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Landmarks Prescrvation Commission
December 30, 1969, Calendar No, 1
LP-0320

COBBLE HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT, Borough of Brooklyn

The property bounded by Degraw Strcet, Hicks Strcet, thc northern
property linc of 391 Hicks Strect, part of the western property linc of
113 Congress Strect, the rear lot lines of 113-127 Congress Street, part
of the eastern lot line of 127 Congress Strect, the northern property
line of 358 Henry Stroct, Henry Strect, Amity Stroct, the western property
line of 123-127 Amity Street, part of the northern lot linc of 123-127
Amity Strcet, the western property line of 116 Pacific Strcet, Pacific
Street, Henry Strecet, the rcar lot lines of 86-110 Atlantic Avenue, the
western property line of 86-88 Atlantic Avcnue, Atlantic Avenuc and Court
Strcet,

TESTIMONY AT THE PUBLIC HEARINGS

On July 12, 1966 the Landmarks Prcservation Commission hcld a public
hcaring on thc proposcd designation of the Cobblc Hill Historic District
(Item No. 23). Fifty-five pcrsons spoke in favor of thc proposed decsig-
nation or were prcsent at the public huaring and asked to be rccorded in
favor of the proposcd designation. The reprcsentative of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Brooklyn opposcd thc designation and asked that its
churches and othcr institutions bc cxcluded from the Historic District.
The public hcaring wos continued until Scptember 13, 1966 (Itcem No. 12).
At that timc five witncsscs spoke in favor of designation, and the repre-
sentativc of thc Long Island College Hospital and the Brooklyn Benevolent
Socicty opposcd thc designation. The Landmarks Commission has rcceived
many letters and other communications from property owncrs and residents
within the proposed District strongly supporting this designation. The
Cobblc Hill Associntion has urged this dcsignotion and has won wide com-
munity support for it.

INTRODUCT ION

The Cobble Hill Historic District includcs over twenty-two city
blocks, gcnerally between Atlantic Avenue, Court, Degraw and Hicks Streets.
It is located approximatcly two blocks cast of the Brooklyn watcrfront of
the Upper Bay., It forms a southcrly cxtension of the Brooklyn Heights
Historic District, scparntcd from it only by Atlantic Avenue, yet it is
quite diffcrent in character, having a unique quality of its owne

The development of Cobble Hill as a2 residential district rcally began
in the mid-1830s when an attractive row of Greck Revival town houscs was
built, soon followcd by othcrs. It rctains its residential character to-
day, commcrcial arcas being largely limitcd to Atlantic Avenue and Court
Strect. Therc arc a reprcesentative number of fine churches,



ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTw=RISTICS

An Historic District shculd be pessesscd of such a distinctive
quality that, on entering it from any side, one should at once become
aware of a neighborhood sct apart and of the consistent quality of
certain styles of architecture, Cobble Hill is just such an area and
reveals itself as such immediately.

Atlantic Avenuc, on the north, contains a number of outstanding
commercial buildings. Beyond it, the trec-lined residential streets
present certain buildings and architectural details which may be con-
sidered uniquec.

Among the architectural styles represented are the Greek Revival
of the 1830s and 18L40s, followed by the Gothic Revival, Italianate and
early Romanesque Revival styles of the 1850s and 1850s. The French Neo-
Grec style which appeared in the 1870s (often in combination with re-
tardataire examples of Italianate or French Second Empire designs), con-
tinued into the carly 1880s. Lastly camec the more sophisticated styles
of the latter part of the 19th century, the Romanesque Revival, the
Queen Amme style and the now classicism, influenced by the Chicago Fair
of 1893, Of course this arca also had its fair sharc of houses built in
the local vernacularm~-houscs so simplc that they arc not rcadily identi-
fiable with any particular style. Thc District also has many "traonsi-
tional" houses, houses which display the charactcristics of one or more
periods when one style was giving way to another.

It is interesting to note that a certain time lag seems to exist in
Cobble Hill in the introduction of new architcctural stylcs compared to
their dates in Manhattan. This time lag ranges anywhere from five to
fiftcen years, so that an Italianate stylc building, typical of the 1850s
in Manhattan, may not cmerge in Cobble Hill until the 1860s. This was
probably duc to th¢ innatce conscrvatism of certain builders and to their
desire to continue in the tradition of their fathers. Cobble Hill has'a
foir share of architect designed houses and, whore these occur, there 1s
usually no time lag at all.

Two famous 19th century architects, Minard Lafever and Richard
Upjohn, werc the designers of two fine churches in the Cobble Hill
Historic District. Upjohn, and later his son, Richard M. Upjohn, both
lived in the District, at No. 296 Clinton Strect. While further rescarch
nceds to be done regarding the unknown builders of Cobble Hill, sceveral
names occur with great rcgularity as carly as the 18L40s. Among these men
waere Asa Stcbbins, who Wegan his career in the 1830s as a local carpenter,
but by 1847 was a mcmber of the Common Council for the District and ad-
vertised as an architcet specializing in Gothic cottages and villas. .
William Johnson and Horatio White, architccts of Brocklyn, designed a finc
row of residences at the south end of the District. Thomas Sullivan,
first a mason and later identificd as a builder, lived within the Dist-
rict and necarby and did a considcrable amount cf work. Michacl Markey,

a neighborhocd carpenter, crceted the District!s chicf Gothic Revival

row. Jercmiah C'Donnell was a local contractor living just outside the
District. Jacob Carpenter was a local carpenter who did considerable con-
struction beforc he went bankrupt in 18L6.

Houscs wore cither built individually or in rows, ranging anywhere
from three houses to groups which cccupied half a city block. In scme of
thesc rows we find cxamples which are virtually unique in the City and
which give Cobble Hill its special distinction.

Materials adhere eloscly to the masonry tradition with brick and
brownstone predominating. Ironwork includes both the standard designs
and castings to be fouad in other parts of the City as well as several
most unusual dcsigns not to hc scen elsewherc. In its quality, quantity
and varicty it is the equal of some of the best arcas in the City.
Cobble Hill is notable moreover as the site of one of the earlicst hous-
ing projects in the country, the Home and Tower Buildings of 1876-79, on
Hicks Street. Landmarks in the field of tcncment house referm, these
buildings were developed by Alfred T. White, the Brecklyn capitalist and
philanthropist, in asscciation with William Ficld & Son, architectse

-2-



HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The history of Cobble Hill goes back to the 1640s when the Dutch
governor, Willem Kieft, granted patents for farms north of Red Hook, ex-
tending inland from the East River shore to the Gowanus valley. The place
names Red Hook, East River and Gowanus - in their Dutch spelling -- all
appear on the Dutch patents.

A farm in this general area is thus described in the Lgbadists'
travel diary of September 1679:

"It is impossible to tell how many peach trees we passed, all
laden with fruit to breaking down.... We came to a place surrounded
with such trees from which so many had fallen off that the ground
could not be discerned, and you could not put your foot down with-

2 out trampling them; and, notwithstanding such large quantities had
fallen off, the trees still were as full as they could bear. The
hogs and other animals mostly feed on them. This place belongs to
the oldest European woman in the country. We went immediately into
her house, where she lived with her children. We found her sitting
by the fire, smoking tobacco incessantly, one pipe after another....
She was from.Luyck(Liege), and still spoke good Waalsche (Walloon),
with us.... She showed us several large apples, as good fruit of
that country, and different from that of Europe. She had been fifty
years now in the country.... We tasted here, for the first time,
smoked twaelft (striped bass).... It was salted a little and then
smoked, and, although it was now a year old, it was still perfectly
good, and in flavor not inferior to smoked salmon. We drank here,
also, the first new cider, which was very fine."

"Cobleshill,” on Ratzer's survey of Brooklyn in 1766-67, referred
to a very steep conical hill shown on the west side of Red Hook Lane,
near the present intersection of Atlantic and Pacific Streets with Court
Street. Another old name for the region was "Ponkiesbergh.”

During the Revolution, Cobble Hill Fort consisted of a small plat-
form with three cannon protected by spiral trenches; it was known also
as "Smith's Barbette” or "Corkscrew Fort". One of several forts intended
to protect the flank of the patriot army in the Battle of Long Island,
its importance, despite its small size, derived from its great height.

Washington issued an order on July 18, 1776 that two guns fired
from Cobble Hill are to be the signal that the enemy have landed on
Long Island. Washington, General Putnam and other officers witnessed
the disastrous battle of August 27, 1776 from the ramparts of Cobble
Hill Fort, according to Stiles, the 19th century Brooklyn historian.

The British, during their subsequent occupation, cut off the top of
Cobble Hill so that it would not command their headquarters on Brooklyn
Heights. The British also appropriated the estate of Philip Livingston,
a signer of the Declaration of Independence, and cccupied it as a naval
hospital. This estate ran south of Joralemon Street, and British sheds
and huts for the sick were erected on property later owned by Ralph
Patchen, south of the present Atlantic Avenue and within the Cobble Hill
Historic District. During the War of 1812, Cobble Hill was again
fortified and called "Fort Swift", as part of the lines of defense
planned by General Joseph G. Swift, and erected in 1814 by inhabitants
of Kings County.

In the Federal period, following the Revolution, Brooklyn Heights
had been developed as a district of the incorporated Village of Brooklyn,
which then extended to District Street (now Atlantic Avenue). In 183k,
when the Village of Brooklyn became a City, its boundary was extended
southward to include all of South Brooklyn.

Meny changes came to Cobble Hill in the Federal period. The Dutch
farms, extending from the Fast River to Court Street, were bought by
relative newcomers. The old Red Hook Lane (later straightened into
Court Street), Henry Street was opened by 1828 to connect directly with



the Heights. With ready access to the South Ferry,--established in 1836
after years of opposition from Manhattan real estate owners--~-Cobble Hill
began to change from an area of farms into a residential suburb of row
houses. People could now commute readily to Manhattan by ferry.

The first stage in this development of Cobble Hill occurred in the
blocks along the west side of Henry Street where the dramatic view of the
harbor tempted owners to establish their rural homesteads or rural-subur-
ban mansions. At the north end, Ralph Patchen, a native of Connecticut,
had his home just south of Atlantic Avenue in the bed of what later be-
came Hicks Street; he reached Red Hook Lane by a road known as
Livingston's or Patchen's Lane. Nearby was his distillery and the large
dock known as Patchen's dock. The next blockfront on Henry Street,
originally part of the Patchen farm was acquired in the 1830s by Joseph
A. Perry, and here stood Perry's handsome block-long Greek Revival man-
sion (also just outside this Historic District). Cornelius Heeney, a
native of Ireland and successful New York fur merchant, acquired the
next farm reputedly for a debt. His home was at Henry and /fmity Streets.
On the next blockfront, near Warren Street, Noel (sometimes anglicized
to Nicholas) Becar built, in the 1830s, his handsome Greek Revival man--
sion which faced the harbor, and on his grounds he had an unusually large
greenhouse. Adjoining on the south, Parmenus Johnson maintained for the
grounds of his new house the entire block between Henry and Hicks, Warren
and Baltic Streets. He had come from Oyster Bay and purchased the old
farm of the Suydam family, which he more than tripled in size by filling
in and docking out upon his waterfront. His storage establishment was
at the foot of Baltic Street. The southernmost farm, lying both within
this Historic District and to the east and south of it, belonged to the
Cornells, a family who had come from Queens in the mid-18th century.

They acquired the farm by marrying into the family to whom it had been
patented in the Dutch colonial period. The Cornell home and flour mill
were near the harbor outside this District. A considerable portion of
the Cornell farm within this District and south of Baltic Street was
acquired by Selah Strong, Esq., 2 New York merchant and comptroller of
that City. His home was in the bed of the present Strong Place.

None of these rural houses survive, nor is there any in the Colonial
or Federal styles. However, serving as a reminder of this period, the
Greek Revival house, still standing at No. 149 Baltic Street, was once
the home of Parmenus Johnson's daughter. She married into the Bergen
family, which descended from a Norwegian who settled in Brooklyn in the
Dutch colonial period.

The next stage in the development of Cobble Hill was the breaking
up of these lsrge land holdings. Patchen's large farm, whiech ocesupied
more than a dozen blocks from above State Street south to Amity Street,
was divided in 1829 primarily between his two sons and a married
daughter, but even before this one block on Atlantic Avenue had been
subdivided into lots. Closest of the farms to the old Brooklyn ferries,
near Fulton Street, he did not have to delay development for the advent
of the South Ferry at Atlantic Avenue. Indeed, the oldest house now
standing in the Cobble Hill Historic District is No. 122 Pacific Street,
built in or shortly before 1833, in the Greek Revival style, on Patchen's
former farm. The next farm, Cornelius Heeney's, was developed according
to the owner's special interests. A wealthy bachelor and a Roman
Catholic, he was primarily interested in children, especially orphans, and
in the Church. His gift of land to St. Paul'’s Church enabled it to
erect the first church building on Cobble Hill. In addition to his gifts
to its orphanage much of his land, especially along Congress Street, was
given to the Brooklyn Benevolent Society which is still in existence.
Adjoining Heeney on the south and along Court Street, Parmenus Johnson
sold his eastern block and a half in 1832 to John Greacen for development.
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The gridiron pattern of streets was established by 1834 south from
‘Atlantic to Butler(subsequently Harrison and now Kane) Street. How-
ever, below Butler Street the 0ld lanes and the new street design criss-
crossed haphazardly for some time, except for Strong Place which was
regulated and paved as early as 1836. It was in this southern tier that
assemblage and development progressed under Silas Butler, Thomas and -
Henry Warner, Anson Blake, Sr. and Jr., and Charles Kelsey, of whom at
least the last-mentioned made his home here on Strong Place.

Comparison of the 1840 tax list and the 1840 street directory brings
to light the information that, as early as this date, 45 houses were
assessed and 112 residents were listed in the District. Apparently many
in-laws lived with each other or under the thumb of a paterfamilias. The
possibility of bachelors living in boarding houses, as was then the
fashion, has not been investigatéd. Many of the present streets appear
in neither source, or with only empty lots listed.

Construction of row houses started to transform Cobble Hill into
an urban community. Here, in contradistinction to Manhattan, the rows
are seldom longer than five or six houses: furthermore, an architecural
composition of two or three units was popular. A handsome row of six
Greek Revival houses was built on Warren Street, between Court and
Clinton, as early as 1835. This urbanization is especially epparent,
according to the 1840 and 1841 tax lists, on the middle tier of blocks
between Clinton and Henry Streets, where there already were rows of
houses on Pacific, Warren and Baltic Streets, as well as on Strong
Place. In 1845, according to the recollections of the Rev. Sewall S.
Cutting of the Strong Place Baptist Church:

"On this side of Atlantic Street I recall no instance,
in the streets running either way, unless near the river,
where any street was built from one corner to another. 1In
21l the district from Atlantic Street to Carroll, the build-
ings were dwellings in detached clusters. Whole blocks were
without a building on them, or with no more than two or
three or four. Everywhere were footpaths across the blocks
to make shorter routes to the South Ferry. My own family
had been in 1845 the first to occupy a house in the row
of houses on Harrison (Kane) Street, fronting Strong Place’.

It is worth mentioning that New Yorkers were also interested in
developing Cobble Hill. Thus, Henry Winthrop Sargent finished, about
1839, its longest early row of nine houses on Baltic Street; Abraham
J. S. Degraw, a native New Yorker, who became a Cobble Hill suburbanite,
built, in 184k, the only house still standing in spacious grounds
(No. 219 Clinton Street); and the lawyer, Gerard W. Morris of 25
Fifth Avenue, Manhattan, contributed an early instance of site develop-
ment in his 1849-54 plans for the end of a block on Kane Street.
Prominent commuters to New York included James Van Nostrand, president
of the Merchants Exchange Bank of New York, and George A. Jarvis,
president of the Lenox Insurance Company, who built residences at
Nos. 439 and 491 Henry Street in the late 18L0Os.

In the 1850s, between Leonard Jerome's removal from Rochester and
the erection of his mension on Madison Square, he lived in two rented
houses on Cobble Hill. The one on Amity Street was the birthplace of
his daughter Jennie, the mother of Sir Winston Churchill.

By 1860 Cobble Hill had been largely developed into a suburban
community, complete with bank, stores and other services, as well as
with a number of churches whose towers or steeples rose against the
skyline. The chief innovation after that date is Alfred T. White's
well--known model tenements for the laboring classes. Built in 1876-
T9, his projects covered more than a block and were occupied by many
nationalities---native Americans, Irish, Swedes, Norwegians, English
and Germans.



The later story of Cobble Hill Historic District is largely told
through the church buildings and their changing congregations. Christ
(P.E.) Church, built in 1841-42, was founded in 1835, as the first -
religious organization within this District: it now conducts services
for a Spanish speaking community. The Middle Reformed Dutch Church
building on Kane Street was later used by the German Lutherans and now
is used as a synagogue. The permenent memorial of the German immigrants
of 1848 is not their churches, which now all belong to other faiths,
but in the Long Island College Hospital which adjoins this Historic
District on the northwest. Residents from New England, now also dis-~
persed, made their Second Unitarian Church (where Cobble Hill Park is
now located) into a cultural and abolitionist center. The Roman
Catholic centers of St. Paul's on Court Street and of St. Peter's on
Hicks Street included schools, an orphanage and a hospital. St. Paul's,
originally Irish, now holds some Spenish masses. St. Peter's had so
many Italians in its early congregation that it soon established a sep-
arate Italian mission church east of this Historic District. Now,
Italians are the core of St. Frances Cabrini (R.C.) Chapel inside the
District, rededicated in 1969. This building was originally the Strong
Place Beptist Church and was more recently used by Spanish-speaking
Baptists. The Syrian and Lebanese community, long established on
Cobble Hill, built St. Mary the Virgin (R.C.) Church on Clinton Street
as early as 1922 and has since expanded. It is worth noting that the
Spanish speaking community, divided among several religious organiza-
tions, come from various parts of the Western Hemisphere.

Through most of its urban life, Cobble Hill was known variously
as part of Red Hook, South Brooklyn or the Sixth Ward. Today it has
its own identity, with the name Cobble Hill adopted in 1959. More-
over, it has undergone a marked renaissance and rejuvenation. More
young pecple and people of affluence have moved in. Scheduled to open
in January 1970 is the Strong Place Day Care Center with cafeteria,
kindergarten and head start program. Recently four Puerto Rican
families, who had been tenants, purchased a house on Clinton Street and
converted it into a condominium. Householders, with a pride in their
block, sweep not only their sidewalks but the gutters and streets
around the parked automobiles. Very influential in the renaissance of
this Historic District have been the Cobble Hill Association, incor-
porated in 1959, and the Syrian Young Men's Association, en old organ-
ization; also their current and previous presidents, Leo F. McCarthy,
George Polimeros and George Saady. Among individuals, it is suitable
to signalize Joseph Dowd, for many years the State Assemblyman for
Cobble Hill, who has worked hard and long for the benefit of this
community, and likewise Thomas Cuite, member of the City Council.
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

Cobble Hill is currently undergeing a renaissance as young couples
acquire and renovate the attractive, moderatc sized houses on its trec-
lined strects. Like Brooklyn Heights, it is emerging from a rather
long period cf quiescence. This pcriod actually pretcected it from the
rapid pace of rebuilding and alteration, so typical of much of the
City. Most cf the fine old houses were preserved with little change.
Apartment houses appecarcd in the arca in the 1880s but they arc not
very high and few were built there after the 1920s. The fact that apart-
ment houses did not invade the streets in recent years is responsible for
the charming, low lying quality of this neighbcrhood where the skyline is
punctuated occasionally only by church spires.

The real cause for alarm today is the "modernization" of housecs by
the applicaticn of spurious venecrs, In thesc remodclings, handscme wood
window sash is often replaced by aluminum windows with screcns or storm
sash set flush with the wall surfacec., This gives the houses a flat,
cardboard appcarance, where once they had interestingly revealed window
openings sct in walls cf brick or stone - honest expressicns cof the
actual structurc.

The addition of an upper story or a rcof parapet has almest invaria-
bly resulted in the loss cf a fine cornicec. Stocps have scmetimes been
removed tc provide basement cntrances. The partial imbedding of ironwork
in concrete - an cxpedient method of repair - results in loss of con-
siderable becauty. All these changes and "improvements!" create jarring
notes in ctherwisc harmcnicus rows of houses. These renovations, in-
tended tc incrcase property values, tend to have the cppesite effect in
Historic Districts, where the very thing that attracts buycers is
wantonly destroyed.

Designaticn of the Cobble Hill Historic District will strengthen
the aims cf the community by tending to prevent the ncedless loss of
architectural quality by attrition and by controling future alteratiocns
and ccnstruction. Designation is a major step to ensure protecticn and
enhancement of the quality and charactcr of the entire neighbcrhccd.



DOCUMENTATICN AND ARTANGEMENT

This Report has been written to describe an area of the City that
deserves to be better known. It is hoped that this Report will prove
educational and informative to the property owners. It has been com-
piled with great care, despite the lack of enough records to substan-
tiate the date of construction of many buildings, The following notes
should prove informative to the reader.

Historical Documentation. The documentation of the buildings has
been based on primary research, mainly official records of the City of
New York and of Kings County. These have been supplemented by special
collections of original manuscripts, maps, directories, genealogical
sources, newspapers, pamphlets and published histories of Brooklyn, of
Kings County and of certain buildingsor institutions. For these we have
drawn on the collections of such institutions as The Long Island
Historical Society, The Brooklyn Public Library, The New York Public
Library, and the Avery Architectural Library of Columbia University. Of
special assistance in establishing the historical documentation of build-
ings were:

A. Tax assessment records for 1840 and 1841 (The Long Island
Histcrical Society) and 1869-1901 for Ward 6 (Real Prcperty
Assessment Department, Borough of Brooklyn).

B. New building and alteration plans, starting 1879 (Depart-
ment of Buildings, Borough of Brooklyn).

C. Conveyances, mortgages and maps (City Register, Kings
County office) and Block abstracts and old maps (County
Clerk of Kings County).

D. Court records (Surrcgatec!s Court, Kings County).

E. Commercial maps: Perris fire insurance maps of 1855 and
1860 (The Long Island Historical Society), 1903 Atlas of
the Borough of Brooklyn by E. Belcher Hyde, and 1939-1968
maps of the Sanborn Map Company.

F. Directories and street directories of Brooklyn, and direc-
tories of New York City.

Ge The Wealthy Men and Women of Brocklyn and Williamsburgh...
(T8u7).

The excessively large gops in the tax assessment records during the
chief period cf development of Cobble Hill and the incompleteness of the
subsequent new building records posed a very real prcblem. In many in-
stances the name of an individual, obtained through the conveyances and
followed up in the city directories, led to the information that the land-
owner had moved into the house, thus giving an approximate date for its
construction.

The intensive staff work on Cobble Hill was extended over the period
1966-1969, with respect to documentation including a photographic record-
ing cf the buildings. This documentation is now recorded in three volumes
and a file drawer.

Arrangement. The main text of this Report is arranged by streets,
alphabetically,.

Walking Cobble Hill. The Rcport has been written in such manner that
one can walk.Cobble Hill rcadily. Streets running east and west are walked
by gecing west aleng the south side of the block and by rcturning cast along
its north side, Similarly for a north-scuth street, one walks northward
along the east side, and back along the west side of this block.
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AMITY STREET Nos. 15L4-198 & 163-211) Betw. Court & Clinton Sts.

This residential street with its houses and apartment buildings,
three to four and a half stories in height, presents a feeling of
humen wermth and individuality. Built over the long period between 1840
and 1905, there is considerable variety in styles. The most interesting
building, architecturally spesking, is the unusual house with the
Flemish stepped gables and tower on the southwest corner, at Clinton
Street. Unfortunately, a number of buildings have been needlessly
harmed by the addition of 20th century fronts out of character with
their neighbors. Winston Churchill's mother was born on this block in
a house that is still standing.

SOUTH SIDE

The long side of the corner brick house (described under No. 162
Court Street) was erected in 1840-L1 but only the small windows re-
main to remind us of its age. A shallow three-story building (No. 190),
built before 1855, has a2 20th century vertically ribbed facade that has
unexpected charm as it calls to mind an earlier rural technique. At
Nos. 182-188 the bleak new brick facade with bold parapet roofline com-
pletely defies its surroundings. Built in the 1860s as four buildings,
they were modernized under an Urban Renewal Program, in 1961, before it
became sensitive to the values of neighborhood character.

By contrast, the pair of Italianate brownstone houses of the early
1850s (Nos. 178-180) displays a glorious riot of elaborately carved
stone forms at the parlor floor level, supplemented by the popular cen-
tral wreath design of Italianate ironwork at areaway and stoop. The
entrance doorways of this pair of houses, placed side by side, enhance
the concentration of this decoration in contrast to the surrounding
smooth brownstone. The basement retains its rusticated facade at No. 180.

The last four houses, built in the 1840s, still show vestiges of the
Greek Revival. The modernization of No. 172 has been accomplished with
a sensitive sculptural effect. The westernmost row house (Ho. 166),
built in 1843 for the local gardener Patrick Halegan, retains its rus-
ticated basement and beautiful Greek Revival ironwork, with a magnifi-
cent vertical swirl at the end of the railing.

The splendid corner house (described under No. 219 Clinton Street)
originally erected in 1844 and enlarged late in the century, is set in
unusually large grounds along both streets, fenced in by a beautiful
iron railing of the late Greek Revival style. The impressive character
of this mansion is best seen in the rear view from Amity Street. Here
the three and a helf brick stories mount up a stepped, Flemish style
gable, surmounted by a tower which dominates the skyline of this street.

NORTH SIDE

The two low apartment houses (Nos. 173 & 175) at the corner of
Clinton Street were built in 1900 and illustrate the architectural
influence of the then recent World's Fair at Chicago in their eclec-
ticism. The twin curved bays at the front of No. 175 and at the Clinton
St. end of Wo. 173, rising in limestone four stories high, hark back
to Bullfinch's Federal style in Boston. No. 173 has classical swags
and a semicircular pediment at the roofline, while the two-story bay
windows with their shingled effect and pointed tops derive from the
Queen Anne style. The long Amity Street side of No. 173 is of Roman
brick, relieved by stone bandcourses and a limestone first story with
monumental decor centralized in its columnar entranceway. The handscnme
railings of both buildings have an intricate curving design developed
from the Federal style. The apartment houses were designed for nine
families apiece by the architect Albert Parfitt, for Henry Roth. Their
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AMITY STREET (Nos. 154-198 & 163-211) Betw. Court & Clinton Sts.

low height blends ideally with their earlier brick neighbors on both
sides of the street.

No. 179 is an unusually interesting example of the French Second
Eumpire style as modified by Neo-~Grec decorative motifs. It was built
in 1872-73 as a residence for John Shuster, who had a successful marble
works on the block to the east of this Historic District. A high stoop
with cast iron balustrades rises to a fine pair of carved wood outer
doors, set within an arched stone doorway. Surmounting the entrance
is an impressive pediment, supported by brackets, echoed in the Land-
some pedimented windows of the high mansard. The roof cornice below
the mansard rests on a series of brackets. The triangular pendant, a
popular Neo-Grec motif, is displayed at all levels of the house. The
areaway railing has a fine geometric design of the period.

The pair (Nos. 187-189) and adjoining triplets (os. 191-195) form
an interesting family history, architecturally. William H. Hays
(or Hayes), shipmaster, purchased all the lots in 1847, and immediately
built the pair in the Gothic Revival style and moved into one of them.
Still remaining of this style is the ironwork with pointed Gothic motif,
noteworthy in its intricate and delicate splendor. The other house was
the home of Hays' daughter Annie, wife of the dry goods merchant, Ira
Smith, Jr. The other three houses (Nos. 191-195) were built by Annie
and her sister Sarsh wife of Frederick A. Blossom, a New York naval
stores broker who moved into No. 193 in 1855. Anglo-Italianate in style,
the central projecting dwelling is crowned by a pediment which unified
the three before the roof cornices were removed from the flanking
houses. The handsome rustication of the entrance floor and a bit of
the ironwork are retained at Nos. 193 and 185. The original windows
at the upper stories of No. 191 arc interestingly divided by a central
mullion into two sections, which are arched at the second story.

Winston Churchill‘’s mother, Jennie Jeromeiwas born on January 9,
1854 in the Greek Revival house, No. 197. Acccrding to newly corre-
lated sources (especially the Perris fire insurance map of 1855,
Rode's Wew York City directory of 1854, and Ralph G. Martin's life of
Jennie), her father Leonard Jerome resided at the leased house then
known es Ncv 8 Amity and now as No. 197. The house was built in 1849
for James A. Degraw, ship-chandler. Unfertunately the facade is now
hidden by a modern simulated stone veneer. Remaining from the Jerome
period is the handsome early Greek Revival wrought ironwork at the
stoop, swirling around cast iron newel posts. Similar ironwork is
seen nearby at Ncs. 201 and 203.

AMITY STREET (MNos. 110-152 & only 123-161) Betw. Clinton & Henry Sts.

This pleasant tree.-lined street retains the atmosphere of its
original private residences, though many of the attractive rows of
three or four-story masonry houses have becen discreetly converted to
apartments. At the corners of the blocks the generally uniform height
of the houses is not much changed, as is so often the case. Brick
predominates in this block and, in its varving uses, blends harmonious-
ly with this residential neighborhood. The essential spirit of this
street belongs to the third quarter of the 19th century. The earliest
house (No. 124) dates from a slightly earlier period, as is apparent
from the handsome Greek Revival ironwork of its areaway railing.

SCUTH SIDE

At the south corner of Clinton and Amity Streets stands St. Mary
the Virgin (R.C.) Church (descrited under No. 238-242 Clinton Street).
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AMITY STREET (Nos. 110-152 & only 123-161) Betw. Clinton & Henry Sts.

Intended, When built in 1922, as the basement for a future church,
hence only one story high, its general design and muted gray brick does
not conflict with the dwellings on the block.

A row of nine brownstone houses with high stoops (Nos. 126-142) was
erected in the early 1850s and establishes the quality of the south
side of the street. These houses have the typical round-arched inner
doorways of the Italiasnate style. The original roof cornices, retained
by Nos. 130, 132, 134, 140 and 142 have modillions between very long
paired brackets. At No. 142 have been added elaborate Neo-Grec balus-
trades and newel posts at the stoop. William Beard, a well-known con-—
tractor of New York and Brooklyn, was their builder. He is best known
as the builder and co-owner of the important Erie Basin and of the
Atlantic Basin on the harbor, not far from Cobble Hill,

The handsome French Second Empire house (No. 130) in this
Italianate row is one of the most interesting on Cobble Hill. Its wide
stoop and iron balustrades sweep out graciously to meet octagonal
paneled newels, of which the left one is the original. The basement
is rusticated and the parlor floor windows above it are graced by
delicate foliate brackets under the cornices of their lintels and by
individual stone balconies with balusters. The foliate brackets of
the doorway, similar to those at No. 134 of this row, are now unfor-
tunately covered with smooth stucco. In 1862 this house was purchased
by Cornelius J. Sprague for his residence. He was a merchant on
Pearl Street who was on the first Board of Commissioners for the
laying out of Prospect Park. It was this Board which selected
Olmsted and Vaux as the landscape architects. Undoubtedly it was
Sprague who added the outstanding mansard roof to No. 130 with its
large dormer windows crowned by low arched pediments; its graceful
iron roof cresting is still silhouetted against the sky. Also belong-
ing to this French Empire period are the outstandingly beautiful inner
and outer double doors with arched transoms, which have elaborate
carvings executed in high relief and are cnframed by twisted moldings
of floral design.

The two westernmost houses tell a different story. UNo. 12k is the
carliest house on the street, built at mid-century of brick with stone
trim. The original contrast of materials is now lost as the entire
facade has been painted gray. This house is transitional in charac-
ter as shown by the stone doorway, the diminutive cornices over the
window lintels and the splendid ironwork at the areaway which are
Greek Revival, while the unusual arabesque motifs in iron, at each
step of the stoop, and the round-arched doors are Italianate. The
adjoining house (No. 122), built in 1855-60, retains as an indication
of its original Italianate style the segmental-arched openings of its
windows and entrance and the carved enframement of its outer doorway.
It is now used as a clinic.

The richly adorned red brick building, with stone and terra cotta
trim, at No. 110 Amity Street (southeast corner of Henry Street) is
the Dudley Memorial, erected in 1902. Both in its style, echoing
that of a small French Renaissance palace, and in its three-story
height, this building blends well with the residential character of
the block. Quoins of masonry and the rich trim around the windows,
adorned with swags, find special emphasis at the central tier above
the entrance. The elaborately bracketed roof cornice is of sheet-
metal painted to simulate stone. A small loggia, with unfluted Doric
columns, is set back on the roof deck. The Dudley Memorial was de- )
signed as a student nurses home by William C. Hough, a New York archi-
tect, for Henry W. Maxwell who planned it as a gift to the Long Island
College Hospital, in memory of its original Council member, Dr. William
H. Dudley. The Dudley Memorial now serves as a Pediatric Disabilities
Center.
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AMITY STREET (Nos. 110~152 & only 123-161) Betw. Clinton & Henry Sts.

NORTH SIDE

At the northeast end, the Historic District starts with a greensward
(Nos. 123-127), which complements thz open space across the street.

Most of the houses on the north-$ide of the:street were designed
in the Neo-Grec style, so popular when they were built, between the
years 1875 and 1881. Many variations in the design of this style are
displayed here. The triangular bay window, four stories high, at No.
141, is particularly notable. The three houses, Nos. 129-133 are all
that: remain of a row of ten which originally extended to the Henry
Street corner.

The earliest houses on the north side are a pair near mid-block
(Nos. 137-139), built in the late 1850s in the Italianate style.
Typical is the thick central muntin of the window sash, still extant
at No. 137. The curved Italianate ironwork is also to be seen at No.
137 in an unusually elaborate design at stoop, areaway and at the
balconies of both parlor windows. Unusuzal jigsaw notifs of wood adorn
the fascias of the roof cornices 2t both houses.

A row of six narrow Neo-Grec houses with mansard roofs (Nos. 1h3-
153) illustrate their original appearance with high stoops and iron
balustrades rising to meet their dignified and elaborate stone door-
ways. The original double entrance doors, with panels and an in-
teresting boss motif, may be seen at No. 143. The roof cornice of
each house is supported by a series of brackets of delicate Neo--Grec
design. The row's original mensard roofs have hexagonal tiles, which
give it a textural quality, and also handsome pedimented dormer win-
dows. At No. 147 is an unusually successful alteration to basement
entrance. This row was built in 1875-76 by E. L. Patchen. He was a
member of the Patchen family who were such prominent landowners on
Cobble Hill in the earlier part of the century.

The most recently built houses on the north side are at the
eastern end of the street and are built of brick. No. 155, erected
in 1903, is very retardataire with its Queen Anne style windows that
were popular two decades earlier. It has a pair of two-story poly -
gonal bay windows of wood, supported on stone corbels of basket--like
form, decorated with cartouche designs.

Adjoining it stands a fine corner town house (described under
No. 236 Clinton Street) which on its Amity Street side presents a low
gable, with central arched window, and also bay windows. Horizontal
stone bandcourses lend it an appearance of strength, while gtained
glass transoms above the windows, such as may be seen at No. 155, give
it an air of costly elegance.
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ATLANTIC AVENUE

Intimately connected with the story of Cobble Hill is Atlantic Avenue.
In fact, the famous conical-shaped hill "Ponkiesbergh’ or "Cobble Hill"
of Revolutionary renown, where the fort once stood, is now the approximate
site of the South Brooklyn Savings Bank, at the corner of Court Street.

District Street formed the southernmost boundary of The Village of
Brooklyn, as 1n?orporated in 1816. Later the name was changed to Atlantic
Street of shopping fame and still later to Atlantic Avenue.

The land south of Joralemon's Lane, now Joralemon Street, was generally
known as South Brooklyn and included the land surrounding present-day
Atlantic Avenue. Here, at the East River end of the Avenue, were the
Livingston properties and that of Ralph Patchen. Patchen's farm was
later subdivided and Charles Hoyt acquired much property along the Avenue.

Th? story of the phenomenal growth and development of South Brooklyn,
Atlantic Street and the Cobble Hill neighborhood is inextricably linked
with the introduction of ferry service to New York. As early as 1825,
Charles Hoyt, a local resident, and his business associates who were
active in the development of South Brooklyn, particularly along Atlantic
Street, petitioned the Corporation of the City of New York to establish
a ferry service between 01d Slip, Manhattan, and the Joralemon Street
Dock in Brooklyn. This move was vigorously opposed by the landholders
of Manhattan who feared that the opening up of Brooklyn for real estate
development would endanger the value of their own lots. They contended
that a previous agreement with the Town of Brooklyn forbade the estab-
lishment of any service south of the Fulton Street Ferry. Finally, in
1833, it was propcsed that with the payment of $4,000 per annum a ferry
could be built south of Fulton Ferry. At this point, a new objection
was brought up, the predecessor of today's Non-Resident Income Tax. It
was announced that no additional ferry service could be even coutemplated
until the tax law should be so altered as to tax the inhabitants of
Brooklyn, doing business in that City, upon their personal capital in
the City of New York.

In 1834, Brooklyn was incorporated as a city and in September of
the following year a lease was granted for ferry service from Whitehall
Slip, New York, to Atlantic Street in Brooklyn at a yearly rental of
$1,000.00. The South Ferry was not put in service, however, until 16
May 1836. At the same time, a new railroad to Jamaica had been authorized
to use Atlantic Street as early as September 183k, but service on the
Jamaica Railroad was not inaugurated until January 1836. The establish-
ment of railroad service from Long Island and of ferry service to
Menhattan made possible the delivery of produce from rural Long Island
to outlets in the markets of New York. The new ferry also provided
easy commutation to Manhattan for residents of Cobble Hill and, con-
versely, introduced as new landowners residents of New York who welcomed
the opening up of a new suburb where they could afford to buy, build,
or rent a home.

The western portion of Atlantic Avenue, from Court Street to the
harbor, became one of the finest commercial areas in Brooklyn in the
early 1840s through the 1880s. Here was a fine bank, a large dry-goods
establishment and many small shops. We are apt to think of Fulton
Street as the main fashionable shopping center of Brooklyn, yet we are
reminded by James H. Callender in his book, Yesterdays in Brooklyn
Egigh}g_(l927 ), how important some of the stores on Atlantic Avenue
were: ~Something quite unique in our community were the Saturday morn-
ing gatherings at Journeay and Burnham's, the dry goods shop on
Atlantic Avenue, where all the ladies from Brooklyn Heights went with
their shiny black shopping books, in which the week's purchases were
written up. This was all accomplished under the genial supervision of
Mr. Burnham, who constituted himself a reception committee on these
occasions, the more retiring Mr. Journeay remaining safely in the back-~
ground. No store ever offered finer wares than this emporium..." By
the early 1890s this delightful store had moved to Flatbush Avenue
near Fulton Street, as did so many others, giving way to the furniture
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ATLANTIC AVENUE

stores, small shops and warehouses we see today. Nevertheless, a fine
bank and much interesting architecture remains on this broad sunny
thoroughfare to remind us that the old Atlantic Avenue is now in a po-

sition to join in the current renaissance of the Cobble Hill Historic
District.

ATLANTIC AVENUE (Nos. 158-206) Betw. Court & Clinton Sts.

SOUTH SIDE

Occupying a conspicuous corner site, at the intersection of
Atlantic Avenue and Court Street, is the handsome South Brooklyn
Savings Bank (described under Nos. 128-130 Court Street). Separated
from it by an open lot and a new one-story store, stands a handsome
four-story commercial building (No. 180) with cast iron front, built
in 1873 for M. Spader. Everything in this building is original, ex-
cept the store front itself, set within the original end posts and with
Neo-Grec bracketed cornice above. The three windows at each floor are
separated by smooth pilasters which rise through three stories, inter--
rupted only by small beaded bands above the window lintels. The arched
corbels, which form the shoulders of the window lintels at the two
upper floors, provide a rich crowning feature. The Neo~Grec design of
the roof cornice is typical of the period.

The adjoining five buildings (Nos. 170-178) are all that remains
of a fine residential row of eight Gothic Revival houses erected in
1846 for Elizabeth Rapeleye. By 1860, three of the houses were al-
ready semi-commercial properties, with stores, reflecting the changing
character of the street. Nos. 170-1T4 still retain traces of their
Gothic Revival label moldings above the window lintels, now shaved
until they are flush with the wall. The original three-story height
is still retained at the two end houses of the row and two houses
still have stoops.

A large, handsome, commercial building of brick with brownstone
trim at Nos. 16L4-168 bears the date 1859 in its low gable. This is
somewhat misleading, since the structure is actually composed of two
sections built at different times, united by similar bracketed roof
corncies: No. 166-168 was erected in 1856-60, while No. 164 was not
built until 1864. The structure, designed in a simplified version of
the Italianate style, has a quiet dignity enhanced by the central gable
of the larger unit, the bracketed roof cornices and the stone guoins.

A more appropriate store front might have been designed for this fine
building had it then been under the contols of an Historic District.

On the corner of Clinton Street still stands the original home of
the South Brooklyn Savings Bank, now housed in the fine Italian
Renaissance style building at the other end of the block (described
under Nos. 128-130 Court Street ). Though stripped of its once hand-
some roof balustrade and remodeled beyond recognition at ground floor
level, the original Neo-Grec bank building of 1871 still retains much
of its noble vigor. It was designed by E. L. Roberts and was built
of Tuckahoe marble; its interiors were reputedly finished with rate
marbles and handsome black walnut woodwork. The vault was constructed
of granite blocks mortised out to receive cannon balls between each
pair so that the stones could not be forced out of alignment without
demolishing the entire wall. The building was described as a "land-
mark"™ in what was then the leading retail section of Brooklyn. Its
once fine facade, now defaced by fire escapes, formerly contained,
above a high basement, an imposing central doorway flanked by columns
that supported the bajcony of a pedimented window which was also en=-
framed by columns. The central windows on the third and fourth floors
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ATLANTIC AVENUE (Nos. 158-206) Betw. Court & Clinton Sts.

were variants of the Palladian theme, with paneléd pilasters on each
side. The building was strikingly crowned by a pedimental feature
set above the balustrade which once adorned the roof. Early photo-
graphs show us what we have lost through a succession of degrading
alterations.

ATLANTIC AVENUE (Nos. 112-156) "Betw. Clinton & Henry Sts.

SOUTH SIDE

The narrow corner building, No. 156, extends halfway down the block
on Clinton Street. Brick-faced on this side and trimmed with stone
quoins, the Atlantic Avenue front is given importance by its stone
veneer and by quoins. Erected before 1860, it replaced a small resi-
dence which still stood here in 1855. Despite alterations, the build-
ing still displays the segmental-arched window heads typical of the
Italianate style. A new store front, though restrained in design,
is completely out of character with this rather elegant front.

Adjoining No. 156 is a row of ten very simple, four-story brick
houses (Nos. 136-15L4) built in three sections, each group progres-
sively lower to conform with the downward slope of the street. The
houses still retain their Greek Revival proportions and some typical
details. They were erected in 1848-52; their retention of the Greek
Revival style at this late date is typical of the conservatism of
many of the builders of Cobble Hill. Alone of the row, Nos. 152 and
154 still retain diminutive cap moldings at the windows of the second
and third floors. Except for Nos. 136, 138 and 150, all the buildings
still have their handsome roof cornices with brick fasciae. No. 140
is the only one to retain wood panels under the parlor windows; else-
where, they have been bricked up. The row was originally built with
stores. Today these stores, with the exception of Nos. 138, 410 and
152, present a polyglot disarray of shapes and sizes and signs, no
two of which are alike. Tn 1966-1967 No. 134 was reduced to a one-
story building, the result of the razing of its two upper floors.

No. 130 is still a handsome building despite drastic alterations
at street level. TItalianate in style, this four-story brownstone of
the late 1850s has impressively pedimented windows and a bracketed,
dentiled roof cornice. Its air of dignity reflected its original use
--it was the Brooklyn branch office of the City Bank, now known as
the First National City Bank.

Next to it stand the fine stone-fronted buildings at Nos. 12L-
128 which once housed the largest dry-goods store in the area,
Journeay & Burnham. In his History of Kings County (188k4), Henry R.
Stiles wrote: '"In 1884, Journeay & Burnham who had been clerks with
Hall (Brooklyn's first jobber), opened a store on Atlantic Avenue,
end in 1851, removed to their present location at No. 126. They
began in a small way, with one salesman and one boy, but now have over
two hundred employees. Their trade has always been confined to dry
goods alone." Thay expanded their store on Court Street and in 1879
erected a large annex at the rear (described under Nos. 121-125
Pacific Street). The Court Street building, with a fine stone front,
has segmental-arched windows which retain their molded lintels at
the second story. The building is quite similar to No. 156, at the
Clinton Street end of the block, but is much grander. In style it
still retains its Italianate flavor, tinged with French Second
Empire overtones. The ground floor still has the large display win-
dows, so well suited to their original purpose, supported on tall,
slender, square-shaped columns.
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ATLANTIC AVENUE (Nos. 112-156) Betw. Clinton & Henry Sts.

Nos. 120-122, although remodeled beyond recognition, were also
originally erected in the mid-19th century. A gasoline filling sta-
tion occupies the corner at Henry Street and, with Historic District
controls, might have been considerably improved in order to harmonize
with its surroundings.

ATLANTIC AVENUE (only Nos. 86-110) Betw. Henry & Hicks Sts.

SOUTH SIDE

On the southwest corner of Henry Street and Atlantic Avenue
stands a large four-story structure (Nos. 108-110) built in the mid-
19th century with stores at street level. The overall simplicity of
this many-windowed building is enhanced by its simple cornice of 190k,
when the windows were also replaced. Cast iron stars, representing
the ends of iron tie-rods, enliven the plain wall surfaces. This
building has a very long front along the west side of Henry Street
with an entrance door (No. 316) at its southernmost end. Three fire
escapes, two on Henry Street, serve this building.

Nos. 104 and 106 were built in 1876 for Louise C. Read and dis-
play the quite charming and then fashionable segmental-arched window
heads. Unfortunately, the original roof cornices have been replaced
by low brick parapets. Two similar buildings (Nos. 100 and '102),
built in 1850 for Russell H. Wevins, a New York broker and banker,
and Edward L. Frost, were later unified under a paneled cornice with
a central swagged feature reflecting the new classicism which emerged
in the 1890s. The remodeled stores share a common cornice supported
by small, evenly spaced brackets. These fronts have been painted,
like so many of the others in the block, with their simple stone lin-
tels picked out in white. The muntined windows Lkave been replaced by
single pane units.

Among the best preserved buildings on the avenue are Nos. 9498,
also built in 1851-53 for Russell H. Nevins. Supporting the metal
roof cornice is the interestingly designed corbeled brickwork, remini-
scent oOf the early phase of the Romanesque Revival. Most remarkable
are the stores, especially No. 98, which remains virtually unchanged,
with two shop windows united under a later 19th century, very fine,
Neo~Grec cornice.

The innate conservatism of local builders is illustrated by the
adjoining buildings (Nos. 86-88, 90 and 92), erected in 1851. They
still retain their essentially Greek Revival character in spite of the
addition of a fifth floor at No. 92. Although the ground floor stores
have had conventional windows with high sills substituted for the
original large show windows, the dentiled roof cornice and short brick
fascia, typical of the Greek Revival style, remain at No. 90.

The rest of the block is outside the Historic District. The build-
ings within the District still impart an interesting 19th century
ckaracter to this section of Atlantic Avenue as it slopes down to the
waterfront, where a handsome little mansard-roofed ferry house once
closed the end of the avenue.
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BALTIC STREET (Ncs, 212-260 & 213-261) Betw, Ccurt © Clintcn Sts.

This pleasant residential strecet displays a surprisingly uniform
appearance and, near the ends, the varicty ¢f cne tc five sturies in
height. It emphasizes the almcst ccntinucus ccrnice-line and high stcops
cf the three-stcry brick dwellings of the mid-19th century. It is thus
intercsting as an example ¢f cenfcrmity, ¢r plenned unit develcpment by in-
dividual cwners and builders. Of speciel interest, cn the scuth side near
Clinton Street, is a ccmplex ¢f three dwellings designed tc fcrm a single
architectural unit. The stecp pediment at its center adds piquancy tc the
skyline ¢f the blcck, Designed criginally as cne-family residences, mcst
hcuses cn this strect have undergene intericr alteraticns tc fcrm an apart-
ment at each flccr, The strectts Italian, Irish and Pucrtc Rican inhabi-
tents, many cf them leng-term residents c¢f Ccbble Hill, display pride in
their blcck and its imprcving trend. ‘

SCUTH SIDE:

Ccmpariscn ¢f the threce-stcry hcuses av the ccrners of Baltic and
Ccurt Strecets emphasizes the lower preperticns and earlier date c¢f the
hcuse cn the scuth cerner. It belengs tc the late Greck Revival pericd of
the late 1840s and was designed fcr a stcre at sidewalk level (described
under Nc. 232 Ccurt Street).

Th¢ Red Heck--Gewanus Health Center (Ncs. 2L8-250) risces sercnely
abcve several private cne-car garages. The Center, five stcries high, is
ccnstructed of stecne in the clean straightfcrward lines typical cf its
1936 date, with dcer details derived frcm the French Expesiticn des Arts
Deecratifs,

A pair of five-stcry apartment hcuses (Nes, 2L0-2L2), cf yellcw brick
with brawnstene trim, dates from 1891. They are graced by their criginal
dcuble multi-paneled dcers and a classical rccf ccrnice.

The neighbcring resideness ccmmence with a rcw of five (Nes. 230-238),
cnly cne cf which has been ccnverted tc basement entrance. These brick
hcuses cf the carly 1850s are transiticnal in style, built acccrding tc the
same design as Nes. 239-2L9 acrcss the way, and are discussed with them.

Of special architectural significancc ¢n the scuth side is thc fine
ccmplex cf three dwellings (Nes. 224-228), designed as a single architcc-
tural unit in the Anglc-Italianate stylcee Abcve a first stery of rustica-
ted brcwnstcne, rise twe stcries of brick with brcwnstcne trim, surmcunt?d
by a multi-bracketcd rccf ccrnmice with an intricate jigsaw mctif deccrating
the fascize. The central dwelling is emphasized by a slight fcrward pom
jecticn and a pediment. This central unit still rcetains within cach windcw
cpening the criginal central mullicn that scparates twe long Itglianata
windcws, which are arched except at the first flccr.e Alsc retained here
arc the ultra-lcng parler flccr windcws, which rise directly from the rue-
ticated brcwnstcne base. All three dccrways are squarcheaded and sur?cunded
by rcpe mcldings, The inner dccrway at Ne. 226 is sct back in 2 vestibule
and is enframed by a spiral fcliate mcldinge The intcresting crigina} arca-
way railing at the right-hand hcuse kas unfcrtunately been partially im-
bedded in ccnerete. Flanking mascnry cf the typically lcw stceps have re-
placed ircnwcrk. This ccmplex was apparently built fcr the develcper,

Anscn Blake, whe had bcught the lcts, and can be dated abcut 1854~1856.

An exnamplec ¢f inapprcpriate mcdernizaticn is seen at Ne. 222. A gray
brick vencer with randem textured bricks ncw covers the entire facade in-
cluding a rccf parapet. On the basis ¢f the dccrway, it was cnce a transi-
ticnal style hcuse of arcund 1850, At the corner is the lcng side cf the
fcur-stcry brick hcuse (described under No. 281 Clintcn Strect).
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BALTIC STREET (WNos, 212-260 & 213-261) Betw. Court & Clinton Sts.

NORTH SIDE:

The two houses facing the western end of this street (Wos, 221-223)
together with the corner house (described under Nos. 271-279 Clinton
Street), represent the development in 1847 of his corner tract by Thomas
Sullivan, owner and local builder. The Baltic Street houses retain their
fine Greck Revival ironwork at areaway and stoop including, at No. 221,
the original newel posts around which each stoop railing swirls, Noe 223
retains the low stone pediment with stone molding over its doorway lintel.
No, 221 was originally only two stories high; the rooflines of both houses
have been raised and altered, A four-story light-colored brick apartment
house of 1911 at Noe 225, has decorations showing classical influence of
its periode The architect was Thomas Bennett.

The remainder of the block (Nos. 227-253), up to Court Street, is in
essence a row, built in the early 1850s either singly or in groups.
They are three~-story brick houses with brownstone trim and bracketed
roof cornices. In the transitional style of the period, they are basi-
cally early Italianate with some details surviving from the Greck Revival
styles The very attractive pair at Nos, 233-235, built 1851-52, is set
off by the beautiful curved cast iron Italianate ironwork at stoop and
areaways. Earliest of the groups on this side, this pair, as would be
expected displays the smallcr proportions of its period, and has a brick
facing at the basements, Of the group of thrce on the left, No. 227 retains
Greek Revival sidelights flanking the front door. Two of this group have
rusticated brownstone basements, Typically early Italianate are the pro-
jecting brownstone cornices supported on brackets over the doorways of all
five houses (Nos., 227-235). The next house (No. 237), erccted 1853-5L by
the owner Ewout Van Saun, a stairbuilder, is characterized by a distinc-
tive curvilinear cap molding of brownstone over its doorway lintel, a de-
sign popular on Cobble Hill.

The groups comprising Nos. 239-2L% and Nos, 230-238 across the street
were built in the early 1850s according to the same design. Basically
early Italianate in style, the doorways are surmounted by low pediments,
reminiscent of the Greek Revival period, supported on Italianate brackets.
The distinctive carving of the brackets is kest seen on the south side and
also at No, 243. While there is an occasional brick basement, the rustica-
ted basement predominates. The original beautifully paneled pair of front
doors is retained at No., 241, At the same house is seen the most complete
original curwed Italianste ironwork on the stoop and at the areaway. This
ironwork is also partly retained at No. 2L9 and, though nceding resetting,
at No. 230. The graciousness of these rows has been thoughtlessly impaired
by the replacing of so much of the ironwork with concrete walls. The last
two houscs on the east end (Nos. 251-253) have been covered by a simulated
rough stone veneer, and only the lines of the windowsills remain to show
that they werc once part of the same long rowe.

The house on the north corncr was once part of a row of the early

1850s on Court Strecet. Combined with a low cextension of 1872, it now faces
Baltic Strecet as No. 255 and has been completely redesigned amd stuccoed.

BALTIC STREET (Nos. 168-210 & 1€5-211) Betw, Clinton & Henry Sts.

This strect offers a plcasant air of domestic relaxation derived frem
the rclative homogeneity of rows of three and four-story brick houses of
the mid-19th century. It also offers the varicty and intcrest of different
styles and of an architect-designed house that is carly for Cobble Hill.
With corner stores and a school, it secems like a self-contained community.
The open school playground occupying about a third of the south side adds
to the feeling of sunshine and spaciousness of the strcet.
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BALTIC STRIET (Nos. 168-210 & 165-211) Betw. Clinton & Henry Sts.

SCUTH SIDE

Among the interesting features of the three and a half story brick
house on the corner (also described at No. 300 Clinton Street) is the gable
roofline over its lcng Baltic Street side, a feature seldom seen to such
advantage. Built in the mid-18L0s with a corner store at street level, the
Clinton Street facade is otherwise more characteristic of its Greek Revival
style. Its two-story rear extension, added in 1900, is followed by a house
(No. 202) that retains only its long parlor floor windows as an indication
of its mid-19th century age.

The next four houses (Nos. 194-200), of brick with brownstone trim and
basements, likewise have low gable rooflines at all but one. They retain a
fine Greek Revival doorway at No., 200 and, at No. 198, a brick fascia and
dentiled roof cornice. Added at No, 198 are interesting dormer windows and
Queen Anne sunburst carvings over the basement windows. These four houses
are all that are left of a row of eleven houses, built by Jacob Carpenter,
a local carpenter, before he went bankrupt in 18L46.

The present large playground is followed by P.S. No. 29, formerly the
J. M. Harrigan Junior High School (described under Nos. L413-431 Henry
Street), which was erected in 1918 at the end of the block.

NCRTH SIDE

The three brick houses at the Henry Strect corner (Nos. 165-169) were
originally part of a solid row of nine houses in Greek Revival style, ex-
tending through Nc. 181. The row, built in 1837-39, is now interrupted by
a mid-1960s house of the same size (No. 171). Decorative features were
acded to the pair.at the corncr toward the end of the 19th century, in the
form of classical garlands on the rocf cornices and wreaths, and a sun-
burst over each doorway.

Of this row, No. 159 and Nos., 173-181 still show their Greek Revival
simplicity; and being built in 1637-39 they represent the earliest long row
on Cobble Hill. They arc unified by their continuous dentiled rocf cornice
and all but No. 181 retain their dignified doorways flanked by stone pilas-
ters supporting an entablature., Although No. 181 has becen converted to a
basement entrance, it continues in sympathy with the row through its Greek
Revival areaway railing. Stoops with similar railings have been interest-
ingly adapted to the slight slope of the street with varying heights and
presence or absence of a stoop platform. No. 179 best represents the ori-
ginal appcarance with rusticated brownstonec bascment and, at the foot of
the stoop, a pair of hish circular stonc pedestals supporting tall iron
torcheres, of which the one at the left is still complcte. No. 177 alone
retains its long parlor window openings. The development of this long row
was initiated by Anson Blake, 2 wealthy merchant of Brooklyn who, finan-
cially embarrassed by the panic of 1837, mortgaged and then sold it in 1838
to Henry Winthrop Sargent, a merchant of New York who finished the houses.
This row of nine houses, when taxed in 1840 to Sargent, was occupied by dif-
ferent tcnants. The fact that there were three tenants in one of these
houses might indicatec an carly example of multi-family usc, or morc likely a
boarding house.

The new housc at No. 171 that now interrupts this Greek Revival row was
designed to simulate the Federal style, Apparently the owner thought the
Cobble Hill community of urban houscs to bc that ancient. Had the controls
of the Commission becn then in effect, details of the design might have been
more appropriately related to its surroundings.

Designed to meet different financial brackets are thrce houses (Nos.
185-189) erected in 1853-5k by Thomas S. Purdy, builder. Nos. 187 and 189,
only 15 and 15 fect wide, are still of brick, while No., 185 is 21 feet wide
and has been stuccoed. They are unified by Italianate roof cornices of the
same design, with simple wood brackets paired between windows. The
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BALTIC STREET (Nos. 168-210 & 165-211) Boetw. Glinton & Henry Sts.

Italianate arched ironwork is retained by No. 185 at both stoop and arca-
way and terminates at tall cast iron newel posts. The ironwork, of an un-
usual design, has a ring at center of each spindle. Unfortunately at No.
189, this ironwork on the stoop has been partially imbedded in concretc.
Nos., 187 and 189 arc unusual in having brick rusticated basements.

Typical of thc late Greeir Revival style of the 18L0s is the ironwork
that sets off the next brick house (No., 191). Notice especially the cast
pattern of square mctifs at the base of the areaway railing, so distinct
from the fret motif cf the row near Henry Strcct., The pediments at the
parlor flocr windows and doorway were added later in the century as shown
by their incised foliate and rosette motifs of the Neo-Grece period,

Cobble Hill is the fortunate pcssessor of a row of Gothic Revival
houscs at Nos. 193-201; of which No, 197 still displays the characteristic
drip or labcl moldinss over the windows and also over the doorway where it
has an intcresting transitional pcdimented shape. The houses arc of brick
with brownstone trim, and No. 195 rctains its rusticated bascment. One
house has lost its detailing and has been ccvered by a stucco finish simu-
lating brownstone; anothoer has suffered a drastic change in parlor windows,
which should be floor-length as they are in the other hcuses. The entire
row displays beautiful ironwork at arcaway and stoop, though unfcrtunatcly
partially imbedded in conerete at Noe. 197 The Gothic Revival ironwork is
of an unusual design with trefoil shaped curved tops and quatrefoil cen-
tral inserts. This rcw was accepted by Michael Markey, a local carpenter
and builder who lived just outside the District and purchased the lots in
1848, A lien of $129.15 placed in 1852 seems to indicatc that the houses
were being crected or were alrecady finished. It is also evidence that
builders could function withcut much capital.

The handsome five-story brick building at No. 203, which was designed
by Richard M. Upjohn, was ercct:d in 1893 as an annex to the ccrner house
(discussed under Ne. 296 Clinten Street), built in 1842-43 for his father,
the architect Richard Upjchn. The son Richard M. Upjohn had designed the
well known gates of Greenwocd Cemetery., This amnex is Remanesque Revival
in style, its lowoer storics have bold-faced stcne bandcourses scrving as
window lintels, and the triple windows of its top story arc cncased in
large brick arches. A galvanized iron bay window extends up three storics.
Decorabvive foaturcs sympathctically continuc some of the lines of the cri-
ginal corner house. In sharp ccntrast tc the overall ruggedncss is the ex-
tremc delicacy of the ironwerk beth at the fire cscapes and at the entrance
to No. 203, with a marquec, which serves both buildings. The corner house
had alrcady been converted to multi-family usc befcore the annex was built.

BALTIC STRiIZT (Nos, 126-166 & 127-163) Botw. Henry & Hicks Sts.

This strcet has a satisfying character and human scale, imparted by
the scene which changes from four story buildings at the east end to three
at center and six storics at the west end, and with bay windows, ircn bal-
cenics and a turrct as accents. The cntire block on the north side was the
home of Parmecnus Johnson, whose farm extended from the bay to Court Street,
and the Greek Revival heuse of his daughtor is the earlicst surviving on
this strect. Scciclogically and architecturally, the mest intercsting de-
velopment is at the west end of this strect, where beth small houses and -
apartment buildings werc crectod for the working classes in 1876-1879.

SOUTH SIDEA
No. 156, a low extension to the hcuse at the Henry Street corner, has
an interesting bay.windcw at the sccond stery and a Neo=Grec cornice cver

the store window and side dcor. Following this are three-stery houses of
the carly 1850s. No. 148 rctains its original window sash with hecavy
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BALTIC STRIET (Ncs.e 126-166 & 127-163) Betw., Henry & Hicks Stse.

central muntin; No. 146 has its splendidly crnate Italiznate ircnwerk at
both stocp and arcaway; and No. 142 has handscme early windows with deli-
cate muntins and an unusual rocf cornice with classical heads at the basc
of each brackct. The six-story brick apartment buildings, Nes. 126, 13L-
136 and 138-140, built in 1876-77, arc part cf the carlicst sccticns cf

A. T. White's housing develcpment for the werking classcs (described umder
Nos. L39-LL5 Hicks Street). On the Baltic Strcoet side are bay windcws
that risc cn center at alternate flccrs,

NCRTH SID&

The six-story brick apartment buildings, with entry at No. 129, were
built in 1878~79 as part of A. T. White's development for the working
classcs (described under Nos. 417-L435 Hicks Street). The Baltic Strect
side is c¢nlivened by metal balecnies becth under windows and between pro-
jecting seccticns. Twin houses thrce storics high (Nos. 139-141 and Nose
145-147) flank cither side cf the private ccurt known as Warren Place and
are likewise part of A, T. White!s develcpment for the working classes
(described under Warren Place). Their brick bays rise frem the foundaticn
of the basement up tc the rocfline. These hcuses arc enlivened by a hand-
scme use of crnamental brickwcrk. The pairced stocps and arcaways arc cn-
hanced by arched ircnwork which shows Italienate influence.

Sct back frcem the sidewalk is the cnly carly hcuse cn the street (Nce
149), built in the Grock Revival style with fine ircnwork at the stocp and
areaway. It was the hame ¢f Cornclius B. Bergen, a Fulten Street greeer,
and cf his wife Catherine, whom he had marricd in 1836. It was deeded tc
her eight ycars latcer by her father, P-rmcnus Jchnscn. It was Johnsonts
heirs whc in 1877 socld the west twc—-thirds cf the blcek to Alfred Te White
fcr his hcusing develcpment. Noo 149 was cnce conly two and a half stcries
high, as indicated by the brick fascia above the secend flocr windcws.

It still rcteins its very handscme inner docrway; here its pilasters are
crcwned with palmettc capitals which are cmphasized abcve by encircled stars
on the deccrated transcm bar. In varicus parts cf the facade, the beauty cf
this stylc has becen necdlessly harmed by effcrts te mcdernize the housee

Belonging tc the late 19th coentury arc the last two apartment houses
cn the blecks Nco, 151, built in 1888 tc housc eight families, interest-
ingly expresscs the Rcmancsque Revival style in its large rcund arches cof
radial brick, These arches are echeed at the middle ¢f the corner apart-
ment hcuse (Nc. 159) which alsc has a ticr ¢f pancled shectmetal bay
windcws rising thrcugh the upper stcries.
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CHEEVER PLACE (Nos. 1-61 & 2-63) Betw. Degraw & Kane Sts.

This residential street has the "long vista" of uniformity, as it
is composed almost entirely of three-story brick houses of the 1850s
built in short rows. The human quality and charm of this street are de-
rived from this uniform low height, from the simple straightforward ex-
pression of the houses, and also from the abundance of arched Italianate
ironwork., A feeling of openness is added by the garden near the north
end and by empty lots near the middle., There isS a pair of very early
apartment houses in the southern portion- of the east sidec.

EAST SIDE

The pair of apartment houses at Nos. L3-L5 is of exceptional interest
as one of New York City's early apartment buildings. Built in 1873 for
Thomas Clyne, they represent the then new fashionable mode of living on
one floor., They were designed to form one architectural composition and
are framed by stone quoins. Each is four stories high and four windows
wide, with a doorway literally squeezed in at the center between the
windows. Built of brick, they are a retardataire expression of the
Italianate style with segmental-arched lintels over all openings and with
large brackets supporting the roof cornices,.

To the left and to the right of this pair of apartment houses, short
and long rows of dignified houses extend the length of this blockfront.
Offering slight variations of a simple Italianate style, their charm lies
in their straightforward expression and in the arched ironwork, in differ-
ent patterns, on many of the stoops. A block like this is cspecially
harmed when the handsome ironwork is removed and too often replaced by
over-heavy stucco walls for the stoops (as at Nos. 23, 27, 37, 55 and 59)
and even worse when a simulated stone venecr is added (as at Nos. 27 and
29). It is through guiding the design of details such as this that the
Commission can be of aid in retaining charm and character. No. 53 also
has attractive guard rails at its parlor windows. Most of these houses
still have above their doorways a corniced slab supported by brackets,
long or short, carved or simple. Corniced pediments, however, appear at
the two southernmost houses, of which No., 57 retains all its gracious de-
taile At the north end of the strect, a simpler lower row of houses re-
tains low stoops with the original ironwork (at Nos. 11-15) and also
unusually decp platforms which cnhance their usefulness for outdoor
sitting.

WEST SIDE

The handsome Greek Revival house at No. 12 stands out in this street
becausc of its diffcrent style. Together with No. 10, they are the
earliest houses on this stroct, built about 1839 for Ann Cortelyou and
Benjamin Curtis, respectivcly, for rental income. The dignified beauty
of its outer stone ‘doorway, with engaged fluted Doric columns supporting
an entablaturec, is enhanced by thc pancled, stepped wing walls of the
stoop. The inner doorway (with sidelights covered), the rusticated base-
ment, the arcaway railing and the dentiled roof cornice are likewise re-
tained. The tragedy of thoughtless repair work is apparent at No. 10
which has lost its charactcr behind a simulated brick vencer. At No. 1k
the handsome Greck Revival inner doorway with side lights is enhanced by
the graceful railing at the stoop.

An interesting Anglo-Italianate row of narrow houses at Nos. 16-20
retains vestiges of its original style including a handsome cntrance floor
of rusticated stonc pierced by round-arched opcnings for doorway and
window, The window lintcls in the brick upper floors at No. 16 have
segmental-arched cornices of varying design, while the roof cornice rests
on very long brackets. The low stoop has sturdy arched Italianatc hand-
railings at Nos. 13 and 20.

Originally one of a pair, No., 30 is a Neo-Grec apartment house built
in 188L4. Four stcrics high and the tallest building on the block, it was
designed by M. Je Morrill for Thomas HMoran. The brick facade contrasts
with the light-colored stone lintels and the bandcourses usually associated
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CHEEVER PLACE (Nos. 1-61 % 2-68) Betw. Degraw & Kane Sts.

with this stylc. The architcct succeeded in introducing the central
doorway by drawing togcther under a double lintel the two windows that
flank it on each sidc.

The southern part of the block repeats the Italianate theme of the
east side of the street; with more original handrailings rcmaining at the
stoopse. Nos. 48 and 8l retain their original rusticatcd brownstone base-
ments.
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CLINTON STRZET (Nos. 185-199 & 204-220) Betw. Pacific St. & Atlantic Ave.

The increased size and height of so many of the buildings on this
block mark the transition from a residential area to a commercial dis-
trict on Atlantic Avenue. Only the east side retains the familiar ap-
pearance of the Cobble Hill residential district. Just north of the
houses, a bold commercial structure towers over them. On the west side,
at the Atlantic Street corner, a deep commercial building occupies almost
one-half the block, while two large apartment houses fill most of the
rest, extending through to the Pacific Street corner. A narrow apartment
house fills the space between these two buildings.

EAST SIDE

Of the three-story row of four town houses built for the merchant
Samuel Richard St. John in 1856-57, only Nos. 197 and 199 at the Pacific
Street corner still retain their Italianate character. Typical of this
mid-19th century style are the high stoops, round and segmental-arched
openings, flcor-length parlor windows, with little corbeled feet under
the upper story windows, and the bracketed roof cornices. The handsome
round-arched docrway at No. 199, surmounted by a dignified arched pedi-
ment supported on finely carved brackets, is an unusually fine example of
the Italianate style in Cobble Hill. It is unfortunate that the basement
story of this row, originally rusticated, has been smcoth-stuccoed. The
large building (Nos. 185-191) at the north cnd of the street, originally
built as a bank, is a fine example of commercial architecture of the
early 1870s (described under Nos, 158-162 Atlantic Avenue).

WEST SIDE

A narrow apartment house fills the space between the corner comner-
cial building (No. 156 Atlantic Avenue) and the two apartment houses
(Nos. 214~220) which extend around the corner on Pacific Street. De-
signed with a unified facade by H. W. Billard for Michael McGuire, they
were both erected in 1892. Although a stepped roof parapet now has re-
placed the original cornices, the buildings nonctheless still display
many typical featurss of the 1890s, a period when the emergent classical
decoration had not always freed itself from the rugged stonework of the
Romanesque Revival style. Thesc buildings are good examples of that
transitional period. The sheetmetal bay windows were introduced to bring
morc light and air into the apartments and to enliven the surfacc of the
building. The cntrance door on Clinton Strect, flankcd by stubby pilas-
ters, is deeply recessed under a round-arched doorway emphasized by
carved stones and surmounted by a pediment. This design is repcated at
the entrance of the corner building at No. 147 Pacific Strcet.

CLINTON STREET (Nos. 201-217 & 222-235) Betw. Amity & Pacific Sts.

This short street, lined with trees on the west side, has the warmth
and scale of a quiet 19th century residential neighborhood. With all the
stoops intact on the west side of the strect, an attractive and varied
array of ironwork greets the eye as one looks northward.

EAST SIDE

The three handsome limestone apartment houses at the Amity Street
end of the block, with cntrances at Nos. 209 and 211 Clinton and No. 173
Amity Streets, create an interesting and varied composition--largely the
result of the curving bays which extend through all four storiese. The
buildings were erected in 1900 on the sitc of the Soutia Brooklyn
Presbyterian Church, and were designed by Albert Parfitt for Henry Roth.
These apartment hcuses reveal the advent of the new classicism in their
rich cornices and entrances with swngged entablatures supported on columns.
The areaway railings and handrailings at one of the stoops have dclicate
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CLINTCN STR:isT (Nes. 201-217 & 222-236) Betw. Amity & Pacific Sts.

curvilincar designs. The row of four houses of the early 1850s adjoin-
ing (Nos. 201-207) is a stark contrast to the neighboring apartment
houses, All ornament has been rcemoved and, in the casc of the two near
the Pacific Street corncr, the fronts have been vencerced with simulated
stone--altcrations which completely destroy their mid-19th century charac-
ter.

WEST SIDE

No. 222, at the corner of Pacific Strect, is the most attractive
house of a row of three erected in 1847-L8 planned by Asa Stebbins, archi-
tect of Brocklyn., Transiticnal in style from Groeck Revival to Italianate,
No. 222 rctains its particularly handsome cast iron Italianate handrail-
ings at the stoop. No. 226, by contrast, has Gothic Revival ironwork
handrailings and drip mcld at the docrway. The neighboring houses, Nos.
228 and 230, werc built a few ycars later, in 1852-53, and have paired cn-
trance doorways. No. 228 is an Italianatc residence with a facade of
brownstone vencer in contrast to No. 230, a Greek Revival brick house with
brownstone trim. No., 232, erected in 187&, is a remarkably distinguished
residcnce of brick with stone trim. Its entrance and balustered stoop re-
call Fronch Second Empire protctypes. The two dignificd late Vietcrian
houses next to the corner cof Amity Strect, Nos. 234 and 236, werc built
even later, in 183k, from designs by Frod Lockwood. With their heavy roof
cornices, stone bandcourscs, crisply dctailed stone window lintels carried
on brackets, and rusticatcd rough-stone bascments, they display the
stylistic characturistics of this elegant peried. The entrance doors have
ccrnice slabs carried on sturdy brackcts and some fine but simple ironwork
remains at the handrailings of the stocps and at the arcaways.

CLINTON STREET (Nos, 219-235 & 238-254) Betw. Congress & Amity Sts.

This pleasant, trce-lined strect is distinguished by the presence of
impcsing town hcuscs at threec of the four corners. Therc is a pleasing
variety in the sizes and heights of the houses on both sides of the strect.

EAST SIDE

The large thrce-story brick residence with brownstonc trim at the
corner of Congress Stroet (Nos. 185 Congress and 235 Clinton Streets) was
built in the 1840s as thc home of a daughter of Robert Fex, wife of the
shipmaster, Captain Isaac Brower. It is now the Cenvent for the Sisters
cf Charity cf St. Paul's R.C. Church nearby. It has a rcar yard with
trecs, This dignified building was originally Grock Revival in style.
Later in the 19th century it acquired interesting Neo-Grec pedimented lin-
tels and, on the Congress Strect side, rectangular bay windows with
stained glass,

Nos. 233 and 233%, narrcw twin houscs of 1889, of which only one re-
tains its high stccp, arc unusucl in having gables facing the strect. The
next threc houscs, erectcd in the mid-19th century, have been much altered
but No. 229 retains its Italianate handrailings at the high stcop and
curvilinear brownstone lintels over both the cntrance deor and parlor floor
windows,

No. 219, at the Amity Strcet cormer, is without a dcubt the most im-
posing property in the Ccbble Hill Histcric District. In a century and a
quarter cf existence, this large hcuse, set in ample grounds planted with
troes and shrubs, has been the residence cof only threc families. The
original, much smaller, hcus¢ was built in 1845 in the Greck Revival
pericd as the suburban heme cf Abraham J, S. Degraw, a wealthy New Yerk
commission merchant. His father, John W. Degraw, alsc a commissicn
merchant and president of the Brocklyn Horticultural Society, also lived
heres The original brick dwelling was an average~size house, Greck Re-
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CLINTON STRIET (Wdos. 219-235 & 238-254) Betw. Congress & Amity Stse.

vival in style, as is still evident from the proportions and spacing of
the windows and the very handsome wrought iron railing enclosing the

house on both the Clinton and Amity Street sides. The castings of recti-
linear design are typical of the Greek Revival style of the later 18L40s.
The house was enlarged and completely redesigned in 1890-91 by the archi-
tectural firm of D'Ocnch & Simon for the second owners of the house, Laura
E. and Ralph L. Cutter, both New Englanders. Mr. Cutter was a successful
dry goods merchant in New York and treasurcr of the First Presbyterian
Church on Henry Strect nearby. It was this alteration of the 1890s which
gave to the house its ruggced Romanesque flavor at street level and the
Flemish stepped gables rising picturesquely above the former roofline. At
the same time, the building was extended toward the rear of the lot; a
tower was built, scrved by the first electric passenger elevator in a
private dwelling in Brooklyn; and the bold-faced brownstone stoop and
facing of the basement were added. This stoop, lecading to an enclosed
entrance doorway, was placed sideways across thc front of the house,
giving it greater importance and adding dignity to the house. The present
owner, A. Ne..Saab, who purchased the property from Mrs. Cutter in 192h,
has wisely maintained the extcrior of the house unchanged and continues

to enjoy a fine view of the harbor and the Verrazano bridge from the tower.

WEST SIDE

At the corner of Amity Strect (Nos. 238-242 Clinton Strcet) stands
Ste Mary the Virgin., In 1922, when the gray brick foundations and first
story, laid in Flemish bond, were built, they werc intended as the base-
ment for a taller structure. This church now scrves the older residents
of the Syrian community, but was never completcd because the parish de-
cided to acquire instead the former Congregational Church of the Pilgrims,
designed by Richard Upjohn, at the corner of Henry and Rcmsen Streetss
which was renamed Our Lady of Lebanon. At St. Mary the Virgin, stone trim
emphasizes the two round-arched doorways in the projecting bays at each
side of the facade and handsome dcuble wood doors with multiplc panels,
surmounted by a lunette with stained glass, lead into the church. A high
iron fence, adorned with little openwork canopy motifs alternating with
acorns, surrcunds the buildinge.

Two houses of the 1840s, at mid-block, still have their original
Greeck Revival wrought iron handrailings at the stoops. At the corner of
Congress Strect (Nos. 183 Congress and 254 Clinton Streets) stands an im-
posing tcwn house of the mid-19th century. It retains its Greck Revival
proportions. The long side, on Clinton Street, is stepped up to meet the
typically low-pitched roof.

CLINTON STREET (Nos. 237-259 & 264~-273) Betw., Warren & Congress Stse

The sections of Clinton Strect north of Verandah Place, which bisects
both sides of the street, have a particularly interesting history. On the
east side, a large modern apartment housc (described under Nos, 198-226
Congress Street) occupies the site of the Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum and
Industrial School for Girls, The west side, now occupied by Cobble Hill
Park, was thc site of the Second Unitarian Church (1857-58) which stocd at
the corner of Clinton and Congress Streets. Affccticnately known as
"Church of the Holy Turtle," it was designed by Je Wrey Mould in the early
Romanesque Revival style. It was a low building with a small frame en-
trance porch, round-arched windows and a tower at the west cnd. The build-
ing of a Unitarian church serves as a reminder of the influx of New
Englanders to Brooklyn and, indeed, its first pastor was Samuel Longfellow,
a brother of the poet and a leading abolishionist. For many years, the
Second Unitarian Church served as an impcrtant cultural center in the City.
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CLINTON STREET (Nose 237-259 & 264-278) Betw. Warren & Congress Sts.

EAST SIDE

The seven brick residences between Verandah Place and the corner of
Warren Strect were crected as a three-story row between 18L49-52 as part
of the development of the area by John Greacen, a prominent landowner in
Cobble Hill and India rubber manufacturer in Manhattan. The houses are
fine cxamplcs of an interesting transitional phase in the stylistic de-
velopment of the mid-19th century, echoing the' Greck.Revival style of
the 1840s and heralding the incoming Italianate, Greck Revival influence
may be felt in the general proportions of the houscs and in such archi-
tectural details as the short fascia under the roof ccrnices, as at Nos,
255 and 257, and the triangular cap molding over the parlor floor windows
at No. 255 and at the doorway of No. 29. Italianate ircnwork has been
retained at three housecs (Nos. 249, 255 and 257) and curvilinecar pediments
appear over the doorway and parlor floor windows at No, 253. The handsome
corner house, No. 259, given in 1851 by John Greacen tc his daughter, is
now almost double its coriginal size and is an apartment house, During the
latter part of the 19th century it was extended to the rcar of the lot and
surrounded by a handsame areaway railing, Impressive pedimented cornices
were added above all thce windows at the same time the side facing Warren
Street was complctely redesigned. The windews are set in bays of which
every other cne projects from the building. The garlanded rcof ccrnice is
an expressicn cf changes in taste at the turn of the century. The present
entrance tc the house, flanked by neo-Federal cval windcws and intercsting
newel posts in the ferm of winged dragens, is at No. 201 Warren Strecte

W&ST SIDE

At the corner of Verandah Place a pair of threo-story houses (Nosg
26l,-266) sharc a commen bracketed roct cernice. The corner house has a
store at ground floor, added in 1896. No. 268, a cne-story stcre, may
datc back tc 1879, Had the controls cf the Conmissicn been in effect,
the store and sign could have been mcre apprepriately related to the neigh-
boring houses. No. 270, built in the 1870s as a three-stecry hcuse, was
raised tc four in 1888, when a mansard-type roof with dormer windows was
added. Althcugh the house retains its stcop, the handrailings arc of a
later datc and the frent has been shern cf all detail, lcaving only the
round-arched docrway with its criginal dccr enframement of wocd.

The next group cf four hcuscs (Nes. 272-278) was built as a row in
1864~67 fcr Alexander MeCuc, an attcrney whe lived nearby in Brecklyn
Heights. Judging from the ccrner hcuse, Ncs 274, they were very handsome
residences in the Italianate style. Typical arc the high stocps, best
preserved at Ne., 278, with Italianate cast ircn handrailings (retained
cnly at Nc. 27h), the rusticated bascments with rcund-arched windcws pro-
tected by intricately designed grilles and the scgmental-arched windows
at the upper flocrs, crcwned by arched ccrnices carried on carved censcle
brackets. This design was repeated at the decrways, as is still evident
at Nos. 274 and 278, in spite cf the fact that the carving has been
stuccced cver. Nco 272 has been remcdeled, all detail has been remcved,
a basement entrance prcvided in place ¢f the fermer stecp and a parapet
substituted for the rccf cornice. The criginal bracketed ccrnice, with a
fascia bcard arched abcve cach windew, remains at the cther threc houses.
This grcup c¢f residences with their stcne facades, tcgether with the rcw
of seven acrcss the street, give this tree-lined street a dignified and
impcsing appearancc.

CLINTCN STREET (Ncs. 281-079 & 280-295) Botw. Baltic & Warren Stse

This trce-lined residential strect displays ccnsiderable diversity in
building heights and uses. On the west side, it has an attractive dcuble
apartment hcuse at mid-blcck and a very strikingly designed brick resi-
dence with swell-frent at the scuth end cf the streete Just nerth cof the
empty lot in the middle ¢f the bleck cn the east side, a fcur-stery build-
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CLINTON STREET (Nos. 261-279 & 280-296) Betw. Baltic & Warren Sts.

ing provides a vertical accent among its lower neighbors. Remodeling has
been so extensive on this street that only two stoops remain on the west
side and five on the east.

EAST SIDE

The five three-story houses at the south end of the block (Nos. 271-
279) were part of the development of the corner, which included two houses
on Baltic Street (Nos. 221-223), constructed by Thomas Sullivan, a neigh-
borhood builder, in 18L7. Only Nos. 273 and 275 give us a clue as to the
original appearance of this Greek Revival row. With pedimented door lin-
tels, stoops with iron handrailings and dentiled roof cornices, these
houses look much as they did when built. Nos. 277 and 279 have had their
stoops removed to provide basement entrances.

No. 265, the tallest structure on the block, is a mid-19th century
house which has been quite extensively remodeled, with smooth-stuccoed
front and a basement entry replacing the former stoop. Above, an archd
window has been inserted within the modified parlor floor doorframe. The
added top story has a simple cornice carried on end brackets. The two
houses next to the Warren Street corner date in the early 1850s and re-
tain their stoops and paired doorways.

WEST SIDE

The three northermmost houses on the block (Nos. 280~28L) were once
part of a five house Greek Revival row of the 1840s, of which two (Nos. 286
and 288) were later incorporated into the apartment house at mid-blocke.
Nos. 282 and 284 still retain their Greek Revival proportions, doorways
with full entablatures and stoops.

John L. Young was the architect of the interesting apartment house at
mid-block, erected in 1893 for Charles Wells. This new structure at No.
290 was combined with the two scuthernmost units of the neighboring Greek
Revival row and all three buildings were unified by a continuous roof cor-
nice, Basement entrances replaced the former stoops, to conform with No,
290, where a handsome curved bow-front extends the entire height of the
building.

Nos. 292 and 294, built as a pair in 1841 for Charles Kelsey, a
merchant who lived nearby on Baltic Street, now are quite changed. No.
292 was redesigned with a new rusticated brick front, basement entrance and
roof parapet. Noe. 294 still retains a slight Greck Revival flavor although
the former stoop has been replaced by a basement entrance.

The corner property has wide interest as the successive work of two
distinguished architects, father and son, and as their residence. No. 296
was for many years the home of Richard Upjohn, the architect of Trinity
Church, Manhattan, of Christ (P.E.) Church in Cobble Hill and the Church
of the Puritans (now Our Lady of Lebanon) in Brooklyn Heights. As de-
signed by Richard Upjohn, No. 296 Clinton Strect originally may have looked
quite different when it was erected in 1842-4i3: it was only threc stories
high and had a bay window at the front, later replaced by a swell-front
which extends up through the roof cornice crowning the fourth story. This
fourth floor was added (between 1860 and 1893), as clearly shown by the
traces of the original cornice above the third story windows. The tripar-
tite windows in the Federal tradition are replacements of the originals.
In 1893, Richard M. Upjohn erected a five-story brick annex at the rear
of the lot (described under No. 203 Baltic Street).

", .
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CLINTCN STREET (Nos. 281-299 % 300-314) Betw. Kane & Baltic Sts.

Remarkably uniform in height, the two rows of three-story houses
which face each other along this tree-lined street present a restful air of
residential living, The attractive quality of the street is further en-
hanced by many fine examples of 19th century ironwork at stoops and area-
ways.

EAST SIDE

Two interesting rows of mid-19th century dwellings dominate this side
of the street. The original appearance of the row of five houses at Nose
291-299 may be surmised from that of No. 291 which retains its exposed
brickwork, pedimented lintels at first floor, fine doors and Italianate
ironworke. Nos. 293-299 weres later smooth-stuccoed and scored to simulate
brownstone ashlar. They arc all of uniform height and crowned with identi-
cal dentiled roof cornices with handsome paired brackets carefully related
to the windows below. A major portion of the original cast iron arcaway
railing survives at the corner house, No. 299, lending it an air of dignity,
but the pscudo-Colonial basement entrance behind this railing is completely
out of place. Of the five houses, only No, 295 has had its stoop removed
and replaced by a basement entry.

The lower roofline of the row of five brick houses which occupies the
remainder of the block is typical of the proportions of the Greek Revival
period of the 18L40s. The row was built by Jercmiah O'Donnell, a local con-
tractor, between 18L5 and 185). A mansard roof with two dormer windows was
later added at No. 289. Except for the corner house, which has a store,
all the houses rctain thoir stoops with their fine original Greck Revival
wrought iron handrailings and, in some cases, slender ncewel posts and arca-
way railings as well. A delicate twisted molding of foliate design sur=-
rounds the paired doors at two houses.

WEST SIDE

This side of the strect alsc consists of two groups of houses, one
Greek Revival and the other Italianate, linked by two narrow and consider-
ably latcr houscs.

The corner rcsidence, No, 300, built in the mid-18L0s at the same
time as its two neighbors, is the only one which still retains its Greek
Revival character. Although the store was ramodeled in the 20th century
and has an unattractive sign above it, the upper portion of the building
remains largcly unchanged. The window lintels still retain their delicate
cap moldings and thc low attic windows, sct below the fascia board of the
roof cornice, arc characteristic of the Greck Revival style. The Baltic
Strect sidc (No. 210) still recalls the low gable end and typical roof with
chimneys. Had the controls of the Commission been in effect at the time of
the trite remodeling of No., 302 and the recplacement at No. 304 of the on-
tire front, these alterations could have been carried out in a spirit more
in sympathy with thc block as a wholc. Nose 306 and 3083, two very narrow
houses, of which only one rotains its stoop, display the tall segmental-
arched windows of the mid-1870s, when thc buildings were erected.

The Kane Strcct end of the block is occupied by a handsome row of four
brick houscs built in 1841-42 in the Grock Revival peried for Charles
Kclsey, merchant, of Strong Place nearby. Characteristic are the fine
doorways with full ontablaturcs at Nos. 308 and 310 (replaced by a pediment
at No. 312 and by a Neo-Gree pediment on brackets at No. 314) and the
interesting pancled and stcepped wing walls at the stoops of Nos. 308-312
(lost through a drastic rumedeling of the corncr housc). Roof cornices at
the original height still remain at Nos. 308-312, but arc rsplaced by an
ugly roof parapct at No. 314, The row illustrates all too well how inept
rcemodeling can downgrade a fine residential row. The ironwork at the stoop
of Nos 308 is an extremcly unusual and attractive picce of design. Stepped
down tc conform with thc wing walls, the handrailings have clongated pancls
forming a "V" at both tcp and bottom. Slender cast iron newcl posts
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CLINTON STRZZET (Nos. 231-299 & 300-314) Betw. Kane & Baltic Sts.

signalize each change in level of the wing walls. The areaway railing at
No. 31k, fortunately still in place and identical with one at No. 236
Clinton Strest, is an interesting example of later 19th century work.

CLINTON STR3.T (Nos. 301-359 % 316-370) Betw. Degraw & Kane Sts.

This street has an air of charm imparted by the residences, the trees
and the church tower which dominates the scene. Brick is mainly used on
the west side, and brownstone on the east., Built in long rows at the
southern portion and with considerable variety at the northern portion, the
street has many unexpected features. At eye level, however, needless harm
has been done by the removal cf much of the graceful orizinal ironwork in
favor of a hodge~podge of less suitable ironwork and, even worse, of many
stuccoed stoop walls,

EAST SIDE

The brick house (No. 359) four windows wide, at the corner of Degraw
Street, had the proverbial corner store until recently renovated with glass
bricks for a doctor!s office, Interest is added tc the house by the wood
quoins at the corners of the building., Two similar rows of brownstone
houses built for their owner Emory M. Van Tassel, a grain merchant, who
lived on Clinton Street on the block to the south. They were designed re-
spectively in 1879 (Nos. 351A-357A) by Perkins & Green, architects, and in
1877 (Nos. 3L5-351) by the architect H. M. Tostevin. They are retardataire
Italianate with some Neo-Gree decorative influcnce primarily at the roof
cornices. The scuthern row has retained its balustradcs and Neo-Grec pedi-
mented doorways. The newel posts arc intercstingly diffcrent at Nos. 3554
and 353A. The northern row o! the two has, over its docrways, segmental-
arched pceniments which arc supported by grandiose foliate brackets elabo-
rately carved in very high relief., No. 3L7 retains its original round-
arched paneled double docrs. The row of nine houses (Nos. 327-343) was
built in the carly 1850s as an investment of John Rankin of South Brooklyn,
in a simple Italianate style with cornice slabs over the doorways. Only
No. 339 rctains its handsome balustrades and newels at stocp and arcaway.
Most of this row has, unfortunately, been stuccoed over, which creates a
blank lock but, cn the othcer hand, many have rctained their dignified and
simple bracketed roof cornices. Noe 325 breaks the dignity and unity of
the blockfront with an unharmonicusly changed window and doorway and a
simulated random brick veneer, Nos. 319 and 321, though erected separately,
have the semblance of a pair, and stylistically can be dated in the late
Italianate pcriod of the 18450s. Both have segmental-arched windows and
docrways. The full glory of this style is seen at the parlor floor of No.
319, where deeply carved long stone brackots support a handsome segmental-
arched pediment ovor the doorway and segmental arched lintels with cornices
over the windows. No. 321 retains its cast iron balustrades and ncwels at
the stocp as well as its roof cornice on carved brackets. It alsc retains
intcresting Art Nouvcau cpalescent glass in the top part of the parlor
windows. The unusual row (Nos. 301-311) at the corner of Kane Strcet has
paired doorways in projccting sections and ironwork with a Gothic trefoil
motif. Interesting alsc as an carly example of community planning, it is
part of the dovelopment of the north end of the block by Gerard Morris in
the early 1850s (described under Kane Stroct)e.

WEST SIDA

Christ (P.Z.) Church, facing Clinton Str.et at the corner of Kane
Strect, was built in 18L1-L2, It was designed in the Gothic Revival style
by Richard Unjchn. Built of sandstone from New Jersey laid in random ash-
lar, it sparkles with the natural variations in coloring of such stoneworke

mullicns and crewned by drip moldings, alternating with buttrcsscse The
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CLINTON STREsT (Nos. 301-359 & 316-370) Betw. Degraw & Kane Sts.

massive square tower, rising 117 feet high, is strengthcned at cach ccrner
by buttresses which beccme polygenal turrets rising above the crenelated
towere. The tower itsclf is in four sccticns, containing successively the
large entrance under a pointed arch with drip molding, a triple pcinted
window, a large circular clock facc, and a belfry with louvered cpenings
under triple pointed arches. At the west cnd above the chancel riscs a
triple window with pointed arches, and beycnd the chancel what was origi-
nally a chapel now serves as lecture rocoms, The iron railing, added im
1861, has ncwel posts surmcunted by pointed finials. Added in 1917 in

the interior are the reredos, altar, altar railings, pulpit, lectcrn and
chairs, all designed by Louis C. Tiffany and restored aftcr the firc of
1939, When Richard Upjchn dusigned Christ Church, he lived in a house
still standing at Neo. 296 Clintcn Strect. He was at the same time the
architect fer Trinity Church, Manhattan, and becamc famcus for his Gethic
designs for Episccpal churches. The land cn which Christ Church was
erected was donated by Nichclas Luquicr, Esq., & church member and local
landowner who resided on Red Hock Lane near Henry Strcet south cf this
Historic District. He recpresents the Huguenots who scttled in Brocklyn in
the Dutch cclenial pericd.

The glcry of the well prescrved Greck Revival rectory (No. 326) of
Christ Church is its ironwerk. On the graciously wide stecp the hand rail-
ings swirl vertically at both top and bottcom, in a design seldom scen ex-
cept cn Cobble Hill., At the arcaway it has a transitional railing com-
bining Greck Revivel and Italianate featurcs, a design which is repeated
at the basement gate., The pair of Gethic Revival hcuses at Nos. 328 and
330 was built before 1848 when sold by Sarah Demilt. Most unusual is the
decply incised quatrcfoil metif at the pediments over the docrway and par-
lor windcws, still clearly tc be seen even thcugh the moldings have been
shaved flush with the facade, No. 328 retains, at beth stocp and arcaway,
the full glory of its pointed Gethic ironwerk with quatrefoil motif along
the basc,

Noe 334 displays a Queen Anne facade of brick, stone and terra cotta
added in 1888 with such skilled wcrkmanship and detail that the hcusc seums
larger than its 22 foot width. The cntrance tower, projecting sharply at
the left, is balanced asymmetrically by a bay window for the parlcr at the
right. The hcusc is crcwned by a third stery set within beth the mansard
rocf and the pyramidal rcef cf the tcwer, thus achicving the quaint charac-
ter sc typical of the Qucen Annc style. This remedcling was dene in 1888
as a residence fer James W. Naughten, Supcerintendent cf Buildings fcr the
Board of £ducnticn. It is hard to bolieve that No. 336 was built in the
mid-19th century as the twin cf No. 334, cspecially as Nce 336 is now hid-
den by a simulatcd stone vencer and pscudc-Federal dcorwaye. Flanking it on
the left, No. 338 has bay windcws rising the full three stceries.

No. 340, the widest hcuse in this Historic District, is a cne-family
Victcrian residence. It was built in the carly 1860s on a 42 foct double
lct as a residence for Dr. Joscph B. Clark, and was rccently the hcme of an-
other physician., It has two unusually high storics and an attic story in
the mansard rccf. Asymmctrically planned, its entrnonce is flanked on the
right by twc windcws while the left part of the hcuse, slightly set back,
has a dcuble windcw,.

A row cf fcur hcuses (Nos. 3L4=50) built in 1872, for E. Daigc, and
twc cther hcuses cf slightly earlier date have been shern of mest cf their
criginal features, with No. 354 s¢ hidden behind a simulated stene veneer
that cnly the scgmental-arched cpenings remain tce indicate the age cf the
hcusees The row of eight brick hcuses extending tc Degraw Strcet retains
the essential character, prcpcrticns and dignity of the mid-19th century,
enhanced by Italianate ircnwork at the arcaways cf Nos. 362 and 368 and es-
pecially at Nce. 356 where it is alsc displayed on the graciously wide
stocpe
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CONGRESS STREET (Nos. 198-250 & 185-231) Betw. Court & Clinton Sts.

This residential &treet, with low buildings of varying use, is plea-
santly enriched with trees and open grassy plots. At its east end a
Gothic Revival church is echoed by a house of the same style across the
way. The north side consists mostly of three-story brick houses in vary-
ing styles of the 19th century, erected individually, or in groups of two
or three, as was so typical on Cobble Hill. Relatively sympathetic to
the houses, in height, are the 20th centuxy rectory and a three-wing, six-
story apartment house opposite them which are likewise of brick. Both
sides of the street were originally part of the farm of the Irish-born
philanthropist, Cornelius Heeney, who is buried here on the grounds of St.
Pault!s Church which was given by him to this new parish. As a result of
his gifts, the land-ownership history relates to the Roman Catholic Church,
the orphanage and the Brooklyn Benevolent Society.

SOUTH SIDE

-The south side of this street, originally developed by the Church,
consists of three sections which include a church, a rectory and an apart-
ment house.

At the eastern end of Congress Street, St. Paul's (R.C.) Church
(described under Nos, 180-192 Court St.) displays the dignified simplicity
of the Gothic Revival style, with tall pointed-arch windows, divided by
mullions, It has been muted by the brownstone stucco veneer which was
added in 1888. Erected of brick in 1838, the building's Congress Street
side with its long roof cornice and deep fascia and generous masonry pro-
portions best recalls its original Greek Revival appearance. The sacristy
extension, added in 1906 along the west end of the church, displays a
triple window with pointed arches separated by stone mullions and sur-
mounted by a square-headed drip molding in the late Gothic waumer. It ve-
places the original semi-circular apse. In 1936 the present rectory was
built together with a two-story arcade conneching it with the sacristy, an
interesting design by Harry McGill, architect. Both are of variegated
brick, laid in Flemish bond. An arcaded walk with pointed, corbeled
arches separates an ivy covered-plot with trees, behind the railing, from
a walled garden glimpsed in the interior. The medieval appeavance of the
arcade is accented by a parapet with widely spaced crenelations. The
gable end of the rectory faces the street. It is graced by a central
Gothic portal with pointed arch, and above that, by a polygonal bay win-
dow, three-tiered, with stained glass motifs in the main tier. An at-
tractive 20th century iron railing with brick gate posts surrounds both
arcade and rectory.

Covering over half of the blockfront, at the west end, is the Congress
Gardens (Nos. 198-226) a six-story brick apartment house set on a land-
scaped lawn. It was designed in 1949 by Lama, Proskauer & Prober, archi-
tects. Three wings project toward the street and, at three of the result-
ing interior angles, entrance portals project diagonally, forming archi-~
tectural units in their own right. Surmounted by an unadorned roof para-
pet, this apartment house relates to its surroundings in its use of brick-
work, its low six-story height and its lawns. On this site, in the 1830s,
stood the Female Orphan Asylum and, later, the Industrial Sehool for
Girls, both run by the Sisters of Charity of the Roman Catholic Church.

NORTH SIDE

At the Clinton Street corner stands a handsome threec-story brick
dwelling of the 18L0s with brownstone trim (described at No. 235 Clinton
Street). It has a spacious rear yard and has long been occupied by Ste
Paul's Convent for the Sisters of Charity. Its interesting pedimented
window lintels of the Neo-Crec style and its rectangular bay windows of
stained glass are later than the house. In 18L0 Cornelius Heeney gave the
two lots here to the five Fox sisters in memory of their deceased father,
Robert Fox, of New York., One of them married the shipmaster, Captain
Isaac Brewer, and made her home here in 1847. The modern garden wall of
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bold-faced concrete block mars the dignified residential quality of this
largely brick neighborhood. The adjoining private garage (No. 193) is
happily set back from the street to avoid notice.

The next house (Noe 195), built in 1872, is a good cxample of the
conservatism of Cobble Hill builders as it is Italianate in style, even
at this late date. Three stories high, of red brick with rusticated
brownstone basement, the building also has brownstone trim, including an
claborate doorway with arched pediment supported on console brackets of
foliate design. This conservetive builder made only passing recognition
of the incoming Neo-Grec style in designing the brackets of the roof
cornice.

Lower than its neighbors, but like them three stories high, stands
this pair of diminutive Anglo-Italianate houses (Nos. 197-199). The decli~-
cate proportions made possible the four-window overall width, achieved
within the space of an ordinary 25-foot lot. At the entrance floor, hand-
some moldings crown the round-arched doorways and windows, effectively
terminated by carved corbel blocks., Each house has a handsome pair of
doors with arched paneling. Since the 12% foot width of each house was
inadequate for a parlor alongside the entrance hallway, the parlor was
placed on the second story and given floor-length windows at that level.
Dominicus S. Voorhees, builder-owner, erccted this pair of houses in 1861-
62, and lived in one of them briefly before selling it. In this manner
small builders were enabled to finance their operation,

The next row of thrce houses (Nos. 201-205), built of brownstone and
brick in 188L, combines elements of the Neo-Grec and Queen Anne styles.
The incised linear de¢signs and grooving at the doorways, the heavy window
lintels and the horizontal brownstone bandcourses linking doorways and
windows show Neo-Grec influence., Queen Anne details are seen in the floral
terra cotta handcourse, the carved flowers above the doorways and the swags
in the roof cornices. The iron railings of the stoops arec of a very popu-
lar design in Cobble Hill; they really belong to the 1884 period of these
houses, but were also added to ecarlier houses on this strcet. Wrought iron
spindles are located at alternate steps and are spaced widely to lcave
space for ornamental cast iron plant forms. The center house (No. 203) is
still a onc-family dwelling while the flanking houses are converted for two
family occupancy. No., 201 wes built for Bessie B. St. John and the other
two houses for William Pattcrson.

The only 20th century houses on this blockfront are Nos. 211 and 215
which are also its only two-story houses, No. 211, built in 1903 for
Mrs, Hannah Connecll, is a very individual design by architect Joseph Wolf.
She and her husband, the lawycr William F. Connell, made their home here.
Built of brick and brownstone with polygonal bay window, its roof is
crowned by a handsome iron cresting. The doorway, enframed by brownstone
molding and quoins, has a lintel supporting a panel with side volutes,
the top of which forms the sill for the window above. No. 215, built in
1925 for the Hon. Thomas H. Cullen, is Neo-Colonial, with details which
conform with the architectural charactcr of the street. Between these two
20th century houses is No. 213. Built shortly after 1860, it has the
simple dignity of an earlier decade.

Among the most charming houses on this strcct are Nos. 217-221, a row
of 1852-53, They were built for individuals of varying interests--John
Ast, Henry Hungerford and Ann Brown, respectively--and have distinctive
individual feature, some of which rcflect later 19th century details.
Italianate in proportion, they are of brick with brownstone trim and have
the characteristic floor-length parlor windows. No. 221 displays a brick
bascment, Its doorway and the adjoining parlor windows of No. 219 have
the unusual brownstone lintels, crowned by curvilinear caps with carved
central wreaths below them, so popular on Cobblc Hill. No. 217 is the
only housc of the row which has a pediment over the doorway. The roof cor-
nice of Noe 219 is very ornate and late Italianate in style while the
flanking houses have Quecn Anne corniccse On the other hand, the iron bal-
ustrade at the stoop and yard of No. 219 is Neo-Grce. The tops of the
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stone newel posts, at the stoops of the end houscs, have foliate carvings,
a Romanesque Revival motif which is repeated at the opening in the yard
wall of No. 217. This house has a very beautiful late 19th century basc-
ment gate, under the stoop, with an elaboratec lyre design of wrought iron.
No, 221 was the home of the Ulrichs family wntil 196k,

The easternmost building on this strect provides an interesting
terminal features It is a large Gothic Rcvival house, LO feet wide. It
was reputedly designed for joint use by the Free School for Boys and as
the rectory of St. Paul's (R.C.) Church located on the oppositc cormer.
The house was built under an unrecorded 2l-ycar lecase, dated 18L9, to the
Right Reverend John Hughes, Bishop (latur Archbishop) of the Dioccse of
New York (which included Brooklyn), who was a very important leader in
cstablishing Roman Catholic institutions. Records indicate that this house
was originally two stories with a high basement, and that the priests moved
into the house in the year 1851, Its Gothic Revival stylc is most cvidemt
in the enframement of the doorway, which has a low pointed arch with
tracery in the original upper transom, and in the label or drip moldings
above the door and windows, These label moldings have been shorn, un-
fortunately. Each of the windows, but onc, is still characteristically
divided in half by a central vertical wood mullion. The window at the
right of the doorway is still full-length and rctains its beautiful Gothic
guard rail with dclicate pointed arches. An intercsting double outside
stairway with Greck Revivel ironwork ascends above the central basement
entry to the front door. A ncw front door with its own transom and side-
lights has becn introdvced under the handsome original pointed-arch transom,
an unnecessarily discordant notc. A third story, forming 2 mansard roof,
was added in the latc 19th century. Unfortunately the three dormer windows
were reccntly altered, substituting square-hcaded windows and triangular
pediments for the far morc interesting scgmental-arched windows and pedi-
ments. The two end dormer windows were cut down into the roof cornice and
their central mullions were partly climinated with the introduction of
wide sashe It is for alterations such as thesc that the Commission could
aid owncrs in achieving a distinguished result. The house is stuccoed
and lined to simulate stoncwork., In 1940 the bishop surrendered the lease-
hold, and the interior has becen converted to an apartment housc housing
eleven familics.

Originally this property extended all the way to the corner, and its
Court Strcet end was probably used as a playground for the boyk schoolj
later, it served as a garden for the rectory. The corner lot now serves
as a parking lot.

CONGRESS STREET (Nos. 150-196 & 139-183) Botw. Clinton and Henry Sts.

This street has a pleasant, rclaxed appearance. An open park for the
use of young and old stretches along half 7 the south side and private
gardens may be glimpsed at thc far western end. Hence, the residents of
this arca can bask in the sun and c¢njoy more spaciousness than is ordinarily
possible in the City. The houscs of brownstonc or brick arc mostly threc
or four storics high and bclong prcdominantly to the mid-19th century. Many
of them continuc to be used as private dwellingse. Of special interest arc
the groups, almost facing cach other near mid-block, each consisting of
three fine Anglo-Italianate dwellings designed to form a single architec-
tural unit,

SOUTH SIDE

Cobble Hill Park stretches from Clinton Strceet to slightly beyond mid-
block and south to Verandah Place. It was designed rclatively recently for
the varied enjoyment of diffcrent age groups. The Clinton Street end of
the park is the site of the former Second Unitarian Church (discusscd under
Nos. 256-262 Clinton Street). Verandah Place marks the southern boundary
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CONGRESS STREET (Nos. 150-196 & 139-183) Bctw. Clinton and Henry Sts.

of the farm of Cornelius Heeney, the Irish-~born philanthropist who donated
many lots, on both sides of Congress Strect, to the Brooklyn Benevolent
Society,

The three-dwelling group (Nos. 166-170), adjoining the park, is archi-
tecturally significant both becaouse it was designed to have the appearance
of a single unit and because it is an exceptionally fine Anglo-Italianate
design. This handsome threce-story brownstone complex, with English base-
ment, was erccted in 1857. The central dwelling projects slightly for-
ward and is surmounted by a roof cornicc in the form of a low gables. The
paired brackets at the ends of this gablec are recpeated as the supports
for the level roof cornices of the flanking dwellings. The rustication of
the first story (English basement) relates the horizontals skillfully to
the keystones of the windows, thus emphasizing the round-arched openings,
The stoops consist only of three steps, leading up to pancled double doors
of fine quality with pancled rcveals enframecd by handsome ropec moldings.
The windows of the parlor floor and top story are segmental-arched, and all
the sash have the central muntin, grooved to simulate casements, so typical
of this style. This unified group of houses was erected by three persons,
including two Cobble Hill builders, Richard Whipple of Henry Strcet and
John Barter of Kane Strcect.who, sincc he was also 2 mason, probably did the
masonry and the fine rustication.

The adjoining row of three dwcllings (Nos. 160-16L),built at the same
period, is a slightly differcnt version of the Italianate style, with high
stoops and cast iron railings of rounded design. However, at No. 160 con-
crete wing walls have replaced the iron railings. The unusual feature of
this row is thc scgmental-arched fascia, below the roof cornice, which
echoes the segmental arches of the windows below it.

The three-story brick corner house (No. 15L) is one of a row of three
houses on Henry Street, which are faced on that street with brownstone
veneer. They were built in 1873-7L for William and Siweon J. Alyea. The.
architect wisely overcame the difficulties inherent in its narrow 1lh-foot
width by placing the entrance at the center of the long Congress Street
side. The doorway is flanked by rectangula r bay windows., This house dis-
plays an interesting combination of styles, modified Italianate in its
arched doorway, with arched pediment carried on brackets, and Neo-Grec in
its other decorative details,

NORTH SIDE

A privet hedge at the corner of Henry Street hides the private garden
and elaborate sheetmetal bay window of No. 367 Henry Street. Westernmost
of the houses facing Congress Street is No. 147, also the newest house on
this street. It was erected at the turn of the century. The picturesque
effect of this little Queen Anne house, two stories high, derives from the
tower of its entry section, culminating in a high pyramidal roof,and from
its triangular bay window at the parlor floor. The large cast iron newel
posts at the entry echo, sympathetically, the daisy castings of its hand-
railings.

With the exception of the other house and two private garages, the
north side of the street (Nos. 1L49-171 and 177-183) is designed in varia-
tions of the Italianate style, already discussed on the south side. They
were mostly built in groups of three or four in the early 1850s. Distinc-
tive features in each group are: at No, 155, the contrast of brick with
brownstone trim, the doorway with arched pediment and its pair of round-
arched, paneled doors and the elaborate ironwork at the stoop and areaway;
at No, 169, the rusticated basement, the elaborate foliate brackets sup-
porting the triangular pediment over the doorway, the thick central mun-
tins with grooves in the window sash of the upper floors; at No. 179, the
simple, sturdy wooden brackets of the roof cornice and the unusual deli-
cacy of the ironwork of the stoop. This delicacy, and the general propor-
tions of the group of four houses at the east corner (Nos, 177-183), sug-
gests an earlier tradition, so that it may have been built a few years
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CONGRESS STREET (Nos. 150-198 & 139-183) Betw. Clinton & Henry Sts.

before the other houses on the street.

The architecturally interesting group of three Anglo-Italianate
houses (Nos. 159-163) was built in the mid-1850s. The overall design is
similar to that of Nos, 166-170 across the strecet, however it echoes an
earlier tradition in having square-headed rather than segmental-arched
windows at the upper floors and a simple, flat fascia below the roof cor-
nice. This group of houses was built as an investment by Dr. Danicl K.
Dodge, who belonged to a Cobble Hill family of physicians.

Of later date, No. 173 is a dignified town house with an air of dis-
tinction near the east end of the street. Designed by the architect, M.
Je. Morrill, it was built in 1877. Its pedimented doorway, with round-
arched entrance, is embellished in the classical tradition. The finely
detailed outer doors have a wood enframement which echoes, in design, the
balusters of the graciously wide stoop. The Neo-Grec influence of the 1870s
may be seen in the design of: the balusters, the pilasters of the doorway,
the corbels beneath the windowsills and the roof cornice. This intcresting
house was originally one of a pair, built by Thomas Stone, a local carpen-
ter and builder from just outside the District. Unfortunately, No. 175, its
twin, is now characterless, having been shorn of its detail.

The attractive original appearance of the east half of the block has
been damaged by the addition, on almost every other house, of an extra story
capped by a parapet, replacing the original roof cornice. Moreover, these
alterations have usually resulted in the shearing off of the detail from the
facades and in changed window proportions. No. 165 has happily retained its
original roof cornice even though a story has been added so that it still
harmonizes with the adjoining group, Nos. 159-163. This is a good illustra-
tion of how a common objective, the addition of an extra story, might have
been achieved under historic district controls., All the owners could have
added the floors they wanted, preferably set back, without sacrificing the
original harmony of the uniform cornice linc. The owner of No. 177 mis-
takenly added a Neo-Colonial doorway - a style just a century too early for
the house to which it was added.

CONGRESS STREET (Nos. 110-1L8 & 103-137) Betw. Henry & Hicks Sts.

This is a strect of contrasts. The institutional buildings of various
shapes, styles and heights, up to five stories, face rows of three-story
houses with stoops. The prevailing red brick is a unifying factor; another
is the short row of houses now unified to form the institutional building
at the west end of the street.

SOUTH SIDE

This side, developed for the Sisters of the Poor of St. Francis, can
be considered in four parts. At the Henry Street corner is the north end
of the five-story Congress Nursing Home (described under No. 37L Henry
Street), which was built in 1888 as St. Petcr's Hospital. The warm strength
of its Romanesquec Revival brickwork has been somewhat diluted by the cold-
ness of the modern glass jalousics in the windows and by a bald new parapet
but it is, nonetheless, still 2 handsome structure.

The roofline of the adjoining utilitarian building (No. 130) adds
variety to the strcot with its steep gable at center, flanked by hipped
roofs with dormers. Built in 1888 as the laundry for St. Peter's Hospital,
the third story, added in the 20th century, is a fine instance of con-
formity. A good example of a simple Romanesque Revival building, its facade
has a central projecting section and its openings, in groups of three, are
all round-arched formed with radial brick. The utilitarian doorway is sub-
ordinated to one of these openings. The gable window is similarly treated
with its central unit taller to harmonizc with the shape of the gable.
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To the west is Cursillo House (No. 118), a retreat owned by the
Diocese of Brooklyn. It consists of four old houses combined as 2 unit
with one centrol doorway. They were built about 1850 and were the initial
units acquired by the Sisters of the Poor of St. Francis. At the turn of
the century their Homec for Working Girls extended all the way to Hicks
Street. Today, the western quarter of the block is an empty lot. The
houses which remain have Greck Revival proportions but were built in the
local vernacular of the period. ' :

NORTH SIDE

The long side of the threc-story brick house at the west corner (des-
cribed under No, 393 Hicks Strcet) would have conformed bettcr to the fine
residential character of the strcet if its yard on Congress Strecct had had
a brick wall instead of a flimsy wood fence.

The ten houses facing Congrcss Strcet (Nos. 109-127) were built in
four groups and illustratec various phascs and designs of the Italianate
style of the 1850s and 1860s. Thot 2ll but two of them have brick facades
demonstrates the conscrvative noturc of the community. The westernmost,
and earlicst, pair of houses (Nos. 109-111) is transitional in style, re-
taining the general proportions and dentiled roof cornice, with brick
fascia, of the late Greck Revival style. The handsome ironwork at No. 111,
has the delicacy associated with the Greek Revival style combined with the
elaborate arched design characteristic of the Italianate mode.

Of typically Italianate proportions is the next pair of houses (Nos.
113-115), built in 1862, Their doors have a twisted columnar enframement.
No. 113 retains the charactcristic segmental-arched window heads, long par-
lor windows and paneled doors, Thomas Whecler of Brooklyn developed both
this pair and the adjoining but carlier group of four (Nos. 117-123), be-
fore 1855. Hence, it is not surprising to find his choice of Italianate
ironwork, a popular pattern with central wreoth design, at Nos, 113, 115
and 123, At No,., 123 this ironwork is found at the yard as well as at the
stoop and the tall handsomec ncwcl posts are of cast iron, octagonal and
paneled. At this house the typical rusticated brownstone basement and the
small corbels under the windowsills arc still reteined. The casternmost
pair of houses (Nos. 125-127), thc latest to be built, are alone on this
blockfront in having brownstone facadese Unfortunately, much of the de-
tail has been shorn off of many of these housecs. In addition, thc new
masonry wing walls of several stoops have downgraded the character of the
houses, but the worst alteration to the blockfront is the composition
stone veneer covcring No. 121,

The two-story brick stablc (No. 129) was built for thc corner house
some time after 1860, It is charmingly naive in its design with the im-
post blocks of its arches sct at different levels. The round-~headed open-
ings have brick arches with kcystones. The conversion from stable to
garage and apartment has successfully retained the originel character,
utilizing existing features such as the large hayloft door, now =2 window,
at the sccond floor. Beyond the stable is 2 small one~story garage ad-
joining the corner house (describod under No. 36L Henry Strcet)e.
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COURT STRIST

Most of Court Street that serves as a bound for this Historic
District was part of the ancient road to Red Hock known as Red Hook Lane,
officially laid out in 1760. Of course the gridiron pattern of streets
had not then been mapped or thought of for this region of farms. The old
road started at Fulton Strect near the old Reformed Dutch Church of
Brooklyn, ran diagonally to the present Pacific Strect just east of Court
Street, then down the line of Court Street halfway between Kane and Degraw
S?reets, where it sheared eastward in a long curve leaving this Historic
District at the present Degraw Street, cast of Tompkins Placc, The first
sch9ol house in this region, a frame building erectcd by neighboring
residents, stood on the west side of Court Street near the present No.
270, where an old lanc led westward to Cornell's house and mill. After
the sFraightening of the old farm road intc the present Court Strect in
the mid-19th century, continued usage made it a logical commercial artery.,
Court Street was soon lined with stores on most blocks and included a
marble works and a wocd and coal yard, as shown by Perris fire insurance
maps of 1855-60. Today, the predominantly 19th century houses are en-
tirely commercial at sidewalk level. Thus the strect continues to serve
Eﬁe Cob:le Hill community as a shopping and scrvice center as it did in

C past,

COURT STREET (Nos. 128-142) Botw. Atlantic Ave. & Pacific St.

WEST SIDE

On the southwest corner of Atlantic Avenue and Court Stroct stands
the handsome South Brooklyn Savings Bank, built in 1922 and desiguned by
McKenzie, Vcorhees & Gmelin. Recealling the heavily rusticatad facades
of Florentine palaces of the Renaissance, the richly ornamented doorfiame
on the Court Street side is surmounted by symbolic sculpture in bas re-
lief. The long side, witih its large, arched windows framed by pointed
arches, faccs Atlantic Avenue. The roof cornice, surmounted by a very
low parapet, is supported on a continuous rocw of stone brackets carved in
the form cf cagles. Buildings such as this, lend architectural distinc-
tion to this neighborhood.

Immediately adjoining the bank, at No. 136, stands a lower addition
of 1936 which, although it is smaller and follows a later version of
Italian Renaissance style, has considorable elegance and charm. It was
designed by Charles A. Holmes,

The four buildings which occupy the remainder of thc block were
erected between 1915 and 1917 with a uniform brick front and stores at
ground floor level. They are three stories in height and share a high,
blank parapet. They occupy the sites of four older buildings, of which
the two center ones were located in what was once Livingston Lane.

CCURT STREZET (Nos. 1h:4-160) Betw. Pacific & Amity Sts.

WEST SIDE

This commercial blockfront has unexpected character and diversity.
The northern half was erected for commerce in the 20th century. The
southern half, exemplifying three 19th century styies, was built chiefly
for residential use, and now includes a variety of small storefronts.

Occupying the north half of this blockfront is a three~story white
brick and terra cotta office building erected in 1929. Designed by
Shampan £ Shampan, it carries stylized ornamental bands typical of the
Paris 1925 "moderne" style across the facade. At sidewalk level, a
large modernized store has its own entrance in the chamfered corner at

Pacific Streect.
=10~
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The lower half of thc blockfront was developed 1848-185L and con-
tained no stores at the time of the 1860 fire insurance map.,

The architecturally interesting and unusual Gothic Revival house
at No. 154 was built by John Stevenson, who madc it his home in 185k,
He was a wcll-cstablished local plasterer., A shallow polygonal bay at
the left is balanced asymmetrically at the right by a projecting scction,
a composition four windows wide that gives the housc a much larger ap-
pearance than its 25-foot width of brdwnstone would imply. Now stuccoed
over, it still shows a brick roof cornice, with a row of dentils over a
corbeled designe The Gothic influence is clearly scen in the most un-
usual label or drip moldings which rise to a low peak over the windows to
accommodate the triangular top sash, The original front stoop and parlor
floor disappeared in a late 19th century recmodeling for a store at side-
walk level,

Both the three-story brick houses at the south end of the block were
built in 1848 in the then popular late Greeck Revival style. Noe 158 con-
tinues to present an interesting residential character, unaffected by its
basement store-church. The wrought ironwork up thc stoop retains the
characteristic volute at the left handrail and the footserspers at the
second step., The doorway and parlor windows still have their brecwnstone
lintels crowned with low pediments, though unfortunately tho contrast in
color is gone as the entire facade is now painted red. The house has the
handsome brick fascia and dentiled cornice typically found in the closing
years of this periode.

The corner house (No, 160) was built together with No., 158 as is
demonstrated by altcrnate bricks straddling the painted party linee. The
windows of this house are lower, accommodating a corner store at side-
walk level, In fact, Thomas McGlinn, grocer and owncr of both properties,
moved into the cormer in 1848, Twentieth century changes to No. 160 in-
cludec an extension on the Amity Strcet side and on Court Street a project-
ing black marble storefront lettered "restaurant" in subdued gilt. At the
corner, between the second floor windows, there still is an old block
bearing the street names,

COURT STRIET (Nos. 162-178) Betw., Amity & Congress Sts.

WEST SIDE

This commercial strect ccmes to us from the 19th century basically
unchanged., The cssence of this block is the neighborhood store, the built-
up core of a village, Its simple brick buildings, with bold overhanging
cornices, are predcminantly three stories high, and none higher than four.
The streect was always commercial, with a small store in each building.

This was also true in the casc of the frame houses which stood on the site.
of scme of the present buildings.

The earliest house on the block is No., 162, at the comer of Amity
Street, It was built in 18L0-41 for Thomas McGlinn, grocer, who had
bought a double lot and whc moved into both home and store the next year.
Its Greck Revival period is indicated by the restfully broad spacing be-
tween the windows and by their proportions. Note by contrast the higher
windows of the next four houses, which were built in the coursec of the
next two decades, No. 170 belongs to the late Italianate style cof the
1860s with its segmental-arched upper sash and lintels, The corniced
lintels are of brownstone, offering a contrast to the brick of the facade.

Stores have an importance of their own in historic districts. Nos
172 is an interesting example of an old store front, dating frcm the time.
of the erection of the building in 1880. The sections of the store
windows cn either side of the doorway retain opalescent glass panels with
diamond-shaped designs. Rectangular pancls, set abeve and below the store

Al
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COURT STREET (Nos, 162-178) Betw. Amity & Congress Sts.

windows, add variety to the facade. Notec also the fluted cast iron
pilaster next to the door at No., 168.

The double lot (Nos, 176-178), at the south corncr of the block, has
always been ampty at its Court Strect ends It was given by the philan-
thropist Cornelius Hecney to the Brooklyn Bencvolent Socicty. Formerly
used as a garden for the rectory (No. 223 Congress Strcet), it now scrves
as a parking lot.

COURT STREET (Nos. 180-210) Betw. Congress & Warren Sts.

WEST SIDE

The high stecple of the handsome Gothic Revival church at the south-
west corner of Congress and Court Streets provides a striking accent on
this strects St. Paul'!s (R.C.) Church was dedicated in 1838 and was built
on land donated by Cornclius Hecneys It is the sccond Roman Catholic
church built in Brooklyn. Originally, it was a low rectangular brick
structure, Greck Revival in style, with columns flanking the entrance.

The facade was changed to Gothic style, with a central cntry tower, in the
early 1860s and the brownstone vencering was applied in 1888, Still
later, in 1906, the low, flanking stair towers were crected and, at the
same time, a new sanctuary and sacristy replaced the old semi-circular
apses Most of the fine Gothic detail is concentratcd in the central towoer
section, where a pointed entrance door is surmounted by a Gothic window
with tracery. The rosec windows above are of plate traccery and are crowned
by ogival drip moldings with carved finials.,

Adjoining the church on thc south is a rew of four brick apartmert
houses, united by a continuous dentiled cornice, built in 1898 for Mary dJ.
F. Pratt and Ida F. Grampton and designed by William B. Tubby. A raisecd
panel at the center, bearing thc name "Foster," is surmounted by a ball
and flanked by scrolls., The original shop fronts with their slender wood
enframements arc some of the best prescrved in this part of Brooklyne.

The two sides of cach shop front are united by a central pedimentced gable,
an interesting decorative featurc., Noa. 206 occupices the rcar lot of an
interesting Greek Revival row house at No. 210 (described under No. 239
Warren Strecet). This brick house, with its pair of high end chimneys con-
nected by a horizontal section of wall, has stepped-down shculders con-
ccaling the low pitch of the roof.

COURT STREZET (Nos. 212-230) Betw. Warrcn & Baltic Sts.

WEST SIDE

The wast side of this strcet presents a singularly uniform appearance
with its row of three-story stuccoed brick houses, all of nearly equal
hei ght -

The row of scomingly identical houses was built in the carly 1850s in
two sections, Nos, 212-220 were built for John Greacen, Jre., a merchant,
and arc only a few inches lower than thosc on the south half of the strect,
Unfortunately, its cornice line has been interrupted by two 20th century
roof parapcts. The south half of thc block rctains its handsomc uniform
Neo-Gree cornices carricd on bracketse.

* A11 of these houses have stores at ground floor level and of thesc,
only the onc at No. 220 has a dignificd appearance today. With signs of
different heights and varied styles of lettering, the stores present a
heterogencous aspect which relates badly with the general cohercnce and
unity of the upper floors of these houscs. Had a design control board becn
in existence when these stores were remodeled, a harmenious quality could
Jjust as easily have been achieved.
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COURT STREZET (Nos. 232-243) Betw. Baltic & Kane Sts.

WEST SIDE

Considerable diversity in heights and apoearance of houses is ob-
servable in this street. A mid-19th century three-story Greek Revival
house at No. 23l retains its attractive pilastered doorway and stoop but
iron pipe has replaced the origzinal handrailings. Although it has also
had its cornice replaced by a brick parapet at the roof, its character as
an early dwelling is still evident. The three-story corner building, No.
232, erected at the same period, was built to accommodate a store at grade
and is lower than its neighbor, a pattern which recurs again and again
throughout the city wherein the corner buildings are lower than their
neighbors in the rows

As this is a commercial district, all the hcuses in this street have
stores at street level, In the Keeler, a four-story brick apartment house
with quoins, erected in 1886, one of the stores (No. 2L40) retains much of
its original appearance without any exterior sign to deface it. In the
past, gold letters were often applied directly to the glass bearing the
storekeeperts name and giving the store a prosperous, dignified appear-
ance,

The corner building, No. 248, with a side entry at No. 253 Kane
Street, has an interesting Queen Anne flavor in spite of later modifica-
tions. Erected in 1836, it has the picturesque quality of that cra.
Characteristic are the gabled roofline on the Court Strcet side, the bold
roof cornice, the projecting corner bay and tier of bay windows at the
side of the building and the typical use of terra cotta in the gable as a
contrast to the brick fabric. The application of a modern veneer to the
bay windows unfortunately introduces a discordant note.

COURT STREET (Nos. 250-30L4) Betw. Kane & Degraw Sts.

This long strecet displays a great variety in building usage, height
(within a maximum of five stories) and architectural style. Commercial
buildings, including a large new supermarket at the corner of Kane Street,
a one-story furniture store at Nos. 288-290, and many small stores serve
the neighborhood. The handsome three-story building at Nos. 292-29k, now
abandoned, was built in 1924 and once was a neighborhood amuscment center,
housing the Paras Court Theatre, with billard room and dance hall above.
Residential facilities provided on this block range from a small three-
story house with stocp at No., 282, unfortunately altered by the applica-
tion of an imitation brick front, to five-story brick apartment houses.
With the two exccptions of the supermarket and the theatre, all the
buildings on the block were erected in the 19th century. They present a
sequence of styles of the period, from Greek Revival through Romanesque
Revival.

The two apartment buildings at the north (Nos. 262-26L), erected in
189, are particularly handsoma examples of the late Romanesque Revival
style. Designed as a pair by architect John L. Young for William A,
Ferry, the arched windows at the second and fifth floors and the use of
quarry~faced stone bandcourses are typical of the style. The storcs at
gtreet level remain virtually unchanged and still rctain their interest-
ing cast iron supports.

A small three-story house (No. 266), which still retains Greek
Revival characteristics, is sandwiched in between this and the next group
of apartments (Nos. 268-70). Three littlc mid-19th century buildings at
Nos. 272-275 retain their original stores, of which the one at No. 27k is
the prototype. Thc Quesn Annc style appcears in the sunburst pediment
crowing the five-story apartment housc at No. 286. It was erected in 188L
for He W. Stearns, for whom the two five-story apartment housecs at Nos,
268-270 were built five years later., The one-story furniturc store at
Nos. 288-290 reprcsents the partial razing in 1936 of a higher existing
building and the application of a "Discount House" front to what was left.
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COURT STREBT (Nos. 250-30L4) Betw. Kane & Degraw Sts.

Among the most interesting houses in the entire Historic Distrct are
Nos,. 300-30&, erected in 1847-L9 as part of the development of the Degraw-
Court Street corner by architccts Horatio White and William Johnson of
Brooklyn. The two houses at Nos. 296-298 were originally identical with
Nos. 300-302, but were redesigned with new fronts at later dates., The
original group of seven houses, Nos, 296-30L Court and Nos. 273-275 Degraw
Strects, once madc this onc of the most attractive corners in Cobble Hill.
On the Court Strcet side, Nos. 300-302 display thce same attractive threc-
sided bay rising up the facade to the roof cornice as at the two Degraw
Strcet houses, a feature which also appecars at Noe. 271 Dograw. The cor-
beled brick arcade supporting the roof cornice appears again hcre, sur-
mounted by added, pancled parapets at Nos. 302-304, These houses belong to
that carly phasec of the Romancsque Revival style of the late 18L0s, when
architects delightcd in the use of contrasting brickwork designs. The low
stoop at No. 302 rctains interesting ironwork identical with that at Nos.
273-275 Degraw Strect. Stores occupy the ground floor at all three of the
houses on Court Strcet.

Inept alterations and new constructicn which is out of tune with the
character of the block as a whole have needlessly harmed this street, but
it still retains much that is interesting, including threc houses of ex-~
ceptional importance at the Degraw Street corner.
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DEGRAW STREZST  (Ness 157-173) Betw. Hicks St. & Cheever Pl.

NORTH SIDE

Half cf this shcrt strect is an empty lct. There is a small cne-
stcry taxpayer and a simple vernacular hcuse cf the Italianate pericd cn
the block. It is important, hcwever, that any re-develcpment be under
architectural contrcls in crder tc ensurc an apprepriate relaticnship with
the surrcoundings, and particularly with the hcuses arcund the ccrner
(discussed under Hicks Strcet).

DEGRAW STRIET (Necs. 175-191) Betw. Cheever P1l, & Henry St.

NORTH SID&

Fcur hcuses face this shert stroot in additicon te small steres at the
rear cf the ccrner property, which has ancther stcrc in its basement.
These fcur hcuses, erected in the carly 1850s in a simple versicn cf the
Italianatc style, had a builder with a fecling for architectural ccmpesi-
ticne Each twe hcuses have paired dccrways and share a2 twin stoop. The
handrailings cf these stccps have handscme arched-tep Italianate ircenwork
and end in tall cast ircn newel pcsts. The simply bracketed rccf ccrnices
remain intact and cchc thcse abcve the entrance decrs,

DEGRAW STRiu&T (Nos. 193-215) Betw. Henry St. & Streng Pl.

NORTH SIDE

This shcrt strect has cnly twe buildingse Onc is the lcng side of an
cld two-stcry frocstanding hcuse (dsscribed under Nee 491 Henry Strect)
which is ncw unfertunately hidden aseptically bchind a simulated random
brick vencer.

Occupying tihe cther ccrner is a fine Gethic Revival church designed
by Minard Lafever. Erccted in 1851-52 as the Streng Place Baptist Church,
it was kncwn as the Spanish Baptist Church in the mid-20th century and was
rcdedicated, in May 1959, as St. Frances Cabrini (R.C.) Chapel, it serves
the primarily Italian community. This stone church is deminated by a
massive squarc tcwer which riscs at the juncticn ¢f the streets. The tcwer
is strengthened by learge stepped buttresses which risce te its full height
enframing the triple arched cpenings cf the belfry at the tcpe A narrcw
turrct with lancet windcws balances it asymmetrically ncar the west aisle,
Between them, the main body of the church rises as 2 gabled facade within
whicli the dcminant fecture is the triply pcinted Gethic arch windcow. Sur-
rcunding the church is a strcng but simple ircn railing with very tall gate
pcsts ¢f unusual design. The Strong Place Baptist Church was the cffshect,
in Scuth Brccklyn, cf the Picrrepont Strect Baptist Church. Bceth were
crganized by the Rev, Dr. Elisha Le Taylcr, and bcth had as their architect
Minard Lafever whe meved from New York tc Brecklyn in 1847. Ameng the cri-
ginal trustces ¢f the Streng Place Church was E. Darwin Litchficlde

Adjcining the church cn Streng Place is the gabled Gothic chapel, alsc
designed by Lafever, where scrvices were first held in 1849. It was cri-
ginally the Sunday Schccl < f the church and was cne ¢f the mcst pcpular in
Brccklyn. The chapel and the adjcining hall (Nce 56-58) were dedicated in
1969 as Streng Place Day Care Center, and are scheduled to cpen in January
1970 with a kindergarten, cafeteria, and a Hcad Start program tc previde
fer centemperary needs., The rencvaticns ¢f church and center were by archi-
tect Lcuis Bellini.
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DEGRAW STREET (Nose 217-237) Betw. Strong Pl. & Clinton St.

NORTH SIDE

Only five houwes, built in the late 1850s, facc this short strect.
Their overall favorabls impact, despite various changes, derives from
the interesting ironwork at Nos. 223-227. Thc ironwerk at the stocps is
basically Italianate in style, while the areaway ironwork, of a simpler
pattern, includes gates that add a scnsc of privacy. No. 225 best repre-
sents the original appearancc of the row with its curvilincar cap molding
over a wreath cn the doorway lintel, a scalloped shell on the parlor
window lintels, and a bracketed roof cornicec, In additicn to the origi-
nal ircnwerk already mentioned, No. 225 has the typical long parlor flocr
windows with attractive guardrails,

DEGRAW STREET (Nos. 239-251) Betw. Clinton St. & Tompkins Pl.

NORTH SIDE

At the ccrner of Clinton Street, queoins at the second and third
stories of a late 19th century hcuse mark the original dwelling floors
and the fermer existence of a2 row of stores at street level, now mostly
converted to apartments because cf the demand fcr hcusing. The long
Degraw Street side has becn discrceetly modernized with brownstcne veneer
at street level and brick vencer above, leaving most of the scgmental-
arched windows at the second flocr.

A brick church in the Gethic Revival style faces the street at No.
2L9. Designed by Theobald Engelhardt, it was built in 1905 for the
Trinity German Luthcran Church and is now the South Brooklyn Seventh
Day Adventist Church. The gabled facade facing the street is flanked
by simple buttresses at the cerners, terminating in pointed arch motifs.
A handsome mclded ogee arch crowns the central doorway, and the long
windows above have corniced pointed arches. The church!s attractive high
railing retains its original posts. The vcrnacular mid-19th century
house (Nce 257) at the ccrner of Tompkins Place has as its cnly crnamen-
tal featurc a curvilinear cap molding and wreath on the lintel of the
central window, a design popular cn Cobble Hill.

DEGRAW STREET (Nos. 263-285) Betw. Tompkins Pl. & Court St.

Three hcuses face this short strect. Each calls attenticn to its
own beauty by its polygenal mascnry bays rising up the facade. Their
gemlike character is enframed by the plain long sides cf the corner
buildings facing Tcmpkins Place and Ccurt Strcete.

The ccempletely Gethic Revival character cf Ne. 271 is unique in this
Histeric District. The pcinted arches cf its ircnwork patterns at arca-
way and stcop as well as the drip mcldings at the windcws are characteris-
tic, while the miniature pcinted arches suppcrting the rccf cornice are
rarec., The house, designed to fit its narrcw 21)s foot lct, has nc window
at the center cf its angular bay. The molding crcwning its docrway
terminates in decorative impest blocks. The hcuse was built and sold in
1850 by Anscn Blake, Jre., whc with his father was active in developing
the scuthern tier cf this Histcric District.

The brick pair at Nos. 273 and 275, in ccntrast tc Ne. 271, feature
Romanesque Revival arcades suppcerting the dentiled brick rocf ccrnice,
This interesting arcading, seen alsc at Nos, 300-30L Ccurt Street, has a
rugged beauty. To achieve a fecling cf spacicusness within the L2-fcot
cverall width, the twc entrances are paired at center abcve a twin stcoop
and cach is flanked by a mascnry bay which cxtends up the full height of
the hcusc., Bcth these hcuses are part cf the develcpment in 18L47-48 by
Heratio White and William Johnscn, Brecklyn architects. Noeo 273 was pur-
chased frcm the architects by James Rcwen, a lumber merchant, whc made
his hcme here. =6~
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HENRY STREZET (Nos. 319-333 & only 316) Betw. Pacific St. & Atlantic Ave.

In the portion of the street which is within the Historic District,
a height of four or five stories is usual, This street has been tradi-
tionally commercial, with small stores at ground floor level of all the
apartment houses. A general sense of uniformity prevails, except for a
gasoline filling station at the corner of Henry Street and Atlantic Ave-
nue,

EAST SIDE e 4 ¥
e " AN 4 o4

The two similar five-story brick apartment houses (Nos. 331 and 333),
at the corner of Pacific Street, have stores at ground floor level and
bracketed roof cornices. They were built in 1888 for Karl Ludwig and are
extremely simple for that date. The two lower brick apartment houses
(Nos. 327 and 329) adjoining them are, if anything, even simpler in de~
sign and were erected in 1871, The store at No, 327 was converted to
residential use in the 1940s and a triple window replaced the store front,
which was stuccoed up to second story windowsill level., This type of al-
teration, typical of the period, leaves much to be desired and, had an
Historic District control been in existence at that time, might have been
greatly improved. The filling station on the corner of Atlantic Avenue is
not only out of scale with its neighbors but fails to relate with them.
Commercial facilities, when located in Historic Districts, can obtrude
less on their surroundings by being designed as much in scale with them
as possible and through the use of similar materials. They do not have
to be imitative in style.

WEST SIDE

The corner building facing on Atlantic Avenue (No. 110 there) is a
four-story brick apartment house with a shallow roof cornice resting on
closely spaced brackets. Small stores and a bar occupy the ground floor
of this building, with apartments above. The long side extends about half
way down the block on the Henry Street side.

L™ -

®F

# ¥
HENRY STREET Betw. Amity & Pacific Sts.

This street is outside the Historic District.

HENRY STREET (Nos. 355-369 & only 358-36L) Betw. Congress & Amity Stse

With the exception of the hospital buildings at the north end of this
street, which are outside the Historic District, the three-story houses
present a remarkably uniform appearance. An aura of domestic tranquility
reigns in this block where the houses are united by practically uniform
cornice lines, by similar window alignments and the retention of many
stoops~-all giving us a good idea of the original appearance of the street.

BAST SIDE

The handsome row of three stone-fronted residences (Nos. 363-367) on
this side of the street, adjoining the Amity Street corner, is remarkable
for its retention of detail. They were built in 1850-53 for Charles F.
A, Hinrichs, A Brooklyn mcrchant, who made his home in one of these
houses, They are good examples of Italianate style. At the first story,
the floor-length windows are crowned.by segmental-arched lintels with
cornice slabs carried on console brackets., The doorways are signalized
by higher, more ornate lintels and cast irom handrailings at the stoops,.
The lot south of No. 3567, was kept open as a yard and a very elaborate
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HENRY STRuED (Nos. 355-369 % only 353-36L) Betw. Congress & Amity Sts.

two-story sheetmetal bay window was added on this side about the turn of
the century. Although deteriorated at the front, No. 363 retains the
original carved consclc brackets over the doorway, its double front doors
and original window sash,

North of these houses, an empty lot with iron railing separatcs the
Dudley Memorial Building (described under No. 110 Amity Strcet) from No.
363, This monumental structure occupics the corner site and is fully cx-
posed on fcur sides.

WZST SIDE

Only the four houses (Nos. 358-36L). at the south end of the street
are within the Historic District. They are part of an Italianate row
which once extended the full length of thc block when crected in 1852-53
for Edward Wilson of Ulster County. Three retain their stoops, although
in altered form. No. 364 rcmains closest to its original appearance, with
doorway and floor-length parlor windows crowned by corniccs supported on
widely spaced console brackets. The hcuses still have their Italinnate
rocf ccrnices suppcrted cn widely spaced ccnscle brackets,

HENRY STRESET (Nos. 371-393 & 366-382) Betw. Warren & Congress Sta

Therc is a considerable contrast in this block between the large five-
story institutional building (Congress Nursing Home) on the west and the
array of low structures on the east, which vary from a long low building
at the south end and ascend in steps to three storics at the north end.
Between the fourth and fifth houses from the north corner is the entrance
to Verandah Place, lined on its south side by chamming little three-story
houscs.

EAST SIDE

The long low-lying corner building (No. 393) was erected in 1871 and
is distinguished principally by the segmental-arched dentiled brick lintels
of the second floor windows. The disordered array of signs above the
stores dctracts from the dignity of this conspicuous corncr building. A
tier of picturesque polygonal bay windows rising above the store entrance
(No. 377), at thc southerly corner of Verandah Place, is ornamented with
pressed shectmetal designs. Together with the interesting store interior,
thesc represent later 19th century additions to a mid-century building,
Just north of Verandah Placc, No. 375 rctains its stoop with some Greck
Revival ironwork end »rcportions of the 1340s. Adjoining it is a row of
threce narrow houses of 1873-7L, each crowned by a Neo-Grec cornice., No.
371, with an entrancc at Nc. 154 Ccngrdss Stroct, signalizes the ccrnor
cf the bleek by its queins. )

WEST SIDE

Standing back-to-back on the block with St. Peterts (R.C.) Church and
Academy is thc Congress Nursing Home (No. 374), which fills the entire
blockfront. Completely symmetrical, this five-stery brick building with
rusticated stone basc is large and imposing. It was originally dcsigned by
William Schickel & Co. as St. Pcter!s Hospital and was built in 1888 in the
popular Romancsque Revival style. Characteristic are thce handsome round-
arched windows with radial brick arches, trimmed with a terra cotta drip-
mold. A six-story central tower with entrance at its basce which once
deminated the facade, was reduced tc four stories and rebuilt in yellow
brick and window sash replaced when the building was transformed into a
nursing home in 1963.
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HENRY STREET (Nos. 371-393 & 366-382) Betw. Warren & Congrecss Sts.

On this site, sct on spacious grounds cn the southerly two thirds of
this block, once stcod a handsome mansicn with greenhouses and stables,
the residence of Nicholas Becar, Just north of it and extending tc the
Congress Street corner, was a row of three houses, The change from a
purely residential block to an institutional cnc was indicative of the

growing necds of the community between the 1850s and 1880s.

HENRY STREET (Nos. 395-411 & 38L4-L02) Betw. Baltic & Warren Sts.

The cast side of this short strecet has an open appearance, due in part
to the ampty back yard of the ccrner hcuse, No. L41l. A gencrally uniform
cornice line prevails, particularly on the west side. There is a pleasant,
domestic quality in this block which ccnsists almost cntirely of residences
and small apartment hcuses,

EAST SIDE

The three-story corner brick residence (No. 411), with corner store,
is the end house of a Greek Revival row crected on Baltic Strect in the
late 1830s, Later in the century, classical decorations, featuring swags
and roscttes were added, as are evident at the rocf cornice., The rcar yard
of this house, which scparates it from its ncighbor, is enclosed with an
unattractive concrete block wall with vertical palings and wire on top.

Had this wall been carried out from the dark-colored basc on the first
floor of thc housc in motching brickwork, it wculd have enhanced the ap-
pearance of beth hcusc and yard.

A pair cof quite clegant four-story brick apartment houses (Nes. LO1-
403) at mid-block, built in 1895, reflccts the classic influcnce of the
Chicago Fair in the symmetrical, centralized design and the classical deco-
rative metifs in the frieze of the rcof cornice. Bgth houses have swell-
front bay windows extending up full height thrcugh all four flocrs, echoed
in the curvature cof the rocf cornice. The five-story apartment building
(Nos. 393-399) adjcining them, designed in a similar style, dates frcm the
same periocd.

WEST SIDE

Except for No. L0O2, the ccrner house, built in the late 1880s, the
long row of eight houscs (originally a rcw cf nine extending tc the Warrcen
Strecet. corner) still displays a quality of homcgencity. This is broken
only by the incpt remcdeling of Ne. 39b, where all crnament has been pared
off and rcugh-faced imitation stcne vencer applied. Several of the houses
rc¢tain handsome decrways with lintels carried cn vertically placed conscle
brackets, best scen at Nc. 400, The bracketed rcef ccrnices are richly
detailed and, althcugh sct at slightly diffcerent heights, are designed in
uniform style.

HENRY STRZET (Nos. L413-431 & LOL-420) Betw, Kane % Baltic Sts,.

Althcugh at first glance there appears tc be a great contrast between
the twce sides cf this street, where a2 20th century schceol building faces a
row cf houscs dating from the previcus contury, viewing the sides inde-
pendently, therc is a gencral unifcermity cf effect. A large brick schceel
fills the centirc east side, while a unifcrm row of fcour-story apartment
hcuses coccupies the west side, interrupted only mcementarily by a pair of
lower and clder residences,
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HENRY STRZLT  (Nos. 413-431 & LOL-L20) Betw. Kanc & Baltic Sts.

EAST SIDE

Where ten small houses once faced Henry Street, P.S. 29 now fills
the block. Built in 1919, and formerly known as the J. M. Harrigan Jr.
High School, this massive, rectangular, brick structure, with stone trim,
is five stories high. The central portjon, with entrance door, and the
end bays project slightly forward. The®roof parapet, punctuated by
stepped-up sections, echoes wall piers separating the windows below.
Light and air are provided here by triplic-and quadrupl e-divided windows,
of which the uppermost have the low, three-centered arches typical of
Collegiate Gothic architecture of the Zclectic period. The Gothic theme
is repeated at the windows at ground level and at the pointed entrance
doorway.

WEST SIDE

On this side of the street, the nearly uniform cornice line is
broken only by the two lower houses toward the north end (Nos. 408 and
L10). They are the oldest on the block, dating from the late 1840s, and
are Greek Revival in style. Of this pair, one has a typical simple flush
wood fascia board, and the other a pilastered doorway and handsome iron-
work at the stoop, tailored to fit the stepped, pancled wing walls. The
three narrow houses near the Baltic Street corner have a uniform stone
facade and similar bracketed cornices. They were built in the late 1870s.
The windows have dignified frames with cornices at the top and the door-
ways of Nos., LOL and LO6 retain their low-arched lintels aligned with the
cornices of the adjoining windows. The southern half of the street is oc—
cupied by five handsome houses (Nos. 412-,20) with stone frouts and uni-
form roof cornice, all built in 1884-88 for Cornelius Donncllon of
Brooklyn and then sold to F. A. O. Schwarz, the toy manufacturer. They
were designed by George Chappell of New York in the Neo-Gree style, as
seen by the window and doorway enframements, with incised detail, and in
the multi-bracketed and paneled rocof cognices. Shop fronts occupy the
ground floors, except at Nos. 412 and LIl; which still retain their original
doorways, low stoops and scme of the old ironwork. ‘

HENRY STREZT (Nos. L33-495 & L2L-L8l) Betw. Degraw & Kane Stse.

This long street continues to maintain the peaceful residential
character of rows of houses three and four stories high. The west side has
a marked uniformity. Variecty is mostly expressed in small differences for
rew-house architecturs, in the styles botween the 18L0s and 1870s. The
character of the strecet has been somewhat harmed by the frequent addition
of roof parapets, smooth~stuccoing of facades, and stuccoed side walls of
many of the stoops. It is just such design intrusions which Historic
District controls can aid in avoiding.

EAST SIDE

At the corner of Degraw Strect is one of the relatively few freestand-
ing houscs (Noe 491) in this Historic District with cpen ground on all four
sides, Two stories high and four windows wide, it was built between 18LL
and 1850 as the residence of George A. Jarvis. He was a merchant-grocer in
New York and, later, president of the Lenox Insurance Company. More re-
cently it was the community house of the adjoining Strong Place Baptist
Church. Unfortunately all indications of style have been cbliterated be-
hind a simulated random brick veneer with soldicr courses and high roof

parapet.

Jacob Frost initiated the develcpment of the next eight houses (Nos.
475-439)in 184L-L45. Scmetimes he scld the hcuse, and scmetimes the empty
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HENRY STREBET (ilcs. L33-L95 2 L2l-L48L) Betw. Degraw & Kane Sts.

lct. At lcast Nos. L79-481 worc constructed by the local builder Richard
Whipple, a carpenter. Judging by windcw alignments, varying heights, and
docrway trcatment, they were built in pairs. Scme still have at the rocf
cornice the dentiled brick fascia typical of the 1840s. Scven cof these
houses retain at their stocps their dignified Greek Revival handrailings
ornamented simply with a Greek fret immediately below the handrail, as
well as yard railings with gates for privacy. Nos. L67-473 signalize a
change in the street linec by stepping their facades forward successively.
That they beleng together as a group is shown by their similar segmental-
arched openings. Built in the carly 1850s in the Italianate style, they
are now unfortunately much modificde An idea of the criginal row may be
cbtained from the very handsome scgmental-arched lintels above the parlor
and second story windcws at No. L71. No. L69 retains its brick facade,
pancled docrway and intceresting roof ccernice. The fascia echees the
arched window openings below. Noe. 473 retains its original solid paneled
doublc cuter docrs. Handsome Italianate ironwork at the stoop and arca-
way of the center hcusc of the next row (Nos. 459-463) must be noted.
These houscs were erected about 1857 for Edward Shaurman.

The adjcining nine houses beleng tc the Nec-Grec period of the late
1870s and werc built as thrce rows (Nos. 455-457, LL9%-L53A, and LL7-LLS).
Unfortunately, they have becn much changed or the details smcothed out.
The three brick houses at Nos. 455-457 rctain the bay windows at the par-
lor stcry, Nos L4L5% has intercsting ironwork cf the peried, and the cri-
ginal brownstone detail including a band ccurse is best secn at Nc. L57.
The row cf fcur brewnstone houses (Nos. LL$-L534) has a centinucus
bracketed rocf cornice, and the criginal Nec-Grec detail is still seen
at the parlor flccrs of its end hcuscs.

The ncrthernmost three hcuscs (Nos. 439-4L45) provide a handsome termi-
nus for this blcck. They were built as carly as 1848, with the two man-
sards addcd later in the century. On the basis of the windew alignment
these thrce houses, though cn different-size lots, were built as a row.
Except fcr the mansard, Ncs, 439 and LL1 arc pairs. Each is unusually
large, being four windcws wide with the entrance off center. They retain
their mid-century prcperticns and long parler windows. The stccps have
interesting later ircnwerk. The mansard added tc No. 441 in the 1860s has
three pedimented dermers and rests on a cornice supported by an unusual
closely scrrated rcw cf brackets., This ncrth end of the block running
through tc Streng Place was assembled in 1846-48 by Jchn Van Nostrand,
grocer-mcrchant of New Yerk City. He made his residence at Neco LU1.

James Van Ncstrand, president cf the Merchants Exchange Bank cof New York,
made his residence in 1648 at Nec. 439 which had a large garden., Both
houscs new comprise the Convent cf the Infant Jesus, with a total frentage
cn Henry Strect of 101 fect, including the spacicus walled garden aleng
Kane Strect.

WEST SIDE

The row cf four brick hcuses (Nos. L24-L30) at the Kane Street end of
this blcck belcengs tc the Greek Revival style cf the 1840s, Typical is
the handscme stone cuter deccrway at Nce 425, with pilasters supperting a
large entablaturc; alsc the miniature stcne ccrmices cover the window lin-
tels at Nco L2h; the rcof ecrnice with short brick fascia at No. L428; and
the beautifully delicate ircnwork at the stocp and areaway cf Nc. 430.
Noel Beecar, whese mansicn was con Henry Strect near Warren, purchased these
fcur lcts in the 1830s as part cf a large tract cn Henry Strect, owned
later by his widcw Debcrah C. Becar, who was taxed fcr three of these
hcuses in 1889 and ilary Becar fcr the ccrner hcusc. The plaque cn Nco 426
proclaiming it as the birthplacc cf Jennie Jercme in 1850 is errcnecus.
The mcother ¢f Winston Churchill was indeed bern within the bcunds cf
Cobble Hill Histcric District, but her birth cccurrcd im 1854 at the then
Nce 8 Amity Strect, now He. 197 Amity Street, where it is discussed. Hcw-
ever, it is a fact that befcre Jenniel!s birth, her parents lived with her
uncle Addiscn Ge Jercme at Nco 292, ncw Noo 426 Henry Strcet which he had
leased,
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HENRY STREI (Nos. L33-L95 & L2L-L3L) Betw. Degraw & Kane Sts.

The rest cf this lcng street is built in short grcups cf two tc four
hcuses, using slightly varying versicns cf the Italianate style cf the
1850s. At the docrways, segmental-arched pediments arc scen at Nos. L38-
L42, then fcllcw meny ccrniced slabs, segmentel-arched lintels with
shculders arc at Neso L458-L3L  and 470, and pediments appear at Nos. L78-
480, The few hcuses happily rctaining bracketced rocflines shew varictye.
Unfortunately the character of the block has been needlessly harmed by the
stuccoed walls added to so many houses. Varying patterns of Italianate
ironwork remain, however, at Nos. L50-456, including balconies at No. 450,
while No. L76 has the added glory of a yard railing with gates for privacy.
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HICKS STREET (Nos. L65-521) Betw. Degraw & Kane Sts.

EAST SIDEZ

This is a street of multiple uses such as is often found on the
edges of Historic Districts. Near the center of the strect a five-story
parochial school, built in 1922, rises above its three and four-story
older neighbors. In the event of re-development a block front such as
this should properly be under architcctural controls . because it re-
lates so cri#ically to its surroundinzis. The rest of this block has many
charming houses with original ironwork (facing Kane Street and Cheever
Place). An inappropriate development of the Hicks Street frontage could
be a serious intrusion into the homogeneous character of the Historic
District. ~

HICKS STREET (Nos, L439-455) Betw. Kane & Baltic Stse.

EAST SIDE

The three-~story brick building which occupies the corner (No. 455
Hinks Street) is part of a Greck Revival row on Kane Street. It retains
a late 19th century store front, cxtended in front of the building line,
with a diagonal corner entrance at No. 129 Kane Street. The sturdy doors
have long glass lights with small solid pancls at the bottom. The long
side of the building, with only four windows, faces Hicks Street; the
characteristic dentiled roof cornice of the Kane Strcet front does not,
however, extend around the corner to the Hicks Strecct side. A small alley
with a doorway scparates the corner building from Nos. LL47 and LL9. Al-
though of diffcoring heights, both these low buildings contain stores which
share a common cornice, The store front at No. LL49 is the original, with
slim corner posts and panecled baseboard beneath the show windowse.

Filling the northern half cf this block are four apartment houses
(Nose 439-LL5) united behind an architecturally uniform facade. These
six~story brick buildings of 1876~77, together with the adjacent
structures at Nos, 134-1L0 Baltic Strect, arc the famous Home Buildings--
landmark modcl tenements of fireproof construction., They were financed
by Alfred Tredway White (18L6-1921), the noted Brooklyn businessman and
philanthropist, who introduced them here after studying prototype housing
of a similar naturc in England. Tcnement house reform, the subject of
increasing concern since the publication in 1845 of a shocking report by
the Association for the Improvement of the Conditions of the Poor, gained
increasing strength in the 1850s. This movement culminated in the com-
prehensive rcport of 1865 by the Council of Hygience of the Citizens!
Association which led to the passage of the Tenement House Law of 1867,
the first of several reform measurcs. The role played by the press and,
most particularly, by Walt Whitman, should be cmphasized. As early as
1856 Whitman had pleaded for builders of tcnements to follow English
models and, in an article published on May 1, 1857, to "mingle a little
philanthropy with their moncy-mzking and tc construct tcnement houses with
a view to the comfort of the inmates as well as the maximum of rent.m
A. T. White!s Home Buildings must thus be understocd as the architectural
expression of the tsmément hcuse reform movement of the previous decadcs.
Interestingly cnough, A. T, White claimed that he always made a 5% annual
profit and insisted that, although his tenements did indeed serve working-
class tcnants, he hacd not built them primarily as a philanthropist but as
a sound business investment and as a procf of what could be done to im-
prove ccnditions throughout the City.

The Heme Buildings were designed for White by William Field & Son,
architects, and were the first of a scries of model tenements he built in
Brooklyn, Comparcd in their straightforward simplicity with the more
elaborate tencments White built a year later on the block to the north,
we sense here the barest statement of a theme, Yet the basic planning
ideas are here., BEspecially important was the decision to build to a
depth of only half a city lot: for a eorner prcperty, as in this in-
stance, this dceision prcvided a recrcational arca for the tenants! usce
The shallow plen, cven mcre importantly, provided ample light and air to
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HICKS STREET (Nos. L439-455) Betw. Kane & Baltic Sts.

all rooms. A central open stair tower served each pair of buildings by
means of open balconies. These central stair towers arc signalized on
the exterior by two vertical picrs of brick, The roof cornices of the
main wall, of corbeled brickwork, altcrnate with amusingly designed wood
cornices above the top floor balconies.

. The continuing popularity of the Home Buildings bears out A. T.
White's assumption that these six-story walk-ups were safe and practical,

HICKS STREFT (Nos. 417-L35) Botw. Baltic & Warren Sts.

EAST SIDE

Following immediately upon the success of thc Homc Buildings (Nos.
L39-LL5 Hicks Strect), Alfred T. White and the architects William Field
& Son commenced work on the equally famous Tower Buildings (Nos. 417-435),
These Victorian buildings arc most intercsting architccturally. Althcugh
they are reminiscent of the carly phase of the Remanesque Revival, the
creative use of brick and iron makes the Tow.r Puildings a bold cxpression
of the 1870s. These twelve six-story buildings of 1878-79 arc part of a
large complex grouped around a central courtyard forming a pleasant quad-
rangle designed for the recreation of the tenants, The scuth side of this
quadrangle was formed by a group of four buildings at Nos. 129-135 Baltic
Street; the north side by four buildings at Nos. 136-142 Warren Street;
and the casc side by two rows cf small workers! cottages (deseribed under
Nos, 1-25 and 2-26 Warrcn Place).

The twelve units facing Hicks Strect have three stair towers with
recesscd balconies scrving four apartments at each floor, while the four
houses on the side streets cach have a single common stair towers In the
buildings of the main complex cn Hicks Strcet, the architectural treat-
ment is more cexpressive and elaboratc than cn the side strcets. The stair
towers are carried up abeve the rcof; the iron balcony railings are more
decorative, with picced sheetmetal pancls capped with open railings.

The curved stair towers arc recessed behind these baleonies and arc
separatced from the buildings behind tham by firewalls. The building roofs
arc surmountcd by low brick parapets which mect the open railings above
the balconicse

These model tenements were described by White as "Impreved Dwellings
for the Laboring Classes." One cf the most interesting features of these
buildings was the outsidc staircase which cbviated the use of an enclosed
shaft and hallway running up through the center of the house--a cateh-all
for refuse, a potential chimney for smocke and flames and a constant
transmitter of neisc from floor tc flcor. The passages lcading to the
apartments open dircctly off balconies at cach floor which link them to
isolated opcn-air staircascs. The Towers, a develepment of the Home
Buildings, was, in turn, supcrceded by the Riverside tenements of 1890
at Joralemon Strect.

HICKS STREET (Nos. 395-415) Betw, Warren & Congress Sts.

BAST SIDE

The fceling of this bleck is cne of spacicusness. Occupying the
southwestern corner of the same block as the Ccngress Nursing Heme (for-
merly St. Petorts Hospital), which frents on Henry Stroet, St. Poter's
Church prevides a welceme relief to the high rows cf apartment houses ad-
joiring it to the scuth. The church was begun in 1859 under the pastcrate
of Father Fransicli with about 3,000 parishoners and was dedicated in 1860.
It was dcsigned by architect P. C. Kcclcye Set back frem the street, this
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HICKS STiwsl  (Nes. 395-L15) 3etw. Worren & Cengress Sts.

o

carly Rocmanesque Rovival church displays scme intercsting detail. The
round-arched window heads have a crenellated cffect which is mest unusual
while the side doors at the frent have littlc gables which lenc them
dignity. The stecplce, ncw gabled, was cncce surmountcc by an octagonal
spire whiclh rcse tc a ccnsiderable heights. A niche in the front cf the
church tcwer contains a statuce. Hendscme brick cerbels extend arcund all
four sides of the steeple beneath the lcuvered belfry.

In 1806 Father Fransicli built St. Pcterts Schecl (foermerly Academy),
a simplc brick three-story structurc with crenclated dcorway and rcunc-
arched windcws cn the scecnd flccr similar tc these ¢f the church., The
first ancd third flccr windcews have scgmental arches and the structurc is
crewned with a lew hipped rocf,

Both church and schccl arc surrcunded by a spacious yard cnclcsed by
an iron fence with gates oppesite the cntrances,

HICKS STREAT (cnly Nos. 391-393) Betw. Congress & Amity Sts.

EAST SIDE

The cnly heusc in this block which lies insicde the Historic District,
No. 393, is very similar tc the hcuscs of the carly 1850s at Nos. 109 &
111 Cengress Stroect arcund the cornor althcugh it wes built after 1660,
This house, with its long sicde cn Ccngress Strect, has a very high basc-
men®, simple wincdcw lintels and a dentiled cernices. The twe-abceve-two
windcws arc thc only indicaticn that it was built in the secend half of
the 19th century. The arcaway retains scme interesting ircnwerk althcugh
the stcop has been romodeled with unattractive, stepped brick wing wallse
There is an cmpty lot nerth of Nce. 393
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KANE STREET (Nos. 226-248, 198-224 & 211-261) Betw. Court & Clinton Sts.

Kane Street, originally Butler, was known as Harrison Street for most
of its history. It presents an unusually diversified vista. On the south
side, which is divided by Tompkins Place, the eastern block front is the
scene of an early development in coordinated site planning. The north
side primarily consists of rows of three-story brick houses of the mid-
19th century, several with planted front vards. Also obvious because of
its incongruity is an old house (Mo. 221) near Clinton Street that has
been altered with bold horizontal fenestration. The purpose of desig-
nating an Historic District is to avoid just such design errors in the
course of desired modernization.

SOUTH SIDE

Beyond the supermarket nestles a pair of diminutive shallow houses.
Respectively 14 and 15 feet wide, each has one double window at each
floor. At the parlor floor of lio. 240 the narrow round-arched sash are
separated by a central vertical mullion, a popular design of the
Italianate style in the early 1850s when this pair was erected.

The splendid religious school building at No. 236 was erected in
1853-55 in the early Romanesque Revival style. Rising the full height
of the building are a wide central arch and narrow flanking arched win-
dows, each accented by several moldings and by a handsome semicircular
drip molding supported on decorative impost blocks. The narrow arches
are in truncated square corner towers, linked by a high gable above the
central arch. The double doors at center have a radial arched transom,
surmounted by & handsome segmental-arched molded lintel with shoulders
resting on console brackets. Its facade, now smooth-stuccoed, was
built of blue marble by the Middle Dutch Reformed Church in 1853-55.

The building served as a temporary church until completion of the main
church, and then for lectures and meetings. Its further history is
given below.

(Continued on next page)
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KANE STREET (Nos. 226-248, 198-22L & 211-261) Betw. Court & Clinton Sts.

The synagogue at the corner of Tompkins Street was originally the
Middle Dutch Reformed Church; its cornerstone was laid in 1855. De-
signed in the early Romanesque--at that time ci#lled the Norman--style, a
central entrance is divided into three splendid doorways enframed by a
round arches supported on clustered columns. Round arches also crown
the other openings and blind arcades as well as the tracery of the
handsome stained glass windows. Pointed Puttresses alternate with the
windows along the side. Square towers of different size and height
rise at the front corners, and corbeling is seen at the roof. Origin-
ally the church was trimmed with browhstone;“it is now smooth-stuccoed.
The church was acquired in 1887 by Trinity German Lutheran Church, and
in 1905 by the present owner, the congregation Baith Israel Anshei Emes.
Known as the "Mother Synagogue' and the oldest in Brooklyn, this con-
gregation was organized in 1856. Thus, the history of this building
mirrors the changing character of the city's population.

An early instance of good site planning is seen in the develop-
ment by Gerard W. Morris, a New York lawyer, in 18L49-1854 of the block-
front west of Tompkins Place, as well as around both corners (Ilos. 206-
22h Kane Street, Nos. 10-12 Tompkins Place and Nos. 301--313 Clinton
Street). Eighteen houses, mostly only 1L or 15 feet wide, were de-
signed as a group and consequently seer: more spacious than they other--
wise would have. Their simple adaptation of the Italianate style
aids this impression. Adjoining entrances are paired in a sharply pro-
jecting section that is surmounted at the roof by a pediment. The
repetitive effect of these projecting sections adds grace and variety,
as well as a sense of spaciousness. Rising above a twin stoop, round-
arched doorways are in turn succeeded by paired windows. The recessed
parts of the facade have tripartite windows, which at the parlor floor
are mostly still graced by their original balconies. The ironwork
at stoops and balconies, still virtually intact for most of the develop-
ment, includes a Gothic trefoil motif along the top, and also along the
base at the balconies.

NORTH SIDE

It seems best to gescribe as a group the fifteen dwellings built
as pairs or short rows along the north side. All were constructed
in the 18L40s and 1850s. Nos. 233-235 and Nos. 243-249 are in the Greek
Revival style characterized by the dignified stone outer doorways and
handsome swirling stoop railings at all houses except Nos. 235 and 249,
This style's typical inner door enframement is seen at No. 233 and 2u4T.
The roof cornice with brick dentils is retained at Nos. 24T and 2L9.
Almost identical with these and built in about the same proportions
are Nos. 239 and 241, which are transitional in style with handsome
Italaianate railings and, at No. 239, a good example of this incoming
style's paneled double doors. Similarly transitional in style is the
row from No. 219 through No. 225 (excepting the present altered
appearance of No. 221, which was discussed in the introduction to this
street). The shallow pedimented lintels retained at the parlor floor
of No. 225 are in the late Greek Revival tradition. The handsonme
Italianate ironwork of the balconies at Nos. 219 and 225 and stoop
and areaway railings at Nos. 223 and 225 include the "palm tree’ notif
that was popular on Cobble Hill. The latest dwellings on this block-
front and the only ones built in the full Italianate style, including
brownstone facades, are Nos. 227-231. Erected in 1856, the windows
end doorways are segmental-arced, and the interesting brackets at the
roof are paired to match the window spacing. The Italianate ironwork
at the stoop of Wo. 231 is a third variant in this style on this block-
front.

At No. 251, rising five stories high, is a handsome Romanesque
Revival apartment house designed by architect John L. Young in 189k

for George E. Corcoran, Built with two shallow bays, each three windows
wide, it is unified by boldfaced stone bandcourses set just below the

window lintels. The top floor has a striking row of windows surmounted
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KANE STREET (Nos. 226-248, 198-22L4 & 211-261) Betw. Court & Clinton Sts.

by radial brick arches emphasized by stone trim. The building is
crowned by a large sheetmetal cornice with pulvinated (convex) frieze.

The brick building at the corner (No. 253 Kane, described under
No. 248 Court Street) was erected in 1886. It introduces the quaint-
ness of the Queen Anne style with bay windows projecting from the upper
stories. The bays are now unfortunately covered with simulated stone
veneer.,

KANE STREET (Nos. 176-196, 152-1Th4 & 167-209) Betw. Clinton & Henry Sts.

This street, like the one to the east, presents an unusually diver-
sified vista. On the south side, which is divided by Strong Place,
the first block front is dominated by the long side of a church, while
beyond Strong Place are empty lots and a walled garden. The north side
has several 19th century buildings but is dominated by a 20th century
public school and playground. With so much open ground, this street
has a feeling of spaciousness.

SOUTH SIDE

Christ (P.E.) Church (described under Clinton Street) was designed
by the famous architect Richard Upjohn, and built in 1841-18h2 in the
Gothic Revival style. Its long side of alternating buttresses and
pointed windows dominates Kane Street. Behind the apse, and lower, is
the former chapel now used for lectures. Somehow this church has es-
caped being stuccoed over; it still stands with the pleasingly varied
coloring of its rough-hewn sandstone. Beyond a fenced-in garden plot
is No. 176, the only house on the block. Built after 1845 by the local
contractor, Jeremiah O'Donnell, who lived outside this Historic District,
this house presents elements of varying styles, but is primarily Italian-
ate in feeling. It reputedly served at one time as the rectory. On the
west side of Strong Place are empty. lots and the walled garden of a con-
vent on Henry Street.

NORTH SIDE

Along the corner runs the side of the five-story brick Publie School
No. 29, built in 1919 (described under Henry Street). Blending well
with the prevailing brick on this street, this school is a good example
of a 20th century design enhancing its surroundings. Adjoining is a
large playground. Nos. 193-195 and 199 are all that survive of an un-
usually long row of eleven brick houses erected in 1844-45 by Jacob
Carpenter, before he went bankrupt. He was a carpenter, at Atlantic
Avenue near Clinton Street. These houses have the dignified stone outer
doorway so typical of the Greek Revival style. Nos. 193 and 195 have
their original areaway railings and stoop railings with vestiges of a
curvilinear wrought iron motif below the hand rails. In their midst
now stands a five-story Romanesque Revival apartment house (No. 19T)
built at the end of the century. The street floor of rough~cut stone
has three large round arches with stone trim, which are echoed by four
round-arched windows with radial brick at the top story. No. 201 is a
pleasant little private garage and apartment above, converted from a
stable, with the dentiled brick arch and toothed fascia typical of the
late 19th century. The corner house (No.31lk Clinton Street) was almost
doubled in size when its rear annex on Kane Street was built in 1884,
Now shorn of bay windows and roof cornice, it retains over its doorway
a Neo-Grec cornice on brackets.
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KANE STREET "(Nos. 134-150, 118-132 & 129-165) Betw. Henry & Hicks Sts.

This street, divided on the south side by Cheever Place, primarily
presents three-story brick houses of the Greek Revival period which
retain considerable original ironwork of varying patterns. At the north--
east corner, four-story Neo-Grec houses have their Kane Street facades
of brick. This is unusual on Cobble Hill where the conservative
builders generally preferred to continue the brownstone that had become
fashionable in mid-century.

SOUTH SIDE

The house at the southeast corner (described under No. 424 Henry
Street) displays on its Kane Street side its long gable roof with an
attic room tucked in between the chimneys. A rear addition nestles
behind a masonry bay decorated with incised floral motifs. Beyond the
back yard is an interesting two-story brick garage, which was built by
Owen McShane, owner-architect, in 1892 as a combined soda water factory
and horse stables. The doorways and windows have flat arches of brick
with a keystone, and the same design is used over the round-arched
oversize hayloft doors used for hoisting goods to the second floor. At
the corner of Cheever Place are a pair of houses (Nos. 136-138), which,
although of the generous width of 25 and 27 feet, have had their en-
trances paired. Their battered doorframe is without ears, and No. 136
retains its handsomely paneled double doors. The twin stoop has iron--
work with a unique design of circular castings along the base and
diminutive newel posts.

The row of eight dignified houses between Cheever Place and Hicks
Street has been interestingly adapted by its builder to the slope of
the street, descending pair by pair. They are suitably transitional
for their approximate 1850 period, using the incoming simple wood
brackets in pairs below the roof cornice. Their distinction, however,
is in the ironwork at the stoops which have Greek key castings be-
neath the hand rails. There is the usual corner store at each cend
house of the row.

NORTH SIDE

The row at the west corner (los. 129-137) deserves comment in
that four of its five houses have retained their original Greek
Revival dentiled cornices with short brick fascias, so typical of
the late 18L40s (but changed in too many instances to a later style).
At the corner house, a store with a sharply projecting facade was
added in the Neo-Grec period. The other four houses retain their
original beautiful handrailings at the stoop which' swirl in a manser
popular in this Historic District. The row was built by William D.
McCearty, a local auctioneer and merchant living outside of this
District. The two adjoining houses (Nos. 139-141) retain some in-
teresting Greek Revival ironwork at the areaways, as well as at the
stoop of No. 139.

A very handsome pair of Creek Revival houses (Nos. 147-1L49),
built in 1845-46, has survived relatively unchanged. Characteris-
tic of this style are the overall generous proportions, the door-
ways, ironwork and dentiled roof cornice. Particularly well
preserved is the doorway of No. 149, with its sidelights and five-
paned transom. The elegant two-~-paneled door is unusual on Cobble
Hill. At its graciously wide stoop, marking the transition from
platform to steps, is a pair of rectangular ironwork panels with
a beautiful and unusual oval floral motif. These panels also survive
at No. 147. 1In addition to the ironwork at both stoops, No. 1k9
has the original areaway railing and gate. One of this pair was
briefly the residence of William T. Dugan, a New York sailmaker,
who in 1845 had purchased here a tract of five lots. The remainder
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of the row built for him (Nos. 151-155) retains dignified outer stone
doorways and the same dentiled roof cornice, except for No. 151 which
was replaced by a mensard roof in the 1860s. No. 151 retains its
paneled stepped wing walls at the stoop, and No. 155 its original inner
doorway .

The east corner displays an unusuelly interesting development in the
Neo-Grec style. Five houses facing Henry Street and one facing Kane
Street were erected 1884-88 by their owner Cornelius Donnellon, a local
builder who lived on Pacific Street within the District. The architect
was George Chappell of New York. As a team they evolved an interesting
compromise solution to meet varied tastes. While the Henry Street
facades were built with the locally favored brownstone, the Kane Street
facades are of brick and limestone, the customary materials for this
style and popular on Manhattan. No. 157 is an excellent example of
Neo-Grec. The decided contrast of red brick and limestone is empha--
sized by horizontal bandcourses set at impost block and windowsill
level. Stone pediments, delicately incised with a linear foliate de-~
sign,crown its doorway and windows. This treatment is echoed at the
adjoining long side of the corner house. In 1888 the entire develop-
ment of six buildings was purchased by Frederick A. O. Schwarz, the
founder of the well known toy store establishment in Manhattan.
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PACIFIC STREET (Nos. 152-198 & 153-197) Betw. Court & Clinton Sts,.

This street is interesting by reason both of its multiple uses and
because of its fine examples of Victorian and Romanesque Revival
architecture, which occur only occasionally in the rest of the Cobble
Hill Historic District. The north side is primarily devoted to manuface
turing or storage, including street level garages in converted stables.
Building heights vary from one-story to six stories. The studio of the
sculptor, Henry Kirke Brown was located on this street in the 1850s.

SOUTH SIDE

Dominating the street in height and picturesque mass is the
Louis Hirsch Memorial Jewish Education Center (Nos. 174-182). Built
in 1888-89 as Public School No. 78, it is an interesting example of
municipal architecture in the early Victorian style. Tts high three-~
story bulk is surmounted by an elaborate roof cornice of formal balanced
design, with gables a nd central tower in bold profile against the sky.
‘The projecting entrance tower rises above the roof cornice and is
crowned by a truncated slate roof.

Diminutive, especially by contrast, is the adjoining two-story
brick building (No. 172), erected in the late 1850s in a handsome
version of the early Romanesque Revival style. Formerly a stable, it
has recently been converted to residential use. Three arches rise two
stories, the large central one beins emphasized by a gable at the roof-
line, The openings, at street level, have shallow segmental arches
supported by carved Italianate brackets which face each other.

In the row of four early Greek Revival houses (Nos. 164-170),
No. 170 best retains its original appearance, including a fine but
simple doorway with sidelights and paneled stone wing walls at the
stoop. Some of the original delicate ironwork, with crestings, survives
at the front yard. This house was built in 1835-36 for Charles Young,
counsellor-at-law, No. 166 has a new yellow brick front.

An outstanding building, No 162 is designed in the early Roman-
esque Revival style, with handsome round-arched doors and windows at
both floors. The main floor is emphasized by piers and corbeled arches
with brick dentils signalizing the central one. The arched windows
are complemented by the blind brick bull!s-eye on the stepped gable,
of later date. A striking feature of this building is the divided
stoop at which the stairs ascend to a central landing from opposite
sides.,

NORTH SIDE

At the Clinton Street corner, the Italianate style appears at the
doorway of No. 153. Here, a pair of interesting paneled doors, with
transom, is surmounted by a handsome segmental-arched lintel-block,
with cornice, carried on carved brackets. It has a very high stoop
approached from one side only. No. 173 is a handsome converted
stable in the early Romanesque Revival style of the 1860s. Its wide
central arch, rising two stories, encompasses both the vehicle
entrance and the erstwhile hayloft door, now a broad window. Flank-~
ing it are round-arched windows at each floor, the design cmphasized
by keystones and impost blocks,

The many factories with garages beneath them on this blockfront

include an early 20th century example (No. 185-187), which has an
elevator tower.,
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PACIFIC STREET (only Nos. 116-150 & 105-151) Betw. Clinton 2 Henry Sts.

The glory of this street is its ironwork, outstanding both in its
quality and quantity. Especially impressive is the Greek Revival design
of the handrailings at the stoops which was so popular in this Historic
District. They sweep down terminating in a swirl on a stone pedestal
at the bottom, while in some instances this swirl is repeated at the
top above the platform of the stoop. This is a street of mid-19th
century residences with a strong feeling of unity along the south side.
The north side offers a variety of heights, ranging up to five stories.
It includes an apartment house at the eastern corner and the rear facade
of a dry goods store, running through from Atlantic Avenue. These
larger buildings conform remarkably well with their neighbors.

SOUTH SIDE

All the houses on the south side of the street were built in groups
of two or three, during the decade to 1842 and in the early Greek
Revival style. Here, No. 122, the oldest house in the District, dating
from before 1833, shows signs of its early date despite the addition
of a mansard roof. Orieinally a frame house three stories high, it
has besngreatly changed but still retains the essentials of its Greek
Revival doorway with sidelights. At Hos. 126-130 and at Nos. 116-120
may be scen handsome doorways framed by stone pilasters supporting
entablatures. The swirling stoop ironwork, and other desiens, are
retained at many of the houses while Nos, 118-120 have unusally rich
yard railings with anthemion finials. A pair of handsome French
Second Empire paneled wood doors was added to No. 132 at a later date.

NORTH SIDE

Near Henry Street, four brick Greek Revival houscs (nos. 115-119
and 127) remain of a row that once belonged to Jacob LeRoy. They
have very simple stone lintels at the doorways with small cap moldings--
a treatment usually morc typical for windows. This simplicity is in
sharp contrast to the elaborate design of their beautiful ironwork at
stoop and yard railing. Of these houses, No. 119 best retains its
original appearance and height with its dentiled roof cornice and front
door enframement.

The rear annex of a dry goods store appears at Nos. 121-125. It
was built in 1879-81 for Journeay & Burnham and represents an extension
of the earlier stone buildings on Atlantic Avenuc (Nos. 124-130).
Designed by the architect, John A. Raymond, in the Neo-Grce style, it
has slender rectancular stone colums at the high first floor and
wider brick piers at the upper floors. The impost blocks, bclow the
stone bandcourses, which form the window lintels, are enhanced by
carved floral motifs.

No. 133 preserves many of its Greek Revival featurcs, including
its roof cornice and ironwork. The "eared" doorway is crowned by a
cornicc. No. 135 has the only Italianate ironwork on the street, the
simple round-arched type of the 1850s. The house is also notable for
its unusal roof cornice. The casternmost house (No. 139), built in
1888 -~ much later than the other houses on this strcet -- has an
interesting polygonal bay window with bold-faced stone lintels, and
serves as a transition to the Romanesque Revival corner apartment house,
built in 1892 (described under No. 220 Clinton Street)s.
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STRONG PLACE (Nose. 1=65 & 2-70) Betw. Degraw & Kane Stse

This long residential strect is unusually uniform in height, con-
sisting mostly of thrce-story houscs with high basements. However, the
rocofline and the facade line are often enlivened by bay windows, bow
fronts, gables and a mansard @s well as with too frequent parapcts).
This diversity is a happy result of the varying styles in thc last third
of the century. Surviving in their midst are a fow hcuszs of the 1830s,
for this was the earlicst scttled strect at the south cnd of this Historic
District; it had eight residcnts in 1840. At that timc, Charles Kelsey,
a New York broker, owncd the largest residence and the most lots. He
lived in threce of his own houses within a decade as he devcloped proper=-
ties on beth sides of this strect, He was also active in developing
other nsarby blocks.

No, 51 is an unusually interesting brownstone hcuse in the Neo-Grec
style. Built in 1881-82 as part cf a rcw of three, for Moses M. Vail, it
seums far larger and grander than its 20-foot width, in part because of
the mascnry bay windcew rising up the full threc-story and basement facade
and in part because its neighbors on the right are simpler Neo~Grec houses
only 13-1/3 fect wide. It was for many ycars the home of Sidnoy J.
Weinberg, a prominent eccnomic adviser known as '"Mr, Wall Strcet." The
stoop balustrades rise to a handsomely decorated doortvay, thc window
lintels at all levels carry a delicately incised foliate design, and a
similar stylc is ccntinued in the elaberate roof cornice. The rest of the
row has been harmed, No. 49 with simplified rcpair werk and No. 47 with
deliberate shearing away of all character.

The quaintness and varicty of the Queen Annc style is seen to advan-
tage at Nos. 33-43. Thesc six houscs werc built in 1891 for Louis Lehn of
No. 45. They werc designed as a cempesition within which diffaorent cle-
ments arc balanced. The end hcuscs have large gables with threc windows;
adjoining each end is a narrow-gabled hcusc with round-arched window; and
the middle pair now has a horizontal corbaled reofline. At the middle
stcry, threc of the four gabled houses still have their pointed bay window
and cach cf the central pair has a triple windcw bencath a radial brick
segmental arch., Ornamental terra cotta still flanks the entrances of
three of the gabled hcouses. The mullicned upper sash is likewise charac-
teristic cf this stylec., The overall effect is somewhat reduced; however,
by the unfertunate simulated brick vencer on No. 35 and changes in the
fenestraticn herc, and in rccfline at Nos. 37-39.

While none cf the hcuses of the 1830s on this street is still typical
of that pericd, attenticn should be called tc the Greek Revival pancled
wing walls of the stecps at Nes. 17 and 19, still pancled at Noe 17. Most
unusual are thie criginal ircn handrailings at No. 17, each designed with
a vertical swirl for each of the thric ascending stages of the wing wall.
The topmost swirl disappenrcd when a cclumned portice was added at the turn
of the century. Modern ircnwcrk is successfully used at No. 19 tc repeat
this three-fold theme. Th.se hcuses, criginally a pair thrce stcries high,
were built in 1839-L0 as residences for William J. Miller, a New York
merchant (Nc. 17) and for Daniel K. Dodge (No. 19).

The handscme four-stery brick apartment hcuse at Nos. 13-15, erccted
in the early 20th century, has a ccmplctely symmetrical facade with curved
bays at each side. At center, the fire escape is recessed behind a tier
of stcne balccenics above the entrance--an intceresting solution to a trcouble-
some architectural prcblem.

Nos. 8 and 10, twc fcur-stery apartment houses, form an intcresting
architectural compcsiticne. They were built in 1897 by the owner James
Dunne to hcuse cne family cn each flocr. They arc transitional in style.
Basically Pcmanesque Revival in their use of rough-cut stene, the rocf cor-
nices shew the influcnce cf the new classicism. Paired arched centrances
arc flanked by curved bays rising frem basement tc rccf. The ontrance
flocr is entircly of rcugh cut stcne, including the radial stcnes cver the
dccrways, and this mascnry is likewise used fer window lintels and scme of
the band ccurscs, The upper sterics are cf brick.
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STRONG PLACE (Ncs. 1~65 & 2-70) Betw. Degraw & Kanc Sts.

No, 20 is a handscme example cf a narrcw Nec-Grec hcuse surmcunted
by a mansard with cne dermer and with ircn cresting silhcuetted against
the sky. At Ncs. 16-18 the stccp balustrades, arcaway ironwerks, and
windew alignments indicate that they, together with Nce. 20, were origi-
nally part c¢f 2 rcw built in 1872 for William M, Price. Ncs. 16 and 18
arc now unfcrtunately sheared cf detail and ccovered with simulated stone
or brick veneer. In ancther similar Nec-Grec row, but withcut a mansard,
Nc. 28 retains in full glcry the detail cf its rcund-arched docrway with
segmental-arched pediment. Noe 32 of this rcw has, on its rear extensicn,
an unusually large and handscme Nee=Grec bay windcw facing the garden.
Reversing the usual lccaticn, tiny Nc. 36 nestles at the extreme rear cf
its lot bchind a large front garden. Only twc storics high, with a dwell-
ing abcve a garage, it was ccnverted frem a brick stable and may include
elements cf the mid-19th century stable cf Charles Kelsey. Enclosing the
garden at the street is an interesting Italianate railing and gate. Noe
54 typifies fcr this strect the lower proporticns ¢f the first half of the
19th century, by compariscn with the ncarby row (Nes. L2-50) built in the
seccnd half., The Streng Place Day Carc Center (Nos. 56-58) and the church
at the scuth corner (both described under Degraw Street) are intercsting
Gethic Revival structures with peinted windows. Thair presence enhances
the quality cf this neighbcrhecd.
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TOMPKINS PLACE (Nos. 1-61 & 2-64) Botw. Dograw & Kane Sts.

The glory of this stroct is the quality and varicty of its ironwork.
It is composed, almost without exception, of three-story dwellings of
brick or brownstone built in the styles of the 18L0s and 1850s. The
"endless vista" produced by such rows, erected by scvecral builders, pre-
sents here an attractive urban scenc due to the pleasing variety within
a certain uniformity.

EAST SIDE

The group of five houses at the south corner (Nos. 53-61), built in
the early 1850s in the Anglo-Italianate style, has alternate houses pro-
jecting and crowned by a pediment. Thus unified architecturally, these
narrow 15-foot houses achieve a larger visual dimension. This was a
popular procedure on Cobble Hill where there was a demand for small
houses. At No, 61 is the most complete example of the original treatment
of the low stoop with Italianate curved ironwork at the railings and
large newel posts., Similar ironwork encloses the yards of Nos. 53 and
55« This row was built by Thomas Sullivan, the local builder-owner who
1ived in NO. 55.

Adjoining this group, No. 51 displays pointed Gothic Revival iron-
work at its low stoop. The next group (Nos. 41-47) have been unfortu=
nately altered to pseudo-Federal facades, but have attractive landscaped
front yards. No. 29, one of a pair of houses, retains fine Italianate
ironwork and an interesting molding enframing the door and round-arched
transom,

Two rows of Greek Revival houses (Nos. 11-25) of the 1840s present
an unusually lcng vista of handsome stoop railings with a splendid verti-
cal scroll ending on a paneled pedestal, Most of them retain the digni-
fied stone enframement of their outer doorways. Even No, 21, whose
character has been needlessly defaced by a simulated brick and stone
veneer, retains its Greek Revival railing at stoop and areaway. At the
north corner stands the Baith Israel Anshei Emes Synagogue, built in the
1850s as the Middle Reformed Dutch Church (described under Kane Street).

WEST SIDE

The pair of Italianatc houses (Nos, 10 and 12 at the corner) belong
to the interesting development of the north end of the block (described
under Kane Strect).

Many distinct patterns of Italianate ironwork are noteworthy on this
side of the street. Moreover the hcuses arc set back far enough to permit
use of yard railings with gates, which add a feeling of privacy. Varying
doorway lintels include cornice slabs and shallow pediments. Especially
interesting are the elaborate curved lintels remaining at the doorways and
parlor windows of Nos, L2 and of Nos. 48-52, a row built in the early 1850s.
These forms arc appropriately echoed by the segmental-arched doorway and
windows of the upper stories. No. 52 has recently installed floor-length
parlor windows with central mullion appropriatc to the period. Nos. 60 and
62 retein the low threc-step stoop and Anglo-Italianate ironworke It
should be added that the row of six houses (Nos. L8-52) are an example of
effective collaboration in using one design in 1852-53, as Thomas S. Purdy
of New York, builder, was the cwner of three properties and James W. Deering
of Brooklyn, a mason, the owner of the other three.
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VERANDAE PLACE  (including Nos. 52-72) East of Clinton St.

This little dead=-end unpaved street, with very few building numbers,
originally was a mews for carriage houses and stabling, running along the
diagonal boundary line of Ccrnelius Heeney'!s large property. Its chief
use today is as garage residences on the south side in the old stables.
The six brick stables, built in 1875-1378, now form a tableau of transi-
tion from old usage to new. At their western end, No. 62 has becn trans-
formed imaginatively into a residence with old and new windows including
the addition of a third story studio. Next door at No. 6L, a little
garage, has chosen to leave the facade untouched, including the stable door
and above it the hayloft doors within a round arch emphasized by an iron
hoist., Adjoining it at No. 65, an apartment has becn created over the
garage by a window and shinglinz the original scgmental-arched opening.
Nos. 68 and 70 still retain their old hayloft doors.

VERANDAH PLACZ (Nos. 2-Ll) Betw. Clinton & Henry Sts.

This street has a charm of its own, arising from the simplicity of
its little brick houses, two and a half or threc stories high, which face
the park that now extends along most of the north side. Pcrhaps origi-
nzlly intended as a mews for carriage houscs and stables, of which there
was a group at the center of the block in 1855, this narrow street was
then already in transition with rows of modcst residences on both endse

The eastcrnmost six houses (Nos, 30-L0) with low attic windows form
a row of the late 18L0s that originally extended to Clinton Street. The
decision to build the present row facing on Clinton Strect necessitated
the demolishing of part of No. LO, hcnce its present narrow widthe. The at-
tractive doorways of Nos. 36, 38 and LO are in varying styles.

Nos. 16-18 and 20, built as a pair two storics high in the late 1850s,
are distinctive for their arched radial brick windows at the second and
third stories. The extra width of the central window at the second story
marks its former use for hayloft doors. No. 26 has an unusual paneled
garage door. Terminating this street on the west is a building with tpe
proverbial corner store (No. 377 Henry Street). Its intcerest centers in
an addition in the Quecn Annc period of a tier of polygonal bay windows
rising at the corner above the store.
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WARAZN PLACE (Nos. 1-25 & 2-20) Betw, Warren & Baltic Sts.

Warren Place was planned in 1878 as a secluded, private courtyard
closed at both ends by graceful iron gates which completely exclude
vehicular traffic. The two~story brick houses, which facc each other
across an attractive center island of greenery, were built in 1878-79 at
the eastern end of the quadrangle formed by A. T. Whitels Tower Buildings,
a large housing development facing on Hicks, Warren and Baltic Streets.
The twenty-six narrow little houses on Warrcn Place, plus the eight larger
houses at both ends c¢f the court, provided the answer to White!s endeavor
to provide not only flats for the labering classcs but alsc small, com-
fortable, cne~family hcuscs for lcw.and middle income groups, with rents
within their reach. BSach unit facing the court was planned to provide six
rooms; the larger houses, at the ends, had nine rooms. And, as in the
Tower Buildings, each had its own toilet facilities, an unusual featurc in
those dayse

This small and cdelightful landscaped court is unique in the City.
The scale is small ancd humen and the green lawns and gardens enhence, by
contrast, the reddish-brown brick of the hcouses--a far cry from thc de-
humanized enviromment commenly encounterced by slum dwellers in the stink-
ing tenements cf the 19th century. Herc was a place where a man could
raisec a family--an early and noblec expcriment in low cost urban housing.

In designing these houses for A, T. White, architccts William Field
& Son turncd fer inspiration to the carly Romancsque Revival style of the
mid-19th century. The houscs are built cf brick--sturdy and fircproofe
In order to achieve a satisfactory design, the facades of the houses,
which are cnly 11% feet wide and 32 foet decp, arc grouped in pairs under
a continuous cornice, with arched docrways paired under a common scgmental
arch crowned by a steep Gothic gable. This gable is interestingly out-
lined by stepped brickwork and enframcs a diminutive bull!s cyc motifa
The segmental~arched first stcry windows arc deccrated with brick dentils,
a motif which is rcpeated under the rocf cornice, whilc the windows of the
second story have brick scgmental arches with keystones and corbeled im-
post blocks. This varicd and decoravive treatment of the brickwork,
carried out by mason James H. Stevenscn, gives the houscs their charmingly
distinctive charactcr.

An unusually intercsting design feature cof this group of houses is
the turning at right angles of each pair cf housecs at the ends of the
court sc as tc face outward onto Warren Street (Nose 146-148 & 152-154)
and Baltic Strect (Nos. 139-141 & 145-147). These handsome town houscs
of brick, with stocps lcading to paired entrance docrways, arc larger and
more impressive than the houscs on Warren Court. Thoy arc each 16 foct
wide, though alsc only 32fceet decp, and are three stories high, containing
nine rcems apicccs Enhaneing the improession of spaciousness are the pic-
turesque polygcnal bays at each side, containing threc windows and rising
from basement tc rocf. The cpenings are round or segmental-arched and the
decorative mectifs arc¢ derived largely fram the carly Romanesque Revival
style. The ironwork, cven at this late date (1878-79), recalls earlicr
Italianatc designs.

Althcugh thesce houses may be considered rotardataire in their choice
of design details, in general planning they were extremely advanced. In-
decd, the combinaticn here of town houscs and six-story apartment buildings
in one housing complex may be consicdcered a precurscr of the most recent
planning concepts,
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WARREN STREET (Nos. 216-26l & 189-239) Betw. Court & Clinton Sts.

_ This exceptionally pleasant, trce-lined street is almost entirely
resldential. The dignified rows of handsome houses, built bctween the
1830s and 1870s, display an interesting variety of styles ranging from
Greek Revival to Neo~CGrec. On the south side, a sencrally uniform
cornice line and three-story height obtains. Here, toward thc Clinton
Strect end, stands one of the earliest and finest Greek Revival rows
in the District. Another unusual feature is the retention of stoops
at all the row houses. The blockfront on the north side is more varied,
but here again the three-story height generally prevails, Historically
and architecturally, this strect owes its development to the Greacen
family, following the purchase in 1832 by John Greacen from Parmenus
Johnson of a block and a half., These two men were responsible for the
immediate opening of the street (then called John Street) from Red Hook
Lane (now Court Strcet) to Henry Street. OGreacen lived on Warren Street
for many years and, as property values rosc, sold land for development
(see Nos, 228-236) or developcd it himself (sece Nos. 247-259 Clinton
Street around the corner). John Greacen, Jr., his son, was intimately
associated with the development of the castern half of the street
(see Nos, 225-239 and 242-25)4 Warren and, around the corner, Nos. 212-
230 Court Strects). Father and son were associated in business in
Manhattan, and commuted by ferry to the City.

SOUTH SIDE

The corner house (Nos. 26l Warren and 212 Ccurt Strecet) is the end
building of a blockfront erected by John Greacen, Jr., in the carly
1850s (described under Nos. 212-220 Court Streect.) A1l traces of the
original style have been oblitersted from the Court Strecet side, but
vestiges of the original Greek Revival style still remain on Warren
Street.

The seven handsome Italianatc residences (Nos. 242-25L) nearest
Court Street were erected by 2 local neighborhood builder, Thomas
Sullivan, on property he had purchased in 1854 from John Greacen, Jr.
Nos. 252 and 254, doting 1855-58, arc brick houses which still retain
much of their mid-19th century appecarance despite the addition of a
20th century roof parapct. Their high stoops, scemental-arched windows
and doorways with elaborately carved lintels and brackets are Italinnate
features, In addition, No. 252 still has its floor-length parlor
windows, lovely pancled double entrance doors enframed by 2 rope mold-
ing, and Italianate ironwork. The tall newel posts at the foot of the
stoop are especially striking. The next five residences (Nos. 242-250)
were built in 1854-55 and, in contrast to Nos. 252 and 254, the windows
and doors are square-headed. The houscs retain their long parlor windows
and fine roof cornices resting on carved brackets, Similar carving
originally adorned the doorways (retained in full detail at Nos. 242
and 246) and window lintels (at No. 242). The houses still rctain
their original ironwork at the stoops, of the same simple Italianate
design as that of No. 252.

The four-story yellow brick apartment house (No. 240), erected
in 1904, with brownstone stoop and radial brickwork at the doorway,
affords an interesting contrast in height, color and style to the
rest of the block. Adjoining it to the west is a complete row of six
fine Greek Revival houses (Nos. 228-238), built in 1833-35, which are
among the earliest and best prescrved in the entire Historic District.
Constructed of brick with brownstone trim, they were all built on land
purchased by D.H. Arnold, Brooklyn merchant, from John Greacen. In
kceping with their carly date, thesc three-story houses ~re lowcr than
the mid-century row near Court Street., The most interesting featurcs
are the clessical doorways, the wing walls at the stoops of five of these
houses and some original ironwork. The doors are flanked by heavy
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WARREN STREET (Nos., 216-26} ¢ 189-239) Betw. Court & Clinton Sts.

fluted Doric columns of wood, semi-engaged to the wall, and surmounted
by a classical entablature, The most distinsuished example of Greek
Revival ironwork on the entire street is here at No, 236: the grace-
fully curved handrailing at the stoop ends in a swirling vertical
volute at the lower section of the wing wall, a beautiful exomple of
the adjustment of decoration to structure. No, 238 has its handsome
orizinal handrailings. A Greek Revival door with sidelights and
transom remains at No. 230, altered to provide a glazed panel at the
top. Fivc out of six of these houses retain their typically Greek
Revival dentiled roof cornices with a flat fascia stopping short of
the end walls. No. 226 a vcry attractive house near Clinton Street
corner, is smaller in scale than its neirhbors, a proportion morc
typical of the 1830s, although it apparently was not erected until the
18L40s. It retains some fine Greek Revival features including short
windows at the attic story, dentiled roof cornice, entrance door flank-
ed by sidelights, muntined windows with diminutive moldings above the
lintels and fine handrailings at stoop and areaway.

NORTH SIDE

St. Paul's School, the large dignified structure at No. 203 near
the apartment house at No. 201 (at Clinton Street corner) was erected
in 1886-87 and is typical of the eclecticism of the later 19th century.
This school was planned in a traditional manner. The symmetrical
brick facade has a projecting ccntral section, containing a monumental
entrance and crowned by an imposing pcdiment. The design combines
the influence of classicnl Rome with Neo~Grec bandcourses and Qucen
Anne style terra cotta detail.

The seven houses at mid-block (Nos. 211-223) are set back from
the property line, resulting in the creation of small front yards and
long high stoops. Nos. 211 and 213, built in the late 1850s, retain
cvidence of their Italianate style despite unfortunate alterations -
The shearing off of all detail at No. 213 and the replacement of the
roof cornice by an ugly pancled parapet are examples of alterations
which are out of sympathy with the spirit of the block. The adjoining
lower row of brownstones (Nos. 215-223), erected in 187L4-75, presents
a homogeneous appearance achieved largely through the retention of all
stoops, the smooth-stuccoed fronts and the uniform cornice linc, All
except the center house retain round-arched inncr  doorways and,
despite the loss of much decorative detailing, an idea of their
original appearance may be obtained by looking at the Neo-Grec decora-
tion at the doorway enframement of No. 223 and the doors at No. 221.
Heavy iron bnlusters and fine Neo-Grec octagonal newels give added
importance to the stoop at No. 221. The handsome yard railings of
both these houses include seven imposing cast iron posts, four of which
are at the gates.,

The row of eight unpretentious Greek Revival houses (Nos. 225-239)
extecnding to Court Street were erected in 18,45-47 for John Greacen, Jr.
His fathcr, John Greacen lived at No. 229 in 1848 and at No, 225 in 1849.
John Greacen Jr., for whom thc houses were built, lived here with his
father in 1848 and also had a residence of his own on Clinton Street,
just outside thcHistoric District. Asa Stebbins, architect, moved in
1850 into Greacents former Clinton Street home, and a dccade earlier,
when he was a carpenter, he had lived on Warren Street. He must have
known the Greacens for many years and, as a matter of fact,

John Greacen, Jr., is listed among his references by "Asa Stebbins,
Architect,” in his illustrated advertisement in the Brooklyn
Directory of 1847-L8, just about the time this row was completed. It
is, therefore, very likely that Stcbbins designed the row.
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WARREN STREET (Nos. 216-26L & 189-239) Betw. Court & Clinton Sts.

Lower then their ncighbors at the west, 2ll the houses may once
have had small attic windows like those which still appear at Nos. 229
and 231. Features typical of the Grecek Revival style-=-dentiled roorl
cornices with short fascia beneath, diminutive cornices over the win-
dow lintels and pedimented entrance doorways--remain at several of
the houscs despite numerous alterations and the natural process of
attrition. At the doorway of No. 233 is the original pedimented stone
lintel with the entrance door below. The design of the doorway at
No. 233, surmounted by a stone is typical of the Greek Revival: the
entrance door is flankcd by pilasters and sidelights and surmounted by
a thrce-paned transom. At No. 237, the door appears to be the original.
The wrought iron handrailings of the low stoops at Nos. 229 and 231,
curbing around spiral ncwel posts with littlec urns on top, are
especially charming. ©Several houses retain graceful examples of
Greek Revival ironwork, typical of the 1840s, at the areaways.

The blocking up of windows at strcet level at both Nos., 237 and
239, originally built as two scparate houses, destroys the delicate
balance bctween wall spaces and openings so characteristic of the
Greek Revival style.

WARREN STREET (Nos, 170-21h & 143-187) Clinton & Henry Sts.

The initial impression of this quict residential strcet is one
of uniformity, with several long rows of 19th century, three-story
brick houses with stoops., The homogeneity is tempercd, howevcr,
by a contrast in architechtural styles, predominantly Greek Revival
and Italianate. Fine original ironwork still graces a numbcer of the
buildings. It is, in short, a street that gains interest the more
it is studied.

SOUTH SIDE

A $wo-story brick house (No. 206), with Neo~Gree decorative
details, provides a contrast both to the four-story corner house
(described under No. 280 Clinton Street) and to the dignificd row of
e¢ight Italianate houses (Nos. 190-20L) which dominates this side of
the street. Several of these dwellings, erccted in 1853-55 for
William W. Petit and Edmund B. Shotwell, still display the rusticated
bascments with segmental-arched windows at bascment, typicel of the
Italianate mode., The third story windows, intcrestin-ly cnouzh, are
also segmental-arched and emphasized by brick headers. The tall
entrancc doorways arc surmounted by low pediments resting on long
foliate brackets. The square-hcaded parleor floor windows are shielded
by strongly projecting lintels supported on long brackcts. Other
characteristic Italianate details arc the bracketed roof cornices,
enhanced by floral motifs in the fasciae at lNos. 196 and 198, the
little corbel blocks undcr the windowsills, the fine arched and paneled
doors at No., 196 and the attractive ironwork at Nos. 192 and 200. An
unusual double torcheére aotif appcars at the handrailings of both
houses; in addition, No. 200 has finc yard railings. All these houscs
were constructed of brick with brownstone trim, retained at several
houses while others have been painted over. The unfortunate
"modernization" of No. 202 provides an object lesson to all interested
in historic preservation. Had this Historic District been in
existence when the building was remodeled, the alteration would have
been more in harmony with the row, thus avoiding the complete loss of
character seen here,
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WARREN STREET (Nos. 170-21l & 143-187) Betw. Clinton & Henry Str.

The next two houses, Nos. 188 and 190, erected in 1841, are similar
to the adjoining row of five Greek Revival residences (Nos, 178-186),
built in 1840-41. Typical of the style are thc enframing sidclights
at scveral doors of this row as well as stone window lintels with
small corniccs remaining at Nos. 186 and 188. Especially noteworthy
is the delicate curvilinear Grcek Revival ironwork at the stoop of
No. 188 and the well prescrved yard railing at No. 184, The foot=-
scrapers with anthemion design at Nos. 178, 180 and 184 are smsil
but nonctheless interesting details. Paneled stone bascs, which once
supported decorative ironwork, remain at the foot of several stoops.

At No. 176 the Greek Revival handrailings of the stoop terminate
in a graceful swirl which curves around the newel posts. The Italianate
mode reappears at No. 174, erected 1851-53, as evidenced by the
ironwork at the stoop and the spiral moldings around the square-~
headed, double entrance door. The bay window on the second floor of
No. 170 of the houscs at the Henry Street corner introduces classical
motifs reflecting changes in taste at the end of thel9th ccentury.

NORTH SIDE

The attractive row of four brick houses (Nos. 147-153), erccted
in the carly 1850s, adjoins the two-story building (No. 143) at the
corner of Henry Street. Simple in design, the houses are unified at
the roofline by identical but separate roof cornices resting on long
paired brackets with fasciae enlivened by scrollwork. The center
pair of residences retains the original hooded, paircd entrances,
high stoops and, at No. 149, long parlor floor windows. The iron-
work, featuring a ccntral wreath motif, is typical of the Italianate
period when thesc¢ housecs were erected,

The Greek Revival residence at No., 155, wider than the adjoining
row houscs and built in the previous decadc, is especially notable
for its superb ironwork, on a par with some of the best in Cobblc Hill,
The housc has a much lower stoop than the neighboring Italianate
houses; it is enhanced by a graceful handrailing which terminates in
a vertical svirling volute resting on a stone base. The distinctive
ironwork at the gate of the areaway combines a Greek fret motif at the
bottom with an unusual floral or lyre motif.

No., 157, with its added fourth story and parapct, breaks the
prevailing three-story height on the block, while No. 159 provides a
transition to the lower No, 161. No. 161 recalls the Greek Revival
period in its proportions and in the detailing of its wood roof cor-
nice, Together with the neighboring residences at Nos, 163 and 165,
which are also somewhat lower than the other houses on the Block, this
group may actually date back to the late 1830s or early LOs. Interest-
ing examples of transitional iromwork, combining Italianate and Gothic
features, appear at Nos. 161-165, as well as at the neighboring 167.
These four houses (Nos. 161-167) have yard railings with gates. Also
notable at Nos, 161-165 are the fine paired doors with panels, of which
two are enframed by a spiral molding in a wreath design.

No. 187 and the row of six houses adjoining (Nos, 169-179) return
once again to the taller proportions associated with mid-19th century
architecture., Erected cireca 1847, No. 167 has a stuccoed facade and a
pair of very lovely and relatively elaborate paneled doors beneath a
dentiled cornice and flanked by engaged half-pilasters at both sides.
The iromwork has already been discussed in connection with Nos. 161-165,
No. 169~179 were erected in the mid-1860s, With the exception of No.,
171, now converted to basement entry, all the houses are identical in
their general proportions, paneled doors, long parlor floor windows, and
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WARREN STREET (Nos. 143-21L) Betw. Clinton & Henry Sts.

segmental-arched windows at basement level. Visually, the row was de-
signed in two groups of three, differing only in the upper portion.
Nos. 169-173 have square-headed windows at all floors, while those at
the third stories of Nos. 175-179 are segmental-arched and outlined
by two rows of brick headers, as at Nos. 190-20L across the street.
These arched windows are echoed above in the quite charming bracketed
cornices with arched and paneled fasciae--a typically Victorian touch.
The heavy Italianate ironwork at some of the stoops and arcaways of
this row is in marked contrast to the delicate work at Nos. 161-167.

The block ends in the four-story corner house (No. 187) which
fronts on No. 278 Clinton Street.

WARREN STREET (Nos. 132-168 & 101-141) Betw. Henry & Hicks Sts.

This street displays sharply changing heights emphasized by
varying rooflines and towers silhouetted against the sky. Heights vary
from empty lots concentrated at the southeast corner to a six-story
maximum. Unified only by the general use of brick, this street of
contrasts is residential on the south side and is institutional along
its north sidse.

SOUTH SIDE

The vista across the empty lots leads to twin houses (Nos . 1L6-
148 and 152-15L) with bay windows rising up their full three-story
height. They are on either side of the private court, Warren Place,
and are pert of Alfred T. White's small, one-family houses for the
"laboring" classes (described under Warren Place). Just beyond, and
sharply contrasting in shape and height, is another section of A. T.
White!s housing development, The Towers (described under No. L417-L435
Hicks Street). This six-story complex has a tall polygonal tower at
the corner of Warren Street and Warren Place which dominates the
entire street.

NORTH SIDE

At the west cornmer stands St. Peter's (R.C.) Church (described
under Hicks Street), built in 1859-60 of brick. Comnecting with it
and built at the same time is the rcctory (Nos. 115-117). The rec-
tory is an interesting example of the early phase of the Romanesque
Revival. The round-arched paired windows, separated by a columnar
mullion, are crowned by a segmental arch. This design is varied at
the third floor central window, which is crowned by a full round arch
rising toward thc central pediment of the roof. The central doorway
below has a similar treatment. The overall effect of this symmet-
rical facade is one of gracious dignity.

An interesting utilitarian building at Nos. 121-129, in three
sections of varying heights, was formerly the large stable of St.
Peter's Hospital and later converted to offices. The round-arched
windows with radial brick arches at the lower floors arc a simple
expression of the Romanesque Revival style. The third floor, added
later, is crowned by a hipped roof. The arches are expressed more
elaborately at the adjoining corner building, built in 1888 as St.
Peter!s Hospital and now the Congress Nursing Home (described under
No. 380 Henry Street), Its Warren Street side is interesting for
its semi-circular brick stair tower at center.
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The Landmarks Preservation Commission recognizes that the needs of
the churches in the Cobble Hill Historic District may change in the
years ahead. By this designation it is not intended to freeze the pro-
perties of those churches in their present state for all time and thus
prevent future appropriate alterations needed by the churches for all
their buildings. The Commission believes it has the obligation and,
indeed, it has the desire to cooperate with owners in Historic Districts
who may wish to make changes in their properties to meet their current
and future needs. This attitude reflects the Commission's endorsement
of the view that'Landmarks are often successfully preserved through
active and beneficial use.

The Landmarks Preservation Law contains many provisions relating
to changes in Historic Districts. The Commission is already working
with owners who wish to make changes in their properties and has given
many approvals. In this connection the Commission wishes to state at
this time that it recognizes that the churches in the Cobble Hill
District may want to erect new buildings on their grounds in the future.
The Commission recognizes that the churches may also wish to make
exterior alterations to their existing buildings. The Commission looks
forward to working with the representatives of these churches when
they desire to erect new buildings on their grounds or to make ex-
terior alterations on their existing buildings.

FINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS

On the basis of a careful consideration of the history, the archi-
tecture and other features of this area, the Landmarks Preservation
Commission finds that Cobble Hill Historic District contains buildings
and other improvements which have a special character and special his-
torical and aesthetic interest and value and which represent one or
more periods or styles of architecture typical of one or more eras in
the history of New York City and which cause this area, by reason of
these factors, to constitute a distinect section of the City.

The Commission further finds that, among its important qualities,
the Cobble Hill Historic District is an unusually fine 19th century
residential area, that it retains an aura of the past with its many
tree-lined streets and rows of architecturally notable houses, that
it is a representative residential neighborhood which has the pleasing
quality of relatively low uniform building height: that the houses
display much architectural detail of note, some of which is unique in
character, that it contains a number of churches of architectural dis-
tinction, that it contains some of the earliest and most interesting
examples surviving in the City of group developments, both of row
houses and apartments, attractively planned for persons of low or
moderate means, that it is a well balanced community containing two
commercial streets and several schools, that the whole neighborhood
is now having a renaissance which is attraeting people who have de-
liberately sought it out to meke it their home and that it is one of
the outstanding neighborhoods of the Borough of Brooklyn.

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 63 of the
Charter of the City of New York and Chapter 8-A of the Administrative
Code of the City of New York, the Landmarks Preservation Commission
designates as an Historic District the Cobble Hill Historic District,
Borough of Brocklyn, containing the property bounded by Degraw Street,
Hicks Street, the northern property line of 391 Hicks Street, part of
the western property line of 113 Congress Street, the rear lot lines
of 113-127 Congress Street, part of the eastern lot line of 127 Congress
Street, the northern property line of 358 Henry Street, Henry Street,
Amity Street, the western property line of 123-127 Amity Street, part
of the northern let line of 123-127 Amity Street, the western property
line of 116 Pacific Street, Pacific Street, Henry Street, the rear
lot lines of 86-110 Atlantic Avenue, the western property line of
86-88 Atlantic Avenue, Atlantic Avenue and Court Street.
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