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EDGEWATER VILLAGE HALL , Tappan Park and Canal Street, Staten Island. 
Completed 1889 . 

Landmark Site : Borough of Richmond Tax Map Block 523, Lot 1 in part 
and Lot 2 in part, consisting of the land on which the described 
building is situated. 

On September 13 , 1966 . the Landmarks Preservation Commission 
held a public hearing on the proposed designation as a La ndmark of 
the Edgewater Village Hall and the proposed designation of the re
lated Landmark Site (Item No. 39) . The hearing had been duly adver
tised in accordance with the provisions of law. Two witnesses spoke 
in favor of designation including a representative of the Parks 
Department. There were no speake rs in opposition to designation. 

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS 

Picturesque and somber in appearance , this late Nineteenth 
Century Village Hall, with Romanesque Revival influence > is a superb 
example of Victorian architecture. Built to house the civic · 
functions of an incorporated village , th e one and one-half story 
sturdy brick building has a rugged , individual character . Situated 
in a small ; landscaped public squ a r e c a ll e d Ta ppa n Park, this util
itarian structure, a h a ndsome Victoria n municipal building , is a 
type which is rapidly disappearing from the major metropolitan 
cities of America . 

The front elevation of this T-shaped building has a square 
towe r that ris e s a short distance above a slate-covered, hipped roof . 
Very fine brick corb e ling e mbellish e s the tower , just below the 
cornice which crowns th e shaft. Above this cornice . a low conc a v e
roofed spire sweeps upward to a pedestal - cap surmounted by a flag
pole. A distinctive fe a tur e of the building is the unusual tre a t
ment of the second floor dorm e r windows which p e netrate the eave 
line . The building has wid e e aves wit h a v e ry p ronounc e d molded 
cornice, support e d by e v e nly ·spac e d . fluted brackets with rosettes 
in squ a r e pane ls b e tween the m. At int e rva ls, int e rrupting this 
pattern are the dormer windows with double-hung sash , e nframcd by 
very large end pieces carried on brackets which rest on a sill 
supported by brick corbels . These forward-proj e cted brackets, which 
ar e carried out to meet the line of the e av e s , are of e xceptional 
design. 

Most of the first floor windows a r e p a ir e d a nd set in brick 
arches. At the spring lines of th e se arches , the windows are joined 
together with a brick band cours e which encircles the building , 
enha ncing a nd unifying the structure. Th e lights in th e arches, 
abov e the squa r e-h ead e d windows 5 ar e a rche d a bov e each window and 
are e ach surmount e d by a c i rcul a r light . 

Th e Village o f Edgewa t e r wa s incorpor a t e d i n 1866 , a nd the 
Vill a ge Hall w.a s built in 1889. A f!D e scriptive Ske tch of Stapleton 11 

publishe d four y ears later says , " Th e courtroorr, is one of the finest 
on th e isl a nd , or for that matt e r, anywh e r e in the imm e di a t e vicinty 
of Ne w York ," an d of th e building its e lf '' subst a ntia l. • .. of brick 
two stori e s in heigh t a nd of a s omewh a t orna t e style of a rchit e cture 
. .. . we ll a d a pt e d to the pu r pos e to which it i s devot e d ." Municip a l 
Court and Ci ty Magist r a t e 's Court we r e he ld in this Vill age Hall 
until new courthous e s wer e e r e cted. Th e building is us e d by the 
Health Depa rtme nt of the City of Ne w York. 
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FINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS 

On the basis of a careful consideration of the history, the 
architecture and other features of this building~ the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission finds that the Edgewater Village Hall has 
a special character, speci a l historical and aesthetic interest and 
value as part of the development, heritage and cultural character
istics of New York City. 

The Commission further finds that 9 among its important quali
ties , Edgewater Village Hall is a distinguished example of 
Victorian architecture with Romanesque influence, that it has 
striking and sturdily built individual features, that it is excep
tionally well sited and that , as a public building ~ it has admir
ably served the civic needs of the community and continues to do 
so ~ now housing an important city agency. 

Accordingly , pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 8-A of the 
Charter of the City of New York and Ch a pter 8-A of the Administra
tive Code of the City of New York , the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission designates as a Landmark the Edgewater Village Hall, 
Tappan Pa rk and Canal Street, Staten Island and designates as its 
related Landm a rk Site that part of Borough of Richmond Tax Map 
Block 523, Lot 1 and Lot 2 , which contains the land on which the 
described building is situated. 


