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Landnarks Preservation Comflission 
Viovunber 26, 1974, Number 5 
LP-0872 

HNHLTOI·J HEIG~ITS FIST011IC DISTRICT, · Borough of Manhattan. 

BOUNDARIES 

The property bounded by the northern property lines of 475 throu~h 453 West 
144th Street, the western property lines of 348 through 356 Convent Avenue, 
West 145th Street, the eastern property line of 351 Convent Avenue, part of 
the northern property line of 425 \'Jest 144th Street, the northern property 
lines of 423 throuzh 413 11est 144th Street, the eastern property line of 
413 \'Jest 144th Street, Eanilton Terrace, the northern, eastern, and part 
of the southern property lines of 51 Iiamil ton Terrace, the eastern property 
lines of 49 through 39 Hamilton Terrace, part of the southern property line 
of 39 Hani1ton Terrace, the eastern property lines of 37 through 33 Hamilton 
Terrace, part of the northern, the eastern, and part of the southern property 
lines of 31 HaBilton Terrace, the eastern property lines of 29 through 
21 Hru;1ilton Terrace, parts of the successive northern and eastern :property 
lines of 19-13 Hanilton Terrace, the northern property line of 409 \Jest 14lst 
Street. St. 1-Jicholas Avenue, :·Jest 14lst Street, the eastern property line of 
452 :fost 14lst Street , the eastern property line of 453 ~·!est 140th Street, 
' 'fest 140th Street , the 1·1estern property line of 4 75 ;Jest 140th Street, part 
of the southern, and the western property lines of 474 \lest 14lst Street, 
West 14lst Street, the western property line of 475 :·Jest 14lst Street, part 
of the southern~ and the western property lines of 476 1'Jest 142nd Street, 
West 142nd Street, Convent Avenue, the northern property line of 237 Convent 
Avenue, the western property lines of 4 throut,h 36 Hanilton Terrace, part of 
the western property line of 38 Hamilton Terrace, the southern property line 
of 311 Convent Avenue, Convent Avenue, \'lest 143rd Street, the western 
property line of 475 \'Jest 143rd Street, the western property line of 474 \'lest 
144th Street, ;·Jest 144th Street, and the western property line of 475 lfost 
144th Street. 

TESTU lONY AT PUBLIC HEARINGS 

On October 3, 1974, the Landuarks Preservation ComP.ission held a 
public hearin'.:; on the proposed desi gnation of this Eistoric District 
(Itera No. 5). The hearing had been duly advertised in accordance with the 
provisions of l aw. Five persons spoke in favor of the proposed designation, 
and no one spoke against it. The witnesses favoring designation clearly 
indicated that there is r;reat support for this Historic District from the 
property owners and the residents of I-Iamil ton Heights. In 1966, the Con
mission had held a public hearing on the proposed desi [;nation of a Hamilton 
Heights District. 
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EAlIL'l'O~·T !iEIGH'I'S lii fiTOR IC DISTTIICT 

'l'he land on vhich t he Hi storic District is located was part of t he 
Cor1rion 18-nd of FarleJll and lrnov as J ocl'em Pi eters en 1 ~; Hills. .Jocheri nietersen 
?:u·rter 1ms a Dane ' 'ho , i!1 l r:3ri , :ra s ,rrr ~1nt ed a ~0 1) 1:1. cr e fAr1;c on t"l-ie flat lands 
e,t t :1e foo t of these 1.1 :i lls. In the mid ~ lh50s 1,oth ?ietersen and hi ~; wife ·vere 
kj lled h:r Indians "1-io claiT"ed n.11 of the landr: nQrth of 130th Street to ;.:1pu;rten 
Duyve l . The Indh:n claims were f inally settled in 1715 1•hen a snecial tax 
~18.'3 :raised by t h e freeholders of !Tarler'l to rav for tl1e l and . 

Durinn: t h e 111th centur1 ~ ncrt11ern ~1a.n11attan :>.ttract<?d vea lt'i~r rierchants 
of crf'!~T Yor }: Ci tv v~10 h11ilt countrv se2tc; th'?re hecA.use of t '>e heaut i f'ul vi e'!S 

it offered. The area i n the r:istoric District north of lh2nd 0,treet Vl'l.S 

vi thin t he estate of ,Tonn 1 ·'aunsell, r-t r-eneral in tl-i.e 1~ri tis11 Army '·rho 
"'as gr ant ed t he nro·nertv ::il .iout 17(3 hec ause of the nR.rt he nlaYe1 in tbe 
storrdnri: of ' ~avana cu·ba , in 17(2. ''launse ll l":ft t1 ·; i~ country in 1775 osten 
si')l y to renort to thP ">r it ish G·overnl"lent o r-. condi tions i n t he "'e" Vorl: 
colony. nut in }~is '"'e r s ona l corresr>0ndance, ' "aunsell ~~ tfl.tes t hat the 
reP.l r eason Ti e left "e'.·T vor1<: uas to avoi_rl tA.ki !1f" un 9.r:r.'!s ."'1. .cra.inst t r, e 
Amer icans rnanv of whom ':r<:'re t'~ . s rersonr-:11 fri.Pnds. ne returned ririeflv in 
177 5 to l)ri n p his wife "'1izal'Jeth ~tillvell , a n Jlrni:>ri can .. 'Jack to D.rit8in. 
' '.aunsell r eturned to " e1: ' Yor l: in 1784, 11here :"le d:i.ed in i705. 

T'lurinn- the Rev olution a nurnher of redoul>t::> and 1'' re2. st': ror1,~s ~rere huil t 
just north of t he Fistor ic Jistr i.ct. mhreP redoul,ts flanked Ams terda:rn Avenue 
h e t 'ree n lh f'.:th 8.nd 14r:ith C'treets, and t~1ree ot)1er s flanl·ed. T\roadnP.;r hetveen 
ll45th and ll(9th ~treets . They \·Tere inte rconnected 11y a maze of l)r eastwork s 
th2.t stretched frorr: the Hudson :River to St . ' 'ichol as 1\ venue ,iust nort'!.-t of 
146th Street. The District is l ocated 1·i th:l.n t 1<.e a r ea 'There t hP. Fattle of 
Tia rlem He i ,o:ht s 1 ras fom:11t in 177(,. '1'he 1)attle r aved '!iet"een 130th and 
155th Str eet s and proved t o t'e a victorv .for t!H~ Americ ans . The imnorV=mce 
of t he victory l ay not s 0 muc h in its strat e!7i c value, hut in t he :i.nvir:-· 
ora tiP...,. effect t hP.t i. t had ori the J'lorale of the American forces ' rho , until 
tha t time .. had fared badl :IT in ti1eir encounters wit'• t11e r.>.ri t i sh . 

~t the beginnin" of the 19th c entur• th e area compri sed hv the ~ i storic 

District becm•1e ·part of the roro:.erty of /l.l ex<'n"'er ' ' Rr til ton, 1..rho 11uil t h is 
country seat . The 0-ran,'7,e . i n 1801 near tlle southeast corner of 14 3rd 
Street and l\msterdarri. /\venue. Fe nain.ed "The r,.yan c;e eJter t he ancestral 
ses.t of his 1<randf11t11er i n Scotland, 8.nd ~r,overl his f ar:ilv t '1ere in the s nrinr: 
of 1802. '11;1!": 11ouse wr:i.s ,.,oved to its nr esPnt l ocation in 1880 . 

if arnilton •vas h orn in t he ' 'est Indies in 1757 l•ut le f t the islands i.n 
1772 to further his educatjon. Tn 1774 he entered Colur:i>ia , then Vi.ncr's 
Colleo;e and beca<'Je noted as an orator a.r:.d a T'aT'lT'•l1leteer. His stron,"' re 
snect for c entr a l author:! t '.r lirn:i.ted h :i.n to denouncj nv ttie excesses of 
P11rlia~1ent wh ile a.ffirr ~n' · his P.llep;iP.nce to the Ving , an asT'ect of his con ·
servati ve noli tic::i.l nhi l osophy u~1ich relT'ained constP.nt tl:iroufhout his life , 
The main t h r u s t of his servj ce our inr; the 11evoluti orrn.ry i'ar was administra-
ti ve r a t her t;11an J":ilj tarir. Servinrr for four vear s as '. !asl iinn:ton: s 
secretary he 1·e-ori<ariized t 11e Cont inenta.l ~, rrnv, (1r ev un a system of re£Tu 
l a tions for it and conducted a ll t he corresT'ondenc e with Conrrress. 

As a result of a r enr imand froJ1'1 11asl!in,,.ton , he r esiP:ned in 1781. 
Il e r e turned to Neu Yor k 7 serveu in Conpress in 1782 . J~3 P.nd settled do'.' n to 
a l e.s;al practice in the Ci t:v, aider'! no dou':it:. l \" the connections of his 
vi fe Bl:i zabeth .the dRu~~1tE>r of Philin Schuyl er; a mem:!-· er of one of t he most 
distin~uished TTeF York families. Convinc eo of' the ueat ness 0f the 
central r·overnrnent set un by the _r.\.rticles of Confederation, he he ')'a.n 
ngitating to mate it stronper . In 1787 h P. uas elected to the ~ev York 
LeD" j slature and was a mem.her of the St.-=tte 1 s delegation t o t.:he Decond Con -
st:itutional Conventation in Ph:tladel nhia. /\ lthou n:h the constitut i on tha t 
was drafted there fe1 1 short of h is desires, h e devoted a irreat r:lAal of energ;r 
to its ratificat ion . servinc-; a s co --author 'vith ,Tames 1 ~adison and .::O.hn ,Jav 
o f the Ji'~ieral.:L£>.i. na11e'l:s_, a detq.iled e xr•l a na tion of the new constit.ut:ion 
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and its virtues. These efforts guar anteed him a post in the new govern
ment. 

As the first Secretary of the TreJ.sury, a post to i .•hich he was named 
by President Washington, he demonstrated the srune talents that had marked 
his tenure as Washington's secretary. He convinced Congress to assume the 
entire war debt, to impose severe taxes in order to cover it, and to estab
lish the first B~nk of the United States. His attempts to influence the 
foreign policy, however, brought him into conflict with Thomas Jefferson, 
then Secretary of State. In 1795, financial pressures caused Hamilton to re
sign from the Cabinet. His service as Inspector General of the Army in 1798-
1800 was his last public office . 

Although out of public office, Hamilton continued to try to influence 
policy through his personal contacts in the Cabinet of President Adams, and 
thi s led to a falling out between the two . In 1801, after the deadlocked 
election of the previous year, he overcame his dislike of Jefferson and sup
ported him over Aaron Burr, i-;hom he considered ambitious and ruthless . In 
1804, Hamilton involved himself in politics one final time, vigonously and 
successfully opposing Burr's candidacy for governor of New York. The long 
history of animosity bet ween the t wo men culminated in some statements at
tributed to Hamilton by Dr. Charles Cooper which Burr considered libelous; 
Burr demanded satisfaction, and a duel was fought on July 11, 1804, in 
W~ehawken, New Jersey. Hamilton wus shot in the duel and died the next 
day. He i s buried in Trinity Church Graveyard. 

Hamilton's life at 11 The Grange 11 encompassed the least political period 
of his life . Jefferson was President, and Hamilton had no influence in the 
Cabinet. He once again retired to his private l aw pra ctice, enjoying what he 
called the 11life of a common citizen and good paterfamilias. 11 He left his 
wife , nd seven children, to whom he had written in 1803, the year before he 
died, "You see that I do not fori;et the Grange ••• nor anyone who inh:"lbits .it. 11 

The Distr ict remained l ar gely rural until 1879 , when Upper Manhattan be
gan to develop a s an urban area , as a r e sul t of the extension of rapid tran
sit north of 125th Street along i!;i ght ;wenue . The 11 Great We.st Side Move
ment" i s generally considered to have begun in 1879, but in 1880 the devel
opment of t he hest Si de was st i l l l ar gely restricted t o individual entre
preneurs. Slowly, however, in the early 1880s speculative builders were 
attracted to the \iest Side. The demand for residential dwellings there had 
burgeoned a s a result of the overflow from the Ea.st Side, where l and values 
had increased spectacularly . Two l ar ge sales of former estates, known as the 
Carman sale and the Jumel sal e , al so speeded the opening of the area to de
velopment. All of the row houses , and low-rise apartment houses within the 
Distr i ct wer e built within a t wenty-year period between 1886 and 1906, a s a 
prime resident i al neighborhood. Following the compl etion of the College of 
the City of New York i n 1907, many staff members and J:)rofessors resided in the 
Historic District. 

The evol ution of Bl ack Har lem began aft er the building boom in Harlem 
and upper Manhatt an came to a hal t i n 1907, ·when a financial panic l eft many 
newl y constructed residences vacant. Phillip A. Payton, a realtor .with 
offices on West 133rd Street, persuaded many owners to sell or rent their 
vacant properties t o Black f mnilies who wGre living in Hanhattan 1 s vJest 50s, 
a section of Hel l's Kitchen knovm as San Juan Hill. Demographic changes in 
Harlem were speeded by horld War I when many Bl acks from the South and f rom 
the West Indi es migr at ed north l ooking fo r i ndustrial jobs . This migr ation 
continued after the war due t o economic opportunities i n t he North. Anot her 
important i nfluence in t he movement of Bl ack f autllies from other area s of the 
City into Harlem was St . Philip 's P. E. Church. The church, which had moved 
to West 134th St reet i n 1911, bought pr operty in t he ~trea and r ent ed it to 
Bl ack f amilies . 

Affluent Bl ack familie s began moving into the Historic District and t he 
surrounding ar ea i n t he early 1930s, dur ing the Depression. Many of t he se 
first f amilies to move into tbe Dis trict still l i ve in Hamilton Heights. 
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Hamilton Heights Hi storic District 

The pride of the residents in their District is expressed not only in 
the generally excellent maintenance of the individual houses, but in the 
streets as well, A Mollie Parnis Award was granted this year in recog
nition of the work of beautification along Convent Avenue, an activity 
which is now being extended to Hamilton Terrace. The Block Associations 
have been instrumental in promoting a sense of community pride and unity 
of action throughout the District. 

The Hamilton Heights Historic District continues to have a wide appeal 
as a fine residential neighborhood and counts among its citizens many 
people ~1ho are active in the political, legal, medical and arti stic life 
of the City. 
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Hanilton Heights distoric :Jistrict 

AP.CPITECTUR;\L H!TRODUCT IO:; 

Har.1il ton : leights is a '1uiet residential conmuni ty of outstandin~ 
architectural quality which retains nuch of" its late 19th and early 20th 
century at;.iosphere. As one enters the District on Convent Avenue at 
140th Street after passinr: throun;h the r,ateway of t:1C City College ca!"lpus, 
one is i nmediately aware of an area which constitutes a separate, self
containecl entity lvi thin tile larger fabric of the City. Convent Avenue, 
which is the spine of the District , was orip:inally a c'. t:!ad-cn<~ street t8r
r1inatin:: at 145th Street. I'.ar.:i l ton Terrace, to the cast of Convent :\venue, 
is still ,'(' ; · - .c:.dstreet , tcr~inatinrr. at ~) t. nicholas Park at its south end 
and at 144th Street at the north. In addition, the eastern end of 144th 
Street ter;~inates at 1-;a:··il ton TerrRce. Thus, the unusual street pattern 
create s an h1pression of a protected enclave--an oasis within the City. 

Until the early l:)gQs, tlie area that was cor1prised by the I'.istoric 
District >ms a quiet, rural retreat which wns alflost co:1Tnletely undeveloped. 
1Iai::til ton Grnn:; e still stood at its ori;:r.inal locatinn, b.3tween J\nsterdan 
and Convent Av0nues, on the south side of 143r<.; Str eet . The Colored 
Orrhan t.sylun occuried :1ost of the block between 143rc and 144th Str•~ets 
bounded by the present Uar.iilton Place ancl :..roadNay . To the south of the 
Iiistoric District , the Convent of the E;acred ::eart--t·1hich gave its name to 
Convent Avenue--still occw)ied a lar.r:e tract in 1C7'..?, then bounded rou~hly 
by the present 126th and 137tll Streets on t he south c.ncl north and by 
St . l fichol'.ls Terrace and Convent Avenue on tho cast and west, nart of which 
is now the site of the South Ca~ ":pus o~ City Collc~e. 

1'.adlton !'.ei ghts tode.y is still an exclusively residential nei rrhbor
hoo<l. Its pleasant tree-shaded avenues are lined \Iii th row upon row of 
three- ::mJ f our-story houses, for the nost part set behind raised stone 
terraces which separate the front yards fron the street. The few arartnent 
houses Ni thin the boundaries of the ! '.istoric District are in sca l e with the 
row houses. In sor..e cases, opposite sides of the sane street were planned 
by the sane architects and/or developers, contributinr to the unusually 
harnonious quality and special character of this District. The three 
churches within the District--St. Luke's Oll Convent :\venue and 14lst 
Street , the Convent /\venue ~t<1ptist Church at 145th Street, anJ St. JaBes' 
Presbyterian Church on St. ;Jicholas Avenue anJ 14lst Stre~t--are all 
corner buildin8S and ser ve not only to de lineate its boundarie s but aJd a 
picturesque verticality to this s enerally low-rise District. 

The develo:rnent of the nrea was lar0,ely concentrated between 1386 and 
1906, with only a few buildines erected rtt a later <late . Construction 
began near the northern end of the Distri ct, when row houses were built 
along the north side of 144th ~-:;treet , b etween Cor,vent /\venue and /\Dsterdar1 
Avenue and a lonz the '.!es t s ide of Convent /\.venue betwee n 14(1- and 1-:St 
Streets. This was no doubt influenced by the easy access to public 
transportation; the El : station was ::tt 145th ~~ trcet and Ei ~hth Avenue. 
The last of t he early houses in the District were built in 1905-06 on 
the north side of 140th Street between Convent and Arnsterdar~ Avenues, with 
only a ver y few buildines erected at a later date . 

To sul.'.!ilarize the actual phys ical developiri.ent o.f the District and the 
architectural styles of the twenty years betNeen 18~6 and 1906, the con-
tributions of s everal architects--notably ;·fillia:·, E. : iowbray, Adolph l '.oak, 
"'.illia~1 StroLc , Robert Kelly, ilenri Foucheaux, and ifoville !'i Bar:~e--will be 
discussed. 

'!illian E. >lm!bray, an architect \vho l a t e r desi r,ned a splendid row 
of turn-of-the-century residences in the Riverside-' :est lOSth Street 
Historic District , lvas larzely responsible for the planning and development 
of '.Jest 144th Street between Convent and Ar:i.sterdam Avenues_ The open 
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····-
Hani l ton lieiGhts ilistoric District 

appearance of this street and the handsone rows of houses--set well back 
along both sides of the street behind raised terraces ivhich separate· the 
front yards frou the side\valk- -r.iake this one of the most nrchi tecturally 
notable in the District. The overall desir:n of these houses was carefully 
adapted to conforti to the upw:ird slope of the street fron Convent Avenue 
to Ansterda':l. As a ~roup, these residences are the nost J1icturesque in the 
District, displaying a variety of builqin~ naterials, colors, textures, and 
rooflines w-ich adds hinensely to its visual inriact. The influence of Dutch 
and Flenish architectural traditions is i::mediately evident in the gabled 
roofs, but the Rorn:mesque, Gothic, and Tudor styles were the predominant 
inspiration for the architect. 

i1owbray's ei zht residences at Nos . 453-467 on the north side of the 
street, built between 1886 and 1890, are among the earliest houses in the 
District, sharin~: this distinction with two houses of ar1 orizinal ~roup of 
four, which orieinally extended from the corner riansion at the intersection 
of ~Jest 144t!1 Street to No. 346 Convent Avenue. These houses are nore French 
Renaissance in character, dcr~.ons trating the versatility of the architects of 
this period, who drew upon the nost varied n.rchitectural traditions for 
their designs. The <levelo11TJent of the entire south side of this section of 
144th Street, in contrast to the north side, was financed by : rilliam 
De Forest, Jr., a silk in~orter who :1layed an ir-1portant ~art in the ' - - ~ '..·-k 

. . ~: 0 t.i.•.: i'.a;'1ilton cstC"..te. Le lived in one of a four-house Ronanesque · 
Revival row of 1887-39 towar(l Ar~sterda.n Avenue (:!os. 463-474), desi~ned by 
l!arvey L. Page. The eL>;ht row houses at i'Ios. 452-466 wore desipned by 
i!owbray and erected for Ge Forest in 1390, conplenenting · 1owbray 1 s houses 
on the north side of this street. 

The blockfronts facin 3 each other on Convent Avenue, between 143rd 
and 144th Streets, provitle 3.nother architectural hi:,hlight within this 
interestine District. The fi fteen-ho11se row on the •)::st sic:c--the · lonfT;st 
h : the District--;rns erected between 1837 and 1890 for JacoL D. Dutler, a 
realtor who lived on Convent Avenue below the District. The architect was 
Adolph l1oak. Again, a variety of styles is represented by these houses, 
which include the Flemish, Tudor, and Romanesque rzevi vals. Attention focuses 
irinediately upon the diversity of the rooflines silhouetted a~ainst the sky, 
a factor which contributes to the picturesque charn of these houses. 
The lon~ row is very cleverly planned, with an alternation of riaterials, 
styles and decorative detail. '.Lhe late Ronanosquc Revival inansion at No. 339, 
which ters inates the row, is without doubt one of the finest exarnples of 
this style in the City. 0n the west side of the street, the blockfront is 
divided into two rows desi .zne<l in differin.~ styles, yet harFlonizinc with 
each other. ilos. 320-328, erected in 1890 and desi:ned by l-;oraco B. 
llartwell, are late RoITJanesque Revival in style. The adjoining row, con 
prising Nos. 330-336, built for Uilliarn H. De Forest, Jr., is quite different 
in desizn. Robert Dry, his architect, who usec1. brick with brownstone to 
sirmlate half-ti ·b ·,rin·· , nade the nost of the En~ lish '~:cdieval v.nd Tudor 
traditions to provide a ricturesque ;:roup of houses, terninatin3 in a laree 
nansion at :Jo. 336 . It c01:ipler·1ents the splendid turreted !10)"'.anesque 
r~evival Dansion opyiosite on the east si<le of the street. 

Hanilton Terrace, a long sloninp: street, ::irovides a charr:1in:_1. enclave 
within the llistoric District. The vista lookinp southward is do~inated by 
the nassive Gothic-style tower of City Collez e rising above the grassy slope 
and tree tops of St. i'licllolas Park. The street is lined on both sides by 
lone rows of houses which ap:ain display a fascinatin~ variety. Despite this 
variety, however, there are certain unifyin.i:r, eler1ents, includin?, the roof 
cornices and the retention ·of most stoons. The o:ables and cornices reflect 
the risinz slope of the s t reet toward 144th Stre~t. Town houses on the 
east si<le are enfra~!ed at each end by low apartnent houses, those at the 
north being outside the ili storic District. -On tl1e west side, the southern 
end is doninated by the hi r;h apse of St. Luke's Church. 
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ilarnilton Ileights iiistoric District 

The row houses on 1-'.ar.ilton Terrace were erected in the late 1390s and 
generally reflect a later phase in the stylistic developnent of the perioJ.. 
The nodest three-story brick houses, :'..<lj 'tc •:mt to the corner of 141st Street, 
were built in 1395 for Alice Davies. They \·Jere <lesiened by the architect 
Andrew Spence, who had his office on !25th Str~et, and \~as involved in ihe 
:fount Morris Park Eistoric District . These houses on ilanil ton Terrace are 
cood exa,-nples of the vernacular architecture of the period. The two long 
rows of r esidences which occupy the remair•; .. ~:- of the east side, ~l::.:1ked by 
apart1ent houses, date from 1897-99. Nos . 21 - 37 and 39-49 were built for 
'.'Ii lliar1 Stron, an archi tect , and desir;ned in association with the architect 
Robert Kelly. The houses are handsome exar.ples of the popular neo
Renaissance style of the 1890s and generally were rlanned with facades al
ternating betHeen swell- and flush-fronts. The west side of ;ianilton 
Terrace is d0i:1inated by a lonrr row of fourteen dignified rcsi.dences which 
were erected in 1898 for Gustavus L. Lawrence, a ;?rocluce nerchant who lived 
just west of the ~istoric District, and was very active in its development. 
His architects lvere always : levi lle & i;a,rrne, whose offic0s were on 125th 
Street . They also desicnecl nany houses in the 11ount l:orris Park I'.istoric 
District and an apartr:1ent house in the June! Terrace ilistoric District. 
Uere, on llanil ton Terrace, I!eville & Ba:~2c cor,1bine<l tlie picturesque 
flor;ianesque Revival style with classic:il, Renaissance and neo-Georgian 
elenents. Farther up the str eet is a second lonp: r ow , at nos. 40-60, 
dating frou the sane tine , but desizned by still anothe".' architect who Nas 
active elsewhere in t he Jistrict--Henri Fouc:rnaux. Fouclteaux lived farther 
uptown in ,·rashington iiciGhts and also worked in the Jur:el Terrace Historic 
District . r~ere, the architect varied the facades fron house to house 
using f our basic desisns. Typical of the eclectic period is tho combination 
of classical, Renaissance, and even lingerinr. traces of the Rosanesque 
Revival styles . The block front terninates in a handsor1e residence crowned 
by a French nansard roof which is the end house of an impressive row on 
''Jest 144th Street, between I!anil ton T~rrace and Convent Avenue. Erected 
in 1897 by l'.enry ~'.!. Powell, a neighborhood builder, the row was designed 
by Neville & Dagge. 

Cy 1904-06, when the fir~ of ileville & Dagge desizned the last rows of 
buil<lings in the Ustoric District--all for Gustavus L. Lawrence--they had 
adopted a simplified Beaux-Arts style, as nay lie seen at Nos. 453-465 !!est 
140th Street and at l·los. 452-474 ''!est 14lst Street, back to back with then. 
Their twelve houses on 14lst Street, with reel brick facades alternating with 
those of off-white l~or.:an brick or of lines tone, offer a 1i vely color scheme 
and a variety of decorative motifs. Across the street, the row of the 
neighborhood architect, Johr. Hauser, of 1906 is quite siDilar and was no 
doubt planned in rel ation to theri. 

These houses, spanning two decades, thus illus trate the chief successive 
architectural styles of the tine : ·the Ror:lanesque r!.evival, Flemish, Dutch 
and occasional :~ucen Anne influence, the Frencli and Italian I~enaissance 
modes and Classical style of the later 1890s, 3.nd, finally, the Beaux-Arts, 
dominant in t!1e early 20th c entury. 

In addition to its fine residenti;i.1 architecture, the District has 
three handsone churches which delineate its boundaries. The earliest, 
St. Luke's Episcopal Church, was built in 1392-95 ;md was ori ~inally meant 
to re11lace St . Luke's in Greenwich Villa~;e . This na.·~nificcnt structure, 
massive in scale an<l volu~:1e , loJas desi;rned by Robert iI. Robertson, one of 
Ifanhattan 1 s lea<lin[ church architects. tle lvas an associate of the 
distinguished architect '.'Jillian Aprleton Potter, a.nd he also designed 
St. :1artin 1 s Church in the Mount Morri s Park !iistoric District. St . Luke's, 
entered near the corner of 14lst Street and Convent Avenue, is one of the 
rios t i r..press i ve Ror1anesque Reviva l churches in the City . 

Ah:10st overshadowed by the church is the snall white house at Po . 287 
Convent Avenue - -Haoi lton Grange. Duilt in 1801 for Alexander l!a!"lilton , it is 
one of the few survivinz Federal style country residences in the City, and its 
design has been attributed to John McComb, Jr., best known as the co
architcct of City Hall. It has been operated as a house nuscun by the 
National Park Service since 1965. 
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Hamilton i-iei;;hts historic Jistrict 

Quite different in style fron St. Luke's is the li3ht-colored and more 
eraceful Convent Avenue Baptist Church of 1397-99. It was desi gned in the 
neo-Gothic style by the well-known architectural firn of Lamb fr Rich. In 
design an<l massing , it ;-r.akes the most of its conspicuous corner site at 
the intersection of 14Sth Street and Convent Avenue. It was originally 
built for the congregation of the Washington Heights Baptist Church. 

The neo-Gothic St. Jxnes Presbyterian Church, on the northwest corner 
of 14lst Street and. St . ~.Jicholas Avenue, was orir;inally called the Lenox 
Presbyterian Church. It was built in 1904 according to the designs of 
Ludlow & Valentine. Viewed fron across the street, on St. l'licholas Avenne, 
it creates a picturesque image appropriate for the visitor to Ha11ilton 
b.eights approaching the District fron the east. 

A~ong the ~ore recent structures in the Historic District are: the 
forner Lutheran Fospital, now the College View Hursinr: Eome at ;·Jo. 425 
'."fest 144th Street, built in 1922 and 1930 ; a fine neo-Federal residence at 
No. 51 hanilton Terrace built in 1909 ; and an apartnent house on the sane 
street at Ho. 19 built in 1948-51. An addition to llo. 340 Convent Avenue, 

· once owned by the Little Sisters of the Assur.rntion and now the property 
of the Greater Tabernacle Baptist Church, was built as a convent in 1922. 

There are also several schools in the i:istoric District which serve 
the comr.n.mi ty. They include tlrn Elizabeth i·layficld ilursery School at 
No. 321 Convent Avenue where the Hamilton Grange Block Association meetings 
are held, the Harlem School of the Arts adjacent to St. Janes Church at 
i~o. 62 l-'.a.c:-U.l ton Terrace, and the baptist Educational Center at No. 354 
Convent Avenue. 

As one walks through i:-ianil ton Heip:hts, there is hardly a street which 
·does not offer a picturesque vista. Set apart fron the busy thoroughfares 
to the north, east and west, this residential comnunity has a chaming 
character all its own which has been ,reserved throughout the years. 
Only a very few of the buildin~s have been altered by the smooth-stuccoing 
of the original decorative detail, the refacin~ of house fronts, the 
replacenent of roof cornices by mason:ry parapets, and of stoops' by 
basenent entrances. The houses in the 1-ia.rail ton Heights Historic District 
renain renarkably intact. Desi~nation of the District will strengthen the 
comnunity by preventing further loss through a process of reviewing plans 
for alteration and new construction. Designation is a najor step towards 
insurinrr the protection and enhancenent of the quality and character of 
the entire neir,hborhood. 
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l'.:i.::ilton Hci;:hts l:istoric District 

\'JEST 140TH STREET (Detween Convent 2.nd Jl~risterdar: Avenues) 

N0RT! .: SIDE 111JLY (nos. 453-4 75) 

This fine row of Lenux-Arts town houses crentes a graceful rhythrn 
alonri; the street by r'1eans of its nany curved and throe-sided , three-story 
bays. Tho first seven houses , !Jos. 453-465, were erected in 1905-06 for 
the nei2hborhooc! Jeveloper Gustavus L. Lawrence in associ::i.tion with the 
architects , :'.eville & r1r.:.17.r;e , a firn responsible for the desi r.n of riany 
of the buih!in;:r,s in t he District. These houses arc 'luitc sinilar to the 
earlier row at l·los. 467-lf75. Both ~rou:is of buildinf'.S display brick 
facaJes witl1 linestone bz•scs and decorative trin . 

Nos. 45.3-465 are ·four stories hi i~h with En.i; lish base•T1cnts and arc 
more orrrn.te- tluin-t heir westerly nei?,hbors . The doorways are treated in 
an e l aborate manner , cxhibi tin'.'. finely carved Gc:mx-1\rts details such as 
cartouches and lar'.!,C scroll brac1~ets. A !_)attern o~ alternation is 
established in this row with f acades of red brick and curved fronts , 
al tcrnatim: \;ri th t hose of buff brick , with three-sided hays and elegant 
arched r'edi:~ents at the s econd story. Many of the ori~inal wrou~ht-iron 
windm·1 gril les at t he street leve l ~ay still be s een .. further enhancinp; 
t he character of this r ow. 

IJos. 467 -475 are earlier buildin~s clesii;ned by Gcorp;e Ebert and 
erected- ·for-c-.-s:- f;loornquist in 1901-02. They are only thrc~e stories 
hi13h with base'.ionts .. and are approached by hi .~h stoo11s. Snall carved 
heads , scrvin.;i; as keystone s , nrc placed over the c enters of the Sf1.uare
headed doon1ays. The most e laborate f e <:i.tures of this rmv nre the 
foliate - patterned li2estone nanels between the first and s e cond stories , 
and the swa!J, and wreath desi p;ns of the r:;et a l roof cornices. 

1·JEST 141ST STREET ( Eieti.veen St. Hichol a s Avenue and !Iariil ton Terrace ) 

llORTn SIDE O:iLY (i:os. 409 -423) 

UJo. 409 - 411. St. Jar::cs Presbyteri an Church is described under 
st. n ichofa-5- Avcnue. ) 

Hos . 413-421. Adjacent to the nco-Gothic , St. Jar.c s Prcsbyterian 
Church-fs- aro\v_o_f five R.onanesque Rcvi va l brownstone houses' OT)T'\OSi t e 
t he rark, erected in 1892-93 accordi np; to the designs o f' John r, . - nurne. 
In style, the houses ~re r e l a ted t o ~t . Luke 's Church , across th,:: 
street . They al t crnate bct\oJeen two ~.nd three windo1'1s in ilidth . The 
buildinc;s have rusticated basements and are i'l.'f'~"'lroachcd by iti~h stoor s : 
that of no . 421 is L-sharycd . The D.reaways arc apnroachcd between 
inverted console s. The doorways are distin?;uished by the dec-r :pro
j ections of the crownin~ cornice slabs , set on f oliat e brackets. The 
second and third storie s of the se houses proj ect sli ~htly , and the 
windows of the third stories ar e round-arched . The houses which ar e 
three \vindows wide have engar:cd colonnettes char acteristic of the 
Ronanesquc s tyle flankin~ the second s tory wi ndows. The height of the 
bui l din ;::; s accords with t he ste ep s lo·pe of the s t r eet, so that the 
dentilled roof cornice s arc sterped ll~) house by house. 
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r:arnil ton !iCi'.:;hts : '.istoric Di strict 

' ',TEST 141ST STP.EET (Getwoen St. :richolas ,".venue -'.!nd !'aPJ.ilton Terrace) 

llo. 423 . This corner house of buff brick \•'i th its rough-faced stone 
basemoni--provides the necessary visual accent to terninatc this block, by 
counterbalancinrr the church at t!1c eastern end of the street. '. 1ider than 
the town houses to the east . it rrojects out beyond then, as the church 
does at the botto:i of the hill. The house , built in 1C95 as the end house 
of a row of i'.anilton Terrace, is quite simple in design with decorative 
features provided by varyinP; rn.tterns of brickwork. An L- sha,1ed stoon 
which has retained its ori~:'.inal wrow:ht-iron hand railin~ leads to the . 
brownstone enfraF1ed <loor1vays. ;\ thr•)o-sidcd, f'ul1-he i gh1! corner b::>.y rro
vidcs an effective trnnsi ti on to the j'.nni l ton Terrace ro1'1. The shect
nota l roof' cornice with folinte frieze and closely spaced console brackets 
reflects the anc,lod corner o-F the house. 

~TEST 141ST STREET (3etwcen il;:ir:ilton Terrace and Convent Avenue) 

l'Y'RTI' SIDE n;JLY C-10. 435) 

(St . Luke's Church . whic!-:. occu.T'i ,~ s this entire bloc\ front, is 
described under iJo. 285 Convent .A.venue.) 

''E~T 141ST STREET (Between Convent and Ar·sterdar:i. /\venues) 

S'JUTE :=IDE (Ilos. 4S2-4 74) 

There is a ro: '::lTlrnble dc c~ree of coherence on both sides of this 
street due to th0 si~ilarity o~ Jesi3n, buildin~ naterials and cornice 
lines -- althourh ti10 houses were dcsi~ncd by two different architectural 
firns. 

I·!os. 452-4 74. This lon fT row of twelve tmm houses were built for 
Gustavusl __ _ La..,J"r~-ince in 1904~05 after the dcsin;ns of Neville & Dag?;e. 
They are back-to-back with the houses built for the saf'c owner on the north 
side of 14lst ~-:'.trcet ~,nd desii:;nod in a sinil~r l?eaux-!\rts style. The row 
is :narticuiarly inturestin[". bec.c1use of the desir:n natterns and decorative 
V<lriety exhibited by the facades. 

Jlos. 452 -460 alternate fro..., a red brick, swell-front ldth limestone 
bands at tJw soco:.·lJ and fourth stories, to an off-white :<.onnn brick, full
hcight , three-sided bay with round arches 8-t the second stories and line
stonc tri~ . Pany of the dooniays ,'J.re clc?"antly cnbellishec1 by flankinf'. 
'."roovcd ril:isters' cartoucllcs' clclic'.1.tc es:~-and-dart !'\Ouldincs and rulvinat
ed friezes. 

lios. 462-464 continue this sr:iru altcrnntinr: sche110 , but here the 
facades arc totally of lir.1cs tone. The r.l tcrnntin '.; rhyth:'l is nnintained 
to the end of' the ro•v. Tho r'Dno.n r od brick fncil.des with three-sided 
bays are notc.ble for the richly ornancnted rloorw:lys and arched peclirients 
crownino: the second story center ~.,rindows. The doorways arc flanked by 
elon<:;atcd br2ckets supportinQ: cornice slG.bs, onf'raninr; decorativ0 car
touches. The! houses o~ buff brick with swell-fronts are nore sir:iply 
orna;-;cntcd with li!:icstonc srandrcl pan0ls and fluted bandcourses with 
circular noti fs at the :fourth story. The corbeled roof' cornice s of all 
the red brick houses on this side of the street arc crmmed by pn.neled 
p<:ra:rets ad<linz v:irioty to this row. 
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Eal'1il ton liei~hts Historic District 

''EST 141ST STREET (Between Convent and Ansterdam Avenues ) 

N0RTH SIDE (IJos . 451-47.5) 

(tJ9_._4s1 . The corner buildin~ is described under 280 Convent 
Avenue.) 

Nos. 453-475. These twelve brick t own houses, with linestone first 
stories ; desi2ned. by John Eauser for the Picken Realty Co. and erect ed 
in 1906, are quite sinilar to those across the street and were, no doubt, 
planned in relation to those house s. This row also shows the influence 
of the Beaux-Arts style. I'.ere, too , th ore is al so an al terna t in.n: 
pattern between three-sided a.nd curved bays and a strikinr; contrast 
between stone and red brick. The curved facad •3S arc or nanentcd at the 
fourth story by bands of lir:1cstone. Dccorati ve featur8s of the three
sided facades are of linestone and include foliate panels at the second 
story, orna tely pedinentc<l centers at third story windows , and splayed 
lintels with keystones at the t o-p storie s . The doorways echo those 
across the street, , and nre t ypi cal o f thc-~ Beaux-1'..rts style with 
their lavish ornanent includin.r: pil asters, larse brack0ts, friezes and 
cartouches. The finely detailed nolded enfrmnenents exhibit a wide 
range of desi~ns. 0n this side of the street , all the houses ret~in 
their low stoo11s with the ori .r;in~l ornanented Hinp: -wc.lls. The handsor:ie 
f3.cades and t he zraceful desisn o f the sheet -met a l roof cornices creat e 
a pleasinr, archi t cctur a l cnser!b l e. 

l''EST 14 2;m STREET ( Between Convent 2.nd J\msterdan Avenues ) 

soun: SIDE OilLY (lfos. 450-476) 

Nos. 452-476. This linestone row wa s erected in 1899-1900 for 
i1iss Della Steven-s accordin::; to dosi _7ns in the neo-rtomane sque style by 
George lf , S:ritzer . The twelve houses exhibit an intrica t e al tcrnatin '.3 
desi :~n patt ern , in CJ.TI A- r~-C-lJ schcr:;e, which is repeated three tines . 
The entrances to the buildings and t!1e roof cornices nre '~roupcd in 
µairs . 

The ;iA•· and "C ' ty})c faca.<les each disnlay an oriel at the s econd 
::i.nd third s t ories . The N · type oriel, seen a t Nos . 452, 460 and 468, 
is supported by an unusun.l , f ull -width, folia t e corbe l and is enframed 
by s l ender pilasters terrinatin~ i n a cornice carried on v ertical con
sole brackets . In contrast, the s i Hilar oriel of the C· · facade. a t 
Hos. 456 , 464 and 472 _, h ns pilasters nt the s e cond story and columns 
at the third where sr1all l ions' heads dccorrrte the cornice which in 
thi s case is supported on horizonta l consol e brackets. 

The ·B ' and ·. D ' ty\K:) house s hrive flush facades, e l abor a tely en
bel lishcd at the windows with stylized P..enaissancc ornament . Grooved 
pilasters with Ionic capitals separat e the second story windows of the 
· !3' type bui lclin ;Ts .. 1'1hich i nclude Nos. 454 , 462 and 470. Fluted lintels 
crown the side blindows , while a f olia t e panel suri'1ounts the c enter windows. 
At the next story , the \vindov.rs have eared ' cn-i:.-rane"'ents with e rn--c>.nd-
dart no l di n r:o s and ar e s tm,1ounted bv Fo l iate k eystones +111nkec.l by _crrace-
·fo l ribbons. They arc senarat:~c by imusual fluted pane ls t·ii th f ruit 
~·~otifs . 
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Lani 1 ton '.'ei phts ;!istori c Dis t rict 

NJJST 142i!D [ TREL:T (Bett·Jcen Convent ;md A~ster:1-rn Avenue) 

nne o.(" the "10St notable fcc.tures of the D' t'{T1e houses, which 
include Nos . 453 466, 474 and 476 , is the triple window at the second 
story. It has an on1ate lintel and a cornice on consoh~ brackets, sur
nounte<l at the center by a pediDent with escutcheon. Inverted console 
brack8ts above the cornice accentuate the brackets beneath then. The 
third story wiwlows h <lvc ''cared' ' cnf"raner:ents with e'.; '._~ -and-rlart MO ldin1TS . 

The r•aircd ~oorwnys of t hese houses are the nos t strikinr -Feature 
o-f the rot•/ . They :ire arched and na~nificently orn~nentcd in the Spanish 
r>enaissance trad ition. The blind arches ot- the first 11air have ornar:iental 
escutcheons and their en-Fr:v1ern•3nts , which rest U!10n lar r,e console br2ckets, 
are surnounted by -foliate keyston es. The second tyne of" nrchecl_ doorivay, 
with an e l e°.:ant keystone flrmk ed by foli at e forns in bas -re lief. is car
ried upon pilasters Nhich t er r'. in8.tes in stone candelabra. 

'The w0stcrnr·.ost house, no. 476, now used as ::t r ectorv, effectively 
tcr;iinr:ttes th3 row sinc0 it projects frofT! the buildinr~ line to Piake the 
transition to the corner ariartnent house on Ansterdan Avenue. The rioly
.o:onal front of >!o. l'.!76 aclds an elencnt of diversity to the row, while re
tainin'!, the detail of the 0 ty;:ie. 

''1E.c:T 143rm ~:'? j)_ i:: [T (DetvJCen Convent and A.Msterdan /\venues) 

N!IP.T! 1 fif)E n ''JLY (1;os. 4S.3 -475) 

(The cornor house is described under 110 . 320 Convent f.. venue. ) 

nos . 453 and ·155. These t1vo rou ri:h - fn.ccd lbnestonc houses, clesi1In
ec1_ by --P-a-uTi~- .-t:i~f;s- -Tn :i_ late ~0E1anes'1ue h'..evival style . 1HJr (~ built in 
1392-93 for D. J. Dwyer. They a re an al~ost identical nair, except 
for the fact that :.10. L!-53 h as a three-sided, f"ull -heirht bay, and the 
bay of ifo. 45S is curved. !he doorways a.re fl::i.nkecl by hrackets which 
hcl;-:i to su:rport the slrnllo"' corbe led cornice slabs above tiler-.. The 
Hide SPooth b:?..ndcourscs set bet1·1cen f'loor l eve ls of" the houses con-
tr:'lst effccti vcly \'Ji th the rouq;her t •3Xti..ffe of tho facades . The netal 
roof cornices wi th fascin panels of a wreath desinn also aive these 
hous es an attractive quality. J\ddin;i: to t110 variety o.r. textures are the 
delicate f oliate carvin0s <'.-t the first floors nnd stoors and the horizon
t a l rr.oldin~s above and beloi·1 t he sriandrel s. 

J~os. 457 and 459. The next two builcUn;:s are also 1_1aired, and were 
clesiBn-cd b}r fh;::: a rchitects Tliori fr '.''ilson For L. P. E·cck . They were likewise 
vrccte<l in 1892-93 . These brownstone houses are transitional in style fron 
the Ronanesquc rtevival to the new Cl<lssicisn of: the 1390s. The first and 
third floor openin~~ s arc rouncL :ctrched . The doorways ar e sinr ly enframed 
by rore l'1oldinrr,s and ca;-•pcd hy carved , foliate keystones , which also 
a:-'pear above the first story windows. Lmv panels with t-Jre[!_th and ribbon 
dcsin:ns further enhance these \vindows. At the s econd story , a curved 
bay \·Iith throe 1dnd0Hs is ornan1ented by a st·mrr and wreath desip:n , repeated 
at the fascia_ of' the shoct-ric;tal roo<- cornice. 

1'.os. 461 and 463. 0ui te sir1.ilrrr to their easterly nei ;:,hbors, and 
bui 1 t -~'lT-about ___ flie- s-iwe tine these Ponanesqu8 nevi va l town houses ar0 
of srn,ooth-f~ccd brownstone ::m<l are anT)roachcd by L-sha"led stoor)s. They 
a (":ain display the typical round-arched doorways and third story windows . 
The arches o-F these tor story windows ~re carried u.,,on short cnP"a".ed 
colunns and are i;rour ed torre ther under continuous arches with drip nolds. 
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Iiar:i lton lcci~hts r:i storic :Jistrict 

l'1EST 143~0 ~TRDET ( Behwen Convent and J\nsterda:~, !\venues) 

FluteC.. keystones crown e ac:1 ?.rch. The three arched windows of the second 
story curved bay <.lre separated by pilasters with carved capitals. The 
si~plici ty and solidity of the se t i-10 ~acac!es contributes to their charl"1. 

!Jos. 465 and 467. Another riai r of houses ivas built in 1895 for 
Annie- E :-;1.uddeTC ac-cordinrr, to t he <lesi~ns of' i'.cnry Anderson in neo
Rcnaissance style . Ho . 46 5 has a three-sided , f ull-hei 7,ht bay , while 
part of the facade of I'.o. 467 projects to 111ake tho transition to the 
buildinr: line of the houses to the west. Square -headed :raired doorways 
are a~'proaclled by hir;h s t oo:;s and are crowned by an entr.blature with a 
del icately carved frieze supported by consol e brackets. The se ttvo lil'1e
stone buil<linn:s dis•1lay careful at t ention to finely incised detail. The 
f'irst stories . are rt1sticated \': i th bandcourscs f.e.'l.t~ffing ri:conetric -Forms 
above. '!ther noteworthy decorative -Feature s of t~rnse f :J.cades are the 
d ia;1er -patterncd S\)<cndrcl panels set below the thirtl story windows and 
the ornate swa .::_: s e>1- the roof corner f::lscia. 

l~s. 469-475 . The stylis t ic variety of this row o f four town houses , 
built. for· cT:aiTe·s- J. Judson nccordim: to the 1-lesi,rJ"ns of o~rence True in 
1394 -96 l ends interest to this side of the street. These build i ngs have 
lines tone first stol'ics , 1;i th brick above, except for I-Jo . 469 , which is 
limestone full-hei~ht. l'los . 469 and 475 display rouch-:i:';:i.c ed stone at 
['.round l eve l. no. 469 is di fforentiate<l f"ror1 the others by h[lvinr: a three
sided bay above the first floor. The keyed wi ndow enfrari.ements and the 
b a l ustrades are r eniniscent o f French Classical precedent. TI1ree of the 
buildings have dor::ier Nindmvs , with trian2ul a r rieclinents and Gothic 
trefoils , set in sl~.te roofs , excent !lo. 475 which hns an orna111ented stone 
zable. i:;andsor::e bas-re lief panels , swa~s, and yiutti forl'1 a b;J.ndcourse 
above the f i rs t story of nos . 469-473 . The houses are ent ered just above 
street l evel by l ow L-shaped. stoo'"'s. 

"TEST 144'1T ~TRECT ( Bet\·1een :'arc!ilton Terra c e and Convent Avenue) 

S1UT!·1 SIDE (llos . 418-4 26 ) 

This nost i nprcssive row o ·F ~rc:ty brick town houses , extcndin;:. onto 
I-<ani 1 ton Terrace wis desi .r;;ne<l by l··!evi ll e & Dar,?e c..nd c r ec"'.:..:;:l by 
Eenry ; 1P.ccler Pm·.JGll in 1897. The influence of the French Second 
Enpire styl e is still evident here, de s r ite the l n.t e date . ~1ost 

characteristic ;ffe t he steer :.-'iansard roo-fs and the t ernin;:ition of that 
roH by the t\o..ro end ;mvilions a t ;!o . 72 I~anil ton Terrac e and ' lo. 426 
' 1est 144th Street --for<-1i nr; :-i coher ent whole in the French t r?.di tion. 

These I:.onan brick houses , 1.'1i th rusticated limestone at t he first 
floors , lrnve h .:mdsonely en~ra!'lcd doorways with sirnple cornice-slabs 
c ar ried on console brackets . An ornamented fr i cze is s e t bet11Jeen the 
cornice-slab and the to:;i of the door . The ornate corb:.~ l ed windowsills 
of the first story windows ~ive t he facade a note of luxury. At the 
s econd stories , a f oliate bandcoursc which extends ri.round t he row is 
s e t between the 1·1i ndm1s and ornancnted 1-1ith a l c:.1f- anc:! -shic ld pattern. 
Inverted vo l utes connect the bandcours e to a ll the second story windows 
Hhich are eni-ra~ed by e'.':s-and-dart moldinf':s, renerrtin~ those at the 
doonmys. The o:r cat est disnlay of orna!'lent is conc entrated at the third 
story of the four center houses . lie:.re ·' the three round-arched windows 
share a connon si 11 and are enfr[l.l'ied by enirar;ed Ionic columns, decora t ed 
above the bases with fanciful ornament. The arched ec:i;rr-and- dart moldin gs 
are crowned by cartouches in lieu of keystones . 
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'.'a.-,ilton Fei;>hts '..:is toric THs trict 

Dy far the :·:ost strikinr: feature o{: thi~ rm< is its nc.rts(lrrl roof , 
set ;::.bov•J n cornice c::>.rric<l 01: console brackets. Ti10 · •vit1c arched darners 
with Ionic rilasters l enc e•:T'hasis to the end !JaVilions. These sane 
:iilasters fl<:!n\ the two <lor1".ers oc tl1c ~iddle buildin<;s and support tri
an"'ular pecH 0•1ents. Extcw.lin\Y above the nansard roof is a delicate wrou:-ht
iron crestinrr . wl1i ch contri: '.tcs to the orn::.te charn.cti:;r o~ these houses. 

(The lar ri;c red brick ''ansion at the western end of this blockfront is 
<:le scribed under I1o. 339 Convr:mt 1\ven118.) 

i·'.0\-!T:'. <.'I'J'.: (I :0s. 41 3-42°) 

Hos. 413-fi /.3. ,ne of the ~ost ornate rrn1s in the ~istoric District 
consist_s_ o_f_s_:C£ brick tmm houses , dcsirrn.::;.l by T. 11 . 1Jr1nn ::md erected 
by A.. H. Powell in 1803. Tl1<:;sc~ r e sidences ; 111i th those across the street, 
for1 a hnnclsff·:C; c:'1c l ave closed by the north e!lcl o·r-· !'.~c1il ton Terrace. 
The pro'-usion of OiTta' ·10:nt . the dclicn.cy o+ the window .:m+'rnnencnts and 
the li 7h t - colorcd buildinr: nate:ri .1ls ·:ivc this rrrou'> '1 v.qr-i.~ty an'~ rich
ness \·1hich evoke Ve;-ietian rothic ., Italian ficn::i. issancc .. ;\n<l Fr<:mch 
Renaissance styles of :-,~c>i tect1 .. 1rc. Th0 )1ousos 2.:r" coPstructecl. of' Ro:r.2n 
brick with rusticated :~irst stories ·~xco::-t n.t ;ros . ,tl 7 ?.ncl 4?.3, where 
brou.d h~ncls 0£ S"ootl·1 stonc1 1c:rl: are b1tersr;ci-sed by narro'J, 0.l ternatin:i; 
roun;h-f:1ccd bancls. 

The first t \10 houses , . :os. 
in.flucncc at the tl! ird stori cJ s. 
elaborate console brackets. set 

413 :md !il~i, clc::lrly ex:rn ;plify tl10 French 
,ier·J ,stone balconies are c ::i.rried on 

in fyont o<- trinJ.c \•1indo1·1 uni ts. These 
1·1indows ar<~ flanked by orn::i.ncntal n il;:i.sters . which Slli'r:ort ,,aneled cn
tablatur<~ s cro1ms;'~ by <leco:r-:iti v0 shields. TLe build in~ f'::cades are 
further c;;bellished by Hrertth-an(l -to:rc'.1 ;':otifs s 0t bot11een the second 
story windows . TlE:se houses have rusticated first floors and doorways 
cnfr:J:•ed by ew'.a:::ed colur:ri.s ornanented with .:~ diariond rat tern fl.nd 
ca~ped by exceptio~ally hi~1 fo liate keystones. 

IJo. •+17 is i dentic8.l to the 1•1estern:>ost house oF this :rm•!, 1:0. 423. 
Here the influence o~ t)ie \f,3r;r;tian Gothic is :.1ost r:rr'.l)•arent and con-
tributes to the cle~ance oF ttesc t wo f:'lcadas. lcdieval Vcnic2 is 
recci.lled at the thir:'. story in the trin:-i.rti tc 1·Jirdow unit. Profusely 
decorated on 'ran;ryl colunns supnort t!<ree bi ind oni val Cl.rchcs, crowned 
by f'inials. Sh;~l low balconies of tr-;foi l r'csi "'.11 connlete the cof'1nosi ti on. 
The dccor2.ted "'.:'Ce arcil..;s above the c100r1·mys . reninis c cnt oi: the Frenc~1 
ilcnaiss;'.nce style o :<: Fro.ns:ois I ~re~ c<>.:rri0d on scni-cr, 0 ?.r:ed colurms vrith 
f'oliate ca~;i tals. f>c flnttcn0d v<Crs ion 0': the on:,;0 noti f is r 3:;eat (3d at 
the f'irst. second n.n,:i fourth story win<lo•,.rs. ·nws ... ' ti.110 houses arc 
crm·mcd by cunr·:Jd "uh l 0s , i.1 i th centr'.:'l wh c;.) l '"oti +·s f'lankcr} by colonnettes. 

' 10s, 11 J.0 ".nd 421 cL:n.rly cxLibi t the inf'Jucnce oc t >e I.tali~n 
Pen?.issancc·:- - ~[;::0- ornar:.mt~~l ~'ilasters +'l;:i.nkin~ the chOTW"?VS r'T C rcneated 
at the s •.)cond story v1in·1ows where t>u::y '-o:rn tri::'.'.lrti te win(Iow uni ts 
si~il ar to those n.t the third stories oi- : :os . 413 ~nrl 4 15 . The bal
conies at the n3c~t story D-T<J also lib~ +,1 1 ose ?t ;.ros . 41 .3 and 41.S . 1:1hile 
t11':l col1r:ns f'l;inkin - t he third story ldndo1·.1 s nre si· ·, il::iT to those of 
; :os. 4 17 nnC. 423. ~:,.c .r-o: . .irtL story \.' i.r-dm'1s <:>_r,~ en'-rr>.~-c c 1. 1w c1at O '.~ec 

arches c:roh'tJ.(~ 1...1 :-:it t:1i:~ c enter by .r-inials. f.\.11 t:1c hottses arc a~rroacl1cd. 
hy low d i ~ni~ied stoons. 

Nos. ~~5--429. This (1 in:ni.cicd n8o-Pedc!'~l bric!~ structure , six 
stori ~;-5·;~I~I1 ___ is- ·no'·' kn01m ns the r:'olle1e ' ' i ew ~ · '.ursin e; r:or"e . The 
e?stcni::ost section vns built in 1921 af'ter the dcsicrns o~ Rous e 0 
Gol0.ston0 am'. tns orir;i n::i.lly calll1d the LuthcraTt l 'osrital. The later 
T'Ortior; oc the hosT'i tal · ·o . ~<:~0 ('.".-1\ Convent twemi.P. ) 1·1as ;'.csi n;ncd ;__,y · '-. ~.te 
'.rornaE , - . , unt S0 . Inc .. 2.nd ercctwl i '1 10';0- 31. The buildinr:r is 
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r~r:iilton f'.ei";hts ''.istoric !Jistrict 

(L;etween ! a,-,i l ton T(:rrace rtnd Convent Avenue) 

divided vertic~l ly into three S \~ctions--a base, sh;:1.+:t, and attic--by 
strong horizontal ele:---,ents. The t1·10-story base, 1vith round-arched 1·Jin
do1vs, is scciarated fror., the central sh;} r-t by a broad bandcourse of stone 
U1JOn which rest tlv~ tall slender T'ilastcrs which rise to neet the cornice 
beneath the attic s;:ory . /\ h2.ndson10 balustra<le crowns the structurt~. 
'~'"'onp: the neo -'Federal r..3aturcs rrre the use of Flel72ish bon<l brickwork, 
the keystones and i ?nnost blocks of the first and second -r-1oor \11indo1·Js , 
and the s:·1al 1 s tone panels Hi th swqrrs set into the brickwork between 
the fourth and fifth . floors. 

l'fEST 14<lT; ; STREET (Between \".onvent and /1rs terdaE; J\'1cnues) 

This street is one of the !'lost architecturally notri.blc in the 
I:istoric District and indcerl" in th·:) r?.orou:Y]1 of '.~2nlw.tt;tn . The open 
appoar::mce o-f this section of th~ District is l a roe ly due to the thoui:i:ht
ful nlanninp- Of 1 .. illia;~: I' . ''OHbr'.ly, the ;J.rchi tcct O":- !"0St of' the -Fine 
residences Hllich are set we:ll back al on:; hoti1 si,'.es of' t'.1e street. These 
houses h:.:?.vc raise<] stone t0rr2.ccs w!lic11 s0'.x1:i--.rlV') the -Front yards +.ro1 1 the 
sidewalk. In nddition , t he over-nll d0si~n was carc~ully a(a~ted to con
forn with th::: u"1.mrc.~ s loro-: o-'- the str:.:~8t f'ror:• f:onvcnt "v'~nu~ to f\nsterdnn . 
L\s a '."rou:; , the se r0si cienccs p_r,:; cxtraordinari ly T'icturesnuc, dis~layin;::: a 
"reat variety of" roof'lincs t1ui ldin~ r aterials . colors nnd textures . 
r-Tost r(~tain th.cir stoors 3.nc1. cvr;n their orin:ina l doors <'.aJ lrn.r.-:lw<ere . The 
in+lucnce o~ Dutcli ~nc1 Flcnish architectural traditirm.s is inricdiately 
evi dent the '1.o:i2.nesquc , Gothic and TurloT styles 1.-1cr,3, ho1,1cver , the 
nredo1 '.inant insnir ation -For the 'lrchi tect. 

C:. ('_,J_J'P, ·_.,:_; ~. · .,.lf'.J;:; c ·:.1·0"' 4 ~2 471! \I - ~ .. -~ , ·~ -- ':... 

r:os. tl-52 -466 . The cirrht houses in this T0\'! were ricsin:ned by "illia'~' 
r ' 'owb-r3.y ··::t'r1T .:irectefl in 1800 cor "'i lli11···, r•. 'kFor0st , .Tr. , <'-n owner of 
!'\UCh of the nror,erty in the ! 'istoric ')istrict . The <:::i.cadcs exhibit a 
;:reat de::1.l o f variety ?.ncl riarticularly show tl1c in-flur.mces of the nor-ian
esque and Tw~o1'.' n.cvi V'.lls "S Hell ::i.s Sf\~'\(~ Gothic in-Flue nce . no . 452 is 
Tudor in ch::iracter Hi th a yf',nd0'. 1 0shlnr b 2_s(; and 11arlor story , and ye llow 
brick abov·~ . '~uoins cind kcyc:l 1 .•.rinJ.~ow trin enli v cn th~~ r-1.C::t< 1-:~s . .A cor
beled b:mdcourse s e;-:i.r;:i.tes f'irst nncl snconcl stories :>r} SUJ1!10rts the 
";8.ble. The h ;;i.ndsone tri:· k '·?indo\\rs <:t the s ccon.d rrncl tilirc: stories have 
hc:nvy :-i::i.sonry ·~u l lions ;;nd tr:ons ,_r : h~rs . 

w!·;icJ1 is r:Y!: s'·1ooth s tone111ork :~t the -first floor and 
yellow brick abOV8 ::i. G0t'.1ic in:f-'lu .:-::ncc~ ~-ny 1-i::: seen i n tl:c lm·J nGinted 
arch of the second story trinl e winri.01v. \IJith sunburst tr<'-nson panel , 
and in the cori~ c l o~ ~asonry balcony. ~ie or- the inturestin" features of 
this hous;~ is th<~ r01.•1 of' S"'~J J _ nointcx)-Cll'Ch \'Jim1.0\JS nt th e f'ourth story , 
bcneat1-: the deer l y ::roj ectin'' c :vc o.c the hinncd r oof'- -1._rhich has its 
: ;_c:., ··.~nesquc~ CO',mter··~irt at :!o. i\(, ,~ . 

The Gothic in,,,luc:1cc; is even ,·10-re nronounced :-it >ro . riS6 . .:\l l the 
oncnin~ s in ti1e facaJ o are point ed-nrchcd with din im1tivc stone ribs, 
ar.d lrnve transon bars. The first f' Joo:r wiw10 1·! has a :; ;::mdsone iv:roup;ht-iron 
'rrill e . This house is a lso 0-<- bric>, i·Ji th a sniooth-fn.c,_xl first storv anG. 
s e cond story oriel. :\ :-1irthcr nedie1nl note is its crcne ll a tc•l nn.r.,net 
<tnd s l n. t o rocf above. si~=i l 11r to that at ':o. 462. Tho sroon , in contrG.st 
to the house at the cast , is L-shaned . 
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( ., + r · 1 ' · · ' ' ) :c -..l•/oen , _,onvr~n-c ::i..nr~. ··:- s 1:erc a:-. r .vc-.n:ues 

i!o . 458 is essenti".llY si:·;il:->r j_n :1 cs5.!"r: to '.!o. 452, with triple 
win<loi·is-:-it-the s econd :~n·.~ thi:c'~ st01·ies but with a s quare winJow in the 
nointed :rc..blc . in contrast to -::he n.rchccl one at no . 4 52 . :!o . 460 i s 
1':1.thcr sinilar to ! 10. t153 . c yc~nt .:"or t 11.c secon(.'. story ''roj ectin<; h<ly , 
carried on s tone corb0ls .'.:'.nd t;1e noinv:<:l-'.1.rch windoi.r in the r:able. 

::o. 4§_2 __ , like i!o. 460; is a:•rToachad hy a hn.ndsome L-sha,.,ed stone 
stoop which faces t:~c ono a t ''o. 460 . This brick f"acai:b i·Jith tri:ilc 
windows at the u:r;ior stori r.: s is sir~rly exrrcssed Hi th s<:one trir. . 
;ro. 456 an<l thi~ hot<se, 1·:ith their cr:.mcll:tte c.l roo+ rarnr.icts , flank the 
two p:abled houses het1 vcen then . 

ilo. 464 is a handsor~,,~ !"! on2.n0sri ·0e n.c:vi v::il hous ;_; o-f yellow brick 
with a ·br-o\~n-stone :'C.rlor storv. r·.erc, the rounc~ - :3.rclrnd theuc r,r evails , 
~ivcn rhythr,ic coherence by co~tinuous drin ~mids. ftai~e<l ~l3SS tr~nsons 
arriear at the first e:nd s oconr-1 story windo:·/S. At tlic .courth storv .. +i ve 
s ri::i.11 arch0d windmvs arc sq-: ar<!.twl by squ:1.rc coltF:ns. Til e buildiw~ is 
crowned hy fr, ,~ c~ ·~oply T'r oi8ctin:r e r.,ve of tllc r ed til e hirined roo.r- hrith 
arccn COj1110r crestinr;s , sur1•1vin;z 3. f'urthc r note of color contrast to this 
f'::i.cadc. 

The dirrnificd r osidcncc nt ~ 10 . ~- (, 6,, 1.'ith its nmd.011 ashlar .r-irst 
story anct ya llO\J brick facn: le above , h :c1 s 0. truly Tudor charact0r . The 

''!>t, · t ri.l f '' 1.~indoHs of the ;1rinci ~-, ::i..1 floors ll2_ve st on(; :'.ul lions <-lnd t 1vo tran-
so~· bars sc~ar'.ltin r; th,; t '.lYce t iers or. s ::i sh. Th.0 v·incioivs ar•:: tri rle a t 
the cirst -Floor n.nr~ ou:t;1 r un.lc :i.t the U'''•er +J.oors, with continuous linte l s 
which extend the wi rl ti1 oc the .c~u_, 1 , ·.~. The :;oint cd !•nblc is rierced by an 
unusual stone oculus. '.i':1e house llas rct~.incr3. its handsor.0 \'Jidc 1vood 
door1"ay \·Ii th .-: tri)1arti t -.= trci..nso!; .:-.hov·:». The :!roawi.y is .;nc l osed by -1. 

hi2h wrought-iron f oncc. 

' fos. 468 - 474. These f"0ur brick ,. 'Zor.~•.fr'.)Snue f.'.eviv~1 1 !1ouses were built 
as a ro\if-i°il-1 ~g7..:T. '.:J before his rm« to tl~c east . cor " i 11.ia': ?' . 
DeForest , .Ir. who livei:~ in one o+ thcs;: res i ,',cnces. '.}::-s i ;-:ne<l by the 
archi tcct 1 :ri.rvey L. :'C.F',G e?.ch o<- the :four houses lrns its 01·:11 i ndi vi dual 
ch:iracteristics . T]1e first tlvO houses , 463 ?.>1'~ 4 70 , :1. 01.ve reccsscrl ·-:iaircd 
entrance s 1·1i th s c·:r,r'cnt:: l arches under a cor.non roo+ . and. the windmis o-F 
tLe u;mcr floors a r 0 ali nm~d · hrn·'~Vt)T , :!o. c1(}'.; has a -Full-heir;ht , )"'Oly:,;on
a l b<1.y _ 1.!ith o:rien porch -'.:!.t the to··1 • Th•J !'"OSt int,; restin<T feature o-F this 
house is its f~<'l..b le , wl1ic11 h11s three winr1ows ~rou;1ecl in th•:- Pn.ll!'!.c.1L1r: r~.n

ner , and is crownoJ by a tcrra -cotta copin" , finial, and ornate shou l~ered 
0nd blocks . In contrast a t!1rcc -sid,;d 0.or·1e r 11indo1•! is s e t into the 
ryitc}1·.:xl roof of ; 10 . 4 71J. /. t1·Jo-story rcctr:rn."ul~T b :.y . to the ri<rht of' 
the doorw2.y . ri ses Fro!'. a bold -f'a ccd stone arch ari.d ba se P.nd is crowned 
by c:."os t ircn c :cost iE ·;s . Tl;e r·r; ssivrm.ess o -r- those bA.scs is ~urther 
en:.>J ~as i zccl by the b<J.t t CT OT rmt\112J~-J Slone oF th.e W:',lls . 

}~vcn <;r eat e r f'r c}•i tocttrr<t l 0.ivcrsitv r18.'l :~e S c~cn nt ·:o. 472, where a 
sh·-:·:: ".:- -~ctal oriel ::t the s econc1 story ::i.cts o.s a bn.sc f'or the .r.-a.rlan<led 
;'<lr a;>ct of t li :c: t h irJ stm:y norch. 'fl1is ··1orc!1 is r ece sse:·} hehind a 11idc 
arc!1 Forred hy tiff•~c concentric bands o-f hrici:work . Tile curved corbel A. t 
t he bas e of t his oriel c:ctcnds dmm 1--<;t\·Jcon the arched on,-.:ninrrs o+ tho 
+irst +ioor. The r~::i.h l e 01- tllis house is si r1il8.r to tha t of l!o. 474 . ~nd 

bot[1 .".re crowned bv tcrra-cotta -Fini o. l s, '·Ji th hi ah orn<l"c:·:u : 1 end l: 1 ock 
r 0stin.:: on ci. l ion 1 s head :cibove the; lo ,-cdcr box at '.!o . 4 72 . :;o. 474 is an
proac;:cd by a1·i L-sh<:FieJ bol :l - fac cd stoon . The ori r:inci.li ty cxhibi tcd by 
t 110sc houses r>rovi des this si·.:;c of the street i·1ith n s eri e s o~ :i lea.s in<? 
su:n1:rises _ Th::! t'''o-s tory rectanrr.u l :ir ~ 'lY at tho l c Ft si,:1e . sirnila.r in 
r everse to th2.t at ::o. 4 70 , ter r inates in a stone halustrnrle a t the third 
~loor . Th i s introduces ?, note- of asy:'C.ne t r y to the faca(_fo o<- both houses . 
At ::o. 474 this is furth<.) r on11h:;-.si zed by a sroa ll b ;:i.lcony at tl:c second 
story ~·1hicL r ':.!sts unon 8.H ornate corbe l block ::i.hovc: the doonvay. .1.\n 
L-s'. \;i-,··-8.:.1 s toop ;ip:;ro:iches t he entr::mcc in this 11cst crn°0.0s t house of t h8 row. 
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I-1anilton I'cio;'1ts i'.ist0:ricc~l District 

449 --47.5) 

('.os 449 - 4'.:i l ::tre describr:·c under '. :os . . 340 - ~44 Convent 1\venue '.) 

;_ios, 453-467. · ' .iT~ osc eir;'1t brick to~·m. :·,oo . .tscs . 1'1hich shoN the influence 
of tlie Tudor an<l Fle;1ish Pevival styles, fo-:c~'.l one of the ,-,ost notable rows 
in tllc ~'.istoric District. These ho :.~s e s, 01..l s et back behind stone 
torrci.ces r:i..nd a;iprcached Ly s toons , H-:::rc OHncd nrd desi['ilfJ(1 by ' 1illimr. t: . 

·:m-Jbrr'.V .. tLe architect o-F the houses directly across the street, mv:l '''ere 
erected in 1886-QO. T1ey arc a~ona t~e e~rliest rows in the district. 

ilo . 453 r e flects the i n fluence of tllc Tudor style, since t11c ~· 1enieval 
hal f-t i riberinr:i: tcclmioue is Jiere t nns l::itec~~ iT1to brid: :.md ston,;. Tlle 
roo-1= '~:!hl •.:! " orr.<ff'1ented '..Ti th two p.3.n<: lS bcn.ri:nn; th;;_, d:~te o-f' 1887 : is C<..rried 
on stone brackets. ,', l<l.r"'cr typ.e or bracket sup1)orts a cornice over the 
t1:i-ne -si~ ·~d !'1et~l ht'.y 11inclo1·1 at t ho s e cond story. T~1e ·First c1oor in con
tr:ist to the yr:; l lov1 brick 0bovc, is constructed o-F " TP..Y Tando!l ashl1'lr. The 
sn,ua re-he2,lecl opcnin-rs havrJ tr:-m sons. 

Tl1e l~cxt ht1il \.1. in:':, ~· :n. '~·SS :. is :' lso rf\1dor ill ch.nracter and disp lays t11e 
nodern i nter: Tet!:'..tion cf ;,al'' - tir'.bff.rinr: cxecutod i11 stone set in the brick
\'lor1: . t\ t t11e s0co11d story . t~. L ~: b0.rv1 s ·/I ('_nki n,:~ th.e: '~J i ndo;..1 are cti1·v,~d.. 1'l1e 
arched doon1 '' '-' :m.J. 1·1id.:;: fiI·st story i,rirn1.011 have wood tr:.msor·' b2.rs. The 
nost strikin~ reaturn o& tl1 i s hous e is the tri~artito groupin~ o~ the upne r 
story win~im,1 s . - At tl1 0 secorn~ story the 1'1inrfows kwe stone tra nson bars 
c2.n'.'ied on stone r,ullions v!hi l () the 1 011 third stoTy windows h :we c.tor.e 
1:0ullions anc: ~:n:oject u:"' into the roocli11•~ s. Instead of ~ stone p:nh lc , this 
house , 1vhicll is lm·ie r in hei!'Sht 1:h3.n ::n. 453 , has il hipped roof set into 
tlw nain slope of the roo r . 

I 

''.'he next fot:r house s , r:os . . :1S7-461 "·Te 1~rinaTily nco- rl onish in 
character as shown by t; ieir Li ·1h s t-~p: ·.c~0 an.1 curved ."ab l~s . No .457 is 
tinr~ui shcd by the um.:5m:.l bol;l r :_;-,sonry enfrr-~;·1encnt 0-f- 8.n arch~d op-:-nircL! of the 
first story and i~y its ele?:~mt s e cov1 story Pnl l;idin.n 1,1indm·1. The stone 
CJUOins n.n(l b8..w1courses s et into the •:1srL l~cc1. hr:ic1;,·1or:( l e nd anin::i.tion to the 
-f-acnde . ~;·~1e cm·vilineu.r f'.C:Lle :d s os ?T::1.cr:~-Fu lly cnt of i:he third storv of 
th e bui l rlinr~ 2..nd ends in a s ;-.:>,11 tri~nrular f1edi ,~1cnt wit!: a centr<i.l blind 
ocu lus anc1 t errrl-cot ta sv<<V' . · 

i't ! '.o. 459 , the q8.bl c: is o·'-' t \e ,.,ore t 1·<•di ticn~l Dutch ste'"':'CC~ tyre, 
~,J i th a f~ecor c1tcd stone ':1ne l s e t i nto i t: . The Pn.U.a~:i~n 1·1i ndO\'J noti f is 
repeated at t he fo~irth story of the hoase ,. \·:ld.lc t b ..; trinc•rti te rmllioncd 
windo1·1s 01- the two st0ric s belo•1 2c:tc :--·o".''.: like the Tudor styl e o: '.'.o. 455. 
This fl01.!S(; r:o. '~S '.-} .. ;,,-.,: its noi :)1bor "'o . 401 , '.lre c or:structcrl or- brind.ed 
ye llow bric1( wi t i •. ;;i.sll l a:r :'i :cst Fl oo:rs. Th(lY ::er :; the t<lllest houses in the 
row and are tlt,:; r e fo::r8 the f o e:> J ·· :;i;-1t o'- this "' ::'.''JP.1' . 'i'lle stc:~n 21l rrable 
o f : '.o. 46 1 is t o ;·yrier1 b',' r:n o:".'::.T r.:~".; .'ll ::i.rche d r o ·'.j_ ·r;cnt, nnd clisnlavs l1an<lsor.c 

l ' . . 

terr<i-cotto. -;-i0n?- ls ."'J-,ov ;ei tI1c -fo tfft~l. story 1·Jindo•:s. '" cornice carried on 
corbels cxtenc1 s across tl~e Paco.de b0 t1·1·.'~'~n the tl:.ir•I :".nd F'o1irth stori e s and 
shL;l t e rs ~ terr;-i- cott;~ f'riczc'! above t11e ~·,,t i rldolVS .. 

The n00 - f.le·1is~t ;'1ode is a l so ::i.n;•ar8nt in the c:1.1·:-vilinear crab l e of' ~10 . 
463. This r 8d brick house is di~~erentiated ~ron tho others in the r ow by 
the very wide arch ::~t tho First f loor , 8"''bracinrr t\·10 \vi ndows, and t lie bl ind 
nrcilccl 1:1indm1 at t he t h i:rd stoYy, orn:ir1ente,~: 1d. t ]1 c lion's head terra-cotta 
tyr.,~anµm. Tiie thre e - sided sheet - r·1ctaJ ~1;o_y 1qindm1 ei.t t he s cc01!d story nd<l s 
to -U-1c s t y listic d i v orsi ty o -f' this f'ac:lrle. 

T;,:; \·mstcrn,.~ost V·Jo 11ouses in this row arc Tudor in style 1.ncl bc>.lance 
t l;e tHo Tu:jor houses .'.'~t the other er..•l of the ro1·1. ;;o. ~-6 5 i s o r drirk red 
brick v:~ih! , :o . 4G 7 is constructed. of yelJ.m1 brick ., and both ?1ci.ve random 
'..lsh l 2.r first ~'.'.'loors. :-'. tone bands set into the brickwork 2.i:::'..in recall the 
'-1.2- lf' -tinberinr; oF r1cdi evnl !'.n'~lc:1w1 . The top f l oor and_ PJ1L>lo of i :o. 465 are 
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'. '<mil ton ~ '.t::: i <•:hts iiistorical Ji strict 

pnnT'.I SID[ (:Jos . t) ll. 9 -475) 

set above l~r , ~e foliate brackets sunnortiw' 2. cornice . The second story , 
three-sided sheet-~etal bay window is be low a ~air oF stone ?arpoyles 
beneat h this cornice. The .'.'.able i.s r"ir;rce,} by an oculus -flanl~ed by curved 
stone bands . Lotl·: tlio ~focCl.des of thesr' houses :1.rc ext3nsi vcly erribcl lishecl 
by dco;-ily :-iroj octinn wind0\'1 lintels. The t l ti r.d story 1vindow unit of 
!Jo. 467 exhibits 1: <:c1Y2sonely : 1 r~coraV:'ld s ·:'~ndn: l Dnncls of terra Cotta below 
it and a corbe led co~:~er co:rnice crmms th;J ashlar r:<..som.·y 0 1- the -firs t _ 
f'J.oor. 

; .;os. L:G'.)-4 7.r::. This roH of f'our ln 'o\-.rnstone houses, erected in 1896 fron 
desi<:rns by :.:evil1.e ~: r'.8-;'.~:c, is cornletely diff'ercnt in style fror its 
picturesnu.0 nc i ; hbor to the '~::i.st. Th -:; style is basically neo-classical ,. with 
certain Features i11hic:h c.eriv0 -Fro:·; -Uie Ronr.mesc:ue rtevivul. The r~~ssive 

characte r of the rm:. t he ncstic::.ted bA-s0nent ,. the narrow rou~h-face•_l band
i n " ::rn<l t:te c:crvin :: ' c-r01·min;' th ~) ::1ie :rs b ;:;twccn the w:i.ndm-: nre Ro•"!anesciue 
featur -:~ s. L;ir '::e corbels su;ipor-t the :f-ull--width, ·three-sided b?.ys o~ t11e 
ur:;ier floors. Folir:..te ;,1oldin.::r s l!~ay he sc ~:r· ?.t the doorw2.ys an.-l T)ATl or 
-'-"loo-r ~-iinchHs. T'.1::-: bays a rc orn2r:i.erte<l with e l e(Tantl~r c rrrveJ. br:i.ndcourses 
at the bases and wi tll elabo'.!.·ated ST)::indr~l r anels bene:.".lth the third story 
windm-!S . : ;o . t].75 rroj c cts fron tlrn TO;.i i~ order to nake the tT~nsition 
£ror :. t he i·rnv to t he corner apn.rt:r.:ent hoes 0 on Amsterdan ,.\venue. !-!andsol11.E' 
sheet-rietai roof cornicGs wi tn cl 2ssical s1·mgs i n the frieze crown these 
bL!il<lin:.>S. 
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Hamilton Heights Historic District 

CONVENT AVENUI: 

This t1~ee- lined residenti a l avenue, extendine; northw~rd fron the ~ateway 
of the City College canpus, is the spine of this l'.istoric District. It is one 
of the most attractive streets in the District, with lone~ rows of fine 
r0sidences set well back fro;,: the street. The east side of the avenue is 
defined at e a ch end of the District by a handsor:ie church, a pattern often 
followed in the late 19th ccntt:ry . ~ ·anilton Granr,e, which r;ave its nar.ie to 
the Historic District, is loca ted just north of the intersection of Convent 
Avenue and \lest 141st Stre rJt, between structures of a much later date, and 
serves as a reminder of the e arly history of the area. 

Convent Avenue was naned after the Convent of the Sacred Heart, esta
blished in 1847 on a lar :~e rura l tract bounded by the present 126th and 
137th Streets on tirn south and north, and St. Nicholas Terrace and Convent 
Avenue on the east and ivest , part of \.,.h i ch is now the site of the South 
Campus of City Collese . 

COI!VfalT AVCi·iUE ( Between '.'Jest 14 lst and 144th Streets) 

EAST SIDE (Nos . 285 - 339) 

!lo. 235 . St. Luke 1 s Episcopal Church, one of the niost irlpressi ve 
Ro,~anesque Revival churches in the City, was built in 1f.92-95 and desi ~ned 
by one of i.ianhattrrn 1 s l ·3aJinr; church architects , Robert I'.. Robertson. Ee 
was '.!::l associate of the cl istin_cruished architect 'Jillian Appleton Potter, 
and he also desi ;~ned St . i1artin 1 s Chu rch in the Ilount iforris Park i::istoric 
District. St. Luke's, a brownstone church, is Dassive in scale and volume. 
It recalls tlie work of 1-:enry Hobson Richardson, the leader of t he Ronanesque 
Revival r:iovenent in America. The beautifully executed bold-faced stonework, 
naking the nost of textur ."ll contrasts , ~1as +'lush-+'aced trin, whid1 is qush
ha1.1:·.iered anu tool eel . 

The nrincipa l facade o "" t :1i s bold stn:ct1Jr0 is ;1a,ie un o ,~ a seri e s of 
well-inte [~rat eJ units. One of its stri:;: i11 ;3 +e 2.ture s is the curved entrance 
porch . 'foe wi <.::c n.r cites of t ilis ;)ord1, e~1"'.'Jhasiz:Jd by continuous tirip 
r;,o l dinzs, r 0s t on colunns . Two arche' .. '. doorways '.lt tb~ re ar, one of whici1 
is the r::ain entrance to t;:c c'. 1,lrc'.1, I<avc lw.ndso:-.,e o:ik Joors. \ cornice with 
bold corbe ls exten-Js arounu t!1e t op ot= the ~>orcli ancl sup~orts its slopiw· 
roof. 

The beautifully cor·poseJ end wall of the nave , r1s1n p: above the porch, 
is t he fo c a l : lo int o f t ::e -facri. . .ie. fi v2 narrow s 1i t ''1inclows s e t into t:ie 
::;able provide a contr~st i n sen.le to the fi'lc tall arched 1·1indows above the 
porci1 . 'lllese wi nJ.ows, se1)aratcd by -:'icrs wi th cn:::a ; ~c<l colunns. are ''.i ven 
aJ,led enpi1asis by t;1ei r crowni n ,; drip r'.o l clin :~ s. 

i•t ti1e northeast corner of 14 l s t Street ~:r;cl Co:tvent /'.venue, a l)rojectin (T 
s cction--orif~inally plarrnc<}. to incorr orat e a towcr--fe<ltures a doorway en
fral'•e<l by a s eri es of inset round arche s ::in(l crown ec1 b y a S!'iooth stone Pali le. 
The Fiosaic in t iie t rr;;anu;; r~bovc tlte (~oor ad<ls an e l e··1cnt o: bri ?ht contrast
iw; color to t i1e faca0e. 

A sl ender ~·oly :;onal bell tower rises to t;10 leEt o :'." the n<"!.ve. 'Call 
archeC o;;enin .. •s enirnnce t he top ,, while molcleci hrick colonnctte s extend the 
full hei :,ht of tiie tm.,rer at eac11 cor ner. 

The church cxtern:ls a l on' ti1e entire b loc1~ f ron t o-f 14 lst Street 1.Jetween 
Conv ::mt ,\venue an<l :;a::ilton Tcrrnce. ·Jn t he 14 lst ::: trcct si d~ the church 
has ano ther entrance beyo1E t~ ic ::roi ectin~~ section, a;:i;roached by an 
L-shapecl stoop. Trie staineJ ·• l<>ss windows o..c t ;1c nave, which are rounJ
arched wi tl1 S '~;ooth stone enfr:ir'e'.1ents , ext.en~ a lon,:: this si Je .. wi t;1 tri~le 
clerestory wirdow units aLovB tllei;.. 
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Ilamilton lleights I~istoric District 

CDllVEI·lT AVEllUE (Between lJest 14lst and 144tl1 Streets) 

T!ie wall of the transept is hi:;i:hliehted by a large rose window set below 
the .'~able which is pierced by t!ncc srrnll round-ai-c:1ed windm-Js .treated as 
a sin::; le unit. A horizontal bd.r1tl of 1vindows below is separated by piers 
with enga~ecl colonnettes, a feature repeated in the low adjoinin~ f; abled 
section. 

The apse of the church, risin:: to a great hei _cht, c~oninates Pnnilton 
Terrace. The nonuncntal scale of the bui ldin r; is nost arparent here. T!:e 
a;:-ise, set uron a fieldstone base , has 11assive walls like those of a nilitary 
fortificc.tion, so i npenetrable clo they ap;:iear. The u}\-;::ier section o:f the 
apse i;ri th s;1oot!1cr variegated brownstone 1·rnlls, pierced by tall, narrow. 
stained r:: lass arched windows, -provides n subtle contrast to the nore 
ru;;;;ed character of the base of the apse. 

A '_' ab led porch with round arches set on colur.ns distirni;uishes the rear 
entrance . 'The rorch adjoins a S::lall turTet with a doorway at its base 
containin~ a handsoue wrou.-;;ht-iron uoor. This door1•ay is approached by a 
rur;zec~ brownstone stoop. 

/\ fine wrou:2:11t-·iron fence encloses the yard at the rear of the church. 

iio. 287 . hani l ton Gran2e, a two-story franc house, is one of the City's 
najor histOrical treasures. Built in 1(_;01 for Alexander Lamil ton, one of 
the nation's founding fathers, it w::i.s desi;:nated a :!e1·1 York City Landr;iark 
in 196 7 because of its historical and archi toctural si i:;ni ficance. It is 
one of the few survivin~ Federal style country residences in the City, and 
its dcsi <jn has been attributed to John ·;ccor:.b , Jr., best known as the co
archi tect of Ci ty Il;'.11 1 . 

In 1339, The Gran ''.c" was ;r,oved fro'.'1 a site nearby to its present 
location. It served as a c;1apel for St . Luke's while the church was under 
construction and later as a rectory. Since 1965, it has been operated as 
a house r:mseu~.1 by the National Park .Service, "- cli vision of the United States 
Departnent of the Interior, as the i-lanil ton Gran.::;e Nr.tional tlerriorial. It 
is woll-knovm throu~hout the land and is on the !Jational P.e:::;istor o:f 
1'.i storic I' laces. 

The local connuni ty is justly proud of the fa.ct that i'c:iril ton Gran,.,.e 
lies within the l;istoric District. T;1e Ea-:-1i 1 ton Eci'1hts I'.istoric District 
derives its nar:te fron this fanous house. The Gran::;o serves as a re -:inder, 
within tl1e urban set tin:;, of the orisinal countrified appearance of this 
section of the City and of its historica l si i~nificance as iia·1il ton's country 
seat. 

(Nos. 239-309, which i nclude thr0e lar;e arartnent houses, are outside 
of the Itistoric District.) 

Nos. 311-339 . This lon:: row of fifteen ;:-iicturcsque houses, set behind 
front yards , and separated fror. the sidevrnlk oy raised terraces, was 
erected between 1887-90 for Jacob D. '~utlcr, <'.1. rea ltor, fro; .1 the desi:;r.ns of 
the architect Adolph ; ioak. i\ variety of styl~s are represented by these 
houses , which include the Flenish, Tudor, and f'.0'."1c:mesquc P.evi val, expressed 
in the nat erials , colors , ~md. textures erirloyerl. Attention focuses in
riediately upon the di ve.rsi ty of tlie roof lines, silhouetted against the 
sky--Lcrc 0.rc t:ri ~.n"'!l<>.r ~nil stt'!n11ed_ .l!ables ::1.nd hi~Yfled roofs, all havini:r, 
don1 er \·1indot-1s <'.1.nd chLmeys. The over,,:'..:'.. c£·~ect of these di f'ferent roo-':' 
desi7ns contrib1...:tes to t:1e char;.1 of t;1is rm1 of residences. These houses 
disi! lay illl intercstinr~ CO''.'.bination of brick c.nd stone. The base:nents. 
of brownstone ~eneraliy alternate between s~ooth-faccd ashlar anrl bold-faced 
randon :i.shlar. Har.-.'.so!ne r.onanesque P.evi val type stcOT'S of brownstone 
al ternatc: bet11een strai r;I1t and L-shared. [xcludirl '. !, the two enJ r esidences, 
they ar e l aid out in a s r1:letrical A-G-C-D-E-F-G-F-E-D-C-E-/\ patt~rn aronn<l 
the center : :c ' ty11e l1ouse, r-ro . 325. 
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Hamilton Heights Historic District 

CONVElff AVENUE (Between 1·1est 14lst and 144th Streets) 

No. 311. This late RoBanesque Revival house of brick displays an 
interesting half-timbered effect execut ed in stone. All of the openings 
are square-headed. A shallow rectaneular bay extends through the second 
and third stories. The tor story windows are separated by brownstone columns 
with foliate capitals , creating a lo~['.ia effect. The dormer window of 
copper is crowned by a large triangular pediment and flanked by a curvilinear 
shoulder, all ornaEJ.ented in bas-relief. 

Tiie ' "A' ' type house, at Nos. 313 and 337, is basically late Ronanesque 
Revival, with a Dutch Revival stepped p;able. This stepped gable is pierced 
by a narrow, arched center windm.., flanked by small square \·Jindows treated as 
a unit. A restful effect is produced by the wide expanse of brick between 
two round-arched windows at the t hird story. The red brick facade is 
animated by the decorative roueh-faced brownstone at tho first story and 
by wide checkerboard bandcourses above and below the second story windows. 
An usual flat-arch double window ha.s a. tar>ercd colonnette at the nullion. 
Romanesque Revival foliate i~post blocks accentuate the parlor floor. 

The type 'B': f acade , at Nos. 315 and 335, is late R.onanesque Revival 
in style and displays an effective contrast between its wide, proj ectinr: 
three-sided bciy at the second story, supported on an ornate ly carved corbel, 
and its wide-arched, deeply recessed porch with openwork brick railinrr,. 
The pyranidal s able of slate, with COIJper edgings, is crowrn~d by a finial 
at the apex. A charnin,f'. feature of this roof is the ;'eyebrow" dorrier. 

The "C: j type f acade, at Ilos. 317 and 333 , Romanesque Revival at the 
first floor, is r eriiniscent of Flenish antecedents above, particularly at 
the gable. The first story triple window has arched units with stained 
glass above, set beneath a broad three-centered masonry arch. The contrast 
of brick and narrow brownstone bands at the second and third stories 
enlivens t his f acade. Flankinc the centra l windows , shallow piers rise 
up to support the pedi :nent of the ornat e <;able flanked by curved haunches 
and ba lls. 

Type " D;, , at Nos. 319 and 331, is of brownstone at the first story 
with brick above. A t\vo-story rectangular bay is the main feature of the 
f acade. Supported on foli ate corbe l blocks, this bay is desiGned with 
stonework at tile openinr,s keyed t o the brickwork. f\ lol'Tgia with a brick 
openwork balcony is supported by Ronanes<lue Revival cohn'<ns . The pyranidal 
roof is s imilar to that of Type '1B" and contrasts ef fectivcJ.y wi th- the 
loilgi a . I t indicat es cl e<1..rly the f reedor:i with which architects of the 
period coY.1bine<l diffarent archi t ectural elements. 
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Ilmnilton Lei ;~hts ltistoric District 

(Between ~est 14lst 144th Streets ) 

The s tepped gab le of the 'E type facade, at '.'Jos. 321 and 329, 
is sinilar to that of the ' ;/\. · ty;1e, but the rest of tlie facade diff'ers 
fron it. This further illustrates the ir,ree.t variety within this row . 
Here, tile brownstone firs t story is decorated \vith lar:3e foliate inpost 
blocks beneath the flat arches of the openincs, \vl1ile the upper stories 
are of brick Nith brmmstone trin . It displays P.m~anesque !1.evi val 
ornar::ent . lio. 321 is nmv the Elizabeth ;iayfield Nursery School. 

Type ··F . at ;Jos. 32.) and 327, is a fascinatinn; transl;:ition o-r
Tudor hal ,:_tinber into brick and stone. Tha narrm,1 bold -:Faced stone 
coursing interlocks hnndso:-:1ely with the snooth-fr.cec~, stepped voussoirs 
of the bccsencnt vJindow. The slenr.er brackets supportinz the thin~ 
story overllanc:;:, a feature r~~neatcd under the f'able, arc sii-1.ilar in 
-proportion and detcdl. Tile :~ abl-3 is rierced by a double window with 
a projectins lintel carried on brn.ckets. The sinplici ty and 
strai ghtfori.vard character of this ye llow brick facade is a refreshin;: 
eleExmt in the· row anrJ. contributes to the diversity found al oner, this 
side of the street. 

The ''·'.:;·' tyr1e ·' :io. 325, is the central house of the row. It differs 
in dcsi'.;n fron all the ot!1er !10uses, al though it is RonaneSC)Ue Rcvi val in 
style. It co0 1bines a variety of architectural elenents . The rect::m.•wlar 
b ay is curveJ 2.t the ends and supported by an ornately carved corbel. 
Above it is a balcony servin'.:; a wiJe arched win<low cnfraned by S:'!Ooth 
stone vousso.irs with a J::trr:e keystone. The small windoivs set into the 
stepped zuhl ~ an~ cc1Jaratecl uy colonncttes . 

~'.9_. 339, which tcri::1inates the blockfront, is an irnpressive u ansion . 
A picturesque, full-hei~ht corner tower r!asterfully ends this row o'
buil<lin23s and provides a welcor:e architectural feature, once echoed on 
both houses across the avenue. r:rmvned by a high conical slate roof, 
the tower is capped by an orna t e coriner crestinn- and cl.ccor::i.ted bv 
carved spandr , 1 panels beneath t he ;~cond story 'windm-:s. , 
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i'anil t on ~ ~eir:hts I~istoric District . 

COVFlT AVElflE (l~etHcen '.;est 14lst :J.nd l44th "-treet) 

EAST SIDE (No. 285-339) 

This house, which is of reel brick with brownstone trir.t is of late 
~O)T!anesque P.cvi v::il desi :.'.n anrl is enclosed. by a handsone 1vrouo:ht-iron fence. 
The entr ance. a01proached by an L--shariecl brownstone stoor, is on 144th ~trcet. 
The doorway is coupler! wit]1 ::i. window o-r. equal size, beneath a brownstone 
bandcourse- l:i.ntel whici1 conti nues arounc~ the house . Three enl!.a.'red colcnnettes 
Ni th sh2.rc<l 1rn.skct ca.pi tals sepa rate t he doorway and window, a 1:-otif which 
is reneatod at the two snall windows above . To the l Dft of t he door1vay, a 
three-si ded bay extends un three stories rmd cffecti vely balances t k; 
corner tmvc1·. ThTee bnndcd colunns divide the ton story windows. Above 
t}F~ bay rises a stey;pcd, Dutch-type (Tab l e :f-lankcc( by carved finials, ,,,ith 
a cerlt)~al arched window . The steep slate roof' has pedincnted corper dor ner 
windoHs and a hi ~h rca:r chir'.!"tey, \vi th its flues expressed in vertic<i.l brick 
,_,.1ork above a s~11all round -aTched wi nclo1·1 and a pa inted tcrra-cotta ;1laque . 

. /1 two- s tory r ear extension has s mall st.':'.ined gl.'.'.ss wirn1ows. The first 
story i·Jindous oF the ;·1:::i..nsion a l so hctve s t ained ~lass in t he t ransoris 
which, in true ! ~ff''•anesfi.ue Revi v0. l :'tanner, arc set above stone tr::.n1som 
bars . The ::r,rotr>in~ oF the windo•·1s in the t ower and bciy ~;.~ · :"tee ';:: ~,_..) crn-~'osi
t i o11 o<- the buihlin::;. which is one of t he finest exrnnplcs of its style 
survi vin·~ in the City. 

cwm:T A\frl !UE (Between '.re s t 14lst ancl. 1<'12nd St reets) 

1 ·1m~T SIDE (1.:0s. 280-29.'3 ) 

fl.1 thou?h these t en line s tone houses , ;i.rmroachcd by excc·ritiona lly high 
stoops , were a ll desi~ned by I'.enri r'ouchaux- and erected in 1399-1902 for 
E. ::>.nd II . ~~omL they r:,re <lifferentic:: tcd ~ro!'1 one anot her by v c>..rious features 
of t11.::ir facades . The houses are arran~cd in an A- '.; -C-D-E- E-D-C-P- .'\ patter n 
and are l avishly e171he llishcd with r caux- /\.rts style or narJent . 

IJos 7.80 and 7.98 . the X tyre ,. a:rc individun.li zcd hy t hree -story bays 
1·1hi ch ~-r e.: :-. '.> -] 1:.,- decorated with larr:e keystone s c..~1cl scrolle(l brackets. 
nn t he 111 l st ~~treet side o·f- !!o. /, .",() (Alul'1ni !:ouse) e l onr.:ated oculi flank 
t he handsone dOOT\'12.y and an elezant ar ched pedil'iC~~it i s exnressecl On the 
s econd story. The~ bu.ilclin7 is crowned by an elc~:lnt cornice, er:ibc llished 
with lions' hc::id s , carri ed on riodill ions above <lentils, and a +.inely orna
:n1ented frieze . 

The ' B ' type house , a t Nos. 282 anJ. 296. is distinnuished by the 
stone balcony at the s cconri story , 2.bove which is a ~l azed lon:Fi8 with 
engar:ed colunns set between the windows . These t wo house s , top;ether with 
Nos. 286 and 29 2, disr l ay unus ua l roof corni c e s featurin~ panels set 
between c1.royiped tri p: lyyihs wi th [lllttae . 

'!ne of the nos t ornate -Facades is tvne ' 'C11 at nos. 28tl and 294 . The 
windows of the first story are arched an~ · a l arge keystone acts as a 
scrol led bracket supportinr the b ase of the aedicule, or central nich0 , 
above . T 1·10 Ionic colrn1ms fl ank this niche, which is crmmed by a 
decorative arched pedir;ient . At the third story , t wo sets of paired win
dows are separ ated by a blind oculus, set a~ainst a f luted, paneled back
zround. The profusion of elaborate orna,..,.ent on these tNo fncades give 
then a nost luxurious quality, typica l of the Beaux-Arts style. 

The "D1 ' type facade at nos . 286 and 292 is p l ainer in over-all 
des i r;n. !'.ere the princiral feature is the s econd story curved bay ca rried 
on Passive scrolled brackets . Decorative bandcourses ~·Ji th Greek motifs 
er1bellish the base. A r,lazed 10~3zia with colurms s e t between the windows 
is the feature at the third story . 
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CO?NCi·JT AVEIJUI3 (Between 11est 14lst and 142nd. Streets ) 

In the center of this long row is the lavishly ornar.1ented "E11 type 
facade , iJos. 283 and 290. The first story tvindows have prominent key
stones. The second story is the focc.l point of the £acade and is r,iven 
special enphasis by the center window which is crowned by a triangular 
p0di1;,ent carried on large brackets. These two buildings are flanked by 
high chinneys; whose ribs extend down to the corbels set in the walls of 
the third story. 

No. 298 is entered froi:i the 142nd Street side. It is approached by 
an inpressive L-shaped stoop ornamented with stone spheres. Foliate cor
bels support the base of the pilasters carryinCT, an arched 11edinent at the 
second story. 

CONVENT AVEI'lUE (Beth'een '.'1est 142nd Street and 143r d Streets) 

!}EST SIDE (Nos. 302-310) 

(These t wo lari:;e apartnent houses which occu'.ly the blockfront are outside 
of the Hi storic District.) 

COlWHJT AVEViUE (Between 'lest 143rd and 144th Streets) 

'.'lEST ~IDE (ilos. 320- 336 ) 

These handsone residences, balancing those across the street, are 
extrmiely dignified. Eui lt in the early 1890s, they illustrate the individ
uality of expression which was so t ypi ca l of this period. The houses, like 
those across the avenue, are set well back fron the street. 

Nos. 320-323 . Boldly dor_1inating the corner of Convent Avenue nnd 
'.lest 143rd Street, No. 320 was erected in 1890 after the designs of Horace B. 
!fart.well . It is part of n row of five residences on the avenue built for 
Louise Marie Hartwell. This handsome house, which is o+ linestone at t he 
first story and yellow brick above , is basically late r..onanesque Revival . 
The raost striking feature is the full -hei~ht, curved corner bay with a 
conical slate roof , whi ch balances the tower at the 144th Street end of 
this blockfront. The entrance on 143rd Street is set behind a porch 
carried on raired colunns. To tho left , a shallow curved bay with ornate 
null ions and lea.de<l ~; lass w; ndmvs rises tr·JO stories. The bay is enfra11\ed 
by a bead -and-reel mo ldinp; ::nd is crO\med by a cornice set on console 
brackets. The roof darner windows at the roof are one of the nost notable 
features of. the house . The one 2bove the shallow bay is capped by a tri
angular pedinent and flanked by curvilinear shoulders, while the other 
dormers are nore simply flanked by !Jil asters with eleeant shell notif 
finials. The house has tall brick chinneys rising above the roof, once a 
feature of tha rest of the row. 

Considerab le variety nay be noted at nos . 322-323 , which have stone
faccd first stori e~ with brick above. Ap~roached by hi r:h strai~ht stone 
:;toop s with handsone carved newel posts, ifos. 322 and 326 are almost 
i dentical and are l ate Ror:1ancsque Revival. Characteristic of this style 
are the rough - faced basement walls, the shape of the 0!1eninzs and the 
ornamental carvings. The openings at the parlor floor, with flat brick 
arches, are unifi ed by horizontal stone transon bars and are supported by 
pilasters with "basket" capi tals. A corbeled sill at each house unifies the 
three second story windows which have delicately carved ir:tpost blocks. The 
shouldered brick gab le crownin?., the house is one of its !'lost char min.a, 

-23 ... 



Hamilton Heiehts Historic District 

COINEI.;T AVENUE (Between \'!est 143r d and 144th Streets) 

features , pierced by a round-arched window with an ornate drip-mold and a 
corbeled sill. The corbel-type leader boxes, at the base of the steeply 
pitched roof, provide a subtle note of interest. 

No. 324, the center house of the row is of liI'lestone with brick at 
the second floor only. Hore, the influence of the late nhase of the 
Romanesque Revival is especially a:rparent in the arched openings of the 
parlor floor and in the wide arch of the third story. This arch is en
frarned by snooth voussoirs contrasted with its elaborately carved spandrel 
panels and keystone. Directly below it, a shallow rectangular bay displays 
a band of siNilar carved ornament and is supported on ::longated curvilinear 
brackets. A double dormer in the steep hipped roof is flanked by pilasters 
and crowned by a gracefully curved ~ediment with a modified sea-shell ~otif. 

l·lo,. 323, the last house in this row, has a roof and darner window 
sinilar to those of No. 324, but the rest of the house is substantially 
different. A curved two-story bay terminates this flush-fronted row and 
repeats the curved bay and yellow brick of no . 320 . This bay is ornamented 
by elezant noldings which tie it to the rest of the facade . Stone pilasters 
with carved capitals flank the window directly above the doorw::i.y and the 
entire bay. The third story has thrne widely spaceJ arched windows ; those 
at each end are flanked by siT'lilar pilasters . Rough-faced basement walls, 
wing-walls of the stoop, round-arched windows, and the carved :pilaster 
capitals are all typically Romanesque Revival features . 

Nos. 330-336. This i ripressive row of Tudor style houses is ar;ain 
t erninated by a picturesque corner t ower. These wide brick houses were 
built by i~obert Dry in 1890-92 for l'!illiar.1 H. De Forest, Jr. They have 
rour;:h- faced baseEients and their brick facades have stone trim si:mulating 
half-ti nberin:::; . 

No . 330, paired with No . 332, h;;i.s a f ull-hei ght rectangular bay, 
while in contrast the bay at i.Jo . 332 is three-sided. Stain glass transoras 
"1ay be s een at the first story windows and doorways, surnounted by drip 
moldin~;s ;i_n-:~ enfrnnc(:t by n rope r~oldin::r, :' t ~'.o. 332. Fascinatin~ little 
dormer windows of copper are set in the steep slate roofs of both houses. 
At No . 332, a cluster of dormers ::tbove the three-sided bay is a particular
ly intriguin~ feature . 

ilo. 334 has a wider simpler facade . All of the windows are treat ed 
in groups of four. The enf raTiing stonework , set into the brick walls, again 
recalls the hal f-tinberinr, of nedi eval England and is here carried up into 
the wide gable. 

!lo . 336. This last house of the ro\v is given enphasis by its poly
gonal corner tower 2-nd s teep roof . It is of ran<lon ashlar at the first 
story and of brick with brownstone sinulatinf; half-timbering at the second 
and third stories. ihe entrance doorway on 144th E:.treet, Tudor in character, 
has a low arch and a transo:·1. Above it, a tier of fancifully designed 
windows is crowned by an ornate copper pedi nent. To the ri .rr,ht of t~rn 
doorwny is a three-sided, full-hei ght bay 111i th a steep roof and small 
pedimented darner of CO])J1er. The variety of windm·1 shapes, and their 
arranger:.ent, ad<ls great interest to this facaf:e . Seen fron dia[':onally 
across the street, this strikin;: ly picturesque house r;ivcs the appearance 
of a gr eat r:1ansion, balancing t he t wo across the street fr01Ti it. 
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co:wnlT AV13T·JUE U:etween 1!est 144th and 145th ~.treets) 

EAST SIDE (dos. 341 - 351) 

(Hos. 341-343, the Coll epe View Nursinrr Hone, is <lcscribed under 
Uo. 425 iiest 144th Street.) 

Nos. 345-349. These three late Romanesque Revival houses were designed 
by Adolph : :oak and erected in 1387-90 for Jacob D. Butler as :·;art of a row 
of five Hhich originally extended to the corner of 144th Street. They forr. 
an harnonious group with a variety of detail. At the c ;nti~r house the trfr-1 
and base are brownstone, while those of the flankine houses are linestone. 
All have U.;;ht-colored brick at the upper floors. Basenent entrances have 
been provided at the three houses-. 

No. 345 has a curve-ended bay at the second story with an elaborately 
carved corbel sup)Jortins it. The bay is crmmed by a balcony with nierced 
stone railing. Cehind it a wide arch of s~ooth stone with stepped voussoirs 
is keyed to the brickwork. The arch rests on ornately c2.rved inpost blocks. 
The Flemish style roof ::: able is pierced by paired windows separated by 
colonnettes in typical Ro;:ianesnue manner. 

The round-arched windows at the second story of !lo . 347 are similar to 
those at the third story of Ho. 349. The dorner of No. 347 has an arched 
central window, fl anked by snaller onGs , r eminiscent of t hose desir;ned by the 
sa1r:e architect in t he block to the south. The Jorrn.er at i'!o. 349, 1;1ore 
delicate in charv.cter than Nos. 345 and 34 7, is capped by a triangular 
brick pedinent with finial sui•rorted on ;~ ilasters. The two-story curved 
bay of this house has rr balcony 1vith t::. pierced stone balustrade sir.ilar to 
that of No. 345. The decorative detail of these houses exhibits some fine 
carved foli ate Ro:';anesque ornanent. 

~!?_. 35!_· The nee-Gothic Convent Avenue Baptist Church, built :i.n 
1397-99, was orir;inally the !Jashington Heights Baptist Church. The present 
con[;regation ;Joved into the church iii 1942 under the l eadership of the 
Rev. John "1 • Saunders. It was c1.esi13ned by the well-known architectural 
fir: of Lamb & Rich, r esponsible for r\any of t!1e fine residences and public 
buildin~r s in the City. The church is of lip,ht-colorcd, rour;h-faced randor:i 
ashlar masonry, executed with great care. In desi gn and nassing, the church 
nakes the Dost of its conspicuous corner site. 

A square bell tower, at the 145th Street intersection, has a small 
turret at each corner with crene llations between theP1 and nointed-arch windows 
\vith Flamboyant t r acery just below the tor at each side. flne of the con
spicuous f eatures of this tower is the <liarnond-patterned band.course of 
al ternatinr:; rough and snooth stones 1vhich also extends around the church 
above tlle entrance portals. These three se2T-1ental-arched portals, 
s eparated by buttresses , for:'.~ the main entrance on Convent Avenue and are 
surriounted by ogi val arches uith finials . A larr;e l1ointcd-arch window of 
stained 2lass, with tracery in the uprer half, Jominates this front facade 
above the portals. Three wide pointed-arch windmvs, beneath gables 
separated by carved water spouts, dominate the 14Sth Street facade of the 
church. The downward slore of the street toward St. Nicholas Avenue :.iakes 
possible the introduction of a small but handsome Gothic entrance rorch at 
the eastern end of t he church . 

WEST SIDE (as. 340-356) 

Nos. 340346. The corner mansion and later connecting buildinc, the 
vacant lot, and house at iJo. 346 were ori~inally the site of a row of four 
houses built in 1886-90 and were desi gned by the owner-architect 
11illiam Mowbray. Of the original row, one of the earliest in the District, 
only Hos. 340 and 346 re!!lain. The two adjoining residences, Nos. 340 and 342, 
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were purchased in 1917 by the Little ~isters of the /\ssur:ipti.on, 1..rho erected 
a new buildin~ dn the site of 1.1 0. 342 in 1922. In 1940 they purchased the 
a<ljoiniwr house, I!o . 344, whic!1 was denolisl~od a year later. Sinc0 1964, 
this property has been owned Ly the Grcrrtor Tabernacle naptist Church. 

;Jo . 340 , t he larr;e corner r:<ansicn. of brick, is om: of the nost inrosin,;; 
houses in the District. It has a corr:er tmver which once \vas crmvncd by a 
conic~l slate roof , similar to the one dia~onnlly across the street. A 
contrapuntal t hcwe is estub lishe(~ by the i!1ter relationsllir of the horizontal 
bandcourses above P.n<l bclo11 the wind.ows as tl1cy inte rlock with h andsone 
vertical ribs of brick which fl ank al i the window oi)oninn;s. ';~1-icsc features , 
and the rrrcat corner tower, are re:liniscent of French Rcn~tiss~nce ante cedants, 
and ::;i ve t his ,-,c:msion a ch::ff:it cr uni<"Iue in the i'.i storic District. The !'lain 
entrance doorwav is at i-lo. 151 '. est 144t h Street. It is arched and flanked 
by brackets whi~h support a c!ee;1 cornic·:; slal>. i\n L-sh<'-;1ed sto01:', si::dlar 
l:o the one across the street, approc:.chcs t his doorway. r,bov.c it, at the 
third story, a window is crowned by a trian~ul ar necli:rtcnt orna~·xmtcd 
with a fo liate desi ·m . A ;\_\ll -hei1,rht, tlirr::w-sided hay to the l e ft of the 
doorway ends in a <:able with double winc~ow. 1\ nothcr bay at the west end 
appears to be part of an addit ion . 

To the north of the ori ;3ina l ncnsion , aml connected \Ji th it, is a larr':e 
four-story ad<lition with :oansard roof desiGncd by P. F . Lro.r;an and erect ed 
for the Little :)ister s of the Assurlption in 1922 . It was dcsii;ned <'-5 a 
r:mch siMplified version of French Classice!.l archi tccturc . The b are brick 
walls are pierced by hi: h narrow windows Hi t h sn layo'l stone lintels and 
are crowned by 3 ;-.·;ansard rooc with arched copper dor ie r windows. The 
s tark sinplici ty of t hese w::ills :.~res ents ? .. strikin;_; contr.:ist to the 
ori r.; ina l :'ansion on : rest 14L!th Street . 

l~o. 346, adjoinin~ th~ vacant lot, is a three - story , nee-French 
Renaiss ance town house. It is the nort!1errn.1ost of the row of f our erected 
in 1886-90. The nost i nter0stinz fe ·>,ture of this fac:::.lo is t he full-liei~ht 
curved h c:y which is crowned by ::i. conical s late roof' with a cop;·,er f inial. 
The windows of the bay arc flm1k l.!J by verticQl brick ribs intcrsectinf the 
bandcours0s nt the sills and above th r.: linte ls , as ::ct the corner nansion . 
The stec;1 sl ~n:e roof, to the l eft of the tower-like b ny, is terr;;ina t ed by a 
stepped brick end-wal l. 

ilos. 34G-356. This row of fivo sinilar b rmvnstone houses , be~un in 
1289, fon.s an ,-:i.ttractive ensemble. A re_??etitivc rhytlE~ is cr0at -:d by their 
two-story bays supported on c arved brackets at t he to? floors. Three 
stories hieh , they arc a:-inroached by h i c~h strni :~ht stoops with newel posts 
ornnnent cd by wreaths. Tho bas enents are o f rou<~h-f:icod s tone which r e 
appears in narrow bandcourscs at the top stories , in contr::ist to t he other
wi se s r:10otli facades . T;ic doorways :md. parlor floor win<lm;s are cmfrat'.ed 
by narrow :foliate nolctin '.,'S . Cn.rvcd 1=oliato yianels and e l aborat e bandcourses 
decorate t lte facades 2.E J gi vc~ the houses an Italian Ilcn;iissance character. 
Tl1.e elaborate classica l roof' cornices, supported on console brackets, have 
friezes wit;1 swngs and 1:1ren.ths and fo llo\> the profile of t he bays beneath 
the"I . The 14Sth Street fac:::.Jc of the end house, l'io. 356 , is oc bric\ and 
is ornar:~nted by a brownstone pane l with <'- fo li at e orn<'..nent . 

ilo . 354 , or!1osi t c the Convent Avenue Laptist Church , is occupie(l by 
the lh ptist E<lucational Center, one of the nost i nportant educational and 
coTTJnuni ty developnent institutions in the City. Its \•1ork is knoi..rn throue:h
out the country. 
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i·l/'J1ILTJIJ TI.Y,RACE ( Between 14lst and 144th ~Jtreets) 

This lon rr slopine street, closed at both ends, for1'.ls a chars ing enclave 
within the ilistoric;: District. The vista looking south is do:1inated by the 
1;iassive Gothic-style tower of City College risinr; above the grassy slope and 
tree tops of St. Uici1olas Par k . The street is lined on both sides by long 
rows of houses which dis p l ~y an interesting variety of colors, textures, and 
architectur~l styles. Des;:iite this v ariety, there are certain unifying 
elenents incluJ.ii-1;. roo-'- con~.ic8 s .J.~1d t '.10 retention of riost stoo:is. The 
gables an<l cornices reflect the rising slope of the str•.)Ct toward 144th 
Street. i 'own ;-.ous c s on t lw e ast sLl•;) a re cnfrailed at e n.ch end by low 
a:iart;·,cnt iwuses, thos e at t'. -. ~ norti1 b e inn: out s ide o{' the ; istoric District. 
r·!n the 1ve s t si .i -3 . t;H} southe r ·; , enc~ is r'oninateil by the hL~ll a.;-~ sc of 
St. Luke: s CilUrch . and t h ') ;,orth enci by an L ·«1osin;r tmm ;10use with ' ·' ~nsard 

roo :: . Yo t.m .' ~ trees , f lowe r L~oxcs am.; shrubs SU-:)'"J ly a not~ of ;reencrv. 

;:::x=r S i lJ;2 ( OS. 1-51) 

C~'L c cor.1er hoLs e c .~c scrib(xl --~nder : :o. 423 · 'est l ·( lst <::trect, is 
arcltit..::ctl.!r ::i lly t ;1e Eirst hous e of t he ;:i.d. joL:i n·- row on '. ·aT'• ilton J:'e rrace.) 

::os. 1 - 11. ·1;1ese t ;: r .::0 -- sto:;:-y brick ;~o '.l5 8 S <1)"';~ ror1dL~1..: by low st00}"1S 
were Lui fCl11- 1395 for .\ lic0 ;h.vies :u:d .::esi e:_1;e.J ~y ·'.nr.:r8w '.:mence. Th ey 
achieve variety by t he i u troducti:m o'- s! -.e ct- r•et ~ l b ;:i ys whicii exteml throu:-)1 
the seCO•ii.~ :m .l third strJrics rrt al ternatin '~ houses. '~'1 1cs e houses ~re <i 

fine e xpression of v ern ri..cul ci.r ~ > ricklwri<, ty·1ic:-:l o ·~ th 2.t us ec'. fro ;-! tho 
n ic1-1 9th cent u ry om1an:. . '1'll is · 'ctY be s e en i r>. s e.,., cntal a.relies \·~it:, brick 
J.ri r -::·ol •.!. s a t tl-1·:0 t hird story 1;i;-ll1.ows. in th0 horizontal ·soldier 
bandco•1rs c s , s e rvin·-:-: '1.S fr:-,,osts f or t he arc;1es au.:~ lint ~ ls ,, f tli 8 first 
and second story wi1hioi·1s . an: ' i n t :1e lou r; pan·::ls l_; .~t1·1c ea tiie first m~d 
s0cond floors whc~re :-ilt«~ rnatin :.' ;1eaC.:crs h1:ve l; ecn ·• :.1ll::~d to create a 
t~xtura l cc;: tr:,st. '-..iJ OV2 ti~ -:; b ro ,'.'..' S<~ r, ·0nt a l - :lrchec] ~vinilO\•I S, at ti1c first 
floors of al "'.:.ernat c '. :. ou s e s , ri s e t he sJy~ct --: :.0t 0l ii ays. T;10 classical 
decoration a .(-' t !:·.::se b <'.ys A.fo' o r t l:e roof cornic•3 S sl10,vs th~ infl uenc0 of 
tlw c;__;rnmtly po:1ular '--l.een :\;;nc styl e , not'.'_b ly i n the swr:. \~ S and sunbursts. 
i.: ler:ents Fro::; t :w oL.ier neo- ':::rcc ~; ty le ar.yic <l i~ i;~ t;1e door enfra~'er,ents and 
the cn<l brack ::ts o :r- th•: roof cornices. :!os. 7 and 11 r~tain tl10ir hand
so: ,.::: UOUblc doors Hitl1 arcll :x~ r~ lazeci 1·ane ls a nd ori 'in~l hardt·W.r •~. /1.ll in 
all, tk~s e r c l::i.tivcly '.O ·~l cst houses d isp lay D. consi\lorablc we~c ltli of 
de t l'.i 1. 

: :c . 19 · .;o. 19 Th'.~ Ivey Je l nh \-;•art: '.:Jnt s. v:ns built in 194.'3-51 
ar.:.~ c.:.e-sT ,·1:c·l'. by Vei tner 'i.'::i11f1v. I t is rt si x -story, yelloiv b rick huildin r; 
with st ·3 d case\:ents Ec aturi11 · •.:i G.e concre t e balconi c s :lbove the central 
Clltr~.nce , w1 iiCil i s fl ~nkc,_i l.Jy roovec_ r1as onry \ :ifi l ls. 

:os . 21- 37. 'i'ilis h&n,:so! 'J ro1v o{ nine yi:.: l low brick ho--.1scs with 
li t,ostm~--:-fTrst storit:~ s ) :1;i:~ro ach8<l by low stooj'S, • ·: ~s insp ired by the 
It a li::m r:e1wissan ce. ;)esi '.T:tC•, bv ~o:Y:rt .~c~ llv in association 1dth 
~il li:1r: ::·tron , t h e arcilitc~t- 01vn~r . t he row '"~ s erected in 1897-98. 

/\t :,os . 21-2 '); t ;ie ·::'ac ctc:'.es a lte r nat e be tween s1v~~ ll-ani:i ~lush-fronts, 

Hi t:1 t :ie s o-.1t'.1ern\:1ost house , , :o . 21, ~ ~ aI~ i w~ t'.1c trans ition to the advanced 
buiLtins- line of the adjoinin :~ a1:::J.rtnonts by :·ieans of a full-he ic;ht curved 
bay. The :.iost sn.lient -f,_)aturos inclw.ic : t h e elc •'.ant t c rr:i-cott::i 11indow 
enfrffi 1cncnts at ~1c s e cond storie s . cRrricrl on ornate nilastc rs and crowned 
wit!1 orchc (~ ;1e J.i :»ents the blind ~'.'J.ll;:i.dian-type i; irn ; m~s at the t:iir.J 
stories o f t ho f lush- Frontc,l houses : ~}1e :-; arlan'-~. od halustracles above the 
s ·.ve ll-:fron t b?.ys the escutc11eons 1.J e tween the third story windows, and tlie 
continu.ous rr>0f cornice cPrrie d on console brackets above a ricll array of 
:·'.oliJin --:s. 'i'~ie 1.i olc~ orna' .ent of' the corbels of the secor:.d floor window 
balconies at ;';os. 23 and ::n :;irovi des ,;. strilcinr contrast to t he s i-.ooth 
a shl a r walls benea th t h er' . 

-27-



Earnilton : ei ;;hts '..istoric District 

-ss·· 

HNHLTTi TEP.RJ\CE ( I'etHocn 14lst 0.nd 144t:h Streets ) 

' . ..... f 

>Jos. 31-'37 · ·are very sinilar in d.etail an(J ch~iracter to the .adjoinin~ 
row to the south, and \'/er:;: erected ;tt · ·the sane ti::ie. ':these four houses are 
a~·,,roached by hi ;:.h stoops. . i)otable differences are ~ t :ie narrow curved 
bays only one \dnuow wide · th~ tcrra-cotta nanels with swa.r.:s s e t above .the 
top story windows ; and the keyec door. and wind enfr::1x~e:1ents with egg-and
dart no l~in~s at the rarlor £loors. 

:Jos. 30-49. These six neo- Italicm ~lcnaissance town houses, of buff
colorcd brick, . have low sto0:;>s a nd are .:Pour stories llL:::1. They 1vere erected in 
1398-99· for the sar·1e owner and by the s ~ve arc:1i tccts 111ho <lesif!:nccl 
nos . 21-37 . . The houses h;We an al ternatin:: pattern _o-F 5'"•:11-front bays 
cont·rast(~d with flush fronts. ","[-1c swe ll--Front hays·-:·are crowned with 
balustr8.des, and. the first floors are rusticated . ..rni;:~ thin: story windm~s 
of the flush-fronted . houses have handso:"\o·, b1in~l ,Hallc..:Uan-tyr>e \•indows 
separated by by tllree-n,uarter: en•T:::;.~ed col~umns with, Ionic capitals. 
Beneath tlle;,1 the 1vinclm1s, en±::ra:~:ed by T1oldinr;_s al ter.nating with keyed 
blocks-, ar.e surr ·ounted by ~-·rofi l ed cornices · tl1at are carried on console 
brackets. - The tor' floor windo1-Js of t hese houses are horizontally unified 
by .their "eared· enfranene1~ts , tied tor,r~tlwr by ne:::ms of S\'Ja~r, s anc.l band
courses at sill anJ hcs.d lciv0ls. E!!')hasizin·" these windows arc the large 
rianeled cartouchcs set above the,,.,_, Th 3 projecti;-i_;; roof cornices are cnr
ried, on · foliate console bra:ckets above e~f:'. ·- and-dart, leaf-and-ton.'3ue 

· r!b l'di·nc s , sei)aratc<l by d0nt:ils anJ carefully profiled a t tlte ends. 

:lo. 51. This house is brourrh t forward to nc;~t the buil<ling line of the 
. apart;·\enthouses outside of the r ;istoric District, to the north. It was 
bui 1 t in, .1909 for , Yror;:;C' Backer ;ind desi ";neJ. by Sc!} wart z ft_ Gross. Ap
proached by a low ~toop. it. :·u:1s ;:i._, ·:ttone por<;h. with. colu~·ms and ni lastei:s 
surnounte<l by a wrou7ht-ir~n p:i.ilina;. The i-iall-s ) are of Crtg lishbdnd-- -' -! · 
briclrnork , in contras t to tlie .wlli te stone tri"r art .. :• lintel·s· . :. 'fhe 1Ito.4s~.~is 
basically neo-Fe<leral in style, with <.~eorr,ian s~lfiyed \vindow~ lintels- .~n<l 
keystones at the seconr::: s tories . The roof c'Orniee~ c;'.l..rried "on 6o<±illions, 
is sur;r,ot.:nted by a lmv tile roof . · · 1 ; " - ·: · ·· 

.. ,;,,_::.,. :,.. ._ 

. .... . ·.' .; .· ·· '· • : i . . · 

··~· . 

SIDE (lJos. ,{.:12) 

. , ... ... ' 

.. ~ ;·) . · ~· : F --~·; . .i _:\ 

'·· · ... 

L~-~ . . ,., ~ ..... 

(St. Luke 1 s Church, described uwler · ~·:o. 285- Convent 1\venue, .bcd1pies 
t 11e corner site. ha:-1i lton Gran;:c, des crilJccl unCJef 'iJo. ' ' 281 Convent Avenue , 
r"ay D.lso be s een across the rear ,lot ad jri.cent to :lo; 4 !-far~ilton Ternlcc.) 

'.·fos. 4! _-3f). This lonr r ow or- -Fourtc.:m tmm houses, desi~ned by 
!levinc i} . J:a:_;ie and erected in 1093 for the <levelop•3r Gustavus L. Lawrence, 
.e:x:hibi ts m1 inter~stin · vnri ety of cl1ssicnl and picturesque styl es. 
-Syrnmetrica:l l y conposed , t :1e ~rou;-J i s t er nina.tecl at each end by gabled 
hous es . The l1ouses of tl1is entire row are of lines tone at the first floor 
wi'th brick above , except fo r the :tll- lines tone izacades at Nos. 10 , 12, 18, 
and 20 . _ The• t hr ee houses ett e ach end o+· the rot.'/ are ?..p;)roached by 
L-:shal1C(l stoops with tieroc win;.:- -tvalls . The residences ar e r,rouried in 

' - pairs, with identical er,d houses. The six gab l ed houses arc transitional, 
•wi t;L the top story ancl s-able i{ommesque Revival and the lower f loors 
' c'las'si cal' thus rclatin~ the: t to the ~11-linestone ) ~en:>.iss ance-styl e houses 
between then and the 1100 - Geor;:: i;m brick and li::10stone residences . 

Each of the end 110us c:s , ilos . 4 and 30,. 1ias a s teen 1?;2.b 1 e with hands one 
corbc'led and stepped brickwork followin~ the line o:f the co~'in['. . An oval 

- ran.el in the g,~ble sur r:iounts throe arched Windows with foli ate keystone s 
and 'ColuP:llS 'between then , restin!~ on H continuous .curvilinear sill SUJ1pOrted 
on c :irt ouches . The upper sash .of thes e windows, with a muntinecL oor-der' 
reflects the arches . At the s econd story , the t h r ee windows with cornnon 
enfra:::ff1ent .. r est on a si 11 with Greek fret 1:1oti f, a lso supporte<l on car-
t ouche s . A si::;~ le enfrar::ed door way provides c>. dicni fied entrance. 
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HAHILTO?,i TERRACE (Se tueen 14lst afa! 144th Streets) 

:ros. 14, 16, 22, 2.nr! 24 arc very sL:il1>.r in desipn to these two end 
houses. At th es : houses , hm-.rcver, t:,~ stoops arc strai ·:ht ar..:1 the doorways 
arc flanked by foliate console brackets which support cornice- slabs. The 
broad -first story windo~.,s and the connon enfranenent of: the three windows 
above are · ·eared. ' An unusual Feature of the tripl e window at the second 
story is the staincc~ :i lass , h2l f -liei)1t center idndow, 1Jith foliate ornanent 
aad a ~anel beneath it. The ~relied windows of the third floor rest ur'on 
rectilinear sills. 

!·.noti1er type o:f brick fo.cadc , seen at : :os. 6 , 3, 26 and 28, with 
horizontal roof cornice , is basically neo-Geor7ian in character. i!en~ the 
paireJ doorways are treated 2s one unit , with Ionic colurms sup:::-iortin~ t he 
entablaturG. The paired stoops are bacl~-to-b n.ck and h1.ve panel.c:d neHcl 
posts. me of tile :·:ore elc~ant .r-c<itures of t l1ese -f-our builclin.::s is the 
blind P2.lladiun window at the second story : two colu:·ms with Ionic ca~i ta ls 
seriarate the t.hree windows ~:md sup31ort t he entab l ature 1~hich has a ston.; 
tynr1anui:t decorated with bas-· r e lief ornanent. The third story Hindows h2.ve 
s~laycd lintels with encl blocks and co:rvod koystonc!S, benc ri.th a classical 
cornice su:-iporte<l on console brackets. 

The ti1irci tyne of :<:'acaJe , at !Tos. 10 and 12, l '.i m1d 20, is o r- linestone, 
full-hci r_:;ht, and It a lian Rena issance in inspir::tion . T:1c doorway is flanked 
by fluted Ionic colu ·ms suppor-::in.~' an entr.bl:ituro orna~·.ented by a rcct
anrul 8.r rane l flcmked by foli J.te d::;si;'n . The ,,1indo1·Js of the second and 
third stor i es share a co;-inon enfr'."..n·eJ"'lent and are se:parrctc.:l by carved 
spandrel pane ls with swa:3s . A s l enJer , t wo-story pil:1ster between the 
windows provides an ornate c'.·~corati v c rwti f 1-t •'id-hein:ht . '1'he s;rnet-:'1etal 
roof cornice , carri ed on consol e b r ackets, 1rns a f rieze 1-1ith swa'.':s and end 
cartouches. 

;-Ios. 32-38 . Thi s row of four Ror~an brick !1ous e s Nas erected in 
1897 -93 and de_s_izned by L\mry Anderson for Sustavus L. Lawrence. The two 
encl buildincs , dos . 32 nnd 33 .• are of ye llm:1 brick, w}1ile the paired 
cent er hous·~s arc of s rcy brick and s hare back-to-tack L-shaped stoops . 
'•ne of t he end houses still :retains its stra i 3ht stoop. T:1e hous e s sha re 
co~:Pon first story features, includin~.,. n narroN, continuous , Foliat e: stone 
cornice Hr.kin:~ the lintels of th'~ doors and 1vindo1vs anJ keyed stonework at 
t ~·, .3 doorways . C;·mming t he w:.>.11 between openin~;s, a c a rved bandcoursc is 
expressed as c a;1i t als at t;ie doorways, an:.'. is r cpc '1te<l ::it t he s e cond story 
of the jl<lired hous2s beneath o.. stilt ~- n the windo\v •mfrar'1C"l·:mts . The top 
story windows of the e!,d. hous<..:s o.re ornar·.,~nted by splaveil li!1te ls wi th 
wide do11b l e keystones. These end houses h ave quoins. !',t t he c entral 
p2.ired houses, Los . 34 and 3G, keyed stonework ;irp-:;:i:rs at the s econd story 
l'Jin<lows an'3 th(; third story is enli 11ened by arc:1ed opcnin? S with broa<l 
enfr<lrne:uents c apped by drhi-nolds r es tin.·:r on orn"ce corbel blocks. r3old 
<louble keystones crown these uindm-Js . The i!1.clividt~rt l sh.::;et-n:e t a l roof 
cornices , c :c.rried on consol e br:1ckets, d is2:i l .:ty ornate friezes which, 
to~ether \vith other de-t ::i ils , s :-101.1 Rcn:cic::-;aocc influence. 

i·;os. 40-60 . The eleven browns t op.;! and li:-:ies tone residences of this 
di;:ni f ied r ow i:Jcre clesi n:ne<l by :.·em:i Fouche nux and e rected in 1897-98 for 
lJ. ·; : . Lake . 'Ihcy forri an J\-0-C-J-/\- D-A-D-C- '.3 -!\ pattern and arc ty~ica l 
o f the eel ectic -;:ie riorl ,. <lispl2yin' c l assica l, RenaissQ.nce , arH\ even 
lin;Y,erinr; t Taccs of the f~o1"anesoJe Revival s tyle. :.2ach house is ['.::i

proac1wrl by an a s yni:etriccc i stnor with a stra i i:;ht 11injj-wall and Hoi•anesque 
;te\·Jel post at t:ie ri[~ht , cor,tp~ePented by a wing-wall curving to the left, 
whicll enbrn.ces t he rou?ll -fa~ed stone 'lr eaway. These houses are crowned 
by indi vidunl sheet - :, 1etal ..:or nices , carried on consol e brackets, above an 
eg::-and-dart l'~oldin~, wi til dentils and swa;-.r:ed and r:arl '"'.nJed classical 
friezes. 
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I-IAivlILTON TERRACE (2etween Hlst c.w.l 144th Streets) 

The · i\ ·. type facade, at Iios . 40, 48, 52, and 60, has ~ curved second 
story bay crowned by a <lentiled cornicB and supported by a convex corbel 
with two lar::;e foliate ornm>ents benea.th the en;::,arr,ed colunns which separate 
the windows. 

The " J ' fac:::.de, at I·Jos. 42, 50, and 53, has a rusticated first story 
with the rustication ex;;ressinf( the lines of the splayed .flat arches. 
Above, a blind Palladian-type window has Ionic pilasters and is enbellished 
with a \vrcath in the ty: ~})!mun, l'Jhich is crowned by a foliate keystone. 
The individually enfrarac..:l thir-'.l story windows siiare a con~non si 11 and 
fluted entablature ~bovc. Projectinp, narrow stone bands extend across the 
facade at the upper stories. 

The :ic type of facade r,·-: Iios . 44 and SG is sinilar to t he "An type. 
The bay, however, is three-sided with pilasters insteaJ o .C: colu::-ins, th~ 

first floor openings are set in s;.ooth ashlar n.:isonry without enframenent, 
and the three windows of the top floor, with cor.inon :·earedi· enfrancment, 
have free-stanclinG colunns between the windm\s, rivin:~ the effect of a 
lor,gia. 

The ; iJ' ' facade, at :Jos. 4G and 54, is t;1e sinplest in design. The first 
story openin~s are flanked by wide pilasters, which surrort the cntablatur0 
ornar:-;ented with classical-styl e wreaths and ribbons. The arched third 
story windows have wide moldin::s ::!nd a hi~~h keystone over the centra l win
dow . The bandin2 of the wall re;_1eats the thenc of the " L' ' t)'T1e house at 
the up11er floors. ·· 

No . 62 . This limestone house was erected for Louis C. H~in in 
1901-02 after the desis ns of ~:<l.~ar 3ourne. Tl1e -projecting, full-hei13ht 
curved bay is the most striking feature of the facade. The ;'.1ost elaborate 
decoration is concentrated at the first story, 1-;hero the windows with 
stn.ineC. glass transo'.ls and the doorway are cro1vned by festooned ~)anels and 
a fluted bandcoursc. The stone hood over the doorwny, carried on horizontal 
console brackets, also displays thJ grooved ornanent, as do the lintels of 
the s econd story windows. J\ bold classical cornice follows t he curve of 
the three-story bay. The stoop is of the s;me desi p:n as those of the 
earlier row to the south. 

No. 72. 
Henry '.'lheelcr 
144th Street . 
mansard roo£' . 

This handsonc hous e, des i 2ned by ~eville & Baq~e. was built 
Powell in 1897 n.s part of the row around the corner on 
It coTibines Italian Ren.:ii ssance features with a French 
Constructed of ?onan brick above a rusticated liFtestone 

by 

base, the L.1pressive entrance to the house is on Po.:-:ilton 'Terrace . The 
projection o:': the entrance bay, crmme<l by a bnlcony with wrought-iron railing 
and paneh~d corner posts servin'.'_'. a pe(linented ccntr<'-1 window, is repeated 
in the fl ankin~ , three-story, three-sided bays. Terr'.l cotta is used as 
an accent at the upper floors, in the quoins, the delicately detailed 
window enframenents . the bandcourse above the rusticated base ~nd the 
escutcheons set in the bays. A nansard roof with ornate dorr'lers and iron 
cresting--the r.iost notable fer~ture of this r esidence--crowns the roof 
cornice. 
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ST. NICHOLAS AVENUE (Bet ween 14lst and 142nd Streets) 

WEST SIDE ONLY (ilorthwest corn.Jr of 14lst Street and St. Nicl1olas Avenue) 

The neo-Gothic structure of St . .Janes Presbyterian Church was built in 
1904 after the designs of Lud low & Valentine, and was originally called the 
Lenox Presbyterian Church. Th e building is of a crem:1-colored brick and 
create s a picturesque image i·1hen viewed frorn St. I'iicholas Avenue . A bell 
tower, alnost twice the he ight o:f the church, doninates the corner with 
its polygonal spire crowned by a stone finial. The upper portion of this 
tower is of !iraestona and has G. very stronf'. Gothic fee l in;~. The ~ointed
arcl1 windows of the tower, which all ori '.?;inally had o-:ienwork gubles above 
then, are f lanked by slender corner turrets capped by stone finials. The 
li~~htness of these for ns, enphasized by their finely-sc::iled proportions, 
creates an interest in~ Got:lic co:-1'!1osi ti on. 

The :~' ain entrance is at the base of the tmver on St. ilicholas Avenue, 
but is knmm as 409 1iest 14!st Street. It is approached by a sweepinr; 
T-shaped stoop. The doorway is handso?J~ely enFraned by ci.n o r,ce arch crowned 
by a large finial . The wood door of the church also has snall arches at 
the transo:.: . This d0orway an<l the three lancet windows above ar c flanked 
by buttresses. This sane desi 2n rear:rears on the northern entrance which 
h as a low, octa.\Zonal turret next to it , izi vins; the church an asymmetrical 
appearance. The apse of the church is articulated by three larBe or:ee-arch 
window units. These stained zlass windows have a tracery pattern, typical 
of the late Gothic styfo. The O!:,:i val !1'\oldinr;s above the window act as drip 
noldin~~s, and l ars e stone finials crown ench o f the windows . 

St . Ja:·:es Co::Puni ty i;ouse, now t he i!arlen ~~chool of the Arts, a(ljoins 
the church to the north. 

The wall of t he church, extending along the hill on 14lst Street 
(ilos. 409-4ll), is -pierced by a series of I'°inted-arch windows se'!1arated by 
buttresses. The top of t his wall has a stone copin~ with stone panels s et 
above each butt ress . /\.t t he western end of t his facade, a pointed - arch 
doorway, paired .\.vi th a window, provide s access to the church. Set between 
t11en is one of the most ele,'.~ant features of the building--a sheet-1:1etal 
orie l with four s_tained r; lass 1vindows supported by a corbel. This particular 
s ection of the church is quite s1nal1 in scale and contrasts with the i-,ore 
!.tonm-:ental charac ter o f the rest of the buildini:r, . 

The decorative detai l of the facade, and the intricacy of certain aspects 
of the J.esign, create an ovcr3.ll effect of well-inte;:;rated and restrained 
eler:ance. The entire cimrch is separated fron the street by n hanclsori.c 
wrought-iron railin~ . 
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r)n the basis of' a ca.re'-ul consideration of the history, the architecture 
and otl1cr f e atures of tl;is area, the Landr-.arks '.-'reservation Conmission finds 
tb1t th•:! . anilton . eir_'.l1ts ,.istoric District contains buildin?s and other 
inprove~·ents >ii.1ici1 have a special ciw.r act0r and s 1~ccial hi storica l and 
ae~tit<.:tic i1;terc st aaJ valu~ anc.l which renrescnt one or nore r)eriods or 
styles oi- architecture typical of one or ~·•ore eras ii1 the history of 
New York City aad \'1hich c aus e t his area , by reason of ti1esc factors, to 
constitute a distinct section of t he City. 

'I'I1e Conr.1ission Fin<':s t1rnt , a! •on~ its i nrortant ouali tics, tr•'" ,'.ani 1 ton 
i ei '.rh ts cistori c Uistrict is a quiet :'")Si 'entiP..l co--:~ '.u;:i t)' H1iic1:. 1:ns 1 :!.r:;.-:;ly 
developed betw.:en 18:J6 r:i.rnl 1906 v i th on ly a foH l ater ln:i l d i wrs, that it 
retains 1.:uch of i ts ti.n-n -of-the-c011tury ati~ospi1ere, fr.at because of its 
unusual street p att0r:1 t l-ie i : :riression is t hat of a ;>r otected enclave--a 
s e l Lcontainccl entity Hi thin tho l ar ·~er fob ric of" t~10 City- -th:it the sunny 
tr'2e -lined streets, 1vith ro\\'s of 101·1- lyin? hous es set behinri r<li sed f ront 
yar,ls v_chi evc: a di pd tv urn.~sual in an urb .'.m cnvirorn:1ent , that t he lon ;~ 
rows of three - and four -story yn~i vate houses ancl the l ow-rise apart~1cnt 
:wuses ~;i ve architectural coher ence to the s t reetsc::ipe, that t he 
architecture is re~resentative of the popul ar s t yl es of the neriod--
t he i(o'·'9.l<esque . ')ueen Anne, lJutcJ-1 anci Fle;•iisll )~evi vals, t he French 
~~:maissance :.tode anu the nco-classica l trend 1·1hich swept the country after 
the Chica'.~O · rorld 1 s Fair of 1VJ3, o.s wel 1 as the neo-Gcorr~ian anc~ 
neo-Federa.l styles of the early 20th century- -·that t lrn District was, and 
still i s t oJay, a soli rl co'1F.uni ty due to the nature of its street rattern, 
i ts fine ar chitecture and exceptiona l nei .d1borl10ocl spirit. 

/\ccordin ;:; ly j pursuaut to the n rovisiOI!S of Chapter 63 o f the Clw.rter of 
the City of i·iew York all•~. Ch::i.pter 3:..J\ of the .\dr:;inistrati ve Code oF t;ie 
City of ·!eh' 'for}~ , tile Land1::arks '.r.)S 3rv<:.tion Co ' :ission ~esi ;::-. ates ::s ::-~n 
l'.istoric District the ~:a: .. ,i 1 ton I:ei~hts dstoric District , Lorour.h of 
: 'Ianhattan, conta i nin;::: 

'-:h:::l property bounded uy the northern rro-rcrty lines of 475 
t ·ffo 1_1 ~h 452: ·'est 144th ~tre'.:t, t h e He s tern -~ro~~erty li r1es of' 348 throur,h 
356 Convent 1\venue , ( \~st 14St l1 ~treet , tile ·eastern property line 
of 351 Convent Avenue, part of t he northern nroperty line of 
425 · rest 144th Str eet, t he northern -prorcerty lines of 
423 throu·.-h 413 qest 144th Street, tl1e eastern ~-'rorerty line of 
41.> · ;est 144th Street, i a:·1i lton Terrace, the northern , eastern , 
ancl part of tl1e south(ffn property lines of 51 ><~1: •i l ton Terrace, 
the eastern property li:ws of 49 throu:;l; 39 ; ~anil ton Terrace, 
y:art of the southe r n r ronerty line o'- 39 i '.amil ton Terr<::.ce, t he 
eas tern property lines of 37 throu:~h ~)3 r:af'il ton Terrace, ~art 
or the northern , tlw eastern .. and T)art of t he southern pronerty 
lines of 31 Lrn1il ton Tern.cc ·, the eastern pronerty lines o f 
29 throuzh 21 i:ani l ton Terrace, parts of" the succ~ssive northern 
and eastern property lines o-f 19-13 Lanilton Tcrr ::ice, the 
northern ynoperty line of 409 : rest 14lst Street, ;:t. I:icholas 
/\venue : ~Jest 14 l st Street ' the eas t erE rrorerty line of 
452 fest 14lst Street , the eas t ern property line of 
453 '.;est 140tll Street , '!est 140th Street. t;1e western Pronerty 
line 01- 475 '. 1est 140t:1 Street, part of the southern, ai1d the 
\vestcrn property line s of 474 ·iest 14lst Street, '. '!est 14lst :=tree t , 
t he western property line of 4 7S · 1est 14 lst .Street ; part of the 
southern ,. anJ the western property lines of 476 l!est 142nd Street, 
'iest 142nd ~treet, Convent Avenue, t he northern property line of 
287 Convent /.venue , the western proyierty lines of 4 throur~h 36 
Iianilton Terrace , part of. the western property line of 38 Hami lton 
Terrace, t he southern property line of 311 Convent Avenue, Convent 
Avenue , '. 'est 143rd ~~treet, the western nroT)erty line of 4 75 ':es t 
143rc! Street, t he \>Jes tern nro11ertv line' o/ 4 74 ' 1est 144th St reet 
11es t H4th f:treet, and the wcst~T~ pro-pcrty line of 475 !'fest 144~h 
Street . 
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