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322 ST11TE STR3ET HOUSE, Borou~h of Brooklyn. Built c. 1850. 

Landmark Site: :aorou3h of Brooklyn Tax l:i:ap Block 176, Lot 21. 

On June 23, 1970, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a 
public hearins on the proposed desi3nation as a Landmark of the 322 
State Street House and the proposed desisnation of the related Land­
mark Site {Item no. 78). The hearin3 had been duly advertised in 
accordance 1·1ith the provisions of law. T1venty-six 11 itnesses spoke 
in favor of historic preservation in the Boerum Hill neighborhood 
and for the creation of the Boerum Hill Historic District. There 
-v1 ere no speakers in opposition to dcsi~nation of the houses on 
State Street. 

DESCRIPTION AND ANJtLYSIS 

No. 322 State Street dates from about 1850, although its Greek 
Revival front has been modi~ied since that date. John j. Tilton, 
vvho operated a fruit business in the Washington l"larket, acquired the 
property in November 1846 for investment purposes. He sold the lot 
to Charles Parsons, a lithographer, in 1849. Parsons had the house 
built and was living in it by 1850. 

This house 1VUS part of the Boerum Hill community which had 
formed the ori.:;inal To1-vn of Breuckelen founded in 1646 by Dutch 
colonists. It Has incorporated into the larger City of Brooklyn in 
1834. The development of Boerum Hill as an urban co":1munity began 
in the 1840s and continued into the 1870s. Hany of the houses vThich 
r emain from this period incorporated Greek Revival and Italianate 
elements in the :wEsJ d2 s ic;ns. These houses -vrere built for m2:r chants 
and professional people, many of uhom uorked in the Wall Street area 
or in the vicinity of the Fulton Street ferry. 

All the land on this block had originally been part of the Jacob 
Van Brunt farm. He 1·1illed it to his dauc;ht er Jane, 1r1ife of Samuel 
T. Gerritsen, in 1824. State Street lrJas originally knmm as Gerrit­
sen Street. The Gerritsens and the Van Brunts, both old Dutch fami­
lies, had long been interconnected by marriage and had some of the 
largE!st l -1r:.d holclin:.;s L: :<:ii.1_:;s Cionnty. Cha r l es :-:Io;rt and Russei"l -Nevins, 
t 1vo J:Clanhattan real estate developers -v1ith extensive interests in 
Brooklyn, acquired the properties on this block in 1833. Both Hoyt 
and Nevins had streets named after them to the east of this block. 

No. 322 is a three-story wood frame structure on a brick foun­
dation, the only remaining house on the block so built. At the pre­
sent time it has a stuccoed front. The main entrance was moved to 
base21ent level i·lhen the building 1-vas converted to multi-family use 
but the original entrance enframement uas r etained. Short pilasters 
1fi th Doric capitals support a horizontal entabla ture , remnants of 
the original Greek Revival f acade. The -vvindovr lintels ui th their 
slightly projecting cap moldings are also typical of the Greek Re­
vival. The roof cornice appears to be of a later date judging from 
the paired Italiante bra ckets which support it. 
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FINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS 

On the basis of a careful .consideration of the history, the 
architecture and other features of this buildin3, the Landmarks 
Preservation Com~ission finds that the 322 State Street House has 
a special character, special historical and aesthetic interest and 
value as a part of the development, heritage and cultural charac­
teristics of New York City. 

The Commission further finds that among its important qualities 5 

the 322 State Street House is an example of modified Greek Revival 
architecture, that it is a house lThich can contribute to the quality 
of the street and that this house adds significantly to the overall 
cha.racter of the Boerum Hill community, 

Accordin3ly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 63 of the 
Charter of the City of NeH York and Chapter 8-A of the Administra­
tive tive Code of the City of New York, the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission desi3nates as a Landnark the 322 State Street House, 
Borough of Brooklyn and desigrLates Tax Map Block 176, Lot 21, 
Borou3h of Brooklyn, as its Landmark Site. 


