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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this archaeological survey is to document the presence or
absence of prehistoric and/or historic archaeological resources within the
Eger Harbor House project area in south-central Staten Island throUgh the
use of physical testing techniques.

The project area is located in south-central Staten Island, New York, in the
vicinity of the village of Richmond. The property consists of an irregularly
shaped parcel located along the east side of Meisner Avenue. It is within Tax
Block 2250 and consists of Lot 3. See Figure 1 for a map illustrating the
location of the project area.

The Stage lA archaeological/historical sensitivity evaluation report on this
development concluded that this parcel could preserve evidence from the
prehistoric period. Nine prehistoric sites are known within two miles of this
location. The project area inclUdes eLevated land overlooking a stream,
making this a possible location for a hunting camp (Greenhouse Consultants
1995:12). An archaeological survey consisting of sho'lrel tests on a 50 foot
grid pattern, augmented by additional tests should a potential site be
discovered, was recommended for all parts of the project area not seriouslydisturbed.

,

~AY 04 '99 15:01
718 667 6950 P!=IGE.03



I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

SCALE 1:24000
e3;=F.;.~!:;:S:: ====!::i=:E;!!~=:e=~::::i;a ====================::=:::;;;;;;;;:;;;;;;;;:;;;;;;;;:;;;;;;;;:;;;;;;;;:;;;;;;;;;;31 "l1L.f

IlXiCI 0 10CI0 1000 !OCC ~OOO 5000 60IXl 'aoo rEETt::JL:I:IE3:I SA ~ ...... &*--.--s =::J

be3:::::Ib3=t:::::J;;..........;;;;i:5:::::::1:' ;:;:~t:, :::::l'IEl:::i°========;:;;;;;~==:;;;;;;:::;;;;;;==3' MI.Cl'ltT.ER

Figure 1
Locotion of the F.gerHarbor House project area shown on portions of
the U.S,G.S. 7,5 minute series Arthur Kill and The Narrows, New York
Quadrangle. 1967, photorevised 1981.
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FIELD METHODOLOGY

The purpose of this Stage 1B archaeological survey is to document the
presence or absence of potential prehistoric archaeological resources within
the Eger Harbor House project area in Staten Island. New York through the
use of physical testing techniques.

The Stage IE testing of the project area took place on June 4, 1998. This
parcel was investigated by excavating shovel tests along the established grid
at fifty foot intervals Or a.s close as possible to these locations. Testing was
limited to the proposed development plans. A total of 14 shovel tests were
planned. DUring Stage IB testing of the project area. fourteen shovel tests
were excavated. Obstacles encountered were rocks and roots. Shovel tests
1. 2, 4, 5, 9, 10 and 11 were stopped by rocks and/or roots at 0.6 to 1.8 feet
below grade. See Figure 7 for shovel test locations.

The methodology employed for the shovel tests was straightforward.
Roughly square tests approximately 1.5 feet across 'Wereexcavated until 0.5
feet of the subsoil was explored. or until the test was impeded by obstacles.
All soils from the shovel tests were screened through y..~inch mesh for the
recovery of artifacts. Soils were excavated and recorded by natural
stratigraphic deposits. For all of the shovel tests. the strata encountered
were measured. described, and recorded in terms of texture) inclusions and
Munsell colors. See Appendix 1 for the original survey record forms. .

2

ItAY 04 '99 1S:03
718 667 6950 PAGE.as



_.- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - -[........ ""',.......~. Meisner Avenue

...
(JI

lSI
A

-f",
"-"_'_',,,',,",,"'''+'' "XD,., ' R k" • n ."' " ex ,.. :" x .. _. __.xv " .. " .

_"'" -~ n~ .n:C""lXlPhnFh»n"'" _4U..\ ;........ XJl7ll'O.Lh •• u "uh;;.• lOA·; .. /;::I':.t~:'~;:i':~;~:::;:""
t

- ~·~·~-.T..;;&i:'''V:,>.. ~. ~ '''~ .:
:.. -e

•_on

E

c F
25 ' •• ' I) ICA~£ 50

\
/:\ , \""V\ '\..tM; \ f

Location f h ..--.;:. •
sa save! tC8tS withi th .. n e prOject area.



I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

STRA TIGRAPHIc SUMMARY

The typical profile of the fourteen completed shovel tests at the Eger Harbor
House project area had three layers; topsoil composed of humus, silt, sandy
silt, loam or sod; folIowed with an A horizon of silt, silty Ioarn, or sandy silt.
and a third layer Or B horizon of silty sand, slightly sandy silt or silt. The
overburden in layer one was humus. The overburden or fill in layer two wassandy silt.

Table 2
Shovel Test Profile

Layer :# Description
# %1) Topsoil loam
1 11.1%(N=9) sod
1 11.1%excludes sandy silt
1 11.1%overburden silt
3 33.3%humus
3 33.3%Layer 2 Sandy silt
2 22.2%A horizon Silt
3 33.3%(N==9L eXcludes Silty loam
3 33.3%fill/ overburden

Layer 3 Silt
1 12.5%B horizon Slightly sandy silt
2 25.0%(N=8) I includes Silty sand
5 62.5%B horieori from

Layer 2 of ST 13

Shovel Tests 1 and 10 were stopped by roots. Shovel Tests 4, 5 and 11 were
stoppeci by rocks. Shovel Tests 2 and 9 were stopped by a combination of
roots and rock. Shovel Test 8 had roots throughout the test. Shovel Test 9
was at the edge of a man-made knell and Shovel Test 14 was in a grassy
man-made knoll. Shovel Test 7 was condUcted in a two-track. The vicinity
of Shovel Test 3 had a large amount of modern garbage.

3
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Table 3
Description of Soil Layers

l)escr!ptlon MLlnseU ColoI'
f .....1.0am lOYR2/2 Very dark brown 1 11.1%Sod lOYR4/3 Park brown
1 11,1%Sandy silt lOYR4/4 Dark brown 1 11.J%Humus lOY.R2/2 Very clDrr, brown 3 33,3%Silt 10VR3/J Dark: brown
1 11.1%lOYR2/:2 Vel"Y dark brawn 2 22.2%

Sandy silt lCYR4-/3 Dark broWXl 2 25.0%Silt IOYR4/3 Dark brown 1 12.5%lOYR4/4 Dark yelloM$h brown 1 J2.:W..lOYR3/3 Dark brawn
1 12.5%SlttY loam IOYR2/2 Vcrv dark brown J 37,5%

Silt lOYR4f6 Dark yellowish brown 1 12.5%Slightly sandy s.i.lt lOYR4/6 Dark yellowi9h brown 2 25.0%Silty Sl1lld lOYR4/6 Dark yellowish brown 3 37.5%lOYRs/6 Yellowish brown 2 25.0%

The thickness of the first layer ranged to 0.9 feet in depth with an average of
0.314 feet thickness. In shovel tests 2, 6, 7, '8, 9. II, 12, 13 and 14, the first
layer was the topsoil. In shovel tests 1, 3, and 4 it was described as
overburden. In shovel test 10.' the first layer was the B horizon, or SUbsoil.
The depth of the second layer ranged from 0.1 to 1.4 feet with an average of
0,493 feet in thickness. The second layer: was the A horizon in most shovel
tests except for tests 3, 9, 10, 13 and 14. Layer:2 of shovel test 3 was
described as overburden, Layer 2 in shovel tests 9 and 10 was described as
A/fill. The second layer in shovel test 13 was the B horizon. In test 14, the
second layer was labeled B/fiH. The depth of the third layer ran from 0.4
feet to 1.8 feet with an average thickness of 0.457 feet. A third layer was
present in seven shovel tests. 1, 2, 51 6, 7, 8, and 9 as the B horizon

4
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ARTIFACT PROCESSING AND ANALYSIS

Modem garbage inundated the area of Shovel Test 3. Shovel Test 14 had a
microscopic piece of clear container glass in its second layer. Since this
shovel test was placed on a slope that was graded and landscaped within the
last 25 years, it is considered modem garbage.

No prehistoric remains were encountered.

5
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RESULTS

No prehistoric artifacts OJ:" features were discovered in any of the fourteen
shovel tests completed within the Eger Harbor House project area.

The only historic period artifact returned to the laboratory was a very small
fragment of modern container glass. This is to be expected on a slope
recen tly landscaped, and does not represent an archaeological site.

8
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This final report documents the procedures and results of the Stage 18
testing of the Eger Harbor House project, Staten Island, New York. Based on
this objective ground testing, it can now he concluded that no potentially
significant prehistoric or historic resources were present within the
boundaries of the project area. We can now confidently state that additional
testing is not necessary and no further work is recommended.

7
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'1104 · 99 15: 06
718 667 69510



I
I
I
I
I
I
I APPENOD<' 1

CON'TeXT NUMBEFlING AlII0 PROVENIENce lAeE'UNG

I
A liell:lmcOrlting syatam w,",lcll encQmpllE:Sbt: e \IlIriaty of canditions and situ!l~ClI'lS Is optimal fclr Bnv en::t1seolagiearprojeCl:, Among then
Iliwati'onli ars Cl'laslze of tha project, ttle numbsr af difforant "ellt ~echniqves ond tha number 01 l!XpSe;tad artiraccs, TIle /iald rBOOrc1ing
G'tSt&mused wall l1evclopad by Grsanhouso Consultants undw!I$ bLisod On modlfice!lorls of attler eccepeea SystBms.

I
All ctlncstt.g 8/'8 numbllf"lll1 in U!a field and thSBS numbers I!l'1IsppUad co till! ertUllcCIl. The formet for numbarTI19 is XX-9SSS.sS wIl.re X
is aJphllnUt'l'leric and 9 is numeric:. 'The alphllnumsril: characters to thc II:~ of the h)'phon ara the pMI/i£ The t\w digitli co t:/le rigt'" 01 the
dscimel Pl:line arc used only when ic Is ne<:allsety tel rcrl:r" l:a Illr13ta INitl1ln tl CCln~llxt. T/'Ie four" digiti; blleween the pralb: snd deCImalsubdlvlsion maybecalllldthe aSI;f1l:Cde.

I The pre(iA is II two om,rllct&r de,;;gnB:ion af tho prc:jecc parceL Thll frIur digi~numeric belle coda CoIl'" b, divided inco two pan'S; the fiMl~
digit baing eeglll"Eltc fr-am t.I1elese ell, 'ell. The first numoric digit indiceees Chetypa of fiald l:echniCluB ussd. The ~es 1lP'aall foll~:

10c0:
2CXlJ;
3cm
4000:
scx:n
6000:
7CX:O
SOlD:
SCX::X:>:

unprovsniel1ced surflloa coUllecion
prcllanlsnCEll:1surface collection
Bl10vel tGstlng
tre'nchin9
el(c~l\Iation unica
faBtlJre ellCavation
tlerings

I
I

transects

I The thr&ll digits faJlowing the L.l!ohniquil Coda Ira uniqLlll fill' eech IClcatia" end em assignsd eaquencieffy. Oedmer SUbdivisions msv bll
usad lor techniques l.hn3S chroual1 sill III indicate specific strata. For elUlrTlpJI3.01-3001 ,De refan: r.o Area T rOi), SrlC1\rBt te&'e13), nUll'Ibllr"1 lC01 ,. !I~t#1a llaconCl Ja)'Cr I.U~J,

I
I
I
I
I
lIFy 04 '99 15:06
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