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Figure 1 Location of the Eger Harbor House project area shown on portions of

the U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute series Arthur Kill and The Narrows, New York
Quadrangle, 1947, photorevised 1981,
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FIELD METHODOLOGY

The purpose of this Stage 1B archaeological survey is to document the
presence or absence of potential prehistoric archaeological resources within

the Eger Harbor House project area in Staten Island, New York through the
use of physical testing techniques.

The Stage 1B testing of the project area took place on June 4, 1998, This
parcel was investigated by excavating shovel tests along the established grid
at fifty foot intervals or as close as possible to these locations. Testing was
limited to the proposed development plans. A total of 14 shovel tests were
planned. During Stage 1B testing of the project area, fourteen shovel tests
were excavated. Obstacles encountered were rocks and roots. Shovel tests

1,2,4, 5,9 10 and 11 were stopped by rocks and/or roots at 0.6 to 1.8 feet
below grade. See Figure 7 for shovel test locations.

The methodology cmployed for the shovel tests was straightforward.
Roughly square tests approximately 1.5 feet across were excavated until 0.5
feet of the subsoil was explored, or until the test was impeded by obstacles.
All soils from the shovel tests were screened through Y-inch mesh for the
recovery of artifacts. Soils were excavated and recorded by natural
stratigraphic deposits. For all of the shovel tests, the strata erncountered
were measured, described, and recorded in terms of texture, inclusions and
Munsell colors. See Appendix 1 for the original survey record forms. '

AY B4 '92 15:93
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STRATIGRAPHIC SUMMARY

The typical profile of the fourteen completed shovel tests at the Eger Harbor
House project area had three layers: topsoil composed of humus, sitt, sandy
silt, loam or sod; followed with an A horizon of silt, silty loam, or sandy silt,
and a third layer or B horizon of silty sand, slightly sandy silt or silt. The

averburden in layer one was humus. The overburden or fill in layer two was
sandy silt.

Table 2
Shovel Test Profile
{ Layer # Description # | %
1) Topsoil loam 1 11.1%
(N=9) sod 1| 11.1%
excludes sandy silt 1 11.1%
overburden silt 3 33.3%
humus 3 33.3%
|
Layer 2 Sandy silt 2 22.2%
A horizen Silt 3 33.3%
(N=9), excludes ‘ Silty loam 3|  33.3%
fill/ overburden
| — i 1
Layer 3 Silt 1 12.5%
B horizon Slightly sandy silt 2 235.0%
(N=8), includes Silty sand S 62.5%

B horizon from
Layer 2 of ST 13 J

Shovel Tests 1 and 10 were stopped by roots. Shovel Tests 4,5 and 11 were
Stopped by rocks. Shovel Tests 2 and 9 were stopped by a combination of
roots and rock. Shovel Test 8 had roots throughout the test. Shovel Test 9
was at the edge of a man-made knoll and Shove] Test 14 was i
man-made knoll. Shove] Test 7 was conducted in a two-track. The vicinity
of Shovel Test 2 had a large amount of modern garbage.

AY B4 '99 i5:p4g 718 667 6958 PAGE. B7
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Table 3
Description of Soil Layers
Dencription l Mungell Color
Loam LOYR2/2 |Very dark brown
Sad 10YR4/3 | Dark brown
Sandy silr 10YR4/4 | Dark brown
Humusg 10YR2/2 | Very doark brown
Silt 10YR3/3 |Dark brown
10¥R2/2 | Very darle brown,
Sandy gilt l0¥YR4/3 | Dark brown 2 25.0%
Silt 10YR4/3 | Dark brown 1 12.5%
10YR4/4 | Dark yellowish brows 1 12.5%
10YR3/3 | Dark broun 1 12.5%
Silty loam 10YR2/2 | Very dark browm 3 37,5%
Sile LOYR4/6 | Dark yellowish brown 1 12.5%
Slightly sandy sitr 10YR4/6 | Dark yellowish broun 2 25.0%
Silty sand 10YR4/6 | Dark yellowish brown 3 37.5%
L 10¥Rs/8 | vetiowish brown 2] __2s0%

The thickness of the first layer ranged to 0.9 feet in depth with an average of
0.314 feet thickness. In shovel tests 2,6,7,8,9, 11, 12, 13 and 14, the first
layer was the topsoil. In shovel tests 1, 3, and 4 it was described as
overburden, In shovel test 10, the first layer was the B horizon, or subsail.
The depth of the second layer ranged from 0.1 to 1.4 feet with an average of

tests except for tests 3,9, 10, 13 and 14, Layer 2 of shove] test 3 was
described as overburden, Layer 2 in shovel tests 9 and 10 was described as
A/fill. The second layer in shovel test 13 wag the B horizon. In test 14, the
second layer was labeled B/fill. The depth of the third layer ran from 0.4
feet to 1.8 feet with an average thickness of 0.457 feet. A third layer was
present in seven shovel tests, 1,2,5,6,7, 8, and 9 as the B horizon

Y 84 '93 15:95 718 B&? 5358 PRGE. 28



ARTIFACT PROCESSING AND ANALYSIS

Modern garbage inundated the area of Shovel Test 3. Shove! Test 14 had a

No prehistoric remains were encountered.

MAY B4 '93 15:pss 718 667 6958 PRGE. B9



RESULTS

No prehistoric artifacts or

features were discovered in any of the fourteen
shove] tests completed with

in the Eger Harbor House project area,

The only historic period artifact returned to the laborato
fragment of modern container glass.

recently landscaped, and does not repre

Iy was a very small
This is to be expected on a slope
sent an archaeological site.

IMQY 84 '93 15:pS5 718 &7 69I5P PAGE. 18
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This final report documents the procedures and results of the Stage IB
testing of the Eger Harbor House project, Staten Island, New York. Based on
this objective ground testing, it can now be concluded that no potentially
significant prehistoric or historic resources were present within the
boundaries of the project area. We can now confidently state that additiona]
testing is not necessary and no further work is recommended.

718 687 £558 PAGE. 11
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