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ST. PE.'l'ER1S CHURCH, 22 Barclay Stre~t, Borough ot !W'lhatto.n. Begun 1836, com­
pleted 1840, architects John R. Haggerty and Thomas Thomas. 

Landmark Sites Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 88, wt 11. 

On October 19, 1965, tho Landnk~rks Preservation Oommission held a public 
hearing on the proposed designation as a Lancimtlrk of st. Peter's Church and the 
proposed desigmtion of the r elated L!lndmark Site. (Calendar K:>. 50). The 
hearing had been duly advertised in accordnneo with the provisions of law. One 
witness spoke in favor of designation. There \-tare no speakers in opposition to 
tesignation. 

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS 

St. Peter's Church is an ir~ressive granite building with a tine six­
columned portico and a low-angled gable (pediment) • The extreme simplicity of 
the smooth masonry walls lends an air of great dignity to this building. This 
church is notable historically as having been built on the site of the first 
Roman Catholic church in £Jew York City. Th<:: first church on this site was built 
in 1786 and was razed in 1836 to make way for the present St. Peter's. 

As an early Catholic church, the prosE1nt building closely follows the tra­
dition of Clas3ic oonumentallty of so many of its predecessors in Rome. It em­
ployed the Greek Revival Style of archi tect.ure, popular in the United States at 
that time. St. Peter's Church has an extremely hand.st>me row of Ionic columns 
and is one of the fine at temple-form churches in the City. 

FINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS 

On the basis of a careful consider.c.tion of the history, the architecture 
and other features of this building, the Landmarks Presorv.ltion Commission finds 
that St. Peter's Church has a sp~cial eharac~r, special historical and 
aesthetic interest and vnlu~ as ~.rt of th~ development, heritage and cultural 
characteristics of New York City. 

'l'he CDmmission further finds that, amng its important quAlities, St. 
Peter's Church is an outstanding example of Greuk Revival architecture executed 
in !ina materials and t-lith an il!q:lressive portico, that it is a temple-form 
building of excallent proportions and that it is one of the oldest Catholic 
churches in the City and i s the oldest site of catholic worship here. 

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 8-A of the Charter of 
the City of New York and Chapter 8-A of the Administrative Code of the City of 
New York, the Landmarks Preservation Commission designates as a Landmark St. 
P~terts Church,. 22 Barolay Street, Borough of Manhattu.n and desigmtes Tax Map 
Block sa, Lot 11, Borough of Manhattan, as its Landmark Site . 


