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BROOKLYN lf.JllGHTS HISTOillC DISTIUCT, Borough of Brooklyn. 

The prop~ bounded by Atlantic Avenue, the Brooklyn-Queens Connecting Highway, 
Pulton Street, Henry Street, Clark Street, Monroe Place to the northern property ­
line of 10 Monroe Place, the northern property line of 10 l·1onroe Place, the rear 
lot lines of 10 Honroe Place through 48 Honroe Place-, the northern property lines 
of 1.25 and _l27-l29 Pierrepont >Street, Clinton Street, the northern property line 
of 152-156 Remsen Street, the eastern property lines of 156 Remsen Street and 99 
-Clinton Street 1 the southern property line of 99 Clinton Street, Clinton Street, 
Joralemon Street to eastern property line of 170 Joralemon Street, the eastern 
property lines of 170 Joralemon Street and 57 Livingston Street, Livingston Street 
to the eastern property line of 66 Livingston Street, the eastern property line of 
66 Livingston Street and a portion of the eastern property lines of 64 Livingston 
Street and 35 Schermerhorn Street, the rear lot lines of 37, 39 and 41 Schermerhorn 
Street, the eastern property line of 41 Schermerhorn Street-, Schermerhorn Street 
to the eastern property line of 42 Schermerhorn Street, the eastern property line 
and the rear lot line of 42 Schermerhorn Street and a portion of the eastern 
property line of 40 Schermerhorn Street, the eastern property line of 171 State 
Street, State Street to the eastern property line of 192 State Street, the eastern 
property line of 192 State Street, a portion of the rear lot line of 201 Atlantic 
Avenue and the eastern property line of 201 Atlantic Avenue . 

On t\bvember 17, 1965, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public 
hearing on the proposed designation of the Brooklyn Heights Historic District -
(Calendar No. 9). The hearing had been duly advertised in accordance with the 

.provisions of law. More than 40 witnesses spoke in favor of designation. There 
were no speakers in opposition to the creation of the Brooklyn Heights Historic . · 
District. The repres-entatives of \'Jatchtouer Bible ~nd · ;v 

'': :::- :--ct Society of Nm-r York nsked that their prop-erti.es-be---excl.udecL..~ 
Historic District. 

Support from the Brooklyn Height-s community for designation has been rema~k­
ably st.rong. Scores of property mmers on the Heights have recently re-affirmed•· 

· to the Commission their support of the establishment of an Historic District. : 
Many signed petitions nnd letters were pra~ed as evidence at the public hearing 
by- H.e.i.ghts properly .owners~- ~ents and their representatives. 

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS 

' 
Ph,ysically the Brooklyn Heiehts area is an elevated plateau, bounded on the 

west by the East River and on the north by Fulton Street. The development of the 
Heights as a residential district really began in the early 19th century vrhen the 
ferry boats first beerume-~team-propelled. Due to its great desirability, the 
Heights itself has always remained a residential area 11>1ith business interests 
grouped about Fulton and Nontague Streets. As a result, the Heights is an are~ of 
lo>'>~ buildings lvith only about eight percent of the buildings non-conforming in ; 
this respect. 

The traditional boundaries of Brook~ Heights have been on the west, the 
bluff facing the East River; on the south, the wide and heavily-travelled Atlantic 
Avenue and on the east and north, Court Street and Fulton Street. Brooklyn Heights 
was saved by the East River from the redevelopment that occurred in similar areas 
in dol'mto\m Hanhattan, and it was left undisturbed while Brooklyn expanded south­
ward. Today, block after block looks much as it did at the start of the Civil 
v/ar with many excellent buildings, some of which >'Tere designed by outstanding 
architects such as Richard Upjohn and Ninard Lafever. 

The stately brick and brmmstone houses on their tree-lined streets l-rith 
stone sidetialks, represent most of the principal architectural styles of the 19th 
century. As seen today, interspersed by their statel y churches, the houses repre­
sent almost unchanged the community as originally built. 

Recent Developments 

Over the past ten years Brooklyn Heights has experienced a remarkable 
renaissance. Before this time the Heights had begun to lose its character as a 
conununity of individual residences ~.Jith the advent of apartment houses and the i,n­
filtration of rooming houses. Consequently property 'Values. were falling, and 
several blocks had begun to take on the character of slums. Starting in about 
1955, young couples began moving into the area, restoring houses as individual 
residences . The primary impetus to this renaissance was the obvious remaining 



charm of the area and its proXir.ri..ty to lo•..rer ~-:anh.:..ttan vlhere so oany were empJ..oyed • 

. Despite the greut.progress Hhich hc:s been I:l.:.J.de a.nd the enthusiasm of Heights 
residents in restorin~ and beautifying their properties, the area is still ex­
periencing the steady deterioration of its hi~toric character from several causes. 
One is the demolition of r esidences for the construction of apartment houses and 
other structures \'Jhich do not confom to the hei_eht or quality of the surrounding 
archite.cture. .'mother cause is the defacement of houses through bu.dly planned 
alterations. Unfortunately, this p~ess of deterioration has accelerated since the 
restoration work b egan. 

One of the >.rorst dangers to this attractive area has been the defacement of 
houses by renovations which are often incomp2tible with surrounding architecture . 
Among these renovations which h<,ve proven detrinent<J.l to the neighborhood are the 
addition of an entire n ev! story, requiring either the rcmavcJ.l of a cornice or an 
entire pitched roof . Other renovations have r esulted in the use of dissimila r 
materials in adjacent areas, the r t;moval of front steps and in the complete re­
arrangement of v-lindov;s in such manner that they bear little or no relation to those 
adjoining. This type of r enovatio n has a depressinG effect on r eal estate values 
and, although often intended as an inprovement ha s quite the reverse effect . If 
such renovations were to continue unrestrcJ.ned, they >Jould ultir.w.tely spoil the 
special cha r a cter of the n cit;hborhood llhich hclS been the actual source of its 
r ejuvenDtion. 

Importance of the District 

At the public hearing, otis Pratt Pearsall , Co-Chu.irman of the Historic 
Preservation Corn .. ':littee of the Brooklyn Heit:;hts ,\ssociution, testified as follows: 
11 0f the 1284 buildings fronting on streets 1:ithin the proposed Historic Di strict, 
at least 684 were built before the Civil 1.ar and .:.t least 1078 bt;fore the turn of 
t.hc century. Ther e are 60 Feder al, 405 Greek Revival, 47 Gothic :icvival, and 201 
Anel()-.I.t::l.J jitnatc buildings as vvell as 216 buildinGs in eclectic and miscellaneous 
styles, not to mention 61 early carriage-houses grouped largely a long unspoiled 
mews . In addition, 190 buiJdings the origin.::..l styles of i-.rhich are as yet unknovm 
or which 'vlere orlr;in;tlJ.y without recot;nized style , a r e of genernlly coni'orrning 
scale." 

The architecture of the Heights is a remarkable exagple of stylistic develop­
ment, rarel y found in any J ~erican City. Its preservation mhy b e directly attri­
buted to the f a ct tho.t for many years the Heie~hts 11as an econoz:rl.c backwater. IJith 
centrally located Eontague Street the principal shopping street of the Brooklyn 
Heights District, there exist surrounding it nany charming residential streets -
vlith l a rge mansions on such streets as Pierrepont Street, Remsen Street and Columbia . =--- . 
Heights; vl ith smaller but very e.ttr:1ctive houses on such streets as on \lillow, ~ 
Hicks, .:rora lemon, Ora nge , Pineapple and Cla rk Streets and llith the very small 
houses on l;lillow Place a nd in the mmvs v1hich once served o.s stables. Today, the 
eastern boundary of the Heights follows an irregular line representing the separa­
tion of this predominantly 19th century r t:sidential are<1 frma the civic and business 
center of Downto-vm Brooklyn. 

For nearly eight y ears the Brooklyn Heights As so ciation a nd other community 
organizations have, by means of volunteer vmrkers , fought to secure protection for 
the neighborhood as a vlhole . The property mvners and other residents, including 
the Heights Association which numbers over 1000 in its membership, have always 
strongly supported the program of designa tion and preservation. Because of its 
familiarity with preservation progr:tms being ca rried on in other cities including 
Bo ston and Philndelphia, the Heichts Association has l ed the drive to get municipal 
protection for this b eautiful area. In 1962 the Association drafted its own 
preservat ion legisl a tion, and 2,376 Hei~hts r esidents signed petition sheets and 
cards supporting such legislation. 

In his testi.r.::ony, Hr. Pearsall said, nscu.ttered l andmarks of grea t historical 
or architectural value must certa inly be preserved. But individual monuments can­
not convey the char a cter and atmosphere of th8 City a3 it Wls . This can only be 
achieved through dense groupings of homogeneous structures \Jhich retain in high 
degree the integrity of their original architecture . 

"From the totality of all this, the interesting old bun dings arrayed. on ir­
regular streets, with unexpect ed vista s, emanates an appea r ance and even more a 
spirit and character of Old !Jeiv York v-:hich no single pr~rt thereof, and certainly no 
individual Landmark, could possibly provide. It is this 'collective emanation' 
which distinguishes an Historic District , and particula rly Brooklyn Heights, from 
a.( Landmark and gives it a unique aesthetic and historical value. 
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• 
110nly the designation of Brooklyn Heights as an Historic District, l-ri th 

boundaries as proposed in the hearing notice •••• can halt its piecemeal de­
struction and assure its preservation for this and future generations of New 
Yorkers. We believe these proposed boundaries, which encompass virtually all of 
Brooklyn Heights, are both logical and sensible. Except for the heavily 
developed commercial area along its eastern periphery, Brookl~1 Heights is an 
integral who'le, 'a single community characterized throughout by its homogeneously 
historic architecture, and hence, not subject to defensible partition. 11 

To accomplish the goals of the New York City preservation law, Brooklyn 
Heights should be designated in its entirety. It would not be desirable to 
permit exceptions for certain buildings or areas within the stipulated 
boundaries of this proposed District. The Commission hopes to guide the future 
development of the entire area for the benefit of all. 

FINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS 

On the basis of a careful consideration of the history, the architecture and 
other features of this area, the Landmarks Preservation Commission finds that the 
Brooklyn Heights Historic District contains buildings and other improvements 
which have a special character and special historical and aesthetic interest and 
value and which represent one or more periods or styles of architecture typical 
of one or more eras in the history of NeVI York City and which cause this area, 
by reason of these factors, to constitute a distinct section of the City. 

The Commission further finds that, among its important qualities, the 
Brooklyn Heights Historic District is a homogenously composed r esidential neigh­
borhood with a special character of its own r etaining much of the atmosphere of 
a 19th century urban community, that it has an unusual aesthetic quality due to 
the groat variety of architectura.l styles manifested in its handsome residences 
and stately churches, that each style is r epr esentative of an era in the histor­
ical development of the Heights over a period of more than 100 years, and that 
because of the generally uniform height and fine architectural quality of the 
houses, its superb and insular location and other distinguishing qualities, 
Brooklyn Heights is a neighborhood of rare charm and historic significance. 

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 8-A of the Charter of the 
City of New York and Chapter 8-A of the Administrative Code of th0 City of New 
York, the Landmarks Preservation Commission designates as an Historic District 
the Brooklyn Heights Historic District, Borough of Brooklyn, containing the land 
bounded by Atlantic Avenue, the Brooklyn-Queens Connecting Highway, Fulton Street, 
Henry Street, Clark Street, Monroe Place to the northern property line of 10 
Monroe Place , the northern property line of 10 Monroe Place, the r ear lot lines 
of 10 Monroe Place through 48 Monroe Place, the northern property lines of 125 
and 127-129 Pierrepont Street, Clinton Street, the northern property line , of 
152-156 Remsen Stroot, the eastern property lines of 156 Remsen Street and 99 
Clinton Street, the southern property line of 99 Clinton Street, Clinton Street, 
Joralemon Street to eastern property line of 170 Joralemon Street, the eastern 
property lines of 170 Joralemon Street and 57 Livingston Street, Livingston Street 
to the eastern property line of 66 Livingston Street, the eastern property line of 
66 Livingston Street and a portion of the eastern property lines of 64 Living~ton 
Street and 35 Schermerhorn Street, the roar lot lines of 37, 39 and 41 
Schermerhorn Street, the eastern property line of 41 Schermerhorn Street, 
Schermerhorn street to the eastern property line of 42 Schermerhorn Street, the 
eastern property line and the rear lot line of 42 Schermerhorn Street and a 
portion of the eastern property line of 40 ~hermorhorn Street, tho eastern 
property line of 171 State Street, State Str eet to the eastern property line of 
192 State Street, tho eastern property line of 192 State Street, a portion of 
the rear lot line of 201 Atlantic Avenue and the eastern property line of 
201 Atlantic Avenue. 


