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I\BSTRACT
Documentation of Block 8218, Lot 26 in Brooklyn was undertaken

for the New York City Department of General Services, Division of Real
Property to determine its history and archaeological potential. A
primary goal was to establish whether or not it was or ever had been a
cemetery and to locate any burials through archival research. Since
the site's surface has apparently been altered over time, there is nc
obvious indication of its function; however, research indicated it h~~
been part of an active graveyard at least through 1907, and, although
no cemetery plans were located, many burials documented in a gravesto:i~
survey and cemetery registry and remembered by longtime local resider~s
undoubtedly remain. Although past and recent ground disturbance may
limit the efficacy of appropriate field testing methods such as remot~
sensing, this kind of testing remains the most appropriate for verify-
ing these findings. It should be noted. that testing would be required
of the City in the event that the property is sold and redeveloped fo.:
use other tnan a cemetery .
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)"NTRODUCTOP.Y SUI1HA....~Y iiliD RECOMHENDATIONS

Introductorv Slli~nary

This report presents the doc~mentation of Block 8218 Lot 26,

:mJ a city-owned property in the Borough of Brooklyn (Figures 1 and

2). The research was undertaken for New York City's Department of

-:'J'..
-'-'-

General Services, Division of Real Property, to determine the

site's known history and its archaeological potential. A major

concern was to establish whether or not the site was or is a

][] cemetery, and, if so, to ascertain the location of graves through

archival research.
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The property comprises _43 of an acre located on the east

side of E. 91st street, approximately 155 ft. south of Avenue J

(see Plates 1-3). Its northern boundary is formed by Church Lane,

a unpaved dirt rOed not found on modern city mapSi to the east, ~.....
J.L

abuts the land of Grace Protestant Church, an institution with

origins dating to the early-1840s. Over its 145 year history, the

church has been housed in r nr ee structures built on the same si te

aud has been renamed four times. Approxim?-tely one year after the

first structure was built in 1842, the land surrounding it was

granted to the ~cwn of Flatlands by John Remsen, a local resident

with extensive land holdings. Although the deed does not define

its use, it is accepLed that this acre was intended as a burial

g~ound (another Remsen deed for land on Blocks 8217 and 8218 to a

John Wilson does specify tha~ one of two acres should be used as a

burial ground). By virtue of incorporation of the five boroughs
, .

in 189B, this Flatlands property, which had become ~ graveyard for

the church, eventually became city property. Records indicate the

-1-
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Plate 1. A composite view of the project site (arrow) looking east from E. 9lst
St. and Chu:<:ch La , Chain-link fence '...'as installed by the city in 1986 when the
perimeter of -the sit.e was also filled. The cnur ch building now comb.i ne s ar, 1895
structure (left) with one from 1869/70 (right). Photo taken prior to a scheduled
InoHing. Geismar 5/28/87.

Plate 2. composite vi ew looking wes t. along Church La. to 9lst St.
cn the Le f t, and the Schenck house en the right ~ide of Cnu.rc h La.

The church is
.r... 3-story con-

dominium on ~. 9ls\: St. "las built in 1984/85 on Block 8217 Lot
ec. \·:ith an a:crov;). 1,:0I:e that the entin" wes t.e r n half c f the
been graded up since t:he early 19305 (compare w i t.h Plate 7).

48 (the site is mark-
site appears to have
Ge\smar 5/28/67

-,

-:J-

>.



I. ·,---::r:l·-~,ll.j
j

-·8
1

';=1
l
t

'---71.r-UlJ
1_-"1
~I
j

Plate 3. Same v~ew as Plate 1 taken in June after mowing. Th~ elevation of
the project site in relation to the lane to the left appears to be the result
of f i Lli nq that per haps can be related to grading of E. 9Ist St. The perimeter
of th", site '.va s aLao graded when the chain··link fence was installed by the city
in 1986. Geisma~ 6/11/87
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• site comprised more than half of a functJ.oning graveyard where at

least 150 burials are documented from 1846 to 1907; of these, 91
apparently were never exhumed and therefore could remain on the
site in unmarked graves; however, this number can be reduced by at
least two, the minimum number of burials destroyed during sewer
excavations in 1932 (see below; also Table I, Appendices A and B).

In the twentieth century, an unfortunate series of events
affected the graveyard, and by the second decade of this century
it had become virtu3.lly inactive (a single exhumation is recorded

in 193J. [see Table 1]). Local lore has it that its abandor~ent
coincides with the act of a bereaved father who toppled all the
gravestones after his young son was killed by a falling headstone
while playing in the cemetery. Local lore as well as newspaper
clippings dOClli~entthe destruction of graves in 1932 vihen 2 sewer
was run in anticipation of the opening of E. 9Ist Street. By the

1960s, the site apparently became known as "India.n Cemetery" al-
though it is referred to as "Old Cemetery'! in the Canarsie Ceme-

tery registry (1899-1952), and borough historians doubt its
Indian-burial association (an 1890 atlas does indicate an Indian
buria.l ground northvrest of the site [see PIa.te 8]). .,,_1though it
may never ha.ve been used for Native American burials, the site is
apparently situated on the periphery or just beyond the planting
f~elds of what is believed by many to have been an extensive
early-histor-ic N"ative American settlement, or village site (see
Figure 5). However, some scholars question this classification

,
\vhich is based mainly on the presence cf huge shell heaps,
apparently the debris of wampL~ manufacture (see Native American

Considerations, this report).

-6-
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Within the last two years, tbve city has filled the perimeter

of the site with sand fill and installed a chain-link fence. A

site walkover suggested tha~ more extensive fill, perhaps pre-dat-

iog city ownership, masks any evidence of a cemetery function; this

is particularly true of the western portion of the site.

Since no church records were available to locate grave sites,

information came from local residents now in their 80s who remember

the cemetery in the early part of this century. All of them recall

gravestones directly behind the church, a situation suggested by

maps that document the cemetery's gradual spread eastward toward

the church building (compare Figures 7-10 and Plate 9).

In SWRmary, research has indicated that the project site was

functioning as a cemetery by 1846 if not before and that this func-

tion persisted into the first decades of the twentieth century.

There is ample documentation in maps, deeds, city tax and cume t ery

records, remnants of old graveston~s, newspaper articles, and from

local informants to identify it as a cemetery site where burials

undoubtedly remain; what is more conjectural is the location of

these burials. However, it appears that grave sites were located

throughout the project area, vlith the more recent ones perhaps

being those located nearest the church.

Recorrmendations
While no records were found to document specific grave

sites, it does appear they were and are located in the project

area. Unfortunately, the project site apparently has been cover-

ed by fill wh i ch masks any ground depressions that could indicate

these locations. This fill would also make it difficult La use

remote sensing techniques or to analyze soil variation to identify

·~7-
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these sites, a situation compounded by information that the sur-

face of the project area may have been plowed over in the past.
A major goal of this research was to assess whether or not

the property was used as a cemetery. and this has been accomplish-
ed. Ideally, an appropriate field testing progam would confirm or
negate this finding. However, because it is a cemetery, tradition-
al field testing techniques, such as shovel tests or trenching,
;{Quld be inappropriate; moreover, given the site's disturbance and
current conditions, suitable field testing comprising remote sens-
ing conceiveably may prove less than conclusive. Consequently, no
reco~nendation is being made for testing unless the property is
sold or will be used for something other than a cemetery.

The findings and recommendations presented here are based on
the detailed, documented information found in the following
sections. Research sources included the written histories cited in
the text, Kings County tax, conveyance, and wills information, as
v/ell as the collections of the New York and Brooklyn Public librar-
ries, the Brooklyn, Canarsie, and New York Historical Societies,
and the New York society Library. In addition, interviews were
conducted with local residents, such as Ben DuBose and Elsie Oberg
(President and Vice-president of the Canarsie Historical Society
respectively), stephen Ruppert (President of the Board of Trustees
of the Grace Protestant Church), Henry Lang, Edith Hilson, and
Lillian Winterberg Gladwish, who is 84 years old and gre\vup in the
house next to the church where she still lives. ,

-8-
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NATIVE AMERICAN CONSIDERATIONS

Many of us who live or work in or near Brooklyn may be un-
aware that it is actually part of Long Island. From earliest
recorded time the western portion of the island was peopled by

Native Amer i can s belonging to the Algonk.i.anlanguage group that
dominated the e2stern seaboard.

What became the township of Flatlands was originally also
known as New p~ersfo[oJrt, a namesake of a Dutch town just as the
contemporaneous settlement on Manhattan was named for the city of

,~ersterdam (see Historical Considerations, this report). Canar-

sie I a village in Flatlands, is..believed by Tooker, an authority
on Indian place names, to mean the fenced place (Tooker 1911:

32). Whether this originally referred to a Native .i\mericanvil-
lage site established by or at the time of Dutch settlement or to
the entire Canarsie area remains unknown (Tooker 1911:32-33) (see
Ceci 1977 for a discussion of the effect of contact on local
Native American organizationi also Black 1981). Tooker documents
the earliest use of the name in a 1647 deed (TOOKer 1911:32).
Apparently, an even earlier name for this area vias t'Keskaech-
querem'l (Tooker 1911:78) or "Ke skateuv/" (Van y,tyck1924), a refer-
ence to the three flats of Flatland, an area believed to have
comprised as many as 15,000 acres (Van \Yyck 1924; see Figure 3
this report) or as few as 9,000 (Stiles 1884:64).

In the early part of the twentieth century, Reginad P.
Bolton used historic records and archaeological data to recon-

,struct Indian paths and trails throughout the five boroughs. His
research indicates that Kings County was crossed by many of these

-9-
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traiJ.sr one of them leading to the "village" of Canarsie (Figure

4); archaeologically, this "village" was identified mainly if not

solely by "in'unenseshell heaps," 2.ttesting to intensive manu-
facture of wampum that was probably a post-contact phenomenon
(ceci 1977). Today, these shell middens are buried under fill
(Black 1981:10-11). In historical timesr this path became Can-
arsie Road (now E. 92nd Street) which defines the eastern bound-
ary of the project block (see Figure 2). Bolton described the

canarsie (or Canarsee) site as "a village siter and exten.sive
planting field, extended back from Canarsie Beach Park as far as
Avenue Jr centered on East 92nd Street" (Bolton 1933:146). It is
possible that the project site '.'laspart of the "planting fields"
that apparently stretched north of the village; butr according to
a map compiled by James Kelly, the Kings County historian (Kelly

1940, Figure 5 this report) i ....._L 1S situated beyond these fields.
In addition, deeds from the first half of the nineteenth century
identify the project site as woodlotsr suggesting it may never
have been cleared (see Historical Considerations).

Sometime in the 19605r the pro j ect; site was dubbed "Indian
Cemetery I" howeve-rI there is no historical or archaeological data
to support this. An 1890 atlas map does indicate an "Indian
Burial Ground" situated northwest of the project area adjacent to
the now-defunct Varken's Hook Road (see Plate 8). Since thenr H

86th Street would have been graded through it on the west and
Flatlands Avenue now runs about 100 ft. to the north.

With an Indian path running nearby, it seems t-Li.keLy that t.ne
project area would have been utilized by early-historic Native

-11-
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~~ericans even though it was not part of the village core. How-

ever, this use would undoubtedly have been transient, and it would
appear that any evidence for it--perhaps a projectile point lost
in the hunt--would have been disturbed or rendered irretrievable
through subsequent activities on the project site. This includes
the digging of graves, the possible plowing of the surface more
than fifty years ago (Oberg 1987:personal communication), and
filling suggested by the site topography observed during a recent
. . .....

VlSlL.. ,

PROJ:2CT SITE HISTORY .'\ND DEVELOPi'1ENT

Historical Considerations
While there appears to be little or no question that New

Amers£ort (.c..meresfoort)was the earliest Dutch sett.Lemerit; on Long

Island (e.g., Tooker 1911:32), some question remains about its
settlement date. Some scholars think it could have been contem-
poraneous with Dutch settlement on Manhattan in 1624 (Stiles
1884:64-65), or it may not have occurred until 1636 (Thompson
1918:412), It is agreed, however, that the first plantation
established in the town was "Achtervelt, II or "beyond the great

flats" (Stiles 1884:64), New Amers£oort was originally named
after the city in Holland that was the home of Wolfert Gerretse
(Van Kouwenhoven), one of the original patentees. In time, its

descriptive name, Flatlands, superseded New ~~ersfoort as its

name.
The project area lies in the village of Canarsie in the

-',-

township of Flatlands, which the State recognized as a town in
1788 (Stiles 1884:68) _ At its settlement more than 150 years

-It!-



�before, the three flats of Flatlands comprised mixtures of salt

meadows, forest lands, and prairies (Stiles 1884:65), a combin-

ation of resources that would have made them ideal for settle-

ment. It was the we st.ernmo s t; flat--v;est of the project area--

where this settlement first occurred.

It appears that Canarasie's boundaries remained in question

for years: three seventeenth century English patents defining and

redefining this tract span two decades and the tenure of three

governors. These included Nicols (1667), Lovelace (1669), and

Dongan (1685) (e.g., Thompson 1918:415-421). The 1685 patent

seems to. have been the last from the crown .

.ZUnong the first recorded conveyances to include what; became

the project block dates from 1687 and is between Abram Joorissene and Alltie Stryker, his wife, and Captain Court Stevense.

veys land inherited by·A1ltie Stryker (Liber of Deeds [hereafter

It con-

LD] 1:52). Subsequent deeds are recorded over the years, but in

terms of eventual development of the project site, a 1769 deed to

Johannes Remsen (recorded in 1(96) is important. This property,

acquired from the estate of his cousin, Cornelieus '!oorheise,

comprised several holdings, among them ~/hat would become Blocks

8218 and 8217 (Index of Conveyances for Kings County [hereafter

IC]:Blocks 8218, 8217; LD 7:53-56)).

The Remsen family, descending from Rem Jansen Vanderbeeck

who had arrived here from Holland in 1642, has been established on

Long Island for more than 300 years (e.g., Hamm 1902:73-J4). John
-,

Remsen, the grantor of a 60 ft. square lot to the Methodist Pro-

testant Church of Canarsie in 1842 (LD 942:534ff), and the sur-

-15-
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rounding acre that includes the project site to the Town of Flat-

lands in 1843 (LD 922:210-213), apparently was a sixth generation

Remsen (Remsen Family Records 1878:48). Moreover, the extensive

holdings described in Liber 7 were left to him in 1827 by his
uncle, Johannes Remsen, who apparently died childless (Liber of

Wills [hereafter LW] 3:172££). In compliance with his fatheris

"/ill of 1809 (Li'~ 2:142£f), when John accepted this inheritance

from his uncle, he gave up one from his father.
Stiles notes that although Flatlands Neck, or canarsie,

where this land is located was both maizeland cultivated by Native

Arneri.cans and flats, much of the town was dense f orest; that re-
mained unsettled (Stiles 1884:71). Restrictions found in the Rem-
senls 1843 deed to Flatlands in which he reserves the right to cut
and access "t i.moer , trees I and underwood nov; standing, qrow i nq ,
and being on the premises'l (LD 922: 210-213) attests to the fact
this property was then undeveloped. This condition is also docu-
mented on a map of the Battle of Brooklyn found in Stiles (1834:

opposite Page 50, Figure 6 this report). This map not only indi-

cates that no Revolutionary War activity occurred directly in the
project area, it also reveals that dense woods then existed on the

.....SlLe. Based on this information, it can be seen that development

prior to its use as a cemetery is not an issue.
History and Dev€:_opment of the Church aEd Cemetery Sites

Because their histories are interrelated, a brief history of

the church as well as the cemetery will be presented here
-,

As noted in the introduction, the name of the church that
stands on the corner of Church Lane (also Canarsie Road, the Road

-16-
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to Lott's House, the Road to the Landing) and E. 92nd Street (also
the Road to Canarsie Landing or the Road to the Landing) has

changed four times in its 145 year history. After perhaps as much
as a decade of meeting in congregants' homes (Strang 1905), five

trustees were elected on August 3, 1841, and the congregation be-
came the Methodist Protestant Church in Canarsie (Liner of Reli-
gious Corporations 1:64-65). In the following year, as mentioned

in the previous section, John and Catherine Remsen sold a 60 ft.
square building lot on the corner at Church Lane and Canarsie Road
to the church for one dollar (LD 942:534). This transaction is
particularly interesting since Remsen and his family vlere Dutch
Reformed, not Methodist (church records and wills document the
familyfs religious affiliation).

More than a year later, in a deed that cites the Methodist
Church at Canarsie as a boundary, the Remsens sold the acre sur-
rounding the church to the Town of Flatlands for seventy-five
dollars (LD 922:210-13; see Figure 7 this report). While it is

cOIT~only believed this land was intended as a burial ground, the
'~ deed contains no such stipulation. As noted earlier, Remsen's

only deed restriction was to retain the right to tilnber and wood--l
"

---'-""""' then standing on the site.

It has been suggested that Remsen may have wanted this land
for a town burial ground with the understanding that the chllrch
would use and maintain it (DuBose 1087:personal communication).
On the other hand, a deed for 2 acres executed to John \~ilson on
the same day as the Flatlands conveyance does contain the proviso
that one acre is to "be used as a burying ground. II Remsen again

-18-
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BLOCK 8218 LOT 26 DOCUMENTATION Chutch Land Acquistions 1842-
1954 (based on LD 5892:181 and City Title Insurance policy 1128242)11111

AVENUE J
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........
:::::::.: p;:oject site
--- acre cOl1'ieyed to Flatlands by John Remsen in IS/i3

church site lot conveyed by John Remsen in 1842
property conveyed to church in 1879

t:~.~\{tGproperty convayad to church in 1895
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reserves the right to t~nber trees and access (LD 186:350-352).

It appears this proposed burial ground was in the vicinity of the

Flatlands acre, but just where is a question (possibly, it was 10-
cated west or south of the project site). Whatever its location,
by 1846, if not before, the project site comprising the land ex-
tending behind the church to Remsen Avenue had become a burial
ground (see below).

By 1869, the church building had fallen into disrepair and
money was raised to construct a new one. At this time, the old
structure was apparently moved north on Canarsie Road where it was
raised and a store built under it (Strang 1905:18}. Soon
the church was rebuilt on its original site (Plate 4), it was

incorporated and the name changed from the Methodist Church in
Canarsie to The First Methodist Church of Canarsie._(Certificates
of Incorporation 1:20). Subsequent name changes have included the
First Methodist Protestant Church of Canarsie (1894) and the Grace
Protestant Church of Brooklyn, its name since 1940 (Church
Records:Resolution, 1940).

A picture from the Church files (Plate 4) shows the second
church on the corner of Church Lane and Canarsie Road (E. 92nd
Street). In 1893, this structure was moved to the south and a

third church, begun in 1894, was dedicated in February, 1895
(Building Agreemen~ 1894i Strang 1905:24); this structure, with
the 1870 building appended as a hall, still stands today (Plate
5). Over the years, the church acquired the land a4jacent to it

"on E. 92nd Street; its most recent acquisition (in 1954) is the
property that forms the southern boundary of the project site (see
Figure 7).
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Plate 4. View of the second church structure built 1869/70 on ~he corner of Church La.
and E. 92nd St. (sometimes called Canarsie Raae or the Road to Ca:1a::.-sieLanding). The
undated photo is frem 'the archive of the Grace Protestant Church and WC'.S made available
oy Ben DuBose f president of the Canarsie Historical Society, The bui.Ldinq .....as moveri
south and became the hall of the new church built in 1895 that still stands on the si~e.
(see Plate 5). Wh~le the photo is'undated, it p:.obably ~as taken in the early-1890s.
:Geismar e/ll/37

Plate 5. 'rhe tni.rd church building on the same si t.c , nov the Grace Protestant Church.
IIie,,' f rorn the east side of E. 92no St. looking sou thwes t , Not:e the hall ·(arrmoJ) wh Lch
is the 1869/70 structure shown in Plate 4 moved to its present location. Its roof has
been al tercd , but the \·:,indmoJs identify th'25tructure.. Geismar 6/11/67
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While old photographs of the church have been located (see
Plates 4, 6, and 7), at this writing Done have been found of the

cemetery. Nor has the search produced any maps showing specific
grave sites. However, longtime residents of the neighborhood
recall that by the early years of this century, gravestones were
situated just behind and next to the church (wilson 1987;personal
cornmuni.ca'ti.on: Gladwish 1987:personal comnn.mication). Late Dine-
teenth- and early-twentieth century maps not only document the
cemetery, but also suggest over time its boundary spread eastward

toward the church (Figures 8-10, Plates 8 and 9).
Tax records from 1931 list Block 3218, Lot 26, as cemetery

owned by the IvIethodistEpiscopal Churchl and therefore tax
exempt (Brooklyn Tax Rolls [hereafter BTR] 1931). By 1951, when
the project site had been ~cknowledged as City property2, it

was still exempt but merely listed as vacant land, not a cemetery
(BTR 1951). Unfortunately, tax data are incomplete because these
records are currently being moved. However, it does appear the
project site belongs to the city by virtue of the Law cited in
footnote 2 (below). Although its use as a cemetery does not
appear to have been specified in the original deed, its graveyard

lAlthough there is no mention of an Episcopal affiliation in
the Church names, a merger with the Methodist Episcopal Church
and the Methodist Episcopal Church South is cited in a Resolu-
tion Dated April 3, 1940, found in the Grace Protestant Church
records.
2 This was accomplished by virtue of provisions of ~hapter 739
of the Laws of 1948 aQ~inistrative Code Section 384~11 which
gives title to any burial ground formerly the public property of
any town, village, or city now part of the City of New York
(Corporation Counsel Findings, May 11, 1965:#60568).
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'Place 6. Vievl from Church La. looking east to 92nd St. in 1928. Note lower elevation
of the project site (arrow) than shown on Plates 1 and 3 a~d the dense growth. A caption
for the photo notes the church was then abandoned, apparently a mistake since church

~~inutes report activities at this time (Baisley 1964). New York City Photographs
~~YPL 0116 eli copy Geismar 6/87

r
I

I

Plate "1. f1. 1933 vi.ewof the church and project site across f i eIdsrand :y.a::ds.-Notice
the Schenck house aCl:OSS f rorn the church on Church La. whi.ch also appears in Plate 2.
By this time t E. 91st St. has been opened (arrov-) and the cemetery area appears better
cared for than in 1928. Again, the caption notes the church's abandonment which, again,
is refuted by Church minutes (Baisley 1964). New York City Photographs N¥PL 0116 C2~
c02Y Geismar 6/87
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Plate 8. Detail from 1890 Robinson Atlas showing the graveyard on the pro-
ject site (arrow). Note the "Indian Burying Ground" (circled) to the north-
west. NYPL Hap Divisionr copied "by Geismar 6/87

J

]

]

Plate 9. The 1890 Robinson Atlas in
It can be seen that graveyard behind
shown on earlier maps (see Figures 8
(see Figure 10). NYPL Map Division,

ft.greater detail than shown in Plate 8._
the church has spread closer to it than
and 9); it will get even closer by 1909
copied by Geismar 6/87
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status is well documented (see below). Head and foot stone frag-
ments taken from the cemetery and now in the possession of the

Grace Protestant Church corroborate this documentation. And

finally, insurance maps that span the years from 1928 to 1986

indicate the cemetery once extended across Blocks 8218, Lot 26,

and 8217, Lot 48. Unfortunately, alterations are not dated, but
at some point the cemetery designation was limited to the proje~t
sitei the most recent update has eliminated the cemetery desig-
nation altogether (see Figure II), but this sequence can be seen
under pasted-on alterations.

In the early part of this century, the unfortunate death of
the young boy mentioned in the introduction occurred, casting a

pall on the cemetery (Lillian Winterberg Gladwish, an octagen-
erian who grew up next door to the church, was in her yard when

Charlie Jiles was crushed to death by a falling headstone ([81ad-
wish 1987:personal communication]). Between 1931 and 1951, at
least two events occurred that also adversely affected the pro-
ject site: A local newspaper account graphically described the
destruction of skeletons and caskets during trenching for a sewer
being laid prior to grading E. 9Ist Street betHeen Avenue K and
Church Lane in the spring of 1932 (Canarsie Courier April 29,
1932). The opening of the road soon after eventually cut the
original property into two parts (see Figures 10 and 11, also
Plates 6 and 7).

In 1977, the City sold the segment of this property that
"

lies west of E. 91st Street (Block 8217, Lot 48) to a developer .
In 1984, the State Supreme Court overturned the provision that
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the property must be used as a cemetery, a decision based on the

supposed abandonment and inactivity of t.hegraveyard by the turn of

the century. Moreover, in part it was based on the court finding
that the city has no record of any interments or disinterments at
the cemetery since 1900 or before (Decision 1984:3). Table 1 pre-
sents data to the contrary as recorded in a gravestone survey done
in 1915 (Kanel 1980) and in the Canarsie Cemetery registry.

In an attempt to maintain the sitet and apparently to comply
,~ith the wishes of the church pastor, a chain-link fence was in-,
stalled by the City in 1986 (Mastandrea 1987:personal con~unica-
tioD; see Plates 1-3). At this same time, as part of the fence
installatio~, fill was deposited around the perimeter of the site
(Ranella 1987:personal communication). As mentioned earlie~, the
site terrain as well as comparison with early photographs suggests
that fill may have been put on the site prior to mangement by the
city. This fill situation may hamper the use of non-intrusive
field testing techiques, particularly in the site's ivestern por-
tiont should testing be required.
BURI.'\L DA.T.i\

In the late-1940st the City acquired the Canarsie cemetery, a
14-acre site located west of the project block on Remsen Avenue
(Mastandrea 1987:personal communication; see Figure 2). Begin-
ning in 18991 a registry book has been maintained that docQ~ents
burials in "old Cemetery" and reinterments in Canarsie Cemetery in

the twentieth century (Table 1). In addition, as noted earlierl in
-, ...1915 a survey was made of gravestones located on the project site.

In all, 8S were documented with t.woor possibly three later rein-
terred at Canarsie Cemetery (Appendices A and B). The information
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Table 1. Burial Data Relevant to Old Cemetery* (Block 8218, Lot 26
Block 8217, Lot 48)

Number of gravestones recorded at
Old Cemetery in 1915 survey1 88

N~~ber of reinterments from Old Cemetery to Canarsie
Cemetery prior to the 1915 survey2 56

N~~ber of interments in Old Cemetery neither
listed on the 1915 survey nor reinterred
at Canarsie Cemetery2 6

Total burial~ recorded at or from
Old Cemetery ,~ 150

Known reinterments in Canarsie Cemetery of burials
recorded during 1915 survey1,2 2

Possible reinterments in Canarsie Cemetery of
burials recorded during 1915 survey1,2 1

Total nwnber of known burials reinterred
at Canarsie Cemetery 59

Minimum nlli~berof recorded burials assumed to have
remained in Old Cemetery 915

Earliest known burial in Old Cemetery 18464
Latest known burial in Old cemetery2 1907
Latest known reinterment from Old Cemetery
to Canarsie Cemetery2 1931

*Historically, the pro j ect site has been referred t.oas "Old
Cemeteryll rather than Indian Cemetery, and is therefore the
name used here.
lKanel 1980 (see Appendix A)
2Canarsie Cemetery Registry 1899-1952 (see Appendix B)
3The gravestone for Eliza Schmeelke recorded in 1915

apparently marked an exhwned burial; since this is weLl.
documented, it must be assumed that other doclli~ented
gravestones marked active g~aves.

4An earlier burial (1832) was recorded during the 1915
gravestone survey, but the compiler is convinced this
is erroneous information (Kanel 1980: entrv 26).

511inima11y, t.wobodies were exhwned during 19'32'sewer excavations
(Canarsie Courier 1932), leaving 89 possible burials.
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from these two sources (summarized in Table 1) suggests that 91

burials conceivably remained in Old Cemetery (Blocks 8218, Lot 26

and 8217, Lot 48), but, as mentioned above, an unknmvn number of

these were apparently exhwned and destroyed during sewer excava-
tions in 1932.

The news pape r account of the event documents "pa rt.s of skel-

etons, skulls, shin bones, ribs, thigh bones, and metal casket

handles along with bits of rotted garments" upheaved during the

excavation (Canarsie Courier 1932). Since children are reported

to have played with at least two skUlls, at least two burials were

exhUIned. This leaves 89 burials that may still have remained on

the t.wo blocks. since local residents remember gravestones di-
rectly behind the church (see above) and extending to Remsen

Avenue, it can be assQmed that at least some of these burials

remain on the site. It is conceivable that the sewer excavation
and possibly plowing have left some of these burials in a highly

disturbed condition.

SUpmARY ABD CONCLUSIONS

Documentation of Block 8218, Lot 26 has revealed that al-

though the project site was patented in the seventeenth century

and reconveyed during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, no

historical events occurred that warrant concern. Nor are Native

Ame ri.can resources an issue. Ho v"ever, burial records and a ceme-

tery survey as well as newspaper articles and tax records indicate

the site was a cemetery that functioned from at least 1846 until

1906 and that burials undoubtedly remain. ",Moreover, although no

cemetery plans to/erelocated, longtime residents remember grave-
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stones in the project are~. It appears that prior to sewer exca-

vations in 1932, at least 91 burials may have been located in the

cemetery which then included the proeject site and extended across

E. 9Ist street, onto Block 8217, Lot 48. It has to be assumed

that although gravestones were toppled and removed, and although

remain on the site. I ..

East 91st Street was sey/ered and graded right through the ceme-

tery, and although plowing may have occurred, many of these

burials--albeit possibly in disturbed condition--undoubtedly

The City has owned the property since 1948, although the

antecedents for this ownership are somewhat vague. In 1986, in an

eyesore, sand fill was deposited around the perimeter of the site
f
j
I

I
I
t,

attempt to maintain what had become c. hazardous nuisance and an

and it was fenced. This fill, as well as possible site distur-

bance occurring since the turn of the century, may make it diffi-

cult to ascertain where burials are located through appropriate,

non-intrusive, field testing techniques (ideally, soil testing and

remote sensing would be most appropriate). However, of all pos-

sible methods, remote sensing continues to be the best suited .

Based on the doc~mentary evidence, the site's development

should a testing program be required.

history, and present site conditions, no field testing program is

reco~ne~ded as long as the site remains in the public trust and is

undeveloped. Should the site be slated for sale, however, an

appropriate field testing program would have to be instituted

prior to the sale to determine the number and extent of. burials

involved.
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B;LOCK 8218 LOT 26 DOCUMENTATIOU 1915 d~avestone survey (ContinUed)11 A If
(Kanel1980)

TR~NSC~IUER'S FUUWA~U

On 11and a v . 'I 0 c t 0 b e r 19 15, J C!mr. 5 l-I. :::u r del e Y 0 F B r c ~ ~ I 'f n I New Y ark r

rade the elevated tratn MarKed "Canarsle" to the Flatlands Avenue Station and
ua Ike d sou 1. halon s E. 92 n d S t r e e!. tOe h u r c h l_a n e, ~Iher e the N e 1. hod i s t Pro t e s ;.ant
Church of Canarsle was situated. He had come tn COpy ~he tnformation off the
gravestones, but he was surpr1sed at what he Found:

"Fh i s c em e t e r v IS not Kert UP a t a l l . Fence i s a lm o s t all gone; about
one-thlrd of the stones ~re Fallen do~n. The vard is Full of 111-~ePt
shrub~ery. Grass is high. Tins and PaPEr rubblsh are all ab~ut the
yard. Peorle use It as a thorOU9hfare and children play about the vard."

Around 1900, w~en she would VISlt Canarsle on Sundays, MY grandmother. Edna
O"Brien Haines, saw qUite a dl~Ferent scene. She described it In 1956:

"[Uncie William and Aunt Annie Hoyt] were ~ood Methodlsts, and iF.
by any chance, we arrived early on Sunday, I always [attended]
their Sundar School ••• !admired the little Jld country church,
with the hlsh whi~e steerle and the grave stenes all around it.
It presented a 9uaint scene to me, and I loved to looK at it,
even from a distance."

What happened in the intervenlns 15 years? I do not Know, althoush
there are probably P20ple alive today who still remember. One clue lS oFFered
bv Ha t t i s Hall Si.rans, ~Iho in 1805 wrote "The History of the Me~hodlst
Protestant Church of Canarsie, New YorK", in WhlCh she lamented the Fact that
" ... Fer SOMe reason or other these sood [CanarsleJ peorle do not turn out to
the !i e r III c e s oFt he. r c hu r- c h the w a~' 1. he~' u~edt aye aT'S as 0 • " F a r \.1hat e I) e r
reason, care of the gra~eYard was allowed to lapse. and ~y 1315 i~ had
desenerated to th~ state observed by Earaeley.

My Fourth 3reat srandfather Wl111Jrn H, G051ln~ was burl€G In the
MethodIst Churchyard in 1854; hiS second ~IF! ~as burled With hIm a~out 1899;
hiS son James 8. Gosline was bUTled there in l85~. Mv Fourth great srand-
parents Henry anJ 5drah Morrison were burled In the churchYa~d .n 1858 and
1875, respectlve!y. ! U15ite~ the church of my Forebears. now known as Grace
Plot e s tan t C h 1.1r c 1":. 0 n a \~e t . CGIdS a t u r day, ',~2 Mar chi 9 81} • r h P. c h ']r c h b u 1 !oj in 9
~a5 ne~~ and well-kePt, and the church's ccnsresatlon and current mlnlster,
PhilIP A. Neet:. o~ulouslr ta~e a great deal of pride In their Church. Ihe
5rave:·'ard, howel,er, ~Jas sone. In the years aFter EardeleY/~, IJI51", E. 83rd
Street was Extended across the western enQ of the c~meter1, r~qUlrlnS about Sl~

feet of Fill ouer the original sround level. Later when E. 92nd Street was
raIsed. FIll was removed from the north edse of the graveyard, eXPoslns bones
and headstone Fragments. According to Carl F. Ruppert, Jr •• Secretary of the
church, children rode their blCycles around town weartng sKuhls on thell' heads.
The exposed remains 'were later collected and buried 1n a mass 'grave In the
Canarsie Cemetery on ReMsen Avenue. Today thr.re IS no S19n that any sraves
ever stood beslde t~e white church. The lana west o~ the church is covered
wit h p i I e 5 0 F d i r Lan d con ere t e F 1 I I . A Ion 90 the no I' the d 90 e 0 F the pro per t y •
~ud 2nd broken 91ass MarK the 51te of the old Fill re~oual. frash IS scattered
alJiJut. and the entire area Is.overgrown with tall weeds, fhe con~resar.ton 15

workins to restoro the church 9round~. but Jt takes a lon9 t.Me to undo the
eFfects of 60 1ear~ of neglect. and their slender resources are straIned.
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(continued) II A IIsu.r:vey

In 1905 Hatt:e H~lj SL;'~ng wrote.

"The Methodist people of Canarsle are prou~ of th2l' church. and well
they May be. For It IS worthr of their admiration and aiF2~tl0n.
But Just within the shado~ of Its glltterlns sPire 1125 the churchYarc,
Where ;0 many loved ones have been laid Lo rest: grandFathers and
grandmothers who loved to worshiP In the flrs~ I:ttle church, Fathers
and mothers who sought and found a 5aulour :n tne second church;
yes. and many loved ones who have latelr left Grace ChurCh to JOin
those WhO have sane on beFore. And thiS teaches us a srea: lesson;
: n a f e i4 s h art " ear 5 ;~e T.0 C 5 h i! 1 ill e ,j 0 w n t 0 I est : j) the 9 U let
churchrard. and our 5rlrl~S shal I sa out Int0 the sreat un~no~~
to ~1eet LioIJ."

She ll~t!~ SUs;'Qc!ed that nev~~ aS3i~ ~Guld al~~'o~e be laId tJ r~st In t~e
churchrard -- the- last burial observed by Eardeler was 1902 -- or that
within a few rears the 9raVeYJr~ ItSQl~ wo~ld cease tJ ex:st. Were it nat
for JaM~s and William Eardeler, the siMPle and pOlsnant ePitaphs reproduced
here would haue been lost Forever.

TRANSCR!BEij'S NUTE

The source FrOM which thiS wor~ was copfea IS a carbon copr held by
the Lons [slan~ Historical Society. The Saclety Will not allow cOPies to
be made From Its COpy by photogra~hlC or xerographic ~ean5. ThiS is dlf~icult
to understand, because their COpy, which was probably received as a donation.
would not be harmed in any way by photasraphs taken u~der normal room
11lumiITatlon. in addition, Ea~del2Y would undoubt~d!y have wanted the Fullest
P 0 s sib 1 e use tab e In a d e 0 f h j. s res e a I c h . r h e Soc 1 e t '/ n e 'I e r the I e s s a I 1G :~ son I y
hand COPies, and I :O?IEd this manuscriPt bY nan~ on 29 March !980. It 15 my

hope tha: these records wl1i be as useFul to others as they have been to ME

and t hat tho sew h 0 r E eel Vetil)' l ran s c r i s t Ion w ~ 1 I 1:1 a K ~ cop I e s a I' -3. i ia b let G
G~hers ~lthQut ImpedIment.

In reproducl~s these records. have not preserved eit~er Eardeler's
pa91n~tlon or hiS lIneation. althou9h have preserved his spelling. punctuation
and hiS unconventional use of the colon as a delineator. I ~o not know If h:s
colon indicates the or151na1 lineation on the "SraYeSlones or If It was SImply
inserted where convenient -- he used it even within his own comments and
descriPtions. [have set oFF In parentheses what [ believe to be EarUeleY's
c a ~'.tile n t san r} ,j e s c r I P t Ion s ; ~l)' c 0 III t1\ P. 1"It sa,. e e n c I 0 5 e d 1 II 5 'til a r ~ G rae i~e l. 5 •
The reader should ta~e care not to conFus2 ~he lower-case G (g) with the lower-
case S Is).

,,

F r e ,j ~l. 1\ a n e I
Cur ;', Nor 0 h I.: a r a 1 1 n a
I 5 Dec [)hi b '1 r i 3 i:J (J
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BLOCK 8218 LOT 26 DOCut1ENTATION 1915 "C1ravestone Survey (ContinUed)ll A 11
('Kanel 1980)

Can a r s i e . Kin9S County, New YOT'!';
Burial Ground: 1832-1902 [1845 overwrit~en '1832' by handJ : 89 stones:
Location -- On broad~aY, Brooklyn, New York, trtKe the eLevated tT'ain marKed
Canarsie : T'ide to the Flatlands Avenue Station: walk to East 92nd, StT'eet
[sic], BT'ooklyn, New YorK: then south alon9 this stree~ to Church lane:
then along this Lane ahout 50 feet: this CemetcT'Y is not Kept UP at all:
Fence is aLmost ali sone : about one third of the stones are fallen down:
the Yard is Full of ill kept shrubbery: grass is high: tins and paper rubbish
are all about the yard: people use it as a thor~u9h FaT'e [sic] : and children
plaY about the yard: COPied Monday 4 October 1815 by Mr. James W. Eardeley,
of Brooklyn, New Yo~k. I

t
I

I1. All yn Tho~as A. : a son of BYT'on and Annie Allyn
died 12 November 1878 : aged 11 years
(a white marble stone)

2. Flora L. : a daughter of 8yron and Annie Allyn:
di~d 14 October 1876 : ased 2 Months, and 14 days
(a white Marble stonel

3. Bebensee Henriette : born 8 February 1881 : died 15 January 1882

4. In MeMOT'Y of our biloved child Annie: (no dates;
these are both on the same stone)

5. Bennett Georse : In memory of : born 18 June 1857 :
died 8 August 1868 : aas d 11 years, one month, and 21 days
(a white marble stone)

Autumn came the leaves were Falling
Death our little one was calling
Pale and wan he srew and weakly
Bearins all his pains 50 meeKly
That to us he seemed still deaT'eT'
As the heavenly hOMe srew nearer.

6. 815195 Josephine: In memory of : born 20 May 1883
died 7 March 1888 : ased 4 years, and 10 months

J 0 5 i e tH' 1a Y the e in the. 5 i len t. ~ oa b
Sweet Blossom of a daY

We Just began to view thY bloo~
When thou u e r t called away,

7. DJUld : (no dates) COMPany Dr 127th New YorK InFantrY
8. CarMen

-,
-,George: In memoT'Y of : who depa~L~~ this liFe 26 Ausust l849

ased 20 Years, 6 ~onths and 23 jays
(a white marbie stone; all in capital leLt~rs)
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BLOCK 8218 LOT 26 Docm1ENTATI0l:1 1915:'.Gra",;-estone Survey
(Kanel 1980)

9. DaV1S

10.

11.

12.

13. Denton

14.

15.

16.

17. Du d l e v

18. Fisher

19. Ford

20.

21.

22.

23. Godfrev

2ft. Goslin

25.

Euelena : (no dates) (all are on

Rosev (no dates) a grav gran-

FranK E. (no dates) ite polished

Arabella (no dates) stone)

John: born 12 5ePte~b2r 1822 : died 31 Januarv 1867

Walter C . born 21 August 1863 died 9 May 1875
(these t~o are on the same stone)

JaIL G, born 18 Julv 1853 : died 23 June 1863

Theresa born 31 Harch 1861 : died 4 June 1863

Samuel: a son of Samuel and Sarah Ann Dudlev : "In memorv of :
"uho died 15 March 1849 : as sd one rear 5 Months. and 16 days
(a white Marble stone: alL capitaL letters)

Just liKe an earlv rose
I've seen an inFant blOOM
But death perhaps beFore it blows
Will Reep it in the tomb.

(a Po at stone i s mar k ed "S,D.")

Virsinia : Beloved wife of Alexander J. Fisher died
28 Ausust 1882 : aged 41 y~ars and 8 Months
(a white Marble stone)

Isaac G. : born 4 March l852 died
ased 6 years. one Month, and 7 dars

] April 1858

E. Watson: born 24 March 1857 : died 29 HuY 1857 :
ased 2 ~onth5, and 5 days (these two are on the saMe stonel
"They are 50ne but not forsotten."

Isaac: (no dates; srar iron Mark~r)

Marr : (no dates; srav iron MarKerl

John Henry: "In meMorv of : "born 19 Ausust 1858
died 26 May 1861 : (a white marble stone)

William H. : died 1854 : ased 96 VEa,s : (no ~o,e dace)
"Sleep our dear: "Father
[His ase was prubablY Misread; h? would have been about 90,
SInce he was born ca. 1764. He died 15 A~9ust 1854.)

Catharine A[nn Blaw or Blawerl : died [ ]: ased 89 vears
(no More dates: alL capital letters: a stone with a gray
sranlle Face, polished, on a sra, granite base)
[She was born ca. 1810, so she probablY died ca. 1899;
married WilliaM Gosllne at ORe, Flatbush, 7 Harch 1834.J
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BLOCI< 8218 LOT 26 DOCUMENTF_TION{;'rSGravestone SUJ:vey (continued III A II
(Kanel 1980)

26. Gc s l in a

27. Hamm

28,

?D_ .....

30.

1).32. Han

33.

34. HawKshurst

35," He r t o r

37.

38. Ho ;'t

39. Hushes

40.

Morris Abrah~M : son of St?phen and Catharine Gosline:
who died 27 SEPteMber 1832 : ased one year, and 15 days
(a foot stone has on it "M,n.G.~) (Thi~ date was probablY
~isread. Steph~n Gosline an~ Catharine Morrison were not
married until 1838. the church was not Pounded until [839
and land Was not donated for the cemeterY until 1843.]

Gracie ~In memory of ; "born 18 NoveMber L8B7
dled 4 October 1888

Walter: horn 16 March 1884 : died 11 October 1888
(these two are on a wooden board)

WIlliam: "In memory of : "born 11 May 1889
-died 28 AU3ust 1890

Peter P. : born 14 OeceMb2r 1893 : dIed 24 R?ril 1894
(these two are on a wooden board)

Catharine: seboTen den 11 Juli 1833 sestorven [SIC]

den 20 Juli 1887 : (a GeTMan: seboren means born
s~storven [sic] Means died)
"Hier ruht in [sic] GDtt" : (Here lies in God)

Sarah 8. : born 1 January 1820 : died 28 F!bruarY 1902

Edward W. : barn IB February 1842 : died 9 JULY 1888
(these two are on the saMe stonel

Giles: died IS August 1879 : ased 62 Years, 2 Months,
and;:) days: (a whit~ Marble s t on e )

WillIaM: "Hi2r ruht in [sicJ Gott meln 3elj~bter Gatte,
Gestorven [si~]· "10 Juli 1880 : (no aee)
Lou:se FOrtMeier
"28 Ma'( 1877 ; in 0

"m e in e l i e o c MutteT', Gestor-'len
aSB : My dear Mother, died) : un.]

Meln Lieber Vater, Heinrich Fcrtmeler ; Gestoruen [sic]
1m alter [sic] uon 65 Jahre Mosen [sicJ sie ruhen tn [s:c]
Friedem [sic] : (nu death date) Clt seems prDbable that
'Fartmeler' was hiS surname, not his middle name.]

(35 per 37 are all on the same white Marble stonel

Janeway V. : died 1 December 1887 : ased 24 Years, Z ~onths,
and 27 days: (a sray sranIte 5:one, polish~d top]

"Jesus said Come to me and YOU shall be free
for I loue thee."

Mar~'
ased 29

wife of David Hushes; died 22 SEPte~ber 1881
Years, 5 l11onths, and IG da vs

w. T. di~d 5 NoveMber l881 : aged 7 Years, ~nd 9 months
(the set~; 0 are en t he 5 a r:1 e w hit e rr. arb 1est 0 n e )
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(Kanel 1980) Survey (ContinUed)11 A II

41. Jepson Dan 1 e I : "I n me 010 r Y of rnY bel 0 I} e d h u s b and : "b o r n 15 J u! y !805
DlI?(J 2 (IPrll 1884: a s e d 7U years, 8 months. a rvd 15 days

42. Caroline Jane: wife of DanIel Jepson: harn 11 Juiy 1807
(no More dates) (these t~o are on the saMe white marble stone)

43. Ke l l v Elizabeth: "ln mEmOry of : "died 29 December 1846 :
ased 64 years

"Blessed IS the Memory of the Just."
la Footstone has on It "E. K.")

44. Lang :~ilr)' E. : "[n 1,lema,y of: "died 17 Nouemoer 1895 :
ased 38 years: (a ~DDden board marKs this sraue)

45. Marsh Georsle : "In mEmOry of -- Our Little GeorSle 8eloued daushter
o F G e 0 r 9 e 14. and S a r a h :-1. II a T' 5 h : " die d [ J: (n 0 Iiil t e) :
ase~ 4 years. lu mon~h5, and 22 days: la white marble stone)

"Fa~her, Mother. do not MurMur
Blessed ho~e to YOU IS siuen
That raur darling IS an angel
And her home is now in heav~n."

[Georse W. Marsh Married Sarah H. Morrison 10 February 1862.1
46. Math~w Isaac: who died ZI May 1873 : ased 26 Years, 9 ~onths.

and 11 days: "In memory of :" (a white marble stone)
47. ~lills!'augh WilliaM Alexander: "Our Darlins :

(no death date) : "In MeMor" of :"
"born 25 DeceMber 1891

"GrandFathers little pet."
48. Mitt Carolina: "Hier ruhet Meine seliebte Gattin
48. und rochter. Geboren Spahn. Geboren 25 Hal 1858 :

GestoT'ben 12 rtai 1883 : ("Here lies ~;' beloved wlfe and daughter
: sh e was born [i.e., m a i dsn name] Spahn.")

50. Ca r n l i n a A. May Geboren 9 Mal 188~ : Gestorben 29 July 1884
51. Cat h a r ina 5 p a h n " HIe r r u h e tin (; 0 t 1." Ge b 0, e n 16 Au 9 US t 18 G:5

Gestorben 3 October 1871 : Alt 6 Jahr, 1 Monath (SIC], 16 tage
(a white Marble stane)
(these Four a,e In a lot, enclosed by a wire fence)
CEardeler obuiously conSIdered the daushter reFerred to In #49
as separate FraM the other b~rl~ls in the plot. The Fact ~hat
no name or date IS mentioned For the daushter. howeuer, SUgsests
tha~ the daughter referred to IS #51 Catharina. who died 1871.]

52. Morn S John A. : died 22 July L8?J : ased 73 Years, and 7 months
(a white Marble stone)

"We s ha I 1 all me f.' tag a in. "
[Probably the Mr. J.A. MorrIS who was minister in the 18405]
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. (Kanel 1980) (cont~nued)l[ A II

53. Morrison Henry: "in m emo r v oF : "who died 26 April 1868 ; aged 73 Years,
7 ~onths, and 16 days [His death certiFicate states his ase
at death as 74 years, 4 months and 10 days.]

"Farewell, my wiFe and children dear
I am not dead but sleEPins here
As I am now so YOU must be
Prepare For death and Follow me."

54. Sarah: "In memory of : "who died '17 April 1875
and 2 days: fa whize marble sto~e)
(these two are on the same base)

"Adieu dear children now adie~
I must no More return to You
But YOU Must come to mE
My sons and daughters whom r laue."

77 years,

55. Catherine: "In Memory of : "died DeceMber 1850
9 months, and 20 days I.

56. Hartin: died AU9ust 1851 : aged 50 years and 10 Months
(these two are on the same white marble stone)

57. Lr .
I
I
I·
f 0"

j .~
f
t

i
I

Frances: the beloved wiFe of Abraham Morrison "In Memory of •
"died: (no date) : aged 31 years. and S Months

,"Farewell: sweet child
Kins Mother. WiFe:
Ha5t~ to thy hOMe aboue
We Yield thee to a better life."

58.
Adaline : died (no date) : aged 8 Years, and 10 months
(these two are on the saMe white marble stone)

59. Hary A, ; wiFe of Charles W. Bosart : died rno date)
aged 25 Years, 2 I~onths. and 13 days

"Desolate, near heart broKen
We ~laced her beneath the sad
But we Know that our gentle darlins
Is at hOMe with her maker, God."

(this is a ~ihite l:1arble stone) ; "In MenlOry of''
t

I
I.
f
,

I
f

GO. Ra )'nor George I. : "In meMOry of : "died 30 September
age d J l'ear 5, 5 m ant h 5, and 1 :3 ca vs : (a w hit e

"Little Georgie was cur darling
The pride of all our hearts at home.
But an angel caMe and whispered
Da 1" 1 in s Ge 0 r 9 i e doc 0 M e h 010 e • "

1880
Marble stone)

61. Robinson c. : 1888 : (no mare dates: no aBe: an iran sign, white
enamei, ~ith blacK letters.)
[POS51bly the sraue of Cecelia Ann Gosline Roblnson, born
B October 1868. lIlarried James Robinson Z FebrlJary 1888J

62. RUlilPh Mary Ann: born 6 August 1876 : died 9 August 1882
ased 6 Years, and J days: la ~hite marble stone)
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BLOCK 8218 LOT 26 DOCUMENTATIon 1915 Gravestone Survey (ContinUed)ll A It
(Kanel 1980)

63. Ryder Charles: "rn meft'iory ot=' : "who died 22 February 1854
30 Years, and 5 days: (a white Marble stone) ased

64. Schti1eelKe Catherine Ann wiFe of Henry W. Schmeelke : born 21 Hay 1838
died 15 December 1888 ; (a white Marble stone: all capital
letters) : "My soul rest in peace."
[Henry W. SchmeelKe married lillian Morrison 16 JulY 1890.]

55. Sarah Jane: "In meMOry of my beloved wiFe: "born 15 February
1847 : died S DeceMber 1872 : (a white marble stonel

"The saMe Fond Mother bent at nisht
O'er each Fall' sleeping brow
5 h e had E'a c h ·F 0 n des t flo w e r ins i3 h t
Where are theY sleeping now?"

"Mar her. soul rest in peace."
66. ~. Eliza :- beloved .liFe of' Henry W. Schmeell,f1 barn 21 November

1835 : died 19 OctOber 1880
"Oh, let not tears embalming tomb,
None hut the dews by twilisht siven
0, l~t nat sighs disturb the sloom
None bue the whispering winds of heaven."

67. Catharine Ann: "In memory of : "barn 31 December 1865
died 24 June 1868 : (all capitals)

"God called our little lamb aWay
To dwell with him above

0, how hard it is to Pdrt
With those we dearly love."

68. Willia~ Henry: "In memory of : "born 17 February 1859
died 24 March 1870 ; (a white marble stone)

"Weep not For Me, dear parents
I bid YOU both good bye

For God has promisE'd H~aven
To such little ones as I."

69. Schreiber Barbara: (in blacK letters) : "hier runt in Gatt: "seboren
10 November 1814 : sestorben 28 Mai 1886 : (a gray sand Stone)

"Del' Tad i s t meines Llebes Ruh
Oas Grab die RuheKam[MJE'r
Die Schliesset Jesus selber zu."

70. Serene john "In MemOry of ; "bern 17 Dece(~ber 1822
died 17 September 1887

71. Lucy A. wiFe of john Serene : bo~n 8 August l839 : died
21 August 1991 : (these two are on the same sray sranlte slone,
polished Face: all capitals)

"TheY rest in peace."

I·
f
I

I·
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26 DOCUHENTATI OtT 1915 .Gra ve s t.orre survey (co~tinued)ll A.II
72. Sharratt nbrilhJn\ : "In Memorr o F : "who died 12 March 1870·: a s e d

76 rears, Z mu n t h s . and 11 days: (a white marble stone)
"Fa r-ev e l I . dear Friend, a s a in farewell
Soon we shall rise to thee:
And when we Meet no tonsue can tell
How great our JOYS shall be."

73. Shea Eliza: "In memory of
(ail capital letters)

ased 34 vears •"died 18 March 1869

74. Sf;idmore r~arY : wiFe of Isaac Skidmore: "Ln meMOrY of : "who died
9 August 1849 : ased 54 vears, 7 Months, and 17 davs
(3 white marble stone)

75. Smith John: Jr. : : 'lIn MemOry of : "born 8 October 182:3 : died
28 Ausust 1848 : (a white marble stone: Faa: stone has "J.S.")
Ann; re l i c t of John Sroith : Jr. : "In MeMOry of : "born 26
October 1781 : died 4 NoveMber 1849 : aged 58 years, and 8 days
: (a white marble stone: Foot stone has "A,S.")

78.

77. StandcliFt WilliaN: died 3 November 1873 : aged 74 years, and 8 months
(a white ~arble stonel

78. StapE; Linney C. : "In memory of a beloved daughter of William and
Caroline Stape : "died 27 July 1685 : aged 28 veal'S, 7 months,
and 23 days: {a white marble stonel

"At rest."

78. Vanhouten Ralph: Sen, : "who departed this life 29 Decet~hep 1877
ased 67 years, 3 ~anthST and 19 daYS" : (a whIte marble stone)

"How blessed the righteous when he dies,
When sinks a weary sDul at rest
How mildly beaM the closing erES,
Haw gently heaves the expiring breast."

80. Ric:haT'd : "In mem or v of "born 19 Harch 1813 and

81. Ellen: wiFe of Richard Vanhouten: born 1 January 1800
both died 23 September 1885 :
(80 and 81 are on the 5ame white Marble stonel

82. I·Ellett Harion Ellen (n a dates

83. Eva t n 0 Mope a head board)

84. Father ( rr o fliore ~lh i t e granite stone)

85. Mother (no ::lore ~J hit e sranite s t o n e )

86. OUT' 8aby (no morel

a 3ray 9ranit~ stone)

87. Grandmoth~r aged 65 veal'S (no 1;10re a white Marble stonel

88. Father died Z Januarv 1898 : aged 73 yearS
ma r-b l e stone)

(no name: a white
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LOT 26 DOCUMENTATION Canarsie
in Relation to Old Cemetery Cemetery Registry

;\PPCJndix 3
Co,w.::sio Comoc"",. Reco".d" (1899-1952) Recaced to

"old Cerne te rv" Burials ana :Rf'!~ nte:nner:ts in Cana('sie Cerne t.erv

,"Liler.:, Byrer.
Ee::thcl. Ko~y £.
3iggG, ;:lt~ia

9ig;-.':i,'tlil!i~
"

Br2~~er, Cdthe~ine
n

Brc·.....n , tilice E.
Brown. L..!J.

3ut"':":'.ei!>ter, iien!.",!
Carnt~!".: ~
Se:l.j.e..-.::in r., 1
cath£!e=tr J..uc Lndu

?isher.A!exan~~~
Goc.fre::', T~iJ:;;a:s
V.)S!;.:"!.I :-:'E::rl':';."
Herraa , Jo~~

Ha.:-t:. S.3~a.'"
3ilce:t~

P.o"e.l~ He:s::.c:-
,j'~pso~ ... Che r Le s
Ml::!.r5~~r George

Mat..h-ew'i:i.Alo:lzO

~at.heH"li. '!'cny
McC~oCdenJ JamGs
~cr~oddBn, ~drgaret
Hor~lson. Abigail

~or~ison, Abigail

C:'":Ti.fl.:"! I SOro-:-'odn G.

?owcll. Cornelia

R.."loco.
C~~iato?h[!.r E.

!tc:!Ju::c~. ~11i!:
S~h-~elk.~li~a5

Sch..'Doe i..f. ~ Henry h·.
Sch~olk. Jo~~ M.

S~~~nolk, ~ArqarQ~
Scib<>c~/S~ebock.
HCI::'ry

Sici.!.ing,
C"th"d::o G.

Ski~~".c_ Hn::y ~.

?e~it
Nll..-r.bo!'"

Pe:mit
Date

PLBce
of Death

Da~a of
Deeth

~
"::':"S Ht hn Dav s Uncc::.-take!-p

Lo.::a;:ion Ln
Ca:l.a.:.·si~
Cemet.e:-v

633
339
':26

2/2: /1909
9/13/1907
4/ 3/1905

337
685
666

9/10/1,,03
2/27/1%9
11/ 7/1911

376
·,67

4/26/190·1
9/30/1905

9/30/1905

4/17/1907

587
1223

4/17/1907
5/ 1/1917
4/28/193: 22231

302
469

1/ 9/1903
9/30/1905

(,33 4/2'1/1905

674
679
686
110.2

2/27/1909
2/17/1909
2/27/1909
4/16/1915

1101 4/16/1915

~52 31 1/1902

95.,
5711
682

4/29/1913
2/27/19-39
2/27/1909

3/20/1909

695 3/20/1909

6%
893
994
359

3/20/1090
4/20/1912
4/20/1912
12/19/1903

463 9/30/1.905

702 5/27/1909
703
6t:J8

5/27/1909
1/ 3/1909

695 5/ 8/1913

687
939

2/2'1/1909
U/12/1913

998
1009

11/12/1913
12/ 5/1913

1010
660

12/ 5/1913
~/27/1909

1106 7/12/1914

459

9/16/1S81 49
134 Powell St. 31 I;';'. Ri?p

E. 9~ St. 70
70

Wm. ~':'pp

II f'r-o-n Old 4:;:
Cemet.e r y"
~oboken~ N.J. 15

1/ ',/16'1_, 1

Hf:.:-o:a Old
Ci!..'l!e:tery"
"r-emcva l f zcrn
01.0 ceme t er-y''
104 Ches ze r .se
;':C;TIecres-r. (?)

"f roc Old
ceraat.c r-y"
'lr!""C:TI ola
Cei.1c'=-eryH
.r::cm?S:-::e~c.

~If~o:n old
-:r~me(ery"

SkiciJ:Jore Lane

,JOO E. 92 St.
"Old C~H~etD.:'1·11

1I01d Cc-rr."~~c"!:-'i"

"F~~m Old
CC::rJeto~yU
Can.a.:::;i~:

.1/ 5/1875
Sup:: .
J.E. T.:.~~n't/
Sup::.

4 Supt.

3 4

64 8

64
34

Supt.
Supt.

H...... Serel:e
u SeT":
J. h·. Earl

5('!)J. z , T,ent,
Supt.
SL:pt. T~~f!.;::

9/12/i902
1/25/,897

65
62

8/ 7/1890 55

7/27/1887 SUp~.

82 J... 16

9/24/1899
11/ 8/iS81

56
39 Sup;:,.

2

6 St:.pt.

5

S'J.?t.
Supt.
SUpt
..... T, !{OOO["

(sic)
J. E. Trent~
5L:.~t:.

SUtJt.·

21

78

3 Supt.
H. U. Se::-e ••e50

2/26/1880 50

00
8/ 3/1868 61 2

H. \", ScrC:10
SUpt,

11/29/1877 65
7/19/1867 ,13

II 16 Supt..

4/29/1880 Supt.

l2/26/l88G 67 10 J. E~ '!'~el",t.
SUpt.
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See. 8
Plot. 3

G;'R
Sec. 9
Plot: .~8

Sec . 8 E 1/2
?lo;:-85
Sec. 8
Plo~ 81
Sa.'7Ie as above
Sec. 5

Sec. ~ ::1/2
Ce'!n::.e:!.:.?~ot

Sec. 8 =: 1/2
Picl: 65
se c . 6

G.~q
G.ii .. ~.

-sec .

"lac 58
Same a.s above

C 81
G.A. ,L
~i\R (G.A.~.
o~me:':")
Sec. 6
Plot 16
Same c.S abovo

S a..'";\ea s above
Sec. S
Plot 91

Sec. 7 N 1/2
!'<ct 66
Sec. 7
Plot 19
Sa'7lc as above
Sec. C':<

Plot .;
Sec. 7, Plets
67-66 E.
Cel;::er
Gr\R.
Sec. 6
Plo:: 56
~.a:.r.e .as abovl.!
S.le. C
pl'Jt 713
Sa... e 8,:; above
G.~R

~iec. 9
Plot ~6/.r,

E"om 02d Ce~ete"y
in 0 ld Cemc: tary
frc~ Oid Ce~ete~y; w~~
H. 2. iggs r owner- c/o }.·o.
H. 3iggs
in old Cemetery
:rc~ Old Ce~ete~~
fro~ Ole Ce~ete~

i r. Old Ceme t e r-y
~r;:;,7.Old Cen.et.e r-y

f~c~ Old Ce~ete~y

removal Ole Ce~e~e~y
l3
ir. Old Cemetery
~ro~ Old Cerr.ere=y

3 cf ~r5. F~~th~ f~~~
Old Cece ce r-y
~rom Ol~ C~~etery
f~c~ OLd Ce~e~e~
frc~ old Cemet~~1

from Old Ce~et~~!
f rcrn Old CenetE'l;.·y
fycm Old Cemet&~y

frem Old Ceme~e~y
Suth .i~ One- grave
f~cm Old Ce~~e~y
p~~ ~~ Old Ce~ete~y

f~om Old Ce~tery

f~on Old Cemotery
(grave ~3 pencilled i~!
f=o~ Old Cemetery
:rcm Old Cometary

:~c~ Old C~~~cery

f.:.'o;;:, Ol-d C[!!';"!Q~et'·!
f~o~ Old Ce~~ta~y

:~a~ Old Ccrnecer;

rerr<'Ovcd f l.·om
ale Cem(!:t.e:-¥
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BLOCK 8218
1899-1952

LOT 26 DOCUf-lENTf'._TIONCanarsie Cemetery
in Relation to Old Cemetery (continued)

A?pendi:·, a (con ti::ued}
CanBr~iQ Cometcry Rccord~ (1899-1952) Related ~o

"01d Cl"!mct'!.!'r'~·ttBucial:; D:1d Hc.int.cmcats Ln C:l!lar!{ic Cemc:ery

Registry l1sl1

Locatio:; i:1
PQr;nit Pe::-r.:.it PlttcO Data of ;,CIl canars:~(!

~I;~."':::""':;!.. - 211~u.",mb!O!.!e,-,r'-.2D~"'!.~~l!!., ..-:o~f..2::!D=c=ac::t.:lh,_"""_-"~~e~",-,t,,"h,-__ -,·,:..;·rc.:s~/'!::...t>';~""~::"-,D:!.e!T··L:,,,-s_~U!!n=,]=ll.:.:::",~~a!:k.=e::.r__ "C"'e,,:i1"'e-"C"'e"'r..<""R:;;e!.C"':!:""''""'k'''sc- _

E" 94th '~ve. L
"Old Camet,~.:"yn

.:l.'. '--e
--n" I-...-.

.J....
-'

~

Je;...:::J
l~&.J
lu

s.~~'t~. ~..a I,
S:illw~ll~ Eli=a

30';
n. j(lC6

S~illwel1. George
s~illwe11, wrn. 8.
s~illwall. Wm. n.
StolL C~n:rle5
Van G!.ahn. John

'in:: Hoeten, Charles 350

V~n ~outcn~ 6e8
Chi'irlot.tD

ven HO'Jton ~ Do=-a lleO

Van nouten. John
VB:-:-Hanten. Philip
Van Eo~ten, n~. 3.

i1',ar::e=, John

·,i~~i.e::I JO!::i

h·(!:'G;", ehd::'! rS
~c;.,r~rd

'iiL,,"?~:hoiillar •

W1r::?!hei."nQ:' ,
H...:J:--:-~n

1/25/l90:!
12/4/191]

ices
lam
lC04
675
571

;'2/ .:/1913
12/ ~/1'H3
12/ 01/1913
2n7/1<;C9
.:/ i"I/1907

"oid Ccmet.e ry"
nOld C~mot{!-=--y"
"Old CE:~;'Iet.ery'·

0/17/1884
25
78

H. i\. Se z-ene
Supt.

":n Old Ce::1(!te~y
Sec. 8 SE i/4
?!o':. 7!.
S'::""7i= as above
5a--;-:o e s above
sa ..ae as ab·:J·./e
c.x. a.
Se.::" g
5 In. 82

:~c~ Ole Ceili~:e~!:~o~Ole Ca~c~e~:

11/2D/1903 E. 92 & skir]-
:-;i';)1"'1'":

11/24/1861
7/ 4/1.879
&/ 6/18.19
11/ 1/1901

25
B·1
25
76
60

2 Supt.
Supt.
Supt.

Sec. 1
Plot sa

p-ic:.e: the pauc.:.'::y of
:~fo~~~t~on~3t ~e i~-
c~cati~a o~ b~~i~l in
Old Ce:net.~ry~
f~o~ Old Ce~a~eL;1
ni~e of .Jchn
:r~~ Old Cem~te~y

2/27/1909

4/16/i915

300 1/ 8/1904 Canar~ic

10 21

Old Ce::1ete~y

SO". C
plot 61
Sec. 8
l'luts 76/77
s£?:c. 9

:rorn Old Ce~ete~!
from Old Ce~Qtery
~'romold C~'ncte~f
f~c~ ole Ce~~e~y

61'1
676.
681

2/27/1909
2/27/1909
2/27/1909
6/ 6/1913

72

::::om010 Cemeter,

plot 33
f~c~ ole Ce~etcry
[Hoi:e-: Locat.Lcn Sa.."710 i:!.S

Se". a
Plot 76/77
{NG'LQ: ~ lee a -
t inr. the same
as ,::cr:r: "';.a!'ne~I

.above : plot
owned "'::J'j h;;";.

(lerner J
Sec. e
plot --
t ticte: al-
~hc"gh co
plot ~ i~
gi -,-e n , !..t
"ee;ns likely
to he Plots
76/77 as
cited £or o-:':her
h"arner::; (gl~e

f~om ale Ce~~te~y
fro~ Old Ce~eter:

abo ...,,) I
Se". a
PicL 103
Sec" ].~
?lot 1·;
Sa.,l'r.e a5 abolo'e

~~om Old Ce~etory; o~n-
ed by lL ....'impfhcir:;er
frem Old Cemc~~ry; o~n-
ec by A. W~?!~c~e~

969

,11:'0/1903

11/30/1~03

11/30/1903

573

,0

70 GAR

~"R~:'-:Cd e.re t.hosc :ou::d l:l. t.h.e- CC"~:Ie:-:iie CC::JQt.f..!:"Y r'lot.jis'te-:r with SOrt:b c~c::t.s adced in b~ackuts.
"7hi~ l~ t.ht,l latQs::' r-I.)co~ded b\::"i.ll.l ~:l "Old Cn.""Jot.o~v."
'!~i~ tn !~t~'t =Qintc~e~t f~o~ Ole Ccmo~o~v ~eca~rluc in the Canarsio Comctc~~ re~lcto~;
3 is. ~ound O~ t~o 1915 L~stir.~ oi g~a~n~Co~u~ (se~ ~p?cncix A).
.Co.~nor:inlJ H~:-:n.s: is onn of tHO well-clo(:'.1JtIontcd ~llintcrr.,nn~B fro~r1 the 1915 listi:1C] (n31 on
··Coccui ...4b1y S4",ah g. """~, #]2 en ?"go 5 of the 1915 li~t~ng: tho '''JO. which i~ off by 9

~::lg of th~ g::a'JoQ5~0::1'!: ~:'I5Ct" i :J~iar.) •

SE1±~Q Sc~~ol~ (Sc~~c~lkc)is found on ?agc S of the i915 ~ravoa~one list, I~ ~Pgea~s th~t her body we~ ~ei~~e~rnd i~ Cannrsio
C~:lotc=-y "":her: hlJ:" ht:!:ib~~d, Hen:::"!, diod in 19:i3. Sinco- !>.ho iIi fo:.:nd on tho 19l5 g~a ....estonc list, :l~r stene ~U:lt ha ....o =C':oolnnd s-t~nc!'"
i.:ig a!to.:" ha.:-- bod"! had boen r-c:':'.£lvQd. ThQ recorcln 5Uggest rA.:i:1to.rT~ontr.: "Wore documented lind thnt Eli:::n sch;tlflolk{a), Ca~het.·i:"l() Ha.rrr.s,

a;;.dp.:JJ:i!:ih!y Sarllh D. H!l.t"t(sp.e noto ••) ~Iere the only 0:10::; on the 1915 Lir"t to bo reinterred oPt c.a~lD.r:Gil3 Ccmctn::-y,

355 12/ e/190]

5/22/1890 23 3 St:.~~"

Jnc (?) st e Iri-
i7'1i:tz

ll/JO /1900 71

10/11/1687 57

if 9/1913 44 Supt .

4/--/1868 80 N. Rothe:,:,

6/25/1883 2'; R. R:o~::e:-

~;_ Rot::er

3

10/15/1885 9 ~. Rother

11/ 6/1888 e t:, Rothe::-
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bo noted ~h3t ~o Lucindn cn~hcart.:t :Jhould
"-
"-

pa90 5 of the lint [hppe~dlx AI)·
CfiY~. m~y mQ~ely ~efloct incor~ect copy-
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