
































FINDINGS AND DESIGNATION

On the basis of a careful consideration of the history, the architecture, and other features of
this building, the Landmarks Preservation Commission finds that the Ritz Tower has a special
character and a special historical and aesthetic interest and value as part of the development, heritage,
and cultural characteristics of New York City.

The Commission further finds that, among its important qualities, the Ritz Tower was
designed in 1925 by two of the most prominent and well-respected architects of the period, Emery
Roth and Thomas Hastings; that the architects used classical detailing based on the Italian
Renaissance style with a modern steel-frame structure to create the tallest residential building in New
York; that the Ritz Tower was the first residential tower to both capitalize on recent construction
techniques, and to be influenced by the 1916 zoning rules that were then effecting tall office towers;
that by creating an apartment hotel without kitchens, the developer was able to avoid the height
restrictions imposed by the Tenement House Law; that the developer, Arthur Brisbane, was a famous
journalist for the Hearst chain who, like his employer, invested heavily in real estate; that the Ritz
Tower was too weighty a debt for Brisbane to carry, and after three years he sold the building to
William Randolph Hearst; that Hearst owned and resided in the building for several years until he
suffered his own financial reversals; that Brisbane hired the Ritz-Carlton Company to manage the
building, lending its name and caché to establish the tone he sought for his new enterprise; that the
building’s sumptuousness, as well as its location on the corner of Park Avenue and 57" Street, one
of the city’s most elegant addresses, helped to attract many wealthy and famous residential and
commercial tenants, including New York’s first authentic French restaurant, Le Pavillon; that the
Ritz Tower, now a co-operative apartment building, continues today as one of New York’s most
desirable residential locations.

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 74, Section 3020 of the Charter of the
City of New York and Chapter 3 of Title 25 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York,
the Landmarks Preservation Commission designates as a Landmark the Ritz Tower, 465 Park
Avenue (aka 461- 465 Park Avenue, and 101 East 57" Street), Borough of Manhattan, and
designates Manhattan Tax Map Block 1312, Lot 70, as its Landmark Site.
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Photo source: Steven Ruttenbaum, Mansions in the Clouds
New York: Balsam Press, 1986, p.94
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RITZ TOWER
465 Park Avenue (aka 461-465 Park Avenue and 101 East 57" Street)

Manhattan
Photo: Carl Forster



RITZ TOWER
Northern facade of tower
Photo: Carl Forster



RITZ TOWER
Western facade of tower
Photo: Carl Forster
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Tower detail, eastern facade

RITZ TOWER

Photos: Carl Forster

Tower detail, southern facade
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RITZ TOWER
Ground floor, Park Avenue facade

Photo: Carl Forster
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Eastern facade det

RITZ TOWER

Photos: Carl Forster
57™ Street Facade

Ground floor details,
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RITZ TOWER

Photos: Carl Forster

Roof detail, southern facade Commercial entrance, 57" street facade



Setback detail, southern facade

RITZ TOWER
Photos: Carl Forster
Setback detail, western facade
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RITZ TOWER
465 Park Avenue (aka 461-465 Park Avenue and 101 East 57 Street), Manhattan

Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1312, Lot 70

Source: Sanborn Manhttan Land Book, 2000-2001, Plate 84.
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RITZ TOWER
465 Park Avenue (aka 461-465 Park Avenue and 101 East 57" Street), Manhattan

Landmark Site: Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1312, Lot 70
Source: New York City Department of Finance, City Surveyor, Tax Map



AMENDMENT TO THE LANDMARK SITE LP-2118-A

RITZ TOWER, 465 Park Avenue (aka 461-465 Park Avenue and 101 East 57" Street),
Manhattan.
Landmark Site: Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1312, Lot 70

HISTORY OF THE LANDMARK SITE

Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1312, Lot 70 was part of the original
1925 development of the Ritz Tower. Because the Surveyor and
Department of Buildings describe things differently, Borough of Manhattan
Tax Map Block 1312, Lots 1301, 1302 were unintentionally omitted when
the Commission heard the building on July 16, 2002 and designated it on
October 29, 2002.

On September 30, 2003, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a
public hearing on the proposed amendment of the Landmark Site for the
Ritz Tower to include Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1312, Lots
1301, 1302 (Item No. 2). The hearing had been duly advertised in
accordance with the provisions of law. There were no speakers for or
against the amendment.



