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H~pq£t on_T"~Ls~Exs.§".va.t5.QD§..~§'':L.!h~..!~.§:g:c Meeting House 1 Flgshj.ng p

"~lll§_~nLCountyJ...New Y9rl~

'I'he Quaker Meeting House J located on the south side of

Nor-tharn 13oul.evard in Flushi~1g 9 is a Nationa1 Historic Landmark

(National Register 1976~5991). It is thought to be the oldest
church on Long Island and may be the oldest church in New
"York (Prud on 19'76s2).

The Meeting House was built as a place of worship in 169~'

by the Religious Society of F'rlends. Wlth the exception of
a short period of. time during the Revolutionary War~ it has
functioned as a place of worship to·the present timed During
the Revolution t the Bz'Ltish occupied the Meeting House and
used it as a hospital. barracks and storage area for hay
(Pruden 1976 r I,.) •

On September 3D, 1976. a short archaeological reconnaisance
was made in connection with proposed stabilization work & :funded

by the Society of Friends and by a matching grant - in - aid
l'rom the Nati.onal Park Service. 'J.'his work was done at the request
of the New York State Division for Historic Preser.vation which
administers the National Park Sendee grant - in - aid program
in New York. The volunteer archaeological crew from rew York
University and the New York State Division for Historic
Preservation was headed by Professor Bert Salwen of N.YvU. and

Sarah Bridges of D.H.P. ~ehe crew members were Kathy At.aman ,

Wendy Har-r f.s , Susan May@r~ Philip Pe r'az i.o & Diana Rockman and

K8.l'en Zukerm8.h.
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The archaeological tests were designed t~ determine the
nature of the surfa.ce below the Meeting House floor~ anq~ if
necessary~ to provide data on which to base plans for a.dditional
salvage excavation~ at locations which. were to be disturbed by

shallow excavations i'or the installation of a series of concrete
pads. ~r.hesepads were to be footings :ror support posts to
brace the floor joists. The planned repair work called for

"two~foot-·square and eight-Inch-deep excavations for the concrete
pads. These f;.!xcavat~onswere to be centered under the joists
and located two feet south of the inside of the north wall
of the structure (Tony VermeYt personal communication)~

TWo test cuts were opened during this one day field session.
In order to minimize subsurface disturbance to this National
Historic Landmark property, it was decided to place the test
cuts only at places where the excavations for the concrete pads
were to be made. Because t;ho present structure was constructed
in two phasesp one cut was pl.aced under the original, eastern.
po!tion of the building, built in 1.69'+,and the "other under
the 1717 extension (Prudon 1976&5.6).

The test cuts were half-meter-square units. All of the material
was excavated with trowel and dustpanp and screened thfbugh
1/4" mesh. "The tests were located 1 1/2 meters south of' the
outside of the north wall of the bu LLd i.ng., 'I'heae excavations
in the crawl space are described below and their locations are
shown Ln Figure 1.. ~l'he specimens are listed by proveni.ence and

briefly described in Appendix A.
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The first test cut was located under one of the joists of
the 1717 extension of the buIlding. It was centered approximately
'5·5 meters east of the northwest corner of the Meeting House.
with its north side 1.5 meters south of the exterior face of the
north wall (see Fig~ 1). At this pointD the vertical distance
from the bottom of the Meeting House floor to the present ground
surface was 0.78 meters.

The surface of the crawl space in this area was covered with
light tan sandy silt mixed with mortar and pebbles. This light. .

tan sandy silt extended down about 4 cm. The northwest corner
of the cut contained a lens of coarse orange sandy silt about
l~ em, thick. Below this was a J-cm. -th5.ck tan sandy si Lt layer
with heavy mortar mottling. rrhisA~ und er-La Ln by a 7-cm~-thiclr

layer of brown sandy 8ilt. Below this was a 7-to-1 O:-cm..-thic1c
stratum composed of' fine orange"':brown sand with yellow and black
mottling I and this overlay a .5~to·-7-cm. --thick brown 811 ty stratum.
Below the brown silt, sterile tan sandy silt was encountered (see
Fig. 2).

As shown in. Appendix At the cUltural material from this
cut cons isted primarily of building rnaterial, includi.ng plaster.
mortar. nails, brick fragments and windQw glass. The series
of layers probably represents fill deposited at the time of

'"building construction or during subsequent repair or remodling
episodes.

The few datable specimens encountered include a piece of
crearnware recovered from the surface. It was probably
manufactured during the period from 1750-1820 (South 19711opposite
p. 85).



fSS:';~SS~~~:\:~~~~~E
O~Ei 5f'.t-1t>'i,"';;'L,
TN-4 "j)N-.\\)'1. <;;\1.:1'""I\>.\ W'\O~"W""'R...

--....~lpWN. 'SN:-J.b'1 S\LT

--ORf-,.t-\Gl;i-lt:A.,OW".\ Sp.,t-\D WI'-(I.J.
,-\e.\...l.P\i\I "l P.,..\...~K ""'<''''(''(\,\\--\G·

'--~RoWW 'i\\ ..'\

.- '1ELlOW SU.''1 <;;p,.NO

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

\
_._-----~...-...........------- .._--. PLt\N V\EVJ~-- ~_.

C""-. SCM. t'::.aLow 'iURFP-,CEi:

TECST cu-r NO. \
-- - --.::=. ~.....--.;.,:;;;

'-1~T CU-T till. 2
Nq'lSIt\ j.:>~O'F'L~

~UtL.?£CL.£4 -----:..~u.oW\~ Sl"\,~~'1";;It.,

bt>..nK ~OW~ 'SA,\-.lt>'-1, S\l:Y

o \0 "20

~:::j
s;.C~LI.::::. - eM.

- 0l'RK.. ~RO\.VN SA..>Nt)'-\ <;.\l:y \IV\\"\<\
"'~~\ >to '1u\,LCW 1VI0000LIN.G.

--<-tIiL\DW Sll.\'-\, S,.,.l4D



I····
I'
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

·~4-

A pewter button found in the tan sandy silt was cast in
a mold before 1790 and is the type usually found in Revolutionary
War contexts. It is.a plain Quaker style button (Paul Huey,
personal communication). It was found close to the present
surface of the crawl space and could easily have bEen lost
through the floor boards of the Meeting House.

A brass(?) cufflink with an engraved thistledecoration~
which probably dates from pre-Revolutionary times (Paul Huey,
personal communication), was found in the tan sandy silt
with mortar stratum. A yellowware shard from the same stratum
was probably manufactured in the period between 1670 and 1750

(Salwen, Bridges and Klein 1974-IJ6) .The stratum in which these
artifacts ~e deposited may have been associated with the
building of the 1717 addition 'Go the Meeting Houseo These
arti~acts may have been left behind by workmen, although the
cu f'f'Li.nk may have slipped thr<?ugh a crack i.nthe Meeting House
floor after the building was completed'. This stratum overlay
a stratum of brown sandy silt which appeared in both cuts
and which seems to have been associated with the construction
of the 1694 portion of the Meeting House •. It contained
most of' the mortar and plaster found in ,Test Excavation No.1.
Except for these mortar and plaster fragments this layer
and those' below it yielded little cultural material (see
Append i.x A). A single piece of deLft , manufactured in the
seventeenth or eighteenth century (South 1971z opposite p. 85).
was recovered fr.om the brown silty earth. It may have
be en deposited prior to bu.i.Ld i.ng construction; or
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at the time of~ the construction of the original :1.694 structure~

The scarcity of material in these lower strata implies that
there was Little activity in this ar-ea prior 'to the construction

of the Meeting House.

Jes~ Exc~yatio~ NOG-£
'rhe second half-·"meter·~square test cut was located under

the 169L,- portion' of the Quaker Mep-ting House v It Th'US centered

abou t 5.3 meters west of the northeast corner of the building

and its north side was 1-5 meters south of the exterior face
of the north wall (seG Fig ~ t) G ~:'h.evertical distance from
the bottom of the Meet;ng House floor to the ground surface
at this point was 1.07 meters.

1.'he ground surface in this par-t of the crawl space was
very loose and dry,. and contained almost all of' the mar-tar'

and plaster found in this cut (see Appendix A). The uppermost

stratum consisted of ~rown sandy silt which resembled the

third stratum encountered in Test Excavation.No. 1 (see Fig. 2)
. .

and was approximately 9 em. thick. tI'his was und erlain by a

3 cm.-thick stratum of dark brown sandy silt. he stratum
below coris Lsted of dark brown sandy silt with yellow mottling,

wood ash and wood cha.r-coa.l , and v-ras 8 em. thick. Under this

the same sterile tan silty earth uncoverec: in Test. Cut No. i

was encountered. For details On the stratigraphy see Pigure

2.
As shown in Appendix At very 1.i ttle cultural material
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was found in this cut and none of it was datable 9 Nlost
of the specimens consisted .of construction debris, including
nails, mortar, plaster and window glass. Almost all of the
mortar and p~aster (J25.1 of the total 325.8 grams) was
recovered from the loose surface material. The brown sandy
silt stratum and the underlying strata were probably associated
with the building of the original Meeting House structure.
In any case the paucity of material from these· strata indicates
that this area was not ini;ensiveLy used prior to the
construction of the Meeting House.

It should be noted that the brovvn sandy silt stratum
in Test Cut No. 1 was the third stratum below the surface,
while it was the first stratum encountered· in Test Cut No.2.
'.restCut No. 1 contained 855.4 grams of' mortar and plaster
while Test Cut No. 2 contained only 323.8 grams of mortar and
plaster, most of which came from the loose surface material.
The total number of specimens recovered f~om Test Cut No. lp

.15~·. is much greater than the 3? specimens uncovered in

Test Cut No.2 (see Ap~endix A).

.§.ur:faceM§...terial
Also listed in Appendix A are materials found on the

surfaceof the cr,Q€Jlspacel as well as one piece of pearlware
found on the surface outside of the Meeting House. The datable
items all post d.ate the construction of both porti.ons of the
Meeting House (see Appendix A) and may have been left there
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any time after the Meeting House "vas bull t. 'l'his deposit
I?robably accumulated during the normal course of use of the
Meeting House. Small. items may have been lost through the
floor boa rd s and Larg er ones discarded und e r-n eat h the scr-uc tur-e ,

~or'lf!lENDNrIONS

The major part of the thin cultural deposit encountered
in the archaeological test of the crawl space of the Quaker
Meeting House seems to date from the two episodes of construction
of the building. There is little evidence for use of the area
prior to that construction and some evidence of debris which
accumulated 8.fter construction was completed. Because of

the sparse amount of ma'ter-La.L recovered- .• ii~is believed t.hs..t

no further archaeological testing of the area is needed.
Excavation for the remaining concrete footing pads should
not damage cultural resources protected by the National
Historic Landmark deaLgna't i.on,



-------------------APPENDIX A
SU!~fl~RYOF ARCP~EOLOGICAL SPECIMENS

Stratum Cat.No~ Specimens Prob. Date

Surface
TEST EXCAVATION NO.1

Metalt
Iron nail
Iron fragment

Ceramics:
Creamware sherd (more of vessel-Cat .No¢'·1790-1820

-1 )
Red brick fragments

Glassl
Bottle fragfuents- Dark green
Window glass fragments- Patinated
Clear glass fragment

Miscellaneous,
Leather strap with buckle holes
Coal fragment

Mortar and plaster
Food remains.

Peach pit
Oyster shell (weighed & discarded)
Hard shell clam shell.(weighed & discarded)

Tan sandy .5
silt

Metals
Ir-on fragments
Pewter button- plain with beaded edge pre-l?90

Ceramics t" "

Red brick fragments
Glassl

BettIe fragment- Dark green
Window glass- Patinated
Window glass- Pale green

Miscellaneous I
Coal fragments

Mortar and plaster
Food remainslOyster shell (weighed & discarded)

Hard shell clam shell (weighed & discarded)

Quantity

.,
.1.

1

~
l.

·27

4-
10
1

1
1 I, 7 gm •......

220.6 gm.

1
":l 6.4- gm •.I

_2_ 25,1 gm.
53

3
1

10
i

12
2

4 ~1:£2.=.-gm •
313·0 gmo

~ 0.9 gm ,-'
-L 13·7 gm.
39
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Stratum Cat.No. Specimens

TEST EXCAVATION NO.1 (continued)
Cr-ange
sa.ndy
silt

7

Tan sandy 8
silt with
mortar

Brovm
sandy
silt

10

Metal&
Iron nail- wrought

Ceramicst
Red brick fragments

Miscellaneoust
Coal fragments

Mortar and plaster
Food remainsl .

Oyster shell (weighed & discarded)
illetalr

.Iron spike fragments
Iron fragments- rusted
Brass(?) cUffli~~- engraved thistle

Ceramics~
Yellowware sherd- ~ie crust edge
Red brick fragment-

Glass!
Bottle(?) fragments- ~reen
Window glass fragments- Patinated
Container fragment- thin~ clear

Miscellaneous ~
Coal fragments
Fragments unknown burned material

Mortar and plaster
Food remainsf

Maw~al bone fragment
Peach pit fragment

Metal~
Iron nail fragment

Ceramics~
Red brick fragment

Glassl
Window glass fragment- Patinated

Irliscellaneous t

Coal fragment
Mortar ~~d plaster

Prob~ Date'

preG-Rev~
1670-1750

Quanti tv

1

2

hr 4 .0 gm~
3 3 gm ....,

"'1'

_2_ L~ 3
.;.~:':.f".~:::

• gm~~~tH'9

2 ·~7i·:.~.:·;.
2 . :~:~.:,': :..

1 '~j~:~-;i:.
":, ,':' '::~:..,\. ...

~ "\ ..~/::..
i ..

' ..

2
2]
1

10 22 • 8 grn •
?
./

301- ,7 gm.
1
1

48
.~
.1.

1

i

< 0 7 gm ,.1 :

16 • '" gm ..
~

.-'
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Stratum Cat.No. Specimens Frob. Date

TEST EXCAVATION NO.i (continued)
Quantity

Orange brown 12
sand with
yellow &
black
mottling

Glassf
Window glass fragment- Patinated
Window glass fragment- Green

Mortar and plaster

Br'own
silt 13

1600-1802
CeramicSt

Delft sherd

Yellow
silty
sand

15 No specimens

TOTAL-TEST EXCAVATION NO~i -15b

TEST EXCAVATION NO.2
Surface 4 Metalt

Iron nail.fragment
Cerarnics~

Red brick fragmentsGlass t .

Bottle fragment- Light olive
Miscellaneous I

Shoe. sole fragment
Wood fragments

Mortar and plaster
Food remains ~

Large mammal bone fragment

Brown Metalt
Iron nail{?)
Iron sheet fragment

Ceramics ~
Red brick fragments

Glass!
Bottle neck- green, molded

Miscellaneoust
~Jood charcoal

-J. - -
1
1

2

1
1

Q
o

1·

2

1

i
2

1
i

J

1

1
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·Stratum Cat.No. Specimens .Pr-ob , Date Quantity

TEST EXCAVATION NO.2 (continued)
Surface 6 Mortar and plaster G.7 grn<
( cont ~d) Food rernains~

Oyster shell (weighed & discarded) 1 1,i gm.g

Dark brown 9 Metal~
sandy silt Iron nail fragments 5

Ceramics i·

Red brick fragment 1
Glassl

vline bottle fragment-Green, patinated 1
Window glass fragment-Green 1

Food remains;
Oyster shell (weighed & discarded) g 2~5 gro.

10

Dark brown 11 Metal:
sandy .sil t Iron nail fragments 2
with ash Miscellaneous2

Wood charcoal 1 1.8 gm~
Food remains!

Oyster shell (weighed & discarded) 2 1.0 gm.-o
Yellow 1~1,.
silty sand

Miscellaneous 8

\vooa charcoal 1-
1

TOTAL-TEST EXCAVATION NO.2 -12

1 Metals
Iron sickle blade
Iron spike-· 17cm. long~ spoon tip
Iron nails- ~Tought
Iron nail- machine cut
Iron nail fragment
Iron screw

CRAWL SPACE SURFACE
19th. c,

2
1870-present i

1
1.



-------------------Appendix A c 5 i

.§.1ratum Cat .No.

i

..

2

SIJecimens Prob. Date
CRAWL SPACE SURFACE (continued)

Ceramics:
Earthenware sherd- red, lead glaze, 18th c.

slip decoration
Creamware sherd- bowl base~ knurled 1750-1820

decoration around foot
Pearly~re sherds- faether edget green 1790-1810
Pearlware sherd- hand painted, under 1780ts

glaze blue, imitation Chinese porcelain
Red brick fragments

Glass:
Wine bottle fragments- thick, dark green
Wine-bottle neck and lip- dark green, 1780-1790«8

lip tooled over string
Window glass- pale green
Container fragment- thin, clear

Miscellaneous'
Shoe bottom- straight last* laces, 1812-1860*

iron nailst wooden pegs
Shoe fragment- same shoe as above 1812-1860
Leather strap

Mortar and plaster
Food Remainsl

Pelvic fragment- large mammal
Tooth fragment- ma~~al
Vertebra- bird
Oyster shell (weighed & discarded)

TOTAL-SURFACE OF CRAWL

Quantity

1

1

2
1

3

5
1

3
-1

1

1
1

8.8 gm,,-

1
i
i

SPACE-3~-
20,,0 gm.

, SURFACE OUTSIDE OF STRUCTURE
Ceramics;

Pearlware- transfer print 1795-1840 1TOTAL-SURFACE OUTSIDE-OF STRUCTURE -1

*n.do.Greenfield Village and Henry Ford Museum
TOTAL-ALL SPECIMENS -223
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Greenfie.ld .Village and Henry Ford Museum
n.d.. Jpdus_trial Heri tage U.S •A.z - A l?.!.9_~nt.ennial Exh i.b i t.i9.n

Th.e Evolu tiotLQ.L...AmericanIndustry- From the collections
of Greenfield .Village and Henry Ford Museum. Presented

.in cooperatipn with twenty-six industrial organizations
National Regiiter of Historic Plices1976 Feder~~ ~egister Part. II Vol. 41, no. 2815991.

Salwenv

1974

Theodore HI> M.
The Frie..llillL}leeting House. Flushi.ng, Long Island.·
An Jtxam!nation of 59me ljJQQ.,qe'p_Str_~tural._Memb~r§.-
Unpublished ms. . : . .
Bert, Sarah Bridges and J'oel Klein
An Archaeological Reconnaisance at the Plater Claesen
Wyckoff House, Kings County, New York. The BUlletin,
New York State Archaeological Association, No. 61126-
38~

Pr'ud on ,
1976

South,
1.971

Stanley
Ceramic Analysis Tools for Eighteenth Century Coloni~l
Englist) Sites. The-..QQl1.ference ...Q!l.....Histortc ~l;tes
ftrchaeologX-?apers Vol.~opposite p.Ss.


