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ABSTRACT

Documentation of Block 8218, Lot 26 1n HBrooklyn was undertaken
for the New York City Department of General Services, Division of Real
Property to determine its histeorvy and archaeological potential., A
primary goal was to establish whether or not it was or ever had been &
cemetery and to locate any burials through archival research. Since
the site's surface has apparently been alterzd over time, there is nc
obvicus indication of its function; however, research indicated it hacd
been part of an active graveyard at least through 1907, and, although
no cemetery plans were located, many burials documented in a gravestouo
survey and cemetery regilstry and remembered by longtime lccal resider*s
undeoubtedly remain. Although past and recent ground disturbance may
1imit the efficacy of appropriate field testing methods such as remot.
sensing, this kind of testing remains the most appropriate for verifyv-
ing these findlngs. Tt should be noted that testing would be reguired
of the City in the event that the property is scld and redaveloped fo.:
use other than a cems=tery.
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PNTRODUCTORY SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Introductory Summary

This report vresents the documentation of Block 8218 Lot 26,
a city-owned propesrty in the Borough of Brooklyn (Figures 1 and
2). The research was undertaken for New vork City's Department of
general Services, Division of Real Property, 0O determine the
site's known histcry and its archaeclogical potential. A major
concern was to establish whether or not he site was or 1s a
cemetery, and, 1f so, to ascertain the location of graves througn
archival research.

The property comprises .42 5f an acre located on the east
cide of E. 9lst Street, approximately 155 ft. south of Avenue J

hern boundary is formed by Church Lane,

r+

{gee Plates 1-3). Its nor
a unpaved dirt road not found on modern city maps; to the east, it
abuts the land of Grace Protestant Church, an institution with
origins dating to the garlv~1840s. Over its 145 year history, the
church hés heen housed in three structures built on the same site
and has been renamed four times. Approximately one year after the
first structure was built in 1842, the land surrounding it was
granted to the tcwn of Flatlands by John Remsen, a local resident
with extensive lanq holdings. Although the deed does not define
its uze, it is accepted that tnls acre was intended as a burial
ground {ancther Remsen deed for land on Blocks 8217 and B21l8 to a
John Wilson does specify that one of two acres should be used as &
burial ground). By virtue of incorporation of the five boroughs
in 1898, this Flatlands property, which had become g‘gravefard for

tha church, eventually became city property. Records indicate the

il e
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:] Plate 1. A composite view of the project site {(arrow) looking east from E. 9lst
St. and Church La. Chain—link fence was installed by the City in 1986 when the
; perimeter of the site was also filled., fThe church building now combines an 1895
;1 structure (left} with one from 1889/70 (right)., Photc taken prior to a schadulsd

mowing. Geismar 5/28/87,
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Plate 2. Composite view looking west aleong Church La. to Slst St. The church is
“? or the left and the Schenck house con the vight side of Church La. A 3-story con-
L: dominium on £. 91lst St. was bullt in 1984/8%0n Block B217 Lot 48 {(the sikte is mark-
ed with an arrow). liote that the entire western half ¢f the site appears to have
ﬁi been graded up since the early 1930s (compare with Plate 7). Geismar 5/28/87
i ~
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Plate 3. Eame view as Plate 1 taken in June alte
the project site in relaticn to the lane to the left appears to kbe the result

c¢f filling that perhaps can be related to grading of B, 91lst St.
of the site was also graded when the chain-link fence was installed
in 1986. Geismar 6/11/87
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¥ mowing., The elevation of

The perimeter
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site comprised more than half of a functioning graveyard where at
least 150 burials are documented from 1846 to 1907; of these, 91
apparently were never exhumed and therefore couid remain on the
site in unmarked graves; however, this number can be reduced by at
least two, the minimum number of burials destroyed during sewer
excavations in 1932 (see belcow; also Table 1, Appendices A and Bj.

In the twentieth century, an unfortunate series of esvents
affected the gravevard, and by the second decade of this century
it had beceme wirtually inactive {a single exhumation is recorded
in 1931 [see Table 1]). Local lores has it that its abandonment
coipcides with the act of a bereaved father who toppled all the
gravestones after his veoung son was killed by a falling headstone
while plaving in the cemetery. Local lore as well as newspaper
clippings document the destruction of graves in 1932 when & sewer
was run in anticipation of the cpening of E. 91st Street. By the
1960s, the site apparently became known as "Indian Cematery" al-
though it 1s referred to as "Old Cemetery" in the Canarsie Ceme-
terv registry (1899-1952), and borough historians doult its
Indian-burial association (an 1890 atlas does indicate an Indian
burial ground northwest of the site [see Plate 8]). although it
may never have been used for Native American burials, the site is
apparently situated on the periphery or just beyond the planting
fields of what is believed by manv to have been an extensive
early-historic Hative American settlement, or village site (see
rigure 5). However, some scholars guestion this classification
which is based mainly on the presence cf huge sheli heaps,
apparently the debris of wampum manufacture {see Natlve American

Consideraticns, this report).
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Within the last two years, é@p city has filled the perimetef
of the site with sand fill and installed a chain-link fence. A
site walkover suggested that more extensive f£ill, perhaps pre-dat-
ing citv ownership, masks any evidence of a cemetery function; this
ig particularly true of the western portion of the site.

since no church records were available to locate grave sites,
informaticn came from local residents now in their 80s who remember
the cemetery in the early part of this century. All of them recall
gravestones directly behind the church, a situation suggested by
maps that document the cemeterv's gradual spread eastward toward
+he church building (compare Figures 7-10 and Plate 9).

In summary, research has indicated that the project site was
functioning as a cemetery by 1846 i1f not bhefore and that this func-
tion persisted into the first decades cf the twentieth century.
There is ample dccumentation in maps, deeds, city tax and cometery
records, remnants of old gravestones, newspaper articles, and from
local informants to identify it as a cemetery site where burials
undoubtedly remain; what is more cenjectural is the location of
these burials. However, it appears that grave sites were located
throughout the project area, with the more recent ones perhaps
being those located nearest the church.

Recommendations

While no records were found to document specific grave
sites, it does appear they were and are located in the project
area. Unfortunately, the projebt site apparently has been cover-
ed by fill which masks any ground depressions that could indicate
these locations. This fill would also make it difficult ©o use

remote sensing technigues or to analyze soil variaticon to identify
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theses sitss, a situation compounded.by information that the sur-
face of the project area may have been plowed over in the past.

A major goal of this research was to assess whether or not
the property was used as a cemetery, and this has been accomplish-
ed. Ideally, an appropriate field testing progam would confirm or
negate this finding. However, because it is a cemetery, tradition-
al field testing technigues, such as shovel tests or trenching,
would be inappropriate; moreover, given the site's disturbance and
current conditions, suitable field testing comprising remote sens-
ing conceiveably may prove less than conclusive. Conseguently, no
recommendation is being made for testing unless the property is

sold or will be used for something other than a cemetery.

The findings and reccmmendations presented here are based on
the detailed, documented informatrion found in the fellowing
sections. Research sources included the written histecries cited in
the text, Kings County tax, cocnveyance, and wills information, as
well as the coliections of the New York and Brocklyn Public librar-
ries, the Brooklyn, Canarsie, and New York Historical Sccieties,
and the New York Society Librarv. In additicn, interviews were
conducted with local residents, such as Ben DuBese and Elsie Oberg
{President and Vice-president of the Canarsie Historical Scciety
respectively), Stephen Ruppert (Presidert of the Board of Trustees
of the Grace Protestant Church), Henrv Lang, Edith Wilson, and
Lillian Winterberg Gladwish, who is 84 years old and grew up in the

house next to the church where she still lives. ~
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NATIVE AMERICAN CONSIDERATICNS

Many of us who live or work in or near Brooklyn may be un-
aware that it is actually part of Long T¥sland. From earliest
recorded time the western portion of the island was pecpled by
Native Americans belonging to the Algonkian language group that
deminated the eastern seaboard.

What became the township of Flatlands was originally also
known as New Amersfololrt, a namesake of a Dutch town just as the
contemporaneous settlement on Manhattan was named for the city of
Amersterdam (see Historical Considerations, this report). Canar-
sie, a village in Flatlands, is_believed by Tooker, an authority
on Indian place names, to mean the fenced place (Tooker 1911:
32). Whether this originally referred to a Native American vil-
lage site established by or at the time of Dutch settlement or to
the entire Canarsie area remains unknown (Tooker 1911:32-33) (see
Ceci 1977 for a discussion of the effect of contact on leocal
Native American organization; also Black 1881). Tooker documents
the earliest use of the name in a 1647 deed {(Tocker 1911:22).
Apparently, an even earlier name for this area was "Keskaech-
querem" {Tooker 1911:78) or "Keskateuw'" {Van Wyck 1924), a refer-
ence to the three flats of Flatland, an area believed to have
comprised as many as 15,000 acres (Van Wyck 1S24; see Figure 3
this report) or as few as 9,000 (Stiles 1884:64}).

In the early part of the twentieth century, Reginad P.
Bolton used historic records and archaeological data to recon-
struct Indian paths and trails throughout the five boroughs. His

=1

research indicates that Kings County was crossed by many of these
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LOCK 8218 LOT 26 DOCUMENTATION Proj’é"qt Site in Relation to

Conjectural Plan of Keskateuw (Van Wyck 1924)
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trails, one of them leading to the '"village" of Canarsie {(Figure
4); archascologically, this "village" was identified meainly if not
solely by "immense shell heaps," &attesting to intensive manu-
facture of wampum that was probably a post-contact phenomencn
(Ceci 1977). Tecdav, these shell middens ares buried under f£ill
{Black 1981:10-11). 1In histcrical times, this path became Can-
arsie Read (now Z. 92Znd Street) which defines the eastern bound-
ary of the project block (see Figure 2). Bolton described the
Canarsie (or Canarsee) site as "a wvillage site, and extensive
rlanting field, extended back from Canarsie Beach Park as far as
avenue J, centered on East 92nd Street’ (Belton 1933:146). It is
poésible that the project site was part of the 'planting fields™
that apparently stretched north of the village; but, according to
a map complled by James Kelly, the Kings County historian (Kellw
1946, Figure 5 this report) it is situated bevond these fields.
In addition, deeds from the first half of the nineteenth century
identify the project site as woodlots, suggesting it may never
have been cleared (see Historical Considerations).

Sometime in the 1960Cs, the project site was dubbed "Indian
Cemetery,'" however, there is no historical or archaeclegical data
to support this. &An 18380 atlas map dceces indicate an "Indian

Burial Ground" situated northwest of the project area adjacent to

L]

the now-defunct Varken's Hook Road (see Plate 8}). Since then,
Bath Street would have been graded through it on the west and

latlands Avenue now runs abcut 100 ft. to the north.

rry

With an Indian path running nearby, it seems™likely that the

project area would have been utilized by early-historic Native

~11i—
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Americans~even though it was not part of the village core. How-
ever, this use would undoubtedly have been transient, and it would
appear that any evidence for it--perhaps a projectile point lost
in the hunt--weuld have been disturbed or rendered irretrievable
through subseqguent activities on the project site. This includes
the digging of graves, the possible plowing of the surface more
rhan fifty vears ago (Oberg 1987:perscrnal communication}, and
filling suggested by the site topography cbserved during a recent
visit.

PROJECT SITE HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT

Bistorical Considerations

while there appears to be little or no gquestion that New
Amersfort (Ameresfoort) was the earliest Dutch settlement on Long
Island (e.g., Tooker 1911:32), some question remalins abkout its
settlement date. Some scholars think it could have been contem-
poraneous with Dutch settlement on Manhattan in 1624 (Stiles
1884:84-65), or it may not have cccurred until 1636 (Thompson
1918:412). It is agreed, however, that the first plantation
aestablished in the town was "aAchterveli," or "bevond the great
f£lats" (Stiles 1884:64). New Amersiscort was originally named
after the city in Holland that was the homz of Wolfert Gerretse
(Vvan Kouwenhoven), one of the original patentees. In time, its
descriptive name, Flatlands, superseded New Amersfoort as its
name.

The preoject area lies in the village of Canarsie in the
township of Flatlands, which the State recognized as\a town in

1788 {Stiles 1884:868). At lts settlement more than 130 years

o




': .before, the three flats of Flatlands comprised mixtures cof salt
t meadows, forest lands, and preiries (Stiles 1884:65), a combin-

ation of resources that would have made them idezl for settle-
i ment. It was the westernmost flat--west of the project area--

where this settlement first cccurred.

t appears that Canarasie's poundaries remained in question

i-h

or years: three seventeenth century English patents defining and
redefining this tract span two decades and the tenure of three
governors. These included Nicols (1667), Lovelace (1669), and
Dongan (1685) (e.g., Thompson 1918:415-421)., The 1685 patent
seems tc have peen the last from the crown.
Aamong the first recorded cenvevances to include what became
the project block dates from 1687 and is between Abram Joorissen
" and Alltie Stryvker, his wife, and Captain Court Stevense. It con-
veys land inherited by Alltie Stryker (Liber of Deeds {hereafter
LD] 1:52). Subsequent deeds are recorded over the vears, but in
terms of eventual development of the prcject site, a 1769 deed to
Johannes Remsen (recorded in 1796) is important. This property,
acquired from the estate of his cousin, Corrnelieus Voorheise,
comprised several holdings, among them what would bscome Blocks
8218 and 8217 (Index of Convevances for XKings Countv [hereafter
IC]:Blocks 8218, 8217; LD 7:53-586)).

The Remsen family, descending from Rem Jansen Vanderbeeck
who had arrived here from Holland in 1642, has been established on
Long Island for more than 300 vears (e.g., Hamm 1902:73~z4). John
Remsen, the grantor of a 60 ft. square lot to the Methodist Pro-

testant Church of Canarsie in 1842 (LD 942:534ff), and the sur-
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réunding acre that includes the project site to the Town of Flat-
lands in 1843 (LD 922:210-213), apparently was a sixth generation
Remsen (Remsen Family Records 1878:48). DMoreover, the extensive
holdings described in Liber 7 were left to nim in 1827 by his
uncle, Johannes Remsen, who apparently died childless {Liber of
Wills [nereafter Lw] 3:172ff). In compliance with his father's
will of 1809 (LW 2:142ff), when John accepted this inheritance
frem his uncie, he gave up one from his father.

s+iles notes that although Flatlands Neck, cr Canarsie,
whers this land is located was both maizeland cultivated by Natiwve
Aamericans and flats, much of the town was dense forest that re-
mained unsettled (Stiles 1884:71). Restrictions found in the Rem-
cen's 1843 deed to Flatlands in which he reserves the right to cut
and access "timper, trees, and underwood now standing, growing,
and being on the premises" (LD 922: 210-213) attests to the fact
this property was then undeveloped. This condition is also docu-
mented on a map of the Battle of Brooklyn found in Stiles {(18834:
opposite Page 50, Figure 6 this report). This map not only indi-
cates that no Revolutionary War activity occurred directly in the
project area, it also reveals that dense woods then existed on the
site. Based on this information, it can be seen that development
prior to its use as a cemetery is not an lssue.

History and Develoopment of the Church arnd Cemetery Sites

Because their histories are interrelated, a brief history of
the church as well as the cemetery will be presented here
As noted in the introduction, the name of the church that

stands on the corney of Church Lane (also Canarsie Road, the Road

~16-
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BLOCK €218 LOT 26 DOCUMENTATION Prdﬁ%ct Site in Relation to
1776 Map (Stiles 1884:opposite Page 50)
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to Lott's House, the Road to the Landing) and E. 92nd Street (alseo

the Rocad to Canarsie Landing or the Road to the Landing) has
changed four times in its 145 year historv. After perhaps as much
as a decade of meeting in congregants' homes (Strang 180%), five
trustees were elected on August 3, 1841, and the congregation be-
came the Methodist Protestant Church in Canarsie (Liber of Reli-
gious Corporations 1:64-65). In the folilowing year, as mentioned
in the previous section, John and Catherine Remsen sold a 60 £t.
sguare building lot on the corner of Church Lane and Canarsie Road
to the church for one dollar (LD 942:534). This transaction is

particularly interesting since Remsen and his family were Dutch

Hh

&

%
e

ormed, ncot Methodist (church records and wills document the
family's religious affiliation).

More than a year later, in a dead that cites the Methodist
Church at Canarsie as a boundary, the Remsens sold the acre sur-
rounding the c¢hurch to the Town of Flatlands for seventy-five
dollars (LD 922:210-13; see Figurs 7 this report). While it is
commenly believed this land was intended as a burial ground, the
ized contains no such stipulation. As noted earlier, Remsen's
only deed restriction was to ratain the right to timber and wood
then standing on the site.

It has been suggested that Remsen may have wanted this land
for a town burial ground with the understanding that the church
would use and maintain it (DuBose 1087:personal communicatiocn).
On the other hand, a deed for 2 acres executed to Jonhn Wilison on

N

~

the same day as the Flatlands conveyvance does contain the Drovisoe

{n

that one acre is to "be used as a burving ground." Remsen again

-18~
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©1854 (based on LD 58%2:181 and City Title Insurance Policy 1128242)
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reserves the right to timber trees and access (LD 186:350-332).
It appears this prcopeosed burial ground was in the vicinity of the
Flatlands acre, but just where is a question (possibly, it was lo-
cated west or scuth of the project site). Whatever its location,
by 1846, if not before, the project site comprising the land ex-
tending behind the church to Remsen Avenue had become a burial
ground (see below).

By 1863, the church building had fallen into disrepair and
money was raised to construct a new one. At this time, the old
structure was apparently moved north on Canarsie Road where it was

raised and a store built under it (Strang 1905:18). Scon afte

[

tne church was rebuilt on its original site (Flate 4}, it was
incorporated and the name changed from the Methodist Church in
Canarsie to The First Methodist Church of Canarsie (Certificates
of Incorporation 1:20). Subseguent name changes have included the
First Methodist Protestant Church of Canarsie (1894) and the Grace
Protestant Church of Brocklivn, its name since 1940 (Church
Records:Resclution, 19%40).

& picturs from the Church files (Plate 4) shows the second
church ¢n the corner of Church Lane and Canarsie Road (E. 92nd
Street). In 1893, this structure was moved to the south and a
third church, begun in 1894, was dedicated in February, 1895
(Building Agreement 1894; Strang 1905:24); this structure, with
the 1870 building appended as a hall, still stands today (Plate
5). Over the vears, the church acguired the land a@?acent to it
on E. 92nd Street; its most recent acquisition (in 19354) is the
property that forms the southern bhoundary of the project site (see

Figure 7).
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***j Flate 4. View of the second church structure builb- 1869/70 on the correr of Church La.
T d E. 92nd St. (sometimes called Canarsie Road or the Road to Canarsie Landing).
a4

The
undated photo is from the archive of the Grace Protestant Church and was made zvailable
. " Dy Ben DuBose, president of the Canarsie Historical Socliety. The building was moved
wt] south and became the hall of the new church built in 1855 that still stands on the site.
P (see Plate 5). While the photo is uondated, it probably was taken in the early-1590s.
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Plate 5. he third church building on the same site, now tne Crace Protestant Church.
Yiew from the east side of E. 92nd St. looking southwest. Note the hall {arrow) which
is the 186%9/70 structure shown in Plate 4 moved to its presant location. Its roof has
been altered, but the windows ldentify the structure, Geismar 6/11/87 '
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Wwhile old photographs of the church have been located (see
Plates 4, 6, and 7), at %this writing none have pbeen found of the
cemetery. Nor has the search produced any maps showing specific
grave sites. However, longtime residents of the neighborhoed
recall that by the early years of this century, gravestcones were
situated just behind and next to the church (Wilson 1987:personal
communication; Gladwish 1987:personal communication). Late nine-
teenth-~ and early-twentieth century maps not only document the
cemetery, but also suggest over time its boundary spread eastward
toward the church (Figures 8-10, Plates 8 and 9).

Tax records from 1931 list Bleock 3218, Lot 26, as cemetary
ownea by the lethodist Episcopal Churchl and therefcre tax
exenpt (Brooklyn Tax Rolls [hereafter BTR] 1931). By 1931, when
the project site had been acknowledged as City propertyz, it
was still exempt but merely listed as vacant land, not a cemetery
(BTR 1951). Unfortunately, tax data are incomplete because these
records are currently being moved. However, it does appear the
project site belcngs to the city by virtue of the Law cited in
footnote 2 {below). Although its use as a cemetery deoes not

appear to have been specified in the original deed, its graveyvard

lAlthough there is no mention of an Episcopal affiliatiocn in
the Church names, a merger with the Methodist Episcopal Church
and the Methodist Episcopal Church South is cited in a Resolu-
tion Dated April 3, 1940, found in the Grace Protestant Church
records.

2 This was accomplished by virtue of provisions of Chapter 739
of the Laws of 1948 administrative Code Section 384-11 which
gives title to any burial ground formerly the public property of
any town, village, or city now part of the City of New York
(Corporation Counsel Findings, May 11, 1965:4#60568).




"Plate 6, View from Church lLa. looking east to 92nd St. in 23, Noite lower elevation
of the preoject site (arrow) than shown on Plates 1 and 3 and the dense growth., A caption
for the photo notes the church was then azbandoned, apparently a mistzke since church
.fninutes report activities at this time (Baisley 1964). tNew York City Photographs

SYPL 0116 C1l; copy Gelsmar 6/87
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late 7. & 1933 view of the church and project site across fields:and ;vards. Notice
he Schenck house across from the church on Church La. which also appears in Plate 2.

v this time, E. Glst St. has been opened (arrow) and the cemetery area appears better
caved for than in 1928. Again, the caption notes the church's abandonment which, again,
is refuted by Church minutes [(Baisley 1964). Wew York City Photographs MYPL OLl& C24
copy Geismar 6,/87
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la.uocx 8218 LOT 26 DOCUMENTATION Cemetéry 1870 (Clark 1944)
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BLOCK 8218 LOT 26 DOCUMENTATION Cemetﬂery 1873 (Beers 1873)
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.tj Plate 8. Detall from 1890 Robinson Atlas showing the graveyard cn the pro-
ject site (arrow). Note the "Indian Burying Ground” (circled) to the north—

q

west. WYPL Map Division, copied by Geismar 6/87
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Plate 9. The 1820 Robinson Atlas in greater detail than shown in Plate 8..
it can be seen that graveyard behind the chureh has spread closer fto it than
shown on earlier maps (see Figures 8 and 9); it will get even closer by 1909
{see Figure 10}. NYPL pMap Divisicn, copied by Geismar &/37
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status is well documented (see below). Head and fooxz stone frag-
ments taken from the cemetery and now in the possession of the
Grace Protestant Church corrcborate this documentation. And
finally, insurance maps that span the vears from 1928 to 1986
indicate the cemetery once extended across Blocks 8218, Lot 26,
and 8217, Lot 48. Unfortunately, alterations are not dated, but
at some point the cemetery designation was limited to the project
site; the most recent update has eliminated the cemetery deslig-
nation altogether (see Figure 11), but this sequence can be seen
under pasted-on alterations.

In the early part of this century, the unfortunate death of
the young beoy mentioned in the introduction cccurred, casting a
pall on the cemetery (Lillian Winterberg Gladwish, an octagen-
erian who grew up next door to the church, was in her vard when
Charlie Jiles was crushed to death bv a falling headstone ([Glad-
wish 1987:personal communication])). Between 1831 and 1851, at
least two events occurred that also adversely affected tha pro-
ject site: A local newspapel account graphically described the
destruction of skeletons and caskets during trenching for a sewer
being laid prior to grading E. 9ist Street between Avenue K and

Church Lane in the spring of 1932 (Canarsie Courier April 29,

1832). The opening of the road soon after eventually cut the
original property into twe parts (see Figures 10 and 11, also
Plates 6 and 7).

In 1977, the City sold the segment of this property that
lies west of E. 91st Street (Block 8217, Lot 48) to a developer,

In 1984, the State Supreme Court overturned +he provision fhat



PLOCK 8218 LOT 26 DOCUMENTATION Cemetferv 1928-1986

{(after Sanborn 1928-1986)

:

church

9 2-n d

/////////% project site and \::3

] cemetery post 1828 £,

e—r— 7= cemetery c. 1928 (western boundry not shown)

Hote: latest update (undated) no longer indicates

a cemetery
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the property must be used as a cemeterv, a decision based on the
supposed abandonment and inactivity of the graveyard by the turn of
the century. bMoreover, in part it was based on the court finding
that the city has no record of any interments or disinterments at
the cemetery since 1900 or before (Decisicn 1934:3). Table 1 pre-
sents data to the contrary as recorded in a gravestone survey done
in 1215 (XKanel 1980) and in the Canarsie Cemetery registry.

In an attempt to maintain the site, and apparently to comply
with the wishes, of the church pastor, a chain-link fence was 1in-
stalled by the City in 1986 {Mastandrea 1987:personal communica-
tiop; see Plates 1-3). At this same time, as part of the fence
installaticon, fill was depcsited around the perimeter of the site
{Ranella 1987:personal communication). as menticned earlier, the
site terrain as well as comparison with =sarly photographs suggests
that £ill may have bheen put on the site prior to mangement by the
city. This £ill situation may hamper the use @f non-intrusive
field testing techigques, particularly in the site's western por-

ticn, should testing be reguired.

In the late-1940s, the City acguired the Canarsie Cemetery, a
ld-acre site located west of the project block on Remsen Avenue
(Mastandrea 1987:personal communication; see Figure 2). Begin-
ning in 189%9, a registry bock has been maintained that documents
burials in "0ld Cemetery" and reinterments in Canarsie Cemetery in
the twentieth century (Table 1). In addition, as noted earlier, in
1915 a survey was made cof gravestones located cn tﬂé project site.

Iin all, 88 were documented with two or possibly three later rein-

terred at Canarsie Cemetery (Appendices A and B). The infcrmation

-30-
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Table 1. Burial Data Relevant to 0148 Cemeterv® (Block 8218,
Block 8217,

Number of gravestones recorded at
0ld Cemetery in 1915 surveyl 88

Number oif reinterments from 0ld Cemetery to Canarsie

Cemetery prior tc the 1915 Survey® 56
Numper ¢f interments in 0ld Cemetery neither

listed on the 1915 survey nor reinterred

at Caparsie Cemetery2 6

Total burial§ recorded at or from
3
r

014 Cemetery 150
Known reinterments in Canarsi% Cemetery of burjals
recorded during 1915 Surveylr~ 2
Possible reinterments in Canarsie Cemetery of

burials recorded during 1815 survey=- 1
Total number of known hurials reinterred

at Canarsie Cemetery 59
Minimum number of recorded burials assumed to have

remained in Cld Cemeterv 915
FEarliest known burial in o0id Cemetery 18464
Latest known burial in 0ld Cemetery? 19¢7
Latest known reinterment from 0Old Cemetery

to Canarsie Cemetery2 1931

*Historically, the project site nas been referred to as "Old
Cemetery" rather than Indian Cemetery, and is therefore the
name used here.

lkanel 1980 (see Appendix A)

Canarsie Cemetery Registry 1899-1952 (see Appendix B)

The gravestone for Eliza Schmeelke recorded in 1815
apparently marked an exhumed burial; since this is well
documented, it must be assumed that other documented
gravestones marked active graves.

An earlier burial (1832) was recorded during the 1915
gravestone survey, but the compiler is convinced this
is erroneous information (Kanel 1980; entry 26).

Minimally, two bodies were exhumed during 1932 ‘sewer excavations

(Canarsie Courier 1932), leaving 89 possible burials.
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frﬁm these two sources (swmwmarized in Table 1) suggests that 91
burials concelvably remained in 0ld Cemetery (Blocks 8218, Lot 26
and 8217, Lot 48), but, as mentioned above, an unknown number of
these were apparently exhumed and destroyed during sewer excava-
tions in 193Z.
The nevspaper account of the event documents "parts of skel-

etons, skulls, shin bones, ribs, thigh bones, and metal casket
handles along with blts of rotted garments" upheaved during the

excavation (Canarsie Courier 1932). Sincs children are reported

to have plaved with at least two skulls, at least two burials were
exhumed. This leaves 89 burials that may still have remained on
the twe bloccks. Since lcocal residents remember gravestones di-
rectly behind the church (see above) and extending to Remsen
Avenue, 1t can be assumed that at least some of these burials
remain on the site. It is conceivable that the sewesr excavation
and possibly plowing have left some of these burials in a highly
disturbed condition.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Documentetion of Block 8218, Lot 26 has revealed that al-
though the project site was patented in the seventeenth century
and reconveyed during the eighiteenth and nineteenth centuries, no
historical events occurred that warrant concern. Nor are Native
American resources an issue. However, burial records and a ceme-
tery survey as well as newspaper articles and tax records indicate
the site was a cemetery that functioned from at least 1846 until
1306 and that burials undoubtedly remain. HMoreover, al%hough no

cemetery plans were lccated, longtime residents remember grave-

—-32-
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stones in the project area. Yt appears that prior to sewer exca-
vations in 1932, at least 91 burials may have been located in the
cemetery which then included the proeject site and extended across
E. 91st Street, ocnto Block 8217, Lot 48. It has to be assumed
that although gravestones were toppled and removed, and although
East 91st Street was sewered and graded right through the ceme-
tery, and although plowing may have cccurred, manyv of these
burials~--albeit possibly in disturbed condition--undoubtedly
remain on the site.

The City.has owned the property since 1948, although the
antecedents for this cwnership are somewhat vague. In 1986, in an
attempt to maintain what had become a hagardocus nuisance and an
eyesore, sand fill was depesited arcund the perimeter of the site
and it was fenced. This £ill, as well as possible site distur-
bance cccurring since the turn of the century, may make it diffi-
cult to ascertain where bhurials are located through appropriate,
non-intrusive, field testing technigues (ideally, soil testing and
remcte sensing would be most appropriate). However, of all pos-
sible methods, remote sensing continues to be the best sulted
should a testing program be reguired.

Based on the documentary evidence, the site's development
history, and present site conditions, no field testing vrogram is
recommended as long as the site remains in the public trust and is
undeveloped. Should the site pe slated for sale, however, an
appropriate field testing program would have to be instituted
prior to the sale to determine the number and extent of burials

involved.

-33-




— — = —— e, e - - o T e e oA 7 s - ~ ey — . - rm

Ly L Ly
[ _

Cy X l

L1

BLiBLIOCGRAPHY

Baisley, Arthur
1964 125 years with Grace Protestant Church, 1839-1%84. ms.
Canarsie Historical Scciety Archives.

Beers, ¥F. W.
1873 Atlas of Long Island, New York. F. W. Beers, New York.

Black, Frederick R.

1681 Jamaica Bay: & historv. Ms. cCultural Rescurce Man-
agement Study No. 3. For the Division of Cultural Re-
sources, North Atlantic Regional Office, Naticnal Park
Service, US Department of the Interior, Washington, DC.

Bolton, Reginald P.
1934 Indian life of long ago. Harmony Books, New York.

Brooklyn Tax Rolls (BTR)
Misc. Municipal Archives, 32 Chambers Street, New VYork.
Barliest, 1898. '

Building Agreement
1894 Between John R. Bundage, builder, and the Trustees of
the Methedist Protestant Church, Canarsie, New York.
March 12, 1894. Grace Frotestant Church Archiwves.

Canarsie Cemetervy Reglstry
L899~ New York City Department of General Services, Division
1852 of Real Preoperty, 2 Lafayette Street, New York.

Canarsie Courier
1932 April 29, 1932. Canarsie Historical Society Archives.

Ceci, Lynn
1877 The effect of Eurcpsan contact and trade on the settle-
ment pattern of Indians in coastal New York, 1324-1665:
the archaeoclogical and documentarv evidence., Ph.D. dis-
sertation. Xerox University Microfilms, Ann Arbor.

Certificate of Incorporation
1940 Grace Protestant Church. Epril 3, 1940. Grace Pro-
testant Church Archives.

City Title Insurance Policy
1954 No. 1123242 issu=d to the Grace Protestant Church.
Grace Protestant Church Archives.

Clark Realty Company
1944 The village of Flatlands as it was in 1870. Reproduced
in 1944. Collecticn of Elsie Oberg and The Broocklyn Pub-
lic Library, Canarsie Branch.

Corporation Council Findings
1965 #60568. Letter or memo to the Hon. Frank R. Lazarus,
Commissioneyr, Department of Real Estate, Re: Block 8717
Let 48 and Block 8218 Lot 26. May 11, 1963,

—34—



"BTBLICGRAPHY (continued) "
Decision
1984 Summary of Decision of the Supreme Court of the State

New York, November 28, 1984. Re: Block 8217 Lot 48 and
its use as a cemetery.

DuBose, Ben
1887 Perscnal communication. Presgident, Canarsie Histori-

cal Society, Canarsie.

Gladwish, Lillian Winterberg
1987 Personal communication. Canarsie, New York.

Hamm, Margaret A.
1902 Famous families of New York. €. P. Dutton's Sons, New
York.

Hyde, E. Belcher
1909 atlas of the Borough of Breocklvn, City oi New York.

E. Belcher Hyvde, Brooklyn, New York.

Kanel, Fred A. (transcriber)

1980 Canarsie, Kings County, Long Island, Town of New Lots
{sic). Wwilliam Applebie Eardley. Gravestone transcrip-
tions, Octobsr 4, 1915. Canarsie Histcrical Society
Archives (original in Brooklyn Historical Society).

Kelly, James A.

1346 Indian Villages, paths, ponds and places in Kings
Countv. Brooklyn Borough President's Office, Topographilc
Bureau.

Liber of Deeds (LD}
Misc. Register's Office, Municipal Building, Brooklyn.

Liber of Religicus Corporations
1540 Grace Protestant Church Archives.

Liber of Wills (LW)
Misc. surrogate’s Court, Brooklyn.

Mastandrea, Frank
1987 Personal communication. New York City Department of
General Services, Division of Real Property, 2 Lafavette
Street, New York.

New York City Photographs

1928, #03116. Local History Room, New York Public Librarv.
1933
New York City Tax Map N
1983 Assessment map, Bleocks 8218 and 8217 (133-1983).
_35._



Lot bl

Lot

fimd b d

o

-

e

fom il
®

fres

fo )

4

Gad el 24 by et 1=

BIALIOGRAPHY (continued}

New York City Zoning Map
nd New York Cityv Planning Commission. (post 1973).

Oberg, Elsie
1987 Personal communicaticon. Vice-President, Canarsie Hist-
torical Societv, Canarsie.

Remsen Family Records
1878 Family records of the Remsen Ancestors. Rogers & Sher-
wood, New York.

Resoluticn
1840 Re: Church nam= changes. April 3, 13940. Grace
Protestant Church Archives.

Robinson, E.
1890 Atlas of Kings County, New York. Part of the Town of
Flatlands. E. Robinscn, New York.

Ranella, Jim
1987 Perscnal communication. Superintendent, Canarsie Cem-
tery, Brooklyn, New York.
Saznborn Maps
1928~ Sanborn insurance maps of Brooklvn, New York. WVol. 17.
1986 Sanborn Map Company, New York.

Strang, Hattie Hall .
1905 The history of the Methodist Protestant Church of
Canarsie, New York. Press of Eaton and Mains, New York.
Typeseript from the collection of the Canarsie Historical
Scciety.

Stiles, Henrv R.

1884 The civil, political, professional and eccilesiastical
history and commercial and industrial record of the Ccunty
of Kings and the Cityv of Brooklyn, New York from 1683~
1884. WwW. V. Munsell & Co., New York.

Thompscen, Benjamin F.
1918 History of Long Island. Vol. ILI. Robert H. Dodd, New
York.

William Wallace
1 Indian place names on Long Island and islands adjacent.
G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York.

van Wyck, Frederick
1924 Keskachaugue or the first white settlement on Long

Island. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York. .
N

Wilson, Edith
1987 Personal communication. Canarsise, New York.

—— ——

e AR SRt TR b e



e eced S

bk PR

"BLOCK 8218 LOT 26 DOCUMENTATION 1915 Gravestone Survey

kanel 1980)

Canarsie . Kings . Countv . Lans . lsland . MNew . Yark
Town . af . New . Lotts

Killiam . Applebie . Eardeley . M.A .
*Brooklyn . New . York . March . 1918

[Oriainal titls pase]

Transcraibed and with a Forward by,

Fred A. Kane|
1419 Tarbert Court

Cary. North Caroling 27351}
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TRANSUIRIBER’S FURMARD

On Monday: 4 October 1915, James W. Sardeler of Breoaklyn, New York.
raode the elevated train marked "Canarsie” to the Flatlands Avenue Station znd
walked south alsns £. 92nd Street 1o Church lLane., whare the Mathodisti Protestant
Church of Canarsie wazs situated. He had come tn capy the informaticn off the
aravestones, but he was surerised at whai he Faund:

"This cemeiery 15 not kept up at all. Fence 14 almos: all sone; ahout
one-third of the stones are fallen down., The vard :s Fuli af 1ll-tept
shrutbbhervy. Grass is high., Tins and eparer vubbish are all absut the

rard. Foople yse it as a thorouwenFare and children play about the vard.®

Around 1800, when she wouild vist: Cznarsie on Sundavs, my arandmother., Edna
0’Brien Hainmes. sauw aquite a different scene. 3She described it 1n 1965!

"flncie William and Aunt Annie Hovt)] were =o2d Methodists: and if.
by anv chancte, we arrived early on Sundav, [ alwars [attended]
their Sundav Seheol ... 1 admired zhe little ald country chiurch,
with the hish white steeple and the srave stones all argund i3,

It presented a auaint scene %o me, and [ loved to laook atv It,
even ¥From a distance."

What haseened in the intervening 15 vears? [ 40 net know. althouz=h
there ave pPrabably peorle alive todav who still remember. One clue :5 offered
by Hattre Hall Sirana, who in 1905 wrete "The Historvy of the Methodist
frotestant Church of Canarsie, New York", in which she lamented the fact that
"...FoT some reason or other these soad [Canarsiel peaple do not turn aut tg
the seryices of the:r church the way they used to vears agg." For whatever
reasan, care of the sraveyard was alicwed to larse, and by 18313 i+ had
desergrated o the state ghserved by Eardelay.

My Fourtn areat grandfather #dilliam H. Gostine was burieg in the
Methedist cnurchvard in [B54; his second wiFe was buried with him asour
his son James B. Gosline was buried there in 1868Y. My Fourth areat svand-
parents Henry and Zarah Morrison were buried ia the churchvsrd tn 1958 and
L1873, vespectivaly. [ yisited the church of my Sgresears, nou known as Cra

L7 g
Frotestant Church. on a wet, cnld Saturdav.,

<
w2 March 1980, lhe churceh butldina
Has neai and well-rert, and the church’s cenaresation and currert &

intster,
Philie A. Nes=tz, obuigusly take a arcat deal of pride in therr church., The
sravevard, howevwer, was gone. in the vears after Eardeley’s wisii, ¥. 93rd

Sireet was extendad across the western end of the cemeierry, vequirina aboui si:
feet of Fill over the orisinal sround level. Later when 0. $Zad Sireet was
raised: Fill was remcved From the noirth edse of the arauvevard: expPasine banes
and headstone fraaments. ARAccordins to Carl F. Ruppert. Jr.. Secretary of the
church: chiidren rode their bicvcles arpund toun wearine sXuljs on their heads.
The exrosed remains were later callectad and buried 1n a fMass erave 1a the
Canarsie Cemetery on Remsen Avenue. Today there 1s ng si19n thai any Sraves
ever stgod besitde the whitne church. The land west oF the ghurch is covered
with piles of dirt and concrete Fiii. flons the narth sdae of the Property,
aud and broken slass marKk the site of the old i1l removal. Trash 15 scattered
aiout, and thes enitive area 15.oversrown wiih tall wesds. fhe cons=resaticn 1s
HWorXins to restore the gchurch araunds, but 1t takes a lona time to undo the

effecis of 50 vear: af neelect, and their slender resources are sirtatned.

3B

(continue&q‘ﬂal‘
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“The rethodist people of Cavarsie are rroud of the:r church, and well
ther mar be: for 1t 15 worthy of their dgdmitation and affection,
But Just within the shadow of 1ts alrttering spire lies the churchrare.,
=y where so many laved ones have been lasd Lo recc! grandfathers and
HI:] arandmethers who loved to warshis 1n the Firsy litzle church, fathers
' and mothers who soush: and Found a Sawipur 'w the second church;

. In t305 Hati:e Halil Sirans wrote.

— res., and many loved ones who haue lately laft Grace Churen to uoin
thase wnho hawve scne an beforz. And this isaches us a grea: lesson.

I inoa Feuw shart vears we tac shall lie down o TeSL 1n Lthe §sulet

l churchrard, and adr sPITits shall ag aoil o tntd the sTeat unincouwa
S 10 mpet liga."

— )

: She littie suspected that never asain would anvane be faid to rest in Lha

- churchydard -- the-iast burial chseryed 5v Eardeley was 1902 -- or tha:

‘d within a few vyears the sraverard 1:s5elf would cease 1o ex:ier. Werz it not
A for James and HWilliam Eardeley, the simPle and pPolanant epitarhs Teprcduced
! here wouid have been lost farever.
e, d

TRANSCRIBER 'S HNOTE

el . : . . ;
( The saurce From which this worh was COPLEd 15 a carban copy held by
» the Lons Islana Historical Socievr. The Scecrety will nct allew cories to
T I be made Fram tts copy by pPhatasvashic ov xeroaraprhic medns. This 15 difficult

to undersiand, because their copy, Which uwgs protbably received as a denation.
wauld nat de harmed in any way by PhAstgarTarhs Tanen undzr nerwal room
tllumination. Ia additien. Eardelav would undoubtegir have wanted the Fullege
__nl Possible use to be made of his rasearch. The Society nevertheless allaus oniv
hand cerles, and I soried this manuscriet by hand an 23 March 14980, [1 135 @y
hare that thzse Tecords wili be asc wsgfal to oihers as thev haue been 1o me
i 1 and that those who receivs my transcripticn will make corpres gwaiiablie te

e Sthers without i1mpediment,
*_rj In teeroducing these records, [ have nat Areserved either Fardelpy's
e Paginattlon a7 his lineatian, zltheuah | haue preserved nis sefelling, punciuyation
and his unconvenitonal! use of tha colon as a delinestor, Il do0 not Hnow 1f h:is
et colon indicates the orisinal Lineation on the 'aravestanes ar :Ff 11 wae stmprly
__~j inserted where conventent -~ he unsed it soen Within his own comments and
desgrirFtians, I have set off 1n rarentheses what I belteve to he Eardelev’s
— COMMBALS ann JesCTIPLIONS,;  AMY COmMWENts are enclosed in sauare drackets
ijJ The veader should tane CaTe not to confusae the lower-case 0 (s} with the lower-
tase 5 [g). .
N
el

_.‘ Fred A. Kane!

Cary. North Laroling

-~ 15 Decemter (930

Sde g Gne



— M i5rd S e Ll 1 o DA ol 1.

g e e e
l ToTw *. 7

™y

<. “

leo

|

- med

"

PR |

d

BLOCK 8218 LOT 26 DOCUMENTATION 1915i%ravestone survey (
(Kanel 1980)

Canarsie., Kinas County, Wew York

Burial Ground

Lacatioen -~ On broaduay:. Brooklyn. New York, taKe the elevated train marked
to the Flatlands Avenue Station . waik to ¥ast 92nd. Street

Canarsie ! ride
Esicl, Broaklyn,

i832-1902 (1B45 overwritten '1832° by hand) : 89 stones

New YorK ! then south alans this stireet to Church Lane

then alons this Lane about S0 feet [ this Cemetery is not Reept up at all

Fence is almost

the vard is Full of il Kert shrubbery ! erass is hiah [ tins and parer rubbich
are all ahout the vard ! people use it as a thorouah Fare [sic] © and children
eplay about the vard . coried Mandav 4 October 1915 by Mr. James W. Fardslev,

all gone © about one third of the stunes are fallien doun

gf Brooklyn: New Yark.

3. Bebensee

4,

3., Bennett

B. Carmen

Thomas A, . a son of Byren and Annie Allyn
died {2 November 1875 : azed {[ vears
(a white marble stanea)

flora L. . a daushter of Brron and Annie Allyn

died 14 October [876 [ ased 2 months: and 14 davs
{a white marbie stane)

Henriette ! boern 9 February [8581 . died {6 Jsnuary (982

In memory ofF our belaved child 8nnie . (no dates;
these are beth on the same stons)

Georse . In memory of . born 18 June 1857
died 8 Auaust [863 . ased 11 vears. one manth. and 21 davs
(a white marble stane)

Autumn came the leaves wWere Fallina

Death our little ogne was callins

Bale and wan he arew and weakly

Bearing all his pains so meekly

That to us he seemad still dearer

As the heavanly home arew nearer.

Josephine I In memory of ; bhorn 20 May 1883
died 7 March 18BB [ ased 4 vears. and [0 meaths
Josie we lay thee in the silent tomb
Sueet Blossom of a dav
We Just besan to view thy bioom
When thou wert called awav.

David . {no dates) ! LComrany D, 127th New York InFantry

~

Georae . In memary of : who departed this life 26 Auaust 1849

ased 20 vears., B months and 23 davs
(a white sarbie stone; all in carital ietters)

continuecﬂ;)” A l!
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- S. Davis
BT ’;I
= 10.
11,
2.
13. Penten
14,
£5.
iB.
17, Dudlevy
]
h!!
18. Fisher
LI
o 18. Fardg
20,
—{_U’—-
) S 21
T 22.

23. Godfrey

1

0 24, Goslin

™

254

i

BLOCK 8218 LOT 26 DOCUMENTATION 191 %

Ewelena . (no daies) tail are on

Rosevy {no dates) a sray gran-

rank E. {(ng dates) ite2 polished
Arabella (no dates) siane’

John born 12 September LBZZ died 31 Januaryr 1BE7
Walter L. bern 21 Ausust 18E63 died 9 Mav 1875

(these twg are on the same stane)

Joil G. born 18 July 1839 died 23 June 18B3

Thetesa bern 31 March 1861 died 4 June (883
Samuel [ & son of Samuel and Sarah Ann Dudler
“who died 15 March 1849
{3 white marble stane all carital
Just like an early Tose
I‘ye seen an infant bloam
But death petrhaps before
Will Keep it in the tomd.

{3 Foot stone i1s marked "5.D.")

ietters)

it blows

Virainia . Beloved wife of Alexander J., Fisher died
28 Ausgust 1887 aged 41 vears and 8 months

{a white marble stonel

Isaae¢ G. I Born 4 March 1852 died [ ] Aerii 1858

ased B vears. one month:, and 7 davs

E. Watsan bagrn 24 March 1857
ased 2 months, and 9 davs
"They are sone but not Forgotten.”

died 29 Mav 1857

[saac (no dates; sray iron marker)

Hary (no dates; gray iron marker?

John Henry "In memarTy of "horn 19 ARusust [B3B
died 26 Mar [BS&1 (g white marble stone}

William H,. died 1854
“Sleep our dear "Father
[His aae was probably misread, hs would have been about S0,
sinte he was born ca. 1764. He died 15 AUsust 1B54,}

aged 96 vears . (no more daive!

Catharine Alnn Blaw er Blauwer] died [ 1] aged 89 vears
(no more dates all garital letters a2 stone with a aray
granite Face, polished., on a arav aranite hase)

{She was born ca. 1610, so she prabably died ca. [BI3;
married Willias Gesline at DRC. Flatbush, 7 March 1B34.]

s T s

.Gravestone Survey (continued)

(thase twp are on the same stone)

Al

"In memary of
daed one veavr, 5 months, and 16 davs
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26. GQosline Morris Abrakam . sgn of Stephen and Catharine Gosline
who died 27 September 1832 | a3ced ene vear, and 15 davs
{a foot stone has on it “M.A.G.") {This date was prababiy
misread. Stephen Gosline and Catharine Morrisan WETE nat
warried until 16838, the church Wwas not Founded until 1839
and land was net donated Far the temetery until |B43.7]

27. Hamm Gracie ! "In memsry of © "horn 18 Movamber 1587
died 4 October 1858
28. Walter ! horn I8 Margh 1864 [ died {1 Octoher 1828
R T {these twg are on a Wwooden board)
"-‘.
‘ za, William I "In wemory of : “"porn 11 Hav 1889
jjzi: +died 28 Ausust 1890
‘Li: .
- 30, Peter P, [ born 4 Decembar 1833 ° died 24 April 1894
- . (these two are ¢n a wooden board!
E— 31, Harws Catharine [ seboran den (1 Juli 1833 ) aesstoruen isyied
) ) den 20 Juli 1887 ! (a German . =ebpreq means hovrn |
?ﬂ-rT aestoruen [sicl wmeans died)
df;;; “Hier vruht in [sic] Gett® . (Here lies in Gagd)
1%\ . ZL32. Hart Sareh B, I born 1 January (820 ! died 29 Februyary 19072
. 33. Edward W. ! harn 18 February 1842 ! died § July 1825
|/ (these twgo are on the same stanes)
BRI 34. Hawkshursi Giles . died 1S Ausust 1879 : ased €2 vears, 2 months,
and 3 days ! (a white marbie stona!
S
: 33, Hertgr Hilliam ! "Hiar ruht in [sic] Gott mein aseliebter Gatie,
Gesterven [sigl" ! Y10 Juli 1880 . (no aze}
aB. Louise Fortmeier © "meine lLiebe Mutier, Gestorven {sic)
“24 Mav 1877  (np ase @ My dear Mother, died) und
27 weln lieber Vater, Heinrich Fortmeier © Gestarven L[sicgl
im oalter [sicl von B5 Jahre Magen Lsic] sie ruhen in [s:1c]
Friedem [sicl @ (nu death date) [lt seems probable that
‘Farimerer’ was his surname, not his middle name. ]
(35 eer 37 are all on thne same white marble stone)
3B. Hort Janeway V. ¢ diad December 1887 ! ased 24 vears, 7 months,
and 27 dars ! (& arav srarite s.one, Aolished torl
“Jesus said come to me and vou shail be frae
For [ love thep."
39. Hughes Mary ! wife of David Hughes ¢ died Z2 September 188%
ased 23 vears, 5 menths. and 16 davs
0. . W. T. 0 died 5 Nowember g8 . aged 7 vears. and 9 months

(these tuwo ares op the sams white marble stone)
.




e gty T - - £
FT I i

41
42.
43,
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ol 3 44,
WEE 45,
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45,

47.

48,

49.

Py LY LD Rk lf-‘".
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=¥ £

Jepsan

Kelly

Lans

Marsh

Mathew

Millssaugh

Mive

32. Marris

1
Gestarben 3 October 187¢ . Alt B Jahr, [ monath fsi1¢cl. 1G ¢

=
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Dan:el I “In memory ofF my beloved husband © "barn 15 July 1603 .
died 2 fieril 18H4 D zsed 74 vears, B months. and [S davs

Careline Jane [ wife of Daniel Jeeson : horn 11 Juiv 1BO7
{ne more dates) (these tWop are on the same white marble stone)

Elizadeth ;| "ln memory of - “died 29 December 1346
ased G4 vsars

“Blessed 15 the memory of the Jusi.®
ta Footstone has an 1t "E. K.")

ary E. 1 "In wemory of [ "diad 17 Movember 1RIS
ased 38 vears ! (a weoden hoard marks this =rave)

Georsiz [ "In memory of -- Dur Little Georgie Belgued daushtar
of Geerae H. and Sarah 4. Marsh “died [ 1 . (no date) !
asec 4 vears, luU months, and 22 davs ° (a white marblie stone)

"Father, Mather, dg not LT T

Blessed hore to vou 15 siven

That raur dariing 15 an ansas]

And her home is now in hezuen.,®

{Georse W. Marsh married Sarak H. Morrisan 10 Fehruary 18B2.1

Isaac ! who died 21 May 1873 [ azed 725 vears: 9 months,
and 1l davs ! “[n memgry of " (a white marhle stone}

William Alexander I "Gur Darlina ! “"haorn 25 December 1BQJ
{no death date) ! “In memory of " "GrandfFathers little pet."

Caroalina "Hier ruhet meine =aliebte Gattin

und Tochier., Geboren Spghn. Geboren 25 Ma: B35

Gestorben 12 Hai 1883 © ("Mere limec my beloved wife and
she was born [i.e., maiden name] Seahn. ")

.
i
e
1o
p= o
o
M
-

Caroitna A. Mavy | Geberen 9 May 1887 . Gestorben 29 July (B34
Catharina Seahn | "Hiepr ruhet in Gett." CGehorven LB Ausust

(a white marble stone)

{these Four are 1n a iot. enclosed bv & wire fence)

LEardeley cbuiously considersd the daushter referred to in #49
ds szrarate from the other buriais in the elot. The Faet ithat
nd mame or date 15 mentigned For the daushter, howsver, susgests
that the daushter referred Lo i85 #51( Catharina. who died 187!.3

™
~

Jebn AL D died 22 July 1873 @ ased 73 years, and 7 manths
{a white marble stone!
"WHe shall all mept gaain."
[(Probably the Mr, J.A. Morris who was minister in the 18405]

sl Ty
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33. MerTison

34,

3.

SB.

37.

8.

54,

GO. Rarnor

5t. Robinson

B2. Runrh

Henry I “In memory af ° "who died 7B April 1868 ! ased 73 years,

7 manths, and 16 davs [His death certificate states his dge

at death as 74 vears, 4 months and 10 days.]
"Fareweli. my wife and children dear
I am not dead hut sleering hare
As I am now so vogu must ba

Prepare For death and follow me."

Sarah I "In wemgry of : "who died 17 @oril 1875
ard 2 dars [ (3 white Marble stane)

{these two are an the sdame hase)

“fdieu dear children now adieu

I wust no more return to vopu

But you must came to me

My sons and dauahters Wwhom 1 lgue."

. 77 years,

Catherine [ "Ip memory of [ "diad Degember {B50 [ aaed 44 Years.
9 months, and 20 days '

Martin ! died Ausust 1851 [ aszed S0 years and 10 moanths
{these two are on the same white marhla stone’
Frances ! the beloved wife of Abraham Marrisgn :
“died ! (ng date) ° aged 31 vears. and 9 manths

SFarewell I sweet child

Kina mnther, Mife *

Hasta to thy home Zbove

He vield thes tp gz better liFa,#

“In memory of *

fidaline ! died : {no date) ! azed g 78drs, and 10 months

{these two are gn the same white marple stone)

Mary A, ! uife of Charles W, Bo=are - died . {(ng date!
aged 25 veaps, 7 manths, and 13 days

“Desolate, mear heart brokap

We mlaced her beneath the sod

BUut we Know that our gentie darlins

Is at home with her maker, God."
(this is a white marhle stone) o "In memory gf®

Gearae . : “Ip memory of [ “died 30 September 1880
2aed 3 vears, § manths. and 19 dave fa white mardle stonsg}
"Littie Georsie was gur davling
The pride of all gur hearts at home
But an anas! came and whispared
Darline Gegoraie 4o come happ," A

C. 71888 ; (no more dates ! na z=se ! an iren siqgnp,
endmel, with black letters, ;

[Passihly the arave of Cecelia Ann Gesline Robinson, born
8 Dectober 18863, married James Rabinson 2?2 February 18883

.

white

Mary Arn ! borp § August [B768 ! disq g Auaust 1§82
aged 6 vears, and 3 davys {a white marble stone)

—44-
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B63.

64.

86,

B7.

63.

&8,

Rrder

Sthuneeike

Schreiber

Charies ! “In wemory of : "uwha died 22 February 1854 ; aced
30 vears, and 3 davs : (3 white marhle stogne)

Catherine Ann | wWife of Honrvy . Schmeelke : barn 21 May 1838

died 15 December 1888 @ (x white marbie stone : all carital
letters) [ "My sgul rest in peace,.”

(Henry W, Schmeelke married Lillian Morrison {6 Julvy 1830.]

Sarah Jare ! “In memory of my beloved wife : "born !5 Fabryary
1847 [ died 3 December (877 ' (21 white marbie stone!

"The same fond mother bent at night

O%er each Fair sleepina brow

She had each Ffondest Flower in sizht

Where are they slsepina now?"

“Mar hen soul rvest in peaca."

- Eliza I beloved wifa gf Henry K. Schmeelle ! barn 21 November

1835 ! died 18 October 1880
"Oh: let pot tears embalming tamhb
Nore sut tha dews by tuwilicht given

O, lat not sighs disturb the Sloom
Mene but the whispering winds gf heaven."

Catharine @nn | “In memary of © “born 31 Decamper 1865 :
died 24 June 1888 ! (a1l caritals)
"God walled our little lamh auay
To dwell with him zhove
d: how hard it is to part
Hith those we dearly loye."

Hillian Henry ! *“Ip memory of [ “born 17 Februyary 1553
died 24 March 167D @ (a white marols stgne)
"Weer not for me, dearp Parents
I bid vou bath zoad bLye
For Gad has sromised Heaguen
Ta such little gpes as J.*

Barbara ! {in black lezterst [ "hier tuht in Gott | "sebaren
L November 1814 : aestoerben 29 Mai lHEBE : (a arar sand stons)
“Uer Tad ist meines Liebes Ruk 3
Uas Grab die Ruhekamlmier
Die sghliesset Jesus selber zu,"

Jehn 0 “In wemorv of [ “hern 17 December 1822 : A
died {7 Serptember 1887

Lusy 4. wife of John Serene ! born 9 Ausust 1839 ; died

21 Auausi 1891 {these two are an the SEmMe €rav arvanplie stone.
Polished face | all caritals)

"They Test in reace,”

DOCUMENTATION 1915 Gravestone Survey (continue&%]#%ll
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72,

73.

73.

80.

g1i.

BZ.

83.

B4.

BS.

86.

g87.

88,

Sharrott

Shea

Skidmore

Smith

tandclify

Stare

Yanhouten

Hillett
tua
Father
Mother
Cur Baby

Grandmother

Father

26 DOCUMENTATION 1515 Gravestone Survey (continued)

Abraham [ "In memory of  “"who died 12 March 1870-. aaed
78 years, 2 months, and !l davs . {a white marhle stane)
"Farewell, dear Friend, asain farewel!
Scon we shall rise to thee;
And when we meet no tcnzue can tell
How areat our Joys shall he.”

Eliza | *In memery of . "died 13 March 1889 . s=eed J4 vears .
(gll carpital letters)

Mary . wife of Isaac Gkidmore . “In memory of [ “"who died
8 Ausust 1849 ; ased 34 vears: 7 months, and L7 davs
{(a white marble stane)

John 0 dr. 1 7 "In memory of ¢ "born £ October [B23 I died

Z8 Ausust 1845 [ {a white marhle stane . Ffoo% stone has “J.5.")
Ann - relict of John Swith I Jr. @ "In memory af . "born 26
October 179! . died 4 MNouember (3849 | azged 58 vesrs, and 9 davs
- (& white mavrble stone . Foot stone has "A.5."}

Witliam : died 3 November 1873 . zaed 74 vears, and 8 months !
(a white marbla stone}

Linney C. ! "In memary of a beloved daushter of WKiiliam and
Caraline Stape [ “died 27 July 1685 . ased 28 vears: 7 months,

gand 23 davs | {3 white marble stone)
*AL Test.”

Raleh | Sen. . "who deearted this 1ife 29 December 1B77 |
ased 67 vears: 3 manths, and 19 davs®™ ! (3 Wwhite marble stone)
"How bhlessed the riahteous when he diless
Hhen sinks a weary soul at ress
How mildly beam the clasina eves:
How aently heaves the exPitTing bresast.”

Richard [ "In memory of . "born 19 March 1813 and
Elien [ wife of Richard Vanhouten . born 1 January LBOQ

both died 23 September 1385

(80 and 61 are on the same white marble stone!

Harion Ellen [ {no dates a ardy aranite staone)

(no more | a3 head board)

{ng more . white granite stone) N
{rio more . white sranite stone)

{(pno more)

gaed B3 vears . (no more | a white marble stonel

died 2 Janugrv 1898 . zasd 73 rvears . (no name . a white
marble stone)

Al
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18928-1952 in Relation to 0ld Cemetery

"Qld

Cemetery

aAppendix 8
Canzrsie Cemetery Records (1899-1952) Related to

Surials and Beinterments in Cararsie Cemetery

lef

Location in

Permit  Permit Place Date of faa Canarsie
Hame Number Date of Peath Death ¥rs Mohs Davs  Undertake: Cematory Remarha+
Allan, Byron £33 2/27 /1909 - 9/:i6/i8B1 49 -~ — - GAR rom 01d Cemetery
Sarthal, Hary E. 33 9/13/1907 134 Powell S5t.  -- 31 -- - Wm. Ripp -~ in 012 Cemetery
3iggr, £lthia 426 4f 3/18505 -- = i T B Sec. 8 Irem 0id Cenetery; Wm.
Ploc 3 H. Eiegs, owner cfo Wam.
H. Biges
Biges, William 337 9/:10/1%031  E. 94 St. - 70 - - Wm. Ripp -- in Cold Cemetery
” " 685 2/27/1969 ~- -- 7 - - - GAR Zrcm 014 Cematery
BreAker, Catherine 888 11/ 7/1911 "from Qld e [ Supt. Sec. 9 from 0ld Cenatery
n Cemetery! Plov 48
Brown, Alice E. 376 4/26/1904 Hoboken, N.J. -- 15 == i - -
Brown, L.D. 467 9/30/1905 - 1/ /1893 1L 2 -- J. E. Trear, -
supt.
Brown, Sadie M. 466 9/30/1965 - 4/ 571875 3 4 -- J.E. Trent, Sec. B E 1/2
Supt. Zlgr 85
Burmeister, Annie 8% 4/17/1907 -~ - 84 B8 4 Supt. HYec. §
Ples 81
Burmeister, Henry 387 4717 /13807 -- - 4§ == e Supt. Sane as above
1723 5/ 1/181% "from Gld = e -— 34 -- Suot. Sgz. 8 b
Senjamin £.! 5 Cemetery”
Catheest, Lucinda 2231 4/28/1232:° 'removal frem -~ -— =~ - H. W. Serere  Sec. 3 2 i/2  removal 0id Cametery
- Cld Cemetery" & Son Conter, Plot 13
Danangher, Mabel 302 i/ 9/1803 104 Chester.St -- —— - 2 J. W. Earl -- rn 2ld Cemetery
L El 489 9/30/1%05  Homecrest (?) -- e == 5{?)J. E. Trent, Sec. B £ i/2 Srom 0ld Cemgrery
Supk. Biar B3
433 4/29/190% Canarsie Shore -- -— - == Supt. Tren: Sec. B 3 cf Mrs. Feith, Zran
® Plot 83 0ld Cemerery
a74 2/27/1808 - 3/12/1802 &S -— - - GAR Irom Ol Cemefrary
&79 2/17/1909 ~- 1/25/:1897 62 = = A
686 2/27/1309 - - e = b
Harms, Jehn 1102 4/16/1815  “frem 0id 8/ 7/18%0 63 s --
Cemateory™
Harms, Catherimed 1103  4/i6/1%i3 “From old 7/27/1987 54 -~ --
Cemezery"
Hart, Sarah 332 3/ 1/1%02  Hempstead - 8z I 16
tident
Hoval, Hestes ag4 4/35/1913  “0ld Cemetery" -- "not knows® Supt C a1 from Gld Cemetary
Jepson, Charles 678 2/27/1953  -- 9/24/1299 56 = i = G.A.R. from 01d Cemetery
Mersh, George 8582 /2771208 -~ 11/ 8/1881 39 - -- Supt 4aR {G.A.R from 0ld Cemeteary
Quner)
Mathews, Alonuzo &34 /2071909 -- e 2 - == Supt Sec. B from 0ld Cemetery
Plot 15
Mathews, ibbie §95  3/20/1%09 - — -- & -~ Supt. Same as above from Old Cemstezy
¥athews, Tony 626 3/ag/loeo  -- == = 4 = Suot Same as above from 014 Cemecery
HoUrodden, Jemes 8231 4/20/1512 Mfrom 0l4 -- 76 -~  --  Supt Sec. 8 Bath in one grave
¥eCrodden, Margeret 89354 4/20/:912 Camerery' -- 85 -- -~ Supt Plot 91 from 0ld Cemetary
Horrisen, Abigail 35%  12/:8/1903 Skidmore Lane  -- B3 5 21 W. T. Mooor =5 put in 0ld Cemetery
(sic) .
Horzison, Abigail 463 3/30/3i9G5 Canarsie - m - - J. E. Trent, Sec, T N 172 from 0ld Cematery
supe Plot 66
Korman, Jennie 702 53/23/1809 - = Bl == e Supt Bec. 7 {rom Qld Cemetery
Pioc 19 [grave 43 pencilled in)
Crman, Norman G. 7G3 5/27/1999 -~ e s 3 e Supt Seme a2s above from 5ld Cemetery
Powell, Cernelia 508 1/ 3/1908 -~ e 50 -- -- H. H. Serens Sec, © ‘roem Old Cametervy
Flor 4
fhode, 85 5/ 87113 -~ 2/26/:880 50 -~ -- - Sec. 7, Plots from Old Cemsrery
Cheintopher E 67-68 E.
center
fcharce, 8B7 272771809 -~ - - - - e Gar from Old Cemetary
Schoaeelilk, 939 ii/f12/1913 - i0/19/i880 44 11 28 H. W. Serene Sec. 8 from 0ld Cemutorw
Plog 58
Schoeelr, Henry w, 998 11/12/1912 1780 E. 92 S5r. -- B0 -- bt H. W, Serene “Sare as shove ?
Schueali, Joha M. 1809 12/ 571913 "Old Cemerery” B/ 3/1B68 61 2 - supr Sac. C - T
. Plot 7B
Schmeelk, Mareare: 1010 12/ 571913 "old Cemetery” 11/29/1877 65 11 18 Supt Same as above -~
Seibeck/Siebeck, 580 22771909 -~ 7/18/1887 43 -~ == == GAR Irom 0ld Cemeter
Hanry
Sielllng, 1106 7/12/3i%i4 “"From oMd 472971880 ~- -~ - Supt Sec. 9 .
Catherine G. Cemetery” Plot 48/47
Skidmore, Mary A, 458 89/26/190¢ Canarsie 12/26/1886 &7 4 1n J. E. Trent, -~ removed from
Supt. GlE Cemctery
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(continued) .

Appandix B {continued}

Canarsia Cemetery RBecords [189%9-19532) Helated o

I
,:.- "01d Cemeterv” Burials and Reinterments in Canarsie Cemctery
e W
. Locacion in
Parmit Permil Pleca Date of hge Canarsie
o ——— Nema Humber Dato of Death Coath Yrs Mths Devs Undartairer Cemetery Remsrks
" ¥ ] B
Ty Smith, Emma F 104 1/25/1903 E. 94th Ave, L -- 25 - - M. M. Serene  -—- in 01d Cemetery
Ca griliwell, Eliza A. i008 12/ 4/39i3 "0id Cemetuary" &f/17/1884 78 & 24 sSupt. Sec. 8 SE /4 --
Plor 71
——r— 5+illwell, George 1005 12/ 4/1%i3 "0id Comeczery” 11/24/1861 25 2 -- supt. same as above --
’ Getliwell, Wm. B. 1007 13/ 4/1313 "0la Cemetery” 7/ 4/:87%9 24 --  --  Supt. same as above -
;_;__ sriliwall, Wm. H. 1G04 12/ 471813 "Dld Cemetery” s/ 8/1839 35 10 21 Supz, same as above -=
stoll, Cherles 675  2/27/1509 -- i/ yfe0r iB -- -- = G.ALR. fvem OLd Cemeter
van Glahn, Jekn 571 A7i7/1997 - -- 60 -- == Supt. Eecz. 9 irom 0ld Cemeiery
S 5 1/2, 82
var Hocten, Charles 350 11/29/1903 E. 92 & skid- = 72 10 -~ . 7. Moore == jicze: the paucity of
] mare Informption may be in-
dicative of burizl in
0léd Cemetaryl
p—_ van Houten, 6B8 2/27/1909 -- -= 0 - - GhR - from 014 Ceneter,
: Charlotte Wife of Jechn
ez ven Houten, Dara 11g0 4/16/i915  -- 5/22/1890 23 3 -- Bt . Zec. 1 from 0lé Cemetery
" Plot 58
Yan Houten, Hatrie 360 i/ B/39G4 Canarsie s ~ mmm Jre (?) Stein- - 0Oid Cemetery
] N metz »
o Van Houten, John 877  2/27/1369 -- 1i/30/1%00 7@ -~ - s GAR Irom 0ld Cemetery
] yan Houten, Philie 576 2/27/1909 -- - s = —= GhR frem 0l4d Cemetery
Van ¥outen, Wm. 3. -1:5% 2/217/1%09  -- 1G6/11/1887 57 -- - = GAR Srowm Old Cemetery
wWanser, Willlam . 265 &/ B/19:3 - 1/ 971913 44 -~ -- Supt Sez. € froem QlE Cemetery
f‘?“} Plot &1
S HWarre-, John - 1173071903 - 4/--/1688 80 -~ - N. Rother Sec. B ‘rom 0ld Cemetery
e Plots 16/77
. Warner, John 31 a/30/:905 -- o L Supt. Trenz Sec. 9 from 0lé Lemetery
Flogt 33
=] Warner, Johnm H. .= 11/30/1863  -- 5/26/1BB3 24 R. Rotler Sec. 8 freom 0ic CameCery
i plos 76/77 [tiote: locaticn same as
sy {Note: leca-
tion the same
I as gohn VWarner,
above; plot
owned by b,
P . Warner|
warner, Johp 5. Ir. -- i1/30/i903 -- o/--f18683 il -- = M. Rother Zec. 8 from 0lc Cemutery
. Plog -- from 016 Cenetery
- {koter al-
cheugh ro
i plet H is
given, it
seans likely
= to be Plots
7o/ as
— cited for other
warner:s (sce
above) |
] Weber, Charles 571 2 f30/:207 - - 39 3 e Supt. Sex. B8 from Gld Cemetery
Edward Plot 1063
i) WizpThoimer, -- -~ e 10/:15/188% 9 --  -- #. Rother Sec. 14 from QLd Cemetery; own-
Frank Blot 14 ed by A. vimpfheimer
o o wimefheimer, 356 13/ 871903 -- 11/ 6/1888 14 - - 1. Bother Same as above from Cid Cemetery; own-
= Hosman ed by A. Wimpfheimer
I_I
5 T
| “"Rezackc” are those found in the Canarsie Cematery register with some comments added in brackets.
o 2This Is the latest recorded burial In "0ld Cenetery.”
‘T@is iz latest reintorment from Di¢ Cemetery recorded in the Canarsie Cemetery reglster; It ahould be noted that no Lucindn Catheart
1 k.

5 ig found on the 1915 listing of gravestones {se¢ Appencix ).
“Cathorine Hams {s ona of two well-documented rainterman:
“Concaivably Sarah 8. Havrz, #32 en page 5 of
tng of the gravastons insecription}.
Sgiiza Schmeslk {Schneelke) is
Cemetercy when har husbang,
ing after her body had been removed.
and possibly Sarah B. Hart (see note 4) were the only ones on the 1315

i@

T
fo
Henry,

und on page

died in

19:3.
The

the 1915 liszing:; the age. which is off by 9

S of the 1915 gravoestone list.
sirce she is found en
records suggast raintermonts

.
page 5 of the list [hopendix Al).
days, may morely zeflect incorrect copy-

from the 1915 listing (#31 on

Iz zppears that her body wes reinterred in Canarsie

the 1915 gravestcne list, her stcne pust have remained stand-~
wore documented and that Eliza Schmeelk{e). Catherina Barms.
iizt to be reinterrcd at Canarsie Cemetery.

~49—
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