Landmarks Preservation Commission
April 12, 2016;Designation Lis#87
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JOHN WILLIAM AND LYDIA ANN BELL AHLES HOUSE, 39-24i 39-26 213"
Streef Queens
Built ¢.1873; Architect,not determinepaltered 1924; Architect,dwisE. Wdsh

LandmarkSite: Borough of Queengax Map Block6236, Lot 18

OnJune23, 2009the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public hearing on the proposed
designation as a Landmark of thegydia Ann Bell andJ. William Ahles Houseand the proposed
designation of the related Landmark Site (Item RoThe hearing was duly advertised in accocawith
the provisions of lawT he owner 6 s at t entanvaityen sulengssion fini oppasiti@n rtodthe s
designation Eleven speakers testified in favor of the designation inclutiieg Council Member Tony
Avella, the president and several members of the Bayside Historical Sdcseph Hellman,cechair of
the CB 11 Landmarks Committee who spoke on behalf of the Queensboro Preservation Council, and
representatives of the Auburndale Improvement Association, the Douglaston Preservation Association,
Municipal Art Society, and Historic Districts Councillhe Commssionalso received letters of support for
the designatiorfrom Borough President Helen Marshall, State SenBtank Padovan, State Assembly
Member AnAMargaret Carrozzathe Four Borough Neighborhood Preservation Alliance, Friends of
Oakland Lake & Ravia, Inc.,RegoeForest Preservation Councind the QueenShapter of theAmerican
Institute ofArchitects.

On October 8, 2015 the Landmarks Preservation Commission tegddcsal publichearing on
Backlog Initiativeitemsin the Borough ofQueensincluding the Lydia Ann Bell and). William Ahles
Houseand the related Landmark Sifkem IIl - Borough of Queens Groypl). A representative othe
owner spoke in opposition to the designatioilghE speakers testified in favor of the designation of the
Ahles House, including State Senator Tony Avellajeens Borough Historian Jack Eichenbaum, and
representatives ofCouncil Member Paul Vallonethe Historic Districts Council, Four Borough
Neighborhood Preservation Allianed Queens Preservation Coun@ihe Chair read into the recoed
letter from Council MemberPaul Vallone and Assembly Membéfdward Braunsteinn support ofthe
designationThe Commission has also receivedke email andthreeletters of support for the designation
including letters from the Aquinas Honor Society of the Immaculate Conception Catholic Acattemy,
President of the Sunnyside Gardens Preservation Alli@mzeone individual

In March 2016, in a meeting with senior Commission sttf§ owneragain expressed his
opposition to the designation and submittedterials in support of his position, including a letter from a
neighbor in opposition to the designation written in 208@. submitted another letter and additional
materials in opposition to the designationAgpril 11, 2016.
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Summary
This impressive Second Empirg/le residencaipdated in 1924 with Colonial Revival

style alteratiors is a rare reminder of Yacentury Bayside, when it was a village of suburban
villas and substantial farmhous@ow located on 218Street in Bayside, the Ahles House
was huilt only a few years after railroad service reached Bayside in 1866 and residential
subdivisions began teplace fams. It is the only remaining example thie substantial
Second Empire buildings erected Baysideduring the 1870s and 1880s retains the
cubic form and dormered mansard roof typical of the S&démpire t/le as well as
detailssuchas the mlded cornice and hexagonal slate shingiéary few 19" century
houses survive in Bayside, making the Ahles house a rare example of the period.

This house was constructed around 1873 by farmer Robert M. Bell for his
daughter Lydia (usually known as Lék and her husband John William Ahles, a
prominent grain merchant and officer of the New York Produce Exchalge located
on a portion of a farm that had descended in the Lawrence fénmiythe 17' century
and waspurchased by Robert Bell in 183 few years after his marriage to Catherine
Lawrence.The Bells, and in particular Robert Beplayed an important role in the
development of 1®-century Bayside and today this house is the sole survivor among the
houses constructed in the™@entury ly this influential Bayside family. The Ahles
family also played a prominent role in l&t6" and early20"-century Bayside and this
houseremained in the ownership of the Ahles family until the 1940s.

The house was movedom its original site to its present location in 1924 to
allow Christy Street now 213Street to be cut through to #Avenue. It was then that
architect Lewis E. Welsh, a prominentpexent of the Colonial Revivaltyde who

specialized in the revitaiat i on of Vi ctorian houses, si mpl

removingthe original wraparound porchs, bay windowscroll bracketsreplaced the
original clapboards with stucco, and installed néatures including porches and
moldingsthat were moren keeping with the ArtandCraftsinfused Colonial Revival
aesthetic of the 19203.he over al | effect of Welshos
that still retained the behkke cubic massing, mansard roof, and cornice of its Second
Empire origins ad at the same time was a fine example of ColeR&lival/Arts and
Craftsinspired 1920s designThe relocation and alterations of the Ahles House are
significant in their own right because they reflect the historical context of the
transformation of Baydie to a commuter suburb in the early"2&ntury. Today this

house is thought to be one of the oldest surviving in Bayside and is considered a

al t e

significant reminder of the neighborhoodbs p

DESCRIPTION

Description
Thedescription below describehisbr i ¢ f eatures from the

of significance. The terrfialterations is used for changes subsequent to the alterabions
1924. For a more detailed analysis of the 1924 alterations, see page 9.

TheAhles House is a. 1873free-standingthreestorymansarded &ondEmpire
style building that was moved to this site andenovated in 1924at which time its
porches and a bay window were removed andag¢ades wereclad with stucco and

modi fi ed wi t h Col oni al R enventrarcd is enlite soatm t s .

facadefacing the Long Island Railroad track$his sitingreflecst h e b s origimai n g 6
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orientation In recent yearever1 8 of t he houseds windows
some historic moldings have been repaired eplaced, includinghie flashing and
crowning moldingon the mansard roof.

Street (East) facade

Historic: cubic form of building; stucco claddingyood sill molding;four molded wood
window surrounds wit paneled aprons at first storjgvo molded woodwindow
surrounds asecond storymolded wood frieze capped eep overhanging cornice
supported by simple bracketmarsard roof with hexagonal slatdspped dormers with
molded wood surrounds and corniceig;oversix wood sash.

Alterations window sash replacedjashing installed on crowning cornicashing on
roof replaced

Entrance (South)facade

Historic: stucco claddingwood sill molding;central molded wood entrance surround
with paneledrevealsand pilasters muti-pane transomtwo moldel wood window
surround with paneled apronst the first storyand three molded wood window
surroundswith six-oversix wood sashat second storymolded wood entablature with
deep overhanging cowe supported by simple bracketsarsard roof with hexagai
slates;hipped dormers with molded wood surrounds and cornicesyveixsix wood
sash.

Alterations window sash replaced at first stongn-historic aluminumstorm doorand
paneled dooin entry, concrete and flagstone pavement in threshotdathistoric light
fixture on wall tosouth of doorwaynon-historic flashinginstalled on crowning cornice;
flashingon roof replaced

Westfacade

Historic: projecting fultheight pavilion on east side of houskippedroofed enclosed
entrance porclextersion with stuaco claddingdating from 1924 low brick basement;
wood sill molding stucco claddig at first and second storgn south side of the facade
two windows at first and second stories with molded surrounds\v&xksix wood saslat
second stor, single windovs with molded surroursl at first story orsouthand west
sides of pavilionhorizontal window with molded wood surround and four paired multi
light wood casements at the second story of pavibamall vertical window with molded
surround ad sixlight casement o south side of porch extensjomarsard roof with
hexagonal slatesiipped dormers with molded wood surrounds and cornices (double
width dormer vith paired windows on pavilion¥ix-oversix wood sash.

Alterations first-story windows replaced(except for casement on south side of
extension) metal replacemenbulkhead basement entry at south end of facanh|l
metal bulkhead for basement entry at base of pavilion rempeeeled wood door with
multi-light window andstorm dar at porchentry; vent near window orsouth side of
porch extensionnor-historic light fixture belowporch eaves to south of doorway;
cornice at south end of facade water damagladhing installed on crowning cornice;
some roof slates replacetishing on roof replacedyutter and downspout replaced

North facade

Historic: projecting full height pavilion and side of entrance paegtensionat west end
of fagade; fist and second stories house andlosed entrance porefxtensionclad with
stucco;squarewindow with molded surroundt centerof porchwall; two windows at
first and second stories with moldedrrewindson north wall of pavilion six-oversix
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sash at second storgporway with molded wood surrourad first story on east wall of
pavilion; window with molded wood surround at second story on east wall of pavilion;
wood porch with wood pillars and cornice, wood flooring, wood ceiling, wood parapet
above porchsmall windowwith molded surroundlarge windowwith molded wood
surroundat easten endof north wallat first story smaller window withmolded wood
surround near doorwaywo windows with molded surrounds and -eixersix sash at
second story, eastern half or the facadeansard roof with hexagonal slates, hipped
dormers with moldedwvood surrounds and cornices, -sixersix wood sash; brick
chimney projects from the center of pavilion mansard.

Alterations stucco paintedeneath porchwindow sash replaced at first stppaneled
door replacedporch pillars possibly replaceflashing instaled on crowning cornice;
flashing on roof replacedight fixture on porch ceiling; electric meter and conduit at east
end of facade

Site features raised front wrd with concrete steps and concrete walk to main entrance
on south side of housappneanddirt driveway;concrete walk along north side of house
terminating at rear porch entrancbain linkfence along north lot line

Other buildings on the lot non-historic onestory two-car garagewith wood clapboard
siding, nonrhistoric doors, andsphakshingled gable roof.

SITE HISTORY

Early Development of Bayside aride Lawrencdamily®

Prior to European si#ment, Baysidevas occupied by a group of Lenaps&ho
were known as th®latinecockfor the hilly landscapewnhere they residetl The Lenape
lived in communities of bark or grasscovered wigwams, and in their larger
settlementd typically located on high ground adjacent to fresh water, and occupied in
the fall, winter, and sprir@ they fished, harvesteshellfish, and trapped animalShe
local band appears to havenged from present day Flushing, including Newtown and
College Pointto Port Washington and their hunting grounds extended as far eastward as
Smithtown. The footpath that connected their villages, starting at the edgusiiing
Bay and ending in Manhasset evolved into the road known as Broadway, now Northern
Boulevard.

In 1639 the Matinecockonveyed the lands bet#en Flushing and Smithtown to
the Dutch West India Company, withstipulation that theyvould be able taontinue
living on andusingthe land. Six years lateiGovernor generalWilliam Kieft issued
patentsfor this landto a group ofL8 English settlerd The majority of the land in the area
that would become Bayside was acquired by brothers John and William Lawrence,
William Thorne, and Thomas HicksAfter residing in Queens for some years where he
held a number of public offices, John Lawrence moved to Nmsterdam in 1657He
was twicemaya of New York, in 1673 and 169His brother William settled near
modernday CollegePoint but retained his land Baysideand acquiredther property
on Long IslandA merchant as welas a farmer, with a warehouse Broad Street in
lower Manhattan, William usd slave laboiboth African and Native Americarand
indentured servants to work on his farm and in his warehdtsédbecameone of the

wealthiest men in New YorkFol | owi ng hi s d e a@ayhick prapertyl 6 8 0,

Wi



passed to his son Josedh) who settled thereand probably was responsible tawilding
the first of many Lawrence homesteads in the neighborfiood
The Lawrences reained the most prominent family in Bayside until well into
the 19" century.In 1775 ®a @ptainJoseph Lawrenc€?) (17411813) who married
Phebe Townsen(l7401816) purchased 16@cres of farmland from his father Richard
Lawrence® Jos@h (2) then moved to Baysid8everal sources suggesiat during the
American Revolution B was involved in the Culper spy ring, which reported on British
activities to General Washingt8n.Following the revolution, he was activie local
politics and in 1785 served in the New York State Assembly.
Joseph and Phebe L arenleg2sa) arddEfinglsam 11379 Henr y
1850) were both prosperous farmers on adjoining farms in Bayside. Effingham was also
an attorney and the first county judge for Queens County. In 1822 Judge Lawrence built a
mansion known as Stone House (demolished 1956) off S2&et overlooking Little
Neck Bay, which incorporated timbers from the ancient Lawrence homésieaide
Lawrence also set aside a parcel of land at his farm"a®42nue and 216 Street in an
area formerly known as A Pfamlepiclas,cas & hudal f or mer
ground for Lawrence family members (Lawrence Graveyard is a designated New York
City Landmark)® | n 1 8 3 2 ,grardddasghtpbatbesine (807-80) married Robert
Moore Bell(180788).°

The Bells of Baysid¥
RobertM. Bell was the nephew of Abraham B€lI7781856),an Irish merchant
who came to this country about 1804 and formed a partnership with Robert H. Bowne
and Jacob HarveAf t er Bowneds deat h 1ABrah@am Beh& aham Be
Co.,an enormously successtuading and shipping firrbased in Manhattanvhich dealt
in a wide variety of goods, notablyish linens and American cottpmand transported
many English and Irish immigrants to the United States, especially during the famine
years. In 1824 AbrahafBell purchased 246 acre farmin Bayside'* It extended from
Little Neck Bay to moderuay 204" Street and from 35Avenue to a little south of §9
Avenue.lt was baderedon two sidedy the farmsofCat her i n e@omelilsrarmt her s
Joseph Lawrencegnd was divided into two parts, known as the upper and lower farms
by a lane that became Béienue later BellBoulevard After using a small 1 century
house on the property as a summer home for almost two deédtebam Bell built a
house for higamily on Bell and Warburton Avenués the 1840s, which later passed to
his son Thomas.
Raised in Maryland and PennsylvanRgbert M. Bell movedo Baysideat the
age of 17to take over the managementiofi s u n c. Inel&34 follbwang te death
of his fatherin-law Henry Lawrencehe purchased the 168ae farm that had passéd
Henry from Joseph Lawrencé Robert M Bell was active in the New York Stasnd
Queens Agricultural Societiemnd public affairs in Baysidén the 1850s he was one of
the investors irthe Bayside & Flushing Plank Road, # toad that ran along Broadway
on the southern border of his farnm 1864the newly organizedNorth Shore Railroad
purchased a right of sfarm.yhe taivcacbbganlope@toiser t M. E
1866 with a new depoton land donated byRobert M. Bell] near modenday Bell
Boulevard and 41 Avenue. By 1870Robert M.Bell had the eastern corner of his land
south of the railroad tracks mapped into streets and toeet £alace Avenu¢now 42




Avenue) just south of the tracksvaspartially operd In 1870 s sonRichard M. Eell

built a store and dwelling at the corner of Palace and Bell AveriuBss and the

blacksmith shop Robert Bell had built at the coofdBroadway and Bell Avenue in the 1840s

werethe beginningof the development of Bell Boulevard as Bagsisls pr i nci pal commet
During the 1870s Robert Bell also buibuss on Bell Avenuenear Ashburton Avenue (39

Avenue)asa wedding prese for his daughter Lydia (Lillie)on her marriage tdohn William

Ahles in June 187andfor his son Richard MBell on his marriage talulia Blackin 1874

Robert B d&brdhanBelldwhateok chargedi i s g r afarndih1866, alsduild s

anewhouse on theouthwestorner of Warburto39" Avenue) and Bell Avenue in 1870 when

he marriedMelissa Chambeiia 1870.Perhaps the most spectacular of the-&&lked houses was

Hi Il Il bright, the Shingl e $ushahdeFrederknStormoan theer ect e d
cornerof Bayside and Lawrence Boulevards 23treet and 43Avenue) in 1893.Todaythe

Ahles House is the sole survivor amdimglhouses constructiecthe 14 century by thisnfluential

Baysidefamily.

John Williamand Lydia Ann Bell Ahles

I n June 1873 Robert and Qa(tilheel8489@® Bel | 0s
married John William Ahles (Will, 1848915). Will Ahles was the son of George and
Zoe Chairnaud Ahle¥. George Ahles was a native of Hanover who nuoteeNew York
around 1840 and established a retail drygoods business with August Sattler. In 1850 the
partnership was dissolved and the Ahles family moved to Bayside where George Ahles
acquired a small farm next to |IBsoahdelllie and Ca
Bell grew up as nexdloorneighbors until the age of 15, when George Ahles moved his
family to Fort Greene, Brooklyn, presumably to be closer to Pearl Street in Lower
Manhattan, where he was involved in a textile importing firm. At abouttime, Will
Ahles left school and found a job as clerk at the Broadway Bank of Manhattan. He
worked in a brokerodés office on Wal/l Street
merchant. In 1877 he established his own business as a flour merchant addthein
Produce Exchange. From 1883 to about 1885 he worked in partnership with John A.
Bayley and in the 1890s and early 1900s he was senior partner with Arthur B. Raymond
in the firm of Ahles & Raymond Flour and Food Commission Merchants, blenders and
exporters of corn products. Until his retirement Ahles remained one of the most
successful dealers in grain in the city and served for many years on the Board of
Governors of the New York Produce Exchange.

Ahles was also very involved with the civic lifé Bayside serving as an officer in the
Literary Society, as a trustee for the | oc:
Church, Bayside, and a member of the Queens County Agricultural Society. Like his
fatherin-law and brothein-law Richard Bell, B was an avid horseman and breeder of
trotting horses. T h ¢éhe ddest sors Richandadekd i ahildheodc hi | dr
the others were Robert, Gertrude, and Virginia. In 1880, probably followingetth df
her mother, Lillie Ahleb75yearold fatherRobert M. Bell and 74earold aunt Phebe
Lawrence moved in with the Ahleses. According to the 1880 Fedenslus, the Ahles
householdincluded two female servants and a black male servant, most likely a
coachman. In 1886 Robert Bell conveyed thouse and its 15.5 acre lot as well as a 10
acre parcel on Whitestone Road (Francis Lewis Boulevard) to Lillie Ahlesie
continued to |live with the Ahleses until hi s




and sister Frances had moved in with féammily. Lillie Ahles died in 1896/ By 1910

Will Ahles was occupying the house with his daughter Virginia, sister Frances, and his
African-American coachman Samuel Chapel, who had been with the family since the
1890s. At his death in 1915, Ahles estdi#id a trust that provided |Hf&me incomes for

his sister and Chapel and held the major part of his real estate, investments, and personal
estate in trust for his children and their hé?fr)s.

Bayside in thé?ostCivil War Period

Prior to the Civil WarBayside was largelg farmingand fishingcommunity. Theailroad
enabled businessmen to commute to Flushing and Manhattan and spubredetiseof several
large farms andestates to sell their land to developers vad the propertiesnapped into
developmat parcels® By the early 1890sertainsectiors of Bayside had developed dsnsely
built up village streed. These included the sectiofiBell Avenue between the railroahd
Broadway, whichwas lined withstores and mixedse rsidentialcanmercialbuildings, several
built by Richard and Robert M. Bellwo hotelst he Br oadway HeBroadvayand Fr e
Inn, were locatecat Broadway and Bell Avenuehere theycateredto farmers bringing their
produce to marketAround 1872, Straitton and Stor@igar Manufcturers, opened a
factory in a threestory mansarded building at Bell Avenue and Park Avenue (now Bell
Boulevard and 4% Avenue) Later the first floor of thabuilding, which was originally

used forworker® housi ng, was Yystoewpdiaekd TDlye ac ampoacrey 6 ¢
owners built country houses in Bayside for |
twenty families of thelsi | | ed wor k meno o ff Plde) rResidentat r e e t (1

enclaves also developed along Bell Avenue norttfCafcheron Avenue, on Bayside
Roadnorth of Crocheron, along Lawrence Boulevé48® Avenue)and Broadway, east
of Bell Avenue and on the stets north of Crocheron Avenu®uring this period
Bayside also gained a number of amenities including schodlserary Society, which
after 1874 met in its own buildirgt 21%" Street and 42 Avenue that was used by many
social, religious and civic groupand the United Methodist @hch, built 189193 at
214" Street and Palace Avenue {@2venue) on land dated by Richard M. Bell.

Also contributing to the growth of Bayside this period, was the presenoé
Camp Morgan, later renamed Fort Totten. Located peninsulat the northeastertip
of the neighborhoqgdhe fort was established 1857 as a majonmunent of the defense
systemof New York Harbor. Duringhte Civil War the fort was used adraining camp
and hospital. Although mostof its 19"-century buildings have been replaced, a few
structures remain, notably the Fort Totten Battery (1862William Petit Trowbridge,
engineer), thesothic Revival gyle Fort Totten Officers Club (c. 1870, enlarged 1887
now home to Bayside Historical SocigtgndBuilding 211,theformer Willets house (c
1829), which was enlarged aneihmodeled in the GothiRevival dyle, when it became
the commandi ng of-68 (EatrTditen Batery and the Fort ToBeé 7
Officers Club are designated New York City Landmarks; Building 211 is within the Fort
Totten Historic Distric) Today Building 211,the fomer Co mman d,amdthd s h o u s e
Ahles House appear to be the sole surviving hoius@aysde from the posCivil War
period.



Second Empire StylBesign and thdohn William and_ydia Ann Bell AhlesHouse
The John William and Lydi&ann Bell Ahles House is the only remaining Second
Empire Style building in Bayside. An eclectic architectural style based on French
Renaissance and Bmue models, the Second Empire stydareloped in France during
the reign of Napoleon Il (1852870) and besime popular in America around 1860. The
stylebdbs dissemination was aided by the incre
during this periode speci al ly architectur afTheatyedbooks
was well represented in Baysidehere in addition to the Ahles House prominent
examples included the Straitemd Storm factory building, Fre8nelb 8roadwaylnn,
the Literary Society building, and the houses of Judge Robert Cornell on Little Bayside
Avenue (near 26 Avenue) and 209 Street, J. T. Knight on Lawrence Boulevard and
Waldo Avenue (4% Avenue and 218 Street) the residence dEdward Arthur Lawrence
on Little Bay near Willets Poingand the mansion house and carriage house at the John
Taylorest ate known” as fiThe Oaks. o
A free-standing threstory mansardechouse with an irregular plathe Ahles
House originally had clapboard siding, wrafmund porches on itsorth, south, and east
facadesand a twestory bay at thavest end of its soutfacade. Whenthe housewvas
built it was located neahe north side o& wedgeshaped 15.5 acre lot and was seatkba
about 225eetfrom Bdl Avenue. Its main fagcade faced south on trizeway leading
from Bell Avenuewith a view oflandscapedawn and the railroad tracks e dstance
(This orientation was maintained when the house was moved to its presgnt site
A fine example of the styl@ith a somewhat unusual plan incorporating a number
of verandasthe Ahles House was likely designed by a local carpdnigderdrawing on
local models and architectural publicatidh$General inspiration may have come from
periodicals such as themerican Agriculturistand pattern bookske Bi cknel | 6s Vi | |
Builder (1872) which featuredseveral designs foirregularly plannechouses with bay
windows, extensive porchesnd mansard roofsA more specific source may have been
the townhousedesignillustrated in Pate 1 inthe Supplemento Bi cknel | 6s Vil |
Builder (1871) it featuresa mansard rogfmolded cornice with peed backets, and
porch columns that anery close in form and detailing timrresponding elements at the
Ahles House Althoughthe Ahles House wasonsiderablyaltered inthe 1920s, it still
retains its boxycubic massing and mansard rodiaracteristt of Second Empiretgle
houses as well as its originalolded cornic§minus its paired brackets) and hexagonal
slate shingles While there are certainly better preserved amore elaborate Second
Empire house surviving inother neighborhoodsew York City, the Ahles Houseés the
only remaining examplef the stylein Baysideand as such is a rare survivor.

The Suburbanization of Bayside in the Early"dDentury, Ahles Realty, and Lewis E
We | sAitgyasionsto the Ahles House

Queens became part of Nevork City in 1898. In the decaddhat followed,
several East River links weoeeated: the Queensboro Bridge, completed in 1909, as well
as a pair of tunnels: one for the Long Island Railr@#i0), and the ber, for the IRT
subway (1915)Theseimprovements cut commuting time to Midtown Manhaitahalf,
increasing land values Flushing and Eastern QueendBy 1910 most of the farms
surrounding te Ahles House property had bemapped into streets and houets] with
thestreets paveditilities installegdand many houses going.




In 1919 NewYork City adopted a plan to widen and pave Bell Avenue between
Crocheron Avenue and the railroad tracks. Litigation regarding the value of the property
condemned for the street widening went on fonedime but in March 1922 settlement
wasannounced with the Ahles Estate receiving the lardastage awart: One month
prior to the settlementhe trusteesof the Ahles Estateformed the Ahles Realty
Corporationto develop itsreal esate holdings® In 1923 he new corporatigrheaded by
Louis J Snyder husband of Gertrude Ahles Snydentered intcan agreementvith the
Long Island Raiload to transfeland to the railroad for a new statiorthwvthe cost of the
new depotsplit between the railroad anflhles Realty it opened in 1924. In the
meantime lte Ahles House propertyas mappednto streets antbts. Snyder planned to
develop the portion of the property closest to the railroad with commercial buildings with
the remainder reseevicdeméde®s. di gh cl as

In order to open Christgtreet(now 213" Street) the Ales House had to be
moved west about 40 to 50 fdeta newly created 70 x 1d0ot lot at 3924 to 39-26
213" Street. In 1923/4Snyder hired architect ks Edgar Welsh for the pject that
included alterations to Ahles House and to the old carriage hetgsh was converted
into a garagé’

Lewis E.Welsh (1888?) was born in Hawley, Pennsylvania and educated at Pratt
Institute. From 1909 to 1913 he was employa draftsman in the WilkeBarre
architectural firm of Welsh, Sturdevant & Pogbeaded by his brother George Schlager
Welsh?® From 1913 to 1917 he was head draftsman in the firm of Aymar Embury, one of
the preeminent specialists in American Colonial Ralvdesign In 1917 Lewis Welsh
returned to Pennsylvania to work with his brother on prgects fowor ker s housin
Sawyer Park in Williamsport and EImwood Park in Bethlehem for the Bethlehem Steel
Company, which employed the most-igpdate conceptsni Garden City planning and
Arts and Crafts design and were widely published in the leadingecthial journals?

Lewis Welsh returned to Nework City in 1919 and became an associate
architect 1 n Awithalfred Busdelle Amohgthefcommssions Welsh
worked on with Emburyvere alterations o Loui s and Gertrude Ahl es
Rye, New York. Welsh began pacticing on his own in 1920During the1920s and
1930s he was principally known for Holonial Revival designs fdrousesn suburban
New York and Connecticut. His commissions also included the Town Hall in Greenfield
New York (1925);a hotel in Hawley, Pennsylvania (1932); stores for J.J. Newberry Co.
in various locations (19483); the JJ. Newberry House in Englewood, Neversey
(1952); and the Friends Meeting House in Wilton, Connecticut (1954).

In 1920 Welsh published an article in tAechitectural Forumdescribing the
country houselterationshe, Embury, and Busselle had worked on in the past’yete.
noted that in arlier times it was generallthought to be cheaper to tear down an old
building rather than to make alterations Wiigh prices andscarcity of labor and
ma t e rhadaenc®uraged owners and architéotsenovate existing buildings. Welsh
argued that th real challenge was not in recognizing the valueldfmasterpieceof
Colonialar chi tectur e, w bt ic discefirig she latens podsililities efe n, 0
Victorian buildings By stripping awayfijigsaw projections, brackets, balces, and
porchesp architectswvere able to revealnderlyingbalanced proportions arsiimple lines
previously hiddenfrom view. Skilfully designed additionsadded new spaces and



adaped the houss for modernuses;new exterior cladding and details blended the old
with the new creatinga dignified and approte appearance

Welsh appliedhese ideas in his alterations to the Ahles House. The avcamd
porcheswvere removed from the south and east facades atateepon the north facade
The bay window was removed from the south facHue secondtory windows at each
end of the east facade facing #18ere sealedwood panels were gerted at the base of
the firstfloor windows that previouslppened on to theorches,and all of the doors,
window enframementsand sash wereeplaced This included aeconfiguration of the
fenestration on the second story of the pavilion on the west facade where a long
horizontal opening with four pairs of multght casementsvas addedThe onestory
hippedroof enclosed porchxtensionat the basef the pavilion was alsaddedthen. On
the north side of the housige porch was reblt using square posts, a simplargice, and
a plain wood parapetfll of the clapboards wereemoved and replaced with stucco
masking the alterations to the first two stoaesl reflecting thd920s Arts & Craftsman
influenced preference fasimple stuccoed facades The original crowning entablature
was preserd but simplified by the removintpe 1870sscrolled brackets, which were
redaced by simple exposed rafteist the third storythe dormers were also modified,
with the openings changed from segmental arched to square headed, the gabled
pediments removed, new wood surrounds and cornaas$, muli-light window sash
installed

Based on an interpretation of historic atlases, it has been suggested that a
portion of the pavilion on the west side of the building was removed as part of the 1924
alterations. Because the only evidermited isbuilding footprints n historic atlases that
vary from publisher to publisher and the plans for the alterations do not appear to have
survived, it is hard to draw a definitive conclusion on this point. It is worth noting,
however, that the crowning friezmolded cornice, and fishscale statengled mansard
roof on the east pavilion blend seamlessly with their counterparts on the other portions of
the building. In any case this portion of the building is not visible from the public way.

The overall effe t of Wel shds alterations was
retainedthe boxlike cubic massing,mansad roof, and ©rnice of its SecondEmpire
origins and at the same time was a fine example of ColdRealival/Arts and Crafts
inspired 1920s design by an important architect specializing in the renovatior® of 19
Century housesMoreover, the relocation and alterations of the Ahles House are
significant in their own right because they reflect the historical context of the
transformation of Bayside to a commuter suburb in the eaflye6tury.

Subsequent History

During the 1920sand 19304¢he Ahles Realty Corporatiosdd large portions of
its holdingsin Baysideand actively pushed for an expansion of the Bayside commercial
zone®® However, the lots between the Ahles House and the train statoa left
undeveloped until about 1950 leavinige occupats of the Ahles House with@dear view
of the sation, landscaped station plaza, and the obelisk erected in 1928 as a memorial to
the men of Bayside who had served in World WarSbmetime in the 1920s or early
1930s, most liksl in 1924when the exterior of the house was being altetteglinterior
was also nodified to divide it into a twdamily house which remained a rental property
The early occupants have not been identified but in 1935 the reverse telephone directory
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for Queendisted accountant Robert E. Blessiag the occupant of 34 213" Street.

The following year he was replaced by the family of bariRebert Crouch. Later the
Crouch family moved to 326 and by the late 193@sarly 1940s the Crouch family was
sharing the building with the family of advertising executiVeeodore (Tedf. Callis.

Later occupants included the family of Peter F. Gilbody, a New York City fireman, who
resided in 324 from 1943 to around 1953 and elementary school teacher Margery
Plimpton, who resided at 3% from 1944to 1947. In 1947 Henrgnd FriedaZiegler
Hollmann purchasedthe Ahles HouseHenry Hollmann was a managet an x-ra
equipment companyThe Hollmanns occupied the portion of the building aP821

Street. Frieda Hollmann was very interested in history and was an active member of the
Bayside Historical Soety. The house passed to their son Bruce Ziegler Hollmann in
1994 and he sold ih 2007to the present ownewho had resided there as a tenant for
many years

Report researched and written by
Gale Harris
Research Department
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A Di eNew York TribuneMay 26 1896 7.
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19 These included a portion of the estate of JudgegB&m Lawrence, which was aceditby cigar manufacturers Storm
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FINDINGS AND DESIGNATION

On the basis of a careful consideration of the history, the architecture, and the
other features of this building, the Landmarks Preserva@iommission finds that the
John William and Lydia Ann Bell Ahles House has a special character and a special
historical and aesthetic interest and value as part of the development, heritage, and
culture characteristics of New York City.

The Commission fuhter finds that, among its important qualities, the John
William and Lydia Ann Bell Ahles House, an impressive Second Empire style residence
updated in 1924 with Colonial Revival style alterations, is a rare remindel"afebury
Bayside,when it was a Mage of suburban Ylas and substantial farmhouséisat now
located on 218 Street in Bayside, the Ahles House wasltbonly a few years after
railroad service reached Bayside in 1866 and residential subdivisions began to replace
farms; that it is theonly remaining example dhe substantial $®end Empire buildings
erected inBayside during the 1870s and 1880that it retains the cubic form and
dormered mansard roof typical of the Setdmpire style as well afetailssuchas the
molded cornice antlexagonal slate shingtethat very few 18 century houses survive in
the Bayside, making the Ahles house a rare example of the period; thlaboulkis was
constructed around 1873 by farmer Robert M. Bell for his daughter Lydia (usually known
as Lillie) and her husband John William Ahles, a prominent grain merchant and officer of
the New York Produce Exchangthat itis located on a portion of a farm that had
descended in the Lawrence famftpm the 17 century and wapurchased by Robert
Bell in 1834 a few years after his marriage to Catherine Lawreticd the Bell family
and in particular Robert Bell played an important role in the development"afetury
Bayside and todathis house is the sole survivor among the houses constructed ifi teatl@y
by this influential Bayside family; that the Ahles family also played a prominent role inTaed 9
early 28 century Baysidend this houseemained in the ownerghiof the Ahles family
until the ©40s that the house was movéom its original site to its present location in
1924 to allow Christy Street now Z1Street to be cut through to #Avenue; thattiwas
then thatarchitect Lewis E. Welsh, a prominent exponent of the Colonial Revival style
who specialized intherevt al i zati on of Victorian houses,
by removingthe original wraparound porcks, bay windowscroll bracketsreplaced the
original clapboards with stucco, and installed new features including porches and
moldings that were ore in keeping with the ArtandCraftsinfused Colonial Revival
aesthetic of the 1920s; thate over al | ef fect of Wel shds a
building that still retained the bdike cubic massing, mansard roof, and cornice of its
Second Empirerigins and at the same time was a fine example of ColRaaival/Arts
and Craftsinspired 1920s design; that the relocation and alterations of the Ahles House
are significant in their own right because they reflect the historical context of the
transfomation of Bayside to a commuter suburb in the early@tury; thataday this
house is thought to be one of the oldest surviving in Bayside and is considered a
significant reminder of the neighborhoodbs p

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions @hapter 74, Section 3020 of the
Charter of the City of New York and Chapter 3 of Title 25 of the Administrative Code of
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the City of New York, the Landmarks Preservation Commission designates as a
Landmark John William and Lydia Ann Bell Ahles House;23939-26 213" Street,

Queens, and designates Borough of Queens Tax Map Block 6236, Lot 18, as its
Landmark Site.

Meenakshi SrinivasarChair

Frederick Bland, Diana Chapin, Wellington Chen, Michael Devonshire, Michael
Goldblum, John Gustafsson, Kim Vau€ammissioners
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John William and Lydia Ann Bell Ahles House
39-24-39-26 213" Street, Queens

Borough of Queens Block 6236, Lot 18
Photo: Jenna Dublin, 2016
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John William and ydia Ann Bell Ahles ouse

North facade
Photo:Jenna Dublin2016
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John William and Lydia Ann Bell Ahles House
First story 213 Street facade
Photo:Jenna Dublin, 2016
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