




















17. A public discussion of abuses of apartment hotels, especially cooking in the "serving pantries" by residents led to 
the abolition of this category of buildings with the Multiple Dwellings Law of 1929. 

18. There is much information available about this building, including a chapter in Ruttenbaum' s book on Emery Roth 
(see above) and a descriptive article by Roth himself, "The Ritz Tower, New York," Buildings and Building 
Management 26 (June 21, 1926), 47-53 . 

19. While most sources simply state the connection with the Ritz-Carlton Company, in his account of the building 
Emery Roth explains that they did not do it all. "This arrangement places the Ritz Tower cuisine under the 
immediate direction of Albert H. Keller, of the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, while the general management and operation 
is under the supervision of Duncan G. Harris, vice president of Brown Wheelock: Harris, Vought & Co., Inc. Roth, 
"The Ritz Tower, New York," 48 . 

20. Roth, 48. 

21. "Ritz Tower Gives Dinner," The New York Times (10116/1926), 47. 

22. W. Parker Chase, New York: The Wonder City (New York: Wonder City Publishing Co., 1931), 135. 

23. Fiske Kimball, 'The Family Tree of the Skyscraper," The Forum 79 (March,1928), 403. 

24. "World's Tallest Hotel is Nearing Completion," Real Estate Record & Guide 117 (May 1, 1926), 11. 

25. Information on Ritz Tower tenants comes from numerous sources, including: telephone directories for New York 
City, The New York Times, The National Cyclopaedia of American Biography, James Trager, Park Avenue, Street 
of Dreams (New York: Atheneum, 1990) 135-137. 

26. Trager, 135. 

27. "Luxury is Boundless For Some in Hotels," The New York Times (5/11/1980), Rl. 

28. Mimi Sheraton, "An Old Favorite Returns in Style," The New York Times (51211980), Cl5. 

29. Pierre Franey, A Chefs Tale, A Memoir of Food, France and America (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1994), 89-90, 
110-111. 

30. Information about the ownership history comes from: W. A. Swanberg, Citizen Hearst (New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1961), 406; Ruttenbaum, 100-01; New York County Register's Office, Liber 3644, p. 202, 
February 6, 1928; and Trager, 135-37. "'Co-op' Plan Set for Ritz Tower," The New York Times (2/6/1955). Other 
history includes a 1932 fire which broke out in the sub-cellar paint shop of the Ritz Tower. Eight firemen died 
fightng the blaze while many residents of the upper floors knew nothing about what was happening. 

31. Swanberg, 487; New York County Office of the Register, foreclosure, May 6, 1940. 

32. William Robbins, "More Luxury Hotels Expected to Switch to Cooperative Plan," The New York Times 
(12/6/1964), Rl. 
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FINDINGS AND DESIGNATION 

On the basis of a careful consideration of the history, the architecture, and other features of 
this building, the Landmarks Preservation Commission finds that the Ritz Tower has a special 
character and a special historical and aesthetic interest and value as part of the development, heritage, 
and cultural characteristics of New York City. 

The Commission further finds that, among its important qualities, the Ritz Tower was 
designed in 1925 by two of the most prominent and well-respected architects of the period, Emery 
Roth and Thomas Hastings; that the architects used classical detailing based on the Italian 
Renaissance style with a modern steel-frame structure to create the tallest residential building in New 
York; that the Ritz Tower was the first residential tower to both capitalize on recent construction 
techniques, and to be influenced by the 1916 zoning rules that were then effecting tall office towers; 
that by creating an apartment hotel without kitchens, the developer was able to avoid the height 
restrictions imposed by the Tenement House Law; that the developer, Arthur Brisbane, was a famous 
journalist for the Hearst chain who, like his employer, invested heavily in real estate; that the Ritz 
Tower was too weighty a debt for Brisbane to carry, and after three years he sold the building to 
William Randolph Hearst; that Hearst owned and resided in the building for several years until he 
suffered his own financial reversals; that Brisbane hired the Ritz-Carlton Company to manage the 
building, lending its name and cache to establish the tone he sought for his new enterprise; that the 
building's sumptuousness, as well as its location on the corner of Park A venue and 57th Street, one 
of the city's most elegant addresses, helped to attract many wealthy and famous residential and 
commercial tenants, including New York's first authentic French restaurant, Le Pavilion; that the 
Ritz Tower, now a co-operative apartment building, continues today as one of New York's most 
desirable residential locations. 

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 74, Section 3020 of the Charter of the 
City of New York and Chapter 3 of Title 25 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York, 
the Landmarks Preservation Commission designates as a Landmark the Ritz Tower, 465 Park 
Avenue (aka 461- 465 Park Avenue, and 101 East 57th Street), Borough of Manhattan, and 
designates Manhattan Tax Map Block 1312, Lot 70, as its Landmark Site. 
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Photo source: Steven Ruttenbaurn, Mansions in the Clouds 
New York: Balsam Press, 1986, p.94 



RITZ TOWER 
465 Park Avenue (aka 461-465 Park Avenue and 101East57ui Street) 

Manhattan 
Photo: Carl Forster 



RITZ TOWER 
Northern facade of tower 

Photo: Carl Forster 



RITZ TOWER 
Western facade of tower 

Photo: Carl Forster 



Tower detail, eastern facade 
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RITZ TOWER 
Photos: Carl Forster 

Tower detail, southern facade 
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RITZ TOWER 
Photos: Carl Forster 

Eastern facade details 

Ground floor details , 57'11 Street Facade 



RITZ TOWER 
Photos: Carl Forster 

Roof detail , southern facade 
Commercial entrance, 57'h street facade 



RITZ TOWER 
Photos: Carl Forster 

Setback detail, southern facade 

Setback detail, western facade 
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465 Park Avenue (aka 461-465 Park Avenue and 101East57'11 Street), Manhattan 
Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1312, Lot 70 

Source: Sanborn Manhttan Land Book, 2000-200 I, Plate 84. 
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465 Park Avenue (aka 461 -465 Park Avenue and 101East57'h Street), Manhattan 
Landmark Site: Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1312, Lot 70 

Source: New York City Department of Finance, City Surveyor, Tax Map 
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AMENDMENT TO THE LANDMARK SITE LP-2118-A 
 
 
RITZ TOWER, 465 Park Avenue (aka 461-465 Park Avenue and 101 East 57th Street), 
Manhattan. 

Landmark Site: Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1312, Lot 70 
 

HISTORY OF THE LANDMARK SITE 
 

Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1312, Lot 70 was part of the original 
1925 development of the Ritz Tower.  Because the Surveyor and 
Department of Buildings describe things differently, Borough of Manhattan 
Tax Map Block 1312, Lots 1301, 1302 were unintentionally omitted when 
the Commission heard the building on July 16, 2002 and designated it on 
October 29, 2002.  
 
On September 30, 2003, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a 
public hearing on the proposed amendment of the Landmark Site for the 
Ritz Tower to include Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1312, Lots 
1301, 1302 (Item No. 2).  The hearing had been duly advertised in 
accordance with the provisions of law.  There were no speakers for or 
against the amendment. 


