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I. INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY
The New Yor}'City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)

proposes to cons r.ruc t a vater quali ty facili ty for combined sewer
overflow storage at the head of Paerdegat Basin in the Flatlands
section of Brooklyn, ~ings County. New York. The proposed project
is to be' located on a roughly L-shaped site, which includes Block
8338, Lot 300 and part of Lot 1 (north of the line of Avenue K);
Block 8012, part of Lot 400, as far east as a continuation of the
Paerdegat Basin bulkhead line, drawn parallel with E. 76th Street;
anci the section of proposed Bergen Avenue between Avenue K and
Ralph Avenue, from its center line to Lot 1 of Block 8"338. The
project site is bounded by Paerdegat Basini the southern section ~f
Block 8338 Lot 1, the western half of unbuilt Bergen Avenue, Ralph
Avenue, Flatlands Avenue and the eastern portion of Block 8012 Lot
400. (See Figs. 1 and 2)

The proposed facilities include the extension of existing
overf low sewers, the construction of two buildings along Ralph
Avenue, a building for screening and pumpback equipment and odor
control equipment, a 3D-million gallon underground water retention
facility and an underground Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) facility
which will extend under a large proportion of the proposed site.
Bergen Avenue, which is currently mapped but not built, will be
constructed to its center line along the border of the project
site.

The purpose of the following Phase lA study is to determine·
the presence, type, extent and potential sensitivity of any
archaeological resources which may be present on the Paerdegat
Basin Water Quality Facility Site. This report is based on
archival research which documents the probability that the project
lots hosted any prehistoric or historical resources I and their
likely survival of post-depositional disturbances, which. may have
accompanied subsequent development. It also considers the
potential for adverse impact by the proposed action.

In order to address these concerns, various sources of data
were investigated. Primary source material on the project site was
collected to determine the lots' original topography, and to
compile a building history and disturbance record. Particularly
helpful was a plate from the 1873 Beers Atlas of Long Island (Fig.
S), which gave valuable pre-development topographical information.
This and other historical maps as well as descriptions and early
photographs of the project area were provided by the Map and Local
History Divisions of the New York Public Library and the Brooklyn
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Historical So~iety. Local informants were sought and interviewed.
Building and sewer records were researched in their respect i ve
departments at the Municipal Building in Brooklyn. Boring data for
the project lots and. the adjacent area were obtained from the
Subsurface Exploration Section of the New York City Department of
General Services. (See Appendix B)

To place the Paerdegat Basin site within an historical
context, local and regional histories such as Stiles' Historv of
Brooklvn and Thompson's Historv of Long Island were examined .. An
important source of data was Frederick Van Wyck's in-depth study of
the early years of the Flatlands settlement, Keskachauge, or the
First White Settlement on Long Island. William A. Ritchie's The
Archaeology of Ne'" York State provided a valuable overview of
Nati ve American cu lture and lifeways during' the prehistoric period.
Other archaeological literature, available site reports and journal
publications were researched'for data specific to the project area,
including Arthur C. Parker's "The Archaeological History of New
York," William Beauchamp's Aboriginal Occupation of New York and
Robert Grumet' s Ka tive American Place Names in New York Ci tv.
Inquiries concerning inventoried prehistoric and historical sites
were sent to the New York State Museum and the Division for
Historic Preservation New York State Department of Parks and
Recreation. (See Appendix A)

A site visit (5-26-93) and a photographic record of present
conditions was made. (See Photos 1-12)
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II. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

Long Island is the top of a Coastal Plain ridge formation that
is covered with glacial drift, in reality an elevated sea bottom
demonstrating low topographic relief and extensive marshy tracts.
In the last million years, as glaciers advanced and receded three
times, the surficial geology of the island, including the Paerdegat
Basin Water Quali t y Facili t y Si te was profoundly al tered. "The
glacier was an effective agent of erosion, altering the landscape
wherever it passed. Tons of soil and stone were carried forward,
carving and planing the land surface. At the margins of the ice
sheet massi ve accumulations of gl acial debris were deposi ted,
forming a series of low hiLl.s or terminal moraines" (Eisenberg
1978:19). Circa 18,000 years ago, the last ice sheet reached its
southern limit, creating the Harbor Hill moraine that traverses the
length of Long Island. Before extensive alteration of the
landscape during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, a gently
sloping plain extended south of the moraine to the series of tidal
marshes draining into Jamaica Bay by a series of small creeks. (See
Figs. 7 and 10)

One of these, Paerdegat or Bedford's Creek, wound a meandering
course through the project site. The marsh around it was regularly
inundated by high tides, rendering it impassable. During the 19th
and 20th centuries, sections of the marsh were filled in, in
preparation tor the development of Jamaica Bay as a major port ,
which never occurred. The lower reaches ot the creek were widened,
regularized and dredged during the early 20th century, to form the

·present Paerdegat Basin, a polygonal slip tor mooring small boats
and barges. The tilled secti'ons of the project site presently
range in elevation from 7.7' to approximately 18' in the southwest
corner near Avenue K. Along the western shore of the basin, is an
irregularly-shaped bank Which slopes down to between +2' and +3'.
Beyond this bank, the project site is either underwater or
marshland daily inundated by the tide. Here the elevations range
between -3.0' and -12.1'. (See Figs. 15a, 15b and 15c)
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III. PREHISTORIC ERA
The prehistoric era on the south shore of western Long Island

can be divided into three time periods, based on prehistoric man's
adaptations to changing environmental conditions. These are
generally known as the Paleo-Indian (c.12,OOO to 10,000 years ago),
the Archaic (c.10,OOO to 2,700 years ago) and the Woodland (c.2,700
to 400 years ago). In order to be able to assess the project
site's potential for prehistoric exploitation, it is first
necessary to review these time periods and their associated
settlement patterns.

Paleo-Indian Period (c.l2,OOO y.a. - 10,000 y.a.)

Toward the end of the Wisconsin Glaciation, during the Late
Pleistocene Epoch, the first humans wandered across the exposed
land bridge which connected Siberia and Alaska. These small groups
of hunters were probably following the roaming herds of megafauna
which were their chief prey. The distinctive weapon in their
chipped stone tool kit was the fluted point, which has been found
in association with. mammoth, mastodon, bison and horse remains at
various sites in the southwestern United States. Although none of
these "kill sites" is located east of the Mississippi. the
discovery of campsites such as that at Port Mobil, Staten Island,
suggest a scattered, highly mobile population in bands of
approximately 20 individuals, who ranged across a vast area
necessary to support lifeways organized around the hunting of
migratory game (Ritchie 1980:1-3, 13). In the Northeast, the
glacially lowered sea level exposed a broad coastal plain of which
Long Island was a part. "This large area apparently contained
abundant big game resources and provided access along the entire
length of the south shore to the area that is present day Long
Island" (Saxon 1978:251).

The fluted, lanceolate points, two to five inches in length
with channelled.or fluted faces, presumably to facilitate hafting,
exhibit a considerable range in shape and size. They were usually
made from a high-grade silicious stone, often exotic to the region
in which they are recovered, a function of their makers' seasonal
migrations. Other artifacts in the Paleo-Indian tool kit include
scrapers, knives, borers and gravers, tools which indicate
extensive handiwork in wood, bone and leather (Ritchie 1980:3,6).

From the locations of recorded sites in the Northeast, Paleo-
Indians exhibited a marked preference for well-elevated situations.
However, 30% of sites were found on or near the margins of swampy



I
I
I
I
I
I,
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

5

ground. Environmental characteristics which appear to have been
attractive to Paleo-Indians include the proximity of major
waterways, large fe~tile valleys and the coastal plain, where the
densest population of desired food animals was supported (Ritchie
1980:7). However, since 10,000 years ago, the rise in sea level
estimated to be from 75 to 80 feet. has submerged large numbers of
these sites.

The retreat of ice from Long Island approximately 18,000 years
ago and a global warming trend circa 14,000 years before present,
encouraged Paleo-Indian settlement in the Northeast. The post-
glacial environment of spruce and pine underwent a gradual
modification in favor of deciduous hardwoods such as oak and
hickory, which have greater importance in terms of nutri tional
value to both animals and humans than do conifers. By 8,000 B.C ..
these deciduous species dominated forests along the eastern
seaboard. In addition. the megafauna on which Paleo-Indian diet
was based "were rapidly becoming extinct, and were being replaced
by the temperate-climate fauna that are indigenous today" (Gwynne
1982:190-191).

Archaic Period (c.10,OOO y.a. - 2,700 y.a.)

The warming trend at the end of the last glaciation completely
transformed the northeastern coastal environment from tundra and
conifer-dominated forests, to the present deciduous woodlands with
generally modern distributions of fauna. Due to the dwindling
contribution of meltwater from disappearing glaciers, the reduced
flow of streams and rivers promoted the formation of swamps and
mudf Lat s . These wetlands, like the one which once covered the
project area. created a congenial environm~nt for migratory
waterfowl, and a host of edible plant species and shellfish. The
new mixed hardwood forests of oak, hickory, chestnut, beech and elm
attracted.such mast-eating fauna as white-tailed deer, wild turkey,
moose and beaver.

Although the Archaic diet was still based on hunting and
gathering, due to the greater variety of plants available and
exploited, excavated Archaic sites yield a wide array of plant
processing tools, including grinding stones, mortars and pestles.
The diagnostic tool was the grooved axe. In the coastal areas of
New York, have been found numerous, small "nearly always mul ti-
component sites variously situated on tidal inlets, coves and bays,
particularly at the heads of the latter, and on fresh-water ponds
on Long Island" (Ritchie 1980:143). By the Late Archaic, ·these
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areas provided shellfish, small game, fish, salt hay and tuberous
grasses making larger more permanent settlements possible. Semi-
nomadic life is still indicated, but wandering occurred ""ithin
well-defined territorial limits, with seasonal movements between
camps near exploitable resources. A dietary shift to shellfish in
coastal New York near the end of the Archaic suggests a scarcity of
large game, and a change from the early Archaic inland adaptation
of forest hunting. Coastal sites show a principal reliance upon
shellfish. especially oysters, hard and soft shell clams and bay
scallops, which were easily gathered all around Long Island.

Characteristic of the Late Ar cha i c were "fish-tailed"
projectile points and soapstone bowls (Ritchie 1980:142,166, 167,
171). In contrast to conditions during the Paleo-Indian, Early and
Middle Archaic, "by Late Archaic times sea level was so close to
present levels that its subsequent small rise has failed to
obliterate much of what remains on Long Island from that period"
(Gwynne 1982:192). Hence the Late Archaic Wading River complex,
four sites on the north shore of Suffolk County, was found at the
edge of a salt marsh, on dry ground ranging only two to seven feet
above mean high water (Wyatt 1982:71).

Woodland Period (c.2,700 y.a. - 400 y.a.)

Pottery use became widespread following the use of soapstone
vessels in the Late Archaic, and although copper tools were
uti lized during that period, the earliest copper ornamen t s , tubular
beads, made their appearance during the Woodland. Stone or clay
smoking pipes were also an Early Woodland innovation (Ritchie
1980:179-180) .

Settlement patterns were substantially altered with the
introduction of agriculture, the systematic cultivation of maize,
beans and squash possibly beginning as early as 1000 A.D. During
this time large villages within palisaded enclosures.developed for
the use of a semi-sedentary people, with groups moving seasonally,
depending on exploitable food resources, between villages and camps
of varying population concentrations. Preferred village/camp sites
were in protected, elevated locations at the confluence of two
water systems. "Nearly all the permanent si tes are situated on
tidal streams and bays on the second rise of ground above water."
Despite the advent of agriculture, shellfish and small game
remained an important component of the Woodland diet. Shellfish
refuse heaps, termed "middens," reached immense proportions,
covering from one to over three acres. Deer, turkey, raccoon,
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muskrat. ducks and other game were stalked with bow and arrows,
replacing the spear and javelin, while dug-out boats, bone hooks,
harpoons and nets with pebble sinkers were employed ill fishing
(Smith 1950:101; Ritchie 1980:180,267).
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The project site was part of the tidal estuary of Paerdegat
Cieek, l.!hichwound its way to Jamaica Bay through the parcel. The
stream and marsh would have provideO a resource-rich environment
for Native American exploitation. with an abundance of fish, small
mammals, waterfowl and also edible and useful reeds and shrubs.
The stre~m was a ready source of fr~sh water, as well as providing
water transportation routes. As outlined in the p~eceding section,
\'loodland Indians preferred well-drained, elevated sites near a
large-scale mar sn biome. Although the project site provided a
temPting natural resource, according to 19th-century maps, there
were no dry loci providing sf tes for temporary camps or li thic
processing areas (See Figs. 8 and 10).

Archaeologists rely not only on past environmental components
to assess si te potential. but also on tales of IIIndian relics,"
ethnographic accounts and published archaeological reports. At the
time of the first European contact with Native Americans. the
western end of Long Island is generally believed to have been
inhabi ted by Hunsee-speaking Canarsee Indians, members of the
Delaware culture group. Historical narratives written by European
travellers and settlers provide us with eyewitness descriptions of
lndian customs and lifeways during the 17th century. Johannes de
Laet. in his Ne~ World. or Description of West India, pUblished in
Holland in 1625 observed of the Canarsees:

They were clothed in the skins of elk. foxes and other
animals. Their canoes were made out of the bodies of
trees; their arms were bows and arrowst and the arrows
had sharp points of stone fastened to them wi th hard
pitch (Thompson 1918:93-94).
Some lead a wandering life. others live in bark houses,
their furni ture mainly mats and wooden dishes, stone
ha tche ts , and stone pipes for smoking tobacco (Bolton
1972:16). .

Contact \l1i th Europeans had far-reaching effects on Native
American cultures. European goods such as metal and glass began to
replace traditional materials. while warfare and European-
introduced diseases against which the Indians had little protection
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decimated the population in the New York City area. This caused
many groups to merge and remerge in complex ways in order to
maintain viable communities. In 1670, Daniel Denton observed that
the six towns on western ~ong Island had been reduced to two small
villages (Thompson 1918:103). When the Canarsee are last mentioned
in 1684 they are joined ~ith the Rockaway and Massapequa groups.
Al though the Massapequa even tuall y moved further west on Long
lslana, many Canarsee Li nqe red on at the fringes of European
settlements until well into the 19th century (Grumet 1981:6-7).

Twentieth century research by Robert S. Grumet, Reginald
Bolton and others into Indian toponyms, or place names, has
revealed a strong Native American presence in the vicinity of the
project area. One toponym is variously recorded as Keskachane
(misread as Keskachauge - See Van Wyck 1924), Keskaechquerem and
Keshaechquereren. The first of these appears on the 1639 Manatus
Map, near the Flatlands settlement, with the legend, "In this sort
of house live th~ wild [men?] Keskachane." A small drawing of a
Canarsee longhouse, complete wi th curved roof was included. (See
Fig. 5) Grumet's research suggests that Keskaehane may have been
the "counei 1 fire" or principal settlement of the Canarsee, but
that the inhabi tants may have been' forced to abandon the area
during the warfare of the early 1640s (Grumet 1981:18-19).
22Flatlands historians have long identified the site of Keskachane
as the grounds of the Flatlands Dutch Reformed Church and graveyard
(at Kings Highway and Overbaugh Place, approximately 1.2 miles from
the project parcel) (Van Wyck 1924:106-107; Ross 1903:313), and
Bol ton mentions the presence of an Indian burying-ground there
(Bolton 1972:104). However, "No relics will be found here as all
traces, save possibly a few shells have been obliterated"
(O'Halloran 1950:64). This Canarsee settlement also lay at the
intersection of two Indian paths. One of these, which became the
route of present Kings Highway, passed about 2,000 feet northwest
of the project site. This trail which connected Keskachane with
other locations and Native American settlements to the east and
west. The other path led north to the East River as well as south
to Jamaica Bay. (See Fig. 3) A section of this road can also be
seen on the 1873 map (Fig. 8), crossing the marshes to the shore of
Bergen's Island, now known as Bergen Beach.

The Canarsee's maize fields, called as Castuteeuw (where grass
is cut or mowed) were associated with the settlement, and have been
identified as the three "flats" in the present Flatlands-Canarsie
neighborhoods. The westernmost flat, the land of the original
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European patent, was called Achtervelt by the Dutch, and begins
approximately one mile southwest of the project si te marsh. (See
Fig. 3 and compare Fig. 8) The other two begin about a mile east
of the project lots in present Canarsie (Grumet 1981:7; Van Wyck
1924:15; Ross 1903 I:310l.

Bergen I s Island, known to the Canarsee as Wimbaco (a fine
water place) or Winnippague (Grumet 1981:63), lies apprOXimately
one mile south of the project site, and has been identified as one
of Long Island's largest centers of wampum production. Wampum, or
sewan, were tiny (about 1/Y' long) purple or white beads, the
purple made from the shell of the quahog, or hard-shelled clam
(Mercenaria mercenaria) and the ~hite from the columella of the
whelk (Busycon sp.). Since the purple beads could only be made
from a small part of the clam shell, they were more highly prized.
As John Josselyn wrote in 1633:

there are two sorts, blue and white; the first is their
gold and the latter their silver. These they work out of
certain shells . . . They drill and string them to adorn
the persons of their sagamores and principal men and
young women. (Thompson 1918:113-114)

Presumably, wampum was manufactured by women, who cut, polished and
bored the beads without the use of metal tools. Originally the
beads were strung on sinew into belts and necklaces and exchanged
between Indian groups as a show of good faith and friendship on
important occasions. With the arrival of Europeans and the
perennial lack of specie which plagued all of the American
colonies, during the 17th century wampum was adopted by both the
English and the Dutch as legal tender, and various colonial
governors published rates of exchange between the beads and
European currencies. Wampum was also highly prized by the Iroquois
of upstate New York, and its manufacture became a valuable industry
for the Canarsee (Ibid.:116: Bolton 1972:100,102: Van Wyck
1924:108) .

The wampum making center on Bergen Island, with its huge shell
midden or refuse heap has been not.ed by many historians and
archaeologists (Thompson 1918:124: Beauchamp 1978:79; Parker
1920:582; Stiles 1884:65). Bolton notes that there "are extensive
shell beds on this island, and stone implements have been found
there" (Bolton 1972:52). During the building of the Belt Parkway
through the Bergen Beach area in the 1930s, archaeologist Ralph
Solecki investigated the shell middens disturbed by the
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construction. (See Fig. 4) In 1950, another source describes the
island as "about the only site left in the entire county where
relics are still obta inable" (0' Halloran 1950: 63) . Other
historians record the fact that Flatlands and its inhabitants mined
t~e Bergen shell midden for fertilizer and road-building material
as late as the 20th century (Van Wyck 1924:120; Thompson 1918:142).

Flatlands historian Frederick Van Wyck suggests that the
wampum industry was centered on Bergen Island because of its easy
def ens ibili t y , It was surrounded by water and swamp, and the
elevated center of the island provided an excellent lookout. (See.
Fig. 8) The only land approach was past t~e Keskachane settlement,
and the Canarsee men could form a line of defense across the flat,
and place their women and children on the island (Van Wyck
1924:106-107). This scenario agrees with Daniel Denton's
observation in 1670:

In their wars they fight no pichtfields, but when they
have notice of an enemie I s approach, they endeavor to
secure their wives and children upon some island, or in
some thick swamp, and then with their guns and hatchets
they way-lay their enemies . . • (Thompson 1918: 105-105) .

Another toponym, this time about a half mile to the north of
the project si te , was Huskyttehool or Hoshkeeto Hole (place of.
rushes), a location, possibly a boundary at the intersection of the
east-west Indian trail, now Kings Highway, and Paerdegat Creek
(Grumet 1981:36-37; Bolton 1972:145). It may be significant that
north of Moshkeeto Hole, the marsh is fresh wa ter, and to the
south, salt. (See Figs. 3, 8 and 12)

When the Canarsee abandoned their settlement at Keskachane
during the 1640s, a large village site with an extensive planting
field, also existed in the present Canarsie neighborhood, centered
on East 92nd Street from Canarsie Beach Park to Avenue J (Bolton
1972:146). (See Fig. 3). This settlement area was on the second
area of elevated ground east of Paerdegat Creek, once called
Vischer I s Hook or Canarsie Point (See Fig. 8), about a mile
northeast of the project site. On the 1666 Hubbarde Map this area
is labelled "Conarise Indian Field." (See Fig. 6) Immense piles
of shells have also been observed in Canarsie (Thompson 1918:124),
and it is probable that wampum manufacture was associated with the
Canarsie village as well.



I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

11

A file search and sensitivity rating by the New York State
Museum and the Division for Historic Preservation New York State
Parks and Recreation (NYSPR), has identified four prehistoric
si tes . referred to by New York State Museum inventory numbers
(NYSM#), ~ithin a one-mile radius of the proposed Paerdegat Basin
Water Quality Facility Site. (See Appendix A) Two of these sites
have been discussed above. ~YS~#7 391 (A.C. Parker Kings# 3B);
refers to the "immense shell heaps" at Bergen Island, and NrSM#7390
(A.C. Parker Kings#3A) to the ones In Canarsie which were a center
of Canarsee wampum manufacture. _~ Na tive American campsi te,
NYSM#3610 (no Parker #), was identified in Canarsie, within the
area already identified as the Canarsee shell midden, planting
fields and settlement. The fourth site identified, a Woodland
Period shell midden and burials (XYSM 3608, A.C. Parker Kings#4),
is not in Flatlands, but "on Avenue U, and near Ryder's pond and
Sheepshead Bay" (Parker 1920:582). Avenue U in the Sheepshead Bay
section of Brooklyn is approximately 3 miles southwest of the
project lots. The NYSPR also identifies the Canarsee settlement in
present Canarsie, which was discussed above. The museum's
sensi tivity rating, "HIGH PROBABILITY OF PRODUCING PREHISTORIC
ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATA" is based on the presence of the above listed
prehistoric si tes in the vicini ty of the project si t e , and the
possibili ty that submerged prehistoric deposi ts may be intact
beneath a layer of fill.

There is strong evidence of a Native American presence in the
areas on all sides of the project site, as evidenced by the series
of toponyms , and the siting of two Indian villages and shell
middens within approximately 1.2 miles of the project site.
However, based on topographical factors, the daily tidal inundation
of. the swampy Paerdegat Basin Site would not have presented an
attractive environment for prehistoric Americans. The documentary
and cartographic evidence is supported by the data from borings
done on and around the project site. These show a thick layer of
fill over the prehistoric and early historical surface, with the
water table extending up into the fill layer. (See Appendix B)
Although the rich resources of the creek and salt marsh
environment, as described in the preceding pages, would have been
exploited by Native Americans, the nearby presence of abundant
level, dry ground in close proximity to these resources would have

IThese numbers refer to site descriptions in Arthur C.
Parker's 1920 work "The Archaeological History of New York" (Parker
1920:471-743) •
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precluded the project site I s use as a camp site and even a
shellfish harvesting or lithic processing center. It is no
coincidence that the major Canarsee centers were located on the
dry, elevated flats ~here the European settlements of Canarsie and
Flatlands first developed. Although the shell middens of Bergen
Island are located in an area that was marshy, Bergen Island
provided adjacent elevated ground for habi tation and processing
sites. The project area's sal t marsh would have prov i dad many
resources to Native Americans, but oysters, clams, scallops,
mussels and whelk ~ere not among them. The collection of these
saltwater bi- and uni-valves would have required a journey to the
shores of Jamaica Bay, where their environmental requirements, such
as still water, a large flat breeding and living area, and salt
content, etc. were met~ It is unlikely that prehistoric Americans
would have transported their shellfish over one mile from Jamaica
Bay to process them in a third, swampy location, before returning
to their settlements. It is also unlikely that a shell midden,
which might be several feet thick and range in size from one to
three acres, has gone unnoticed over the centuries. In addition,
no trace of the existence of even a small shell midden is evident
in the borings done in and around the project lots. (See Appendix
B)

The project site's potential for hosting prehistoric
archaeological resources along with the available evidence showing
the extent and impact of subsequent subsurface disturbance will be
discussed further at the end of the Historical Period section (IV)
and in Conclusions and Recommendations (Section V).
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lv. HISTORICAL PERIOD
The 17th and 18th Centuries

The first recorded European landowners of the project area
were Andries Hudde and his partner Wolfert Gerrit$en/~ who in 1636
purchased, under questionable legal circumstances. about 3 I 600
acres in the project area from two "chiefs, II Penhawi tz and
Kakapeteyno, and their part'!r' of seven Indians. Apparently the
meadoWlands and the project site Were included in the grant along
wi th the high ground west of the marsh. Hudde was a member of
Governor-General Wouter van Twiller's council, and seems to have
used his political clout to secure illegal ownership of the
desirable lands. In 1630 Gerritsen became the overseer of farms
for the private Colony or patroonship of Rennselaerswyck (Van Wyck
1924:15-16; Brodhead 1853:201.223,265).

The existence of several European place names in the study
area suggests that undocumented and unauthorized settlemQnt
preceded this land grant. Host notable and r'elevant of these
toponyms is Bestavaer' sKill, which is the early name for the
Paerdegat outlet which ran through the study si te (Van toiyck
1924: 18). (See Fig. 6, where the Dutch name is transcribed as
something akin to BeSBdfatheres, a surname.) B:rooklyn historian
Henry Stiles ll1rote that "some rude settlement was probably formed
here [~latlandsJ as early as 1624" (Stiles 1884:65). .

Rudde and Gerritsen's property was called Achtervelt (Dutch:
beyond the plains) I because as .one approached it from New Amsterdam
one had to pass through a prairie-like area (Stiles 1884; 65) •
Apparently the partners hired someone else to begin farming their
lands, because a 1638 inventory of their property describes the
hOuse of Teunis G ..Bergen, a barn and a "bergh" - a peaked roof on
posts for keeping hay dry. The roof could be raised or lowered as
the haystack grew or diminished. These wooden bUildings,
approximately 1.2 miles west of the project site were surrounded by
a protective palisade (Ostrander 1894:54). About 33 acres had been
sown with "summer and ",inter grain" an.d a garden had been planted

. ~Many Dutch employed patronymic surnames throughout the 17th
century. Wolfert's father's given name was Gerrit, and by custom
his aon t s "last name" wouLd have been Gerritsen. Gerritsen's
descendants eventually adopted the surname Kouwenhoven.



I
I
I
I·
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

14
with fruit trees. Along with cattle, horses and farming
implements, a yawl was listed, which could have been used to
navigate through the project site (Van Wyck 1924:85). The 1639
"Manatus Map" shows "21plantations and 2 farms of Wolfert Geritsz.
and 2 of his partner."· Three buildings are identifiable. two of
which have an attached bergh, and are probably barns or combination
barn/dwellings. and the third could be a dwelling. (See fig. 5)
These structures, approximaLely 1.2 miles west of the study parcel.
became the center of a settlement called Nieuw Amersfoordt, named
for the Amersfoort near Utrecht where Gerritsen was born
(Ibid.:15}. Hudde was never a resident, and sold his interest to
Gerritsen in 1647 (Ibid.:15,84). By the time the Hubbarde Map was
drawn in 1666, the village had at least 22 structures (See Fig. 6).
including the octagonal Dutch church which was completed in 1663 to
house the congregation founded in 1654. The church was rebuilt on
the same site in 1794 and 1848 (Stiles 1884:73), and still stands
1.2 miles west of the project site, at 3931 Kings Highway, between
present F1atbush Avenue and East 40t~ Street. (See Photos 11 and
12) A school was also established, first mentioned when it was
already fUlly-functioning in 1675. In circa 1694 the schoolhouse
stood in what was and continues to be the burial ground of the
church (Ibid.:75).

Until the 20th century, the project site and its surrounding
area were salt meadow and creek bed. However, during the 17th and
18th centuries. this meadowland was considered very valuable. The
harvested salt grasses were an important source of much-needed feed
for domestic animals. The creeks were important for fishing and
transportation. As visitors to Flatlands commented in 1679:

There is toward the sea, a large piece of low flat land
which is overflown at every tide, like the schorr [marsh]
with us, miry and muddy at the bottom, and which produces
a species of hard salt grass or reed grass. Such 1 place
they call valey and mow it for hay, which cattle would
rather eat than fresh hay or grass. It is so hard they
cannot mow it with a common scythe, like ours, but must
have the English scythe for the purpose.

3A plantation was an unestab1ished but developing farm.

4"Cattle" refers to livestock, rather than simply bovines.
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All the land from the bay to 't Vlacke Bos (FlatbushJ is
low and level, without the least elevation.

There is also a tract which is somewhat large, of a kind·
of heath, on which sheep could graze ... This meadow,
like all the others, is well provided with good creeks
which are navigable and very serviceable for fisheries.
(Van WycK 1~~4·:1~3; UanKers and Sluyter 1966:131).

Existing historical maps do not make any distinction between these
two types of meadowland. .lU though the 1666 map shows a road
connecting Flatlands with the adjacent village of Flatbush to the
north (See Fig. 6), a path along the western shore of Paerdegat
Creek was probably the only route to the east, until the King's
Highway was built in 1704. The creek, now ~ basin, got its name
because it drained a small pond, the Paerdegat. In Dutch,
Paerdegat means horse hole, possibly a watering place for animals.
Flatlands historian Frederick Van Wyck translated the term as horse
gate, referring to the road along the creek, which became a bone" of
contention when Flatbush obstructed the path by fencing the
surrounding lands during the 17th century (Van Wyck 1924:73-73).
As noted above, the creek was also called Bestevaer's Kill, and
later, Bedford Creek, since it began in Flatbush, for a time called
Bedford. (See Fig. 8)

Flatlands underwent very little disturbance from the English
conquest of New Netherland (1664). "The English presence may have
hastened the displacement of the settlement's Dutch name with the
topographically descriptive term, Flatlands. The first English
governor, RiChard Nicholls, provided the town of II Amersfoort, alias
Flatlands" with a charter, although Flatlands historians, jealous
of the antiquity of their settlement., point out that the document
recognized the existence of the town and did not create a new
municipality. In 1667, Nicholls also confirmed the ownership of
the Hudde/Gerritsen patent to Elbert Elbertsen Stoothoff, who had
married the widow of Wolfert Gerritsen van Kouwenhoven's eldest son
(Van Wyck 1924:16; Ross 1903:310,311). Stoothoff was required to
raise and educate his Kouwenhoven stepchildren (Stiles 1888:66),
who must certainly have inherited shares of their family's original
estate, given the presence of Kouwenhoven landowners in the project
area until at least 1899. (See Figs. 8 and 11)

The reason for the lack of disruption during the change of
government was for the simple reason that the Flatlands settlers
were farmers and artisans, not merchants with extensive trading
contacts. They did prosper, and expanded their farmlands by
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acquiring the property on the east side of Paerdegat Creek in 1665.
This area, called Varkin I sHook (Pig I s Point), was a finger of
elevated land between the Paerdegat swamp and the swamp around the
European Canarsie settlement (See Figs. 6. 8 and 10) By 1683 there
were 1,683 acres under cultivation in the town, and in 1698 the
population of Flatlands was 256. The farm work was accomplished
wi th the toil of 40 African slaves. Slave ownership was common
among the 17th-century Dutch settler~. or 37 famili&s in Flatlands
in 1698, 20 owned at least one slave, and the largest number in any
family was five (Stiles 1884:68-69).

During the American Revolution, Sri tish and Hessian troops
passed through the settlement in August of 1776, plundering most
houses of foodstuffs. However, no troops were quartered there, and
only a, single guard ~as left in the town until the end of the war
(Stiles 1884:70,72,73). Church services and school classes
continued without interruption throughout the British 'occupation'
(Ostrander 1918 11:33).

Several houses dating from the 17th and 18th centuries have
survived until the present in the vicinity of the project area, of
which the closest and most notable is the Pieter Claesen Wyckoff
House, built c.1641, which may be the oldest building in New York
City (Willensky and White 19:715-716) (Clarendon Road and Ralph
Avenue, about 0.9 miles north of the study parcel #4 on map in
Appendix A}, A file search conducted by the New York State
Historic Trust Office 'of Parks and Recreation has identified six
additional historical house sites, all approximately one mile away
from the study lots. These file search results are included in
Appendix A. The Van Wicklen Cottage and Mill Site (A047-01-0123.
#5 on map). is incorrectly placed at the "Al.onq Paerdegat Basin
(near foot of former Crescent Street)." The Van Wicklen site is on
Spring Creek in the adjacent town of New Lots, near the foot of
present Crescent Street, approximatelv 3 miles to the northeast
(Kearns, Kirkorian and Schaefer 1988: 1-6-17,19-20) .

The 19th and 20th Centuries

Flatlands retained its agricultural character throughout the
19th century, and during this period the salt meadows of the
project area remained relatively unaffected. However there is a
discernable change in perspective toward the marshes by the 19th
cent.ur y i
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Along the shore of Jamaica bay is an extensive salt
marsh; which yields an abundance of hay of an inferior
quality. With the exception of this marsh, their are no
wastelands, the whole being divided into well cultivated
and productive farms (Bailey 1840:34).

The marsh had become wasteland. and obviously the salt grasses had
been replaced as a source of animal fodder. St i 11, unLike u L1J~l
areas of Kings County, the population of Flatlands was not
expanding so rapidly tha t landowners fel tit was necessary or
profitable to fill in the meado~s. When the 1859 and 1873 maps are
compared, there is no significant change in the extent of the
project area marshes. (See Figs. 7 and 8) The isolation of
Flatlands is also exhibi ted in the still strong Dutch cu Itural
presence c.1840. Many residents of the town still employed the
Dutch language in their private conversations (Bailey 1840:36).

The first construction episode adjacent to the project site
was the building of present .F'I atlands Avenue, which occurred by
1873 (See Fig. 8), forming the northern boundary of the project
site. By the last decade of the 19th century, an ambitious street
grid had been mapped out on the study lots, including Ralph Avenue
and Avenue K. Paerdegat Avenue was also planned to run through the
project site, along the western shore of the proposed Paerdegat
Basin, which was not dredged until well into the 20th century.
Early attempts to 'reclaim I the marshlands are evident in the
presence of a drainage ditch to Paerdegat Creek which was dug by
1899, and the construction of a road to provide access to the
ditch. (See Fig. 9)

In 1899 the project site was divided between the, Ditmas
estate, Peter G. Kouwenhoven and the Brooklyn Development Co.,
which had acquired the property directly east of the creek from the
heirs of C. B. Kouwenhoven. (See Fig. II) That a development
company should be interested in these lands was the first sign of
the impending destruction of the salt marsh environment. This was
certainly encouraged by the growth brought to "Flatlands by its
absorption into Brooklyn in 1896, and of Kings County by New York
Ci ty just two years" later (Thompson 1918: 146) . The expanding
population of Kings County required more efficient methods of
eliminating its liquid and solid wastes, and the now useless
marshes along the shore of Jamaica Bay were a convenient outlet for
sewage. By 1907 a sewage outlet, complete with watchman's house
had been constructed adjacent to the project site, at the
intersection of Ralph and flatlands Avenues, astride Paerdegat
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Creek. It discharged wastes directly into the little stream, and
therefore into the wetlands. (See fig. 13) . A certain amount of
filling must have been done prior to its construction, since that
area was previously swamp. The structure was replaced by 1933 t

when a 2-story sewage pumping station, near the corner of Flatlands
and Ralph Avenues (Block 8338 Lot 300) was erected. The pumping
station was the first building on the project site, and is still in
use tuuay. (See Fig. 17) Another addition in the vicini.ty o I Lhe
project site was an incinerator built in 1929. The "Brooklyn Ash
Removal Co: Inc." complex was located on the block bounded by
Flatlands Avenue, Avenue J, East 57th and 58th Streets, about 750
feet west of the project site. It was closed by the Department of
Sanitation in a budget tightening effort in 1958 (Newton 1958) .
A Department of Transportation Bureau of Highways garage facility
was built c. 1940 along Flatlands Avenue just east of the project
site.

The atmosphere created by these facilities was not conducive
to residential development in the vicinity. During the 19305 the
Bergen Beach area to the south was the home to "pathetic
communities of squatters, who live in makeshift houses, and eke out
a living by fishing and scouring the near-by city dumps for odd
necessities" (WPA 1939:502). Squatters were still present in the
1950s, when a small group of families were discovered living along
Paerdegat Basin approximately 4,000 feet south of the project site,
between Avenues u and V. One of the soon-to-be-evicted squatters
claimed to have lived in his one-room frame shack for 20 years (New
York World-Tribune 1956).

The transformation of Paerdegat Creek into Paerdegat Basin was
part of a grandiose design for the development of Jamaica Bay as a
deep water port, which had been proposed as early as 1890. (See
Fig. 9) All the marshes were to be filled in with incinerator ash
and refuse, and a series of basins were to be created to provide
bulkhead and dock space. Many of the project area borings,
especially borings 1 and 2, show large amounts of cinders in the
fill. (See Appendix B) Although work on the basins was begun in
1912, a 1924 aerial photograph shows the creek intact (City of New
York 1924:23a). By the last dredging episode in 1932 the first
2,000 feet of Paerdegat Basin at the bulkhead end h~d been dredged
to 16 feet below mean low water, creating a channel 450 feet wide
and 6,675 feet long (Hazen and Sawyer 1991:21-23), more than twice
as wide as the 200-foot-wide basin shown in the 19th-century maps.
(See Figs 9 and 11) It is not clear whether the dredged material
was also piled in the project area to form the dry, elevated areas
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that presently exist on the project site. Apparently, the shores
of the basin were never adequately filled, or the bulkheads have
deteriorated greatly because sections of Block 8338 Lot 1 are still
below the mean high water level, which is not noted in the
insurance maps ,Compare Figs. 15b, 15c and Fig. 17} Through the
present / the de ser ted shores of the basin have been plagued by
illegal dumping, and the whole Bay waterfront marred by the sewage
odors emana t i.nq tram the polluted wacer . Attempts at housing
development directly east of the basin in Canarsie have been
hampered because many of the structures began sinking into the
formerly swampy ground. As a result, many apparently sound homes
remain unsold (Connie Kaplan, personal communication, 5-27-93).

Between 1950 and the present ( the project site section of
Block 8338 Lot 1 was being utilized to store "Used Lumber," and
boats, as well as hosting several structures, used for nursery
sales and boat repair and sales. Two trailers are also present on
Lot 1, on a dirt road running east from Ralph Avenue. They are
used as the "City of New York Department of Transportation Bureau
of Highway Operations Resident Engineers Office." During the 1960s
there was a golf driving range on Lot 1, east of the intersection
of Bergen Avenue and Avenue K. (See Figs. 16a and 16b) The other
sections of the project site are still occupied by the Sewage
pumping station, its parking and storage.
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Building Historv

This building history of the Paerdegat Basin Water Quality
Facility Site is based on historical maps and atlases, as ~ell as
on Brooklyn Sewer Records. Unfortunately, all relevant Building
Department records for Block 8338, Lots 1 and 300 and Block 8012
Lot 400 have been either lost or destroyed. It should be
remembered that only the section of Lot 1 north of Avenue ~, and
the section of Lot 400 bounded by Paerdegat Basin, Flatlands
Avenue, Block 8338 and the property around the Bureau of Highways
garage is included in the study parcel.

Block 8338 Lot 1 (Bounded by Bergen Avenue, Paerdegat Basin, Ralph
Avenue and Flatlands Avenue, and Lot 300)

The construction of a drainage ditch across the project site
and a short road to the ditch are the only recorded pre-filling
construction episodes. (See Fig. 11)

No structures are recorded on this lot until 1950, when a
three-sided shed appears, related to the used lumber storage that
still occupies the ~art of the northern section of this lot. This
shed was no longer present in 1962, but the used lumber yard was
still in existence. (See Figs. 14 and 15a) At that time four
structures appear along the lumberyard's Ralph Avenue frontage: a
wooden shed, two sheet metal buildings which were probably sheds,
and a i-story L-shaped, concrete, corrugated metal, and shingled
structure (which still stands, although it does not appear on the
1992 map - see Fig. 17). The sign on the building reads, "M.
Grossman Lumber Co."

By 1962, the lot was being utilized for a variety of
activities. Along Ralph Avenue, adjacent to the lumberyard on the
north, a plant nursery was active. The nursery ma.intained two
large hot houses ,wi th the southern one connected to a I-story
clapboard building. Open-air earth and gravel storage were to the
south of this structure. near the lumberyard, and north of the same
building, on a "concrete slab." (See Fig 15a) Al though these
buildings do not appear on the maps after 1977, (See Figs. 16a and
17) part of the complex still stands on the project site, partially
obscured by the dense growth. As of 1990, the leaseholder for
this property was listed as "Fred Arbeitman (nursery)" (City of New
York 1990). A small 1-story cinder block building was erected on
Ralph Avenue, south of the original nursery buildings between 1962
and 1977. (See Fig .16a) This stuccoed structure, at 1901 Ralph
Avenue, is presently being used for (plant) nursery sales.
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To the south of the Grossman Co. building, two structures,
which first appear in 1977, were also involved in nursery sales.
(See Fig. 1Gb) One vas an open-sided structure about. 300 feet
long. Remains of a decayed section of this long frame and open
building are still standing. The smaller I-story frame building to
the east, with asbestos shingles, is also extan1. Neither appears
on the 1992 map. (See Fig. 17)

In the southwestern corner of Lot I, near the intersection of
Avenue K and Bergen Avenue, a golf practice range was created by
1962 - basically a flattened hill with an elevation of between 18'
and 19'- as compared with the immediately adjacent sections of the
study lot which range between 11.4' and 14.2'. (See Fig. 15c) The
hill is littered with building debris fragments of bricks,
concrete, ceramic pipe, etc.

Near the high water line, which extends about 50' west of
Paerdegat Basin's western pierhead and bulkhead line boat storage
and repair business structures were erected. These were: a I-story
metal shed, approximately 80' by 20'; underground gas tanks; a
small wooden shed and metal signpost. (See Fig. 15c) Approximately
120' further north was an additional metal shed, which appears to
have been related to the boat business. A series of wood piles,
docks and ramps extended to the water through the still marshy
sections of the lot. {See fig. 15b} A portion of the boat repair
building, since c.1977 reconfigured into an L-shape, (See Figs~ 1Gb
and 17) stands on the.still marshy section of the 'project site, and
the supporting piers appear to be deteriorating. (See Photo 4)

The northern corner of Lot 1 was traversed by sewer
connections between the storm sewer lines on Flatlands Avenue and
Paerdegat Basin, as well as those between the "Reg. chamber housing
- conc. platform" an installation which is shown on this section of
the project lot in 1962 only, and the sewer lines on Ralph Avenue.
(See Fig. 15a and IS)

Block 8338 Lot 300 (Bounded by Flatlands Avenue, Lot I,
Block 8012 Lot 400 and Paerdegat Basin)

The first structure on this lot was the Sewage Pumping Station
on Flatlands Avenue, erected in 1933. This building will remain on
the project site. {See Photos 1 and 2} No other aboveground
buildings have been built here, although several sewer lines run
through the lot. (See Fig. 18) A 138" storm sewer crosses the
northern corner of adjacent Lot 1 and passes through the southwest
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corner of Lot 300, emptying in to the basin. The grates of this
line's gate chamber are presently visible in the southern section
of the lot. (See Photo 4)

A second sewer line takes the flow of 186" and 168" storm
sewers and a 108" combined sewer, running on both sides of the
eastern boundary of Lot 300 with Lot 400, from Flatlands Avenue to
Paerdegat Basin. Also, a 72" and 48" sanitary sewer pa sses
through the northeastern and northwestern corners of Lot 300
connecting the Flatlands Avenue lines with the pumping station.
There is also a 24" bypass line which appears to be under the
sidewalk in front of the sta tion. (See Fig. 18)

Block 8012 Lot 400 (Bounded by Block 8338 Lot 300, Flatlands
Avenue, Paerdegat Basin and the remainder of
Lot 400)

The first structures appear by 1950. (See Fig 14) The
Department of Public Works erected a I-story concrete block
chlorine storage building with a control room near the edge of the
basin. Although this structure appears on all subsequent maps (See
Fig. 17), it is no longer extant. All that remains is its concrete
slab base. (See Photo 3)

Also appearing in 1950 is a I-story structure along Flatlands
Avenue. This structure disappears by 1977. (Compare Figs. 14 and
I6a) It is replaced by six structures along Flatlands Avenue. Two
are labelled "iron," but most are drawn as three- or open-sided
buildings, probably sheds. (See Fig. 16a) Although two of these
(in the northeastern corner of the project site) still appear on
the 1992 map, (See Fig. 17) the project site section of Block 8012
has no aboveground structures, and the area is used for parking and
container storage.

Two sewer lines cross Lot 400, a major outlet to Paerdegat
Basin which runs along both sides of the lot I s entire western
boundary with Block 8338 Lot 300. Discussed above, it funnels two
186" storm sewers and a 108" combined sewer into the basin. A
second line passes through the northwest corner of the lot,
connecting a sanitary sewer with the pumping station. (See Fig.
18)

Bergen Avenue (Eastern half, between Ralph Avenue, Avenue K and
Block 8338 Lot 300)

Aside from a 19th century drainage ditch which crossed
proposed Bergen Avenue (See Fig. 11), there is no evidence of
construction ever occurring in the project site section of the
proposed Bergen Avenue.
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V. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Historical Potential and Recommendations

Although many important historical structures and sites have
survived in the Flatlands and Canarsie areas, none is closer than
0.9 miles to the project site (See Appendix A), and none will be
adversely affected by the proposed project. In addition, there is
no documented historical residential occupation of, the project
si te, and no non-resid-ential occupation during the historical
period until the construction of the Sewage Pumping Station in
1933. The modern structures then erected, mostly small commercial
sheds and buildings post-dating 1950, and their remains, are not
unique, and any archaeological information they would provide is
available from documentary research.

There is no evidence to warrant further
testing, field investigation or monitoring for
deposits from the historical period.

archaeological
archaeological

Prehistoric Potential

Overwhelming evidence exists that Native Americans exploited
the natural resources of western Long Island for thousands of years
before the arrival of Europeans. It is also clear that the tidal

-marshland of which the proposed Paerdegat Basin Water Quali ty
Facility Site is a part offered an extremely rich source of food'
and raw materials for prehistoric man. The presence of Indian
toponyms (including Castuteeuw and Muskyttehool), planting fields
and three important Canarsee settlements (Keskachane, Wimbaco and
Canarsee) within a 1.5 mile radius to the north, south, east and
west argue strongly for a prehistoric human presence in the
immediate vicinity of the project site. (See Fig. 3) As described
in the discussion of the prehistoric period, this evidence does not
rely only on 17th-century documentary evidence of obscure place
names, but the work of many historians and archaeologists (Benjamin
Thompson, Frederick Van Wyck, William Beauchamp, Arthur Parker, and
Reginald Bol ton) who have painstakingly recorded the past and
contemporary unearthing of "Indian relics" in Canarsie, Bergen
Beach (Wimbaco) and Flatlands (Keskachane), and carried out
excavations, such as Ralph Solecki's investigations along the route
of the Belt Parkway near Jamaica Bay (Wimbaco and Canarsee - See
Fig. 4 and Appendix A).
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Settlement pattern data of the prehistoric culture periods
reveal a strong correlation between habitation and processing sites
and the confluence of two water courses, proximi ty to a major
waterway, a marsh resource and/or well-drained, elevated land. A
review of the cartographic and historical evidence confirms that
some of these cri teria are met in the project si te , namely, the
presence of a marshland and of Paerdegat Creek. However, despite
thcoe 30CCtc which would have proven attractive to Native
Americans, most of the site, itself a tidal wetland, can not be,
and historically has never been, described as elevated or well-
drained land. Four of the six borings on the project site (See
Appendix 8: I, 2, 826, 827) indicate a layer of modern fill of
between 10' and 15' thick, with the water table seeping several
feet into the fill layer.

The fifth (825) and the si xth borings (813) which are
adjacent, are the only two borings which do not conform to this
pattern. Both exhibit large layers of fill, 10' and 13',
respectively. However, between the water table and the fill are
4.5' to 6.5' of sand and silt. If the Borings Location Map
(Appendix B) and Figure 11 are compared, it is evident that these
two borings encountered the disturbance caused by the excavation of
the drainage ditch and the construction of the small path c.1899,
the only documented pre-fill disturbances. The presence of silt
also suggests swift-running water ~hich might be found in a rivulet
or drainage channel, rather than the peat layers in the neighboring
borings which indicate still water.

The other 17 borings, taken in the vicinity of the project
site, provide a profile simi lar to the first four, with a fill
layer ranging from 12' (C9l to 20' (ell feet thick. and extending
below the water level. Beneath the fill is often a layer of peat.
Although it is likely that the estuarine resources of the site were
tapped, these numbers indicate a project site that was too
inundated a setting for an Indian campsite or processing station.
The New York State Museum bases its "high probability" rating on
the possibility that "if near water or deeply buried, materials may
occur submerged below the water table, II which suggests the combined
action. of rising sea levels and the compressing of prehistoric
layers by heavy fill. However, the project site was recorded as a
low-lying area, long before the introduction of fill. Prior to
inundation, it is possible that it could have been an elevated
site; however, because of the historically documented flatness of
the project area and its vicinity, this would have created a dry
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plain, traversed by a few creeks. This sort of environment, from
what we know of prehistoric settlement patterns, would not been
preferred by earl~ Native Americans.

Al though the lack of Building Department records makes it
difficult to desclibe the extent of disturbance to the original
project site surface, the depth of disturbance may be inferred from
our knowledge of historical. ei t.e cond i t Ioris , and the types of
structures that were erected there during the 20th century.
Archaeologists often refer to a layer of fill as a "protective
layer," because the fill absorbs the brunt of construction
disturbance, and leaves the more deeply buried archaeological
remains untouched. Because of the presence of a thick fill layer
on the Paerdegat Basin site, the large number of historical
construction intrusions have caused little disturbance to the pre-
fill surface of the project lots. Except for the Sewage Pumping
Station, all the buildings have been single story frame or concrete
block structures, many of them little more than sheds, with metal
walls, or no walls at all. Even the former chlorine storage
structure sat on a concrete slab. (See Photo 3) Foundations for
such structures rarely penetrate beyond four feet, and basements
rarely beyond ten feet. The borings show no fill layer thinner
than 11'. Basements deeper than this would have been impractical,
given the high water table. Basements would have been possible in
areas of particularly deep fill, but again, this excavation would
not have penetrated the pre-fill surface. Because of the size and
massiveness of the Pumping Station, piles were certainly necessary,
given the swampy nature of the original surface, and the
abovementioned sinking of the recently-built dwellings on the same
sort of swampland in Canarsie (Connie Kaplan, personal
communication, 5-27-93).

The most extensive disturbance to the prehistoric surface is
probably the sewer lines which cross the northeast corner of the
project area, mainly on Lots 300 and 400. It is inconceivable that
the line which receives the combined flow of a 186" (15.5'), 168"
(14') and 108 (9') sewer, would no~ cause below-fill disturbance
even in an area with eleven feet of fill (Borings 1 and 2, Appendix
B). Furthermore, although sections of these sewer lines might be
just below the present ground surface, at least their discharge
openings into Paerdegat Basin would be substantially lower - at
water level, given the existence of tide gate chambers on some of
the sewer lines. (See Figs. 15a and 18) In addition, sewer lines
would also require piles to prevent their sinking and rupturing
from stress.
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A.ccording to this scenario, aside from the 19th century
drainage ditch and path, (See Fig. 11) disturbance is confined to
Block 8338 Lot 300 and the northeast corner of 'Lot I, as well as
the western and northern sections of Block 8012 Lot 400. These
areas are all beneath sewer lines and 'thepumping station, and
except for the T-shaped "Reg. chamber" at the corner of Flatlands
and Ralph Avenues, (See Fig. 15a) are delineated on the Brooklyn
Sewer Records Map. (See Fig. 18)

Recommendations

The evaluation'of historical disturbance leaves large sections
of the project site intact beneath a protective fill layer.
Although the low-lying and inundated nature of the project site
would have precluded habitation or processing sites, the salt marsh
once there offered resources that certainly would have attracted
Native American hunting, fishing, and gathering expeditions. These
activities would result in only the stray lost or discarded
artifact, which. out of context, .would provide little or no useful
information regarding Indian culture, lifeways, or settlement
patterns. The time, cost, and effort expended for support sheeting
and dewatering in order to locate and excavat e prehistoric
cultural resources "buried beneath at least 10' of ~ill and below-
the water table. as well as the danger to personnel involved, is
not warranted by the low probability of finding intact submerged
deposi t s , or by the questionable value of the data which are
anticipa ted. The evidence for the existence of more extensive
prehistoric deposits is not sufficient to warrant further
archaeological testing, field investigations or monitoring.
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Bridge over Paerdegat Creek (c.1900)
Collection of the Brooklyn Historical Society

Paerdegat Woods and stream. November 19. 1905
Collection of the Brooklyn Historical Society
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Photo 1: Sewage Pumping Station on project site at the intersection
of Flatlands and Ralph Avenues. Looking southeast from Flatlands
Avenue.

Photo 2: Sewage Pumping station, looking south from Fl at lands
Avenue.
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Photo 3: Paerdegat Basin I looking southeast to west shore from
behind the pumping station. Note concrete slab in the foreground,
site of forme~ chlorine storage structure.

photo 4= Pae~degat Basin, west shore. looking southeast from behind
the pumping station. Note grate of gate chamber in foreground.
White building along shore is the boat repair structure.
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Photo 5: section of used lumber yard, south of Flatlands Avenue,
east of Bergen Avenue (dirt road). Trailer of Bureau of Highway
Operations Resident Engineers Office at right.

photo 6: Trail ers of the Bureau of Highway Operations Resident
Engineers Office, south of used lumber yard.
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Photos 7 and 8: Nursery sales lot, south of used lumber yard and
the remains of the long open-frame nursery building. Looking
southeast toward proposed Bergen Avenue.
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Photo 9: Paerdegat Basin Water Quality Facility Site looking north
from elevated ridge of former golf range near the corner of Bergen
Avenue and Avenue K. Stack to right of center is pumping station.
Round white building is school across Flatlands Avenue from project
site. Note bui~ding debris at midground.

Photo 10: View east toward Paerdegat Basin from golf range ridge
near Bergen Avenue and Avenue K.
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Photos 11 and 12: Fl at1ands
Dutch Reformed Church and
Graveyard, Kings Highway
and Overbaugh PI ace;
1.2 miles west of project
site. Third Dutch church
on this site, first ~
1663, present building
1848. Church grounds and
graveyard the site of
Indian settlement and
burial place known as
Keskachane.
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ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE INVENTORY FORM FO R OFFICE USE ONLY

UNIQUE SITE NO. #(;47-01 - 0/2.(
QUAD. c."",., !~/?,1
SERIES ( f.t. r:CE f:. 7 ~ /
NEG. NO. _

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION
NEW YORK STATE PARKS AND RECREATION
ALBANY I NEW YORK

518 474-0479

REPORTED BY: _--ILJ;~t:>:!:!h~>1---!.;;;,;,....,1.:....:.;.:..!./ 1J,~~..:...r---.£.A.:,..,5~5~.:'C;":':2..(!t~e,-=.sL- _

YOUR ADDRESS: k*=sf- Oe'sf~r I &."."'7.1IA: ....:4 TELEPHONE: _

ORGANIZATION (if any): #/5 c.._r,l"",t;. -r- ex - 20m) --7-coIO

DATE:

* * * * * * * * * * * • • * * • * * • * * * * * * • • * • .

1. SITE NAME:_~J=7S_-...:...,....:....;_-=k:;..:.;;.,;,.)I~n!..-...:::C::..;-I=-rl~·l!""'-.~...:..r---L/~'*~"'~>.::...=--..;r=;~Ir~ _

kSjf TOWN/CITY: VILLAGE: _

3. LOeA TlON: _---:L.6.£:.e:..f..:./ -=....:::.;;,.~, -I-~..:...A~v~c=",-,-c_ti:.........../'1.~,~II_;f.~<J~tI!<!"'I_..J,(.,.../.LE...!:"'~,I"...,~~!.....r_d.~("..£.~.=<::...!..-h~,)_J-+"~V.:!...rr~_
""9,-:--1 of 111,·;1 Js/",~e:f - "",.-e .... iJ~I-:--~e-'1 e1JI6-:;r/A t £Jt/.J1,J/&r,~

2. COUNTY:

4. PRESENTOWNER: ___

5. OWNER'S ADDRESS: _

6. DESCRIPTION, CONDITION, EVIDENCE OF SITE:

o 5T ANDING RUINS o CELLAR HOLE WITH WALLS

o SURFACE TRACES VISIBLE o WALLS WITHOUT CELLAR HOLE

o UNDER CULTIVATION o EROSION o UNDERWATER

o NO VISIBLE EVIDENCE o OTHER _

7. COLLECTION OF MATERIAL FROM SITE:

o SURFACE HUNTING

o TESTING

o EXCAVATION

BY WHOM -,----__ DATE _

BY WHOM DATE ---:.... _

BYWHOM DATE _

o NONE

PRESENT REPOSITORY OF MATERlALS: _

8. PREHISTORIC CULTURAL AFFILIATION OR DATE: _
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I~)NATIONAL
~·l-IEH.lTAGE

View:

III c; to I'ic ~ ill! Survcy 1~I'CllI'lI
Coney Island U.S.G.S. 7.51 Quadrangle

UTM Grid 4496,S90m.N.
I. MH£ C,J1nera Fae In9: 5JB-]4 92,6S0m.E.

Historic .
Note: Not specifically wli the leg. boundaries

COlll11On John Eldert House of gateway. Due to the extreme nature 0

2. LOCATION Formerly just north of HI 11 Island 20th cen. disturbance in this area,
Street & No. Jamaica Bay this location shoul d not be taken t

Zoning: be K;lrirntse. .a~ ~ ~rence Key ,

3. CLASS(F ICATION

CATt:GORi' OWNERSHIP STATUS
ACCESSIBLE

(Check One) TO PUBLIC

District _Bufldln9 X 'Publlc Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes:
TSlte _Structure -Private In Process Xunoccupled X Restrlctp.d

Object 80th Being Considered - Work In Progress -i.Jnrestrlctl!~
-Jres. --....J.l tera • -r-tLJ

PRESENT liSE {CI'l.!Ck (ln~ or /'l~re If Allpl Icall Ill)

A'lrh"ul ture :6. G~vttrnu\f~nt H'I'H!Um _.R,~llgtous . Scientific
-Contnerc l.al 11IIlustrioli 'X Pclrk _Rent~l. Residence -Tr4nspurtatlan

f---E,juca tiona I Mill tolry ---Private Residence Single Family Other
- . (Owner OcCuph!dl -Oouble .. Multtple

0-

ORICrr~l USE: Residential Structure

4". l1YrlCRSlllP_~!~s ...nt) 4b. OWllfRSlI11I (Orlnlnlll , if Itno...lI) : _.
r1.al'it.!:

National Park Service John Eldert
_tret!t .lnd ~IUlll~r: le. SUtlDER/ARCHITECT fff knownJ:

:

cl ty or. Tuwn:

~mlll:~l'm;L -P.~otog each 5 hieon at long Island Aistorl~al SOCiety
F~atur~~e~ter ur) Hat~r 0115

Facade Unknown Unknown'
Foundations

Trim .

Roof Type: _flU _qable _sned _"Frencn" --9ambrel
_hlp _other

Chlmney(s)

Porch{es)

Add1 tlon(s) .
Dimensions & PI.n Unknown (Sketch):

Structural System:

_~od fril~. IllterlocklnCJ Jctnes _wood fr.sme. llCJh t membl!r

_1IIot sonry 10.d. bea ri ng ...a 11s . _tog _metal otn~r

f

o
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-~£~cIlJllTT~RJE'ii!!f J : --------- ... ---_ ••• ________ ...... ~ _~ 4

- ......- ...... -
Humberof Storl.'-.Jl!::!.known

Other notable f~aturds:

- ----_.
Conllitlun: I:XTERIOR _bcellent _flOod •_r"lr O"lertoratl!,J ~.RlIllJ"-UHERrOR __ hcelltfllt _Good f<llr _Or. U~rI01:11 tlfll _Rutns
Inte'lrlty: a. _~Origlnal Site b. _Hoved I f so. when and from "'her!"

-c. H.lJor alttfl",Jtums and dates (f f known): ----_ ..-
----

SI te:
frontage: Acreage:
Depth:
Related Oulbulldln1lS i1n,JProperty: None Known

_bdrn _c.lrrldllc house __ qarage{ s) _shOll _sh~11 --9,Jr.h!ns _onharch
_fenc:tnq (type) t

_w4111n9 ( tYlle} _~the"
Threats "nd/o,: Intrusions to Bull,J1n9:

_nllne knuwn _zoning _roads L deveIopm~nt _d@terioratlon _other

tI'iTtllli.r.rmUtI!:liTrrO"~m ulNT.'ArlQ Su!u1ilUrmfMs ._---&. -----
Rel"Uun ..hlp tn Stret!t: _Plvot,,1 _Posltlv@ lLJ'eull"ll _Nl"gatlve
Rtf14thlll~hl P to Vllldlll! : PIvotoll _Poslllv~ _Heutrlll _Neqallvp.

1. SIr.UlriCAIfr.c
04te 0 ( till t Ia I CanstrllCtlon:

_c. 1840 c .11150 _c. 1660 _c.ln1O . _c.18HO _c.IA90 _c.IIlOO---
_c.1910 _"fter 1!lIO . Specific D.,te (If known)

Style: _Frllntler -Hilll ..i"'te _Heo.Classlr. lh·vIv.a I _Art Deco
___Classic Rpvlv~1 _Ro,""nl~~ll tie Revtv aI ___!nqll\h rclp~tlc _Ranch Style
__ t~tI"c Revival _Queen Anne _Federal Ilevlvdl _Spilt-level
_f""can Vilid _Eadlake _Bungd 10Id _UtI Utllrhn
_S~KUI~ (1111)\re _Geol"9lan Revival _Western Stick Style _Other.Natlolloll R"'II Hllr" 5 t:UL,lS :

Pre ""II t I'I on 'Ia r 11m,. I R"ql'ilp.r or nnmln.uplJ fur:·
_national s 1'1"1ncauce __ !> lalt! Sit",1flcJlnce _lac ..1 s II"/nIrIC411,:e X_nnnif..- c!fHM[fln:1 ~)Ii:aiion"iW";i: II,hJ~ }

A house was built in 1772 by John E Idert just north of M i11 Is1and. Photo-
graphs on file at Long Island Historical Society ind ica te the house was
extant in 1.895.

.

.---_._-- - _ .._- _. ---- ... -_._ ....- ._ .....- ..- -- __ a_ -_ .. - ...._-- ---- -_ ... _ ..__ ... -
.. - .

Recllrd/!r: DGR ____ Date nf Inv.."rory ._.--.:lJ.77.._--- __ 0

Photoljr"'f11u."I": Date of Exposur"P.

"\
-)
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ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE INVENTORY FORI\1 FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

UNIQUE SITE NO. ,At;<ll-C? 1-~/2..c>
QUAD. C·,.e_, /s/~ .. ,i
SERIES 7 Uf.&:£ 7~'-
NEG. NO.

DlVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERV AnON
NEW YORK STATE PARKS AND RECREA nON
ALBANY, NEW YORK

518 474-0479

REPORTED BY: J7,J... d1;!"e"- 145ru,'.:.-Ie5
/'

YOUR ADDRESS; w{.ff- C/,e;...fe.--, /,;.,''':;/</ ......,&:... TELEPHONE: _

ORGANIZATION (if any): dr's f:,..rr",c;."L C)( - 2ccX) . "7-c;%

DATE:

* * * • * * * * • * * * * • * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * .

2. COUNTY:_---L:.Y-..:..=/lf-q.l....- TOWN/CITY: VILLAGE: _
J

3. LOCATION: _......loo::O;.c.:.......;;£J,.:;;"':..l..."'.c.r";;.se."""c_L.:.t11....:...:..:..;!,;;.../ --,-/..<:..5..:.:/ ",:...::-I=-..,.--....c.f"?.;.,:o=';/"---,I.,-=,,,,,-,-,,,,,,,,,d,---,,,,/;:.-..-?-..:.I-..,.t:W::....le"o....se,,,,,,,..,,,--ff/:.:.....;.:..:,; /..:..,./__
I

4. PRESENT OWNER: _

5. OWNER'S ADDRESS: _

6. DESCRIPTION, CONDITION, EVIDENCE OF SITE:

o STANDING RUINS o CELLAR HOLE WITH WALLS

o SURFACE TRACES VISIBLE o WALLS WITHOUT CELLAR HOLE

o UNDER CULTIVATION

o NO VISIBLE EVIDENCE

o EROSION o UNDERWATER

o OTHER _

7. COLLECTION OF MATERIAL FROM SITE:

o SURFACE HUNTING BY WHOM DATE _

o TESTING BY WHOM DATE _

o EXCAVATION BY WHOM DATE _

o NONE

PRESENT REPOSITORY OF MATERIALS: _

8. PREHISTORIC CULTURAL AFFILIATION OR DATE: _

HP-~
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~, NATION.t~L
~Jl-IEH.lTAGE

View:

" is till' Ic ~ ill! Su f'Vl'.Y r~I'''1l1"l1
.Coney Island U.S.G.S. 7.51 Quadrangle

UTM Grid 4496,160m.N.
J. NAME Cl!lIll!ra' F<lCfng: 5

Historic JB-73 92,81 Om.Eo
Schenck-Crooke House am Mil J Note: Not spec ifica 11y w / i legislated

COImlOn boundar,ies of gateway. Due to tz. LOCATlO!( extreme nature of 20th century
Street & No. Jamaica Bay disturbance in this area, this 1

!'&bcmf~n~~l!l~l!rjt be taken to be p
lani ng: cise.

J. CLASSIF leA floll

CATEGORY I OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIllLE
(Clleek One) TO PUBLIC

District _8utldlllg X Public Public Acqulsltfon: _Occupied Yes:
"XSI te _Structure -Private In Prcces s LUnoccup Ied X Restricted

Object Both Being Consfdered Work In Progress -rJnrestrlcte~
_Pres. _Altera. ~o

PRESEIIT USE (Chtlck flnt! or Hure If Aua11ca b lit }

~9rl.:ulture ~GIlYc!rnlll<!nt HU5eUIII _R~I fglous Scl~ntlffc
..-~o1l1.nercf.i I IIIlJustrlo11 rx'Pllrk _Rental Residence -Tnnsporutlon
..-E,Juca tiona I Hill tary Private Residence Single family Oth'er

(Owner Occupied) -Double
Mul Llple

ORIGINAL USE: Oldest known res iden t ia I structure in Kings County.

4d. 1I101UERStfl II--.t!!·~5<lnt I 4b. O\ltIER~IlII' (Orl~II1/11 , If knnwn):
Ilo1dJ..!:

_.
National Park Service Jan Martense Schenck

~trel:!t dn~ 'lumber: ac. bUZLDER/ARClll rtcr ff f-knawnJ :.
-

:Ity or Twn:

.
l..onQ I ::'ldflU ni ::'I.ur; I.dT ~.5. llESaHnml-pJfotoora pn s ana araWI nqs on r II e at

-----,~dturl:!S (~xterlur) Hateddls
FaC3de Unknown Unknown
Foundations

Trim ~

Roof Type: _flat _gable _shed _"French" .....!Jambrel
_hlp _otber

Chimneyh)

Porch(es)

Addition(::»

Unknown .
D1mllnslons & Pl.an (Sklltch) :

Structural System:

___ wood fra~p., interlocking julnts _wood frame, light membl!r

___ masonry ladd bearing wdlls 109 _metal oeh!!,.

he

oc s
re-
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·~n·cRrmuR jcont. J :: --- ---.------- ------
Nulllberat' Start" Unknown-
Other notable features:

..__ ..-
Condltlcn: eXTERIOR _(x,ellent _Good • r" Ir' D~lerloi'<lte\l _.RuI n,>-INTERIOR __ (AceII ent _Gaud _rllir Dr.lerlur ..ted _Ruin ..
In teflr Ity : a, _Ortglnal 51te b. _Hoved If SO. when lind frol1lwhen' moved to site

near Brooklyn Museum after 1940 ---
c. M~Jor lIlt~rattans and \lates (If known): --------

---.
St te:

F'rontolge: Acreage:
Depth:
Rehtl!d OutllullulnilS an,\ Property:

__ 11.11"'0 _c~rrldql! house _ .11'" r"'le ( ..) _Shop _she,1 --9"rdp.n'i _orchards
_fenctnq (tYlle) .

_",,,tllng (type) _.other ____
Threats and/or Intruston .. to But1I.lIn9: .

. _none knIJ1,'" _zonlnq _TOads ~del/elopm~nt _detertoratlon _other

lltTERRtL"TIOtI~nTpor au [1Ul NG J\:lD suilnolltlu 1M:; .._---6. -----
ReI"l hll1'ihIp to Strl!p.t : _" hllt,11 _Pus I t Iv" JLNeutnl _"pqatlve
RuI. t hlll~htil to Villdlfl!: _Plvut.ll _Pos l t lve _Neulral _Neqaltvp.

"1. slr.:llFiallr.t

Date of [II It 101t Construction: .
__ C. 1840 _c.llJ50 _c. 1860 _c.1870 c.IUnO _c.IMO _c. 11:100

_c.1910 _after 1910 . Specl flc D.,te (If known) 1659 or Earl ier
StylI': _ trllllt'er --[td 11.,i.,He _.NeD-Cla<;~II: ~l!;tv,lI _A,.t Deco

___CI~..Slc Rp.vlv~1 _llonllt"t!Mlue Rt.'vh61. --.!nqll<;h r,lpr.tfc _R.uu:h Style
__ ~;utldc l1~vlvdl _Oueen Anile _Federal /levlv.1l _Spl t t-Ll!vt'l
_Tuse.n Vi1101 _fao;tlake _8unqalold _Utll ttarl.lln
_S.·,·u,1<I f.mplre _Georl)lan R.!vl~al --!,1!5tern SLick Style _Other

H~t 1"n ••1 R"llhler St.1tus: ~
"1"~""nt 1y on til. t IlIn.1I R...,hter or nnnltn,H"d fur: ._n"tlnnal sl~/I1(lColnce _.!ol.te s Iolnlflc4nce _locll St '1" I rt C41l':t.' X nonl!

·-cirMMnIT~;;),"ji~liiirnn III'Jet'h'"Je) --
House and attendant mill built by Jan Hartense Schenck on Crooke' 5 Island (Lateknown as Mil I Island). House and mill st i11 extant in 1940, soon thereafterremoved to site near the Brooklyn Museum. .

~
..._ ..~..._---_.- .._ ..- .~-- -------_. ._----_ ..._ ........._------ -.- . --.- - ._- . . _ ........ ... - .. _ .........

H~•.••n'p.r: DGR
Del .. or IlIvpntory. 1171___ .---- -

rhotuurJphf.'l': Dde or hposurl! \
I
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APPENDIX B

Soil Borings Data"
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A?~~N~:l. E - 30?!NG LOGS

Bc~~~~s a~ ~~e Paerdega: Pu~pinq Stat:c~
Ra:ph a~c Flatlands Ave~ues (Sheet 0369)
City cf New York. Departme~t of Public wcrks. D:visio~
Engineering Se~vices. S~bs~rface Exploration Sec~:on
Oc~obe~ leo 1960 (See attached map for location)

...&
'-'-

Abbreviations: tr.=trace. med.=nedi~ ..org.=organic. g~av.=gravel.
veg.=vegetation

Cinde~s +11' to 10' Cinders +11' to 10 I

P:.-o:b .. fi 11 . cd 1 + some rnee..to Misc. f.; 1 , brow:l mee.. to fine--_ .... , _ ........ ,
fine sane.. tr. grav .• tr. veg. sand. brick. little grav. , tr.
10' to O. silt 10' to o .
Black org. silt, some mec...to Soft peat and org. si 1t ..0
fine sand. tr. veg. a to -2' to -I'
Compac,; med. to f' light - Compact coarse to fine gray-_lone
b:-own sane.. little grav ...tr brown sane. and grav ..I tr. of
veg. -2' to -6' silt and black org. silt.. -1'

to -4.0'
Compact med. to ~' l' h+ Compact coarse to fine brown..:lone.19' .•-. ' sand tr . of sand sand and tr- silt. -4'.0row:: coarse grav ..
anc. grav. , tr. silt. -6 to - to -9' .
21'

water at '!":.3'
2

water at +:.7'
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APPENDIX E

Borings for Combined Relief Sewers in Avenue K, Bet. Flatlands &
Ralph Aves., Ralph Ave. Bet. Avenue M & Bergen Ave. (Sheet 0584)

City of New York, Department of Public .Worksti Division of
Engineering Services, Subsurface Exploration Section
February 26, 1968 (See attached map for location)

Abbreviations: conc=concrete, cind=cinders, br=brown
c-f=coarse to fine·

B12
water -0.1'

B7
water -0.5'

Ba
water -4.11

B9
water -4.0'

BIO
water -0.6'

Fi 11, sand
silt, grav
asphalt
cone.
+12.4' to
-1.6'
Compact
med.-f
gray sand,
some silt,
tr clay,
tr peat
to -7.6'
Loose-
compact c-
f brown
sand tr
silt, tr
grav.
to -23.6'

Cone; Fill,
sand, silt,
grav, brick
wood.
+11. 71 to
-2.3'
Peat
to -6.3'

Soft
gray/br
silt & clay
tr c-f sand
tr veg.
to -10.3'

Fill, sand
sil~, grav
asphalt
+11' to -41

Peat
to -6' ..

V. compact
c-f gray
sand, tr to
little
grav, tr
sil t.
to -16'

Fill, cind
plaster,
etc.
+11.6' to -
3.4'

Peat
to -5.4'

Gray silt
fine sand
to -7.4'

Fill sand
grav, silt
steel,
asphalt
+11.2 to
-3.8'
V. soft
gray erg.
silt, some
clay, some
fine sand
to -5.8'

Gray sand,
tr. grav
to -8.8'



I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
1\
I
I
I
I
I
I,
I
I
I

APPENDIX B

Abbreviations: pen=penetrated
B11

water -3.5'
B13 B25 B26

water -4.2' water -3.5' water +0.8'

B-3

B27
water +1.9'

Fill
silt
+11'~

~-4'

I
sand,
cind
to

:Pi 11 sand ,
igrav silt
I brick
i +13.3' to
I ,'" ?'
I i \J ....

j

Fill brick,
plaster
+13' to +3-'

I Fill sand,
[si~t,grav
1 br i,ck .
i plaster
i +11.9 to
i -3.1'
i

Fill sand ,
silt,
brick
+8.4' to
-1.6'

~

I
II
jl

stiff,
gray org
silt some
f sand, tr
peat
to -9'
Compact c-
f br sand
little-
some grav,
tr silt
to -14'

I Compact c- fI br sand, tr
I si 1t, tr
i gravI to -13.7'

Loose c-
med-f br
sand, tr
silt
to -22.7'

! stiff dark
~br silt, tr
[c-f sand,
:pen. by
I conc fill
! to -1.0'

Compact
loose c-f
brown sand,
tr grav, tr
silt
to -23'

! PeatI to -5.11

i

I
I
I

I
i Compact c-f
i br sand,
i little-tr
j grav, tr
)sil tI to -24.1'
r

Peat
to -4.6'

Compact c-
med-f gray
sand, tr-
little
grav tr
silt
to -11. 6'
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APPENDIX E
E-4

Borings for Reconst~uction of Avenues t, M, N, etc., between East
68th and East 72nd Streets (Sheet 2181)

Ci ty of New York, Department of General Services, Division of
Design and Construction Management, Bureau of Buiiding Design
February 27, 1991 (See attached map for location)

Cl
water +0.9' to
-0.1'

~ Blacktop s
J fill +11.7'
Po 8 3'a - •

C6
water +0.7' to
+0.4'

C7
water 0.9' to
-0.1'

C8
W::lt.p.r +1.2' to
o

j Asphal t , cone.
tOI& fill +10.9'

: to -7.1'
i Asphal t , cone
J s fill + 11. 3'
ito -4.7'

F-med hr sand,
tr silt tr
grav to -11.8'

1 Blacktop s
j fill TI0.9
~to-4.1'

F-med dark hr
sandt tr silt,
tr grav
to -12.1'

I, Br peat, some
! org sil t
! to -6.6'

f-med-c br
sand, tr to
little silt,
tr to little
grav. to -7.7'

C9
.water 0.0'

ell
water -0.5'

C20
water 4.0'

Asphalt, cone, fill
+10.8' to -1.2'
Dark hr peat, some
org silt, tr qrav
to -5.2'

iIAsphalt, conc, fill
I +11.6 to -6.4'

I Asphalt, cone, fill
! T13.3' to -2.7'

f
I F-med hr sand
Ito -11.4'
I
I

I
1 F-med-c hr sand,
]little grav, tr

I,sil t, cobbles
to -8.8'

Gray/hr silt, tr
clay, little med-f
sand, tr veg
to -9.2'

i
i F-med":cI tr grav

I

I F-med hr sand, tr
/grav to -21.3'

i

brown sand
to -19.9'
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CI0 C16
h
# As pha 1t . fill
~ +12.6Ito -2.41

•
~

Blacktop,
cone, fill
+13.41 to
-0.6'

Peat, org.
silt, tr glass
to -3.4'

Dark
gray/brown org
silt, peat,
some clay, tr

I grav, tr
Imetal, g1 ass
I to -5.6'

B-5

C19 C21

i B iacktop, cone
! fill +10.2' to
i -3.8'.
!

Asphalt, cone,
fill +13.1' to
-4.9'

I
I F-med. -coarse
I brown sand,
I little grav,
I tr silt
! to -8.81

i
I

i
I

F-med brown
sand, tr silt,
tr grav, org
odor, f silty
sand layers.
to -1&.4

F d bay ro n I -me rown -mea rown isilt f-med I sand tr si1t , j sand, tr grav I

Isand tr veg. I tr grav, tr to -21.3'
to -5.4' i veg. to -10.6' i
F-med brown i l It Isand, tr silt, I I I
tr grav. I I
to -18.9' I !

i

Gr /b w
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APPENDIX A

Correspondence with the

New York state Museum

and the

New York state Office
of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation
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SITE FILE SEARCH RESULTS

conducted by --.:::L::....IBu,·..,I- _

date _S~/a4!_-J f

Project --*'a-er-d-€.jo..:t- 13a.s ~

Village Town ~ t..l"ij V\.,<

County _

New York State Museum

Prebistor~ archeological' sites ~

V
Oist on back)

Site sensitMty requested

Archeological sites

BUiJdingtStrw:t:ure forms
\ /

(

National Register listing

Previous Surveys
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Key To USGS Map Indicating Inventoried Cultural Resources

From the New York State Museum
archaeological sites were reported
approximate locations are indicated
7390, 7391, 3610, and 3608.

there are four prehistoric
by Arthur C. Parker. Their
by the numbers

The Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation has eight
sites in its files which a~e indicated by numbers 1 - 8 on the map.
Copies of the site inventory forms - in that sequence - follow the
map.

Brooklyn Quad (USGS 1967)

#1. A047-01-0125 Kings Bayview House, Canarsie Pier, Jamaica Bay
#2. A047-01-0118 Schenck House site near Jamaica Bay
#3. A047-01-0113 Canarsie site
#4. A047-01-0023 Wyckoff House in Flatbush

coney Island N.Y. Quad (USGS 1066)

#5. A047-01-0123 Van Wicklen Cottage near Jamaica Bay
#6. A047-01-0119 Bergen House near Jamaica Bay
#7. A047-01-0121 John Eldert House site near Jamaica Bay
#8. A047-01-0120 Schenck-Crooke House site near Jamaica Bay
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Polyconic projection. 1927
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--------

Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Presenat1an

Archeological Sites:

listed -------

listed -------
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ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE INVENTORY FORM FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

UNIQUE SITE NO. d017 -O/-eJI2'>
QUAD. J I?rNkJ~'1
SERIES {,f.J~Jw/7'h..'
NEG. NO.

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION
NEW YORK STATE PARKS AND RECREATION
ALBAl\'Y, NEW YORK

518 474-0479

REPORTED By:_---.J1fu.;):::.!:h/.!:.~!........!p1~,:...L· /.~n~s.:r_!...A~~..r.~~'<:~r~'d:...l.~5....!.5 _

YOUR ADDRESS: tl-fl- C~t?rf~~; &"""':t&~1>?;~ TELEPHONE: _

ORGANIZATION (if any): ,HI'S G1-frdt:f- CX"- 2oc<.' -7-()OIQ

DATE:

* * * • * • * * • • * • * * * * * * • * * • * • • , • • * .

l. SITE NAME: __ .....R~cL..--....!..78"..::-/_~A-1....!..'·..:.:.A~1'_i5!.....-.:..O.t.S~'-=-l . .,.~x..v~i'r;:o...:../~-"-M..:.::.· t:'::....=,;.;';"O'[~~:....-_s:'-/.':..l. 6.....:~;o;;. _J .J

2. COUNTY:_·_.!..lK;~,A:.!]I,.....s!....---- TOWN/CITY: VILLAGE: ----

4. PRESENT OWNER:_~ _

5. OWNER'S ADDRESS: _

6. DESCRIPTION, CONDITION, EVIDENCE OF SITE:

o STANDING RUINS o CELLAR HOLE WITH WALLS .

o SURF ACE TRACES VISIBLE o WALLS WITHOUT CELLAR HOLE

o UNDER CULTIVATION o UNDERWATER ,
"

o NO VISIBLE EVIDENCE

o EROSION

o OTHER _

7. COLLECTION OF MATERIAL FROM SITE:

o SURFACE HUNTING BY WHOM DATE _

o TESTING BY WHOM DATE, _

o EXCAVATION BY WHOM DATE _

o NONE

,PRESENT REPOSITORY OF MATERlALS: _

8. PREHISTORIC CULTURAL AFFIliATION OR DATE: ---'---' _

. ':\'
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~\NATIONAL
~.J I-IERITAGE

II i';1.01' ic S ile Su rvc'y Hl'mrd
6ro.J:-]""" ·.:.Gene.t ,'slaFKl U.S.G.S. 7.5' Quadrangle

View: UTH Gr id 4497, 350m. N.

(1966 ;'

L NAME JB-78 Colmera facing; 5
Historic 93,500m•E•
COll1llOn Kino IS Bavview House Note: Due to the extreme nature of 20th centur

Canars ie Pier disturbance in'th is area. .ttlis locat ion
2. LOCATIOH should be taken to be precise.

Street' Ho. Jamaica Bay not

- Zoning: H4P Reference Key ,

13. cLAss (FICAfloll

CArCGO:lY OWNERSHIP STATUS
ACCESSIBLE

(Ciled One) TO PUBLIC

Dhtrh:t _Bun.HoC) X Publfc Public Acqufsltlan: _Occupied Yes:
XSlte _StructuN! -Pr"iv.lte In Process .2LUnoccup t ed _>LRestrfctp.d

ObJec t Botll Being Considered Work 10 Progress IJnrestrlcteJ
_Pres, _Al-tera. ---'No

I'RESnlT liSE rCllo!ck OnO!or H.,re f f APDll co!bl" I

~A~rh:ul tur e ~ GuvI!rnrllO!I1t HU5eun, Rt~1191ous Sc Ient 1fie
_~QIJ1IIerc 1o£ I Indus trial 'X'Pdrk Rent~l Residence --'--Transportation
~E~l.I.::a t i~na I Hf r ftary Prfvate ResIdence SIngle Famfly Other

(Owner Getup 1ed) -Double
Multiple

ORIGINAL USE: Residential Structure "

401. OlJfIERSIl(P~!".!!scn t) 4b. OImERSlllP (Dr1 !l1"", 1 , if eown):
NoImc :

Nat iona 1 Park Service
_tr~t=t dn'" Num~r; 4c:. Rl;HlTfl;T (1 f known):

.
City or Tuwn:

.5. OESCR[PTh1N Draw-jno on t f I ~ at r ....'",., c:: l arid H is to r i1":.::11 SOl"" iprv
--r-:.ttures (telltcrior! . M.ter1.l1s

Fa(3,Je Unknown Unknown
Foundations

Trilll .

Roof Type: flat ~able _Shed _"Frene: h" .....9 ..mbrel
_Mp _other

Chimney(s)

Porc:h(es)

Addition (s)
.
.

Dillll!nsions I Pliln Unknown (Sketch) : ,

Structural System:

_lrfOOd fr01~II!. interlocking Jl)lnts _wood frame. light memher

_masonry lo.td bearfn'J w.slls . log IlIe ta 1 oth~r

y
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~._ ot~I:lifl'lT!MCIEont.)---:·:------- -- ---- -- ._._. -- - .•...•... --_._. .
~~---....---------- _._---_.-.- ._------ ------_ ...

NUllcer of Sturl.l~known

Other nOUble futurn: _

i
/

ConditIon: eXTERIOR
INfERIOR

_.ElI..:ellent
__ Excellent

_roOUd
_r.ood

_.rot1r
_'atr

_l1toll!rIClJ"atl1d
__ Dp.ler lorl\tl1L1

'i......RulnS
_RlIlns

lnteqrlty: a. ~Or1glnQl Site b. _HaYed (f SI). when .:l ,,1.1 from whe1""1'------_._--
'---_._-_.

c. H.iJor altt!l'atluns and L14t~s (If knuwn): .•. __,..__

-----------------------------------_ ...__ .
Site:

Fl""ont.:lye: A~reage:
Depth:
Related Oulblll1f.llnlls o1n.JProperty: None Known

_bJru _cJrrIJ'.lc house _.tlara!le(s) _shop _slll~tl __ .94 rllp.ns _Orl;!1oJ rth

_fendml (t)'(lt!) __ wailIng (lype) _~ther _
Threats and/or Intrusions to 8ull"'lng;

_n~ne kntJ'"" _zonlnq _roads -lLdeyelopml1nt _deterluratlun _other -----
11lIlIlIU.L~I!Tirri)r 811 U.m /Iii Alia St@'ii);""IJ""'fll~H;.;,;rl:.=G""'::; .; __ =--=~.
ReI4tl~n\hlp to Stre~t:
RulathJIIl>hlp to VIIIJIII"!:

__ Phot.l]
_PhOloil

_PoslttYe

_PosltlYI!
..A...Neutral
_.Nt'utral

_,jpgUlve
_Ne!J4t1vp.,.

srl~:rrril:}'I~r.t------------------------------------i
04te of Initial Construction:

_c. J8ol0 _c.1USO c.IBGO _c.ln70 _c. 18RO _C. 1890 _c.lqOO
_c.1910 _arter 1910 ,Specific D"te (If knownl 18th century

Sty Ie: _I ta II"iloJte
_Ron",n~Sllu~ Revival
_Queen Aline
_E"4~tlake

__ G~oralln Reyt~41.

__ Neo-Classlr.AeylvJl
__ £nqll\h (clpc.tlc
_Fe.Jera 1 Fh:v1v,II

_Art Deco
_R"'Il:h Style
_51111 t-level
_Utili tarfan

_Other

_Classic RpvlYJI
__ IOutldc Revival
_Tuscoln vt ll.s
__ St!c:und EIltpIre

Nat10n.11 RI·qIst!!r Status :
Pre"I"ltly on 'llltlllll.t1 Rp.'lhter Dr nnultnatpd fur:

_national sl!Jnt r1cance _.:'>LlIte 5 I,jllt flc,Utce

_8ungalold
_Western Stick Style

_local slrmt rlc4n.:e
..-c~HMmr';Tlt!~p7Iiitrn~it r·"':-::::.'=eTI---------------------- _

King's Bayview'house was probably erected sometime in the 18th century.
No further information available.

,-----_._-- - ----_.-._._. --.:::-=-========= ._----._ ... - _ .... - -- _. ------ ._.- -".__ :~ --- ..• ·:- •• -_7 ....

Rtl("lr'II')': .• _--DGB.______ _ __ Date or r"V,.lItory. __ ~U'_"'1I .__ .
Phata.JrJfl1lt'l": -.-;Date or (JlPOS1Irl!. "'1
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ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE INVENTORY FOR.'t FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

UNIQUE SITE NO. -,A,,--,,=::t?~:....-=,--,-~.J....!..:;J,
QUAD. !?C;.. t!<f4
SERIES J t ~).c::- s: 71;"
NEG. NO. _

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION
NEW YORK STATE PARKS AND RECREATION
ALBANY, NEW YORK

518474-0479

REPORTED BY:__ ....;\....L-=o=h=V1--'--/Y!~t.I.::.:/I""-C?:-r---LA-'--':::.."j~o:.:::.c..:.=i&_~.=,c.s=<-- _

DATE:

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * .

I. SITE NAME:_----J,u.T.J./)L...-- ..L7..!....1 __ Ls-:.=.c.':..:.;t:..:;e'-.:: ...::....lc=-'.~k~/-h~o.=.:."..c.fe"'--".,;s:...:..:..:..-I---=e..::;...- _

2. COUNTY:_---Ltf1c..:'..:;.;:,..,~4OLf---- TOWN/CITY: VILLAGE: _
/

3. LOCATION: __ ----=£::..: ....:.:...!J~o=:.Lf_£A..:....··:.::....:-=S"(!!=..:Y1:..:....._:...A.:..: .. v:..;:<:?_'_._~Y1~e=.:"~·r';,...'_--"'G~?::::..;.;...:-:.::;~~I~..=:..5~ic-~:-~.!..;ie::..:r--r _
I

4. PRESENT OWNER: _

5. OWNER'S ADDRESS: _

6. DESCRIPTION, CONDITION, EVIDENCE OF SITE:

o STANDING RUINS o CELLAR HOLE WITH WALLS

o WALLS WITHOUT CELLAR HOLEo SURFACE TRACES VISIBLE

o UNDER CULTIVATION

o NO VISIBLE EVIDENCE

o EROSION

o OTHER _

o UNDERWATER

7. COLLECTION OF MATERIAL FROM SITE:

o SURFACE HUNTING BY WHOM DATE _

o TESTING

o EXCAVATION

BY WHOM DATE _

BY WHOM DATE _

o NONE

PRESENT REPOSITORY OF MATERlAI..s: _

8. PREHISTORIC CULTURAL AFFILIATION OR DATE: _

..
HP-3
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~)NATIONAL
~ l"IElZITt\GE

Vie.,,:

ll l s tor ir Sjll~ Survey 1~['I'llnl
C~Rey 1§laR~ U.S.G.S. 7.5lQuadrangle

44UTM Grid 97,350m.N.
5

( 1966)

1.. NAtIE Camera' Facinq: 93,500m.E.
Historic JB-71 Note: Due.to the extreme nature of 20th centur
CQIII11Qn Schenck House disturbance in this area. this location

Vicinity of Canarsie P
should not be taken to be precise.2. LOCATION er

Street & No. Jamaica Bay
Zlln I no): Hap R~ference Key ,

~. C[ASSIF ICATION

CATEGORY mmE~S!!!p STATUS
ACCESSIBLE

(Check One) TO PUULIC

Oistrh:t _ButhJlog X Publ tc Public Acquisttlon: _OccupIed Yes:
xSlte _Stl"ucture -PrtVol te (n Prac~ss ~Unaccupled X Restrtctl!d

abject Both Being Consldereu Work t n Progress --iJnrest 1'1c te ...
_Pl'es. _Altera. ~o

PRESENT lISE (Cll~ck Ono!or "'ure If Allo11calJlo,)

__ A!Jrtcul ture ~.Guvern1llml t Mu~ellm R.·1Iglous Sclenttflc
~~OImterc t.a I [nuustrl",1 X "P4rk, RentJI ReSidence -Tr"nsportatlon
I--E,jUCcl t lanc\ I Military ---Private Residence _SIngle Fdmtly Other

(Owner Occupied) Double
Mu1tiple

ORIGINAL USE: Residential Structure

'h," OWNERSH,Il_.~!!:J!l" t , 4b. OWtlERSllll' 1.9-,"1'1111111, H kMWf!) : _.
N,Jlllt~ :

Nat iona 1 Park Service Hartin Schenck
:rrr~ tlUlllber: ~. BOtLD~RlrHrrEcT' ({f known):.

.CltyarTuwn:

.
or:-mnHJiTrl);j p~nnr'::lnhc: nn fi]p,:.~ Inna Ic:]""nrl Ht s to r l ca l soc r e tv
--r;t,ifu-re$fe"iLl!r ur ) , . i-Iatl!rulS

Fac.Jde Unknown Unknown
found.ttlon,;

Trim .

Roaf Type: _f1llt CJolble _shed _"French" -!Jambrel
_hlp _other

Chimney(s) ."

Porch(es)

Add! tian(:i) "

.
Dimensions & PI.n Unknown (Sketch) :

Structural System:

_woad fro!~. tllter!acklng Jl)lnts _wood frame, 111Jht memht!r
_masonry Il)dd be/l,,:,inq walls, _10'1 metal otll~ ..

y
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1
':"-'~1'l~''1' l~'" .~-[":---} . - ..._~-
:I. L:aI.I.IILlII! taut.

I Itunlil~,.of Stor1.$ Uwkno~n
t -

,-----_ .•._. _ .. _.

Othl!r 1l0tJb:" futures:

.•-

. .. ~ - .-. ... ...--_ .._.~-----_ ..._ .... _. --_._- , .
}

'----------------------_ ..

E:u:el1e.lt
__ Excellent

._----_._------'---------------------_._----
Ca,ui I tI Iln; nTr.R lOR

INr£R[OI~
_lioo,",
_l; ...od

_ ..D"II!,.lu~"tL.tJ

_DI~Lcrll)r.H~1J
2L.R:lln~
_Ruins

In teqr Ity: a , i<_Odg In,I' 5 He b. _,",,,ve:d I f so. when 4111~ f"li", wht!"p

c • "'dJor • I l.;,-a tt on sand .14tl!S (I i k no.......1 :'----------_._-----
---------------1

._----------~-_....._-_ .

Slto!:
F'rLlnt,]ge:

-----------------_._------,-----._.

Dl!lIth:

Re Iilced O.Hbu I h!! nIlS .1nd r"oPlfrty: None Known
_b"rll _c. .•rrl"'Je huuse _._'I,Jr.i~Jldi) _'hop _5h~il --Jl"r'h!n.. __ Orl:h.1r'l\

_fenl: I ill) (t) (ld) _w" J1 h, 9 (t11J4!) _.0 th~r _
Thruts ,)mflor Intrus Iens to Blllldlng:

_nllne lI.no",n _zoning _"oall5 Lde"elnpmr:nt _detertoratlon _other _

._-----------~----
Ltl~ulr.l
_Neulral

_""94 rIve
_ '"~g,,t I"I!

Acre-oge:

Reloillon"illill til Str~,H: _1'IYflt.l1
RI!I~thUlsld~ to VII1l!'Jr.: _Plvot,,1

_Posltl,,~
_l"Clslli"e

,__ ~DGR

'-~---------:..-----:----l
IDolle u t fill t IJ 1 COilS tr I,C t Inn:

_c.lti40 _c. 11150 _c.181iO _c.10l0 e.tsao c:.III'JO
__ c. 1910 _ ...Her 1910 . Spe.:tflc D.He (ff~-u ..nl 1664-

Uyle: _FrIJntll:r

___ Cld~"l~ RpvlVJI
__ liulh Ie Rev I" d 1
_Tuscan vt 114

_I r.i 11."1I.!ti!
__ ROhl.,n'!~il"~ 1ft-" I \/.1
_Oui!en Allllt!

_fd'itld!l.l:

_.tfeo-I: iaB iI: II("vI".11
_.£/11)11,., r ...I..,:th:

_Filii:!!",) I ~.:y1':.11
_Bt,; ...~alola
---y~stern Stick Styl~

__ Art De!:n

_R.ltll:h StylI!

__ Sflilt-lel;el
__ Ut 11 t br!411

_Othe"
_~~l:Ulldt:/!tplre

H... t t on.1! If ....,. 0; ll.'r S tJ tu!>:
I flr!i:w'ltly <In t'<'lt,I;!t,.t1 RWllo;ter or r.nl'llnH!'r1 fur;

I _nAt1onal ..1!J1l1r1Ci:!m:e ~l.ale SI'JlI1 fk~n,p. _1,)c.11 sllJn"lcan.:e X nan:t

1--coW1nm-;li!,j,::"ir~);,;;:;;tlh,(ii;r-~- - _:_~__.__.j
House was still extant in 1936. There are five photographs on file at long Islan~
Historical Society. Van Wyck1s map of Jamaica Bay area depicts the house and a ,
nearby structure des ignated as the "01 der Schenck Housell• later structure owned I

-by Martin Schenck. Bunt in 1664. House demolished early twentie;th century. I

____G~ur~11nk~vlvJ1~

----~-::~.-===-=-..:-==.::::=-:-_-=:.~:.: ======_::_== .... _.-- -_.- p •• ----- .-.- •• :-~::~.~ .. ;:---::

,--- . Date Df InvPlIlorv._.1.177 _
PhotD!lrJllht''':------.-- __ ~ --!n&te of ElIpasur~ • "

)

I '----- ------------------------------
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ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE INVENTORY FORM FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

UNIQUE SITE NO. #0"-/7-D(-0 }J3
QUAD. IJc""k&;.a
SERIES 7~' 7 c,,1. (. c;...r,
NEG. NO, _

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION
NEW YORK STATE PARKS AND RECREATION
ALBANY, NEW YORK

518 474-0479

REPORTED BY: __ ...........ll,~h!:.!....,_';;L.:n__'__'_'";/a<.IJ, ....·c~d~S'_"Q""c.""'r~:...;,.+.=(=.""'_s _

YOUR ADDRESS: W;~-r Ct~$l-a /~""NU' Iv.....i.... TELEPHONE: _) 7
ORGANIZATION (if any): ;0·1 Cc....-fC?~ r- c..-x·- 2CclC' - 7 -001 D

DATE:

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * -
I. SITE NAME: __ --'~=>..:....,:..::,;:~I'....:r~;..:::e.::........::s:;...:'..:..·+-..:::e-=__,___---------------

2. COUNTY:

4. PRESENT OWNER: __ ....:;f/..;...:...tJ.;:;.S _

5. OWNER'S ADDRESS: _

6. DESCRIPTION, CONDITION, EVIDENCE'OF SITE:

o STANDING RUINS o CELLAR HOLE WITH WALLS

o SURFACE TRACES VISIBLE o WALLS WITHOUT CELLAR HOLE

o UNDER CULTIVATION o EROSION

o OTHER _

'0 UNDERWATER

o NO VISIBLE EVIDENCE

7. COLLECTION OF MATERIAL FROM SITE:

o SURF ACE HUNTING BY WHOM DATE _

o TESTING

o EXCAVATION

o NONE

BY WHOM DATE _

BY \\''HOM DATE _

PRESENT REPOSITORY OF MATERJALS: _

8. PREHISTORIC CULTURAL AFFILIATION OR DATE: _
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ONATIONAL<_ HERITAGE
Prehistoric Site Survey Record

1. OESIG.'/ATION Photo Numbers:
Number
Nallle Canarsie Camera Facing:•

z. LOCAnO~1 UTM Grid 4497,3
Relation tD Surroundings North Shore

594,3Jamaica Bav
·Note: Due to the extreme ns-:» I..... KJ....J 20th cen. disturban

Hap Reference 6a-Ra F5- f.e r-
oj , ..I ~reat ....... ~... location" ""'II~

County U.S.G.S. 7.5' Ouadranale(196t) not be taken to be p
Township Range

1/4 of 1/4 of Sec.
up from lower right printed margin

over from lower right printed margin

3. CLASS IFiCATI ml
FUNCTION PHYSIOGRAPHY

_ enc<1mpment _ mortuary .25..... Open -- Other
..2:-- vi nage __ petroglyph - -- Rockshelter
__ hur.ting other -- Cave-

PRESENT USE (check ane or more as applicable) OlolNEil.SHIP
__ Agricultural Industria 1 X Public Public Acquisition--- COlTlilercial __ Hi Iitary Private -- In Process--

X Government X Park Both __ Being Considered-- ~
-- Other

4a. Ow~ERSHIP (present) 4b. OWNERSHIP (original, if known)
Name: Na tiona 1 Park Service NoSIIIe:
Street & Number: Street & Number:
City or To...n: City or ToWll:

S. OESeR I?TION
Dimensions: unknown
Vegetation: reed Qrasses

.
Elevation: 0 - 10 f ......~ ""h,.",.. c: .. :a l"H'"
Nearest Water: adiacent
Surface So 11: -llrga n j C hqr:lUs and landfjll

30m.N.
90m,E.

ature .
ce in
rect se.
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Erosion/OIlPosit!i:ln: orobab l v prnc:inn
Present 0 is turbance: __ '.1.1' .=r;ut n~l,(...~ -FLo: ;.1...' '.I...'.l...L.;·unl,n~ --1

[mpo!ndlng 0, sturb.lnces: ...;n.;.;o::.;n..:.;e:::.....:k..:.;n:.;.o=.w;.;.n;.;...._,--. --l

Structures:

Burials: ---1

Other F'eoltures: ----------------------------l

Artifacts Observe4 or Recovered: ~

6. SlG~HFlCAHC::

rra.:lHionanci'hase (if known): late nrehistoric - early historic

Prooable Dates of Occupation (if known): 1

National Registar Status
Presently on Nationdl Register or nominated for:

_ national significance __ state significance

__ 10Co31 significance 2.. none , .

COIl'lIlents: Map on file at Long Island Historical Society (Kelly 1946)
indicates that a villaqe named Canarsie once stood northe&st of
Bergen Beach. Village may have been center of CanarsJe Indians.
Bolton (1934:146) described village as being extensive.

References Cited:
80 1 ton Reo ina ld Pel ham

1934
Kelly,

Indian Life of Long Ago in the City of New York. New York: Harmony Books.
James A.

1946 Map of Aboriginal Indian Villages in the Jamaica Bay VicinIty.
On File -EtL.~.j..sland.·~(;O.l:.iCal Society.

Recorder: OGR DilCe ...f (nvl!ntor,: ._..-I7l..l/;,..,7w7~ _
PhotO\lr..lllh~t·: D,'t!! ••f E'tllo!>ure: _



\ 'cJp.c..: ~Q~~rL-ho...\I~N"'&..' S,) \"C;\ '\ 'oJ OI...XL\ "S G'C. ~ e.Cuf>:S
~\u .I ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE INVENTORY FORl\t

NEW YORK STATE HISTORIC TRUST
OFFICE OF PARKS AND RECREATIONI ALBANY. NEW YORK (518) 457-3753
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FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

UNIQUE ~TE NO. A Q=D - (j I - 002..3
QUAD. es..., ro k" 0qfq......,c............ _
SERIES ----:'~ _
NEG. NO. _

Bert SalwenREPORTED BY: _

YOUR ADDRESS:N • Y • u.Dept of Anthro. TELEPHONE: 212 -598 - 2 815

ORGANIZATION (if any): _N_Y_A_C _

March 21, 1973DATE:

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * *
Pieter Claesen Wyckoff House (l-7th c)I. SITE NA~lE: _

2. COUNTy:_K_in_g_s TOWN/CITY: VlLLAGE: _

3. LOCATION: Corner of Clarendon Road and Ralph Ave
East Flatbush, Brooklyn. N.Y.

4. PRESENT O''''NER: NYC Dept of Cultural Affairs

5. OWNER'S ADDRESS: The Arsenal, Central Park, N~Y., N.Y.

6. DESCRIPTION, CONDITION, EVIDENCE OF SITE:

o STANDING RUINS o CELLAR HOLE WITH WALLS

o SURFACE TRACES VISIBLE o WALLS WITHOUT CELLAR HOLE

o UNDER CULTIVATION o EROSION o UNDERWATER

o NO VISIBLE EVIDENCE o OTHER Standing building; partiallY temp.
stabilized

7. COLLECTION OF MATERIAL FROM SITE:

o SURF ACE HUNTING BY WHOM DATE _

BY WHOM---:N:..:....:.....Y:...:..,:.U=-.:...- DATE 12/72a TESTING

o EXCA VATrON BY WHOM DATE _

o NONE

PRESENT REPOSITORY OF MATERIALS: __ ...:.N,;....:.:....:Y:....:.,..,;U:;...=--- _

I

8.' PREHISTORIC CULTURAL AFFILIATION OR DATE: _

HT-3
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ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE INVENTORY FORM FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

UNIQUE SITE NO. t!v";7-a / -0/23
QUAD. [<:>"""1 f~/& .. ::I
SERIES li. s: ~ [ 7fla-:
NEG. NO.

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVAT[Oi\;
NEW YORK STATE PARKS AND RECREATION
ALBA!'!'Y. NEW YORK

518 474-0479

REPORTED BY :_----"'AU2.!:!t,.£,,---:.../'/!~J!:!.c,l/~~r~A'__!..t.r...!;r o;,::<:.!.!:;e:;!.-i.;:..!"'s~ ----,- _
/ .. .

YOl:R ADDRESS: ?v_"'JrC:hd'd~r, '/'::.<'1"71.""" ... /tf\. TELEPHONE: _

ORGANIZATION (if any): M-'S G ....71'"".. Gf- C,;( - 20G?O ,-7- COlO

DATE:

* oil oil'" oil"''''''' oil ...... "' ......... oil ...... '" '" oil"''''''' oil'" oil * ....

2. COUNTY:

3. LOCATION:

I J
4. PRESENT OWNER: _

S. OWNER'S ADDRESS: _

6. DESCRIPTION, CONDITION, EVIDENCE OF S[TE:

o 5TANDING RUINS o CELLAR HOLE WITH WALLS

o .WALLS WITHOUT CELLAR HOLEo SURFACE TRACES VISIBLE

o UNDER CULTIVAT[ON o EROSION o UNDERWATER

o NO VISIBLE EVIDENCE o OTHER _

7. COLLECTION OF MATERlAL FROM SITE:

o SURFACE HUNTING BY WHOM DATE _

o TESTING BY WHOM DATE _

o EXCAVAT[ON BY WHOM DATE _

o NONE

PRESENT REPOSITORY OF MATERIALS: __ .._-------------

8. PREHISTORIC CULTURAL AFFILIATION OR DATE: _

HP-3
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~)NATIONAL
~, I-IEIZIT/\GE

II i';LIII' ic S i il~ Sur'vey HI'conl
Coney Island U.S.G.S. 7.5' Quadrangle

UTM Grid 4497.350m.N.
1. 593t500m.E.NAME

His tortc. __ J.:....:....B-....:7:...6 ---1

CDlI1IlOn

Colmera fotcing:

Note: Due to the extreme nature of 20th cer..
disturbance in this area, this loca
tion should not be taken to be precis~

Van Wicklen Cottage and ~il1

Banks of Paerdegat B sin
Jamaica Bay2. LOCATION

Street & No.
Zontng: -:H.JPRl!ference K~y , _

3. CLASS I F ICAfroN

I'RESWT USE {Check One or Mure If Aoo11c.lbld}

Occupied
xUnoccupled
-- Work tn Progress
---'res. AlterA.

Yes:
X Restricted

-iJnrestrlcteJ
~o

OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
TO PUBLICCATEGORY

(Check Onel

District BuildIng
XS I te Strue ture

Object

X Public
---Prt V.l to!

Both

Public Acqutsltlon:
In Process
Being Considered

I--Agricul ture
I--~QII1"l!rc I" I
lo-E<lucattonal

x Guverrunl!l1t
-lndustrll1}

Mlli tilry

Museum
LPdrk

Private Restdence
- (1ho1lC!r Occupied)

R~Hglous
----RentJI Restd~nce
---- _Slogle f.slQily

OOllble
Multiple

Sctentlflc
-TnnSPDrt4 tton
_Other

ORIGINAL USE:_...:R_e...:s...:i_d_e_n_t_i_a_l_C_o_m.:,.p_l_e_x ---1

4~.: o\JIf£RS/IIP lPI"!!$lmt)
NolIn.!:

National Park Service
4b. OWNERSHIP(Orlqll1"l , I' known):

!treet an~ HUhlber: 4c. aUILDER/ARCHITECT (If known1:

city Dr Twn:

. . - .5. OE5CRTJ'illi'iN ::E!1otogracns on r I Ie at- Long
--rei~srl!xtl!ri or)

Facade Unknown
IS 1anc-r11 s co rrctrt ;)O~ I C'-l'

. Materials
Unknown

Found.lti on 5. _

Trtm:-... a _

Roof Type: _flat _lJable _Shed _"French" --!l"mbrel
_hip _other

Chlmney(s) ~ _

Porch(es), _

Addt tton(sJ _

01111ensions & Pl.n,_--=U.:,;n:.:;k::.n~o:..:wn:..:.:..._______ (Sketch):

Structural System:
_woDd fN~. tllterloding J.llnts

___ masonry , IJdd bea rt"'1 w.11 h .

_____"Dod frame, light member
tog metat othP.r
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~)NATIONAL
~ I-IEltlTAGE

IllsLudl.: Silt! ~IWVl'Y Hl'c:unl
Coney Island U.S.G.S. 7.51 Quadrangle (1966)

. 44
UTH Gdd 96,290m.N.

NAME Camen Fae Ing: 5 550 EHtstartc. J_B_-..:.7_2 -f 93. m..
Bergen House Note: Due to the extreme nature of 20th century

-----~~----------------~ disturbance in this area. this location
Formerly on Bergen Is and should not be ~aken to be precise.
Jamaica Bay

COlmlOn

2. LOCATlOH
Street & No.

Zonfng: .....Map Reference lCey , _

3. CLAssIFICATION

PR(SfNT liSE (Che,;" One:! 0" Mllre t I' Alia I fc.lbld I

CATEGORY
(Check One)

STATUS
ACC:EsstSLE
TO PUBLICOWNERSHIP

Occupied
~Unoccupled

Work in Progress
---pres. Altera.

Yes:
X Restricted

-iJnrestrlctt.
""No

Bu11tJlng
Structure

Dhtl"1ct
XSlte

Obj~ct

Public Acquisition:
[n Process
B~ing Considered

X GoverlUlIP.nt
-Industrial

Ml11tary

MUSI:!UI1\~-
X Park
---Private Residence
- (alolnerOccupiedl

Re1t1Jtaus
---Rent~J Residence
---- Single Family

-Double
Multlple

Sctentiflc
----Transportation
_Other

ORIGINAL USE: __ R_e_s_i_d_e_n_t_i_a_l_S_t_r_u_c_t_u_f_e ----------------1

4,,~ llIJN[RSIlIP [Pn:=scnt)
[h.JJIIe :

National Park Service
4b. OWII£RSHfP (Ort,)tn,,), tf ...::k;:,,:n;ll:;w::,:n.:.J}:..:.: _

Stoothoff
4C. BUILotmRCHlll:.CT (1f knOwn}:

city or TUIoIn:

5. OES~RlpTlfJII PhotographS on rile at Lona ISJana nlSLorlcal .:lOCleLY
----r;;tur~s (exterior) • Materials

F.Jude Unknown Unknown-':::'~~~----------I
FClundations _

Tl"1m"-- • _

ROClfTl'pe: _flat _qable _shed _"Fretlch" .:.....9ambrel
_!lip _other

Chtmney(s) _

PClrch(tl$ ) -":- _

Addftion(s) _

Dimensions & Plan, __ =U~n~k~n~o~wn~ __ (Sketch) :

Structural Slstem:
_~od fratM. interlockinC) JoInts _wood frame. lfght member

_mnonry luatJ beariny 10101115·_109 met.al other
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'~(~caflIn,'R']'Cilli"['"Tl-------------------·,·-·-- -_.-- ----- __,~~~:_~~
NUll'tlIU· of Stories~known

Other nOUble features: . _

-----------------------_._------_._--
Condition: [XTERIOR _EJlcl:!l1ent _Goad r" Ir _O~lcrlaratl!" 2.Rul.. t;-UfTERJOn __ Excellent _Good -Jllir _Dp.lerlorlltl!L1 _Rllins
In tegrl ty: II. 2L.0rfg Ina I Site b. _Moved IF '50. when and frOln wherr --
c. Major s l terat tcns lind iJ"tp.s (If ..oo"'n): _

--------------------------------------_.- -_.
Site:

Frontotge: Acreage:
Depth:
Rel,ated Oulbulldlnl'J'5 /loll Property:

_botrn _c.:u·rl ....je house __ .IJa .... !Ie(s) _shnp _sh~d --9l1rd.lOS _orchuds

_fencing (t)'lle) _walling (type) _.other_. _
Threats 1I0dior Intrusions to Building:

_none knulfo _zonlnq _roads ..1S...developml!nt _dete.-foratlun _other _

6.
Reldtlun\hlp to Street:
RollltlunShlp to VllloI!w:

_._I'I 'mt,\ I
_Pfvo til I

_PO'llltln
_Pus! live

>.L..Neutra 1
_Neutral

_NpCJ4tlve
_Neg;ltlvp.

, . s J r.NIFiOJlr.c- -----1Ddte of Initial Constr"ction:

_c.la-'O _c.lI1S0 c.1BGO _c.1870 _c.ISnD _,.1890
___ c. 1910 __ after 1910 . Specific Oala (If knownl~1~7~6~3 _

_c.1Qnn

__ .frllnt ler
_Cla\~I~Rpvl~JI

_J""lhlc R~vlv41
_Tusedn VilId

__.luII"il...te

__ Ront"np.!O'I~ Rpvlvdl

_Queen Anne

_EII'itldke

___.Nl!o-CI .. ~~ I,: ll:evlvoJl

_.(n'1ll ..h rd..ct Ic

---federlll kevjv41
_Bungalold

~estern Sllcl Style

_Jrt Deco
_RoJllch Style

_Sill I t-levl! 1
_Utili Urian
_Other

_S~nllld F:nlp 1re

M"tlon"l R.!IJI5ter StoltuS:
Pre""'lIt 1y on Nat h"h. 1 R..q I <; ter Dr nomI rid rl',J fur:

_natlc\n41 sl'lnlflcllllce _.'lolle sl.,rllflcoInce

.- c!fMiirfiT8ii.pJiWoniili;;;i. 1"III'!)

---:'eorulan Rl:!yl\1I1.
_local siqnlrtcoln.:e

------- ----
Hilt erected in 1763. cottage at a later date. In 1924 the cottage was
destroyed by fire. the mill was demolished in 1934.

---_ .._----- --._---_ ..__ .. - =====-= -- ----_. "'---_ _._--._-_ .... __ ... -- __ ,_.~ _r_ ..... ...__ .~ .," _ ... ..... .. " ... __ ..._ .
R.:•.•,nh!r: • __ p_~'!. Oarp.nr Inv""lory.--:ILIL. . .

I'hutO!lrJl"hl''': . '-- .-:D.lle of bposurl!. _

I

)
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10. POSSIBILITY OF SITE DESTRUCTION OR DISTURBANCE:'

II. REMARKS:

12. MAP LOCATION

7 ~ MINUTE SERIES QUAD. NAME: _

15 MINUTE SERIES QUAD. NAME: _

" U.S.G.S. COORDINATES: _

D.O.T. COORDINATES: (if known) _

ATTACH SKETCH, TRACING OR COpy OF MAP

57!e G'..b()V¢, c.;k.:l ~',,-r,,/' 1t"1 II' 72-

SOURCE OF MAP:

13. PHOTOGRAPHS (optional)
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./

_._ .._-----_ .._-------_ ..~. D(~'~"'Tti)R [cnnt,!

Numberaf Stort.$-!!D,!$nown
Other notable fell tures : _

j

---------------------------------------,
[XTERIOR Ex~ellent
INTERIOR __ heel lent

_01" I ('I"'I or«t<:d
_Of'! leI'" Ior" tet!

_r.OOd
_Good

rllir
rail'"

Candl tlan:

Hoyed If so. when and fl"'omwherp ---"'----- ,---~[ntegr I ty:

,--------
c. Major alterations and dates (I( known): _

--------------------------------------,- ---
Site:·

Frontage: Acreage:
Depth:
Related Oulbul1dln1lS and Property: None. Known

_bllrn _. carrlollJe house _",araIW(s) _. shop _Sh~tt ---94 "llrms

_fencIng (type) _walling (type) ._~ther .1
Threats and/or Intrusfons to ~ulldln!J:

_none known _zoning _roads ~deYelopment _deterioration

orch4rtls

_other _

t--&;;;.;.'--..::t,;.;.fiT;..:E::;.R'.~_n.:i\T!QIi!liTPOrBUlJ.jjTlir. AtID SU.~.!!!)IJtllll:..rl-,r.·=-" ._--_=--=
Reldtldn~hlp tD Street:
Ae14 t ItHl'ShIp tu VI1lol'IP.:

__ Plvot.,1
__ Ptvot.!l

_PD~ltlYft
_Pus IllYe

JL-Heutral
_Neutral

_Negatlye
_NeCJdtl ...p.

t--'-".'--'S::.;:Ic;;G;lt..;.;lrralJi.::.:.t=- '""'""' _

D.te of Initial Con~trlJctinn:
_c. 10",0

_c.1910
c.lRSO _c. t8GO _c. 18711 _c. iaao

_after 1910 Specific D~te (If knQwn) ___

)

c.1890 _c.lqOO

StylI!': _.rrnntler
_Class Ie llf'vlvoIl _R\)III.1I1f!!>"u~ Rt'vtval
__ I>otldc RevIval _Queen Anne
_ruse ..n Vt 114

___ S~cund Empire
HoItlo".!1 R.·"I<>ter Sto!tus:

Pre""utly on NlltlUllollR.·"htp.r or nOIll1n/ll..11fur:

_nil tlonal s Illnl fIcance __ H. te s 1"111r1c4nce

-- cOif1rfln-;r;;;'jl:lmr-niliWif IhltJI~I

_.Neo-Class Ie: 'l"V 1...,,1
__ ~nqllsh r~lpctl~
_Federal "eylv~l
_Bu{lgalold
_Western StIck Style

__ Art Deco
_RanCh Style

_Sill It-level
Utilitarian

_Other
_Eastlake

_luca 1 s I"n I r1c4n.:e X nont!

------------------------
·House built sometime before the Revolutionary War~ first occupied by
ancestors of Olaf 5toothoff. 1791, ownership of house transferred to John
Bergen. 500:nafter~- island became known as Bergen Island. House still
extant as late as 1924.

---_. - ---------- - ...~-.:====---- .. - - -_._-----_ .. '.,. ~
__________ ._-_-- ._e.

Rc(..lr!lI·I': ._. Q.GR flafp. nf InvPlltor'Y.__ l177 _
rhotO\lr,II'ht''': . ---: Oate of (llpnsur" ---I


