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= Several lots on Taaffe Place had small shed-like structurss located in the middle of the lot
on the north or, in one case on the south, edge of the property. Some of thess are
identified on the maps by the initials “WC” indicating a water cioset (privy}. Traditionaily
£ i cisterns direcii i 5
o
look for privies only at the roar lot line, we may miss somes of these feutures -

= Asiate as 1218 long afler the availshility of sewer and water throuphout the area
| 'W.C.) are shown on the maps of the project area,
ng were avaiiable some owners continued o

2. information concerning the 19" century

3 - e o smamBonemtany) Fo 3 i 1

3. ea have the potential to yicld information
th the rear yards of the dwelling houses
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vanously desciibed as 2 sniii:maﬁ s-id a grocer, lived on I:;.em .éva:nu:* near Flushing, In most
cases the carly criy directonies do not includs a strect number, but rathe provide directions

such as “Kent near Fitis*smg , making it difficull to place a specific ta-mv at a specific address,
i, in this particular case, the 1ax assessment records, which include the street zddrsss,
brid idicating er {i i

Clark lived st 796 Kent Avenue (then 332 Kesnt
. & number of venrs he and his family would have, of
sa&;ess:tv; rsiisé on ;mvies as‘sf? cé“ters s located in the rear yard. I
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had most probably been availshle since 1352 i3, since it was

& ?i.&c: (ihen Graham Strest) in that year, and the installation of sewers on
mabiy contemporan ;

r records dated to

casi 1899 Hs was

10 the tax agsessment records, Patrick McCann p.;r...ha..ﬁl he proparty
1y

g the ground foor o
McCann was 57 years old in 1880, married

daughter, Julia aged 13, Hved at home. B¢
; rk. This paitern o

I rr: of parental ir h“n._gfﬁﬁbﬁ and children born
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MicCann/ ri were still living at 796 Kent Avenue (formeriy 332 Kent Avenue, but
;-eﬁumbered somstime gﬁ_a: 8803, Patrick McCann appesrs in the 1
directory at 332 Kent Avenus, and is again identifiad as a grocer,

In 1880, in addition to the MeCann/MeCain family, severs! othier famiiies lived at 798
Kent Avenus, including Thomas Dsl and '*=“-= mfe Ells, and their two sons — Joseph, aged
A '

8ng
arles, ages 8 months. '_3

4 vears, and £

BiCIZE3 CITY/SCAPE: Culturul Resource Consulinnis



T TEMGYE
ot was unchaenpgs
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foris: 3% Taafle Place (formerly 59 Graham Street/7 Graham Serset)

1 Block 1883, including the block
'.-"f}" present-day Block 1883 +

{prior to that it was Biock 4, Old
esuni-day Taaffe Place was ECHuVL"’I &%
svoid confusion with
lay 59 Taaffe Plac

svestigation rovesals tha
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11 his name appeared in the Brooklvn
Edward McMamara, Ir | resumap‘!

z:f.hs_te that B "ward I%r"c_a Jamara owned the property

880 census, John Malone, age 37, lived at 59 Graham Street with
by Mal rix in Irelgnd, but their children
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dentified as a clerk. All of the other children, ranging in
“at school”
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4 to twin boyvs of 7, were

No records of the sewer connection sxist for 59 Taaffe Place, but we know from other
documents that sewer u:mr:cc: IGAS were made -v-t;inr* the proisct area in |

Taaffe Place) and 1869 (55 '
connection o the water
Taafie Place that waicr wa

904 } s;;et-;mg a one story .-m.,ant s;z‘uctu:e and
ry shed at the rear of the lot. At mid-lot along

€ sout ‘aér": Eﬁdl.d:ﬂ" Was g 1 ¥ struciure that would be consistent with a site of 3 ;:;ﬂ'v!-;
{or water closet/*W.C.”). The certificate of occupancy (dated 1960) indicates the lot
contained a 3 story dwelling. This building may have 1@}_12\:&{! the r:mi—if; cantury 2 story
dwelling, or the mid-12" century building may have been altered, |
overall placement of the buudrm_ on the property, we cannot rule out m=‘ pman jiz}r that the
remains -f:'" efthé‘:r a privy c:r -“w'- 1 may be present. With this in ind, ths additional

aeclomical invesiigation of

cords, Stephen Wood owned this property between

oy B, simee-iaf. The house was described azs g 2-

the ?ﬁr'r}si if time th:ﬁ L C}' E. Whesler
: 4

O
$200. Ch } &pﬂ then was Jw:eweci erty was ake*: by the City of
‘L

Brooklyn, which held it uniil the mid-189¢° hen i hased by Alex McKnight

Stephen Wood s name did not appear in the Hrooklyn ity dirsctory at this address {or
any other in the neighborhood) in 1870, 1873-6 or 1880, and an examination of sarlier ¢ity
i e in Brookivn. No names
ver, in 1880 the Snyder fanmly

directéries did not Iocate a person by ¢
associated W*i‘h this address prior to

wife, “Adaire” had been born in German. He was a biacksmith,

i =

o aged 21 years. Alfred had been born in New York State,
}
4

sorge {aged 20 years}, Etcﬂh..... {aged 15 years),
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Bzua-}i 1533, Lot 13-20 & 27 Boroush of Erocklyn, Kings County,

The historic 1 'ngps indicate that by 1904 the property was vacant, and remained vacan:
through 1930 Asisthe e-’-a wi Taaffe ?‘ace we knn v that water was gvsilable c!m’iﬁ-&—
the :::e:icd when Stephen Wood owned ty, and Lnag sewer was availahls
vear of his purchase. .E-&,ed on the 1850 D i

wad been built on the lot (¢ formerly Lot 34 a*u: pri-ar ta iha_t e F.ot 42,
sewer of water were avatizble in the neig i

.-5_- M.

oistarn may remain on the propaity, In addition io t ¢ pote
dating to Heﬁ:r'r- 1862, it is possible that some information

otcupation may exist on the property ft is not satirely clear ¢
g i

wiackﬂsmﬂr at this address, but an examination of this ot w
sdditional information collested for *he revised report indicaie

-

iny 'eai‘aﬁa-u‘n of this iot is warranted.

¢ Place {former 55 Graham Street)

2 7

Graham Street was purchased in July 1869 by John Gillen, described
'*:"f:z:‘nr : v;i*::r owned the property uniil as iaie a5 1899, The
5 3 £ =

k 2-¥2 story dweiling that by 1 Si’: h-‘r:z been rebuilt or converted in a
3 y building with a store on the ground floor. The configuration of buildings on the ot in
1204 shows a 3-story dwelling abutting the southern b‘,unﬁgﬁv of the iot with a 3 story

dwelling in the -uz.&kes..a. corner, A E-m ory ﬂ;eﬁS!Gi‘i wag attached o the sorth side of the
rear dwelling. In 1918 the x.{!fjﬁ-"l_rmiﬂﬂ of the buildings was the same, but a 1 story shed
structure identified as 2 “W.C." had been built on the northern property line at mid-lot, By

1233 the {ot was vacant,

The census data indicates that in 1380 John Gillen, then 33 },:5"5 ol

address with his wife and 4 children. Both John G Um*r and his wife, Fosa, had been bom in
; iew York. The

d

N

.uei“n‘:. “-u t‘l ir children, renging io age fiom 24 1o 15, had all ‘.:ee‘l borm in New York

ived in the dwelling at the front of the lot, '
The (8X assessment records indicate that in June 1874 an alierstion was made o the

d Z dwellings, one at the rear. The 1880

property, and in 1879 the ist i-s. identified as uﬁzitmuiag p
il ersons lived in the rear house;

census indicates that the following i

‘LJ

Igseph H-—-- (illegible), a painter, his wife, Maggie, 2 children and bis mother,

Biary Bown--- (iilegible}, who at age 70, kept house for E‘_e" son, Michae
faborer, and her danghier Marie {age 32}, who worked in a cotton ma

i the aduits had been bom in Treland, and sali the
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Lot 155 wammanted.

Aveniue wag connected to the sewer,

At the time the owner of record was Georg ikers Sewer Permit #23308). According
: 2 ent record: . : : 1867 was George Heilberger
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whose name is variously sps ut logically it may be supposed that
George Heikerson and George Hailberger =

1 A

e early city directories among the residents of “Graham Place near
He oy
Li5- L

£
sequantiy rebailt or shiersd

rge Hetlberger's name does not appear in the city directories, he appears
e . § % s gs P Cis 5 L . g 1 o
George Herbring) residing at 47 Graham Street with his wife and four
id in 1350, and he and hus wife had be in natty.
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sible that he ran a siore (perhag

i DoE Z
d him, but that is, of course, not certain. In add er and
: a5 also cecunied by John Crawford, his wife Mary, and their young son
hen under 1 vear of age), and by Maggi -

ie Chambers, whe was 52 years of age and ideniified

i ¥ T =K A : .

- L% 14 h | P
a 5 B : i family had boen born
in
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iong ihe northern propenty gmr
story shed-like structure. Aitmusz* it iz not identified a
corresponds with the i cation {'h ﬂt?—ve*-as prﬁ;ieb of Wdi&
The yq-u-m,a.mp of the build

8CGGHIoN here Was g | story shed-like structure that spa

"‘*: 4'l-

aﬁé a conaeciion {o the sew e: hq;;
in archacological potent

(rver the years, the iot became more densely de
_ - .

th a 31ore on the ,mci Hoor. GP the
removed and a sﬁxhu; antial apariment-

H w:n*' ot was Liitle Nassan
- ack the potential to yield
dentif “'\.i as ;ﬂﬂt of 55 Graham Streer)

(Lot | :
contained a E story sﬁr-ctur: in 1867, and was connected to the sewer in ibéﬂ it appears
to have been 31?.6:‘"&‘_! or rebuilt as 2 3 story building in 137983, but was vacant land in 1880

it :ezr’"hﬁ vacant until 1891, when John Gillen, who owned i:l?_'{: adjacent lot (35 Taaffe
gce}, built 2 4-story old law tenement that coverad much of the lot. In 1218 there was a

structure identified as 8 “W.C.” in the rear vard, but this was an apartment structure filled with

numerous unreiated families and the value of any information obtained from such deposits,
should they exist would be minimal. Lot 18 {(no sirest a{i{ires- given) was an empty lot that

remained unbwili upon untii‘, 1898, when a 1 story building was consirucied in the northeasiern
. ‘That building was linked to a building with a Kent Avenue address.
lags Ez s concluded that Lot 18 has no

corner ofthe i‘}!'{‘r..,,;

ding was identified with the wor

g

3
H

I’

Returning o the jots considersd to have archaeological potential, i is necesssry to say
word concerning the census data, and {o note a number of factors that limit its usefulness:

a 3 ng us y
first, the census for 1850-1870 is organized by the order in which the families were

interviewed, _:’_‘.EZE‘I :ﬁ.. by strest asidrass, This lack of an alphabetical list makes searching
for residents « In contrast, the 1880 Census i :—;gmma t-»

addresa. It was -“sfz'rghe'-:;, mzd zi‘.:: results of that search are Anciudﬁi

fire, the 1890 Census for Kings County is not ava“abia The 1900 ¢
By ;~=; t date, the Taaffe Place E.st:ws indicated a dense oce up&ven fth
na overlap b"‘whsn the names found in the 1335 Cansus and thoss g
Des i : the limited usefulness of the census information, soms mnds_..m ions can be reached
concerning the families that occupicd the project area in 1880
= All of the [amnilies living in the neighborhood were Caucasian,

51883 CITY/RCAPE: Cultnral Bosoures Consulianis



=  The vast ity of the £ s oCccupying the proj i
e vast majority of the families occupying the project area betwesn 1867 and 1880
o il . — : ; ; '9 = L 2SS 2833 FLENS
were of Irish extraction ~ having either been born in Ireland or barn of parents who
iiad been bom in Ireland. A o

& A w f 3 3 i
A very few individuals had been bom in other English-speaking countries, i.e. Scotland
or Erciawn

= The Gi‘Lv ncm—.-;_n y
the project area be li‘f‘er:?a_ 1867 and 1830 is {:—.m oy
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= : i‘i‘:i"‘igﬁ trorn, their children haa. besn born
ew York City, but ong or two in New York
Ls o A £ T o i I
e The heads of bousehold (HOH) had a rumeer of ( G:HD&**Q:‘:&, but, with the exception

of one man identified as a “gentleman,” the adult males were engaged in frade. Some
of them, such as the three b ii@"lﬁ&i"ei’?. were skiiled trades. It is likely that these men
worked i : Two of the men were grocers, who lived in

buildings w ably they owned and operated, were located.

= 'T'he wives were aii at home and identificd as “housekeeping ”

= n unskilled trades, as clerks, laburers, or
= orked outside the house, worked in stores or, in

= 'The vounger children were at school,

From this information we se¢ a homogenous neighborhood, composed of men engaged in
trade — many probably associated with the E;cpeum Navy Yard - or smali tas,ne.smen, guch
as the two grocers, who probably Hved in the buildings where Tich stores were iocated. The

project eres was residential, but an active ag.ema;a. was iocated immediately across Tazfis

Plage {then Graham Sin ah;tf: and 1’:& \venue. Flushing Avenue wasa
. H thin

s, with shops, Hvery stub?ea and 2 hotel wi
d seen some chanpges — the nmﬁ,t arsa
being replaced by families whose birthplace

h
231

was ta!v Trrespective Lf the ba;ges in etli,ﬂ,ie‘ iy, it seems likely that the Navy Yard was

primary emplover.

comnercial street,

al

|m-

Based on the mater
now possible to answer th q
does not posSsess the poie ai to
indicate that between \_iéﬁ“ﬂf

s-tah e and that included in the Stage 1A report, it is
8§ PL!ﬂd‘-ﬂ that the ﬂfﬁj"’{ arga

v.aps of the area

ater line of Wallabout B

Hect arca would not Zr!.a

Hg-

extended gs far south a5 Lise
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Revised Stage 1B Evaiuation of Archaeological Potential of Project Arca
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been inundated by the waters of Wallabout Bay, except in unusual circumstances, but the

oroject area would have stood so close to the water's edge that it would be less than optimal

a5 2 habitation site, It may have been used as location from which to gather the resources of
Wallabout Bay, but traces of such occupation would have been buried or profoundiy disturbed
by the subsequent filling of this entire arca, There is, thersfore, no prehistoric archaeological
potential within the project area.

While the first question has been answered in the negative, the second, third and fourth
question must be answered in the affirmative, Based on the material gathered to prepare this
revised report, five of the sight lots within the project area have the potential to yieid
sigrificant information concerning the tnid-15" century cecupation of this neighborhood.
Aceording to the Dripp’s map (dated 1850) this ares was fully devcloped by thai date.
Although Flushing Avenue, Wallabout Road, and the Brooklyn Navy Yard had been
developed significantly carlier than 1850, and the Tuckssr, Cooper & Co, ropeworks was
situated on the comer of Park and Graham from the sarly years of the 10% century, the
construction of the recidential properties along Kent Avenue between Flushing and Park in the
nid-1840°s and on Taafle Place (then Graham Street) around 1850 represents an eatly date
for such development in this part of Brooklyn, As such any information that we mipht gather
from an archaszological investigation would significantly increass our knowledge and
understanding of development in the western district of Brooklyn, prior to the consolidation
of Brooklyn with the then indepsndent City of Williamsburgh.

Chur research indicates that water was available on Kent Avenue and on Taaffe Place
by 1862-3 and that sewer connections were being made on Taaffe Place by 1868, The
sresence of houses in the area prior to the availability of water and sewer indicates that the
residents must have utilized both privies and cisterns between 1848-1852 and 1868,
suggesting that the potential exists for deposits to have been made by residents of the various
lots into privies and cisterns st the time that water and sewer became available, or, as was
frequently the case, in subseguent vears. In this particuiar case, water closets continued to be
identified within the project arca into the second decade of the 20 century, indicating that in
this neighborhood such fentures were long fived — though the watsr closets may not
correspond to the mid-19% century privies either in functen of location.

Onir ressarch further indicates that the propesties within the project area were, for the
most part, owner occupied, and that the ownership extended over many years. The length of
occupation increases the possibility that deposits found in privies or cisterns can be dated and
associated with specific familics or groups of families.

More specifically, Lot 27 (796 Kent Avonue) was frst occupied by Peter Clark, who
was variously identified as a milkman and a grocer. Patrick McCann, who purchased the
property from Peter Clark, was a grocer, who had a store on the ground floor. Both families
accupied the property for many years, with Peter Clack accupying it for approximately 20
vears hefore water and sewer were available in Kent Avenue. An archasological investigation
to determine the presence or absence of cither privies or cisterns on this Iot would add to our
inowledge of living conditions in a neighborhood that developed early, was hOIMOgenecHus
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7 is unknown, but John
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Finally, Lot 13 {39 Taaffe Place) has 2 long history of predat
sailability of water and sewer in the neighborhood. Edward McNamara lived at 59 Granam
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Revised Staze 1B Evaluation of Archacological Potential of Project Ared
Bloek 15583, Lot 13-20 & 27, Borough of Brooklva, Kings Csuniy, NY. 13

sthnicaily and scciaily, and may have been spurred by the presence of the Brooklyn Navy
Yard, an important employer in the mid-19" century. Additionally, it is possible that deposits,
if present, muight provide insight into the occupation of the owner and the types of products
that may have been available in his siore.

Lot 19 {47 Taaffs Place) was owned by Goorge Heilberger (slternatively Herbring,
Heikerson and Hellburger) for many years. Farly records indicate that the sewer connection
was made in 1868, several years after the construction of the house. Heilberger does not
appeas in the city directories {though this may be s £auit of the enumerator, given the various
speilings of his name), but he definitely lived in the house in 1830, whean he appears in the
cenms. We 4o not know his ocoupation, but there was a store on the ground fcor in 1386,
Historic maps clearly indicate the presence of small structures, not unlike privies, within the
lot. As is the case with Lot 27, an archaeological investigation to determine the presence of
absence of either privies or cisterns on this Iot would add to our knowledge of living
conditions in a neighborhood that developed early, was homegeneous ethnically and socially,
and may have been spurred by the presence of the Brookiyn Navy Yard, an unportant
employer in the mid-19% century.

john Gillen ownsd and occupied 55 Taaffe Place (Lot 15) from 1869 to as late as
1899, The previous owner was named Schneider. His occupation is unknown, but John
Gillen’s occupation of the house for such an extended period of time provides the opportunity
for deposits asseciated with him and his family to be present. From the jate 1870"s this lot
was heavily occupicd, but would provide an opportunity to further investigate a neighborhood
where dense population was not unusual, and {0 contrast it with some of the other lots whera
such density was not achieved. The configuration of the buildings on the Iot suggests that a
privy may have been located in the northwest comer of the property, in agsociation with the
rear bouse.

T.ot 14 was a vacant lot in 1904, but in 1867 & 2 V4 story building stood on the
property.  Assuming that the house was built in 1850 or 1851, then several years past before
water and sewer were availabie and privies and cisterns unuecessary. In 1880 2 single family,
2 (German blacksmith and his family cocupied the house. In thig case, the owner of the house
did not live there, but archasological material located on the site, should it exist, might
increase our knowledge of the differences between the material goods of a German family and
their largsly Irish neighbors, and, further, provide insight into the occupation of the site,
perhaps with some evidence of biacksmithing activities.

Finally, Lot 13 (39 Taaffe Place) has a long history of ownership, which predates the
availability of water and sewer i the neighborhood. Edward McNamara lived at 59 Graham
Strect as carly as 1852 In 1854-55 he and his son are listed, according to an old street
mumbering system, at 7 Graham Strest. Fle was lsred as a ipborer. | iz son was identified as 3
copper & tinsmith. It is possible that the son was employed by the Brookiyn Navy Yard, but
some evidence of his craft might remain on the property. Historic maps indicate that the
building history of the site does not preciude the possibility of both a privy and cistern being
present within the lot. As in the other cases noted, an archaeclogical investipation would
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provide information on the development of this early Brookiyn neighborhood that must have
been closely aszociated with the Brookiyn Navy Yard and its associated industries.

In contrast with lots discussed shove, Lot 20 (45 Taaffe Place) and Lot 18 (long
completely vacant) and Lot 16 {53 Taaffe Place) lack the potential to vield significant historic
cultural resources. Lot 20 was completely built on by 1918, destroying all evidence of earlier
subsurface features. Lot 18 was vacant until the end of the 19" century, when & small
structure was built in the northeastern corner. That structure was for all practical purposes an
exiension of a building located on the adjoining lot that fronted Kent Avenue. (ot 18, while it
may have originally had a cistern and privies, was built upon in the 1890’5, when John Gillen
had an old law tenement constructed on the site. We know that a water closet existed on the
site, byt the lateness of its date and the density of the population on the lot would make an
interpretation of any materials difficult.

Assessment of Archaeological Potential for Block 1883, Lot 13-28 & 27
Address & Lot Front Lot Rear Yard Rear Lot
Number
706 Kent Avenue | None/dwelling | Open vard/possible Storage shed/possibie
Lot 27 foundation cistern and/or privy privy location
47 Taaife Place MNone/dwelling | Open vard/possible Possible privy in
Lot 19 foundation cistern & privy mid-lot northeast corner
55 Tealte Place None/dwelling | Open yard/possible Rear dwelling/possible
Lot 15 foundation cistern & privy privy NE comer
57 Taafle Place None/dwelling | Probable open Unknows, but possible
| Lot 14 foundation vard/possibie cistern & privy and/or evidence
privy of blacksmith operation
; 3
i
{
e = . o s . "
i 59 Taaffe Place None/dwelling | Open yard/possibis Rear shed/stable-
ot 13 foundation cistern & privy mid-lot possible evidence of
{ = B - N
i privy or tinsmith
\ ; x
operation

Based on the foregoing, it appears that archasological investigation of Lot 27, Lot 19,
nd Lot 15-13 is warranted. This testing would be limited to the yard area, from the rear of
« house foundations to the rear property line. Following consuitation with the New York
ity Landmarks Preservation Commission, the following work would be undertaken:

&

.

) =

e A serics of trenches would be laid out across the resr yard areas of the iots to be
subjected to investigation. The trenches would be laid out to ensure that the

=

e

:)

-~
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structures at mid-iot (some of which are identified as water ciossts), as well as the
rear lot structures, were sxamined. In addition a trench would be lzid out a shori
distance bevond the rear foundation wall of the dwellings 1o look for cisterns.

Asphait paving would carefiilly be removed o exposs the soil beneath,

Following the removal of the asphalt, one trench would be excavated along the
rear property line to locate and identify rear yard structures, including, perhaps,
privies. A second trench would be excavaied at mid-lot to pick up and identify the
structurcs scen along the northerly and southerly property lines, particulariy those
features identified on historic maps as water closets (W. C.). A third trench would
be excavated approximately & feet behind the rear wall of the dwellings that
formerly stood on the fromt of the lot to locate cisterns, if they are present.
Depending on the (ndings &t mid-lot, one or two more trenches will be dug to
expose any Teaturss located in that ares.
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provide information on the development of this early Brooklyn neighborhood that must have
been closely associated with the Brooklyn Navy Yard and its associated in i..fi,asmes.

In contrast with iois dzaguaﬁ ghove Lot 20{45 T s Place) and Lot 18 {Jong
compietely vacant) and Lot 16 (33 Taaffe Place) Ia t teld significant historic
cultural resources. Lot 20 was cuﬂ:)ietei" buili ig, Gymsz, all evidence of earlier
subsurface features. Lot 18 was vacant until the end of't hen a small
structure was built in the northeastern comer, Tha ractical !_-E,}'}:!D‘E'»Ein an

saue. Lot 16, whils it
g ofY' s ., when John Giilen
water r";c' ei existed on the

tha Ipt would make an

T
caofa “‘j ié ';g e,,;:a d on the 3&5““-"

58 of =ts drﬁ anﬁ 2-‘1= de.n.—."
v mateniais difficu

rchaeologica! Potential for Block 1883, Lot 13-20 & 27
Address & Lot Front Lot Bear Yard Eear Lot
Number
796 Kent Avenue | None/ dw..aaeng Cpen vard/possible Storage shed/possible
Lot 27 foundation cistern and/or privy privy location
47 Taaffe Place None/dwelling | Open yard/possible | Possible privy in
Lot 19 foundation cistern & privy mid-lot | northeast comsr
55 Taafis Place Wone/dwelling | Open yard/possible Rear dweiling/possible
Lot i3 foundation cistern & privy privy NE cormer
57 Taaffe Place None/dwelling | Probabie open Unknown, but
Lot 14 foundation y&:c-ﬁmszbi istern &

privy
59 Taaffe Piace Nonc/dwelling | Open yard/possible
Lot 13 foundation cistern & privy nud-iof
Baqer on *he fﬁz‘egum-r it a{‘!_re’ﬁ';s that archaeological inv gd ion of Lot 27, Lot 19,
& be limiied i th‘* yard arsn, from the rear of

*he house ‘e undations o Lh\. FE T :za,;., sriy Hne. Foliowing o naa;ta::un withi the New ¥
City Landmarks Preservation Comm ission, the following work would be undertaken

sig <

Iaid out across the rear vard areas of the lois to De
he trenches would be izid out to ensure that
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CITY/RCAPE: Cultural Resonres Consuliants
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#3=39 Yaaffe Piace & 706 Keny Avepue, ¥illim ISBuHrgH,
“orough of Brookiye, Kings Counry, New York

Dear Mr, Rosenberg;

Thaok vou for the oppe Situnity to Prepare a proposai for a Stage iB
Archaeologicat Reconnsissance Survey on the above eap ptioned project =<;¢a?qf§ 1 the
Borough of 3¢ wk.m:, Kings County, New Y. otk Based on the Fesearch performed for
the Stage 1A Literature Review, the areas of primary concern are located on Lot jo (47
Taaffe Place), 1ot 15 {55 Taaffa Place}, “Lot (47 {57 Gz ahaﬁgaaﬂc Place} Lot 13 {59
Taaffe Place} and Lot 27 {796 Ken: A?sm_!&}. The Stage 1A Lis srature Revisw indicated

P Dy

the potential for "!.Sfa.‘}"';h arch ﬂﬁﬁiﬁb! al rescurces in those as BFfEES CGneg aung of subgurf face
PR L
A

features thas may include privies sndior o Cisterns, In g Cion, Lot 18 (49 Taame Place)
may h have the potential 1o 1$ and possible sheet deposits. The Stage 14
ccomimended mechar N on those lots that sor fitain the potential io
posits & i or cisterns io determine the presence o abzence

§ recommended for those areas that may

,. )m

nual {Decenber
r&:&,. arid tne ?-Ff"ue

All work wili be ift a
current New York "‘i ty
vk City Landmarks Fress
' work performed will be in sccordance with the siand:
Nationa! Historic © Fresery 3

i,:eya_rimeﬂg of the Intern

il

8]



¥1]
[¥i]
]

e

2
resources, a Stage 1A Litsrature Review and Archaeological and Historic Sensitivily
Evalaat /AS T€G csft‘d LT Y/SCAPE: Cultural Resourcs Consuliants was contracied
to per this work. Based on the research, it was determined that substantial
da an o "ake ni ace wsﬁln hie pro 'ec? area by 18 .:,@ Rocords availabie at the

dates ot which sewer conncciicns
were made. The records ir dfr-nt-ﬂg that ssveral i@tﬁ on Taaffe P’acc {then Graham Sireet}
were conneciad o the aswer in 1868 and that s=wer connections were being made on

e
o
ﬁl'l
| o
18
‘E“
M»
ﬁ
?’I
]
o
=]
.‘:.
,.'.
w il
B
l
1]
ety
'-"E‘
5’
1:.

Egsed o i i
Taaffe Piace by 1868 — at which fime the EE-.L & D pps map indicates fhe entirs area had
been developed. This means that privies and/or cisterns wou sid “ﬁgi"l&i} have been
associated with all of the housss located within t"aa project area, but, subsequent
development may have, in some cases, impacted these subsurface resou rees. For example,
Lot 20 was occupicd by 1850, and in 188C-28 contsined 2 smail mid-lot structure ,ha,
may have been a privy. However, the sntire lot was fully deveioped in the sarly 2 20"
century, and this area no longer has the potential {o contain an intact privy/cistern
complex. Ancther example of low potential is seen on Lot 18, which was \mcartt until
after 1886 - at w?‘r,h time sewer lines had been installed in the neighborhood. In addition.
this lot never contained a dwelling or other domestic structure, and the tx-::ze*az':ai fors
privy/cisiern Lmz‘.pkex in this area would be considered minimal  An example of moderate

stential may be seen on Lot 13, where, although the original building dates io the mid-

3‘9“ century, later construction may have destroyed subsurface resources. In contrast, in
1904 Lot 19 {4'?' Taaffe Place) contained a mid-lot structure that may fgve been a privy -
the nuid-lot being the locstion of a number of water closets (W.C.} identificd within the

proje i ie placement of the buildings on this ot remained the same batween the
188975 and the time when they were demolished, sometime between 1950 0 and 1977,
Previous investigations in the area have demonsiraied that demolition does not preciude
she recovery of intact deposits, and we must conclude that demolition would not
necessarily have impscteé a privy/cistern \,ompﬁ:-; ont Lot 19, Lot 19 must, therefore, be
considered to contain a high potential to contain subsurface deposits. Another e'-amp;e of
zlotwithi _g;g notential is “Lot 147 f~"‘.3zﬁ“ugh none of the historic maps identifies this as
Lot 14, this is the number that would logically be asszga% to this ?fﬁpéﬂ‘r This lot also

ut on & 1904 map is identified as 57 Graham Street. Be
th*: as it may, “Lot 147 contained a d madmc by 1850, before the availzbility of sewer in
Taaffc Place. E“a > Iot was vacant by 1904, and no su’hseq;ssfﬁ devslopment took place.
Bascd on those facts, this lot appe a;fs io hﬁ ve a higl ?3&.6"5 tial to contain a privy/cistern

;

i
ex. Lot 27 alse nust be nﬂﬁﬁ dered to have = relatively high potent iai, based on lis

compl
development ==~ter;:. In addition, as late as 1918, twe lots within bbe project area are

il

!:-4

iacks 5 current ':.!i:;ﬁi address, bu
:"l

specificaily identifi .i a5 containing water closets {privies), These are Lot 16 and Lot 15,
hath of which had a small structure identified as a “W.C.” located along their northern

3 -

houndaries in the middle of the fot. Thess iws ints mnst also be considersd {o contam
high potential to yield subsurface deposits.

The nrobabie sienificant historic archasnlogica { resources within the project area
bt




¢ cisterns and/or privies that inay have been reused as refiise dumps on Lois 19
i o 1 tais

4 and 27 and the possibility that Lot 16 and
have been empiied;

= the presence of refise pits or shest deposits on Lot 18]
= evidence of working class people living in an area that has not vet been
extensively investigated;
* evidence of changing ethnicity of the neighborhood over a period of years;
e and evidence of & change n density b he second haif of the 19" century
and the early years
Having determinad that there was the potential for significant resources on the site
that would be affected by the prog project, the Stage 18 -uvestigauaz: w'{s: be
undertaken to determing the press :z-:*e.fabse*aa:e of resources, their integrity and to assess
their eligibility for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places (CEQR

Technical Manual, December 1953}

Before developing a testing strategy for the archacclogical investigation 1t 15
necessary to ascertain that the requirements of the CEQR Technical Manuai (December,
: ' 2 been met. In biief these are!

fwnd
NG
"
]
&
&,
2
=]
A
[
Iy
b et s
)
=]
oy
g
i
Ladt o
i
ol -;
-:w

¢ 1o identify the potential significance of the anticl pated resources 1o be
m‘;cqugated by the field investigation;

= ts sstablisk the jevel of effort reguired io complete the field investigation, and
P $=

s to identify the rezearch issues to be addressed by the field investigation.

To achieve the first two requirements, 3 brie £ statement describing the buildings formerly
iocated on the fots, the dates of their constructlon, the dates that they were connected io
the sewer system, and certain "he_.née.: that have ocourred {i uring the later years of the 19%
and early 207 century is presented in tabular form below. In addition, the statement
describes the arcif & -‘ogzw, potential of each of the lots and the work that must be
performed 10 complets the Stage 1B field investigation.

Se¢ec next page i on the iots
within the prm c‘f area gng

archaeological resources
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<hasologice! Field Survey.
iock 1883 Lot iLZﬂ ¥ 27. Boroush of Brocklva, Kines Conntv, New York

&

EResearch Issue

L

Based on the previous observations, the

lus|
h
(7]
0
]
3

reh issues fall into %ev:ra‘ categories:

AVhere had iha: *’ia!r*“td of the adults Hving within the project ares been born, Were
they bom in zhc United States, and, if noi, what was their country of o ugn” L they

had basn born in the I ?t:z'g d States, were they native Brookivnites or had they come
from other seciions of the country? If so, from where? Federsi Cs nsus data hag besn
&K,

camined, but an archaeclogical investigation may provide additional information
concerning the material culture of immigrant funilies from different parts of Europe.

'—'uez surnames associated with the pro j ot area are Irish, Scotiish, English and German
1 _mf.-rm* of the adults were Irish, suggesting that this a neighborhood was
ethnically homogeneous. Is if possible to 4 fistinguish between the refuse of the
F i s‘i—sp-“’ iing families and those of German descent? Were other ethnic groups
represented? Is that diversity evidenced in the refuse discarded?

2 1
The area is close to :hﬁ Brcc:w 1 MNavy Yard ancf industries that were related to the
work of the Navy Yard, This is not clearly s 1 the occupations of the persons who
owned the various properties within the pie je::-; ares. Is it reflected in the refuss of the
residents? Wers the owners of the stores occupants of the :-uhmqg" is this refiscted
in the rsfizse? Were home indusiries represented? Indications of the occupations
might be reflected in the debris discarded from the houses.

4. Economic Status of Working Class Ponulation

Although the dates of the sswer connections suggast that persons made connections as
soon as they wers available, the several instances in which the tax assessments were
fowered and the one instance in which the City of Brookiyn icok 4 p ;}eftv may
indicate 5 populstion was that became 200K -m;cgmy disadvant gﬁ. 1€ Types of
SOnSUTIST 200 is and foodstuffs present in any privy/cistern deposit may increase our

|
this population in Brooklyn. Compurisons with other neighborhoods in
pro

knowi ﬂb oF f O
Brooklyn and Manhattan could provide important insights into a community that was
t"f}“ﬂn‘!i iy disadvantaged.

5. Oiher researeh issucs

In addition to the themes alrcady noted, information could also be gathered on the
social status of the population, gender ara-:i detaile of daily Hife of a denssly populated
¥

e
- . 5 _r - . 3 il - L EE
community in the vicinity of the Brooklyn Navy Yard from the mid-12" century mio
the 20th cenfury.

The Stage 1B feld investigation will permit us to detoiming the extent to which the

sotential resources located within the profect arca can contribute to our knowledge of the
4 J s = & .
historical and cultural development of Brooklyn and enlarge our undersianding of the

S{OATPE: Cuiturst Resource Consuliants
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Propossai for Stas £

Block 1883 Iaotd

refationship o
determme

T -
National Register of Historic Flaces,

Fork Fizn:

the integrity of any resources

'*5 an area. It will also permit u
ir potential for nomination io the

B

iy
e

in deveioping the methodology for the field survev, the CEQR Technical Manual
{December, 1993} was consulted. Section 512.] {Paragraph Z) states:

For sites where only =
¢5§4= ‘fe{é' 5-- -‘;’*ﬂ PrOpos

rrfegriiy i e(.:i‘re site iz

AL ]

Eisin = this statement a5 2 s__irﬁe- it is pr .}pﬂﬂe{i hat three trenches will be di g
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uph of Brooklyn, Kings County. Now York

1/4-inch hardware cloth tc determine whether artifacis are present. The depths of
the trenching colors of the soil, and any unusual features, such as dark bands in
the soil, will be noted on work sheets. (‘v ftural -nabenaé, if any, will be placed in
bags and identified as to the Iot on which they were ed, the‘ depih at which
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they were located and the context in which they were found.

ubsurface features, manual excavation ,mg
leterming the type of feature, its general date,

Although it is not expected that prehistoric materialz will be identified in the Stage
iIB investigataon the principal investigator will examine monitor the aren as it is

excavated o defermine whether any evidence of prehistoric occupation exists, I
such svidence should be found, *‘u—.%::,.‘m excavation will replace mechanical
SHCAV ulia’.s i..l H!:i- BICE.

otk Tty Landmarks Preservation staff will be informed of the dates for

that a fisld visit can be schedule d

Following the completion of the mechanical trenching, the exposed walls of the
trenches will be photographed, and, if significant features are present, they will be
drawn in cross-section.

Conciusion of iieid invesiisaiion
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g0 forth. Whean the analveis of the historic materia! is complets the resuliing
artifact cataiogue will be computerized.
e Repori Freparation
ollowing the completion of the field work and artifact analysis, 3 Stage 1B

archasclogical report will be prepared. The report will consist of the results of the
investigations, the artifact ¢ Tal’\ﬁu& and d:}grg?; riate maps, ph{_}* g’ﬁ?i"‘ and
figures, and reﬂ@mn"errfat on for further work, This report will be submitied to
the client and to the New York City Landmarks P"“S!"i“w ion !’.Iermz issicn for their
ravisw,
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Thes cost for the Stage 1B Archaeologics! Fisid Investigation
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costs associated with the project do not inciude the cost of the backhioe and operator.
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Based on prior experience in Brookiyn, the cost of the equipment 3 f Q?Eﬁrﬁiﬁf will not
exceed $oomx. if City/Scape undertakes (0 engage the backhos operator, in addition o

the retainer chack for $womk, a separate check for Fxooox will he re ;ui red prior to the start

of work,
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