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I • INTRODUCTION

The following report is of the Stage IB Cultural
Resources Survey of the Proposed Intercepting Sewer in the
Proposed Tennyson Drive in Oakwood Beach, Borough of staten
Island, New York performed by Historic Conservation and
Interpretation, Inc. of Ne~on, New Jersey (hereafter also ~
-BCI-) for the firm of paterno , Sons, Inc. of New York City
in the fall of 1984. Included herein are a description of
the work performed and an evaluation of the potential of the
study area to contain.significant cultural resources.
(·Significance- is evaluated by the criteria of significance
for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places.)

The 1978 stage IA (documentary) cultural resources
survey for the proposed Oakwood Beach water Pollution
Control project (WPCP) evaluated the area along the proposed
extension of Tennyson Drive between existing Robinson street

-:-and the proposed Point street as having a potential for
containing cultural resources of a prehistoric nature
(WAPORA 1978). Test borings made for engineering purposes
had revealed a buried stratum of organic muck and clay,
which was considered to be possibly indicative of a midden
or another deposit made by past cultures. The potential
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importance of the original pre-marsh surfaces below this
organic deposit was also mentioned in the 1978 report. The
project area, then, was defined as the proposed sewer's
right-of-way between the west side of extant Robinson street
and the eastern edge of the proposed Point street (see
Figures 1 and 2).



-3-

project
area

FIGURE 1. Portion of U.S.G.S. map on which approximate
location of the project area has been indicated (dashed
line between arrows; Arthur Kill N.Y.-N.J. SW/4 Staten
Island 151 Quadrangle, 1955; 1:24,000') •.-
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FIGURE 2. Saur~e: Ada?ted from Plan and profile, WP-136 Oa~wood Beach WP.CP
Contraot No.~ '~8t Branch rnt~r~e~ting Sewer, Borough of Staten I81an~.
June 198~. prepared by NYC Dept. of Environmental Protection. City Bureau
of Sewers, Division Df Sewer Design, Design and R~view Section •
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•
II. INFIELD INVESTIGATIONS

On October 16, 1984, HCI's 4-person field crew,
directed by primary Investigator Edward S. Rutsch, began the
Stage IB work at the request of Mr. Vincent saggese of
Paterno & Sons, Inc., the firm which was constructing the
sewer. At this time, construction had progressed from north
to south to the vicinity of Glover street, just north and
outside of the study area (see Figures 3 and 4). In the
field, the archeologists were joined by Mr. Fred Forte of
the New York City Department of Environmental Protection
(NYCDEP), Sewer Construction Bureau, who kindly supplied
them with a set of the engineer's plans and profiles for the
proposed sewer construction. The sensitive area,
approximately 500 feet along the sewer's right-of-way, was
plainly marked on these project maps (sheet 3 of which was
the basis for Figure 2 in this report).

The testing program employed a 190 Dynahoe backhoe,
supplied and operated by the contractor, which proceeded to
make tests under the direction of the archeologists in the
following manner. Tests were made starting at the southern
end of the sensitive zone at 100-foot intervalS (see Figures• -~



I I

•

-,

FxaURE 3. Vi~w $out;hwarq e\~_ the s t.udy area. (:E;d Rutsch,
ph.o'\;ographer, Oc:t~eer 19~HJ. The ar cheo Loqj s t s a re v.i.sible
in t.he baC;)(\jI."Cl1J.no.(cent.ee , left) ob s er v i.nq the Q.~~khoe
excavation of t~it 1 (5 ee f i<;u:re 2 ~o:f. map Looa tion) •
New Yo~)c J1ay ie visible a t, the left in the backg:round.
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FIGURE 4. View westward in the proj~ct area at the vicinity
of the relict estuary, near proposed Point Street (Ed Rutsch,
photographer, October 1984) ..
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2 and 5). A total of fiye tests, each 3 feet wide and 15
feet long, were excavated with the following results.

Test I was made at the test area's highest elevation--
i.e., 6 feet above sea level. The test was placed in an
area from which a house had ~recently been razed (see Figures
2 and 5). Here was encountered the dark mucky layer which
had been the main cause for concern (see Figure 6). It was
1 foot thick and lay 3 and 4 feet below grade. It consisted
of a dark dry clay mixed with some sand. Few traces of
organic material were found in the test I sample. Below
this stratum was found culturally sterile subsoil.

Tests 2 through 5 were made in sites having lower
elevations--i.e., approximately 3 and 2 feet above mean high
water level. Test 2 was made in the grassy area east of a
dwelling (see Figure 2). Here the dark layer in question
consisted of mottled gray and brown clay in which traces of
organic material were more common. These were in the form
of Rmeadow mat,· the residue of salt marsh plants which grew
over a long time period (see Figure 5). The layer below the
dark organic stratum consisted of culturally sterile sand
and gravel.

Tests 3 through 5 were made at sites having elevations of
2· feet above sea level. All had upper surfaces which had
recently been filled with red sand and leveled. This fill
material covering the former ground's surface contained
twentieth-century building debris and sand. The dark
organic stratum, approximately 4 feet thick, was located

•
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FIGURE S. Test excavations measured 3 X IS feet and
were located approxiMately 100 feet apart. For spe-
cific test locations, see Figure 2.
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FIGURE 6. Excavated material
stratum under investigation.
photographer, 1984.)

from the dark organic
(Edward S. Rutsch,
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from 6 to 7 feet below the surface. In'tests 3, 4, and 5 it
contained considerable amounts of organic material in wetter
clay, ranging in color from dark to dull red. Under the
organic muck layer in every test but 4 was found a layer of
sand and gravel. In test 4,~a homogeneous gray clay
occurred below the muck layer. In every case, the layers
beneath the dark organic muck were, culturally sterile.

In each of the 5 tests, the field crew followed the
same general procedures. The backhoe work was guided by
either the primary investigator or a crew chief, while two
archeologists processed the excavated material searching' for
artifacts. Once the dark organic stratum of interest was
reached, the backhoe operator was directed to place his
sample of this material on a separate pile where muck and
clay was broken up and sorted for artifacts (see Figure 6).
The next stratum was also kept separate and examined for
cultural material.

In no test were any artifacts ~r cultural material
found below the recent fill deposits. Artifacts consisting
of building debris were found in the upper fill strata, but
these finds were random and the material was fairly modern
and culturally insignificant.

e-,



III. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The dark stratum located in t~e stage IA survey and
evaluated to be potentially culturally significant was
located in the present Stage IB survey and archeologically
sampled. Devoid of artifacts, it does not represent
cultural activity but, as the WAPORA report suggested, is
most likely the result of deposits made in a relict estuary
which has been filled in fairly recently. Strata below this
old marsh were CUlturally sterile--i.e., no artifacts were
observed. Inasmuch as no cultural "resources were present in
the test excavations, the study area is hereby evaluated as
an insignificant site for cultural resources. Therefore,
inasmuch as the proposed construction will not impact
(negatively or otherwise) any significant cultural
resources, no further CUltural resource survey work is
necessary and the proposed sewer construction can proceed as
planned./
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