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Chrysalis Archaeological Consultants, Inc. (Chrysalis), was retained by Maiden & Nassau, LLC – 

CBRE Property Management on behalf of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York and their 

construction contractor, Turner Construction Company, herein The Project Team, to undertake 

Phase IB Archaeological Monitoring exclusively for the identification and potential recovery of 

human remains only, as part of the John Street Plaza Restoration Project (48 John Street), New 

York, New York County, New York (Map 1 and 2).  The project site was once part of the 

neighboring St. John’s Church property.  

 

Based on coordination with the City of New York – Landmarks Preservation Commission (NYC 

LPC), including excavations in 1986, the project was not subject to Phase IB Archaeological 

Assessment.  Rather, the project operated under an Unanticipated Discovery Plan that stated in the 

event human remain(s) were uncovered an archaeologist would be brought in to handle the 

situation (URS-AKRF 2010). 

 

In September 2021, during ongoing construction excavation activities, a fragmented human femur 

was uncovered (Image 1).   The Project Team contacted the NYC LPC and Chrysalis to discuss 

next steps. Both the New York City Police Department (NYPD) and the City of New York – Office 

of the Medical Examiner (NYC OME) were contacted regarding the initial discovery. Upon 

confirmation that the remains were “historic” from an area of disturbance on site, representatives 

from NYC OME removed the single skeletal remain and remanded it to their offices.   

 



 

 

Chrysalis was retained by the Project Team in October 2021 and an updated Archaeological Work 

Plan (AWP) was developed and approved by the Project Team and the NYC LPC.  Chrysalis’ on-

call Funeral Director, Doris V. Amen, L.F.D., Jurek-Park Slope Funeral Homes, Inc., (Jurek), filed 

with the City of New York – Department of Health (NYC DOH) for a Disinterment Permit for the 

project (Image 2). As per NYC DOH guidelines, Ms. Amen transported the fragmented remain 

from the NYC OME back to the project site for reinterment.  

 

The updated AWP called for archaeological monitoring during excavation portions of the project 

to ensure that if additional human remains were unearthed, they would be documented and handled 

appropriately. The Project Team reiterated that archaeological monitoring was only for human 

remains and that any other cultural resources were not to be documented as part of the 

archaeological monitoring.   

 

Archaeological monitoring occurred between October 2021 and April 2022 (Images 3 - 4).  In 

November 2021, an additional fragmented human skeletal remain was recovered from within the 

same disturbed context/area that the initial skeletal remain was located (Image 5).  Unfortunately, 

due to the condition of the skeletal remain, no information could be determined (Brown 2021).   

 

In coordination with St. John’s Church, the two skeletal remains were reinterred on site (Map 3).  

 

Although the project area is confined and clearly has been subject to numerous excavations in the 

past (Images 6 - 7), there are material and architectural remains that date to at least the nineteenth 

century present throughout the project area (Image 8 - 10). Any future excavation work in this area 

should consider archaeological monitoring. 



 

 

 
Map 1: USGS Map - (United States United States Geological Survey 2019). 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Map 2: Project Area Map (OASIS 2020). 



 

 

 
Image 1: Femur fragment recovered from nineteenth century backfill at 48 John Street. 

  



 

 

 
Image 2: Project Permit 

 

 
Image 3: Test Unit Excavation area showing extensive shoring required. 



 

 

 
Image 4: Monitored excavation area. 



 

 

 
Image 5: Human Remain recovered in October 2021. 



 

 

 
Map 3: Project map showing the reinterment location for the human skeletal remains. 



 

 

 
Image 6: Confined area of excavation. 

 

 
Image 7: Confined area of excavation.  



 

 

 
Image 8: “Blob-top” top bottle. 



 

 

 
Image 9: Portion of a granite architectural freeze. 



 

 

 
Image 10: Stone jug fragment. 
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