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HENRY VILLARD HOUSES (in part) , 457 Madison Avenue , Borough of 
Manhattan . Begun 1882, completed 1885 ; architects McKim , Mead 
& Whit e, 

Landmark Site : Borough of Manhatt a n , Tax Map Block 1286 > Lot 52 in 
part, consisting o f th e land on which the d e scrib e d building is 
situated a nd that part of the Courty a rd owned by the owner of 
457 Madis o n Av e nu e. 

On May 10 , 1966 , th e Land ma rks Preservatio n Commissio n held a 
public hearing on the prop o sed designati o n as a Landmark of the 
Henry Vill a rd Houses and the prop o sed d e signation of the rel a ted 
Landmark Site. (Item No. 23) . The h earing h a d b e en duly advertised 
in a cc o rdance with the pr ovisions of l a w. Two witnesses spoke in 
favor of desig n a ti o n . Ther e we re n o spea k e rs in o ppositi o n to 
designation. 

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS 

Nowhere in New Yo rk City d oe s th e r e exist ano th e r unified group 
of brownstone residences o f such magnitud e as this cluster standing 
on Madison Avenue. This great complex o f Itali a n Rena issance 
townh o uses is skilfully we ld e d i n t o o n e U-sha ped unit . surrounding 
a courtyard o riginally planned a s a turn- around f o r c a rri ag es. 
Desig n e d in th e ma nn e r cf a Sixteenth Ce ntury palac e , these 
building s repr e s e nt th e ep it ome o f brownst o n e a rchitectur e o f their 
day . Stately. and dignif ied in appe a r a nce, th e y expr e ss - in their 
formality - a fine architectur a l d e sign. This ' House o f Mansions ' 
represented an early br ea k with th e picturesqu e tr a dition o f the 
Romantic Styles. It inaug ur a ted the new f o rmalism of th e 
Renaiss a nce , introduced h e r e f o r the first time by the a rchit e cts s 
McKim , Mead & White . 

The street fronts are a ll unified by the b o ld (rustic a ted) 
stonework of th e bas eme nt a nd first f1ocr, with smooth wa ll 
surfaces (ashl a r ma sonry) f o r th e flo6rs a b ov e . A st on e b a nd course 
signalizes each fl oo r a t wind ow sill level , while a projecting 
cornice e ff e ct i vely crowns th e entir e c omp o sitio n. The third fl oor 
wind ows , h a nds omely enfr a me d , a re reminisc e nt o f th o se of the 
Pa l a zz o d e lla Ca nc e ll e ri a in Rom e, while s ome of the sec o nd floor 
wind ows display striking individu a l b a lconies c a rried on c ons o le 
brack e ts . Th e n o rth a nd south d oo rs facing the c ourty a rd are 
con pl err.e nted , in th e ir el eganc e , by the w e lc o~ ing a rch e d l o ggi a on 
the e a st sid e . Th e entra nce t o th e c ourtyard is b e tween two square 
upri g hts surmount ed by balls between which a grac e ful arch o f 
scr o lled wrou ght iron is br i dge d t o c a rry t h e centra l l a nterc. 

Henry Villard (1835 - 1900) , wh o built this g r oup o f Houses and 
lived in on e o f them, wa s a j ournalist, r a ilway pr omo t o r and finan­
cier. He was b o rn in Rh e nish Ba varia and en i g rated to America in 
1853 . n s a c o rr e sp ondent , h e c c vered the Linc o ln- Douglas cl e bat e s s 
th e Pike ' s Pe a k g o ld discovery a nd th e Civil Wa r. In 1881 . with 
his l ove f o r j ournalism a nd a s a man o f wea lth , h e a cquired a con­
tr o lling int e r e st in the Ne w York Evening Po st. During th e years 
1679 t o 1883 Vill a rd was pr o b a bly the o utstanding railway promo tor 
in the United St a tes. He h e l d many imp ort a nt p o sts a nd was 
pr e sid e nt o f th e No rth e rn Pa cif i c a nd chairma n o f th e h oa rd until 
1893 , when his r a ilwa y car e er came t o a n e nd . He ma rri e d He len 
Fr a ncis Ga rris o n . th e only daug ht e r o f Wi llia m Lloyd Garris o n , the 
ab o litionist . Osw a ld Garris o n Vill a rd , the ir s o n , was publishe r 
and edit o r o f Na ti o n Ma& azine. 



FINDINGS AND DESIG NATIONS 

On the basis o f a careful consider a tion of the hist o ry, the 
architecture and other f ea tures of this building, the Landmarks 
Preservatio n Commissi on finds that the Henry Villard Houses have 
a speci3l character , special historical and aesthetic interest and 
value as part o f the d evel opment, heritage and cultural character­
istics cf New York City. 

The Commissio n further finds that . among its important 
qualities , the Henry Villard Houses ar e a magnific e nt example of 
Italian Renaissance architecture, that this harmo niously c ombined 
compl e x o f h o uses is unique in New Yo rk City , that the buildings 
ar e stately and di gnified in appearance and that in their style and 
cha racter they r e pres e nt a fine express ion o f a rchitectural d e sign 
and overall pl a nning unequ a l ed i n the City. 

Accordingly~ pursuant t o the provisions of Chapter 63 of the 
Cha rter o f the City o f New Yo rk and Chapter 8-A of the Administrative 
Code of the City o f New Yo rk , the Landmarks Preservatio n Commission 
designa t e s as a Landmark that part o f th e Henry Vill a rd Ho us e s which 
is l o cat e d a t 457 Madi s on Av e nu e? Bo r o ugh o f Manhattan and desig nates 
as its relat e d La nd ma rk Site th a t part o f Bc r o u g h o f Manhattan Tax 
Map Block 1286 , Lo t 52 which c ont a ins th e l and o n which the 
describ ed building is situat ed an d tha t part of the Courtyard owned 
by the owne r of 457 Madis o n Avenue. 


