Uthfcs were found In these fwo locoHons Wh!ch Ile approxJmafely 2.0
miles southeast of the project area.

In terms of prehlstor1c sensitivity, the project impaot area was evaluated from two
points of View:

1. the proxlmi1Yof known prehistoric sites in or near the project area;
and

2, the presence of fresh wafer drainage courses In generaf, and
particularly the Identification of rIver or stream confluence

4
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situations where two or more drainages come together.
providing access to both the water and food supplies of both
systems,

Thissurvey has documented the recorded or published locations of nIne sites within
a 1wo mUe radIus or the Eger Harbor House Center project area. Although sJteshave
been Identified in the general region of the proposed proiect impact area, none
are known to exIstwlthln the project area itself, No evlcenca, positive or negatIve,
based on previous survey work Is available. ft would be Inappropriate, however, to
characterize this regIon as without prehistoric sensitivi1y.

The 1910 topographIc map shows an unnamed brook just east of the project area,
Game would hove been attracted to the brook. The proIect area Included some
relatively elevated land overlookIng the brook ono therefore has the potential to
hold the remaIns of a hunting camp,

5
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TABLE 1

Prehistoric Siteswithin Two Miles of the Project Area

Hame NYfMIJ P<lrfce,N NYsOPRHP" otII.,# NYC1Pl# Refereflees PadodCer D9raiptlonA. Vandelbm
NA98 Boesch 199.4:119 Prehistoric Qr!ilOCI!MaUsoleum

found durlllgMorOlllan
construclionCemetery

B. nk:1Ynond HID
3Q-1lrC-5·A1A NA22 Boe.x:h 1994:105 f:ClIh' hCholcC. 8499

CompD. Richmond 4616 ACP-RICH-2b A·085 ...01·Dl09 Skmel #22 Slfnner 1909:16·17 Canp
Portel 1922:bII5E. 4628 AQ>-RlOl A·OB.5-O1-0 169 NA60 Porlo:er 1922:PI,211 Camp
Boesch 1994:113 Irccesot.

OCcuoatlonF. Toefl Hili
SID·l0m NAJa Boesch 1994: I01 Corrp and lilhlc-- .

~otterG. New S'ptlng1leld 4600 ACp·mCH·l0 Skhoerc.1O NA14 Sklnoeor1909:10 W()()(Jb]d Ca1'1p, Buiols, SheY
Pan:er 1922:682 ContOC1 hoop.
80escll 1994:115H.

NAlI9 Boesch 1994: 118 Woodond Shell iniddenD. Gmcl KllJs
S1D-GI< NAB8 Bolton 1934:152. 156 lhree filhlcsSTD-GF . Boescb 1994:118 OM IIthlc
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HISTORIC SENSITIVITY

Sevt!nteenfh and Eighteenth C~nturies
staten Island was known as Aquehonga Manacknong by the bands of lenape who
Inhobited it during the seventeenth century. although the variant, Eghquaons, is
used in the earliest Dutch document {Grumet 1981 :2). other vartatlons exist. but
these two are found in seventeenth century documents.

In 1626 the island was bought from the natives by the director of the Dutch West
Indio Company. Michael Pouw was gIven a patent of pafroonship by the Dfrector
and Council of New Netherlands in 1630. but he relinqufshed It to the Dutch West
India Company. The Dutch West India Company granted Cornefius Me!yn all of
Staten Island In 1641 (HIstorical Records SUNey 1942:xlvJ. Ten years Jater, Melyn
granted Hendrlck van der Capeflan a deed for one-third of '!he Island (ibId.: xv),
Upon the death of Capellan In 1656, Melyn sold his interest to the company thus .
endIng the patroon system on Staten Island (ibid,: XVi).

The British assumed control of the colony of Nieuw Amsterdam from the Dutch West
IndIa Company in 1664, Governor Francis Lovelace made the final purchase of
staten Island from the IndIans in 1670. land surveys were Inlflated under Lovelace
and completed under the govemorship of Edmund Andros in 1677 (Historical
Records Survey 1942:xvIll).

Governor Dongan designated staten Island as Richmond County. In March 1688
Richmond County was partitIoned info four towns: Castletown, Northfield. Soufhfleld
and Westfield (Bayles 1887:95J. The project area lies within ,the 010, town of Northfield
(IbId. :map facing page 1), '

I ,

Staten Island remained under Britishcontrol throughout the eighteenth century until
the end of the Revolutionary War, Approximately 29,000 troops under, British
command landed on the Island during July 1776. DespIte this large number of
men. there is no eVidence that any were stationed within or adjacent to the project
area.

Late eighteenth century cartographic sources show that a fewl farmsteads fined
both sides of the present Rockland Avenue by the onset of the Revolutionary War
(Plan No. S1 du Anglo-Hessois sans staten lslcnd]. Unfortunately. due to a certain
degree of inaccuracy Inherent In these early mops. It Is not possIble to ascertain the
project area's exact location on them. The Eger Harbor House project area appears
to be located north of one structure shown on Plan No. 31, Part of Plan No. 31 du
Anglo-Hessois is provided here as Figure 3, The New and Correct Map of the County

7
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of Richmond completed during 1797 shows the project area as vacant. It Is the
earliest map to show the name North11eldfor the town, including the project area,
Thismap was not reproduced for thIs report,

Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries
The United States Coast Survey Charter of New York Harbor, surveyed from 1836-1839
and publshec In 1845. is the earliest available nineteenth century cartographic
source. This map shows no structures in the vicInity of the project area. The Eger
Harbor House project area appears to Ue within a forest. TIle present Rockland
Avenue )sshown but Meisner Avenue Jsnot. See FIgure 4,

The next cartographic source presented here Is the Butler map of 1853. ThIsmap
shows that the project area Is labeled J,P. Kellet. Richmond Seminary, Meisner
Avenue does not exist yet. See Figure 5, The Butler map shows the proposed fine of
the railroad, that is not its present loconoru

The 1852 Bacon and Barnes map was also consutted, but is not Included as a figure
In the report sInce It shows the same situation as Butler,

The 1859 Walnng map was consulted but could not be copIed due to its large size,
It shows the project area as part of a parcel labeled f(Jchmond Hl71Hote/, J.P. Kellett,
Prop. One structure Isshown to the east of the project area,

The 1874 Beers Atlas. presented here as Figure 6. is the earliest car1<?Qraphlcsource
to show property lines and structure locations with a fajr ejegree of reliability. The
Eger Harbor House project oreo consists of port of a 20 acre propeftv. 'ab~led Est. of
J.P. Kells#. No structures ore shown within the project area. but Kelletfs,hause lies
Justto the east, as do a pond and a stream, Meisner Avenue Isshown. '

• I

Figure 7, taken from the 1887 Beers Atlas, continues to show the same situation. The
project area is vacant. The property Isparf of a larger parcel labeled J.P, Kefettas.

The last nIneteenth century cartographic source. presented here as Figure a.ls taken
from the 1898 Robinson atlas. No structures are shown withIn the project area. The
stream is shown, The project area Is part of a 20 acre parcel owned by Mortln
Keppler. It Is labeled Aquahonga. A house, barn and wfndmlll ore shown to the
south and east.

The 1907 Robinson Atlas shows a change In ownership. The project orso is now
owned by Carl F. Grieshaber. The project orea remains vacant. The house. bam

8

IIrAY 04 '99 14=46
718 667 6950 PAGE.!?



I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I I

1/4

I
Figure 4

r:;::====:=J=,r-/ =======:=====::J:::J
o mIles CClI:I~r~ulI.) 1/2

I
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published 1845.
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From the 1853 Butler Map of Staten Island.
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and stream are still shown to the east. The property is still called Aquehonga See
FIgure 9.

Figure 10 Is taken from the 1910 Borough of RIchmond Topographical Survey. This
map shows the southwestem part of the project area as a farm fIeld. The house and
bam ore to the east, the stream is shown along the eastern boundary, No structures
are shown, Elevations range from 195 feet in the southwest to 120 feet in the
northeast.

Figure " presents the 1997 survey of the project area by Rogers SUlveylng, No
structures exist wIthin the project area, Eleva1ionsappear to be roughly the same as
In 1910.

In summary. the hIstoric maps and attases do not show any structures within the
project area. DurIng the eIghteenth and early nlneteentn century the project orea
was forested. The eastern sIde of the project area ;sthe location of a stream.

The project area was owned by J.P, Kellett from at least 1853 until after 1859. During
1853 he operated the Richmond Seminary just to the east of 1he pro/ad area. By
1859 it became the Richmond Hili Hotel. By 1874 the project area was owned by
the J.P. Kellett estate, OwnershIp durIng 1887 was by the J,P. Ketettas estate. This
appellation may still refer to J.P, Kellett assuming the name was corrupted. The
owner of the project area during 1898 was Martin Keppler, Carl F, Grieshaber
owned the property by 1907. During 1917, ownershIp was by C,H. Aldrich.

Information was then sought on the various owners. J,P; Kellett was manager of the
Richmond Seminary for Young Ladies during the late 1g40s and', early 18505. The
school opened during Aprtl 1848. J.W. frazer served 'QS' prlncipol and secretary
(P,?wel11989:124). Nothing else was found on Kellett, anc;f nothIng on Katattas or
Keppfer. Carl F. Grieshaber was an architect workIng for the firm of Delano end
Aldrtch. They were responsIble for some of the buildIngs at 1he Staten Island Hosptfal
(Leng and DavIs 1930:805). Grieshaber evldent1y sold the property to one of hIs
employers: C,H, Aldrich.

The names of few assistants or assocIates ore known for the Delano and Aldrich firm,
but Cart F, Grieshaber, along with four oftler names. are known to have rIsen to the
rcnk of assocIate In the firm due to their position being nsted on the letterhead
(Wilson 1997:131).

Delano and Aldrich were in business from 1903 to 1940, when Aldrich died, Chester
Holmes Aldrich was born to a prominent Rhode Island family on June 4, 1871 In
Providence, He graduated from Columbia College in 1893 after S'fudying

9
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architecture. He worked first for the architectural firm of Carrere & Hastings from
1893 to 1895 and then 1900 to 1903. Between 1895 and 1900 Aldrich studied at
the Ecole des Beaux-Arts and received his dip/ome In 1900. He remained a
bachelor, taking active roles in soclal and clvlc affairs, and receiving an honorary
doctorate from Columbia In 1929. Aldrich become director of the Amertcan
Academy In l(ome and died there In 1940 (WIlson1997: 128).

Delano & AldrIch rapIdly grew In reputation, 8y 1910, "Delano & Aldrich was tne
quality counfrv-housa architectural firm in the United States,,,: (VVilson1997: 127),
designing homes as for as Santa Barbara, In an ortlcle from Time (June 2, 1930:28],
the homes were described as 'never spectccuor', but noted for their 'finesse', 'nlcety
In detail', 'discreet erudition' and cons1iMed an 'architectural aristocracy' [Mison
1997:127). The firm of Delano & AldrIch was l'the best of Its time" and xset the
standard for the period" (ibid,), The architecture of Delano & Aldrich was

"... a product of thefr location ond the time ond circumstances In which they
W19te designed and butlt, as wall es of their owners' de5lres. The Long Island
residences by Delano & Aldrich were desfgned for a particular style of life. ond
they contrIbuted to the fostering of that lite. Af the same time. these country
houses had another dimension: many crncs end architects of the perIod 'iCtI
them as particularly American and exemplars of the modem" (Ibid,}.

In fact, one of the malor characteristics of the fIrm's work-the way Its country
houses fIt Into the landscape and theIr relation to the garden-may be most
due to Aldrich. reflecflng his lifelong passion for and study of Italian villas and
th err gardens (ibid.: 13 I).

,

The clients requiring such finesse and erudltl~n' in their homes were the Astors, Kohns,
Undberghs, Pratts, Rockefellers, Vanderbifts and 'Nhitneys, Aldrich and Delano
receiVed these and other commIssions because fhey had good backQrounds, were
CUltivated and had proper education credennots (Wilson 1997: 129). They were part
of socletys eJlte culture. Delano & Aldrich built the studio at Roslyn for Gertrude
Payne Whitney (ibid,: 136-3 7J. with cost as no obJect. Their largest prfvate home was
Ohekafor otto Kahn'at Cold Spring Habor at 62,000 square feet, With 72 rooms and
25 baths. a degree of bombast quite distInct from the usual Delano & Aldrich
offering (lbld.: 138-140). The Burden estate at Syosset shines as theIr finest, winning
the 1920 Medal of Honor at the ArchItectural League Exhibition in New York
(lbld,:141-142), The Georgian house, Woodside. set In on Olmsted Brothers park
inspired Edward, Prince of Wales, when he stayed there In 1924 to write: "Compared
to the creature comforts Americans took for granted. the luxury to whIch I was
accustomed in Europe seemed a/most primitive' (ibid,: 135J.

10
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Delano & AldrIch also completed public bUildings; 1tle Warters Art GallsI\' In
Baltlmors, Pan American Airways stations In Miami, Midway, Wake and Guam
Is!ands. the Knfcl<erbockE?rclub, the Colony and the UnIon clubs in New Yorl<City,
buildings at Yale, Smith. lawrenceville and St. Bernard's. In 1935 the firm listed 243
Individual commissions, 111 or Which were country houses, Delano & AJdr1chkept
the firm small. around 67 employees in 1930, so they could control the projects
personally ['Mlsan ,1997: 129). The strength at the firm is noted by Wilson as he
abseNes that other firms failed during the Depression or had to change completely
to public/commercIal work, while Delano & Aldrtch continued to 1940, when A1drtch
dIed (ibId.: 127).

Despfte the association of the project area with 'the above list of owners, there is no
evIdence that anythIng was ever built Within the project area.

, ,

"

1 1
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The above text has documented that the Eger Herbor House project area may
preserve archaeotoglcal evIdence from the prehistoric period, The project area is
withIn two miles at nine prehistoric sites, Fresh water would hove been available
from the s1ream along the eastern side of the parcel. The stream would have
attracted game. making the higher ground to the west a possible location for a
hunting camp,

The section on historic sensitivity shows that the project area was largely forested unfil
the mId-nineteenth century, There is no evidence that any structures wele built on
the project area. Despite ownership by a number of locally and Intemotlonally
known persons in the nineteenth and twen1ieth centuries. it appears unUkelythat any
deposIts would exist here which relate to their ownership.

The southwestem portion of the project area is presently a graded lawn. Grovel
could be seen at the surtcce in places. SeNlce lines run across this hillside.
Although me topography Is similar to 1hat in 1910, there Is evIdence of disturbance
from the grading and landscaping. This alteration appears to date to the latter part
of the ivventleth century, dUring the present ownership by the Eger Health Care
Center. It lies to the north of their nursIng home constructed dUring 1969 (REDI.
Sanborn 1989:PI. 426). The northwestem portion Is presenfty wooded and appears to
be In a condition very like that shown in 1910. Much of the project orse In the
eastern pomon Is a paved driveway and parking lot. and is therefore already
disturbed. The northeastern portion isa wetland and ,wlHnot be impacted,

We recommend that archaeological testing be conducted on the forested portion
exceptIng where the slope Is twelve percent or greater, The purpose of 1t1etesting
will be to search for eVidence of prehistoric lJse of this land, We recommend a grld
pattem of shovel tests at 50 foot Intervals,

12
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Plate l' View of the southwestern portion or the project ,mea looking norfheo'st
showing graded lawn.
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Plate 2 View of me northwestern portion of the project oreo looking eo sf
showing rorest wnh park'ing lot behInd.
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