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E. v-. HAUGHWOUT BU!LDlNG, 488-492 Broadway' Borougll ot 1-ia.nMttan. 18$7 I 
architect J. P. Gaynor with iron components by James Bog~rdus . 

Landmark Sitei Borough of Nanhattan Tax Map Bleck 483, Lot l. 

On S0ptember 21, ~965; the Landmarks Pr8sorvation Commission held a public 
hearing on the proposed dosirpation as ~Landmark of the t. V. Haughwout 
Building and the proposed d;:sic;(la.tion of tho related Land.mrk Sit(.;. (Calendar 
No 17) T"' ·· r - ·~ rin r. 1 - -1·~ ., -·hl·-• '"'d.V -~tis...,d ip '"' cc .· ,.d; ·nc"' .,_,...; t ·,.., th:·! p:r :vi..si"'nS 
of. l [:t>r. • S~x ~;i t;h_;;; ,_,;; :3 l·· .. k._;·· .;_~ . i~.v~r ;f. desi~~tion:- ?'l~e;0 ;e~9 no speake;~ 
in opposition to d~;;;signation. 

DESCRIPI' ION AND ..'I.NALYSIS 

This attractive five-story building, located on a corner s~te, has two c~st­
iron fronts designed in the Anglo-Itali:>.hate m-::nner, with o.rched wjndows set 
betwsen columns. The windows are reminiscent of three of S:msovino' s great 
libr'iry on thc::; Piazetta in Venice. The Haughwout Building was originally 
designed for the display of cut-glass, sil vorwrtrc, clocks and chandeliers, in a 
store which v-rc1s the forum.o!J t of its kind :Ln the mid-19th century. This was the 
,first store in New York to havr; a p.'lsseng<:;r elevator rlcsign0d expressly for the 
use of customers. 

The building is important b cC'\USv it is one ot: the la:c·gest and handsomest 
o1· NE:w York's c:1st-iron buildi.ne;s. 'l'ho United States led in the production of 
the castings ;.1hich made possi'ol·J these grGat prc-fc·.bricr:J.t c:d structures. Cast­
iron buildings exol~ted a major influ0nct;: on the cbvclopment of' skyscr.-:!.p~:;;rs, ~md 
the Haughwo~t Building stan.ds 2.s a l eading ex:.mple of this rem:1rke.blc technical 
irmovntion. 

At tho public hearing.:; tho Borough President 1 s Planning Bo::n·q No. : 
supported the dcsign:1tion, and the ruprcsentative of the Planning Board's 
La.'1dmark Committee said, 11Even more important than its aesthetic value is its 
't.istoric architectural valu8.. .. In this one building are combined the two 
elem~nts that provided the basis for today:s skyscrapar - th.~ load-bearing 
lnetal frame :md the ve:rtiertl movement of passengers. 11 (the elevator). 

The National Secretary of the Society of Architectural Historians said, 
ar11 ~. s not generally known to the public Hhat a mn€;,1lificent architectural 
herit :'..ge the commercial cast-iron p~lac--.; s of downtO'tm New York rec.lly n.re . This 
is a very specific New ~ork thing, not equalled anywhere else, ant;;.:dating the 
rise of the steel-frame sl<:yscraper, a group of buildings of the greatest social, 
t echnical and aesthetic significance. The Haughwout Building is the best of 
these cnst-iron p<llace.s, :md ind.c:ed one of the most interesting and import.,mt 
buildings in the whole City. 11 

FINDINGS LND DESIGNATIONS 

On the bnsis of a ca":'eful consideration of the history, the nrchitocture 
and other f~~tures of this buildi ng, the 1 -uldmarks Prcuerv~tion Co~mission finds 
that the E. V. Haughwout- Building has ':~ sp"'cial chr:~.r~cter, spccio.l historical 
and aesthetic interest end value as part of th0 dr;,;velapm;,;;nt, heritage and cul-
tural characteristics of New York City . · 

The Comrnissi::)l~ further finds ·(jnat, among its :Unporta..11t qualities, the E. V, 
Haughwout Bui lding is an outstanding exsmple of the commercial, cast-iron 
architecture of lL M York City of the 18501 s and that it combines, with its 
aesthetic excellence, the distinction of b8ing one of the b0st of those cast­
iro!l build:ings which m.':l.de the United St2.t t;:s the l eader in thGir development. 

l•ccordingly, pur~m.:mt to the provisions of Chapt~r 8-A of the Chart-er of 
thG City o.f N3w York m:d Chnpter 8-A of the Admjnistrativ0 Code of the City of 
New York, the Landrnr'lrk$ Pr \3servation Commission designates ~8 a Landmark the 
E. V. H~ughwout Build:L'1g, 4 88 .. 492 Broa dway, Borough of Hanhat tun o.nd designat es 
Tax 1-b.p Block 483, Lot l., Borough o.f Manhattan, as its k.ndmark Site. 


