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432 LAFAYEI'TE STREET BUILDING ( c. p.:-trt of La Grange Terrace, Borough of Manhnttan. 
Begun 1832, completed 1833, architect: attributed to Alexander Jackson Davis. 

Landmark Site : Borough of Manhnttan Tax Map Block 545, Lot 38 

On September 21, 1965, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public 
hearing on the proposed designation of the 432 Laf ayette Street Building as a 
Landmark and the proposed designation of the relat ed Landmark Site. (Calendar 
No. 12). The hearing has been duly advertised in accordance with the provis­
ions of l aw. More than 10 witnesses, including the representative of the 
owner of t his building, spoke in f avor of designation of it and the other 
buildings of La Gr ange Ter~ac e . Ther e wer e no speakers in opposition to desig­
nntion. 

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS 

This building is one of a group of four remaining town houses which are 
unified in appearance by a beautifully executed two-story Corinthian colonnade. 
This building and the group ar e ~me of the treasures of our nrc hi tectural 
heritnge and r>. r e a superb example of ci vic--mi nded pl anni lY: . 

Talbot H~mlin, the architecturnl historian, described the buildings as 
"New York 1 s m:Jst extr <1va gnnt as well as most original attempt to build 
li gnified, gr ac ious and el egant hous es f or wealthy t enants, and it achieved 
instantaneous f ame ." This ide2. :_:;f unifying many town houses behi nd one great 
f acade was a bold architectural concept , <md pl anning of this type might 
well have s et a pre: cedcmt f or tho be.:tutificat i on af our City h -.d it been 
more widely f allowed. 

The buildings ar e rich in historic .cl as sociations. The vtifo of Presidont 
Tyler lived ther e bef ar c their marriage ; President Franklin Rosscvelt's 

grandf::1.ther was another r o·"ident. J ohn Jacob Ast or, Jr. and Ed-win D. Hor ge.n, 
a Governor of Now York, alsa lived t her e . 

At the public hearing, the repres enk.tive of the Borough President 1 s 
Community Plc-mni n::; Boa rd No. 2 said thnt the buildings wor e . 11n nogl oct0d 

treasure almost lost ••••• that an appr ocintive City can well cherish, however 
tardily •11 Tho r epresentAtive of the Washingt on Squ.1.r o l;,ss:::>cio.tion ovQ.luo.ted 
the buildings as 11 a unique piece of r esidential architecture char acteristic 
of the early 19th Century. It should be preserved at nll costs ns the l nst 
remaining example of well-planned group dwellings in this styl e ." 

FINDINGS !U'JD DES I GNAT IONS 

On the basis of a car eful considor ::'.tion of the history, the architecture 
and other f eatures of this building, the Landmarks Preservation Commission 
finds that the 432 Laf nyette Street Building has a special character, spucial 
historical and aesthetic inte r est nnd value as part of the development, herit­
age and cultur.'l l ch::tr ncteris t ics of New York City. 

The Commission further finds " th~t, among its important qualities, the 
432 Laf ayette Street Building is an essenticl pnrt of a preeminent example of 
Classic Revival r esidential plnnning and that this building and the row of 
houses, of which it is a part, are a beautifully executed architectural 
composition. 

Accordingly, pursuant to the prov1s1ons of Chapter 8-A of tho Chnrter 
af tho City of New York and Chapter 8-A of the Administr.'ltive Code of tho City 
of New York, tho Landmarks Preservation Commission designates as a Landmark 
the 432 Laf ayette Street Building (a p2.rt of Ln Gr;mge Terrace ), Borough of 
Manhattr.n, and dco~~a Ta.Jt Map Bl.c...;k 545, Lot 38, Boroue;h :.J.f M.:mn<..t LLan, as 
it.A Landr!k!r'k- .Site. 


