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ABSTRACT

Between October 17, 1995 and November 30, 1995, John Milner Associates, Inc. (JMA)
conducted exploratory archeological testing and data recovery at Block 2006 of the Atlantic
Terminal Urban Renewal Area in the Fort Greene section of Brooklyn, New York. Investigations
focused on 12 historic lots, 385 through 395 Cumberland Street and 442 through 452 Carlton
Avenue, thought to contain shaft features: dating to the mid-nineteenth century. During the
exploratory testing six cisterns and four privies were exposed. Seven of these features, four cisterns
and three privies, were selected for data recovery. The data recovery revealed that all seven
features contained deposits dating to the 1860s, while one cistern also contained deposits dating to
the 1890s.

Extensive research in city directories, deeds, tax records, censuses, and maps showed that the
residents associated with the archeological deposits were members of the burgeoning white-collar
middle class who were transforming Brooklyn from a small town into nineteenth-century America’s
largest commuting suburb. The block’s inhabitants included a lawyer, several merchants and
manufacturers, two widows, a bookkeeper, and several clerks. The recovered assemblages
provided an opportunity to examine how the middle class used material culture to support its own
distinctive lifestyle.

The analysis of the recovered ceramic and glass vessels, as well as children’s toys and household
furnishings, suggests that these middle class households used material culture to create what
contemporaries referred to as a “genteel” lifestyle. By setting their tables with specific ceramic
wares and vessels, these families both advertised their “respectability” to other families and taught
their children the class-specific values needed to maintain their middle-class status. Each of the
excavated households appear to have closely followed the contemporary advice literature on
household furnishings and dining etiquette. Indeed, the similarities between the assemblages and
conformity to the advice literature suggest that the desire to “keep up with the Joneses” and the
corresponding insecurities commonly associated with the middle class during the 1950s and 1960s
were firmly established in Brooklyn at least 100 years earlier.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose and Goals of the Investigation

In 1995 John Milner Associates, Inc. (JMA) conducted exploratory testing and archeological data
recovery investigations in conjunction with the Atlantic Terminal Urban Renewal Area (ATURA)
project in the Fort Greene section of Brooklyn. The site of this development is bounded by Fulton
Street to the north, Portland Avenue to the west, Atlantic Avenue to the south, and Carlton Avenue
to the east (Figure 1.1). Developed by Atlantic Housing Corporation and Atlantic Center Housing
Associates, under the auspices of Hudson Residential Services, Inc. (collectively referred to
hereafter as HC, for Hudson Companies), the project includes the construction of new three-family
row houses, a park-like open space, and a small commercial component along Atlantic Avenue.
Completed residential units are already occupied on the northern half of two of these blocks but,
with the exception of a few standing structures, the southern portions of the blocks remain vacant.

As part of New York City's commitment towards the appropriate treatment of significant historical
and archeological resources, the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) and
the Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) requested the preparation of an archeological
survey for the project area. In 1995, JIMA produced a second level topic-intensive documentary
study of the proposed area of development (Yamin et al. 1995). This report identified areas of
potential archeological significance, and recommended archeological testing for a sample of 17
lots. After subsequent discussions and reevaluations, HPD, LPC, HC, and JMA agreed that the
archeological exploratory testing would be limited to 12 historic lots located on Block 2006.
Historically, these lots were known as 385 through 395 Cumberland Street and 442 through 552
Carlton Avenue (Figure 1.2). It was agreed that the archeological exploratory testing would
consist of 2 maximum of 18 trenches to uncover cisterns, privies, or other features related to the
nineteenth-century occupation of the project area. If such features were identified and found to
have integrity, six or seven would be selected for data recovery (see Appendix I).

JMA began archeological exploratory testing on Block 2006 on Monday, October 17, 1993, and
finished this phase on Friday, October 28, 1995. During this period, eight intact nineteenth-
century shaft features were identified. At an on-site meeting held on QOctober 26, 1995 attended by
representatives of HPD, LPC, HC, and JMA, it was agreed that JMA would proceed with data
recovery of six or seven features. Data recovery commenced on Monday, October 31, 1995, and
continued until Thursday, November 30, 1995. The results of these excavations are presented in
this report.

Following this introductory chapter, Chapter Two provides the historical context for the site by
outlining Brooklyn's development as a nineteenth-century middle-class suburb, and providing
detailed descriptions of the site's residents during the 1860s and 1870s. Chapter Three reports the
methods and results of the exploratory testing, while Chapter Four describes the features excavated
during the data recovery. Chapter Five describes the artifacts recovered during the excavations
and discusses the material possessions of each household. Chapter Six examines how the site's
residents used material culture to identify themselves as members of the middle class. Specifically,
this chapter focuses on the “cult of domesticity” and the rituals of genteel dining. Chapter Seven
concludes the report by discussing the merits of using a symbolic approach in the archeological
study of class.



2. AVICTORIAN SUBURB

2.1 Introduction

In 1820 Brooklyn was a relatively small town with 11,000 inhabitants (Lockwood 1972:90). Only
the center of Brooklyn Heights could be called urban, and its population was eclipsed by more than
320 other American towns (Bureau of the Census 1975:12; Lockwood 1972:90). By 1860
Brooklyn's poptlation had multiplied to 279,000, making it the fourth most populous city in the
United States (Lockwood 1972:211; Jackson 1985:30). Although Brooklyn contained its own
manufacturers and immigrant communities, its rapid rise as one of America's great cities was due
primarily to its development as a middle-class suburb of Manhattan.

In 1869 Henry Stiles (1869:420-421) noted that:

many thousands of its [Brooklyn's] counted population were scarcely more than semi-
denizens. They were the merchant princes, and master artisans doing business in the
metropolis, employing other thousands as clerks, accountants, joumeymen and
apprentices, in numerous and varied capacities, and who resided here. Thus, Brooklyn
held the anomalous position of out-numbering, at night, its day population by tens of
thousands.

Walt Whitman added: "Qur architectural greatness consists in the hundreds and thousands of
superb private dwellings, for the comfort and Iuxury of the great body of middle class people- a
kind of architecture unknown until comparatively late times, and no where known to such an extent
as in Brooklyn" (quoted in Lockwood 1972:211).

2.2 Brooklyn as a Middle-Class Suburb

Many scholars agree that the American white-collar middle class was born in the Northeast
between 1820 and 1850 (e.g. Blumin 1989; Johnson 1978; Ryan 1981). Several factors, including
industrialization, the associated rise in consumerism, and improved transportation spawned a
commercial transformation that led to an increase in non-manual labor. During this period,
business owners began to oversee and manage their businesses rather than work alongside their
empioyees. To help run their growing industries, owners hired middle level managers, clerks, and
other non-manual employees. Both owners and their employees concentrated on production and
abandoned the retail market. The void was filled by the rise of full-time retailers and shopkeepers
who purchased directly from manufacturers and marketed products to the public. During this time,
commercial firms also became more specialized. Enterprises such as banks, insurance companies,
wholesalers, and importers replaced the more generalized merchants characteristic of the
eighteenth century (Blumin 1989:75-79). These new firms hired managers, clerks, bookkeepers
and other white-collar workers.

Concomitant with the rise of industrialism and the development of white-collar labor was the
physical separation between the home and workplace. For a variety of reasons discussed elsewhere
(e.g. Blackmar 1989; Blumin 1989; Wall 1994), New York's different economic classes separated
their homes from their places of work during the late-eighteenth and early- nineteenth centuries.
With industrialism the locales for manual and non-manual employment diverged. Industries
congregated in non-residential areas with cheap land, while retail business and professions moved
to fashionable locations (Blumin 1989:84-85). Manual laborers, typically earning between one and



two dollars per day, usually lived within walking distance of their jobs because they lacked the
income to take public transportation. White-collar workers who could afford public transportation,
however, were free to move out of the commercial areas of downtown Manhattan. During the
1830s to 1860s, this expanding middle class fled downtown New York and established commuting
suburbs in uptown Manhattan, New Jersey, and especially Brooklyn (Spann 1981:108-9, 190;
Jackson 1985:25-33: Wall 1994:52-53).

There were two overarching reasons for the middle class's abandonment of the city and move to the
suburbs. The first, and more mundane, was the high price of Manhattan real estate. There was a
shortage of housing in Manhattan throughout the early- nineteenth century, but with the great
influx of immigrants starting in the late-1830s space became especially scarce. The depression of
1837-1843 exacerbated the shortage by causing land speculators and builders to slow down
construction (Blackmar 1989:185). Building resumed in 1843, but construction failed to keep pace
with the large number of immigrants settling in New York (Blackmar 1989:205). As a result, real
estate prices soared. Despite the depression of 1837-1843, the assessed values for Manhattan real
estate increased by 124 percent between 1830 and 1850 (Blackmar 1989:273). Members of the
middle class, who could afford commuting to work, found better bargains in the suburbs of
Brooklyn (Blumin 1989:149-150). Walt Whitman commented that in Brooklyn "men of moderate
means may find homes at a moderate rent, whereas in New York City there is no median between a
palatial mansion and a dilapidated hovel” (quoted in Jackson 19§5:28).

The second reason for middle-class flight was the emerging view of cities as centers of disease,
crime, and debauchery. From 1830 to 1850 over 200,000 immigrants, mostly from Germany and
Ireland, settled in Manhattan (Ernst 1994:192; Spann 1981:430). The rapid increase in population
taxed the city's infrastructure and overcrowding became common-place. With overcrowding,
disease, a problem throughout the colonial period, became even more rampant. Between 1832 and
1866 there were 18 major epidemics, nearly six times the number for the previous 34 years
(Condran 1995:29-30). Also during this period, the breakdown of the artisan class and the rise of
industrialism widened the disparity of wealth among New Yorkers and led to discontent. Mob
violence brought violent protest to a new level (Gilje 1987; Bemstein 1990), and increasing crime
rates (the annual murder rate jumped from 2.5 per 100,000 in the late-1840s to 4.4 in the 1850s
and 1860s) threatened personal safety (Snyder 1995:298). Furthermore, racial, ethnic, and
religious bigotry caused many members of the predominantly white Anglo-Saxon Protestant middle
class to distrust the new immigrants (Boyer 1978; Knobe] 1986; Kraut 1995). As a result, writers
increasingly argued that a proper middle-ciass family could only be raised outside of urban areas:

The suburban house ... [was] the antithesis of the urban center- a family retreat that stood
in dramatic contrast to the evils of the teeming metropolitan center. If the city's downtown
area destroyed vegetation and ignored the beauties of nature, the suburban neighborhood
home was nestled in the sheltering embrace of a protected natural landscape, complete with
large lawns, trees, shrubs, flowers and birds. If the city's center, with its immigrants and
poorer classes, bred disorder and crime, the suburban neighborhood created a controlled
environment with commonly agreed-upon rules and boundaries. If the downtown area
permitted licentiousness and debauchery, the suburban neighborhoods were a model of
decorum and polite behavior (Clark 1986:100).

The middle class heeded these arguments and abandoned cities to form suburban communities.
The proliferation of steam ferry service across the East River allowed many families to leave
Manhattan and settle in Brooklyn (Jackson 1985:27-28). As a result, Brooklyn's population
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multiplied nearly seven times between 1830 and 1850, and the area became famous as a
commuting suburb (Scherzer 1992:46). By 1860 ferries between Brooklyn and Manhattan carried
about 100,000 commuters each day (Jackson 1985:28). According to Whitman (quoted in Jackson
1985:28):

in the morning there is one incessant stream of people- employed in New York on
business- tending toward the ferry. This rush commences soon after six o'clock. ... It is
highly edifying to see the frenzy exhibited by certain portions of the younger gentlemen, a
tew rods from the landing, when the bell strikes ... they rush forward as if for dear life, and
woe to the fat woman or unwieldy person of any kind, who stands in their way.

2.3 The Development of Fort Greene and the Atlantic Terminal Project Area

Brooklyn first became a commuting suburb in the 1820s when the establishment of a regular ferry
service to New York City attracted Manhattan merchants to build residences in Brooklyn Heights
(Lockwood 1972:89; Jackson 1985:31). The new suburb. prospered in the 1830s and rapidly
expanded south to the Cobble Hill area in the 1830s and 1840s as additional ferries to Manhattan
were established (Lockwood 1972:94; Lancaster 1979; Jackson 1985:28). By the 1840s
development pushed to the east into Fort Greene and the area known as "the Hill", roughly bounded
by Willoughby Avenue to the north, Cumberland Street to the east, Atlantic Avenue to the south,
and Franklin Avenue to the west (Bridges 1847; Lockwood 1972:217).

The five principal north-to-south streets of the area proudly carry the names of renowned streets
and terraces in early-nineteenth-century London: Portland, after the Adams Brothers' stately
Portland Place of the 1780s; Oxford, after Oxford Street and Oxford Circus; Cumberland, after
John Nash's breathtaking Cumberiand Terrace at the edge of Regent's Park; Carlton, after the
Carlton House palace of the Prince Regent and Carlton Terrace near Regent's Park; and Adelphi,
after the Adams Brothers’ magnificent Adelphi Terrace along the Thames (Lockwood 1972:220).

As these associated street names suggest, developers marketed the area to status-conscious middle-
class commuters. Auctioneer broadsides advertising lots and homes in the area repeatedly used
phrases like: "a most desirable location, being in a most select neighborhood, and on a good
omnibus route” (Cole 1853), or "some of the best property in Brooklyn" {Cole 1854). The lots
were soon bought by "prosperous business and professional men” and were considered "second in
fashion only to patrician Brooklyn Heights" (Lockwood 1972:217).

At first frame houses and country villas were built in the area, but during the late 1840s and 1850s
rows of brick and brownstone Italianate homes filled in the vacant lots and eventually replaced
most of the villas (Lockwood 1972:217-219). The Italianate style of architecture came to New
York City in the mid-1840s, and was showcased when A.T. Stewart chose the style for his new
Manhattan department store in 1845. The building's fame helped spread the style throughout New
York, and by the late-1840s the mansions and row houses of the wealthy were built in the Italianate
style (Lockwood 1972:131-139). The association with wealth quickly led to the style being
adopted as a status symbol. During the 1850s, improvements in technology allowed the previous
costly materials and elaborate ormamentation to be used on middle class homes, and "by the early
[850s, nearly all the city's architects and builders had adopted the shadowy brownstone front and
the showy Italianate style for row houses" (Lockwood 1972:138). In the 1850s and 1860s many
substantial Italianate brownstones were built in the Fort Greene area. Homes on South Portland,
Oxford, and Cumberland Streets near Fort Greene Park were very elegant and sold between



$25,000 and 340,000 in the 1860s and 1870s (Lockwood 1972:222). Many of these homes still
survive in the Fort Greene Historic District as designated by the New York City Landmarks
Preservation Commission (Lockwood 1972; Historical Perspectives 1985). By the 1870s Fort
Greene was a fully developed suburban neighborhood and construction of row houses ceased
{(Lockwood 1972:222),

The development of the ATURA mirrors that of Fort Greene. As the Phase IA Second Level
Topic-intensive Documentary Study for the Atlantic Terminal Urban Renewal Area (Yamin et al.
1995) details the development of the project area, this report will only summarize the area’s history
before providing details on the inhabitants of the excavated house-iots.

The area was originally part of the Van Covenhoven tract granted by the Dutch West India
Company in 1647. The project area was kept in the family and saw no development until it was
broken into lots and sold off between 1844 and 1853 (Yamin et al. 1995:5-9). Lots on Blocks
2004 (bounded by Atlantic, Scuth Portland, Hanson Place and South Oxford) and 2005 (bounded
by Atlantic, South Oxford, Fulton, and Cumberland) were developed by 1847 (Bridges 1847).
Block 2006, which includes the archeological project area, was not subdivided until 1850 and
subsequently was not developed until the early- to mid-fifties (Yamin et al. 1995:9-12).

Many of the homes. built in the project area were brick or brownstone row-houses probably
constructed in the Italianate style. The remaining houses were detached frame dwellings or frame
row houses. Charles Lockwood (1972:225) noted "the block of South Oxford between Hanson
Place and Atlantic Avenue largely was demolished in 1970-1972 for an urban renewal project but
once ... [contained] row houses with deep front yards and detached mansions on grounds usually
associated with nearby Clinton and Washington Avenues”. Descriptions of three houses located on
Oxford Street south of Hanson Place, just north of the project area, suggest the style prevalent on
the block. Two of the houses are described in the following advertisement:

Two-story basement and high attic brick houses on the east side of Oxford Street [numbers
143 and 145 ] .... The houses are 22 by 34 feet, with extensions in the rear, 14 by 18 feet,
and two stories high, piazzas in front. The houses are built in the best manner, with
French windows inside; blinds, marble mantles, grates, range, gas, furmace, bath-rooms,
and every modern convenience. The lots are each 25 by 100 feet; fine terrace in front,
about 5 feet high, making beautiful court-yards: These houses have an observatory on the
roof, from which a fine view can be obtained of nearly all Brooklyn, this being on the
crown of the hill at Fulton Avenue (Cole 1854).

The third residence was on the other side of Oxford Street (numbers 136-140). Flgurc 2.1 shows
this three-story brick house. It had

37 feet square on ground floor, with extended piazzas of 7 feet, enclosed and included;
there is also a rear éxtension frame building 16 feet square. The house contains 17 rooms,
and is well finished throughout; gas-fixtures in all rooms, with 20 burners; hot and coid
baths, range and fumace rooms, and all modemn improvements. The stable is well
arranged for two horses, with carriage house, &c. &c. Fruit trees of various kinds, and a
large quantity of grape vines (Nicolay 1853:2).

During the 1850s through the 1880s the residents of Portland Avenue, Oxford Street, Cumberland
Street, and Carlton Avenue were primarily American-born whitecollar workers. Often employed



as merchants, lawyers, clerks, and real estate agents, these middle-class residents were among the
approximately 40 percent of Brooklyn's wage earners who worked in Manhattan (Jackson
1985:28).  On Atlantic and Fulton Avenues, however, many residents were working-class
immigrants. In the late-1880s and 1890s, native-born members of the middle class began to move
out of the project area, and Irish and Italian immigrants, as well as African-Americans, began to
rent properties throughout the three blocks. During the twentieth century, the project area became
increasingly commercialized contributing, along with the owners' neglect of rental properties, to the
area's transformation into one of the worst slums in New York. By 1968, the New York City
Housing and Development Administration and the United States Department of Housing and Urban
Development began to purchase and demolish houses within the project area. This task was
accomplished by the late-1970s, and the project area was named the "Atlantic Terminal Urban
Renewal Area" (Yamin et al. 1995:12-18).

2.4 Site-Specific Historical Background

As discussed in Chapter 1, the archeological project area consists of twelve adjacent properties, six
along Cumberland Street (numbers 385 through 395) and six along Carlton Avenue (numbers 442
through 452). The nineteenth-century residents of these lots represent a cross-section of the types
of residents recorded for the three-block ATURA (Yamin et al. 1995: Table 2).

The Covenhoven trustees first subdivided and sold off the Block 2006 lots in January of 1851.
Most of the lots were purchased by speculators who owned the properties for several years before
reselling them. The short period of initial ownership for most of these properties suggests that they
were not built upon until the mid-1850s. This is also supported by the Brooklyn directories which
do not list residents on Cumberland or Carlton until the 1853-1854 issue (Hearne and Hearne
1844-1855; Smith 1854-1857).

The 1860 Perris insurance map (Figure 2.2) depicts dwellings on each of the twelve properties;
however, the 1860 Federal Census manuscript shows that most of the Cumberland Street
properties within the site were not occupied until after 1860. In 1860 the census enumerator
walked south from the corner of Cumberland and Fulton, assigned each dwelling a consecutive
number based on the order of visitation, and recorded the inhabitants of each house. He recorded
residents at house numbers 643 (actually 385 Cumberland), 644 (387 Cumberland), and 647
(397b/399 Cumberland), but for numbers 645 and 646 he wrote "Not Occupied”. Assuming that
he did not pass by an inhabited house between 387 and 397b/399 Cumberland, the unoccupied
houses consisted of what would become 389, 391, 393, 395, and 397 Cumberland Street. In 1860
these five properties were owned by Elmer Chapman, a builder, or members of his family (Kings
County Land Evidence Liber 537:29, Liber 543:333, Liber 558:315, Liber 566:417). As these five
properties contained connected rowhouses, all built in the same style, it is likely that Chapman
built the houses about 1860 before selling them off in the next few years (Kings County Land
Evidence Liber 591:69, Liber 543:333, Liber 622:373). During this period, Chapman lived across
the street at 404 Cumberland, but in 1864, after he sold the last of the Cumberland Street
properties, he moved to another developing neighborhood (Lain 1855-1878).

The 1860 Perris, 1880 Bromley and Robinson, 1886 Robinson and Pidgeon, and 1887 Sanbom
insurance maps depict the houses on the site. The six homes on Carlton Avenue were originally
wooden rowhouses, but between 1380 and 1886 brick linings were added. Each was three stories
tall, roughly 40 feet long and between 19 and 22 feet wide (Plate 2.1). The 1943 Sanborn map
(Figure 2.3}, the last available insurance map that depicts the block, shows that these houses



survived with only minor alterations until World War II.  On Cumberland Street there was more
variation between houses. A two-story frame house stood at 385-387 Cumberland. This double-
entry "twin” structure measured approximately 40-by-40 feet, and was designed to house two
families. Between 1880 and 1886, the house was replaced by two detached dwellings, one of brick
and the other framed. By 1904 the framed house had been lined with brick (Sanborn 1904), These
two structures are depicted on the 1943 Sanbom map. As noted above, a set of five rowhouses
stood on 389 through 397 Cumberland. Each of these was three stories tall, 20 feet wide and
approximately 50 feet long. The houses at 389, 391, and 393 Cumberland were constructed of
brick, while the two southern houses were originally frame dwellings. In the mid-1880s, however,
brick facing was installed on these two homes. These five rowhouses remained relatively
unchanged during the next sixty years with one exception. A two-story 10 foot extension was built
on the back of 393 Cumberland between 1869 and 1886 (Dripps 1869; Robinson and Pidgeon
1886).

The houses on the Atlantic Terminal site were built before sewers and running water became
common in Brooklyn. Running water was first installed in Brooklyn in November of 1858 (Stiles
1869:430). Henry Stiles (1869:430) further recorded that "People began at once to introduce it
into their houses and places of business, and it was soon ascertained that all that had been
predicted as to the purity of the water, its softness and pleasantness of taste was fully realized".
Both water and sewer pipes were laid down at a rapid pace. In the late-1860s there were roughly
500 miles of streets in Brooklyn, approximately half of which were developed. On January 1,
1869, the Water and Sewage Department had already laid 224 miles of water pipe and 150 miles
of sewer pipe (Stiles 1869:500}.

Brooklyn's Department of Water and Sewage issued permits for connecting households to the
sewer and water pipes. For each permit the permit number, the plumber, property owner, and the
date of connection were listed in the department's permanent records. Unfortunately, the records
from 1858 to August 1868 do not survive, but because the permit numbers were issued
sequentially, it is possible to estimate when households received running water (see Table 2.1). All
of the houses on the Atlantic Terminal Site were connected to sewers and water between 1858 and
1868.

By arranging permit numbers in sequential order, one can determine the order in which properties
were connected to running water. Furthermore, if one assumes a constant rate of connection,
approximately 2,330 houses were hooked to sewer and water pipes each year. Thus, a simple
calculation provides a very rough estimate on when water was connected to each property. With
permit number 4,077, 442 Carlton received running water first. The relatively low number
suggests that the property was connected by the early-1860s. The house at 393 Cumberland was
attached next, followed in rapid succession by 446 Carlton, 389, 385, 391 and 387 Cumberland as
well as 450 and 452 Carlton. These connections were probably made between 1863 and 1865.
Finally, 448 Carlton probably received running water in 1867.

-



Table 2.1. Water and Sewer Permit Numbers for Properties within the Atlantic Terminal
Archeological Site

Permit # Date Address

1 circa. Nov. 1858 Unknown *

4,077 Unknown 442 Carlton Ave.
6.421 Unknown 393 Cumberland St.
8,062 Unknown 395 Cumberland St.
8,194 Unknown 444 Carlton Ave.
8.604 Unknown 446 Carlton Ave.
9,157 Unknown 389 Cumberland St.
9,251 Unknown 385 Cumberland St.
9,329 . Unknown 391 Cumberland St.
10,684 Unknown 387 Cumberland St.
11,673 Unknown 450 Carlton Ave.
11,969 Unknown 452 Carlton Ave.
20,872 Unknown 448 Carlton Ave.
23,330 Aug. 6, 1868 400 Cumberland St. *

* = Property included to provide temporal boundary, but is outside the site.

Before these properties received running water, their inhabitants relied on cisterns to collect and
store fresh water and privies to dispose of human waste. Although archeological excavations have
shown that privies and cisterns occasionally were used years after running water had been installed
(Howson 1987:92-93), these open holes usually were filled soon after houses were connected to
public sewers. Therefore, it is likely that the archeological assemblages found in privies and
cisterns will date to the period surrounding the houses' connection to the sewers. The following
section will discuss the methods used to identify the site's inhabitants during the late-1850s through
1870s.

2.5 Site-Specific Historical Methods

Deeds {Kings County Land Evidence 1687-1982), tax records (City of Brooklyn 1867-1876),
directories (Hearn 1854/55; Smith 1854-1857; Lain 1855-1878, 1879/80, 1882/83, 1887, 1896;
Trows 1860-1861), and censuses (United States Bureau of Census 1860, 1870, 1880; New York
State 1875; New York State 1890) helped identify the site's residents. Because each source has
limitations, all four lines of evidence were needed to determine the properties’ actual inhabitants.
Deeds, which accurately list the property owner, rarely note if the property was rented out. This
was a particular problem for the project area since during the 1860s at least seven of the 12
properties were rented out for a minimum of one year. The tax records present different problems.
Although New York City tax records list the property's owner, renters, and structural information,
the Brooklyn tax records often list only the owner and basic structural information. Unfortunately,
individuals sometimes are listed as owners both before and after they actually owned the property.
In addition, individuals who were long-terrn tenants are sometimes listed as owners. This suggests
that tax lists were recorded every few years instead of yearly, and little effort was made to insure
their accuracy. The listed owners can be verified, however, by checking their home addresses in
the city directories. As a result, the owners' occupation dates can be accurately determined, and
years when properties were rented out can be identified. Nevertheless, directories have their own



limitations: they often omit individuals and routinely record street numbers inaccurately. Censuses
helped identify renters, who then can be traced through directories, and provided details on the
inhabitants which cannot be gleaned from other records. Censuses dating before 1880, however,
do not record street addresses; therefore, household heads were cross-checked in directories to
identify street addresses and reconstruct the census takers’ paths through neighborhoods.

Despite the sources’ individual limitations, comparing information from all four lines of evidence
revealed the site's actual inhabitants. Tables 2.2 through 2.13 list the data derived from each
source and the actual head-of-household of each property from 1858 to 1875. For 450 Carlton
Avenue, which contained archeological deposits dating to both the 1860s and 1890s, the table
covers the period between 1858 and 1900. In these tables, inaccuracies in the primary records
have been corrected. Minimal data are provided for properties which contain no archeological
features. The inhabitants of the properties are discussed below.

2.6 Lot Histories

2.6.1 385 Cumberland Street (Table 2.2)

Three-eighty-five Cumberland (sometimes labeled 383) was the northern half of a two-family
frame house. The first long-term owner of the property was Patrick Devine, who purchased the lot
in 1852 (Kings County Land Evidence Liber 278:458). Devine, a clerk at the customs house,
probably lived on the property between 1852 and 1857, as the directories list his home address as
"Cumberland St. n[ear] Atlantic Ave" (Smith 1854-1857).

On August 3, 1857, John L. Culver purchased the property (Kings County Land Evidence Liber
456:48). The directories usually list Culver as a clerk, although in 1866 he is listed as a stevedore,
and the 1860 Federal Census lists him as a sea captain. The census also credits Culver with
owning $3,500 worth of real estate and $500 worth of personal property. Culver was born in New
York about 1834 and exchanged wedding vows with his New York-bom bride, Frances, before he
was 23. At the time of the wedding, Frances was probably 16 years old. In 1860 they had two
daughters, three-year-old Elizabeth, and eight-month-old Permila. Also during this year, the
Culvers shared their house with John Neuell, a forty-five year-old engineer, his forty-year-old wife,
Sarah, and their 18-year-old son, George, who was a provisions dealer. At the time, John owned
$3,000 worth of personal property and George owned $1,000 worth. All of the Neuells were born
in New York. As the Neuells were not listed as a separate family in the census, it is possible that
they were related to the Culvers. John and Sarah Neuell were the correct age to be Frances
Culver's parents, but this relationship cannot be confirmed. The Neuells are not listed in the
directories during the 1860s, making it difficult to know how long they lived at 385 Cumberland.
The census also lists Eliza Thomton, an English 16-year-old servant, as living at the address. In
1869 or 1870, the Culvers moved to a home on Atlantic Avenue near Troy Avenue (Lain 1855-
1878; United States Bureau of Census 1860).

On December 15, 1868, Culver sold the house to Robert King (Kings County Land Evidence Liber
862:380). King, a machinist, and his wife, Sarah, were both born in England about 1825. During
the 1870s, five of their children lived with them. One of their daughters, Agnes (born circa 1852},
also worked as a machinist, while their son, Arthur (born circa 1854) was a clertk. Before 1880,
there is no evidence of the Kings empleying servants, but the 1880 Federal Census notes that Sarah
employed a 17-year-old Irish female servant. Robert died between 1875 and 1879, but Sarah
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Table 2.2. Household-Heads of 385 Cumberland St. 1858 - 1875

Year Tax Lists Directories Deeds Census Actual Inhabitant
1858 X X John Culver X John Culver
1859 X P John Culver X John Culver
1860 X John Culver John Culver John Culver  John Culver
John Neuell  John Neuell
1861 X X John Culver X John Culver
1862 X John Culver John Culver X John Culver
1863 X John Culver John Culver X John Culver
1864 X John Culver John Culver X John Culver
1865 X John Culver John Culver x John Culver
1866 X John Culver John Culver X John Culver
1867 Rbt King John Culver John Culver X John Culver 'm-'_'-
1868 Rbt King John Culver John Culver X John Culver =
1869 Rbt King John Culver Rbt King x Rbt King
1870 Rbt King Rbt King Rbt King Rbt King Rbt King
1871 Rbt King Rbt King Rbt King X Rbt King
1872 Rbt King X Rbt King X Rbt King
1873 Rbt King X Rbt King X Rbt King
1874 Rbt King X Rbt King x Rbt King
1875 Rbt King X Rbt King Rbt King Rbt King

Sources: Kings County Land Evidence 1850 - 1900; Hearn 1854/55; Smith 1854-1857; Lain 1857-1870; United States Bureau of Census 1860, 187(}
1880; City of Brooklyn Tax Records 1867-1876 New York State Census 1875.



continued to live at the house at least until 1887 (United States Bureau of Census 1870; New York
State 1875; Lain 1879/80, 1882/83, 1887, 1896).

2.6.2 387 Cumberiand Streer (Table 2.3)

The southern half of the two-family frame house was known as 387 Cumberland. The property's
first known owner, Marianne Sanders, sold the lot to Elias W. Van Voorhis in December [855.
Van Voorhis rented out the property during the early 1860s. The property's first known renter was
Thomas Schuster and his family, who lived in the house between 1860 and 1864. Schuster, who
was born in Frankfort, Germany about 1819, worked as a clerk or merchant at a drygoods store
located at 75 Chambers Street in Manhattan. His wife, Antionette, was born in Frankfort about
1830. In 1860, they had an eight-year-old American-born daughter named Comelia, and were
served by a 25-year-old Scot named Jennett Bloomfield. The 1860 census lists Schuster as owning
$1,500 worth of personal property. In late 1864 the Schusters moved into a house on Herkimer
Street near Troy Avenue (Lain 1855-1878; United States Bureau of Census 1860).

On November 11, 1864, Van Voorhis sold the property to Aaron P. Bates (Kings County Land
Evidence Liber 649:80), and the family moved from their home at 55 President Street to 387
Cumberland. Bates was born in Kings County, New York, about 1836. He married his wife,
Sarah, before 1863 when she was approximately 16 years old. Their first son, Carroll, arrived in
1863, and was followed by Julia {(circa 1865), Edwin {circa 1867), and Charlotte (circa 1869). As
of 1863, the directories list Bates as a lawyer working at 83 Nassau Street in Manhattan. The
Civil War interrupted his law career, and Aaron became a private in the Fifth Company of 102
New York Infantry Regiment between October 1862 and April 1864. In 1870, Aaron was listed as
owning real estate worth $3,400 and a personal estate of roughly $1,000. During the late 1860s to
early 1880s, Aaron's father, Edmund O. (or Edwin), a clergyman, and his wife Charlotte lived with
the family. Edmund served as the head of the William Street Bethel Mission, located on William
St. near Van Brunt St., from 1855 to 1861 (Stiles 1869:721). By 1880, Aaron's twenty-one-year-
old nephew, Edwin, also lived in the house. He worked as a store clerk, but had consumption at
the time of the census. During both 1875 and 1880, the Bates family employed American-born
servants. Aaron and Sarah Bates continued to live at 387 Cumberland until they sold the property
to William §. Wright in 1885. Wright immediately conveyed the property to Bates's next-door
neighbor, Sarah King (Kings County Land Evidence Liber 1586:545, 1586:548; Lain 1855 -1878;
1879/80, 1882/83, 1887; United States Bureau of Census 1870, 1880; New York State 1875,
1890).

2.6.3 389 Cumberiand Street (Table 2.4)

The builder Elmer Chapman probably constructed the brick rowhouse at 389 Cumberland Street
about 1860. In 1863, William Lane purchased the property from the Chapmans, but there is no
evidence that he lived in the house (Kings County Land Evidence Liber 591:69). A year later,
Lane sold the property to William L. and Lydia W. Allen, who moved from their home at 3 West
Washington Place in Manhattan (Kings County Land Evidence Liber 728:272; Trows 1860-61).
The directories list William Allen as a produce merchant working at 67 Pearl Street in Manhattan.
William was born in Connecticut circa 1826, while Lydia was born two years later in nearby
Rhode Island. By 1870, the couple had three sons: William (born circa 1855), Martin (borm circa
1860), and Nelson (born circa 1865). The 1870 census also lists them as owning a personal estate
worth $1,000. The Allens occupied the house until 1866, when they sold it to Anna M. Atwater
and her husband John (Kings County Land Evidence Liber 728:272; Lain 1855-1878).

11
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Table 2.3. Household-Heads of 387 Cumberland St, 1858 - 1875

Year Tax Lists Directories Deeds Census Actual Inhabitant
1858 X X Elias Van Voorhis X Unknown
1859 X X Elias Van Voorhis X Unknown
1860 X Tho. Schuster Elias Van Voorhis Tho. Schuster Tho. Schuster
1861 X Tho. Schuster Elias Van Voorhis b Tho. Schuster
1862 X Tho. Schuster Elias Van Voorhis X Tho. Schuster
1863 X Tho. Schuster Elias Van Voorhis X Tho. Schuster
1864 - X Tho. Schuster Elias Van Voorhis X Tho. Schuster
1865 X Tho. Schuster Aaron Bates X Aaron Bates
1866 X Aaron Bates Aaron Bates X Aaron Bates
1867 Aaron Bates Aaron Bates Aaron Bates X Aaron Bates
1868 Aaron Bates Aaron Bates Aaron Bates X Aaron Bates
1869 Aaron Bates Aaron Bates Aaron Bates X Aaron Bates
1870 Aaron Bates Aaron Bates Aaron Bates Aaron Bates Aaron Bates
1871 Aaron Bates X Aaron Bates X Aaron Bates
1872 Aaron Bates X Aaron Bates X Aaron Bates
1873 Aaron Bates X Aaron Bates x Aaron Bates
1874 Aaron Bates X Aaron Bates X Aaron Bates
1875 Aaron Bates X Aaron Bates Aaron Bates  Aaron Bates

[ b

Sources: Kings County Land Evidence 1850 - 1900; Hearn 1854/55; Smith 1854-1857; Lain 1857-1870; United States Bureau of Census 1860 1870,

1880; City of Brooklyn Tax Records 1867-1876 New York State Census 1875.



Table 2.4. Houschold-Heads of 389 Cumberland St. 1860 - 1875

Year Tax Lists Directories Deeds Census Actual Inhabitant
1860 X X Sarah Hicks None None

1861 X x Lydia Chapman b None
1862 X X Lydia Chapman X None
1863 X X William Lane X None

1864 X William Allen William Allen X William Allen
1865 X William Allen William Allen X William Allen
1866 X William Allen William Allen X William Allen
1867 Thomas McKenzie X Anna Atwater X John Atwater
1868 Thomas McKenzie John Atwater Anna Atwater X John Atwater
1869 Thomas McKenzie John Atwater Anna Atwater X John Atwater
1870 Thomas McKenzie x Thomas McKenzie C.A_Righter C.A. Righter
1871 Thomas McKenzie X Thomas McKenzie b3 C.A. Righter
1872 Thomas McKenzie X Thomas McKenzie X C.A. Righter
1873 Thomas McKenzie X Thomas McKenzie X C.A. Righter
1874 Thomas McKenzie X Winifred Righter X C.A. Righter
1875 Thomas McKenzie X Winifred Righter C.A. Righter C.A. Righter

£l

Sources: Kings County Land Evidence 1850 - 1900; Hearn 1854 /55; Smith 1854-1857; Lain 1857-1870; United States Bureau of Census 1860, 1870,

1880; City of Brooklyn Tax Records 1867-1876 New York State Census 1875.



John Atwater was a commercial merchant who worked at 61 Pearl Street in Manhatian a few doors
down from William Allen (Lain 1855-1878). In 1870, the Atwaters had four children: a 16-year-
old son, a 14-year-old daughter, a nine-year-old son, and a three-year-old daughter (United States
Bureau of Census 1870). The 1870 Federal Census credits him with a personal estate worth
$1.000. In December of 1869, the Atwaters sold the property to Thomas McKenzie and moved to
a house on Putnam Street near Nostrand Ave. (Kings County Land Evidence Liber 922:199: Lain
1855-1878).

Although McKenzie owned the property for the next four years, he rented it to Charles A. and
Winifred T. Righter who eventually purchased it in 1874 (City of Brooklyn 1867-1876). Charles
A. Righter was born in New York about 1840, two years before his wife. They were probably
married before 1865 when Winifred gave birth to their first child, Lincoln, undoubtedly named for
the recently assassinated president. In 1869 their second child, Estell, was born. Charles worked
as an importer and merchant of fancy goods at 33 Murray Street in Manhattan. Between 1864 and
1868, he also served as president of the Brooklyn Young Men's Christian Association (Stiles
1869:8354). By 1880, 15 year-old Lincoln, like his father, had joined the white-collar work force
by becoming a store clerk. Like many members of the middle class, the family hired domestic
servants. For example, in 1875 the Righters employed a 40-year-old German widow narned
Hannah Burger, and in 1880 a 33-year-old African-American woman served the family (her name
is illegible in the census). The Righters stayed at 387 Cumberland until the mid-1880s. From that
time until the property was sold in 1906, the Righters or their heirs rented out the house (Kings
County Land Evidence Liber 1151:127, 37:383; Lain 1855-1878, 1879/80, 1882/83, 1887, 1896;
United States Bureau of Census 1870; New York State 1875).

2.6.4 391 Cumberland Street (Table 2.5)

Lyman R. Hopkins purchased 391 Cumberland Street from Julia Chapman, daughter of builder
Elmer Chapman, on December 3, 1861 (Kings County Land Evidence Liber 566:58). Hopkins
was born in Rhode Island about 1824. Directories identify Lyman Hopkins as a commercial
merchant operating at 13 Cedar St. in Manhattan, but the 1880 Federal Census lists him as a
thread manufacturer. Although the sources are sketchy, he seems to have married twicé. He had
at least two children by his Rhode Island-born first wife (her name is unknown): a son named
George (bom circa 1848) and a daughter named Mary (born circa 1846). His second wife,
Rosalie, was bern in Brooklyn about 1847, and they were married sometime during the 1870s.
Hopkins was a wealthy man. The 1870 Federal census lists him as owning $40,000 worth of real
estate, and in both 1870 and 1880 the family employed a servant. The Hopkinses continued to
inhabit the property until 1892 (Kings County Land Evidence Liber 2105:326; Lain 1855-1878,
1879/80, 1882/83, 1887, 1896; United States Bureau of Census 1870, 1880).

2.6.5 393 Cumberland Street (Table 2.6)

Like 389 Cumberland, the property at 393 Cumberland was originally owned and developed by
Elmer Chapman, who apparently built the house in 1860. The first known occupants of the
property were the family of John A. Elmendorf. They purchased the house and moved from 167
Oxford Street in 1864. Elmendorf was born in New York about 1828. On Tuesday, September
11, 1855, he married Georgian-born Fanny Lathrop at St. Georges Church. He was 27 and his
bride was 23 or 24. Their first child, Dwight, was born several years later, and their second child,
Fanny D., was born in 1859. In 1860 the Elmendorfs were employing a 78-year-old American
nurse named Ruth Johnson and a 30-year-old Irish cook named Martha Gifford. The directories
list Elmendorf as a "merchant of vamishes” at 160 William Street in Manhattan. The Elmendorfs
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Table 2.5. Household-Heads of 391 Cumberland St. 1860 - 1875

Year Tax Lists Directories Deeds Census Actual Inhabitant
1860 x X Julia Chapman None None

1861 X X Julia Chapman X None

1862 X X Lyman Hopkins X Lyman Hopkins
1863 x Lyman Hopkins Lyman Hopkins x Lyman Hopkins
1864 x Lyman Hopkins Lyman Hopkins x Lyman Hopkins
1865 X X Lyman Hopkins x Lyman Hopkins
1866 X Lyman Hopkins Lyman Hopkins x Lyman Hopkins
1867 Lyman Hopkins Lyman Hopkins Lyman Hopkins X Lyman Hopkins
1868 Lyman Hopkins X Lyman Hopkins X Lyman Hopkins
1869 Lyman Hopkins x Lyman Hopkins X Lyman Hopkins
1870 Eyman Hopkins X Lyman Hopkins Lym. Hopkins Lyman Hopkins
1871 Lyman Hopkins X Lyman Hopkins X Lyman Hopkins
1872 Lyman Hopkins X Lyman Hopkins X Lyman Hopkins
1873 Lyman Hopkins X Lyman Hopkins X Lyman Hopkins
1874 Lyman Hopkins b3 Lyman Hopkins x Lyman Hopkins
1875 Lyman Hopkins X Lyman Hopkins John Hopkins Lyman Hopkins

9|

Sources: Kings County Land Evidence 1850 - 1900; Hearn 1854/55; Smith 1854-1857; Lain 1857-1870; United States Bureau of Census 1860, 1870,

1880; City of Brooklyn Tax Records 1867-1876 New York State Census 1875.
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Table 2.6. Household-Heads 0f.393 Cumberland St. 1860 - 1875

Year Tax Lists Directories Deeds Census Actual Inhabitant
1860 X X Lydia Chapman None None

1861 X pe Julia Chapman X None

1862 X X Ada Chapman X None

1863 X X Ada Chapman x None

1864 x X John Elmendorf X John Elmendorf
1865 X John Elmendorf John Elmendorf X John Elmendorf
1866 X John Elmendorf John Elmendorf X John Elmendorf
1867 John Elmendorf johm Elmendorf John Elmendorf X John Elmendorf
1868 John Elmendorf John Elmendorf John Elmendorf X John Elmendorf
1869 John Elmendorf John Elmendorf John Elmendorf X John Elmendorf
1870 John Elmendorf X John Elmendorf None None

1871 John Elmendorf X Eugene Sutton X Eugene Sutton
1872 John Elmendorf X Eugene Sutton X Eugene Sutton
1873 Eugene Sutton X Eugene Sutton X Eugene Sutton
1874 Eugene Sutton X Eugene Sutton X Eugene Sutton
1875 Eugene Sutton x Eugene Sutton Eugene Sutton Eugene Sutton

Sources: Kings County Land Evidence 1850 - 1900; Hearn 1854/55; Smith 1854-1857; Lain 1857-1870;.United States Bureau of Census 1860, 1870,

1880; City of Brooklyn Tax Records 1867-1876 New York State Census 1875.



moved to a new home in early 1870, selling the property at 393 Cumberland in December of the
same year to Eugene C. Sutton (Kings County Land Evidence Liber 622:373, 973:405; Lain 1855-
1878; United States Bureau of Census 1860, 1870; Barber 1937:75).

Eugene Sutton lived on the property from 1870 or 1871 until he sold it in 1895. Sutton, a broker
in oils, was born in New York about 1835. The 1875 New York State census lists him as a 40-
year-otd widower who lived with his Vermont-born, 63-year-old mother, Sarah A. Sutton. In 1875
no children were present in the household, but the household was served by 19-year-old Catharine
Clarke. who was borm in Kings County, New York. By 1880, Sarah's twenty-year-old
granddaughter, Alice, had come to live with them. Alice's relationship to Eugene is unknown. The
1880 census lists Eugene as a customs clerk instead of a broker. The change in jobs may explain
the need to take in boarders. In 1880, three boarders lived in the house: thirty-one year-old Frank
Faulkner, a lawyer, his thirty-year-old wife (her name is illegible), and a twenty-one year-old
unemployed woman named M. Churchill (New York State 1875; Lain 1879/80, 1882/83, 1887,
United States Bureau of Census [880).

2.6.6 395 Cumberland Street (Table 2.7)

In addition to 389 and 393 Cumberland Street, Elmer Chapman owned and probably built the
house at 395 Cumberland in 1860 (Kings County Land Evidence Liber 543:333). During the
1860s and 1870s, the property was owned by Charles Paul (1861-1863), Edwin C. Russell (1864-
1866), and George Schwerdsky (1867-1902); however, throughout this period the property was
rented out (Kings County Land Evidence Liber 543:333, 622:434, 757:69, 22:35; Lain 1855-1878,
1879/80, 1882/83, 1887, 1896; United States Bureau of Census 1860, 1870, 1880). From at least
1870 to the mid-1880s, the property was rented by Frederick S. Morris, a bookkeeper, and his
family. Both Morris and his wife, Estella, were bom in New York during the late-1820s. They
had two children, Charles (born circa 1855) and Estella (born circa 1857). In both 1870 and 1875
they employed an Irish servant. The 1870 Federal Census also lists a 26-year-old New York-bom
woman named Mary Brown and her eight-year-old daughter, Mary, living in the house. It is
unknown if they were boarders or relatives of the Morrises.

2.6.7 442 Carlton Avenue (Table 2.8)

The earliest known occupant of 442 (364 before 1870) Carlton Avenue was Louisa Holberton, a
widow, who purchased the property in 1857. Holberton was bom in France circa 1820 and
probably immigrated to the United States circa 1853. In 1860 she lived with her six French-bom
daughters, who ranged from 7 to 19 years old. The eldest, Elizabeth, was married to Otto B.
Graves, an Irish-born wall-paper merchant. At the time, the couple had an infant and employed a
nurse. The census credits Holberton with owning $4,500 worth of real estate and a personal estate
of $20,000. Graves did not own property but had a personal estate worth $5,000. By 1870, the
Graves had moved out of the house, and Holberton rented part of the house to the Crowell family,
which consisted of a mother and her three grown children. The 1870 Federal Census does not list
the value of Holberton's real property and only credits her with a personal estate worth $800. In
1880, Louisa and her three daughters were the house's sole inhabitants. Two of the daughters,
Lena and Mary, were music teachers and the third, Blanche, was a school teacher. On July 21,
1887, Louisa sold the property to her daughter Mary; however, the 1887 directory does not list the
Holbertons as residents (Kings County Land Evidence Liber 445:456, 1752:325; Lain 1855-1878,
1879/80, 1882/83, 1887, 1896, United States Bureau of Census 1860, 1870, 1880).
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Table 2.7. Household-Heads of 395 Cumberland St. 1860 - 1875

Year Tax Lists Directaries Deeds Census Actual Inhabitant
1860 X X Elmer & Lydia None None
Chapman
1861 X X Charles Paul X Unknown
1862 X b3 Charles Paul X Unknown
1863 X x Charles Paul X Unknown
1864 X x Edwin Russell X Unknown
1865 X X Edwin Russell X " Unknown
1866 x X Edwin Russell X Unknown
1867 Edwin Russell X Geo. Schwerdsky X Unknown
1868 Edwin Russell X Geo. Schwerdsky x Unknown
1869 Edwin Russell X Geo. Schwerdsky X Unknown
1870 Edwin Russell X Geo. Schwerdsky Fred. Morris  Fred. Morris
1871 Edwin Russell X Geo. Schwerdsky X Fred. Morris
1872 Edwin Russell X Geo. Schwerdsky X Fred. Morris
1873 Edwin Russell X Geo. Schwerdsky X Fred. Morris
1874 Edwin Russell X Geo. Schwerdsky X Fred. Morris
oo 1875 Edwin Russell X Geo. Schwerdsky Fred. Morris  Fred. Morris

Sources: Kings County Land Evidence 1850 - 1900; Hearn 1854/55; Smith 1854-1857; Lain 1857-1870; United States Bureau of Census 1860, 1870,
1880; City of Brooklyn Tax Records 1867-1876 New York State Census 1875.



Table 2.8. Household-Heads of 442 Carlton Ave. St. 1858 - 1875

. Year

Tax Lists

Directories

Deeds

Census

Actual Inhabitant

1858
1859
1860

1861
1862
1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870

1871
1872
1873
1874
1875

61

X
X
X

® oK X XK XX

Lewis Holberton
Lewis Holberton
Lewis Holberton
Lewis Holberton

Lewis Holberton
Lewis Holberton
Lewis Holberton
Louisa Holberton
Louisa Holberton

L.ousia Holberton
X

Lousia Holberton
Otto Graves

X

X

Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
l.ousia Holberton
X

X ox X X

X
X
X
X
X

L.ousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton

Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton

Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
I.ousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton

X
X
L. Holberton
Otto Graves

b

oM X M ox oM X X

L. Holberton
Olive Crowell
X

oM X X

L.ousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Otto Graves
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Olive Crowell
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton
Lousia Holberton

Sources: Kings County Land Evidence 1850 - 1900; Hearn 1854/55; Smith 1854-1857; Lain 1857-1870; United States Bureau of Census 1860, 1870,

1880; City of Brooklyn Tax Records 1867-1876 New York State Census 1875.



2.6.8 444 Carlton Avenue {Table 2.9}

George McGuire and his family, the first known occupants of 444 (366 before 1870) Carlton
Avenue, purchased the property in 1857 (Kings County Land Evidence Liber 444:114). George
MecGuire was born in Connecticut about 1801. His wife Mary was born in Rhode Island five years
later. They were probably married in the late-1820s and they had at least six children: Frank,
Mary, Thomas, Albert, Flora, and Josephine. George and his son Thomas were both japanners
working ar 33 Cherry Street in Manhattan, while the eldest son, Frank, was a clerk. In 1860
George McGuire owned real estate worth $4,000 and a personal estate of $2,000. The same year
the family employed two servants, a 23-year-old German woman and a 16-year-old American girl.
From 1858 to 1863, the McGuires shared the house with Thomas Higgins, a sea captain, his wife,
Cecelia, and their four children. George McGuire died between 1863 and 1870, buit his wife,
Mary, continued to raise her family at the house until 1875. After his father’s death, Thomas left
the japanning business and became a bookkeeper for a fruit merchant. In 1870, the value of the
property had risen to $8,000 but Mary's personal estate was estimated at only $800. The family
did not take in boarders, but it did employ a 23-year-old Irish woman as a servant (Kings County
Land Evidence Liber 444:114, 1197:423; Lain 1855-1878; United States Bureau of Census 1860,
1870).

In 1875 Mary McGuire sold the property to Helen R. Cone, who held it until 1888 (Kings County
Land Evidence Liber 1197:423, 822:253). Evidence suggests that Cone did not live at the address
but instead rented out the house (Lain 1879/80,1882/83, 1887). In 1875 William Kane, a 40-year-
old Irish watchmaker, lived at the property with his wife Mary and his five children. Kane, his
wife, and eldest son probably immigrated from Ireland between 1858 and 1860. The next known
tenants were John W. Vanderhoff, a 56-year-old fishdealer, his 50-year-old wife, Sarah, their four
children, and Sarah's 74-year-old mother Sarah Graff. Vanderhoff was Brooklyn-born, while his
wife was English. The family lived at the house from the late-1870s until at least 1887 (New York
State 1875; Lain 1879/80, 1882/83, 1887, United States Bureau of Census 1880).

2.6.9 446 Carlton Avenue (Table 2.10)

The first known occupant of 446 (368 before 1870) Carlton Avenue was Gideon N. Powell, who
purchased the property in 1855. Both Powell and his wife, Adelia, were born in New York about
1828. The 1860 Federal Census records them as having two children, ten-year-old Sarah and six-
year-old Lydia. Sources list Powell as a clerk or salesman in a shoe shop located first at 69
Murray St. and then at 6 Warren St. in Manhattan. In 1860 he owned $3,500 worth of real estate
and a personal estate of $3,000. In 1868 Powell sold the property to Albert M. Carter. Carter,
who was a cashier, lived on the property in 1869, but become an absentee landlord the following
year. He rented the house to two long-term tenants, William H. Johnson, a ship’s pilot, and his
family from approximately 1875 to 1881, and Mr. and Mrs. Joha P. Wyatt, from 1882 to at least
1896. In 1903, Carter sold the property to Doris R. McCrea (Kings County Land Evidence Liber
343:490, 809:152, 27:486; Smith 1854-1857; Lain 1855-1878, 1879/80, 1882/83, 1887, 1896;
United States Bureau of Census 1860, 1870, 1880; New York State 1875).

2.6.10 448 Carlton Avenue (Table 2.11)

The first long-term owner and occupant of 448 (370 before 1870) Carlton was Abraham Gray,
who bought the property in 1854. Gray was born in Pennsylvania circa 1806. His wife, Mary,
was bom five years later in New York. Abraham worked as a clothier at 63 Maiden Lane in
Manhattan. In 1860, he owned $4,500 worth of real estate and $2,000 worth of personal property.
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Table 2.9. Household-Heads of 444 Carlton Ave. St. 1858 - 1875

Year Tax Lists Directories Deeds Census Actual Inhabitant
1858 X X George McGuire X George McGuire
1859 X Thom. Higgins George McGuire X George McGuire
1860 X X George McGuire Geo. McGuire George McGuire
Thom. Higgins Thom. Higgins
1861 X Thom. Higgins George McGuire x McGuire & Higgins
1862 X Thom. Higgins George McGuire X *McGuire & Higgins
1863 X George McGuire George McGuire X George McGuire
Thom. Higgins Thom. Higgins
1864 x x George McGuire X George McGuire
1865 X X George McGuire X George McGuire
1866 X be George McGuire X George McGuire
1867 George McGuire X George McGuire x George McGuire
1868 George McGuire X George McGuire X George McGuire
1869 George McGuire be George McGuire X George McGuire
1870 Est. of Geo. McGuire  x George McGuire Mary McGuire Mary McGauire
= 1871 Est. of Geo. McGuire  x George McGuire x Mary McGuire
1872 Est. of Geo. McGuire  x George McGuire x Mary McGuire
1873 Est. of Geo. McGuire  x Mary McGuire X Mary McGuire
1874 Est. of Geo. McGuire x Mary McGuire X Mary McGuire
1875 Helen Cone X Helen Cone Wm. Kane Wm. Kane

Sources: Kings County Land Evidence 1850 - 1900; Hearn 1854 /55; Smith 1854-1857; Lain 1857-1870; United States Bureau of Census 1860, 1870,

1880; City of Brooklyn Tax Records 1867-1876 New York State Census 1875.
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Table 2.10. Household-Heads of 446 Carlton Ave. St. 1858 - 1875

Year Tax Lists Directories Deeds Census Actual Inhabitant
1858 X Gideon Powell Gideon Powell X Gideon Powell
1859 X Gideon Powell Gideon Powell X Gideon Powell
1860 X Gideon Powell Gideon Powell Gideon Powell Gideon Powell
1861 X X Gideon Powell X Gideon Powell
1862 X Gideon Powell Gideon Powell X Gideon Powell
1863 X Gideon Powell Gideon Powell X Gideon Powell
1864 X Gideon Powell Gideon Powell X Gideon Powell
1865 X Gideon Powell Gideon Powell X Gideon Powell
1866 X Gideon Powell Gideon Powell X Gideon Powell
1867 AM. Carter Gideon Powell Gideon Powell X Gideon Poweli
1868 AM. Carter Gideon Powell AM. Carter X A.M. Carter
1869 A M. Carter A.M. Carter A.M. Carter X A.M. Carter
1870 AM. Carter X A M. Carter None None

1871 A.M. Carter X AM. Carter X Unknown
1872 AM. Carter X A.M. Carter X Unknown
1873 AM. Carter X AM. Carter X Unknown
1874 A M. Carter X AM. Carter X Unknown
1875 AM. Carter X A M. Carter Wm. Johnston Wm. Johnston

Sources: Kings County Land Evidence 1850 - 1900; Hearn 1854/55; Smith 1854-1857; Lain 1857-1870; United States Bureau of Census 1860, 1870,

1880; City of Brooklyn Tax Records 1867-1876 New York State Census 1875. -



Table 2.11. Household-Heads of 448 Carlton Ave. St. 1858 - 1875

Year Tax Lists Directories Deeds Census Actual Inhabitant
1858 X Abraham Gray Abraham Gray X Abraham Gray
1859 X Abraham Gray Abraham Gray X Abraham Gray
1860 X Abraham Gray Abraham Gray Abe Gray Abraham Gray
1861 X X Abraham Gray x Abraham Gray
1862 X Abraham Gray Abraham Gray X Abraham Gray
1863 b Abraham Gray
Mortimer Goff Mortimer Goff x Mortimer Goff

1864 X x Mortimer Goff X Mortimer Goff
1865 X Mortimer Goff Mortimer Goff X Mortimer Goff
1866 X X Susan Goff x Unknown
1867 Ezra Moore X Susan Goff X Unknown
1868 Ezra Moore X Susan Goff X Unknown
1869 Ezra Moore X Susan Goff x Unknown
1870 Ezra Moore X Ezra Moore E Ezra Moore
1871 Ezra Moore X Ezra Moore X Unknown
1872 Ezra Moore X Ezra Moore X Unknown

o 1873 Ezra Moore X Ezra Moore x Unknown
1874 Ezra Moore X Ezra Moore X Unknown
1875 Ezra Moore X Ezra Moore Edward Moore Edward Moore

Sources: Kings County Land Evidence 1850 - 1900; Hearn 1854/55; Smith 1854-1857; Lain 1857-1870; United States Bureau of Census 1860, 1870,
1880; City of Brooklyn Tax Records 1867-1876 New York State Census 1875.



During that year, his 15-year-old daughter, Anna, six-year-old William McCall, and an 18-year-
old servant named Isabella Hoffman lived in the house. On April 13, 1863, Gray sold the property
to Mortimer L. and Susan Goff for $4,200 (Kings County Land Evidence Liber 378:490, 937:364;
Smith 1854-1857; Lain 1855-1878; United States Bureau of Census 1860).

The directories list Goff as a broker or merchant working at 135 Pearl St. in Manhattan. In 1866,
Mortimer disappears from the directories but Susan is listed as a widow living at 144 Carlton Ave.
Neither of the Goffs appears in the 1867 directory. Although Mortimer's death certificate is not
listed in the Brooklyn death index for the 1860s, it seems likely that Mortimer died about 1865 and
Susan rented out the property. The identity of the renters is unknown (Kings County Land
Evidence Liber 937:364, 937:387; Smith 1854-1857; Lain 1855-1878).

In 1870, Susan Goff sold the property to Ezra Lewis Moore. Moore, who often went by Lewis,
was bom in East Lyme, Connecticut, about 1835. His wife, Elizabeth Bothwick Moore, was born
in Salisbury, Connecticut, circa 1846. While living at 93 Dean Street in Brooklyn, the couple had
their first child, Robert, on November 10, 1867. Lewis was an agent of the American Emigrant
Company. In 1870 he owned real estate worth $8,000 and a personal estate of $1,000. In the
same year, the family employed a twenty-three-year-old Irish servant named Mary Fisher (Kings
County Land Evidence Liber 937:364, 1355:123; City of Brooklyn 1867:426; Lain 1855-1878;
United States Bureau of Census [870).

By the mid- to late-1870s, the Moores were residing in Great Barrington, Massachusetts and
renting out the house on Carlton Ave. The families of Edward J. Moore, an American-born clerk,
and Henry Madden, an Irish-born salesman, rented the property in 1875. In 1880, the families of
William J. Kuhud, an American-bomn photographer, and Andrew Sider, an American-born store
clerk, rented the house. Other renters included Samuel B. Harper in 1879-80, William J. Kuhns in
1882-83, and John P. Wyatt in 1887. On June 25, 1889, Elizabeth B. Moore sold the house to
Mary E. Drummond, who continued to use it as a rental property (Kings County Land Evidence
Liber 1355:123; 1879/80, 1882/83, 1887, 1896; United States Bureau of Census 1880; New York
State 18735). ’

2.6.11 430 Carlton Avenue (Table 2.12)

The property at 450 (372 before 1870) Carlton Avenue belonged to the Finnan/Draper family
during the entire second half of the nineteenth century. Thomas and Ellen Finnan purchased the
property from the Covenhoven Trustees in 1851 and gave it to their daughter Julia Finnan Draper
in 1856. Julia held the property until she sold it to Robert Halliday in 1915. During most of the
1860s, Julia seems to have rented out her property. The 1860 Federal Cénsus lists 12 people in the
house. These included John Poiluon, a forty-year-old engineer with a personal estate worth
$2,000, his wife, Mary, and their six year-old son; Oliver E. Vale, a twenty-seven-year-old
hardware merchant with an estate worth $2,500, his wife, Ellen A., their three-year-old daughter,
and their one-year-old son; eleven-year-old Elizabeth McCormack (probably a member of the Vale
household); Theopolis Wood, a twenty-five year-old broker with an estate worth $1,500; Robert T.
Douglas, a thirty-one year-old jeweler with a personal estate of $3,000; and two servants named
Bridget McCamm and Ellen McDermot. Each of these individuals, except Bridget McCamm, was
born in the United States.

In the late-1860s, Julia, who was borm in New York circa 1840, married Jacob K. Draper. Draper,
bom in Brooklyn circa 1837, is listed as a bookkeeper and a cashier. By 1869, the couple had
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Table 2.12, Household-Heads of 450 Carlton Ave. St. 1858 - 1875

Year Tax Lists Directories Deeds Census Actual Inhabitant
1858 X X Julia Draper b Unknown
1859 X X Julia Draper X Unknown
1860 x X Julia Draper John Poiluon  John Poiluon
Oliver Vale Oliver Vale
Rbt. Douglas  Rbt. Douglas
Theo. Wood  Theo. Wood
1861 x X Julia Draper X Unknown
1862 X X Julia Draper X Unknown
1863 X X Julia Draper X Unknown
1864 X X Julia Draper X Unknown
1865 b3 x Julia Draper X Unknown
1866 X X Julia Draper X Unknown
1867 J.M. Farrington X Julia Draper X Unknown
1868 J:M. Farrington Jacob Draper Julia Draper X Jacob Draper
1869 J: M. Farrington Jacob Draper Julia Draper X Jacob Draper
1870 J.M. Farrington X Julia Draper Jacob Draper  Jacob Draper
& 187 J.M. Farrington X Julia Draper X Jacob Draper
1872 J.M. Farrington X Julia Draper X Jacob Draper
1873 J-M. Farrington x Julia Draper X Jacob Draper
1874 J:M. Farrington X Julia Draper x Jacob Draper
1875 I.M. Farrington X Julia Draper John John Draper

Sources: Kings County Land Evidence 1850 - 1900; Hearn 1854/55; Smith 1854-1857; Lain 1857-1870; United States Bureau of Census 1860, 1870,

1880; City of Brooklyn Tax Records 1867-1876 New York State Census 1875.



moved into the house at 450 Carlton. The 1870 Federal Census noted that Julia's 32-year-old
sister, Mary Fisher lived with them, and they employed a 23-year-old Irish servant. [t also credits
Jacob with $16,000 worth of real estate and a personal estate worth $1,000. Furthermore, the
census suggests that the couple rented out part of the house to Charles Stansbury, a drygoods
clerk, and his wife Nancy. Both of the Stansburys were born in New York about 1820. By 1880,
the Drapers were no longer taking in boarders, but Mary Fisher and an Irish serving woman still
resided at the house. Neither the 1870 nor 1880 census lists children. The Drapers continued to
live at the property for the rest of the century (Kings County Land Evidence Liber 258:533,
404:40, 419:235, 36:271,; Lain 1855-1878, 1879/80, 1882/83, 1887, 1896; United States Bureau
of Census 1860, 1870, 1880).

2.6.12 452 Carlton Avenue (Table 2.13)

In 1859 Isiah Uffendill, the first known occupant of 452 (374 before 1870) Carlton Avenue,
purchased the property from speculators Lyman Hopkins (who resided at 391 Cumberland) and
Charles King. A year later, Uffendill moved across the street from 377 Carlton into his new home.
Uffendill was bomn in England about 1827, and apparently had immigrated and married by his mid-
twenties, since his American-born wife, Sarah, gave birth to their first child in 1851. By 1860, the
couple had three children, two boys and a girl. The 1860 Federal census lists Uffendill as a
salesman with real estate worth $3,400 and a personal estate of $1,500. In 1864; Uffendill sold the
property to Laura M. Bragg. Little is known about Bragg, who was an absentee landlady from
1864 until 1892. In 1870 the house was rented to five seemingly unrelated tenants. These included
a horse dealer, two butchers, and a dry goods clerk. In 1879 and 1880, John R. Sutton, an
American-born wholesale flower dealer, his wife, their two children, and an Irish serving woman
were the house's only occupants. The directories suggest that there were no long-term tenants
during the last two decades of the nineteenth century. Different occupants are listed in the 1882-
83, 1887 and 1896 directories (Kings County Land Evidence Liber 508:309, 633:518, 2134:330;
Lain 1855-1878, 1879/80, 1882/83, 1887, 1896; United States Bureau of Census 1860, 1870,
18803.

2.7 Summary

The creation of a true middle class in the United States was a gradual process which began in the
1820s and continued until the decade after the Civil War (Blumin 1989:13). During this time,
nineteenth-century America’s middle-class developed a number of distinctive characteristics. Most
members of this newly formed class in the Northeast were Protestants, born in the States to
American-born parents; held white collar jobs to which they commuted each day from their single-
family homes in the surrounding suburbs; and paid special attention to raising their children with
the values and etiquette shared by other middle-class families (Ryan 1981; Coontz 1988; Blumin
1689). The documentary evidence suggests that the inhabitants of the Atlantic Terminal site
typified this emerging class. Table 2.14 summarizes the characteristics of the residents for the
properties within the excavated area on Block 2006.

The majority of households living at the site were young families with small children. Most of
these families owned their homes - only 395 Cumberland, and 446 and 452 Cariton were
commonly used as rental properties. This is not surprising, as a goal of most middle-class families
was home ownership (Clark 1986:97; Blumin 1989:275; Schlereth 1991:100). Sixty-nine percent
(11 of 16) of the household heads purchased their properties while they were in their 30s, while
another 19 percent (3 of 16) bought while in their 40s. Furthermore, 14 of the 21 (67%) married
couples, or widows/widowers, on the site had children under ten years old. Thus, for many of
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Table 2.13. Household-Heads of 452 Carlton Ave. St. 1858 - 1875

Year Tax Lists Directories Deeds Census Actual Inhabitant
1858 X X Lyman Hopkins x Unknown
1859 X % Isiah Uffendill X Isiah Uffendill
1860 X Isiah Uffendill Isiah Uffendill Is. Uffendill  Isiah Uffendill
1861 X x Isiah Uffendill x Isiah Uffendill
1862 X X Isiah Uffendill x Isiah Uffendil!
1863 X X Isiah Uffendill X Isiah Uffendill
1864 P b Laura Bragg X Unknown
1865 x X Laura Bragg X Unknown
1866 X X Laura Bragg X Unknown
1867 Laura Bragg X Laura Bragg b Unknown
1868 Laura Bragg X Laura Bragg x Unknown
1869 Laura Bragg X Laura Bragg X Unknown
1870 Laura Bragg x Laura Bragg Moses Baldwin Moses Baldwin
James Smith  James Smith
Gev Pilby Gev Pilby
s Tho. Simpson  Tho. Simpson
P. Cecill P. Cecill
Lewis Story  Lewis Story
1871 Laura Bragg X Laura Bragg b3 Unknown
1872 Laura Bragg X Laura Bragg X Unknown
1873 Laura Bragg X Laura Bragg X Unknown
1874 Laura Bragg X Laura Bragg X Unknown
1875 Laura Bragg b Laura Bragg X Unknown

Sources: Kings County Land Evidence 1850 - 1900; Hearn 1854/55; Smith 1854-1857; Lain 1857-1870; United States Bureau of Census 1860, 1870,
1880; City of Brooklyn Tax Records 1867-1876 New York State Census 1875.



these families the houses on Block 2006 were probably the first homes they owned. In general, the
inhabitants were young nuclear families, although several households, including the Bates and
Holberton, were multi-generational. A third of the site's owners rented space to boarders, a
common practice among middle-class home owners (Schlereth 1991:104). Following middle-class
patterns, most (93 percent) of the households employed servants.

Like most members of the middle class in the Northeast, the majority of the site’s inhabitants (18
of 22 heads-of-household) were born in the United States. The remaining four were from England,
Germany. and France. With the exception of the Bateses, who were probably Methodist, the

- religion of the inhabitants is unknown.

During the 1860s and 1870s, the majority of the site’s household-heads held white-collar jobs in
Manhattan. Only Robert King, a machinist, George McGuire, a japanner, and Robert Douglas, a
jeweler, could be labeled artisans, and they could have been owners or managers rather than
workers. The range of white-collar jobs included a lawyer, manufacturers, merchants,
bookkeepers, and clerks. The job locations for 11 of the 21 household heads depicted on Table
2.14 have been identified. All eleven worked in Manhattan, and must have commuted over the
East River each day.

As Blumin (1989:109-119) points out, wages between white-collar jobs could vary widely,
although nearly all but beginning clerks were paid at least $1,000 per annum. Blumin's (1989:180)
calculations suggest that in 1860, 61 percent of property-owning professionals had combined real
and personal estates worth over $5,000, while only 25 percent of other white-collar workers owned
estates of similar value. Eleven of the 15 (73 percent) property-owning residents listed on Table
2.14 held estates worth over $5,000, and some, like Hopkins, Draper, and perhaps Holberton
owned much more. The remaining household-heads held estates worth $4,000 to $4,999. The
average personal estate of the non-property-owning residents was $2,100. These high estate values
indicate that most of the inhabitants of the site were comfortably within the economic boundaries of
the white-collar middle class, while a few were very well-off.

Most of the adult inhabitants of the Atlantic Terminal site in the 186(0s were part of a generation
influential in the development of America’s middle class. Bom in the 1830s, just as the
bourgeoisie was coalescing into a separate class, this generation contained the first children to be
consciously raised with values specific to the middle class. Furthermeore, this generation had
reached maturity and were raising children in the 1860s and 1870s when middle class values
became hegemonic in the Northeastern United States. The archeological excavations by JMA at
Atlantic Terminal in the Fall of 1995 provided an important opportunity to examine both the
lifestyles of this newly emerging middle class and how parents passed on class specific values to
their children. This, in turn, will throw light on larger questions concerning the development of
America's middle class. The methods and results of these excavations are discussed in the next two
chapters.

28



Table 2.14. Summary of the inhabitants of the Atlantic Terminal Archaeological Site during the 1850s to 1870s

Address Dates Household Own __ Occupation Real Personal Ser Brds Fam Nation

385 Cumberland 1857-1868 Culver Y Clerk 3,500 500 Y Y NU us
1869-1887 King Y Machinist 3400 Unk Y N NU ENG

387 Cumberland 186(-1864 Schuster N Clerk 0 1,500 Y N NU GERM
1865-1885 Bates Y Lawyer 3,400 1,000 Y N EX us

389 Cumberland 1864-1866 Allen Y Merchant Unk 1,000 Unk Unk NU us
1866-1869 Atwater Y Merchant 3,500 1,000 Unk Unk NU us
1870-1880s Righter Y Merchant 5000 Unk Y N NU us

391 Cumberland 1862-1892 Hopkins Y Merchant 40,000 Unk Y N NU us

393 Cumberland 1864-1870 Elmendorf Y Merchant 5000 Unk Y N NU us
1870-1895 Sutton Y Broker/Clerk 5,000 Unk Y Y EX us

395 Cumberland 1870-1880s Morris N Bookkeeper 0 Unk Y Y NU us

442 Carlton 1857-1880s Holberton Y Widow 4,500 20,000* Y Y EX FR

444 Carlton 1857-1860s McGuire, Geo. Y Japaner 4,000 2,000 Y Y NU Us
1860s-1875 McGuire, Mary Y Widow " 8,000 800 Y N WID US

446 Carlton 1855-1868 Powell Y Sales Clerk 3,500 3,000 N N NU us

i 1869-1905 Rented To Various Tenants
\0 448 Carlton 1854-1863 Gray Y Clothier 4500 2,000 Y N NU us

1863-1866 Goff Y Merchant 2,500 Unk Unk Unk Unk Unk
1866-1870 Unknown N
1870-1870s Moore Y Agent 8,000 1,000 Y N NU Us

450 Carlton 1860s Joiluon N Engineer 0 2,000 Y NA NU Us
1860s Vale N Merchant 0 2,500 Y NA NU us
1860s Wood N Broker 0 1,500 Y NA S Us
1860s Douglas N Jeweler 0 3,000 Y NA 5 us
1869-1915 Draper Y Bookkeeper 16,000 1,000 Y Y EX Us

452 Carlton 1860-1864 Uffendilt Y Salesman 3,400 1,500 N N NU ENG/US
1864-1892 Rented To Various Tenants '

KEY: * = Estate estimated at $20,000 in 1860 and only $800-in 1870

Own = Property Owner Fam = Family type NU = Nuclear family US = United States

Real = Value of real property Nation = Nation bornin  EX = Extended family FR = France

Personal = Value of personal property Y = Yes WID = Widow ENG = England

Ser = Empoyed servants N=No S = Single male GERM = Germany

Brds = Boarders present Unk = Unknown NA = Not applicable Occupation = Occupation of household head



3. EXPLORATORY TESTING

3.1 Introduction

In the spring of 1994, bottle hunters' unlawful excavations on the northern portion of Block 2006
uncovered intact cisterns and privies dating to the mid-nineteenth century. This unauthorized “pot
hunting” led the New York City Landmarks Commission to re-evaluate the potential for
archeological resources within the Atlantic Terminal Urban Redevelopment Area and ultimately to
archeological exploratory testing conducted by JMA between October 16, 1995 and October 27,
1995. This chapter discusses the methods and results of the exploratory testing.

3.2 Field Methods

Initial testing targeted the likely locations of privies and cisterns within 12 properties along
Cumberland Street and Carlton Avenue. The properties were plotted on the ground in relation to
the still-standing structure at 187 South Oxford Street. This structure, now used as a tennis club,
stands on a property whose boundaries have not changed since 1860 (Perris 1860). The estimated
property lines within the project area were marked with wooden stakes and tied into a site datum
point located to the north of the site.

Previous excavations in Manhattan and Brooklyn have shown that mid-nineteenth-century
properties often contained a cistern located just behind the house and a privy in the back of the lot
near the property line (Geismar 1993:65). City ordinances stated, however, that the privies could
not be closer than two feet from the property line (Geismar 1992:141). The unauthorized
excavations on the northern portion of Block 2006 uncovered several cisterns approximately five to
ten feet behind the foundations of the nineteenth-century houses, and several privies at the rear of
the historic lots {Yamin et al. 1995:24). JMA, therefore, located its test trenches in similar
locations.

Ten trenches were placed within 12 historic lots (Figure 3.1). Trenches straddled property lines to
maximize the number of lots tested. The trenches were excavated by backhoe, under the direction
of IMA's project archeologist. Shovels and trowels were used to uncover feature outlines once the
backhoe had revealed their presence. All features encountered were drawn and photographed.
Using this method, a total of 3,600 square feet was examined. Four privies, six cisterns, five
postmolds, and three standing walls were identified. These features were assigned a letter from A
through P (Figure 3.1).

Features A, B, E, F, G, I, O and P were partially excavated to date the fill and evaluate the
integnty of the deposits. Fieldworkers excavated pie-shaped cuts within the circular feature walls
by natural strata. Testing was abandoned once the deposits’ age and integrity had been determined.
Most test units were terminated at depths of two to three feet. Soils were removed with trowels
and shovels and screened through 1/4 inch hardware mesh. All artifacts, with the exception of
architectural material, were placed in plastic bags labeled with provenience information and sent to
JMA's Philadelphia laboratory for processing. In the laboratory, the artifacts were washed,
labeled, and identified to help date the deposits.

3.3 Results of Exploratory Testing

The test trenches and the features uncovered in them are discussed beiow.
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3.3.1 Trenchl

Trench | was a ten-by-four-foot backhoe excavation oriented north-south along the back property
line between 442 Carlton Ave and 383 Cumberland St. Although the trench was excavated to a
depth of eight feet, only twentieth-century rubble and fill were encountered. Any nineteenth-
century features in this location had apparently been destroyed by later activities.

3.3.2 Trench 2

Trench 2 was a 20-foot-long backhoe-excavated unit straddling the property line between 444
Carlton and 385 and 387 Cumberland designed to locate privies associated with these properties.
The trench was originally five feet wide, but the middle was expanded to eleven feet to obtain a
better view of the deposits. In total, Trench 2 covered 175 square feet. In the western half of the
trench, an olive-brown silty subsoil underlaid approximately three feet of twentieth-century
architectural rubble and trash. No nineteenth-century deposits were located in this subsoil. The
eastern half of the trench was excavated to a depth of 7.3 feet, revealing another deposit of
twentieth-century architectural rubble and trash. No nineteenth-century features were present.

3.3.3 Trench 3

Trench 3 was a backhoe-excavated quadrilateral trench with sides measuring 20, 19, 15 and 12
feet located along the property line between 393 Cumberland and 452 Carlton. The trench also
extended into 450 Carlton and 391 Cumberland. Excavations revealed approximately four feet of
twentieth-century debris above an olive-brown silty subsoil. The remains of a tree and a
concentration of cinders were encountered within this olive-brown subsoil. The tree, which
consisted of a stump with attached roots that penetrated two or three feet into the olive-brown silt,
identified this stratum as the subsoil underlying the ground surface present when the houses were
demolished in the early 1960s.

Hand excavation of the area around the cinders revealed a circle of stones and white granite
ceramic sherds. The circle, interpreted as a privy, was labeled Feature A (Figure 3.2, Plate 3.1).
Feature A was tested by excavating a one-by-two-foot unit in the northern side of the feature. The
testing revealed a single stratum of olive-brown sandy silt which contained small numbers of
nineteenth-century artifacts including ceramics, a toothbrush handle, fragments of a porcelain doll,
and doll-sized ceramics. Among the ceramics was a white granite ceramic sherd bearing the
Elsmore and Foster mark, which was manufactured only between 1853 and 1871. The test unit
was abandoned at 4.6 feet below the surface because it became too deep to excavate safely.

3.3.4 Trench4

Trench 4 was a 12-by-30-foot backhoe-excavated unit running along the property boundary
between 387 and 389 Cumberland and 446 and 448 Carlton. The trench's stratigraphy was typical
of the site. Below the surface was one to two feet of light-brown loam, probably the remains of the
backdirt from construction on the northemn portion of Block 2006 which was present on the site
before September 1995. Below this stratum were four to five feet of rubble containing artifacts
dating from the mid-twentieth century. This stratum probably represents the destruction of
structures in the 1960s. Below the destruction layer was an olive-brown silty subsoil. Noticeably
absent was the topsoil that should have overlay the olive-brown subsoil. According to Herbert
Siegel, the Director of Brooklyn Planning for HPD (personal communication, QOctober, 1995), the
topsoil, a valuable resource in New York City, probably was carted away before the structures
were demolished in the 1960s.
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Trench 4 contained three features, eventually labeled B, C and D. Feature B was a circle of stones
approximately 6 feet in diameter, which was identified as a privy (Figure 3.3, Plate 3.2). A pie-
shaped test unit representing approximately 1/8th of the feature was excavated in the northeast
section of the feature. In the first .8 feet, the excavators uncovered a stratum of olive-brown silty
sand with few artifacts. Below this were approximately 1.5 feet of cinders and ash. This stratum
contained white granite ceramic sherds, including one bearing a partial registration mark dating
between 1852 and 1882, and bottles dating to the nineteenth century. The test unit was terminated
at 2.3 feet below the surface because it became too narrow to excavate safely.

Feature C was a semi-circle of stones with a six foot diameter, located approximately 20 feet north
of Feature B. Although the northern part of Feature C was not defined during the exploratory
testing, the similarities with Features A and B suggested that it too was a privy. Because the
northern half of the feature could not be defined, Feature C was thought to be disturbed and was
not tested.

A north-south running brick wall exposed in the eastemn profile of Trench 4 was labeled Feature D
(Plate 3.3). Thirtecen feet of this three-course-thick wall were uncovered. The width of the wall
and its location along the boundary line between properties facing Cumberland Street and Carlton
Avenue suggest that it marked the property line. Broadsides advertising area real-estate show that
properties in the vicinity were commonly surrounded by low walls or fences (Cole 1853; Nicolay
1853). Feature D was used to refine the property boundary between lots on Cumberland Street
and Carlton Avenue. No attempt was made to locate a builder's trench, but ceramics recovered
near the wall included sherds of white granite, hardpaste porcelain, and flowblue decorated
whiteware.

3.3.5 Trench §

Trench 5 was a 35-by-7-foot backhoe-excavated unit running behind the house foundations of 389,
391, and 393 Cumberland Street. It was hoped that this trench would uncover the cisterns
associated with these properties; however, no nineteenth-century features were identified. The
excavations revealed the usual three stratigraphic levels: a two to three-foot-thick layer of yellow-
brown silt, three to four feet of architectural rubble with mid-twentieth-century artifacts, and an
olive-brown sterile silty-sand subsoil. Trench 5 was excavated to a depth of 11.5 feet below the
surface. A brick foundation wall was uncovered in the western profile of the southern portion of
the trench. Importantly, the northern comer of the foundation was identified. The wall's location
suggests that it was the remains of an addition to 393 Cumberland Street, built between 1869 and
1886 (Dripps 1869; Robinson and Pidgeon 1886). As the 1887 Sanborn Atlas depicts this addition
taking up the entire width of the property, the identification of this structure helped locate the east-
west property boundaries of the Cumberland Street properties.

3.3.6 Trenché

Because no cisterns were found in Trench 3, Trench 6 was dug along an east-west axis on the 395
Cumberland Street property to determine how far the cisterns were from the backs of the house
foundations. This backhoe-excavated trench measured 8-by-30 feet. The excavation revealed that
the property had been disturbed by twentieth-century construction. In the westem portion of the
trench, a concrete basement was uncovered approximately eight feet below the surface (Plate 3.4).
Below the basement floor was the olive-brown subsoil, with no evidence of nineteenth-century
intrusions. At the eastern end of the trench a concrete foundation wall was uncovered. Underlying
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this twentieth-century wall was the culturally sterile olive-brown subsoil. It was concluded that the
cistern servicing 395 Cumberland had been destroyed by twentieth-century construction.

3.3.7 Trench7

Trench 7 was a roughly 20-by-20 foot backhoe-excavated unit that followed the back of the
foundation of 442 Carlton Ave. Five feet below the surface, a brick cistern was uncovered. This
cistern was labeled Feature E (Figure 3.6). The eastern half of Feature E had been disturbed,
making it impossible to define that side of the feature. A pie-shaped test unit, covering
approximately 1/6th of the feature, was placed adjacent to the west wall of the cistern. After .5
feet of twentieth-century rubble was cleared off the feature, excavators reached a stratum of
cinders and ash containing nineteenth-century artifacts. Sixty-four ceramic sherds, representing a
minimum of 21 vessels, were found in this rich deposit. Ceramics included white granite,
European porcelains, and bone china. Marked vessels from T & R Boote Ltd. (1842-1867),
Davenport (1795-1860), and Barrow & Co. (1853-1856) dated the deposit to the mid-nineteenth
century. Testing was abandoned after excavating two feet of this cinder stratum because it had
been determined that the cistern was filled in the mid-nineteenth century.

3.3.8 Trench 8

Trench 8 was a 10-by-95 foot backhoe-excavated unit that ran parallel to the backs of the house
foundations at 444, 446, 448, 450, and into 452 Cariton Avenue. The northern edge of Trench 8
abutted Trench 7, with no balk being left between the trenches. Three cisterns were uncovered in
Trench 8. They were labeled Features F, G, and H.

Feature F was a brick cistern with a 6.6 foot diameter located on 444 Carlton Avenue (Figure 3.4).
It was 20 feet south of Feature E. A pie-shaped test unit with two-foot-long sides was cut into
Feature F's southeast quadrant. After clearing .3 feet of twentieth-century debris off the top of the
cistern's fill, excavators found a one foot stratum of brick rubble, underlain by a .6 foot stratum of
cinder, ash, and light-brown sand. This last stratum contained white granite ceramic vessels. The
test excavation was terminated at 1.9 feet because it was determined that the cistern contained
undisturbed nineteenth-century deposits.

Feature G was a brick cistern with a diameter of seven feet located 45 feet south of Feature F on
the property of 448 Carlton (Figure 3.5). A pie-shaped test unit with two-foot-long sides was cut
into the feature's southwest quadrant. Excavators removed approximately two feet of dark-brown
sandy matrix with pockets of coal and cinders. Within this stratum were white granite and
European porcelain sherds, a bone toothbrush handle, a bone domino, and other more mundane
artifacts. These artifacts suggested that the cistern was undisturbed and was filled in the mid-
nineteenth century.

Twenty-six feet south of Feature G another brick cistern was encountered on the property of 450
Cariton Avenue. This 6.5 foot in diameter cistern was labeled Feature H (Figure 3.6, Plate 3.5).
The brick dome, which originally covered the cistern, was still present in the southern half of the
feature. The feature was not tested during the exploratory testing because the presence of the dome
suggested that Feature H was undisturbed.
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3.3.9 Trench 9

Trench 9 was a quadrangular trench with sides of 22, 8, 11, and 23 feet covering the width of the
backlot of 448 Carlton Ave and extending slightly into the 450 Carlton property. Trench 9
intersected and ran paraliel to Trench 4. There was no balk between the two trenches. Six
features. labeled 1 through N, were uncovered in Trench 9. Feature I was a difficult-to-define
stone-lined privy roughly six feet in diameter (Figure 3.7). Therefore, instead of placing a small
test unit within the privy, the entire feature was excavated to a depth of two feet. Excavators
encountered a fill of yellowish-brown silt with small concentrations of cinder.

Features J, K, L, M, and N were a cluster of small post molds discovered five feet southwest of
Feature . The post molds formed no discernible pattern, and the purposes for the posts associated
with the features are unknown.

3.3.10 Trench 10

Trench 10 was a 55-foot-long trench along the back of the foundations of 385, 387, and 389
Cumberland Street. This backhoe-excavated unit, which varied in width from 5 to 16 feet, was
intended to locate cisterns associated with the Cumberland Street properties. Within the property
boundaries of 385 Cumberland in the northern part of the trench, a two-foot-wide, east-west
rnunning, concrete foundation wall was uncovered at seven feet below the surface. This was
probably the foundation for the large brick building depicted on the 1943 Sanborn map.

A brick cistern was found twenty feet south of the foundation wall on the property of 387
Cumberland. This cistern, labeled Feature O, had a diameter of 5 feet (Figure 3.8). A brick dome
was not present. A pie-shaped test unit with 1.5 foot long sides was cut into Feature O's western
side. After removing .7 feet of twentieth-century rubble, excavators encountered a foot thick
stratum of olive-brown sand which contained large quantities of bricks. These bricks may have
been the remains of a domed cistern cover. Artifacts recovered from this unit included white
granite and Rockingham ceramic sherds, and a bottle embossed "Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrup
Curtis & Perkins Proprietors” which dates from 1849 to 1880. Below this stratum was a layer of
cinder and ash which was not excavated.

Twelve feet south of Feature O, on the property of 389 Cumberland, the backhoe uncovered a
concentration of cinder containing mid-nineteenth-century artifacts. This concentration was
labeled Feature P (Figure 3.13). Trench 10's western profile revealed the remains of a convex wall
of bricks through which a modem brick foundation wall intruded. It is likely that Feature P
represents the fill of a cistern that' was destroyed during the building of a twentieth-century
structure, Feature P was not formally tested, but visible artifacts within the cinder scatter were
collected.

3.4 Summary

In sum, JMA’s exploratory trenching identified two disturbed and four undisturbed cisterns, four
privies, and five post-holes. Based on the integrity and dates of the deposits within them, four
cisterns (Features F, G, H, and O) and two privies (Features A and B), along with an alternative
privy (Feature C), were recommended for data recovery. In an on-site meeting held on October 26,
1995, attended by representatives of the Department of Housing Preservation and Development of
New York City, the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission, the Hudson Companies,
Inc., and JMA, it was agreed that JMA would proceed with data recovery on the six recommended

34



features and alternative unit (if time and funds allowed). It was also agreed that the data recovery
would commence on November 30, 1995.
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4. DATA RECOVERY

4.1 Introduction

The data recovery commenced on October 30, 1995, and lasted until December 1, 1995. During
the five weeks, JMA fully excavated seven shaft features and located and sampled an additional
three features (Figure 4.1).

4.2 Data Recovery Field Methods

Features were excavated by natural stratigraphy and recorded as distinct catalog numbers. Each
feature was bisected and the first half was excavated to a depth of five feet. At this point, the
profile was drawn and photographed. Then, the remaining half was excavated to an identical depth
and the entire feature was photographed. As the privies were approximately nine feet deep, a
special excavation strategy was employed for these features at the Atlantic Terminal site. To avoid
the possible hazardous consequences of excavating these deep unshored shafts, the stone lining of
the already-excavated first five feet and the surrounding earth were removed by backhoe. Then the
entire trench was excavated to this grade and the trench’s walls were stepped in accordance with
OSHA standards. During this process, three additional features were located. These features will
be described later in the chapter. Once the trench was leveled off to the new grade, excavation of
the feature continued. The feature was bisected again and excavated by stratigraphic level until
sterile soil was reached. As a rule, excavations continued slightly below the bottom course of
rocks or bricks. The profile was drawn and photographed and the remaining half was excavated.
Finally, the fully excavated feature was photographed.

All features were excavated by stratigraphic level with trowels and shovels. Soils were passed
through 1/4 inch hardware mesh to ensure uniform recovery of artifacts. The artifacts were placed
in plastic bags labeled with provenience information and sent to JMA's Philadelphia laboratory for
processing and analysis. Most architectural material, such as nails, window glass, and brick, were
not retained because of their great abundance and because they could not provide information
beyond what is known from documentary sources. Exceptional architectural items, such as
decorated plaster and ornate door knobs, however, were saved. Shell was discarded after weighing,
and terra cotta flower pots were discarded after the minimum number of vessels and their base
diameters had been recorded. Soil samples were taken from deposits that appeared to contain a
high percentage of organic material.

4.3 Excavated Feature Descriptions

4.3.1 Feature A

Feature A was a stone-lined privy, four feet in diameter and eight feet deep, on the property of 393
Cumberland Street (Figures 4.2). The uppermost 5.5 feet of the privy's shaft were filled with a
dark-yellow silty sand (Catalog Numbers 103, 106, 200, 201, 202 and 203) similar to the sub-soil
found at the site. The fill contained few artifacts or rocks and was probably deposited as a single
episode to fill in the open privy shaft. Ceramic cross-mends between this straturn and lower strata
suggest that this fill was taken from the lot. An Indian head penny dated 1864 found in the fill
provides the TPQ for the privy's abandonment and filling. Below the homogeneous fill, five
distinct artifact-bearing strata were identified. The first three strata, uncovered between 5.5 feet
and 6.7 feet below the surface, consisted of brown to dark-grayish brown silt (Catalog Numbers
221, 223, 235 and 236). These strata yielded large numbers of artifacts, including many whole
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bottles and ceramics. The high artifact yield, combined with the presence of dark brown soil.
suggests that these strata represent the final uses of the privy. Once 393 Cumberland Street was
connected to the sewer system, its inhabitants apparently abandoned the privy without cleaning it
out, tossed in the current garbage, and filled the shaft with the dark-yellow silty sand described
above.

Below the three sirata with high artifact densities were two strata of brown silty sand with fewer
artifacts (Catalog Numbers 224, 225, 237 and 238). These strata, located between 6.7 feet and 7.9
feet below the surface, contained pockets of coarse sand intermixed with pockets of greenish-gray
silt. These strata probably represent the remains of in-use privy fill which has had at least several
cleanings. To clean a mid-nineteenth century privy, fecal deposits were removed either with
buckets or with a newly invented mechanical device, and sand or lime was thrown down the shaft
as a deodorant (Geismar 1992, 1993). The pockets of greenish-gray silt, which are most likely
fecal deposits missed in the cleaning process, and the pockets of coarse sand present in the lower
strata of Feature A, suggest that the inhabitants of 393 Cumberland Street followed the common
methods for cleaning privies. The low density of artifacts, and especially the paucity of intact
bottle and ceramics, also support the hypothesis that these strata represent cleaning episodes.
Below the strata associated with the privy deposits and below the rock-lined shaft was a stratum of
yellow-brown silty clay with gravel (Catalog Number 239). A small test unit was excavated 1.5
feet into this stratum but no cultural material was encountered.

Ceramic cross-mends between the in-use privy deposits and the fill suggest that Feature A was
filled soon after its abandonment, Therefore, the artifacts recovered from Feature A are considered
as coming from a single deposition. The most reliable method for dating an archeological feature
is to identify the recovered artifact with the most recent date of manufacture. This date is known
as the rerminus post guem (TPQ). Logic dictates that all deposits associated with, or overlying,
this artifact must date to after the TPQ. For example, if a specific type of ceramic, first
manufactured in 1860, was recovered from the bottom of a privy, then it follows that all of the
deposits in the privy date to 1860 or later. In Feature A, as noted earlier, an Indian head penny
bearing an 1864 date provided a TPQ for the filling of the privy. )

Another useful, but not as reliable, method for dating a feature is to calculate its mean ceramic date
(MCD). This formula was devised to show the mean date of manufacture for all the ceramics
recovered from a specific location. In theory, the mean date of manufacture should correspond to
the mean date for a feature’s use; however, in practice the calculation only provides a rough
estimate of when a feature was used. Feature A's mean ceramic date (MCD), based on 79
identifiable vessels, is 1870. As no artifacts below the upper-most level have a known beginning
date of manufacture after 1864, this MCD seems too late for the feature. The late date is
undoubtedly a product of the large numbers of white granites, whitewares, and European
porcelains found in the assemblage. Because these ceramics were still manufactured into the mid-
twentieth century, their mean date of manufacture is too recent to be useful for dating features at
the Atlantic Terminal Site. To overcome this problem, mean ceramic dates were calculated by
using only vessels which have a range of manufacture of 50 years or less. Although this method
greatly reduces the sample size of analyzed vessels, it does provide a more accurate MCD. Using
this method the mean ceramic date for Feature A is [860. This was based on 12 vessels.

The TPQ of 1864 and the lack of artifacts dating to after 1870 suggests that the assemblage
belonged to the household of John Elmendorf, who lived on the property from 1864 to 1869. This
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is further supported by the presence of dolls and toy ceramics; Elmendorf had at least one
daughter, while the subsequent resident, Eugene Sutton, had no small children.

4.3.2 Feature B

Feature B was a 9-foot-deep, stone-lined privy on the 389 Cumberland Street property (Figure 4.3,
Plate 4.1). Its width varied from 6 feet at the top to 4.4 feet at its bottom. The uppermost level of
fill consisted of up to .8 feet of olive-brown silty loam (Catalog Numbers 100, 212 and 215). As
this soil 1s similar to the natural soils found throughout the site, it was probably placed on the top
of the filled privy to help it blend into the surrounding landscape. Below this top stratum were
almost seven feet of cinders and ash (Catalog Numbers 101, 102, 103, 104, 213, 214, 216, 227.
234, 228, 256). Based on gradations in the cinders' texture, this deposit was divided into four
strata; however, ceramic cross-mends suggest that the observable strata may have resulted from the
downward filtering of finer cinders rather than different filling episodes. By the mid-nineteenth
century, most middle-class families in Brocklyn owned coal bumning furnaces which needed to be
cleaned out each morning (Lockwood 1972:189). As it was probably expensive to have the waste
carted away and socially unacceptable to litter one’s suburban back yard with household debris
(Stilgoe 1988:214; Holtz and Cassell 1996), the owners' seem to have used their abandoned privy
shaft as a receptacle for furnace wastes. Within the cinder deposits, small pockets of brown loam
with faunal remains and kitchen-related artifacts suggest that the owners' also used the open shafts
to dump their household garbage.

Below the cinders were the remains of in-use privy deposits. This stratum (Catalog Numbers 229,
257 and 258) consisted of approximately one foot of dark yellowish-brown rich soil with large
numbers of rocks and artifacts. Many of the artifacts were unbroken. The bottom of this stratum
was compact and contained charcoal flecks and shell fragments. Below the privy deposit was a
stratum of yellowish-brown silty sand. Although a few artifacts were present near the top of this
stratum, it soon became sterile. The base of the privy's rock-lining was reached approximately .2
feet into this stratum. Excavators continued for another .7 feet to ensure that no cultural deposits
underlay this stratum,

An Indian head penny dated 1864 provides the TPQ for the abandonment and filling of the feature.
The mean ceramic date, calculated from nine vessels which had manufacturing ranges of 50 years
or less, is 1863. Ceramic cross-mends from nearly all strata suggest that Feature B probably was
filled over a short period of time. Therefore, the artifacts were treated as a single assemblage. The
1864 TPQ suggests that the assemblage could have been deposited by one of three households, that
is, headed either by William Allen (1861-1866}, John Atwater (1867-1869), or Charles Righter
(1870- circa 1885). As in Feature A, the presence of at least three different dolls and three toy
ceramic vessels provides a clue to the depositors of the assemblage. During the time they lived in
the house, Allen had three sons and no daughters, Atwater had two pre-adolescent daughters, and
Righter had a daughter who was born in 1869. Since all the artifacts in the assemblage date before
1869, and infants are unlikely to be given small porcelain dolls as toys, the dolis most likely
belonged to Mary and Elsie Atwater. Therefore, it is likely that the entire assemblage from Feature
B came from the Atwater household.

4.3.3 Feature C

Feature C, located on the 387 Cumberland Street property, was a stone-lined privy measuring
approximately 4.5 feet in diameter and 8.5 feet deep (Figures 4.4 and 4.5). After removing the
disturbed top level (Catalog Numbers 262 and 278), Feature C contained six strata. The
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uppermost stratum (Catalog Numbers 263 and 279) consisted of approximately a foot of dark
yellowish-brown silt. This deposit was similar to the sub-soil found throughout the site, and
probably represents an effort to blend the backfilled privy with the rest of the backyard. Included
in this level was an Indian head penny dated 1863, which provides the strongest TPQ for the
feature. Below the silt was approximately one foot of coarse cinder and ash (Catalog Numbers
264 and 280). This, and the subsequent 2.5 foot stratum of finer cinder and ash (Catalog Numbers
265 and 281), was probably furnace refuse. Within this stratum a porcelain doll's head and arm
were found. Although an exact beginning date of manufacture cannot be established for the doll,
the style of its face and hair is indicative of dolls from the late-1860s and 1870s (Fawcet
1947:40).

Within the lower cinder and ash stratum was an inclusion of dark-brown yellowish silt with large
numbers of whole bricks. The bricks' haphazard positions suggest that they were dumped in the
privy as refuse. No domestic antifacts were found in this inclusion. Beneath the cinder strata was
a lens of yellow-brown silt (Catalog Number 282), followed by approximately a foot of light
grayish-brown silt {Catalog Numbers 283 and 276). The clumps of fine olive soil with small seeds
in the latter stratum probably represent feces. The presence of feces, as well as numerous whole
artifacts, including chamber pots with soil inside, strongly suggest that this stratum is the remains
of the feature's final use as a privy before it was abandoned and filled.

Another two feet of light-brown sand with inclusions of fine olive silt with small seeds (Catalog
Numbers 284, 277, 288) were found below the privy deposit. This stratum probably represents
multiple feces deposits which, following the custom of the day, were partially removed during
privy cleanings and covered with “clean” sand to reduce the privy's odor. Few artifacts came from
this stratum, but of those recovered most were small ceramic or glass sherds whose decoration did
not match other sherds in the feature. These ceramic sherds included delft and various transfer
printed whitewares. They may be the remains of vessels discarded into the privy and later removed
during the privy's cleanings, but it is more likely that they were deposited along with the sand fill
used to decdorize the privy. Excavations in Feature C ceased when a stratum of orange-brown
gravelly silt was encountered a few inches below the bottom of the privy's rock lining.

Ceramic and glass sherds cross-mend from nearly all of the feature's strata. Thus, the assemblage
from Feature C is considered a single deposit. The mean ceramic date, calculated from 15 vessels
which had manufacturing ranges of 50 years or less, is 1858.5. The 1863 penny provides the
feature's strongest TPQ, but a porcelain doll of a style common in the late-1860s and 1870s
suggests that the feature was probably filled closer to 1870. Therefore, the assemblage was
probably deposited by the household of Aaron Bates, who lived in the house from 1865 to 1885.

4.3.4 Feature F

Feature F was a brick-lined cistern, measuring approximately six feet in diameter, on the 444
Carlton Avenue property (Figure 4.6). Excavations revealed that Feature F was 5.5 deep with a
mortar lining and a mortared bottom. Near the cistern's bottom a large (two-by-two foot) hole had
been broken through each side (Plate 4.2). The mortared floor was also broken into small pieces.
After homes were connected to sewers, nineteenth-century New Yorkers commonly broke their
cisterns’ lining so they could drain (Griscom 1845:52; Howson 1987:88-93). In her study of
nineteenth-century health and hygiene in New York City, Jean Howson (1987:88-93) noted that
sometimes these broken cisterns were left open to act as dry wells. At Atlantic Terminal, however,
the cisterns were used to dispose of garbage.
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After removing half a foot of disturbed brown siit and brick rubble believed to be the remains of
the cistern's brick top (Catalog Numbers 217 and 219), excavators encountered a rectangular box-
like slate feature (Plate 4.3 and 4.4). The feature was constructed with four 1.5 foot-square pieces
of slate which fitted together with tongue and grooves. Although there is no prototype for this
feature, an obvious interpretation is that it was the entryway into the top of the cistern by which
water entered and was removed. Roughly .6 feet of vellowish brown silt (Catalog Numbers 218
and 240) and a number of bricks surrounded the feature. These bricks were probably the remains
of the cistern's domed top which surrounded the slate box before it collapsed into the feature.
Approximately two feet of cinder and ash (Catalog Numbers 230 and 241) containing a variety of
whole bottles and ceramic vessels, including a child's alphabet plate, lay below the slate box.

A band of coal and charcoal {Catalog Number 242), ranging between .1 and one foot in thickness,
separated the first stratum of cinder from a second. The lower stratum of cinder and ash {Catalog
Numbers 231 and 243) varied between .7 feet and 2.4 feet thick. It contained many glass and
ceramic vessels. Underlying the cinders and ash was approximately one foot of brown silty-sand
(Catalog Numbers 232 and 247) which rested on the cistern's mortared bottom. Few artifacts were
found in this final stratum.

Glass and ceramic cross-mends between all levels except the lowest suggest that the feature was
filled over a relatively short time period by a single household. The mean ceramic date, calculated
from five vessels which had manufacturing ranges of 50 years or less, is 1862, while a distinctive
pipe bowl, typical of pipes manufactured around 1870, provides a TPQ of about 1870 for Feature
F (Akinson 1964:73). As the household first headed by George McGuire and later by his widow
Mary occupied 444 Carlton Ave from 1857 to 18735, it is very likely that the assemblage from
Feature F was deposited by the McGuire household.

4.3.5 Feature G

Feature G was a brick cistern, approximately eight feet in diameter and six feet deep, located at
448 Carlton Ave (Figure 4.7). The cistern was lined with mortar and had a mortared bottom which
had been broken into small pieces. The uppermost stratum consisted of .3 to .5 feet of dark
yellowish-brown silty loam with pockets of coal, charcoal, and cinders (Catalog Numbers 131,
204, 209). A transfer-printed saucer with a registration mark of 1883 provides the TPQ for this
stratum, but not for the feature as a whole. Beneath this opening level was a stratum of dark
yellowish-brown sandy silt varying in depth between one foot and 1.5 feet (Catalog Numbers 205,
210). Included in this stratum was an embossed mineral water bottle typical of those produced
between 1852 and 1866. Directly underlying the sandy silt was one to two feet of cinders with an
inclusion of pale-brown sand (Catalog Numbers 206, 207). A thin (.I -.2 foot) band of very-dark
grayish-brown silty loam separated this upper cinder stratum from a lower cinder level (Catalog
Numbers 208, 211, 222, 275). A molded white granite plate with an 1858 registration mark
provides a TPQ for this level and for the feature.

This lower cinder level contained large numbers of rocks, including several that were too large to
remove. The remains of a mortared floor which had been broken into small pieces lay below the
cinders. Most of the rocks were above this floor, but several larger ones continued into the subsoil
beneath the mortared floor. These particular rocks had a layer of mortar over their tops,
suggesting that they were in place before the cistern was built and that the builders, finding them
difficult o move, incorporated them into the cistern's floor. Below the mortared floor was a
subsoil of yellowish-brown sterile clay.
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Ceramic and glass cross-mends between the majority of levels suggest that the assemblage was
deposited by the same household. Discounting artifacts found in the disturbed upper-most level, a
white granite plate bearing an 1858 registration mark, found in Catalogue Numbers 208, 211 and
275, provides a TPQ of 1858. The mean ceramic date, calculated from six vessels which had
manufacturing ranges of 50 years or less, is 1861. Three households could have deposited the
assemblage. The possible depositors were households headed by Abraham Gray (1855-1863),
Monimer Goff (1863-1870), and Ezra Lewis Moore (1870-1879). The absence of any datable
artifact after 1858 suggests that the assemblage was probably deposited by Gray or Goff rather
than Moore, but this cannot be confirmed. Ceramic cross-mends between Feature G and Feature [
(also on 448 Carlton) suggest that the same household filled both of these features. As Feature [
has a TPQ of 1865, it is likely that the assemblages in both Features [ and G belonged to the Goff
household.

4.3.6 Feature H

Feature H was a brick cistern, approximately 7 feet in diameter and 8 feet deep, located on the 450
Carlton Avenue property (Figure 4.8). When Feature H was uncovered during the exploratory
testing, its brick domed cover remained mostly intact (Plate 3.5). As part of the data recovery a
detailed measured drawing was made of the dome before it was dismantled and the fill within the
cistern was excavated. Like the other cisterns excavated at Atlantic Terminal, Feature H had a
mortar lining and a mortar floor which had been purposely broken into small pieces. Three
rectangular narrow holes (measuring approximately .2 by .3 feet) on the south side of the feature
protruded deeply into the subsoil (Plate 4.5). The cause of the holes is unknown, but they are
probably associated with the cistern’s construction or the breaking of its bottom. Not including the
upper-most stratum (Catalog Numbers 244 and 271), which consisted of the brick dome and the
disturbed surrounding soils, Feature H contained two distinctly different deposits. The most recent
deposit, consisting of strata three through five, dated to the turn of the twentieth century, while the
earlier deposit, strata six and seven, appeared to date to the 1860s.

The first stratum below the disturbed top level consisted of approximately a foot of dark-gray silty
sand with a large quantity of rubble including brick, mortar, and paving stones (Catalog Numbers
245 and 272). A maker's mark on a tea pot made by Mercer Pottery Co. provides this stratum
with a TPQ of 1900 (Debolt 1994:97). This turn-of-the-century date is supported by three
porcelain lightening stoppers bearing the patent date of February 7, 1893. A lens of black silty-
sand separated this level from the underlying stratum of very-dark grayish-brown loamy sand
(Catalog Numbers 246, 270, 273, 274, 289). This loamy-sand stratum was approximately three
feet deep and contained numerous flower pot fragments. In all, 873 bases were counted and
measured. A maker's mark from Labelle China gives this stratum a TPQ of 1893 (Debolt
1994:161), although ceramics produced in the 1850s and 1860s were also present.

Lenses of black coal and gray loamy sand separated, but did not seal, the upper deposit from an
older deposit. The first stratum in the older deposit consisted of approximately two feet of cinder
and ash (Catalog Numbers 285, 290). A glass sherd embossed "Patd Aug 5th 1863 / W.W.
Lyman / 20 / 1864" provides a TPQ of 1864 for this stratum. The stratum also contained ceramics
common in the late-1850s and 1860s. Ceramics found among the cinder cross-mended with
ceramics found in the lower part of the previous stratum of very-dark grayish-brown loamy sand
(Catalog Numbers 270, 274, 289), but no flowerpot fragments were found in this lower level.
Beneath the cinders was about a foot of yellowish-brown silty sand (Catalog Numbers 286, 291)
which directly overlay the cistern's mortared bottom. Few artifacts were found in this stratum.
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Below the mortared bottom was a stratum of very-dark gray loamy sand (Catalog Number 287)
which was culturally sterile except for a few small brick fragments and a small sherd of whiteware.

As Jacob and Julia Draper lived at the address from the late-1860s into the twentieth century, the
later deposit probably stems from their household. The earlier assemblage cannot be positively
ascribed to a single household. It could either belong to the Drapers, or to one of the tenants who
occupied the property in the early-1860s. The large number of dollhouse ceramics and children's
tea sets found in the lower strata (12 minimum vessels) suggest that the depositing household had
children, and probably a girl. As the 1860 Federal Census lists seven children (individuals under
16-years-old) among the house's 12 tenants, and later censuses suggest that the Drapers had no
children, it is likely that the earlier deposit belonged to a tenant. Yet, the presence of ten toy
ceramic vessels and parts of five dolls in the upper deposit suggests that children may have been
part of the Draper's household after all.

Although there were ceramic cross-mends between the earlier-dating cinder deposit and the stramm
of silty sand immediately above it, there were no mends between the cinder level and higher strata.
This suggests that Feature H did contain two distinct deposits and an intermediate zone which
contained artifacts from both. The reasons behind this depositional pattern are unknown. It is
passible that after the cinders were deposited about 1860, the cistern was left open until the turn-
of-the-century; however, this seems unlikely as it would have left a deep open hole just behind the
house. The large number of broken flower pots and the rich brown soil suggests that the later
deposits may have been associated with gardening. It is possible that this upper deposit may
represent a compost pile, or at least a holding place for potting soil. If this is the case, one of two
scenarios explains the depositional pattern. Perhaps, after the cinders were deposited circa 1860,
the Drapers started using the remaining half for storing compost. As garbage decomposed, soil
was removed and used in gardening. This on-going process would explain the presence of ceramic
sherds from the late-1850s through the 1890s within the same stratum. An alternative explanation
1s that the entire cistern was filled circa 1860, and later dug out to create a space for compost or
storage for potting soil. Unfortunately, no evidence survives for privileging one hypothesis over
the other. ’

4.3.7 Feature O

Feature O was a brick cistern, approximately five feet in diameter and seven feet deep, located on
the 387 Cumberland Street property (Figure 4.9). Like the other cisterns excavated at the Atlantic
Terminal site, Feature O had a mortar lining and bottom which had been broken open to allow
water to drain. Once a top level of disturbed very-dark gray silt (Catalog Numbers 122, 248, 252)
had been removed, the uppermost level of fill consisted of approximately one foot of dark
yellowish-brown silt (Catalog Numbers 123, 249, 253). A fragment of a porcelain doll's leg, found
in this stratum, appeared to be part of a doll's leg found in Feature C (Catalog Number 280).
Beneath this soil level was a two to three foot thick stratum of cinder and ash (Catalog Numbers
250, 254) which contained a number of white granite vessels. Ceramic sherds from this stratum
mend with sherds found in Catalog Numbers 276 and 282 from Feature C. Below the cinder was a
stratum of dark yellowish-brown silt with large quantities of brick rubble (Catalog Numbers 251,
255). The level varied in depth from 1.5 to 2.5 feet. Included in this level were white granite and
yellowware ceramics, and glass sherds.

Immediately underlying this rubble level was a mound of black tar paper (Catalog Numbers 266,
268). In its center the mound was 1.1 feet thick, but its edges sloped to a thickness of only .3 feet.
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The tar paper seems to have been made by soaking cotton sheets in a tar residue, a process
developed in the late-1840s. Few artifacts were found in this stratum, but a bottle with a two-piece
mold seam half way up the neck provided an 1860 TPQ for the level and feature. Below the tar
paper. and resting on the mortared floor, was a stratum of yellowish-brown sand with a lens of
gray silty clay (Catalog Numbers 267, 269). This level varied in depth from .1 to .5 feet. Most of
the artifacts found in this stratum were recovered from the clay lens. These included several
unidentified bottles.

As noted above, a bottle from one of the lower strata provides a TPQ of 1860 for Feature O. The
mean ceramic date, calculated from five vessels which had manufacturing ranges of 50 years or
less, is 1853. Feature O contained no vertical ceramic cross-mends and only one vertical glass
cross-mend. This may be explained by the general paucity of artifacts recovered from Feature O.
Cross-mends did occur, however, between strata from Feature O and Feature C, suggesting that
the two features were filled about the same time and the deposits probably belonged to the Bates
household.

4.4 Sampled Features

During data recovery, backhoe operations uncovered three additional features (Features (3, R, and
S), and disturbed Feature I which had not been included in the data recovery plan. These features
were sampled to provide additional information on site formation processes and consumption
patterns, but they were not stratigraphically excavated. The sampling is briefly described below.

4.4.1 Feature O

Feature Q was a stone-lined privy exposed in profile along the eastern edge of Trench 3 when the
trench was being widened to allow for stepping during the excavation of Feature A. The privy was
on the property of 452 Carlton Avenue. As shown in Figure 4.10, Feature Q was filled primarily
with dark yellowish-brown silty sand containing cinder, ash and coal inclusions. Because the
backhoe operation only revealed the privy's top seven feet, the lower deposits, which usually
contain many intact artifacts and fecal remains, were not exposed. Diagnostic artifacts visible in
the profile were collected and analyzed. These included white granite and flow blue ceramic
sherds, as well as a sherd of "liquid gilded" white granite. This last sherd provides a TPQ of 1870
for the upper portion of Feature Q.

4.4.2 Feature R

Feature R was a large trash pit uncovered when Trench 4 was being enlarged to excavate the lower
strata of Feature B (Figure 4.11). Feature R was located on the 389 Cumberland Street property
approximately 9.5 feet west of the center of Feature B. The trash pit consisted of a series of
cinder, ash, and coal Ienses cutting approximately one foot into the subsoil. The trash pit measured
approximately six feet from north to south. Its east-west measurements are unknown as the feature
was not fully excavated. Diagnostic artifacts visible in the profile and found while the profile was
being cleaned were collected. These artifacts included white granite, porcelain, and whiteware
ceramic sherds totaling 53 minimum vessels.

A pipe bowl recovered from Feature R provides a TPQ of circa 1870. Unfortunately, the
beginning date for this bowl form is not exactly known, but Atkinson (1964:73) describes it as a
form typical around 1870. Sherds from four ceramic vessels found in Feature R cross-mended
with sherds from Feature B. The sherds from two of these vessels were found in Feature B's privy
deposits rather than the fill. This suggests that the privy was open when Feature R was in use. It
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also suggests that at least some. if not all, of the deposits from the two features were associated
with the same household.

4.4.3 Feature §

Feature S was a small trash pit uncovered ten feet south of Feature B during backhoe operations to
widen Trench 4. The pit was oval, approximately 3.6 feet across and 1.5 feet deep. It was filled
primarily with cinder and ash and contained small amounts of ceramic and glass sherds. In an
attempt to define the feature several shovelfuls of cinder were removed and diagnostic artifacts
were collected; however, the feature was not formally excavated. None of the artifacts found in
Feature S provided a reliable TPQ, nor did any of the artifacts cross-mend with ones from other
features. Therefore, while the presence of cinder suggests that this is a nineteenth or early-
twentieth century deposit, this cannot be verified.

444 Featurel

Feature I was tested in the exploratory excavations, but not designated for data recovery.
Nevertheless, when it became obvious that widening Trench 4 to safely excavate feature B would
disturb Feature I, it was decided to sample artifacts from the feature. Consequently, backhoe
operations revealed Feature 1 in profile, and diagnostic artifacts visible in the profile and in the
backhoe’s backdirt pile were collected. Because these artifacts were not excavated stratigraphically
they were assigned a single catalog number (261). A bottle embossed "Van Buskirk's Fragrant
Sozodont” provides a TPQ of 1865 for the feature. Because of the excavation methods,
stratigraphy was not recorded but, similar to the other privies on the site, Feature I was filled with
deposits of dark yellowish-brown silt and cinder. A ceramic cross-mend between Feature 1 and
Catalogue Numbers 208, 211, and 275 of Feature G suggest that the two features were filled about
the same time and the deposits may have been owned by the same household.

4.5 Summary

The excavations show that most of the households on the Atlantic Terminal site back-filled their
privies and cisterns soon after plumbing was installed in their homes. As Brooklyn did not have
public garbage removal at the time, residents took advantage of these deep open holes to dispose of
garbage and furnace waste. This action both filled in the hole and saved inhabitants the cost of
having their garbage hauled away.

Privies, which were periodically cleaned and deodorized with sand while in use, required little
preparation before filling. Fumace debris and household garbage were usually thrown on top of
the last privy deposit. In each of the excavated privies, the top levels of fill consisted of a form of
yellowish-brown silt which blended into the surrounding subsoil. This fill was probably taken
from the houselot because ceramics found in the fill match, and occasionally cross-mend with,
ceramics found in the privy deposits.

Before inhabitants filled in their cisterns, they broke through the mortar lining, thus allowing water
to drain. This practice has been noted throughout the metropolitan area. In 18435, John Griscom
(1845:52), the City Inspector for the New York Board of Health, noted "the rain cisterns being
useless, the bottoms of them have in many instances been taken out and they have been converted
into cesspools into which the refuse matter of the houses is thrown”. At the Atlantic Terminal site
cisterns were filled primarily with furnace refuse, although construction debris and household
garbage were also present. The clearly defined cone-shaped strata, caused by filling the cisterns
through an opening in their domed top, suggest that the fill are primary deposits from the
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household associated with each cistern (Plate 4.6). Ceramic matches and cross-mends between
cisterns and privies within the same lots also suggest that the assemblages came from the lots'
occupants. If the fill was a secondary deposit, carted from another location, then each cistern's
strata would probably be more homogeneous and individual dumping episodes would not be
present. Furthermore, ceramic matches and cross-mends between features on the same property
would be unlikely.

As the fill in both the privies and cisterns is primary refuse associated with the inhabitants of the
respective lots, the recovered artifacts can provide detailed information on middle-class life in
Victorian Brooklyn. The following chapter will describe the material culture recovered from each

property.
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5. MATERIAL CULTURE

5.1 Introduction

The archeological excavations at Atlantic Terminal yielded a large number and array of material
culture. This section will first describe JMA's laboratory methods and then describe the artifacts
recovered in the excavations. This chapter is primarily descriptive. A cultural interpretation of
how the Victorian middie class used material culture as symbols of domesticity will appear in
Chapter 6. In this chapter, material culture will be discussed by the household associated with the
deposits. This section will focus on patterns of material culture and unusual artifacts, but will not
discuss or describe all artifacts found. For a complete inventory of artifacts found on the site see
Appendix III.

5.2 Laboratory Methods

Once excavated, the artifacts were transported from the field to JMA’s Philadelphia laboratory. At
the laboratory, artifacts were washed and marked with provenience information. Bone, metal, and
artifacts smaller then one half inch in diameter were not marked. Trained analysts were assigned to
examine the artifact types. Ceramics and glass were temporarily cross-mended to investigate
deposition processes and identify maiching sets of wares. To be considered a tableware set, an
assemblage must contain at least two different vessel forms in the same pattem (not including
teawares or muffin plates), or at least three matching vessels of the same form. Tea sets were
inferred by the presence of at least one matching saucer/cup and sugar or slop bowl, or multiple
cups and/or saucers of the same pattern.

The mammalian, avian, and piscine remains were identified using comparative collections from the
Anthropology Departments of both New York University and Hunter College, CUNY, and the
Foley Square Laboratory/JMA, Inc., New York. Species and body-part identification were
recorded using Animals, a specialized data-base manager for faunal analysis developed by Douglas
Campana and Pam Crabtree. In addition to taxonomic and body part identification, information on
archeological context, fragmentation, condition, age, butchery and measurements was recorded for
each bone fragment.

After identification, noteworthy artifacts were drawn and photographed. Selected materials, such
as leather, silver, and cloth, were conserved. To aid the analysis and create the artifact inventory,
information on each artifact was entered it into JMA's Database Management System.

5.3 387 Cumberland

A privy (Feature C) and a cistern (Feature O) were excavated on the 387 Cumberland Street
property. An 1863 penny and an 1870s-style doll's head strongly suggest that the Feature C
deposits came from the household of Aaron P. and Sarah Bates. Cross-mending ceramics and doll
parts, as well as matching ceramic decorative patterns, between the two features suggest that the
deposits in Feature O were also associated with the Bates household. Therefore, the artifacts from
both Feature C and O are treated as a single household’s assemblage.

5.3.1 Ceramics

Features C and O contained 123 ceramic vessels consisting of 2% household-related vessels (used
for non-food, non-hygienic related functions), including 27 flower pots; 9 sanitary-related vessels
(relating to hygiene); 77 kitchen-telated vessels; and 8 vessels with unknown functions. Among the
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kitchen-related vessels were 24 tablewares, 23 teawares, 6 serving pieces, 6 storage vessels, 1 food
preparation vessel, 2 vessels with multiple functions, and 15 vessels with unknown functions.
Table 5.1 depicts the functions of the kitchen-related vessels by ware type.

Table 5.1. Functions of Kitchen-Related Vessels by Ware Type from 387 Cumberland St.

Total
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Ware Type
Redware
Creamware
White Granite
Pearlware
Transfer Print
Whiteware .
Hand Painted
Transfer Print
Flowing Colors
Dipped-Annular
Sponged
Molded
Other
Gilded
Decal
Yellowware
Brown Stoneware
Gray Stoneware
Bone China
Hard Paste Porcelain
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All Vessels (count) 24 23 6 1 6 2 15 77
Percentage of Total 31% 30% 8% 1% 8% 3% 19% 100%

Key: T=tablewares E=teawares S= serving pieces
O= storage X= multifunction G= unknown
P= Food Preparation

As Table 5.1 suggests, Sarah Bates probably could set her dinner table with both white granite and
hard-paste porcelain sets. To better understand the Bates family’s table settings, Table 5.2 shows
the vessel forms by ceramic pattern for the white granite and porcelains recovered from Features C
and Q. Note that Table 5.2 depicts only identifiable forms; therefore, the vessel counts between
this table and Table 5.1 do not necessarily agree (this caveat applies to all of the ceramic
assemblages discussed in this chapter).

The Bateses’ assemblage contained matching white granite vessels in the Alternate Loops (vessel
#s 178, 193, 571, 572 and 573); 12-sided paneled (vessels #'s 173 and 174); Gothic (vessel #'s
176 and 177); unknown (vessel #'s 187, 188, 189, and 190) patterns; and matching plain hard-
paste porcelain vessels (vessel #'s 194, 195 and 196). The data in Table 5.2 suggest that Sarah
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Table 5.2. Ceramic Vessels by Pattern From 387 Cumberland St.

Tablewares Serving Pieces Teawares
! Pl PI PL PI PI Ds Bt S| Uk
Ware Type Dn Tw Mf Sp Uk Mg Pt Ds Ld Pch Bw Ds Tc S¢ Bw T Total
White Granite
Plain 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 1 1 1 0 5
Molded  12-sided Paneled 0 0 ¢ 0 0 ¢ 0O 0 0 ¢ 0 O 3 0 0 0 3
Gothic 01 ¢ 0 0 1 0 0 ¢ 0 0 O 1 0 0 o 3
Straight-Ribbed 0 0 0 0 0 0O 0 0 0 0 Q0 O 0 3 0 o 3
Columbia Shape @ 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Alternate Loops 0 1. 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 4 0 0 0O 6
Sydenham 0 0 0o 0 0 ¢ 0 0 0 1 0 O 0 0 0 0 1
Scalloped Decagon 0 061 0 0 O 0O 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 1
Bordered Hyacinth 0 0 0 1 0 0O 0 0 0o 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 1
Other-B&D (marked) 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 4
Other 0 0 1 0 0 © 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 3
& Other Davenport (marked) 0 ©¢ 1 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 0 O 0 o 0 0 1
Other o 0 ¢ 0 0 0 0o 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 ¢
Bone China
Gilded 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 1 0 ¢ 1
Hard-Paste Porcelain
Plain 6 0 2 2 0 O 10 0 0 0 O 0o 0 0 0 5
Paneled a 0 0 0 0 O 0 0o 0 0 0 O 1. 0 0 0O 1
Gilded Band 0O 0o 0o 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 1
Decal- Floral 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 ¢ 0 0 0 O 1 0 ¢ 0 1
Oriental Export 0 o 0 0 0 O 0O o 0 0 0 O 11 0 0 2
Key: P! Dn = Dinner Plate Pl Tw = Twiffler P1 Mf = Muffin Pl Sp = Soup Plate Pl Uk = Plate Unknown Size
Pt = Platter Ds = Dish Ds Ld = Dish Lid Pch = Pitcher Bw = Bowl
Bt Ds = Butter Dish Tc = Teacup Sc = Saucer Sl Bw = Slop Bowl Mg = Mug

Uk T = Unknown Teaware



Bates may have owned four table settings. The presence of tea forms and twifflers suggest that
Bates owned a full table setting in plain white granite; however, the lack of dinner or soup plates
and serving pieces in this pattern makes this conclusion questionable. The large number of
different molded white granite patterns suggests that Bates did not set her table with a single
molded pattern but instead used multiple complementary patterns to form table settings. This
method of forming a table setting has been noted in other mid-nineteenth-century middle-class
assemblages (e.g. Praetzellis and Praetzellis 1992:89). Grouping the Bates household’s ceramics
into groups of complementary patterns reveals two white granite sets, one of rounded vessels with
abstract line patterns, and another in the general Gothic-shape.

Soup plates, muffins, and a platter of plain porcelain suggest that the Bateses also owned a more
formal porcelain table setting. As no plain porcelain teawares were recovered, it is possible that
Sarah Bates's formal tea set was of the higher quality gilt porcelain. The cultural significance of
these sets will be examined in Chapter 6.

Unusual ceramics found in Features C and O included four molded white granite muffin plates of
an unknown pattern and maker. Each is marked with the lion and unicomn flanking a crowned
shield and the words "Ironstone China - B & D". A registration mark on one vessel bears an 1854
date. Also found were two small redware ointment pots with clear glazed interiors and unglazed
exteriors. Neither vessel was marked.

5.3.2 Glass

Features C and O produced 156 glass vessels consisting of 50 kitchen-related, 53 sanitary-related,
11 household-related, and 42 unidentifiable vessels. Table 5.3 lists these vessels by functional
group and their respective subgroups. Other than the large number of total vessels, the break-down
by functional group suggests nothing remarkable about this assemblage.

Table 5.4 shows the Bates household’s glass tablewares and serving pieces by pattern and vessel
form. Only drinking glasses were recovered from the lot, suggesting that glass serving dishes may
not have been common in Sarah Bates's table settings. Glasses were found in a variety of patterns,
suggesting that the Bateses owned several sets; however, most vessels exhibited some sort of
paneled pattern, making the sets complementary.
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Table 5.3. Glass Vessels by Functional Group from 387 Cumberland St.

Functional Group # of Vessels % of Total
Kitchen Group
Tableware 23 15%
Teaware 0
Serving Pieces 0
Food Preparation 21 13%
Food Storage 0
Wine/Liquor 6 4%
Total Kitchen Group 50 32%
Sanitary
Hygiene 0
Cosmetic 4 3%
Medicinal 49 31%
Total Sanitary Group 53 34%
Household .
Activity 11 7%
Fumniture 0
Personal 0
Total Household Group 11
Unidentifiable 42 27%
Total of All Groups 156 100%

Table 5.4. Glass Tableware and Serving Pieces from 387 Cumberland St.

Decoration Color Tumbler Goblet
Full Paneled clear 9 1
3/4 Paneled clear 3 1
Paneled (unk. height) clear 1 1
1/2 Paneled clear 1 0
Cut clear 2 0
Thumbprint clear 0 1
unknown aqua 1 0
Totals 17 4
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Although the majority of medicinal bottles from Features C and O were unmarked, embossments
on some provide information on the family's health. A bottle of Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrup
suggests that either Julia (born 1865) or Edwin (born 1867) was troubled by teething.
Furthermore, a bottle of Fahnestocks' Vermifuge suggests one of the children may have had
worms. Hair restorative bottles found in the privy suggest that a member of the Bates household,
probably Aaron or his father, was going bald.

Also of interest were a wine bottle embossed "M. Bennett / Bordeaux" (vessel # 182), a Danish
porter/ale bottle (vessel # 184), and several large Gothic pickle bottles (vessel #'s 175-178).
Particularly noteworthy was a pressed-glass feeding bottle for a bird cage (vessel # 251). This
ornate clear vessel (Plate 5.1) is similar, if not identical, to one found at the Greenwich Mews Site
in Manhattan (Geismar 1989: 89, 181). This suggests that the Bateses probably owned a pet bird.

5.3.3 Pipes

A surprisingly large number (62) of clay tobacco pipes was found in the Privy (Feature C). The
assemblage, which also includes pipes found in Feature O, consists of 65 identifiable pipes which
were mended from an initial group of 156 fragments. The TPQ for the pipe assemblage is 1860,
based on pipe # 27 (see description below).

Intact and fully mended pipes are unusually common in this assemblage. Fifty-five percent of the
pipes recovered are more than 75% complete (Table 5.5}, which suggests that the material is a
primary deposit. Most of the intact and fully mended pipes were in working order when they were
deposited in the privy. Toothmarks and unusual wear on three stem fragments, however, show
evidence that some pipes were reused after initial breakage. As this sort of reuse is generally
associated with economic distress (e.g. Riis 1971:202; Handler 1983:249; Cook 1989:227), it is
odd to find it in a middle-class lawyer’s privy. This indicates that the continued use of damaged
pipes may have more to do with Bates’s personal preference than economic stress or class
affiliation.

Table 5.5. Percentage of Complete Pipes Found at 387 Cumberland St.

Percent Complete # of Pipes

Whole, intact 7
Whole, mended 18
76%-99% 11
51%-75% 20
26%-50% 8

Inexpensive Dorni-style pipes, common after the middle of the century, constitute 53.8% of the
collection. Numerous ( 13 or 20%) Cutty-length pipes are also present, indicting that this type was
not limited to the working class (e.g. Cook 1989). Other styles are represented by only a few
examples (Table 5.6}, suggesting that they were purchased individually or brought by guests, while
the Domi-style pipes were purchased in batches.
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Table 5.6. Pipe Styles from 387 Cumberland St.

Pipe Style # of Pipes % of Assemblage
Domu 35 53.8 %
Cutty 13 20 %
Stub stem I 1.5 %
Fluted 4 6.2 %
Others 12 18.5 %
Totals 65 100.00

The assemblage contains a few noteworthy pipes which will be described briefly:

Pipe # 14 1s marked with the monogram “TD” which is clearly Dutch in style, but has not been
located in the literature on the Dutch pipe industry.

Pipe # 26 is one of two examples from Feature C that displays an unusual motif, tentatively
identified as an insect (perhaps a bee)}. A pipe bearing the same motif is illustrated in the ca. 1885-
1893 P. Goedewaagen & Zoon catalogue (series 3, no. 434) and was found in the Five Points
archeological assemblage from Lower Manhattan (Paul Reckner, Tobacco Pipe analyst: Foley
Square Laboratory, personal communication, June 1996).

Pipe # 27 is molded with a faux thorn motif on the stem and lower bowl and bears the mark of the
Gambier firm of Givet, France. The mark is hand-stamped and impressed - a style used by
Gambier after ca. 1860 (Ducco 1986: 105).

Pipe # 53 has a bow! modeled after a stylized thistle flower, and a floral motif molded in relief on
both sides of the bowl. Elements of the floral design are decorated with beads of a whitish pigment
(perhaps originally colored) with chips of an unidentified material (possibly meerschaum)
suspended within the touches of paint. This unusual clay pipe, which has not been identified in
period catalogues, was probably more expensive than the typical penny pipe.

Pipe # 62 is a remarkable stub-stem pipe bowl made from a refined red earthenware, which
resembles pipes produced by French manufacturers. The bowl would have been attached to a
substantial wooden (Cherry or Weichsel) or rubber stem and mouthpiece. This example exhibits
extremely heavy use-wear; a thick cake of charred tobacco coats the interior of the pipe. The distal
rim of the bowl shows heavy chipping probably caused by tapping the bowl on a hard surface to
remove burmt tobacco.

A stem fragment found in Feature O bears the mold-imparted relief mark "HOLLELY" /
"BROOKLYN" (one word to the left and right of the stem, respectively). Edwin and William
Hollely operated at several locations in Brooklyn from 1855 to 1878, based on listings in Brooklyn
City Directories (Lain 1855-1878). This may be the first recorded example of the Hollely mark
(Reckner 1996:13; Diane Dallal, Archeological Curator: South Street Seaport Museum, personal
communication, March 1996).
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Mouthpiece wear is minimal in the collection. Most mouthpieces are tapered, but a number,
particularly the Cutty styles, exhibit a more finished "European” or lipped mouthpiece.
Toothmarks appear on three tapered and two lipped mouthpieces. A number of mouthpieces were
treated with a sealant to prevent the clay from adhering to the smoker's lips. Preparations took two
forms: a reddish wax, applied by the pipe manufacturer (Ayto 1979:29); and a pinkish, paint-like
substance applied at home. Bates probably prepared the latter because the pink paint appears
exclusively on Dorni-style pipes which do not exhibit mouthpiece treatment in other archeological
assemblages. Furthermore, on one pipe the sealant was used to mend a broken pipe. It is
surprising that Bates would bother to seal his own pipes when, for a nominal expense, he could
purchase a pre-treated pipe. This implies that Bates's smoking habits may have been atypical of
most middle-class smokers.

3.3.4 Small Finds

The two features on 387 Cumberland St. produced 338 small finds as well as approximately 200
plumbing pipe and tar paper fragments. Among the small finds were 43 shoe parts, 53 fragments
of cloth, 39 buttons, 26 combs, 2 tooth brushes, 2 syringes, 10 pencils, 2 tea spoons, an 1863
penny, a part of an umbrella, as well as 159 miscellaneous artifacts. Several items were made
from precious metals, including a gold-plated rim from a watch face, a silver-plated stamped
decorative metal corner, probably from a clock face, and a silver spoon. Also recovered were three
military-related artifacts, including a bullet, an American eagle navy button stamped on the reverse
"Horstman Bros & Allien" which dates to 1859-1863 (Johnson 1948:77; Luscomb 1992:100), and
a piece of gold braid made of gold thread wrapped around silk. The presence of military-reiated
items is not surprising, as Aaron Bates served in the Civil War just prior to moving into the house;
however, the 1890 New York State military census indicates that Bates served in the infantry not
the navy.

The assemblage included a number of toys. Among them were 12 doll parts, 12 vessels from toy
tea sets, and a marble. Several of the doll parts belonged to a large porcelain doll dating to the
late-1860s to 1870s (Plate 5.2). Diagnostic doll parts included a head with painted hair in a style
common from the late-1850s to 1870s, and legs wearing the heeled shoes common after 1860
(Fawcett 1947:18.45; Prichett and Pastron 1983:327-328).

5.3.5 Faunal Remains

Although a privy (Feature C) and a cistern (Feature Q) were excavated at 387 Cumberland St., due
to contractual limitations on the faunal sampies, the faunal remains from only the privy were
analyzed. The following discussion is based on the faunal report produced by Claudia Milne
(Appendix IV).

Feature C contained 419 bone fragments, 64 percent of which were identifiable to the genus level
or higher (Chart 5.1). The identifiable specimens in the assemblage consisted of 76.4 percent
domestic mammals, 16 percent birds, and 7.4 percent fish. There was also one rodent bone.

This assemblage appears to be domestic refuse. Much of the bone was butchered and all are
commonly consumed species. A third (30.79% of the number of identifiable specimens per taxon
[NISP]) of the assemblage had been burnt to the point of becoming calcine. As much of the bone
was recovered from the privy's cinder fill, it is likely that the bone was purposely burnt before it
was thrown out (Appendix IV: Table 3).
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Chart 5.1. Faunal Assemblage for Feature C
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Chart 5.2 shows the percent of the large domestic mammals recovered from Feature C. Although
there are problems with using the minimum number of individuals present (MNI), and NISP as
representations of relative abundance, when used together, they are a useful comparative tool for
assessing the overall composition of a given assemblage (Klein and Cruz-Uribe 1984; Grayson
1984). The calculations for NISP and MNI were based only on bone fragments identified to genus
level or higher. Mutton and lamb make up 50 percent of the meat represented in the Bates family’s
privy. Scholars disagree on the popularity of mutton and lamb in eastern mid-nineteenth-century
cities. Some argue that it was less popular than beef or pork (e.g. Rothschild and Balkwill 1993;
Hooker 1981), while others suggest that it was the preferred meat (e.g. Milne 1996; Pipes 1996;
Geismar 1992).

Chart 5.2, MNI and NISP of Large Domestic Mammals in Feature C
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By the mid-nineteenth century, beef. pork and mutton were widely and inexpensively available as
butchered cuts. Therefore, the most meaningful unit of analysis for examining meat is the
minimum number of meat cuts [MNMC] (Lyman 1987; Pipes 1996). The identifiable elements of
the pig, cow and sheep were ranked from highest to lowest value based on Henry's (1987) price
lists, to show which meat dishes the Bateses preferred (Chart 5.3). Although the actual prices may
not represent prices in Brooklyn during the 1860s, the relative values of the cuts of meat remained
the same throughout much of the nineteenth-century Northeast.

In the assemblage associated with the Bates household, there are some cost efficient meat
purchases represented, but few inexpensive or cheap meats (e.g. hocks and necks). Most of the
meat consumed by the residents of 387 Cumberland St. were steaks or chops. When economizing
the Bates family chose less expensive cuts of mutton (i.e. steaks cut from the foreshank and the
arm), rather than cheaper cuts of beef or pork. Thus, the Bateses seem to have preferred mutton
over other types of meat. While the Bateses consumed large amounts of red meat, they
supplemented their diet with fish and poultry. The number of bone fragments attributable to the
avian and piscine classes are minimal; however, at least five types of fish are represented. The
assemblage contained at least two cod, two porgies, one striped bass, and one large seabass.
Potions of two chickens, a goose, a turkey and a duck were also recovered.

Feature C also contained approximately 14,800 grams of northern quahog (Merceneria merceneria)
and approximately 125 grams of eastern oyster {Crassostrea virginia). Feature O contained
approximately 13,700 grams of northem quahog (Merceneria merceneria) and approximately 75
grams of eastern oyster (Crassostrea virginia). Clams were apparently more important in the Bates
family’s diet than oysters. .

5.4 389 Cumberland St.

A privy (Feature B}, a cistern (Feature P) and two trash pits (Features R and S) were excavated on
the 389 Cumberland Street property. A coin dated 1864 and the presence of doll parts suggests
that the assemblage in Feature B was deposited by John and Anna Atwater's househoid (1867-
1869). Ceramic cross-mends between Feature B and Feature R suggest that the latter feature was
also deposited by the Atwaters; however, a pipe bowl with a form common circa 1870 found in
Feature R suggests that this deposit may have had a later component as well. Although there were
no ceramic cross-mends between Feature P and Features B and R, pattern matches between the
features suggest that the Atwater household was responsible for all three deposits.

5.4.1 Ceramics

Features B, P and R contained 176 ceramic vessels consisting of 25 household-related vessels
(used for non-food, non-hygienic related functions); 10 sanitary-related vessels (relating to
hygiene), 131 kitchen-related vessels, and 10 vessels with unknown functions. Among the kitchen-
related vessels, there were 45 tablewares, 41 teawares, 17 serving pieces, 9 storage vessels, 6 food
preparation vessels, and 13 vessels with unknown functions. Table 5.7 depicts the functions of the
kitchen related vessels by ware type.

Table 5.7 suggests that Anna Atwater may have owned table and/or tea sets of white granite,
transfer-printed whiteware, flowing colors, shell-edged whiteware, bone china, and hard-paste
porcelain. To determine if these represent actual matching sets, the whiteware, white granite, and
porcelain patterns found in Features B, P and R are listed by vessel form in Table 5.8.
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The Atwaters’ assemblage included nine groups of matching tablewares. These included white
granite 12-sided paneled (vessel #'s 93, 643, 647, 648, 649); Scalloped Decagon (vessel #'s 96,
106); wheat (vessel #s 98, 100, 122); unidentified (vessel #'s 652, 653) patterns; Flow blue/gray
Indian Temple (vessel #5s 111, 641, 654); blue transfer-printed landscape (vessel #s 169, 655);
and hard-paste porcelain straight-ribbed (vessel #'s 113, 682) patterns. As Table 5.8 suggests, the
Atwalers may have owned a number of matching sets, as well as a variety of complementary
vessels. The presence of five matching shell-edged plates suggests that the family owned a table
setting in this pattern. The lack of teawares matching this pattern is not unusual, as shell-edged
teaware were rare (Hunter and Miller 1994:441). Instead, the associated teawares may be
represented by any of the other whiteware patterns found in the assemblage.

Table 5.7. Functions of Kitchen-Related Vessels by Ware Type from 389 Cumberland St.

Ware Type T E S P (8] X G Total
Redware 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 4
Red Bodied Slipware 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
White Granite 17 20 11 2 0 0 2 52
Pearlware 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 |
Whiteware
Plain 2 0 1 0 I 0 1 5
Hand Painted 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 4
Transfer Print 4 1 i 0 0 0 0 6
Flowing Colors 5 2 0 0 0 0 I 8
Dipped-Annular( 0 2 0 0 0 0 2
Sponged 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 3
Sheil-edged 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 5
Molded 0 2 0 0 0 0 3 5
Yellowware 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 4
Rockingham 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Brown Stoneware 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 3
Gray Stoneware 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Bone China | 4 0 0 0 0 2° 7
Hard Paste Porcelain 9 9 0 0 0 0 1 19
All Vessels (count) 45 41 17 6 9 0 13 131
Percentage of Total 34% 31% 13% 3% 7% - 10% 100%
Key: T=tablewares E=teawares S= serving pieces
P= preparatory O= storage X= multifunction
G= unknown

Anna Atwater may have also owned two matching sets of white granite. The first was an
undecorated set represented by a dinner plate, twiffler, slop bowl, bowl, serving dish, and sauce.
These vessels imply that the full set included table flatware, teas, and serving dishes. The second
white granite set was in the paneled pattern. Twelve vessels represent the set in the assemblage.
These include dinner and muffin plates, tea cups, a tea pot and serving dish, thereby implying that
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Table 5.8. Ceramic Vessels by Pattern From 389 Cumberland St.

Tablewares Serving Pieces Teawares
Pl Pl PI Pl Pl Ch Ds S T T
Ware Type Dn Tw Mf Sp Uk Mg Pt Ds Ld Pch Bw 5u Ms Tc Sc Bw Ptld  Total
White Granite
Plain 1 1 0 0 0 @ ¢ 1.0 0 1 1 Q@ 0 0 1 0 0 &
Edwards (marked) 0 0 1 0 ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 0o 0 0 0 0 1
Molded  Ceres/Wheat c 0 0 0 0 O 1. ¢ 0 0 0 0 O 1 1 1 0 0 4
Sevres 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 00 0 0 1 0 o 0o 0 1 0 2
Ribbed 0 0 0 0 0 O ¢ 00 0 1 0 O 0 0 0 1 1 3
Paneled 3 01 0 0 0 011 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 12
ScallopedDecagon 1 0 0 0 0 0 0O o 0o 0 0 0 O 1 0 0 0 0 2
Trent ¢ 0 0 0 0 O 0o 0o 0 o 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Haveloch 0o 0 0 9 0 0 0 1.0 0 0 0 0O 0 o 0 0 0 1
Naturalistic 2 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0O 0O 0 0 0 0 2
Baltic 0 0 01 0 0 o ¢ 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 1
President c 01 0 0 O 0o ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 o ¢ 0 0 0 1
- Other ¢ 1 0 0 2 0O 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 ¢ 01 7
oo
Other 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 1
Hotel China ¢ 0 0 0 1t O c 0o 0 0 0 0 1 0o 0o 0 0 0 2
Hard-Paste Porcelain
Plain 0 2 2 0 0 0 0O 0 0 0o 0 00 1 0 0 0 0 5
Molded  Paneled 0 0 0 0 0 0 0o 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 2 0 0 0 2
Straight-Ribbed o 0 0 0 0 © 0o 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 4 0 ¢ 0 4
Other 01 0 0 ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O o 0 0 0 0 1
Gilded Banded 0 0 3 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 O ¢ 0 0 0 0 3

Other ¢ 01 0 0 O o0 ¢ 00 00 1 0 0 00 2




Table 5.8 (continued)

Tablewares Serving Pieces Teawares
PIL PI Pl PI Pl Ch Ds st T T
T 2 Id Total
Bone China
Molded  Paneled 0O 0 1 0 0 O 0O 0 0 0 O 0 O 1 0 0 0 0 2
Gilded Banded 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 0 ¢ 1 ¢ 0 0 1
Other 00 0 0 0 0O 0o 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 ¢ 1
Whiteware
Plain 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0o 0o 0 0 3
Shell-edge Blue 01 2 0 2 0 ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0o 0 0 5
Molded 12-sided Panelled0 0 0 0 0 O ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 2 0 0 0 2
Hand-painted 60 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 1 1.0 00 2
Transfer-Print  Black 0O 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 O 1
Flow-blue IndianTemple 0 0 0 0 1 ¢ 0O 0 0 0 0 0 O 1 0 0 0o 0 2
Landscape 0O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 1 o 0 1
Flow-gray IndianTemple 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0o 0 0 0 0 O G 0 0 0 0 1
Marble 0o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 ¢ 0 0 1
& Floral 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 60 1 0 00 1
Dipped Annualar 0 0 0 0 0 O 1. 0 0 0 0 0 0O 60 0o 0 0 0 1
Sponge 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0O 0 O 0 1 0 0 0 1
Key: Pl Dn = Dinner Plate Pl Tw = Twiffler Pi Mf = Muffin P1Sp = Soup Plate Pl Uk = Plate Unknown Size
Pt = Platter Ds = Dish Ds Ld = Dish Lid Pch = Pitcher Bw = Bowl
Su = Sauce Dish Tc = Teacup Sc = Saucer Ch Mg = Child's Mug Su = Saucer
Ms = Miscellaneous Serving Piece T Pt = Tea Pot T Ld = Tea Lid



the tull set included a range of tablewares, teas, and serving dishes. Twelve other white granite
patterns also were found in the assemblage. Most of these patterns complemented either the plain
rounded or paneled set, and may have been used with them.

The Atwaters also may have owned one or two porcelain sets that complemented their white
granite sets. Five plain hard-paste porcelain vessels, including two twifflers and a tea cup, were
recovered from the lot. In the paneled pattern, two hard-paste porcelain tea cups. but no
tablewares, were found. This suggests that the Atwaters owned a tea set but not a full table setting
in porcelain for this pattern. Also found were possible tea sets in straight-ribbed and gilded hard-
paste porcelain. Unlike her neighbor, Sarah Bates, Anna Atwater seems to have owned several
matching sets of ceramics; however, like Bates, Atwater seems to have also amplified her sets with
vessels from non-matching but complementary patterns.

No unusual whole vessels were found in Features B, P or R, but two fragments deserve mention.
The first is a handle from a light-blue highly-vitrified ware molded in the shape of a human figure.
The exact ware and vessel form of this piece are unknown. The second is a hard-paste porcelain
sherd formed in the shape of a human head. The top of the head forms the vessel's rim. The
interior of the vessel was hollow and probably was made to hold a liquid. The general form is
similar to a Toby Jug, an English decorative ceramic made since the eighteenth century {Schuler
1994).

54.2 Glass

Features B, P and R contained 80 glass vessels. These included 15 kitchen-related, 28 sanitary-
related, 4 household-related, and 33 unidentifiable vessels. Table 5.9 shows the vessels by both
functional group and their respective subgroups. Notably absent are wine and liquor bottles. It is
possible that the Atwaters, like many members of the middle class during the mid-nineteenth
century, avoided alcoholic beverages. The temperance movement and middle-class drinking will be
discussed in the following chapter.

Table 5.10 depicts the Atwaters' table and serving glass. A variety of patterns appear suggesting
that they owned more than one set of drinking glasses; however, most of the vessels share a paneled
design, suggesting that they complemented each other.

The assemblage contained few embossed medicinal bottles that can provide details on the Atwaters'
health. Among those recovered were expectorants and cures for indigestion. Several Parisian
perfume bottles were also found.

5.4.3 Pipes

Eighteen pipe fragments and four identifiable pipes were found in Features B, P and R. The
strongest pipe TPQ comes from the impressed stem mark of the Glasgow-based firm of William
Boustead & Co., which operated in the St. Mungo area of the city from 1857 to 1863 (Gallagher
1987). A pipe bowl (Pipe #80) with a form common circa 1870 was found in Feawre R,
suggesting either that this deposit has a later component or that the date range of this style should
be pushed back several years.



Table 3.9. Glass Vessels by Functional Group from 389 Cumberland St.

Functional Group # of Vessels % of Total
Kitchen Group

Tableware 13 16%

Teaware 0

Serving Pieces 0

Food Preparation 2 3%

Food Storage 0

Wine/Liquor 0

Total Kitchen Group 15 19%
Sanitary

Hygiene 0

Cosmetic 5 6%

Medicinal 23 29%

Total Sanitary Group 28 35%
Household ;

Activity 4 5%

Furniture 0

Personal 0

Total Household Group 4 5%
Unidentifiable 33 41%
Total of All Groups 80 100%

Table 5.10. Glass Tableware and Serving Pieces from 389 Cumberland St.

Cake
Pattern Color Tumbler Goblet Plate
3/4 Paneled blue 1 0 0
Engraved red 1 0 0
Paneled (unk height)  clear 0 3 0
3/4 Paneled clear 0 3 0
Full Paneled clear 0 I 0
Thumb print clear 0 0 |
Diamond Point clear 0 1 0
Totals 2 8 1
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5.4.4 Small Finds

One hundred and thirty-three small finds were recovered from 389 Cumberland Street. Among
these were 5 shoe parts, 20 cloth fragments, 11 buttons, 2 combs, 7 pieces of decorative hardware,
an 1864 penny, as well as 87 miscellaneous objects. The assemblage included a number of toys
that probably belonged to Mary and Elise Atwater. Among the girl's toys were the parts of three
porcelain dolls, sherds from three toy ceramic vessels, and two marbles. Also found were the
remains of a green rubber ball with the alphabet (in both lower and upper case) printed in raised
letters around its circumference. Several interesting household furnishings were recovered,
including a gilt (over copper alloy) floret measuring approximately four inches in diameter. The
item, which resembles a sun flower, had paper, plaster, and lath stuck to its underside, suggesting
that it was attached to a wall. Also found was an ornate double burner gas fixture with chandelier
armms. The entire fixture was molded with floral motifs.

The most unusual find in Feature B was the broken remains of a glass store sign (Plate 5.3) found
in the cinder fill (catalog Numbers 227 and 334). The sign, which measured four feet by six
inches, depicted two shoes on either side of the name "A. E. Porter”. The letters and shoes were
painted in 24 karat gold leaf and were backed with bright red paint. A examination of the
Brooklyn and Manhattan directories revealed only two A.E. Porters, neither of whom lived near the
site (Lain 1855-1878). From 1863 to 1869, Ann E. Porter, a widow, lived at 104 Hamiiton St.
Her occupation is unknown. The sign. however, probably belonged to Alexander E. Porter, a
shoemaker who worked and lived in Manhattan from 1841 to 1863 (Longworth 1837-1841;
Doggett 1842-1851; Trow 1851-1865). Porter's first shop, operated between 1841 and 1845, was
at 435 Broadway. During this time he lived at 73 Canal St. In 1847, Porter moved his shop to
436 Hudson St. and his home to Varick St. near Carmine. From 1849 to 1859, he lived close to
his shop at 415 Hudson. The 1859 directory lists his home at 602 Washington and the shop at 373
Hudson. By 1861, Porter is again living on Hudson (at 453 and 424 in 1863). Porter probably
died in 1863, because the 1864 directory only lists a Mary Porter, shoes, at the shop's address.
Although Porter had a long career as a shoemaker, there is no record of him or his widow living in
Brooklyn. Therefore, exactly how the sign ended up in the Atwaters' privy remains a mystery;
however, in the 1860s and 1870s there were several glass-stainers and enamelers near the Atlantic
Terminal Site. Frederick Alphonse operated such a shop at Fulton Ave near Oxford in 1870, while
Louis Bauman owned a similar shop at 609 Atlantic Ave in 1872 (Lain 1855-1878). Perhaps there
is a connection between these shops and a resident in the Atwater household, but this cannot be
confirmed.

5.4.5 Faunal Remains

Although four features were uncovered at 389 Cumberland Street, due to contractual limitations on
the faunal samples, faunal analysis was only undertaken for remains found in the privy (Feature
B). The following discussion is based on the faunal analysis provided by Claudia Milne {Appendix
[V). The privy contained 455 bone fragments, of which 180 or 60.44 percent, were identifiable to
genus level or higher. The majority came from the actual privy deposit rather than the fill. The
assemblage includes both food remains and urban wildlife, such as rodents and smali carnivores.

Mammals, including several elements from a kitten and a puppy, make up 63.48 percent of the

identifiable bone fragments in the assemblage. The rest of the assemblage contains 26.73 percent
bird, 5.72 percent fish, and 4.06 percent rodent {Chart 5.4).
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Chart 54. Faunal Assemblage for Feature B

Feature B Faunal Assemblage
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The assemblage suggests household refuse deposited over a short time period. There were few
commensal animals present in the assemblage: these included only a single squirrel, rat, kitten, and
a puppy. Only one turkey bone showed evidence of small camivore damage. Both the NISP, the
number of identifiable specimens per taxon, and the MNI, the minimum number of individuals
present, were calculated for the feature. Chart 5.5 shows these calculations for the large domestic
mammtals.

To examine the Atwaters’ dietary preferences, the minimum number of meat cuts (MNMC) was
calculated based only on specimens identified to genus level or higher. The Atwaters seem to have
primarily consumed meat. Over sixty percent of the identified species were cow, sheep, or pig.
Over 50 percent of the identifiable large mammal fragments were pig, suggesting that the Atwaters
preferred pork; however, the percentage may be skewed as a number of the pig bones may
represent a single piglet (butchered before it was one-year-old).

Fifty-one percent of the large mammal bones show evidence of butchery. Most of the pig bones
and a number of the sheep and cattle bones were butchered with an ax, or cleaver, not a metal saw,
even though this butchering technology was widespread during the [860s. This may imply that the
cuts were purchased from the same butcher, or that large portions of meat were purchased and
butchered at home.
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Chart 5.5. MNI and NISP of Large Demestic Mammals in Feature B

Large Domestic Mammals - Feature B
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In their consumption of meat, poultry, and fish, the Atwaters’ diet appears very similar to other
archeological samples attributed to middle-class residents of Brooklyn and Manhattan (Salwen and
Yamin 1990; Geismar 1992}, Chart 5.6 ranks the cuts of meat present in the Atwaters' privy
based upon their relative values per pound based on Henry's (1987) price lists. The data show that
the Atwaters were consuming expensive cuts of meat and ate few of the cheaper cuts. There are no
"hock" or foot cuts in the assemblage with the exception of carpals and phlanges from a single
young pig. Most of the butchered meat consists of steaks and chops rather than low-cost roasts;
however, there are some large hams, several picnic shoulders, and some beef roasts (represented
by large cuts of the femur). The Atwaters consumed at least two chickens, a single duck and a
single turkey. On other middle-class sites in New York (e.g. Salwen and Yamin 1990; Geismar
1992), birds represent 20 to 30 percent of the entire faunal assemblage, suggesting that they are an
important part of the diet. In contrast, on sites attributed to the artisan and working classes (e.g.
Geismar 1989; Milne 1996) birds appear to be a less important component of the diet.

Also present was a single bluefish bone, one vertebra from a trout or salmon, and a single
cleithrum from a large cod. These fish were available in New York markets and from local
venders. The presence of the cranial element suggests that the cod was shipped fresh from Atlantic
Canada (rather than beheaded and salted or smoked). The lack of other elements from these fish
could mean that this sample is not completely representative of the Atwaters’ diet. Whether this is
attributable to the method of disposal, sampling strategy, or recovery technique, is unclear.

Feature B also contained approximately 2,575 grams of northern quahog (Merceneria merceneria),
approximately 216 grams of Atlantic surf clam (Spisula solidissima), approximately 1,615 grams
of eastern oyster (Crassostrea virginia), approximately 50 grams of common northem moon snail
(Lunatia heros), and approximately 2 grams of blue mussel (Mytilus edulis).

5.5 393 Cumberland St.

A single privy (Feature A) was excavated at 393 Cumberland. A TPQ of 1864 (from a penny) and
the presence of dolls and toys strongly associates the deposits with the household of John and
Fanny Elmendorf.
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5.5.1 Ceramics

Feature A produced 117 ceramic vessels belonging to four functional groups. Thirty vessels,
including 26 flowerpots, were classified as household-related (vessels used for non-food, non-
hygienic related functions); one as sanitary-related (non-food vessels relating to hygiene; in this
case a chamber pot), 77 as kitchen-related (all food-related vessels), and nine as unknown. Among
the kiichen-related vessels, there were 23 tablewares, 29 teawares, 5 serving pieces, 6 storage
vessels, 3 food preparation vessels, 6 vessels with multiple functions {mostly pitchers), and 5
vessels with unknown functions. Table 5.11 depicts the functions of the kitchen-related vessels by
ware type. The creamware and pearlware vessels are represented by single small sherds,
suggesting that they may have been brought to the property along with the sand used to deodorize
the privy.

The data displayed in Table 5.11 suggests that the Elmendorfs owned table settings of white
granite and hard-paste porcelain, and also may have owned place settings in bone china and soft-
paste porcelain. To further illuminate the Elmendorfs' tablewares, Table 5.12 depicts the vessel
forms by ceramic pattern for the white granite and porcelains found in Feature A.

Feature A contained two pairs of matching white granite vessels (vessel #'s 1 and 11; 2 and 12),
two pairs of molded hard-paste porcelain vessels (vessel #'s 43 and 50; 44 and 45), and a pair of
hand-painted whiteware tea cups with a small-scale floral pattern (vessel #'s 4 and 5). Table 5.12
suggests that Fanny Elmendorf owned full tableware sets (including teas) in plain white granite and
plain porcelain. Complementary, but not matching, patterns of molded porcelain suggest that the
Elmendorfs may have owned a second tea set. Similarly, the large number of different patterns of
molded white granite suggests that Fanny Elmendorf may have put together a second everyday set
of complementary, but not matching, vessels.

Among the more unusual ceramics found in Feature A was a whiteware straight-walled child's mug
tnscribed with the name "Mary" in black transfer print surrounded by a floral border (Plate 5.4).
Unfortunately, census records listing the Elmendorfs' children born after 1860 have not been
located, so the identity of Mary is unknown. A slipcast parian vase was also recovered. This
bulbous vase was at least six inches high and at its widest point had a diameter of three and a half
inches. Molded grapes, leaves, and vine adorned most of the vase's body.

5.5.2 Glass

Feature A yielded 55 glass vessels, consisting of 10 kitchen-related, 18 sanitary-related, 8
household-related, and 19 unidentifiable vessels. Table 5.13 depicts the number and percentage of
vessels recovered for each functional group and their associated subgroups. Note that no
identifiable glass tablewares were found in Feature A. This is the only fully-excavated feature on
the site where this occurred.

A survey of embossed medicinal bottles from Feature A reveals aspects concerning the Elmendorfs'
health. Five bottles of H. T. Helmbold's Genuine Fluid Extract suggest that a family member had
health problems. This cure-all was advertised as "A Specific Remedy for General Debility, Mental
and Physical Depression, Imbecility, Determination of the Blood to the Head, Confused Ideas,
Hysteria, etc., and All Diseases of the Bladder and Kidneys Including Spermatorrhea, Rheumatism,
Constipation, Epilepsy, Paralysis, Spinal Disease, Female Complaints, etc.” (Fike 1987:119). A
single bottie of Wm. H. Gregg's Life Constitution Syrup, used for diseases of the blood, also

66



suggests ill-health in the family (Fike 1987:226). Hair balsam and hair restorative bottles suggest
that someone, probably John Elmendorf, was going bald.

Table 5.11. Functions of Kitchen-Related Vessels by Ware Type from 393 Cumberland St.

Ware Type T E 8 P (0] X G Total
Redware 0 0 0 1 2 0 1 4
Red Bodied Slipware 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Creamware I 0 0 0 0 0 1 2
White Granite 4 13 3 0 0 1 1 22
Pearlware

Transfer Print 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
Whiteware

Plain 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 3

Hand Painted 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2

Transfer Print 4 0 1 0 0 0 0 5

Flowing Colors 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 4

Dipped-Annular 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2

Sponged 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 |

Gilded 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
Yellowware 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 3
Rockingham 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2
Brown Stoneware 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2
Buff Stoneware 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 I
Bone China 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2
Hard Paste Porcelain 8 8 1 0 0 0 0 17
Soft Paste Porcelain 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2
All Vessels (count) 23 29 5 3 6 6 3 77
Percent of Total 0% 38% 6% 4% 8% 3% 6% 98%

Key: T=tablewares E=teawares S=serving pieces
P= preparatory O= storage X= multifunction
(G= unknown

5.5.3 Pipes

The privy contained 13 pipe fragments and 3 identifiable pipes. One pipe (Pipe #69) is marked in
molded relief "F.S. SPARNAAY" / "ROTTERDAM" within the cartouches of the Dorni design.
Although the work of Frans Simon Spaamaij of Gouda, Holland, is well documented, no
information on his activities in Rotterdam is available. It is possible that this mark represents a
plagiarism of the Gouda Spaarnaij's name. This seems to be the first time this miark has been
found on a New York archeological site (Reckner 1996).
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Table 5.12. Ceramic Vessels by Pattern From 393 Cumberland

Tablewares Serving Pieces Teawares
Pl PI PI P1 P Ds Bt Sg Uk
WareType . DnTw Mf Sp Uk Mg Pt Ds IdPchBw Ds  Tc Sc Ld T = Total
White Granite
Plain Edwards (marked) 0O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0o 0 0 O 0 2 0 0 2
Elsmore(marked) 1 ¢ 0 0 0 0 1 0 ¢ 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 2
Other 0O ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 3 1 0 0 4
Molded Fluted Pearl 0O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0O 1 ¢ 0 0 1
Paneled ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 0o 0 0 0 o0 O 2 0 0 o0 2
Ribbed 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 1 0 @ 1
Fluted 0o 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 1 0 o 2
Garter O ¢ 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 O 0o 0 0 0 1
Abstract Floral 0O 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 1 0 0 0 0O 0o 0 0 1
Boote's Union 0o 0 0 0 0 0 0O 0 0 0 0 O 0o 1 0 0 1
Other - Mayer (marked) o 0 0 0 0 O ¢ 0 0 0 1 O 0 0 0 0O 1
Other 0o 0 0 0 1 0 0o 0 0o 0 0 O 1 1 0 0 3
% Bone China
Chelsea Style 0 0 0 o0 0 c 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 1
Gilded Band o 0 0 0 0 O 0o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Soft-Paste Porcelain
Embossed Geometeric 6 0 0 0 1 0O o 0 0 0 O O c 0 ¢ 0 1
Other 0o 0 0 0 0 0 0O 0 0 0 0 O 1 0 0 0 1
Hard-Paste Porcelain
Plain 3 2 1 0 0 0 1 ¢ 0 O 0 0 o 1 1 0 9
Molded  Naturalistic ¢ 1 ¢ 0 0 0 0O 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 3
Gilded Band 0 1 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 1
Other c 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 3 0 1 4
Key:  P!Dn = Dinner Plate Pl Tw = Twiffler PI Mf = Muffin PLSp = Soup Plate Pl Uk = Plate Unknown Size
Pt = Platter Ds = Dish Ds Ld = Dish Lid Pch = Pitcher Bw = Bowl
Bt Ds = Butter Dish Te =Teacup Sc = Saucer Sg Ld = Sugar Lid Mg = Mug

Uk T = Unknown Teaware



Table 3.13. Glass Vessels by Functional Group from 393 Cumberiand St.

Functional Group # of Vessels % of Total
Kitchen Group

Tableware 0

Teaware 0

Serving Pieces 1 2%

Food Preparation 4 7%

Food Storage 0

Wine/Liquor 5 9%

Total Kitchen Group 10 18%
Sanitary

Hygiene 0

Cosmetic 2 4%

Medicinal 16 29%

Total Sanitary 18 " 33%
Household

Activity 7 13%

Furniture 0

Personal 1 2%

Total Household 8 15%
Unidentifiabie 19 35%
Total of All Groups 55 101%

5.5.4 Small Finds

Feature A yielded 167 small finds. These included 51 shoe parts, 15 fragments of cloth, 10
buttons, 9 pencils, 2 hair combs, 3 tooth brushes, a penny dating to 1864, and 76 other items. A
variety of toys, including five doll parts and eight vessels from toy tea sets, were also recovered.
Among the toy dishes was a small (approximately one inch in diameter) lead dish with a stamped
floral decoration (roses). A carved bone domino with a wood backing was the only gaming piece
recovered. Among the more interesting artifacts was a costume jewelry broach in the shape of a
twelve-petal flower. Made of stamped brass-alloy and covered with enamel or paint, it was
approximately an inch and a half in diameter. The piece is double-sided with a straight pin
fastener on the reverse. Adhesive in the center of the flower suggests that the centerpiece, perhaps
an inexpensive jewel or cut glass, is missing.

5.5.5 Faunal Remains

A number of animal bones were excavated and inventoried but, due to contractual limitations on
the faunal samples, they were not analyzed.
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Feature A contained approximately 1,075 grams of northern quahog (Merceneria merceneria).
approximately 575 grams of eastern oyster (Crassostrea virginia), approximately 1 gram of
barnacle, and approximately | gram of blue mussel (Mytilus edulis).

5.6 442 Carlton Ave.

Artifacts recovered from 442 Carlton came from the exploratory test unit excavated into the cistern
(Feature E) found on the property. As a result, the assemblage from this property is small. The
mid-nineteenth century artifacts probably belonged to Louisa Holberton, who lived on the property
from 1857 until the mid-1880s.

5.6.1 Ceramics

Twenty-three ceramic vessels were recovered from Feature E. They included 2 household-related
vessels, 2 sanitary-related vessels, 15 kitchen-related vessels, and 4 vessels of unknown function.
The kitchen-related ceramics consisted of 2 tablewares, 6 teawares, 2 serving vessels, 1 storage
vessel, 2 vessels with multiple functions, and 2 vessels of unknown function. Table 5.14 depicts
the functions of the kitchen-related vessels by ware type.

Table 5.14. Functions of Kitchen-Related Vessels by Ware Type from 442 Carliton Ave.

Ware Type T E S P O X G Total
White Granite 2 3 0 0 0 2 0 7
Whiteware
Dipped-Annular 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 |
Yellowware 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 |
Gray Stoneware 0 0 0 0 I 0 0 |
Bone China 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 3
Hard Paste Porcelain 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Oriental Export Porc. 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
All Vessels {count) 2 6 2 0 I 2 2 15
Percent of Total 3% 40% 13% - T% 13% 13% 99%
Key: T=tablewares E=teawares S=serving pieces
P= preparatory O= storage X= multifunction

G=unknown

Although the low vessel count makes it difficult to reach strong conclusions, it seems that the
family may have owned a set of white granite and a set of bone china. The assemblage contained
two matching pairs of saucers, one of straight-ribbed white granite (vessel #'s 247 and 248) and
one of straight-ribbed bone china (vessel #'s 249 and 250). Table 5.15 lists the white granite and
bone china patterns by form to determine if Holberton owned actual matching sets. As all of the
white granite and bone china vessels recovered from Feature E have a similar paneled, or Gothic-
like, shape, they may represent a single set of complementary patterns, or two similar sets- one of
white granite and one of bone china. No unusual vessels were recovered from the feature.
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Table 5.15. Ceramic Vessels by Pattern From 442 Carlton Ave.

Tablewares Serving Pieces Teawares
PI ' PI Pl Pl Pl Eg Ds Bt T
WareType = DnTw Mf Sp Uk Cp __ Pt _Ds [d Pch Bw Ds Tc Sc Sg Id Taotal

White Granite

Molded  Bordered Hyacinth 0 0 0o 0 0 O ¢ 0 0 1 0 0 o 0 1 0 2
Dunderdale 6 1 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0O 1
8-sided Paneled ¢ ¢ 1 0 0 0 o 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Straight-Ribbed ¢ 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 2 0 0 2
Bone China
Molded Straight-Ribbed 0 0 0.0 0 O 0 ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2
8-sided Paneled (Gilded) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 1 1
Fluted 0O 0 0 ¢ 0 1 60 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Key: Pl Dn = Dinner Plate Pl Tw = Twiffler Pl Mf = Muffin P15Sp = Soup Plate P1 Uk = Plate Unknown Size
Pt = Platter Ds = Dish DsLd = Dish Lid Pch = Pitcher ~ Bw = Bowl
Bt Ds = Butter Dish Tc = Teacup S¢ = Saucer Sg = Sugar Bowl Eg Cp = Egg Cup
= T Ld = Tea Lid



5.6.2 Glass

Five glass vessels were recovered from Feature E. One is a rectangular medicine bottle with no
distinguishing characteristics; the other four could not be unidentified.

5.6.3 Pipes
No pipes or pipe fragments were recovered from Feature E.
5.6.4 Small Finds

Six small finds were recovered from Feature E including a small white china button dating to the
1850s, a mirror fragment, three tiles, and two unidentified items.

5.6.5 Faunal Remuains

A number of animal bones were excavated and inventoried but, due to contractual limitations on
the faunal samples, they were not analyzed. No shell was recovered from the feature.

5.7 444 Carlton Ave.

Feature F, a cistern, was excavated on the property at 444 Carlton Ave. A pipe bowl form
common in the 1870s and a mean ceramic date of 1862 suggest that the assemblage was deposited
by the McGuire household in the mid-1860s to early-1870s.

5.7.1 Ceramics

Feature F contained 58 ceramic vessels consisting of 8 household-related vessels, 2 sanitary-related
vessels, 40 kitchen-related vessels, and 8 vessels with unknown functions. Among the kitchen-
related vessels were 6 tablewares, 16 teawares, 7 serving pieces, 3 storage vessels, 3 vessels with
multiple functions, and 3 vessels with unknown functions. The assemblage contained no vessels
designed for food preparation. Table 5.16 depicts the functions of the kitchen-related vessels by
ware type.

Table 5.16 suggests that Mary McGuire owned a table setting of white granite and tea sets of hard-
paste porcelain and bone china. The McGuires' assemblage contained three groups of matching
ceramics: a pair of plain white granite tea cups (vessel #'s 268 and 269); a pair of hard-paste
porcelain 12-sided paneled serving vessels (vessel #'s 300 and 301); and three hard-paste porcelain
straight-ribbed saucers (vessel #s 281, 282, and 283). Table 5.17 lists the McGuires' white
granite, bone china, and hard-paste porcelain vessels by pattern and form.

As the McGuire assemblage contains only 40 kitchen-related vessels, it is difficult to determine the
types of ceramic sets they owned. The presence of vessels in the very similar Boote's Octagon,
Sydenham, and 12-sided paneled patterns suggest that Mary McGuire used complementary vessels
to build a full table setting in the general Gothic shape. Two tea cups and a pitcher suggest that
she possibly owned a separate white granite tea set, but the lack of matching flatware makes this a
provisional identification. The presence of two matching compotes and two tea cups in 12-sided-
paneled porcelain suggest that the McGuires possibly owned a formal table setting in this pattern:
however, once again the lack of matching flatware challenges this conclusion. Five saucers in the
straight-ribbed pattern (two in bone china and three in hard-paste porcelain) suggest that the
McGuires also owned a separate matching tea set.
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Table 5.16. Functions of Kitchen-Related Vessels by Ware Type from 444 Carlton Ave.

Ware Tvpe T E O X G Total
Cream-colored 0 0 l 0 0 0 0 1
White Granite 6 8 1 0 0 2 1 18
Whiteware
Plain 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2
Shell Edge 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Other 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Yellowware 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2
Rockingham 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 |
Brown Stoneware 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Bone China 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2
Hard Paste Porcelain 0 6 4 0 0 1 0 11
All Vessels (count) 6 16 9 0 3 3 3 40
Percent of Total 15% 40% 23% - 8% 8% 8% 102%
Key: T=tablewares E=teawares S= serving pieces
P= preparatory O= storage X= multifunction

G= unknown

Feature F contained a number of unusual vessels. The first is a white granite child's alphabet plate
with a polychrome transfer print of a small child sleeping in the arms of a large dog (Plate 5.5).
Below the picture is the title "The Guardian”. The reverse of the plate is marked Elsmore &
Foster. These potters were active between 1853 and 1871 (Wetherbee 1996:19). The second
vessel is a cream-colored pot, two and three-quarters inches high and four and three-quarters
inches in diameter, with a handle on one side. The vessel's mouth consisted of a funnel which led
to a small hole, while the vessel's side contained a small semi-circular opening. This form is
known as a sputum mug. Used by individuals suffering from bronchial problems, the vessel
"contained water into which the patient could spit to get rid of phlegm. The contents were
concealed from view by a funnel in the top of the mug” (Jackson 1981:21-22). The third vessel is a
porcelain lid with a diameter of three and three-quarters inches. It is decorated with an underglaze
olive-green abstract design. The ware and decoration suggest that the piece is Asian- perhaps the
lid to a ginger jar. The fourth vessel is a redware ointment pot similar to one found in Feature C.
It is one and three-quarters inches tall, one inch in diameter, and has a clear glaze interior and an
unglazed exterior surface.

The fifth vessel is the most unusual found at Atlantic Terminal. It seems to be a miniature redware
brazier with gravel and clay temper (Plate 5.6). It is three inches tall, has a base diameter of two
inches and a rim diameter of four and a quarter inches. The upper section of the vessel is shaped
like a bowl, while the lower section is cylindrical. Three slots in the bottom of the upper section
allow fluid or gas to pass from one section to the other. The bottom section's side contains a semi-
circular opening. Handles are attached to each side of the vessel and a row of thumb prints
decorate the interface between the upper and lower sections of the vessel. Although the vessel
looks like a brazier, no similar form is known to have been found in New York City (Meta
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Table 5.17. Ceramic Vessels by Pattern From 444 Carlton

Tablewares Serving Pieces Teawares
PP PLPIPI Ds Sg Uk
Ware Type Dn Tw Mf Sp Uk Mg Pt Ds Id PchBw Cm  Te S Id T Total
While Granite
Plain 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 O 2.0 0 0 3
Molded Boote's Union 0 1 0 0 1 0 ¢ 1.0 0 0 O 1 0 0 0 4
Sydenham 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0o 0 0 0 O 01 0 0 1
Niagara 0 00 0 0 O ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Straight-Ribbed 6 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 01 0 0 1
12-sided Paneled 1 ¢ ¢ 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 O 2 0 0 0 3
Other 011 0 0 0 ¢ 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
Bone China
Molded  Straight-Ribbed 0 00 0 0 0 0O 0 0 0 0 ¢ 60 2 0 0 2
Hard-Paste Porcelain
Molded  Straight-Ribbed 000 0 0 o0 0 0 0 0 0 © 6 3 0 0 3
B 12-sided Paneled 60 ¢ 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0o 0 2 2 0 0 0 4
Key: Pl Dn=Dinner Plate P1 Tw = Twiffler Pl Mf = Muffin Pl Sp = Soup Plate Pl Uk = Plate Unknown Size
Pt = Platter Ds = Dish Ds Ld = Dish Lid Pch = Pitcher Bw = Bowl
Cm = Compote Te = Teacup Sc = Saucer Sg Ld = Sugar Lid Mg = Mug

Uk T = Unknown Teaware



Janowitz, ceramist: Louis Berger Associates, personal communication, March 1996 and Stephen
Brighton, ceramist: Foley Square Laboratory, personal communication, March 1996).

Also found was a gray-bodied stoneware cruet with a brown salt-glaze stamped "... CEW... Stone
Bottle” in black ink on one side, while the other side bears a registration mark for ceramics dating.
to 1850. No similar vessel has been found in New York or in numerous books on ceramics, or
seen by several archeologists trained in ceramic analysis (Meta Janowitz, ceramist: Louis Berger
Associates, personal communication, March 1996 and Stephen Brighton, ceramist: Foley Square
Laboratory. personal communication, March 1996).

5.7.2 Glass

Fifty-three glass vessels were recovered from Feature F, including 12 kitchen-related, 23 sanitary-
related, 7 household-related, and 11 unidentifiable vessels. Table 5.18 depicts these vessels both
by functional group and subgroup. Feature F, like Feature B, contained no wine or liquor bottles.
Perhaps the McGuires followed the temperance movement and abstained from liquor.

Table 5.19 depicts the McGuires' glass tableware and serving pieces by pattern and vessel form.
The data suggest that the McGuires set their table with full-paneled clear tumblers. No goblets
were recovered. Although goblets are also sometimes used for water, the absence of stemware
supports the hypothesis that the family avoided alcoholic drinks.

Medicinal bottles from Feature F provide little information on the McGuires, as the vast majority
are unembossed. The only identified embossed-medicinal bottles found were for indigestion.

Also among the recovered vessels was a fancy, molded pear-shaped cologne bottle (vessel # 285).

5.7.3 Pipes

Only one pipe fragment was found in Feature F. Based solely on the bowl form, it was assigned a
post-1870 date.

5.7.4 Small Finds

Feature F yielded 86 small finds. These include 11 shoe parts, 3 scrub brushes, 2 tooth brushes,
10 buttons, 7 pencils, 5 combs, 3 mixing spoons, a knife, and 44 other items. Recovered toys
include 2 doll parts. 5 vessels from toy tea sets (Plate 5.4), and | marble. Of particular interest are
four brass-alloy towel holders or curtain/drape pullbacks. These contain two parts. The first
consists of a ring attached to a rod which ends in a screw. The second is a stamped floret with a
hole in its middle that fits over the rod just behind the ring.

5.7.5 Faunal

A variety of animal bones was excavated and inventoried from Feature F; however, due to
contractual limitations on the faunal sample size, they were not analyzed. Shell, however, was
recovered from Feature F. The cistern contained approximately 1,400 grams of northern quahog
{(Merceneria merceneria) and approximately 125 grams of Atlantic surf clam (Spisula solidissima).
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Table 5.18. Glass Vessels by Functional Group from 444 Carlton Ave,

Functional Group # of Vessels % of Total
Kitchen Group

Tableware 8 15%

Teaware 0

Serving Pieces 2 4%

Food Preparation 2 4%

Food Storage 0

Wine/Liquor 0

Total Kitchen Group 12 23%
Sanitary

Hygiene 0

Cosmetic 3 6%

Medicinal 20 38%

Total Sanitary Group 23 44%
Household

Activity 7 13%

Furniture 0

Personal 0

Total Household Group 7 13%
Unidentifiable 11 21%
Total of All Groups 53 101%

Table 5.19. Glass Tableware and Serving Pieces from 444 Carlton Ave.

Decoration Color Tumbler Salt Cellar
Full Paneled clear 7 0
Thumbprint clear 1 0
Cut clear 0 |
Total 8 1
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5.8 448 Carlton Ave,

Two features were uncovered on the 448 Carlton property. The first, a cistern (Feature G), was
completely excavated, while the second, a privy (Feature ), was only sampled. Feature G has a
1858 TPQ, while Feature I's TPQ is 1865. As there are ceramic cross-mends and matching vessels
beiween the features, both assemblages were probably deposited by the same household. Mortimer
and Susan Goff, who inhabited the property from 1863 to at least 1865, most likely created the
deposits. Yet, between 1866 and 1869, Susan Goff may have rented the property to an unknown
tenant. Therefore, if the assemblage was deposited after 1866, the identity of the depositing
household is unknown.

5.8.1 Ceramics

Features G and I contained 146 ceramic vessels consisting of 49 household-related vessels
(including 47 flower pots), 4 sanitary-related vessels, 84 kitchen-related vessels, and 9 vessels with
unknown functions. Among the kitchen-related vessels there were 35 tablewares, 15 teawares, 5
serving pieces, 9 storage vessels, 3 food preparation vessels, 7 vessels with multiple functions, and
10 vessels with unknown functions. Table 5.20 depicts the functions of the kitchen-related vessels
by ware type.

Table 5.20 suggests that the Goffs probably owned table settings of white granite and hard-paste
porcelain. The assemblage contained matching ceramics of white granite from the 12-sided
paneled (vessel #'s 538, 544, 546 and 547) and 8-sided paneled (vessel #'s 339 and 341) patterns;
and a pair of blue shell-edge plates (vessel #s 335 and 336) and a pair of hard-paste porcelain
muffins in the straight-ribbed pattern {vessel #s 548 and 549). Table 5.21 lists the Goffs' white
granite, bone china, and hard-paste porcelain vessels by pattern and form.

The data presented in Table 5.21 suggest that Susan Goff owned a set of plain white granite that
included plates, teawares, and serving pieces; a set of 12-sided paneled white granite that included
plates and teawares; and a tea set of gilded hard-paste porcelain. Like the other excavated
households, the Goffs also owned vessels from patterns which complemented their primary sets.
These vessels were probably used alongside their primary set.

The Goffs' assemblage contained several noteworthy ceramics. The first was a waisted hard-paste
porcelain cup with the gilded words "Remember Me" on its side (vessel # 325). These presentation
cups, probably given as gifts, are common on sites from 1850 to 1900 (Ketchum 1983:153), but
little has been written on their meaning in Victorian society. The second is a large (12 1/2 inches
tall and 10 inches in diameter) white granite slop jar in the Holly pattern (vessel # 355). The lid to
the ornate jar was also recovered. The third was a probable spittoon made from buff stoneware
with a Bristol slip on both the exterior and interior (vessel # 354). The vessel's exterior was also
decorated with blue bands and sponging. The spittoon stood three and a half inches high and was
approximately eight inches in diameter. Finally, fragments of an unidentified bulbous stoneware
vessel decorated with both green glaze and paint was recovered (vessel # 383). Although its exact
form is unidentified, the vessel was probably used for household decoration rather than in a
kitchen- or hygiene-related function.
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Table 5.20. Functions of Kitchen-Related Vessels by Ware Type from 448 Carlton A ve.

-

Ware Type
Redware
Refined Redware
Creamware
White Granite
Pearlware
Transfer Primt
Whiteware
Plain
Hand Painted
Transfer Print
Flowing Colors
Dipped
Sponged
Shell-edged
Other
Yellowware
Rockingham
Brown Stoneware
Buff Stoneware
Bone China
Hard Paste Porcelain
Oriental Export Porc.

Total
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All Vessels (count) 35 15 5 3 9 7 10 84
Percent of Total 2% 18% 6% 4% 11% 8% 12% 101%

Key: T=tablewares E=teawares S=serving pieces
P= preparatory O= storage X= multifunction
G= unknown

5.8.2 Glass

Feature G produced 58 glass vessels consisting of 15 kitchen-related, 9 sanitary-related. 4
household-related, and 30 unidentifiable vessels. Table 5.22 shows the vessels by both functional
group and their respective subgroups. As Feature I was only sampled, its glass was not formally
analyzed. Therefore, Table 5.22 depicts only vessels from Feature G. Except for the inexplicably
high number of unidentifiable vessels, the data reveal nothing unusual in Feature G's glass
assemblage.

Medicinal bottles from Features G and [ provide some revealing details about the Goffs. Six

bottles of Barry's Tricopherous for the Skin and Hair suggest that Mortimer Goff was balding.
Bottles of Fahnestocks' Vermifuge and Nowill's Pectoral Honey of Liverwort suggest that
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Table 5.21. Ceramic Vessels by Pattern From 448 Carlton Ave,

Tablewares Serving Pieces Teawares
Pl PI PI Pl PI Ds Bt
Ware Type Dn Tw Mf Sp Uk Pt Ds Ld Pch Bw Ds Te S¢ Cr Total
White Granite
Plain Plain 2 1 0 0 2 0O 0 o 0 O 1 0 1 0 7
Meakin (marked) 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 0o 0 0 0 0 1 o0 1
Alcock (marked) 0o 0 0 1 0D 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 © 1
Molded Naturalistic 0O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Paneled 12-sided 1 1 3 0 0 0 0o 0 0 0 O 1 0 0 6
Paneled 8-sided 0 1 0 0 O 0 ¢ ¢ 0 0 O 0 0 0 1
Paneled Unknown sides 0O 0 1 0 ¢ 0o ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Alternate Loops 1 0 0 0 ¢ o 0 0 0 0 O 0 ¢ 0 1
Other 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 ¢ 2 0 1 0 0 6
Other 0 0 0 1 0O 1 0 0 0 0 0O 1 0 0 3
3 Bone China
Molded Naturalistic ¢ 0 0 0 o0 0 0 01 0 ¢ 0 0 0 1
Hard-Paste Porcelain
Plain 0 0 1 0 0 60 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2
Molded Straight-Ribbed 0 0 2 0 0 0o 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 2
Other 0 1 0 0 0 0o 0 0 0 0 O ¢ 0 0 1
Gilded Banded 0 0 1 ¢ 1 o 0 0 0 O O 4 0 0 6
Other 1 0 0 0 0 0o 0 0 0 O O ¢ 0 0 1
Key: Pl Dn = Dinner Plate Pl Tw = Twiffler Pl Mf = Muffin Pi Sp = Soup Plate Pl Uk = Plate Unknown Size
Pt = Platter Ds = Dish Ds Ld = Dish Lid Pch = Pitcher Bw = Bowl

Bt Ds = Butter Dish Te = Teacup Sc = Saucer Cr= Creamer



household members sutfered from worms and consumption. Also found was a bottle of Van
Buskirk's Fragrant Sozodont which was used for oral hygiene.

Feature G also contained four small glass vials (vessel #'s 362-365) holding dried paint pigments.
The pigments were of orange, red, and yellow (2 vials) paints.

Table 5.22. Glass Vessels by Functional Group from 448 Carlton Ave.

Functional Group # of Vessels % of Total
Kitchen Group

Tableware 5 9%

Teaware 0

Serving Pieces 0

Food Preparation 6 11%

Food Storage 2 3%

Wine/Liquor 2 3%

Total Kitchen Group 15 26%
Sanitary

Hygiene 0

Cosmetic 2 3%

Medicinal 7 12%

Total Sanitary Group ) 15%
Household

Activity 3 5%

Furniture 1 2%

Personal 0

Total Household Group 4 7%
Unidentifiable 30 52%
Total of All Groups 58 100%

Table 5.23 depicts the assemblage's tablewares and serving pieces by pattern and vessel form. The
few number of vessels precludes strong patterns from emerging, but it seems that the Goffs owned
a set of full-paneled tumblers, and may have supplemented it with half-paneled vessels.
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Table 5.23. Glass Tableware and Serving Pieces from 448 Carlton Ave.

Decoration Color Tumbler Goblet
1/2 Paneled clear 1 0

Full Paneled clear 3 0
Unidentified Molded turquoise 0 I
Total 4 1
5.8.3 Pipes

Feature G contained 11 pipe fragments and three identifiable pipes. A probable TPQ of 1840 is
indicated by pipe # 66. which is molded in the form of a claw supporting a plain bowl. This design
became popular after the introduction of hand-carved meerschaum bowls in the 1840s. The stem
of Pipe # 68 is marked "MURRAY" / "GLASGOW", representing William Murray, who operated
his Glasgow firm from 1830 to 1861 (Walker 1983). Feature I contained an interesting molded
pipe which exhibited a buck on one side and a canon on the other. During the mid-nineteenth
century, messages encoded in pictures were a common form of word play. These images were
probably meant to be read "buck-canon” or Buchanan, referring to Martin Buchanan's 1856
presidential campaign (Diane Dallal, March 1996 Archeological Curator: South Street Seaport
Museum, personal communication, March 1996).

5.8.4 Small Finds

Feature G yielded 287 small finds. These included 57 shoe parts, 10 buttons, 4 cloth fragments, 8
toothbrushes, 3 combs, 14 mirror fragments, 8 pencils, 16 lamp parts, and 167 other items.
Recovered toys included 3 doll parts, 3 vessels from toy tea sets, a yellow glass marble, and a
domino. Among the more interesting items found were a mustache comb with the molded patent
date of June 13, 1871 (from the upper-most stratum- Catalog # 204), and a brass naval button,
dating after 1850, marked on the reverse "SCOVILL MFG CO. WATERBURY" (Johnson
1948:77; Luscomb 1992:174). No documentary evidence of Goff, or any other inhabitant of 448
Carlton, being in the navy was identified.

5.8.5 Faunal Remains

A variety of animal bones were excavated and inventoried from Feature G; however, due to
contractual limitations on the faunal sample size, they were not analyzed. Feature G contained
approximately 1,440 grams of northern quahog (Merceneria merceneria), approximately 1,855
grams of eastern oyster (Crassostrea virginia}, and approximately 25 grams of common northern
moon snail (Lunatia heros).

5.9 450 Carlton Ave.

The property at 450 Carlton Ave. was represented by a single large cistern (Feature H). This
- feature contained two distinct assemblages, a lower deposit dating to the mid- to late- 1860s (1864
TPQ) and an upper deposit dating to the late- 1890s or early-1900s (1900 TPQ). The upper
deposit also included artifacts from the 1860s assemblage. The feature also contained a middle
deposit consisting of artifacts from both assemblages. Often artifacts found in this middle deposit
could not be ascribed with confidence to either assemblage. The Draper household was probably
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responsible tor the later deposit, but the household responsible for the earlier deposit is unknown.
It could have been the Drapers, who moved to the property in 1868, but it was probably an
unknown tenant living on the property between 1863 and 1867.

3.9.1 Ceramics

The excavation of Feature H produced 1,161 ceramic vessels (including 1,016 flower pots)
representing two assemblages. The upper. more recent, assemblage contained 1069 vessels. These
included 5 sanitary-related vessels, 1018 household-related vessels (including 1,016 flower pots),
40 kitchen-related vessels, and 6 vessels with unknown functions. Among the kitchen-related
vessels were 8 tablewares, 20 teawares, 2 serving pieces, 2 storage vessels, 1 food preparation
vessel. 2 vessels with multiple functions, and 4 vessels with unknown functions. Table 3.24
depicts the functions of the Kitchen-related vessels by ware type for this upper assemblage.

The lower, older assemblage contained 92 vessels, including 3 sanitary-related vessels, 3
household-related vessels {no flowerpots), 75 kitchen-related vessels, and 11 vessels with unknown
functions. Kitchenwares included 16 tablewares, 25 teawares, 4 serving pieces, 8 storage vessels,
9 preparatory vessel, 5 vessels with multiple functions, and & vessels with unknown functions.
Table 5.25 depicts the functions of the kitchen-related vessels by ware type for the lower
assemblage.

Table 5.24. Functions of Kitchen-Related Vessels by Ware Type for the Upper Deposit from
450 Carlton Ave, (Catalog #'s 244, 245, 246, 270, 271, 272, 273, 274, 289)

Ware Type T E S P 0 X G Total
Refined Redware )] i 0 0 0 0 0 1
Creamware 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
White Granite 5 0 2 1 0 0 1 9
Whiteware .

Plain 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Transfer Print 0 5 0 0 0 0 2 7

Gilded 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

Decal I 3 0 0 0 1 0 5

Shell-edged l 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Other 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 3
Yellowware 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Buff Stoneware 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2
Other Stoneware 0 I 0 0 0 0 0 1
Hard Paste Porcelain 0 5 0 0 0 0 1 6
All Vessels (count) 8 20 2 1 2 2 4 39
Percent of Total 21% 51% 5% 3% 5% 5% 10% 100%

Key: T=tablewares E=teawares S= serving pieces
P= preparatory O= storage X= multifunction
G= unknown
82



Table 5.25. Functions of Kitchen-Related Vessels by Ware Type for the Lower Deposit from
450 Carlton Ave. (Catalog #'s 285, 286, 287, 290, 291)

Ware Type T E S P 0 X G Total
Redware 0 1 0 1 3 0 0 5
Refined Redware 1 1 0] 0 0 0 0 2
White Granite 9 11 3 0 0 2 1 26
Whiteware

Plain 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1

Hand Painted 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

Transfer Print 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 4

Flowing Colors 0 1 0 0 0 0 l 2

Dipped-Annular 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 3

Sponged 0 | 0 0 0 0 0 1
Yellowware 0 0 0 7 0 1 0 8
Rockingham 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2
Buff Stoneware 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 2
Gray Stoneware 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 3
Bone China 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2
Hard Paste Porcelain 6 5 l 0 0 0 1 13
All Vessels (count) 16 25 4 9 8 5 3 75
Percent of Total 21% 33% 5% 12% 1% 7% 11% 100%

Key: T=tablewares E=teawares S= serving pieces
P= preparatory O= storage X= multifunction
G= unknown

The 39 vessels from the upper assemblage are too few to make strong conclusions about the
Drapers' table settings, but the data depicted in Table 5.24 suggest that they may have owned sets
of white granite, hard-paste porcelain, transfer-printed whiteware, and decal-decorated whiteware.
To determine if the Drapers owned matching sets in these wares, Table 5.26 lists these wares by
pattern and form. The data suggest that the Drapers owned a set of plain white granite tableware;
however, this set may not have contained any teaware. The Drapers may have used hard-paste
porcelain teawares to accompany their white granite. Five varieties of porcelain tea-related vessels
were recovered in the assemblage, but as the patterns do not seem to complement each other, it is
difficult to determine if they were used together or represent several sets