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I. INTRODUCTION

This report discusses thé results of documentary regearch con-
ducted to investigate the possibilities for the presence of im-—
portant archaeological resources on the site of a proposed
underground extension of the New York University Law School
library. The planned construction will extend beneath the pave-
ment of Sullivan Street, between West Third Street and Washington
Sguare South, and also beneath the locations of the Moot Cou;t
building (to be removed) and the adjacent park immediately east
of the Sullivan Street sidewalk (see Figure 1l). The roadway and
sidewalk will be restored after the undergrouﬂd'structure has

been completed.

This particular block is unique in the Washington Square-area,
having been created relatively recently, in 1903. Before that
year, the area under‘study contained residential buildings, part
of a neighborhood first developed in the early 19th century. It
consisted of six-lots, three facing north toward Washington Square
Park and three facing West Third Street. The houses on these lots
were demolished when the street was cut through, but material
remains associated with occupation of the houses--particularly
deeply excavated features such as privies, cisterns, and wellg--
as well as evidence of still earlier occupations, may remain

intact beneath the pavement.

The data compiled in this report come from public records, includ-

ing conveyances on file at the Surrogate's Court and records of
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the New York City Department of Buildings. Newspaper articles

and local histories were also consulted. Relevant insurance

maps and general maps drawn for a variety of purposes were ex-
amined (see Appendix A). In addition, the Bureau of Topoéraphy,

in the Office of the Manhattan Borough President, provided a map
showing the locations of test borings in the vicinity of Washington
Squaré Park.. This map, and the records of the borings will be .

found in Appendix B.

N.Y.U.'s Office of Planniﬁg and Construction provided information
about core samples taken in connection with construction activiﬁies
at Vanderbilt Hall, Vanderbilt Courtyard, the Kevorkian Center,
MacDougal Street, West Third Street, Sullivan Street, and the

small park at the northeast corner of the latter two streets.

These plans and test results are presented in Appendix C.

The documentary research was designed to assess the possibilities
of encountering prehistoric and/or historic subsurface cultural
materials within the project area, and to ascertain, if possible,

the present condition of such materials.

IT. CULTURAL RESQURCES

Before discussing the record of prehistoric and historic occupation
in the project area, three general sets of pertinent factors must

be considered.

1. Local geological events following the last Ice Age. During

the Pleistocene, glacial ice flowed southward through the project
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area, depositing layers of glacial till--composed of unassorted
boulders, sand, and gravel (Flint 1971). Following the retreat

of the ice mass, alluvial deposits carried by @he flood waters

of some local stream were formed above the tj%l (Butzer 1971:
178-91). Examination of borings No. 2 and No.3 from the site of
the Kevorkian Center (Appendix C) indicates that the surfaces of
these deposits are located considérably below the present road
surface. At a depth of 21 feet, the borings indicate a layer of
peat, which appears to have been formed at or near the surface of
a body of water which covered the till. Above the peat are layers

of silt and sand.

2. The development of Washington Square Park. In 1798, the area

now known as Washington Square Park was designated a potters’
field. For this use, it was necessary to channelize and cover a
small stream--Minetta Brook--which passed through the western
part of the area, and to level the terrain (Stokes 1939:LLL,

MCC 4/10/1797). The documents do not indicate the extent of the

area leveled, or the nature of the fill.

In 1825,'New York City stopped using the leocality for burials,
and, in preparation for creating the park, again leveled and
filled the area (Stokés 1939: 1/31/1825). Though no firsthand
account of this episode has been discovered, it is mentioned in
a newspaper article dated May 13, 1890 (Ne% York Times, 13 May
1890, p. 9, col. 4). The article reporfs that, while excavating
for the foundation of Washington Square Arch, workers found

human bones and a tombstone dated 1803 at a depth of eight feet.
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According to the Vielle map (1874), the topography of Sullivan
Street prior to 1797 was similar to that in the area now used

as a park} Minetta Stream traversed the park in a southwesterly
direction, passing west of where the Arch stands today. (See

also Figuré 2 for relationship of Minetta Brook to the project
area.) Therefore, i1f the base of the Arch is eight feet above

the 1825 ground surface, at a spot which had been leveled onée
before, in 1797, it can be hypothesized that the present ground
level of the project site—-—now at the same elevation as Washington
Square Park--is substantially above the level at the same location

at the turn of the 19th century.

3. The extension of Sullivan Street through the project area.

In 1903, when Sullivan Street was extended northward from West
Third Street to Washington Square South, the affected portion of
Block No. 541 consisted of four lots, three of which contained
buildings. ‘(Parts of two other lots, immediately. east of
Sullivan Street are also located within the project area, and
will be discussed below.) These three structures were destroyed
when the road was built. Conclusions about prpbable.survival of
different classes of archaeological resources assoclated with
the demolished buildings will be based on information concerning
the nature 6f the road-building process in early 20th century

New York.

A. PREHISTORIC RECORD

Archaeological research has demonstrated that Native American

populations inhabited the lower Hudson Valley during the Paleo-
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indian stage (ca.’9000 B.C. - ca. 7000 B.C.), the Archaic stage
{ca. 7000 B.C. - ca. lOOOLB.C.), and the Woodland stage (ca.

1000 B.C. — European conéact) (Salwen 1975:43-55). There are no
archaeological or documentary records of Native American occupation
within the project area. However, both archaeological and ethné—
graphic sources indicaﬁe that access to fresh water was an import-
ant factor in choice of occupation areas (Baugher-Perlin and
others 1982:5). The project area is guite close to the former
location of Minetta Brook (Figure 2), and hence may have been
attractive to Native American populations, though it lies immedi—‘
ately outside of one on the areas shown on the recently completed
city-sponsored map "that, because of their gedgraphic character-

istics, have high archaeological potential (Baugher—-Perlin 1982:

Fig. 2}.

If Native Americans did use land within the project area, archaeo-—
logical evidence for such occupation{s) would have been deposited
on the post-glacial land surface--located substantially below

the present street surface, and protected from early 19th

century construction activities by fill deposited on at least two
separate occasions (see above). In summary, the presence of an
attractive ("sensitive") physiographic setting, in association
with good probabilities for preservation, makes it difficult to
preclude the possibility of encountering prehistoric materials

within the project area.

B. HISTORIC RECORD
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The land within the project area (Block No. 541: Lots 15, 16, 17,
33, 34, and 35. See Figure 3) was part of the Elbert Herring
farm until 1797, when it was bought by John Ireland. In 1826,
the block was divided into lots and sold. This-date is import-
ant, because it was in 1825 that the city stopped using the
Washington Square park location for burials and created the park
itgelf, thus making the areas around it more attractive for
habitation. Until this time, there may have been some wooden
shacks_on the pfoperty, but these have not been found on any of

the maps consulted, and are unlikely to have left traces in the

archaeological record (Eendin 1982:54).

During the late 1820s énd early 1830s, buildings were erected on
Lots 15, 16, 17, 33 and 34. Lot 35 was never built upon, remain-
ing open, and providing access to West Third Street. According to
all maps consulted which show individuwal buildings, this was the
only lot in the vicinity which offered access to the backyard
areas. Insurance maps dating from 1854 and 1902 (Per;is 1854,
1902} indicate that the buildings on the other lots underwent no
major alterations until they were destroyed when Sﬁllivan Street -
was extended. Unfortunately, city records concerning the build-
ings themselves have been destroyed. Their dimensions can only

be approximated from the maps.

Facing the park, on Lots 15 and 16, two four¥story buildings were
erected. These measured 25 feet in width and 68 feet in length.
Though basement depths are unknown, core samples taken in 1969

before construction of the Kevorkian Center on Lots 16 and 17
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indicate that the building on Lot 17 had a nine-foot-deep base--
ment. According to the Perris maps, the buildings on Lots 15

and 16 were constructed of brick, with wooden fronts.

Lot 33, where the small park now faces West Third Street, con-
tained a two-and-a-half-story house. It was constructed of brick,
and measured 25 feet in width and 35 feet in length. The house
had a rear extension, alsb'of brick, on the eastern side of the

lot, measuring-15 feet in width and 25 feet in length.

According to the codes on all maps consulted, Lot 34 contained
a five-story brick building which housed a store. It was 35 feet

long and 20 feet wide.

The maps do not indicate structures in the backyard areas. However,
it is very probable that these areas contained wells, privies,

cisterns, and/or other small utilitarian constructions.

During the 20th century, two buildings were erected on portions
of Lots 16, 17, and 33, The Moot Court building was. erected

near the center of the backyard areas of Lots 17 and 33. The
basement of this building is eight:and a half feet deep and oc-
cupies an area 26 feet wide by 72 feet long. The Moot Court
will be demolished before construction of the Law School Library
extension 1s begun. AThe Kevorkian Center building is constructed
primarily on Lot 17, but also occupies an ll-foot.by 78-foot area
in the northeast part of Lot 16. It will not be affected by the

proposed new:construction.



Law School Project .8,

C. PRESENT CONDITION OF NATIVE AMERICAN MATERIALS

Any in situ Native American archaeological deposits within the
project area should be encountered on the buried alluvial surface
discussed above. While it is poésible that guch occupation layerg-
may have been disturbed by the erection of buildings in the early
19th century, this is unlikely to have occurred, given the deeply
buried position of the alluvium and the relatively shallow base-
ment depths. After tﬁe structures were completed, any Native
American cultural assemblages not disturbed by basement construct-
ion would have been sealed in and protected from subsequent
damage. It is more likely that small portions of such archaeo-
logical strata may have been disturbed by the.excavation of wells

and privies in backyard areas.

As indicated on Figure 1, it is suggested that the entire project
area may contain-intact archaeological. strata associated with

Native American occupation of the locality.

. D. PRESENT CONDITION OF EUROAMERICAN MATERIALS

In 1903, Sullivan Street was extended through Lots 15, 16, 34,

and 35. The buildings on these lots were torn down, their base-
ments were filled, and the roadbed was prepared. According to
the New York City Buread of Topography, the bed would have been
excavated to a depth of two feet, filled with appropriate ballast,
and then paved. Thus, the tops of backyard features would have
been truncated during this process. What is most striking about

the Sullivan Street block is the apparent absence of major utility
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lines under the pavement. No record was found of installation
of utilities since the street was created in 1903. A single

small electrical line ruﬁs north—-south under the eastern sidewalk

at a depth of 36 inches..

As indicated above, the Moot Court building, with.its relatively
shallow eight-and-a-half-foot-deep basement, may have affected
archaeological déposits or features in the backyard areas of Lots
17 and 33. The slightly deeper basement of the Kevorkian Center
in the northeastern part of Lot 16 and the north two-thirds of

Lot 17 is outside of the project area.

As indicated in Figure l, it is expected that all backyard areas
except those covered by the Moot Court building will be most
likely to vield intact occupation surfaces and featuresvsuch as
wells, privies and cisterns. The area under the Moot Court is
believed to have 'a:somewhat:lower potential., The areas formerly
covered by the 19th century buildings themselves ére considered

least likely to contain materials in good archaeological context.

ITITI. CULTURAL IMPORTANCE

The cultural importance of any archaeological complex, whether
prehistoric or historical, lies primarily in it's contribution
to the body of knowledge concerning the social groups which
creéted it. Because almost no Native American material has been
found in an undisturbed context in lower Manhattan, any intact
strata. in this part of the city that are excavated with adequate

scientific control can make a significant contribution to our
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understanding of the Native BAmerican cultures of coastal New York.

Historically, the development of the Washington Square vicinity
into a residential neighbo;hood_in the early 19th century marks
an important change in the structural relatiéﬁéhip-of working -
establishments to domestic life. Prior to this change, apprentices
.usually lived with their employers, who lived in or hear their
places of business in lower Manhattan. When the city began to
grow at a rate faster than itfs ability to house it's population,
some richer people moved to newly created suburbs. This change
in settlement pattern coincided with the defelopmeﬁt of the area
surrounding Wgshington Square Park into a well-to-do ;esidential
néighborhood {Bender 1982:34—35).A Later, during the 1880s, the
area south of the park was occupied by é lower class_populétion,.
providing housing for artists and other boarders (Cantor 1982:
44-45) . Figure'4 (New York Herald Tribune 1949) provides a

view of Washington Square South immediately.west of Sulliwvan

Street, as it appeared in the first half of the 20th century.

It is therefore likely that archaeological materials recovered

from within the project area will reflect both class differences
and within-class changes over time. It can be expected that
specimens from Some contexts will relate to the tastes and adapta-
tions of the upper middle class suﬁurbanités, while other maéerials

will reflect the behavior of later lower class boarders.

So far; modern, controlled excavations have recovered data from
earlier settled parts of the city-—-farther downtown. Archaeoclogical

deposits from the Washington Square locality would help to show
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ways in which material culture reflects the social changesAthat
took place in the city at a later time. They should also be
useful in helping to define differences between the.upper and
lower classes, as reflected in such things as dietéry habits,
‘clothing, recreational activities. Data of this nature should

contribute to the solution of questions that are of major inter-

est to both anthropolegists and historians.

Iv. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

It is difficult to make firm predictions about the presence of
Native American cultural materials at the Sullivan Street site.~
Some of the engineering boring logs indicate that a habitable
land surface, made more attractive by the brokimity of Minetta
Brook, existed here early in the post—glacial period. This would
have been at a time before the area was inundated by the body of
water which supported the development of the peat layers visible
in cores No. 1 and No. 3 (Appendix C) at a depth of about 21 feet
below the present surface. If such early cultiral assemblages

ever existed, they should still be present and undisturbed.

It is also possible, though unverifiable without reexamination
of the cores themselves, that later Native Américan remains may
" be present in the sand strata shown above the peat in the boring
logs. Even though the actual probabilities are difficult fo
assess, the great importance of materials of these kinds to our
understanding of Native American cultures'would seem to make

archaeological testing mandatory throughout the project area.
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The importance of archaeological materials relating to the
historic period occupations of the project area has already been
discussed. As noted, the areas most likely to contain intact
deposits of historicr period material are the bggkyards. it is
also possible that historic materials may lie on the floérs of

the early 19th century cellars, shown by the boring logs to be

filled at present with demolition rubble.

Therefore, almost all of the construétion area may contain import-
ant, intact, archaeological deposits. It is recommended that an
archaeological testing program be developed to determine the
extent, nature, and condition of any such materials. It is not
within the scope of this report to propose.a detailed plan for
this purpose. However, it is possible to make some general recom-

mendations. It is suggested that research proceed in the following

crder:

a) . examination of existing corésﬂby'personnel'experienced
in assessing their archaeological significance,

b) conduct additional borings if existing cores do not
.clearly indicate the sequence and nature of sfrata, and

c} based on the results bf'theée.examinations, excavate

a series of test cuts in the backyard areas.

The Native American materials, if present, will be found at deeper
levels. All cores obtained in connection with the search for
materials of the hiétoric period should be driven deep enough
to sample possible Native American deposits. .Therefore, such

tests must penetrate-to the top og the till stratum, located
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beneath the zone of peat. If sultable samples are obtained, it
would be useful to attempt radiocarbon dating. Based upon the
results of these explorations, further actions can be planned

as appropriate.
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FIGURE 2,

Vicinity of N.Y.U. Sullivan
Street Project in 1817. Map
showing Sullivan Street, Amity
{(West Third) Street, Fifth
Avenue, and Minetta Brook.

From "Actual Map of 80 Years
Growth of New York City"
(4x magnification).
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FIGURE 3.

Block No. 541 in 1854. Map
showing lots and buildings in
N.Y.U. Project area, between
West Third Street and Washing-
ton Square South at Sullivan
Street.

From Wm. Perris Atlas of New
York 1854 (2x magnification).
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;All but 44 of 177 Tenants
Are Ont; Few May Delay | ?
Progress on Law Center|®

The frst clearing of the con-|-
troversial block at the southwest|; -
corner of Washington Square to|*.
Imake way for New York Univer- |,
sity’s $3.000.700 Law Center starts 1:#
this morning with the demolition
of five unoccupied four-and-flve-
story brick resigenm B £
The buildings to be wrecked—
all of them in poor condition and
inimost & hundred years old—are |
at 138, 140 =nd 142 Macdougal
‘Street, 40 Washington Square |£
South, and 107 West Third Street. s
§NMWnsuunimmsmoﬁmﬂh
pide of the block. .t
i Dean Russel D. Niles, of the|]
N, Y. U. Law School, announced |}
thas the seventeen other buildings !j
in the block. including seven studio
ment buildings overlooking:fes
Square. couid probably be
Fazed by Oct. 1 when construction
is scheduled to begin. The univer-: B,
Birr hopes to have the center ready l E

%t ar wAEA _ " -

A

FIGURE 4.

View of Washington Square
) South: as ‘it -appeared in 1949.
. . This block is immediately

west of the Project Area.
(N.Y. Herald Tribune, August 2,
1949)
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Appendix A

The insurance maps consulted are 1ocated in the map room
of the New York Public Library. The following list is.made
up of the years of the maps looked at.

1854 - Perris Atlas
1859
1881
1891
1902

The meps in this list are also at the New York Public Library.

1800 ilap of New York City, compiled from originals by Louis
A. Risse.

1807 Plan of New York City '

1817 ‘'Actual map of 80 years growth' of New York City

1824 Compiled plan of New York City

1827 iap of New York City, 'compiled and corrected from
authentic documents.'’

1849 wap of New York City

1864 New York City farm map '

1874 vVielle topographical map of Nanhattan, compiled from
earlier maps.

1908 G@lap of Manhattan, shows a bullding on lot 33 (Vol. 1,
Stokes.)



Appendix B

Test core data from Washington Square Park and Vicinity.
Location map and logs oﬁ borings No. 31 through No. 42'.
New York City Board of Transportation. From files of the
Bureau of Topography, Office of the Manhattan Borough

President.
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Appendix C

Test core data from borings done for N.Y.U. by the New

Jersey Drilling Company, Inc.

1. Location plans and boring logs for Vanderbilt Hall Court-
yard, Vanderbilt Hall, and the Kevorkian Center (from
1981 Report).

2. Location plan and boring logs for Law School Academic
Building and Dormitory, including three borings from

within the project area {(from 1982 Report}.
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o N W JERSEY DRILLING CO., INC.
: BORING LOG
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NEYY JERSEY DRILLING CO., INC.
BORING LOG

CUSTOMER PROIECT o8 KD N SHEET NO HOLE
New York University l Academic Bldp. Site ]077 | of 2 e 2
SITE . - COORDINATES i ANGLE mouﬂ*omzon BEAFING
Sullivan St. (Fast) 20
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NEW JERSEY DRILLING CO., INC.

BORING LOG

CosTowen PROLIECT OB WO SHEET MO HOLE
_New York University Academic Bldp. Site RD77 lof 2 _1°3
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NEW JERSEY DRILLING CO., INC.
 BORING LOG

CUSTOMER

New York University
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%%itory Building Site
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- NEW JERSEY DRILLING CO., INC.
BORING LOG

CUSYO'MER _ . PROJECT R JOB NO SHEET MO HOLE
New York lUniversity Domitory Buildine Site 8n77 l1of 2 ™ 5§
SITE . 3 COORADYNATES ANGLE FROM HORIZONIBE ARING
West Third St. nno/
BEGUN COMPLETED oriLter T - Wood DRILL MAKE AND MODEL HOLE SIZE TVER BURDEN (FT {ROCK (FT} ;Jorp:;h
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BORING LOG

NEW JERSEY DRILLING CO., INC.

!

CUSTOMER . PROJECT JOB ND SHEET NO HOL.E
New York lmiversity Dormitory Buildine Site anz7? S
SATE R COORDINAIES ANGLE FROM HORIZONBEARING
W. Sullivan St. | 9n° i
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. |EE|E .7 §| PENETRATION | Z £ |25 i
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4n ]
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29 . | i
sPo1sl 32110 {10 |12 357 N
TEWRM I oM S pomitory RPulding Site —A 1

Abandoned hole with NI casing at 35' as per orders hy Ralph Pacifico (NY1] Supt.)

Cormplaint by owner of pronerty at hole location.
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