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EMMANUEL BAPTIST ChURCH . 279 Lafayette Avenue, Borough of Brooklyn. 
1887 ; architect Francis H. Kimball. 

Landmark Site ; Borough of Brooklyn Tax Map Block 1932 , Lot 42W. 

On February 8~ 1966 , the Landmarks Preservation Commission held 
a public hearing on the proposed designation as a Landmark of the 
Emmanuel Baptist Church and the proposed designation of the related 
Landmark Site. (Item No. 61). The hearing had been duly advertised 
in accordance with the provisions of law. Three witnesses spoke in 
favor of designation. There were no speakers in opposition to 
designation . The Commission has been informed that the Corporate 
Body of the Emmanuel Baptist Church has voted in favor of the 
proposed designation. 

DE~CRIPTIO N AND ANALYSIS 

Emmanuel Baptist Church, with its square twin towers, resembles 
a small French cathedral. This imposing structure~ monumental in 
appearance, Has inspired by Romanesque and early Gothic prototypes. 
It occupies a corner lot ~ and ite two richly decorated principal 
elevations are fully visible from a distance and can be appreciated 
to the full. The s omber and stolid character of this lat~ Nineteent l 
Century stone edifice is relieved by a varied nnd fanciful use of 
carved ornam e nt and structural forms, creating an outstanding 
example of ecclesiastical architecture. 

The Church was organized in 1881. and its construction progrn~ 
was completed in three stages. Before the Chapel was finished in 
1883, early services were held in the nearby Ad ~ lphi Academy Chapel. 
The Church, sited North and South on the property with its entrance 
facing South on Lafayette Avenue, was ~edicatEd in 1887. The New 
Church School Building adjacent to and west of the front entrance 
was dedicated in 1927 . 

The impressive front elevation is skillfully organized. The 
twin towers which flank the center section have massive stepped 
buttresses at the corners, which recede as they rise and terminate 
at the solid parapet walls which crown the towers. Vertically, the 
towers are divided into five sections , each separated by a band 
course. The base is plain. The second and tl1ird s e ctions each have 
two round arched windows. The fourth section has a colonnade of 
arches supported on short columns. Separated by clustered shafts, 
the belfry has three highs narrow arches with two windows placed one 
above each other within then. Corbelling enriches the cornice below 
the parapet wall. 

Four dominant elements make up the center section of the front 
elevation. Three arched and pedireented portals conprise the main 
entrance at the base. A hu g e pointed-a rch window is centered in th2 
middle section above the doors ~nd a low arcadc , with pediment above 
it, crowns the front. Two engag e d columns ? which rest on corbels at 
the spring line of the arch of the window, rise up to the arcade and 
anchor the ends of the gable. The triple portal is majestic in seal ~ 

and quality. Each double doorway is flanked by paired banded column · 
with handsome capitals. The wooden doors have superb curvilinear 
strap hinges. The tympanun over the central doorway contains a 
beautiful bas-·relief of Christ blessing the children. Carved bands 
decorate th e arches over the doorways, and the gables abov~ them arc 
crowned with large carved finials. The four stained glass windows, 
in the large arch above the doors , are separated by Gothic shafts 
which support two arches with round windows above them. They. in 
turn, support a larg e r rose window and two small round windows with 
trefoils all bound together by stone tracery. In the diapered 
surface of the gable crowning the building is a bas-relief of John 
the Baptist. Crockets decorate the coping of the pediment, and it 
is crowned by a large finial. 
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The east elevation of the Church, anchored between the square 
tower at the South and the Chepel at the Ea rth, has five windows. 
Sep2rating th e windows arc larg0 stepped buttress e s which are 
stepped back as the y ris e end ter~inete just b e low the parapet wall, 
under the eave of th 2 st ~eply pitched roof. Superbly carved gar­
g oyles project out fro~ t~c tcps of th£ huttress o s. B~twcen the 
buttresses the windows are separated by a center column and are 
flanked by colu~ns. Th a y are each surmounted by a small rose windc v 
in the upper part o f the arch and are crowned by a lnrge gable with 
finial. 

The Chapel . n ow known as th~ Emmanuel Christian Center . is 
located o n St. Jare s Place at the northeasterly extremity of the 
property. The thr~e-story fermer Chapel flanked by a tower and 
turrets is n~re ren iniscent of a chateau than a ~ath cdral . With its 
free use cf Roman e s que and Gothic f o r~ s end details it is decidedly 
Victorian Gothic in character. This striking facade is d ominated by 
a v e ry large pointed-arch window centered in a high gabled wall. 
The wind ow arch rising above an ornament e d band cours e at the second 
floor . contains five narrow stained glass windows at s~cond fl 0or 
level , a corbelled band c ourse and the mein window filling the upper 
portion of the arch, has trac e ry of unusual quality. At street 
level, the d oo r way, p laced left o f center , i s d eeply recessed in a 
p o inted arch. Here double do ors , with l ea d e d trans om ab ove, are 
flanked by pair e d and 2 ng ag ~d c o lu~ns. At the right of the do o rway 
and centered in the smooth faced sandstone is a triple windcw with 
pointed arches and leaded sash, between engaged c c lunns, also deeply 
recessed. A n a rrow platforE ~; ith three steps leads up to the door. 

Th e New Church 8chool Building adjoining th e front to the west 
is a dignifi ed two and one -half story structur e d ed icat e d in 1927. 
Solidly construct e d of snooth faced s t o ne laid u p in randor.1 ashlar; 
it blends v ery well in character with th e ~cin Church . The entrancG 
is set back in the corne r of a squar e for c c ourt . retained by a low 
wall a t the sidewalk. The do o rway , sheltered by a steeply pitched 
rocf covering a st outly b Dilt p o rch , adcs c qu a int n o t e of ned i~val 
charact e r o f the building. On th e second fl oor c f the wing abutting 
the street , is a tripl e window s e t in a gable o rnamented with 
crockets a nd an attr3ctive finial. It is a v ery h a n d s ome f e ature 
silhouette~ against th e slate c over e d r eo £ . 

Th e Landm a rks Pres e rv a tion C o~nissi on rec og nizes tLat the 
Landmark on the pro perty in qu e stion ( a nd th e Landmark Site) is 
wh o lly us ed f 0 r r e lig i o us and dir e ctly rel a ted cha rit ab l e purposes 
by Emm an u e l Bap t i st Ch u r ch and t ha t th e needs o f the Enmanu e l 
Baptist Church for such u sE s ma y change in th e ye~ rs ahead, e n ­
tailing nlt 0 r a tlons in the e xisting structure s o r the cr~atio n of 
o ther st ruc ture s o n the Lan d mark Site. By this designation of the 
Landma r k nbov e desc ribed and th e La n dna rk Site o n which it is l o ­
c a t ed, it is n e t int e nd ed t c fr 2e z e the structure in its present 
stat e or t o pr e v e n t futur e appr o nri ~ te al t e rati ons n e eded t o mee t 
changed r equirc~en t o cf u se f r r r c l igic u s and dir e ctly r e l a t ed 
charitab l e purp oses. The Ccrom is s i c n b Llieve s it h as th e ob lig ation 
a nd , inde e~, it h a n th e fc sir e t 0 c oo p e r a te with own e rs c f L andmark~ 
who may wish to mnke che~ge s in the ir pr operties. In this c o nn e c­
tio n the C cn~issi c n wish~ s t ~ s tat e a t t h is time t ha t it r e cogniz es 
tha t t he E~manu e l Ba ptist Church nay wan t t o e r ec t new buildings o n 
its g r o und s in the futur e. The Ccm~i s sion r e c og nizes that th e 
Emnanu e l Bcp t is t Church nay als a wis l1 t c cake ex t e rio r a lt eratio ns 
t o its e x i s ting buildi~ g s. The Cosm is s i c n l ee k s forward to wo rking 
with the r ~prcs Lrt c tives c f th e Enmanuel Bap tist Church when the 
Chu r ch desir es t o a rect n e w bui ldings o n its g r o unds or t o make 
ex t 0 rior a lt e r a tio ns o n its e x isting building s . 
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FINDI NGS A~D DESIGNATIONS 

On t h ~ basis c f a careful c o ~si~eration of th e history, the 
architecture and e ther f ea tur e s o f this building , the Landnarks 
Preservation Ccmn issi0 n fin~s that t he Enmanuel Baptist Church has 
a special charact ~ r, sp e cial hist o rical and a e sthetic interest and 
value as p e rt cf the devel o pcent, heritage and cultural c llaracter­
istics of Jew York City. 

Th e Commission furth e r fin 6 s tha t, a~ong its important qual i ti es . 
the Ennanuel Baptist Church is an outstgnding exa~ple o f ecclesias­
tical architectur8 derived from Ro~anesque a ni Go thic prot o types , 
that with its i~pr e ssivc twin towers it res cnbles a s~all French 
cathedral ~ that in the massing o f its structural f0atures it is mon­
um e ntal in appearance and d istin~ uish cd in character and that it 
l e nds g r ea t a rchitectur a l pr e st ige and d i g nity t o the c ommunity. 

Acc o rdingly . pursuan t t o the pr ovisions cf Chapter 63 o f the 
Charter of the City of New York and Ch e pt e r 8-A of the Administrative 
Code of the City of Ne w Y crk ~ th ~ Landma rks Preservation Conrnis sion 
designates as a Lendmark t he Emmanuel Bap tist Churchs 279 Lafayette 
Avenue . Bo r o u g h o f Brc o k lyn and desig nates T~x Map Bl o ck 193 2, Lo t 
42W , Bo rou g h o f Broo kl yn as it s L and~a rk Sit e. 


