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•
ABSTRACT

• Archaeol091cal investigations were undertaken on the proposed site of a
Social Security building in the Jamaica section of the Borough of Queens by
Soil Systems, Inc., under contract with the General Services Administration.
The purpose of those investigations was to determine the nature and extent of
archaeological resources that have survived within the study block, and to
generate recommendati ons concern; ng future archaeo1ogical phases on the pro-
ject. Historical research undertaken by Soil Systems. Inc. during Phase I of
this project indicated that the block may have been utilized as early as the
1660s, and that structures were definitely present on the study area by 1782.
The Phase I research indicated that there was little likelihood that prehis-
toric resources would be found.

•

• Archaeological testing began on the block on November 29. 1982, and exca-
vatiens were campl eted on January 3. 1983. Thirty seven backhoe trenches
were excavated, and those trenches were supplemented with hand dug excavation
units in areas where features or artifact concentrations were observed.Artifacts· analys is was conducted concurrentl y with the fie1dwork, and was
completed within a week and a half after completion of the field phase.

The excavations and analyses conducted on the study tract indicated that
the earliest archaeological resources that have survived to the late eigh-
teenth century. The lack of earlier artifacts and features in this case may
indicate that development of the block was later than expected, or that the
deep basements that 1ined the northern sections of the block had destroyed
all traces of earlier occupations. At any rate. at least one late eighteenth
century feature was found. as were a number of features and artifact concen-
trations spanning the second half of the nineteenth century.

Five areas were identified during the Phase II investigations that will
require attenti on during SUbsequent archaeol ogical phases. Those areas in-
elude what appears to have been a deep basement that may to have been filled
during -the 1ate ei ghteenth and early nineteenth centuri es , as wen as fea-
tures and artifact concentrati ons that relate to a series of hotels present
on the block during the nineteenth century. Each area is described in detail
in Chapter V of this report, and recommendations are presented concerning thelevel of additional work needed for each area.

•

•

•

•

•

It was anticipated that archaeological resources would be found within
the study block that were encapsulated beneath fairly deep fill layers. That
expectation was not fulfilled since the original terrain in that area had not
been greatly modified through time. Despite that factor, significant archaeo-
logical resources were identified. and it is anticipated that those resources
will yield valuable insights into the history of the Jamaica section of
Queens from the late eighteenth through the nineteenth centuries.
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I. INTRODUCTION

•

•

This report presents the results of a cultural resource testing program
of the proposed site of the Social Security Administration Center, a Federal
Office Building in Jamaica, Queens County, New York. This project was imple-
mented under contract No. GS-02B-2315 between the General Serv;ces Adm;nis-
tration . (GSA) and Soil Systems. Inc. (SSI), under the provisions of the
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969, and Executive Order 11593. The goal of the testing
program (or pedestrian survey as it is described in the contract), was to
verify the results of the historical analysis accomplished in Phase I of this
contract. The objective of Phase I was to determine the archaeological
potential of the project area, and whether any potential resources would be
affected by the proposed construction. A second objective was to design a
plan of work for performing subsurface testing. The latter was executed from
November 29, 1982 through January 3, 1983 in Phase II. which is discussed inthis report.

•

•

The project area is located in Jamaica, Queens County, New York, and is
bounded by Jamaica Avenue to the north, Parsons Boulevard to the east, Archer
Avenue to the south, and the eastern property 1ine of the former Dutch
Reformed Church on the west (Figure 1).

As stated above, the objective of Phase II was to verify the results of
the historical analysis conducted in Phase I. Machine-aided subsurface test-
ing was to be used in Phase II to confirm or deny the predicted existence of
significant, intact, buried cultural resources in the project area. The
analysis of trench profiles and recovered archaeological materials would
provide the necessary data to determine the integrity and verify the signifi-
cance of the resources encountered. The General Services Administration's
scope of work stated that Phase II should contain, but not be limited to, the
performance of subsurface testing in the area delineated by borings numbered
11-12-13-14-16-17-18-19 (Figure 2). These borings were part of the 26 test
borings placed in the project area for GSA by W. M. Walsh Co. Inc.

•

•

•

Soil Systems, Inc. I s strategy for the testing program. as presented in
the Phase I report (Rockman, Dublin and Friedlander 1982), involved the
machine excavation of apprOXimately 20 trenches (20 feet by 2.5 feet). Those
trenches were used to sample two types of land use in the project area. The
first was a strip of land along the property lines at the rear of lots, in
order to locate features such as wells or privies which tend to be 10cated in
such areas in urban contexts. Within the project area to be tested, trenches
were to be placed ina strip running along Archer Avenue. and ina 1ine
running east/west in the middle of the main portion of modern Lot 27 (Figure
3), which was the location of a rear property line in the nineteenth century.
Other trenches were to be placed in the central portion of the project area
in order to locate the remains of earlier (pre-1900) ground surfaces and
other features, including deposits associated with outbuildings located in
this area of the block. The testing plan included stripping larger areas to
look for features if no early ground surface remains or features were found.

•

•
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•

•
The proposed test trench location strategy was followed in the actual

testing program with some modifications. A series of five trenches were
placed along Archer Avenue at a di stance of 20 feet north of the southern
project boundary. A second transect of five trenches was excavated at the
northernmost extent of the eight bor tnqs , approximately 80 feet from the
southern project boundary. Trenches were also placed between those two
transects to examine deposits in the center of the boring area. This central
area fell between early structures and at the rear of properties which
fronted on both Jamaica and Archer.•

•

Fi ve trenches were pl aced outsi de of the aforementi oned bori n9 area to
sample the areas which the Phase I study indicated had a high potential for
containing intact, buried archaeological deposits. These areas included
modern Lot 38~ the rear of modern Lots 17, 18~ and 19 along Jamaica Avenue
(an area of rear yards of middle and late nineteenth century structures), and
the northwest quadrant of modern Lot 55 (Figure 3).

•
Prior to the completion of the original 20 trenches. the contract between

GSA and SSI was amended, whereby the fi el d i nvesti gati on was expanded to
i ncl ude up to 20 addi ti onal trenches to test the block in its enti rety. The
areas covered by these additi ona1 trenches inc 1uded modern Lots 29, 31, and
34; the entrance to the Jamaica Theater on Jamaica Avenue; the alleyway
between modern Lots 21 and 50; the front porti ons of Lots 17 to 19, al so on
Jamaica Avenue; Standard Place between modern Lots 19 and 21; the southern
portion of modern Lot 55, and the main area of modern Lot 27. The majority
of these addi ti anal trenches focused on the northern porti on of the study
area, as this was the location of the most intensive areas of historic occupa-
tion, especially during the eighteenth century.•

•
A total of 37 trenches were actually placed within the project area,

rather than the full 40. The information provided by the 37 trenches was
sufficient for testing the predicted resource potential of the block. devel-
oped in the Phase I study. In addi ti on, these trenches were adequate in
developing an overall plan of the entire project area's stratigraphy, includ-
ing the location of intact artifact bearing deposits and features. Finally,
these trenches provided sufficient information for developing a data retriev-
al plan for the next investigation phase of the project area.

• The excavati on of these 37 trenches demonstrated that the eastern central
portion of the project area contained the earliest deposits and features
possibly dating to the early nineteenth century.' The central portion of the
block contained many horizontal deposits and shallow trash pits dating to the
late nineteenth century. These archaeological contexts in the center of the
block may have been rel ated to the various nineteenth century hotel s that
existed along Jamaica Avenue. The remainder of the block contained only
twentieth. century deposits and basements filled with very recent demolition
debris. However, there were some areas of the block which still have the
potential for containing intact, archaeological deposits, given the absence
of basements. These areas included Ca) the western portion of modern lot 27,
which was the location of a 1836 property line, and (b) the west central
portion of the project area, which would have been the rear yard of a middle
to late nineteeenth century residence fronting Jamaica Avenue.

•

•
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•
Given the results of the trench excavations. five areas have been slated

for additional work during a data retrieval program. Thse include the
eastern central portion of the block (Lot 38 and vicinity), the very center
of the block (northern portion of lot 50), the western portion of modern lot
27. the south portion of Lot 29, the rear areas of modern Lots 17 1/2 and 18,
and the northern end of lot 55 (Fig. 3). An outline for this data retrievaj
progra~ is presented in Chapter V, Summary and Recommendations.

An historical overview of the project area is presented in Chapter II.
Chapter III discusses the field and laboratory methods used in this project.
The actual results of the field investigation and laboratory, artifact
analysis are detailed in Chapter IV.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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•
II. HISTORICALOVERVIEW

• The Phase 1 report presented a detail ed di scussion of the project area
history, and that of Jamaica, Queens County. Since the results of this his-
torical analysis were used in guiding the Phase II archaeological testing, it
is necessary to summarize the findings contained in the report.

Prehi stOrl c

•

•

Archaeological investi gations of Long I sl and have shown that the most
common sites are shell middens with artifacts, covering about one acre (Smith
1960:103). Protohistoric and historic settlement consisted of permanent
villages and defensive sites surrounded by earthworks (eeci 1977). Smith
states that permanent sites are generally restricted to the coastal areas,
while the interior of the island was used as a hunting area. Skinner (1915)
reported that villages do occur inland, in association with soil suitable for
cultivation and a water source.

•
The area around Beaver Pond located a mile southeast of the project area,

was possibly the site of prehistoric occupations (Rockman, Dubl in and Fried-
lander 1982). There is a historical reference to a "native set.t l ement" on or
near Beaver Pond (Bolton 1934). There is also a reference to I ndt an trail s
intersecting just west of the project area (Bolton 1922, Map 1). These are
the only citations in the literature for prehistoric settlements in the
vicinity of the project area. No state or local site files list prehistoric
sites 1n the area.• Based on these data, the potential for locating a major prehistoric
settlement in the project area is low, though it cannot be totally dis-
counted. It is possible that occupations on and near Beaver Pond may have
extended into the project area, probably in the form of temporary hunting
camps (Rockman, Dublin and Friedlander 1982).• History of Jamaica. Queens County, New York

The follOWing discussion is taken from the Phase 1 report and presents a
brief overview of Jamaica's history.

• The town of Jamaica· was first settl ed in the 16505 in what was then the
Dutch New Netherl ands by 24 Bri ti sh Presbyterian proprietors who emi grated
from Hempstead, Long Island. They had obtained a grant for the settlement
from Peter Stuyvesant, the Dutch governor in New Amsterdam. The Engl i sh
settlers in Hempstead had moved to Long Island from Watertown, Massachusetts.
where they had been persecuted for rel igious reasons, by way of Stamford,

• Connecticut (Gri tman 1921). Whether Jamaica's fi rst settl ers left Hempstead
for religious reasons or because of a shortage of land is unknown (Peyer
1974:11). Jamaica. which was originally called Rusdorp by the Dutch, was
established as a typical New England town (Reps 19615:124-125). The proprie-
to rs divi ded the town into qua rters and ass i gned eac h propri etor a si x-acre
house lot, ten acres of pl anti ng land, and 20 acres of meadow (Anonymous

• 1882:194, Peyer 1974:22-23). The project area is located in what is thought
to have been the western quarter of the original town.

• 8
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•

After 1664, when the Eng1ish took over New Nether1 ands , Jamai ca became
the administrative, judicial, and religious center for the towns of Newtown,
Flushing, Jamaica, and Hempstead. The court and jail, as well as the home
churches for the Epi scopa1 and Dutch Refonned Churches (the 1atter bei ng
immediately to the west of the project area), were all located there.

Jamaica's location at the intersections of two of the main east-west and
north-south arteries on Long Island (Jamaica Avenue, the road from the
Brooklyn ferry to Hempstead and eastern Long 151and I and Parsons Boul evard ,
the road to Flushing and the Rock:aways, respectively) has had an extremely
important impact on its history. In 1703, Lord Cornbury, the governor of the
Province of New York, spent the summer in Jamaica in order to escape a yellow
fever epidemic in New York City. After his sojourn, the government began to
improve the major east-west routes on long Island, and Jamaica Avenue was
improved and widened by 100 feet. Jamaica's location, at the end of a day's
journey from New York, encouraged its use as a stopover for travellers, and a
number of inns, taverns, and stores were establ i shed. The trade for these
establishments came primarily from the Dutch fanners who lived further out on
long Island, and stopped at Jamaica on their way to and from the markets in
New York and Brooklyn. The innkeepers and merchants in Jamaica were in fact
responsible for establishing the first stages from the ferry into the area
(Herndon 1974:12-16). Inns and taverns continued to be an important commer-
cial focus of Jamaica until the twentieth century, and several of these
establishments were located in the study area.

During the Revolution, the British real ized the strategic importance of
Jamaica's location at the crossroads of Long Isl and and quartered troops
there. After the war, Jamaica1s importance as a crossroads and as a resort
for rich city residents grew. It is in this period that hotels begin to be
documented for the project area itself. George Washington stayed at Will iam
Warne's hotel, which is thought to have been on the project area (see below),
in 1790. Jamaica Avenue (or Fulton Street) became a turnpike in 1809, which
it continued to be until 1897 (Herndon 1974:37).

•

•

•

•

•

•

The railroad, which had a very strong impact on the development of
Jamaica, was opened in 1836 (Jamaica History File, Queens Borough PUblic
Library). After the introduction of the railroad, Jamaica continued to grow
until the 1860s, when its growth levelled off. The economy of the area
continued to be based on its position as a market gardening center and as a
center for the services which it provided to travellers and visitors from the
city. The raising of cattle was important in the area around Jamaica from
the seventeenth through the late nineteenth century; as recently as 1875,
herds could be seen being driven through Jamaicals streets on their way to
market (Jamaica History File, Queens Borough Public Library). Industry
tended to be domestic, and included tanneries, b1acksmitheries, and mills.
In the eighteenth century, wealthy New Yorkers stayed in Jamaica1s inns, and
in the early nineteenth century they built summer homes there (Herndon
1974 :32) •

•

•

• 9
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•

The population growth of the late nineteenth century was primarily res i-
dential, and the character of this growth consisted of predominantly middle-
class commuters with relatively few ties to the community. In addition. the
convenient and relatively inexpensive transportation system attracted poorer
residents, who settled south of the railroad tracks.

The introduction of automobile travel and the completion of both the
Queensbor.ough Bridge in 1909 and the elevated railway (which was extended to
Jamaica in 1903) all contributed to the dramatic growth of Queens County
after its incorporation into the City of New York in 1898. After construc-
tion of the Triboro Bridge in 1936 and the IND subway 1ine in 1937. Jamaica.
which had maintained its suburban character well into the twentieth century.
became a part of the metropolis of New York.

Project Area History

A detailed discussion of the history of the project area, which addressed
land use, structure locations, and ownership, has been presented in the Phase
I report (Rockman. Dublin and Friedlander 1982). These conclusions were
based on research in deeds. building department records and various materials
housed at the Queens County Public Library and the New York Public Library.
As the testing program focused on specific lots. the following discussfon
will be restricted to the history of these lots and their twentieth century
configurations.

The methods of numbering units of land for tax purposes have changed
several times since the block and lot system was instituted at the turn of
the century. In order to si mp1i fy thi s di scuss i on and to coordinate the
resul ts of the hi storical research with the archaeological testing program,
the most recent lot enumeration is used (Figure 3). The modern lots which
were within the testing area included Lots 55.50.49. and 27 (within the
area of the eight borings), and Lots 38,29,31.34,17 to 19,55.27, and
Standard Place (outside of the boring area).

For the purpose of this discussion, the lots are grouped into three
1arger sections of the bl ock , The fi rst section incl udes those lots west of
Standard Pl ace (and east of the early Dutch Reformed Church and Standard
Place itself). The area of Standard Place, which was officially designated
as a street in the twentieth century. was a dividing line of different
sections of land use and properties on the block during the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. The second area includes those lots east of Standard
Place and west of the eastern property line of modern Lots 21 and 50, which
has been a property line on the block since the eighteenth century. The
third area encompasses those lots east of this property 1ine. These three
areas will be designated as the block's western. middle. and eastern
sections.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Western Section

Lots 17, 17 1/2 (117), 18, 19 and 55

•

•

Apparently, the first structure within the area of these modern lots was
part of the compl ex of structures associated wi th Henry Van Cott' s Hotel,
whi ch appears to have ex isted si nee 1842 (Figure 4). The rnai n porti ons of
the hotel, east of modern Standard Place, appear to have been the location of
earlier notels and taverns of the late eighteenth century.

Van Cott' 5 hotel experi enced several owners after 1843. By 1856, the
property was owned by Howard Pearsall. In October of 1868, Pearsall and his
wife Cynthia began to subdivide the property. Conklin1s 1868 map shows three
narrow lots within the larger parcel owned by the Pearsalls after 1856
(Figure 5). On October 3, 1868, Cornelia and Howard Pearsall legally agreed
to sell James Remsen and James Elmore approximately the eastern two-thirds of
their lot, retaining a narrow property fronting on Ful ton Street and lithe
priv 11ege of proc uri ng water from the well or pump now upon sai d premi ses at
all time hereafter •• "I (Lf ber 283:298). The sale took place the following
May 1st (Liber 296:83). Remsen extended his enterprise on the newly acquired
property, converting the Van Cott hotel into the Pavillion Hotel, a dance
hall associated with his Jamaica Hotel located in the northeast section of
the block (W.P.A:90). Some ten to fifteen feet west of the Pavillion was
Oscar Jacksonts boarding stable, located near the hotel's sheds (W.P.A.:90).
These outbuildings appear to have included a barn associated with Cornelia
Pearsall's house, which was cited in the 1868 transaction as then located
along the western boundary of the property subsequently conveyed by Pearsall
to Elmore and Remsen (Liber 283:298).

•

•

•

•
The barn descri bed in the Pearsall-Elmore and Remsem transaction (1868),

stood on the southwest corner of Jamaica Avenue and Standard Pl ace after
Standard Place was laid out in the 19205 (W.P.A. :90). A black:smlth1s shop
was located in the barn. and a post office was subsequently built over this
site (Figure 6). By the 1930s, the building was known as the county clerk's
office (W.P.A.:90).

•
The Pearsalls maintained a dwelling on their lot between the Remsen (sub-

sequently 01Donnell) property and the lot belon9ing to the Refonned Church
(W.P.A.:90). Cornelia and Howard Pearsall sold the property to William
Hardenbrook in March 1886 (Figure 7).

•
The twenti eth century structures on Lots 17 and 18 were three simil ar

buildings (Figure 3), all built together in 1916. These buildings measured
18 feet by 18 feet by 55 to 56 feet deep, and had backyard extensions which
measured 18 feet by 18 feet by 50 feet deep. There were originally small
backyards behind each of these buildings, measuring 18 feet by 11 to 12 feet.
but these yards were later covered by additions to the extensions (cf'. Hyde
1944). The foundation wall s for these bUll di ngs were approx imate1 y 8 feet
below the curb, and cell ars which were excavated to unspecifi ed depths were
located only under the main structures, and not under the b~ckyard extensions
(New York City Department of Buildings NB 4336, 1916; Alt. 441. 1944).•

• 11
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•

•
These lots. then. have been disturbed to approximate depths of less than

eight feet (the depth of the foundation walls) in the area of the main build-
ings, and have been only minimally disturbed in the areas under the exten-
sions.

•
The twentieth century structure on Lot 19 was built in 1909. Its founda-

tion walls were laid approximately ten feet deep; a basement was not men-
tioned fp the building plans. Although no backyard is indicated on the maps,
there was a small areaway on the western si de of the buil ding which was not
built upon originally, although it was covered. presumably with an extension.
by the mid-twentieth century (New York City Department of Buildings NB 3611,
1909 Hyde 1912, 1913. 1955). The lot, then has been disturbed to a depth of
less than ten feet.

Lot 55•

•

Lot 55, since the late eighteenth century, functioned as the rear of
properties fronting on Jamaica Avenue. No structures were present in this
area of the bl ock unti 1 the 1ate nineteenth century. A structure to the
south of what was the Pearsall house in 1868 (Figure 5) does extend into the
northern portion of modern Lot 55, but is absent on the 1873 Beers map
(Figure 8) of the block. Two structures are present in this area on an 1891
map (Fi gure 7), one on a lot owned by W;11i am Hardenbrook. adj acent to the
Refonned Church property. and a second on a property owned by 0 IDonnell. By
the 1900s these structures were no longer standing.

Three small buildings were located in the southwestern portion of the lot
in the early twentieth century. These buildings were built after 1891. The
depths of the basements. if any. in these buildings are not known. although
the borings in this area of the block show fill extending to depths of seven
feet. suggesting that they did have basements.

By 1902. Henrietta Hardenbrook had sold the property to William Baker.
who had -al so acqui red most of the adj acent 01 Donnell property correspond; ng
to Lots 38, 39 1/2 and 40 (Figure 9). He and Elizabeth Scully, the owner of
Lot 39, and her tenant, Alexander Prinz, maintained a private walkway running
from Fulton Street south to Twombly Place. This corresponds to the location
of Standard Place. When the New York and North Shore Railroad showed inte-
rest in extending a line along this corridor, Baker, Scully and Prinz, who
had an option to buy Lot 39, agreed on a fourteen-foot wide right-of-way to
accomodate the si ngle-track rail road and a private, fi ve-foot wide s1dewal k
for use of the owner, their tenants and guests (Liber 1274:346, Liber 1298:
351). It is not clear whether thi s spur was ever bull t , By 1911, Baker had
bought Lot 39 from Scully and thus owned most of the central portion of the
study area on both sides of Standard Place. He leased the area east of
Standard Place. approximately the block's middle section. and the instrument
defi ned the western boundary of thi s parcel as the "centre 1i ne of Standard
Pl ace. II Standard Pl ace. the document continued, was "a private way twenty-
five (25i feet wide" (Liber 1747:145).

•

•

•

•

•
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•

•

Baker sold the property corresponding to Lot 55, east of Standard Place
and south of the post office, to Florence Leonardi in September 1918 (Ltber
2178:351). This lot was bounded on the east by Standard Place, which had
been laid out and turned over to the city, and included a twelve-foot right-
of-wayan the northern boundary for the post office, which fronted on Fulton
Street. This appears to correspond to the alley depicted in Figure 3 (1955
plat) •.. Leonardi, in February 1919, leased the property, which then contained
a one-story brick garage, to Charles Marko and Henry Pf scna, who set up a
"qaraqe and repair shop for repairing automobiles of every description"
(Liber 2192:389). The garage covered the entire lot. The depths of the foun-
dation wall s of the garage were four feet. and the building plans indicate
that this structure did not have a cellar. This lot, then, has only been
minimally disturbed, except possibly in the area of the three turn-of-the-
century buildings.

•

• Middle Section

Lot 50

•
Lot 50 functioned since the late eighteenth century as the rear of proper-

ties whose structures fronted on modern Jamaica Avenue. The 1842 Johnson map
(Figure 4) does indicate a lone structure in the area of Lot 50, and possibly
into later Standard Place. This structure is not recorded on later maps, as
these maps show the lot area as void of structures until the last quarter of
the nineteenth century. Thus, prior to the 1870s, the area of this lot
probably conti nued to function as the very rear of the long lots running from
Jamaica Avenue to Archer.•

•

The hi story of these lots began in the 1700s. A stagecoach was set up
between IIWa1dron I s'' and "Bardi n l sInn. Jama tea" in 1873, whi ch was al so
located on the south side of Jamaica Avenue. In 1788, William Warne bought
the tavern from Bardin, and although Bardin contfnued to own the property,
the tavern became known as Warne1s tavern (Old Long Island Inns file, Queens
Borough -Publ ic Library). George Washi ngton spent a night at this tavern in
1790. The tavern appears to have been located on what became the southeast
corner of Standard Pl ace and Jamaica Avenue; the si te was subsequently occu-
pi ed by Henry Van Cott I s Hotel in 1842 (W.P.A. : 96 ). Thi s ta vern correspond s
to the second structure depicted on Taylor's map (Figure 10). Finally, the
deed conveyi ng property from Watson to Bardin di rects the surveyor to begin
hi s measurements from a tree II at the Northeast corner of the corner dwell i n9
House where Merian Marsh dec l d fonnerly res ided" (Liber E:543). This refe-
rence may correspond to the thi rd structure, which is surrounded by a fence
and garden and may possibly reflect a dwelling and its dependencies.

•

•

•
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•
Infonnation collected during the W.P.A. project in Jamaica states that

John Battin. a British sol di er during the Revol utionary War. built a hotel
east of the Dutch Reformed Church. south of Jamaica Avenue. after the war
(W.P.A.:85). Since Bardin sold Battin property in 1796. which included
houses and a fence on the southern boundary of the lot. bordering on the east
on Bardin1s own land and to the north on Jamaica Avenue. Battin presumably
built the hotel after this time. In 1800. however. he sold the property back
to Bardin. and a list of residents in this area. which was compiled in 1865
but describes the area in 1800, states that Bardi n kept a hotel east of the
Dutch Church (IlSouth Side Fulton Street in Jamaica. Residents in 1800,11 April
30. 1865. Jamaica History File, Queens Borough Public library). Smith Hicks
kept a hotel at this location, which was replaced by Van Cottls hotel
(W.P.A.:85). It is presently believed that Battinls hotel was located at the
northeast corner of Standard Pl ace and Jamaica Avenue, possibly on the site
of the Warne tavern.

•

• Van Cott's estate declared bankruptcy and the hotel and lot were sold at
public auction to Rem I. Snedeker in 1843 (Ltber 60:184). The property
changed hands several times between 1843 and 1850, owned duri ng these years
by a series of investors who probably leased the hotel to an independent
operator. In 1850. Theodorus Snedeker. who had bought the property from
Benjamin Nelson less than two years earlier, sold it to Joseph Howard. an
innkeeper of Jamaica. who may have both owned and operated the hotel for the
next six years (Liber 83:212). Howard sold the property to Howard Pearsall
in 1856, who ran the hotel in 1865 (IISouth Si de of Ful ton Street, Jamaica.
Residents in 1800". April 3D, 1864. Jamaica History File. Queens Borough
Public library).

The history of the Pearsall property has been discussed above. This pro-
perty experienced many different ownerships and land uses up to the twentieth
century. As noted above, Willi am Baker bought O'Donnell's property in 1902
(Liber 1274:346) and subsequently acquired Elizabeth Scul Iys Lot 39. This
corresponds to the area defined by Lots 50 and 21, which superceded lots 38.
39, and 39 1/2 as des i gnated in 1901 and lot 20 as desi gnated in the 1906
plat of the Pettit Hotel property, which is presented below as Figure 11. In
May 1911, he leased this area for fifty years to Washburn Realty Trust. Ltd.,
a Boston-based company which. in turn. redeveloped and sublet the property.
The company rented the property with the intention to demolish standing struc-
tures and rebuild. The lease recognized this intention. stipulating that
structures caul d not be removed unl ess new improvements were made "withi n a
reasonable time, whereby the rental value of the demised estate shall not as
a whole be reducedll (Liber 1747:145). Baker died. and his widow Helen Baker
sold the property in 1925 (Ltber 2720:31). Washburn Realty cancelled their
lease in 1924. The cancellation instruction listed the tentants and the
duration of their leases (LIber 2618:234). These included the following:

•

•

•

•

•

•
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•
Tenant Address

Blackman & Beck 306 Fulton St.
308 Fulton St.Abe Cohen

John ladelis 310 Fulton St.• Henry Mehl Corner of Fulton
& Standard Place

Charles Sommers Entire building,
Standard Place &
Twombly Place
1 Standard Pl.

•
Eo Dorn
M. Darn 3 Standard Pl.

• Cecilia Sutcliffe 306 Fulton St.

Date of lease Expiration
April 1, 1922 March 31, 1925
September 1, 1922 August 31, 1925
March 1, 1922 February 28, 1927
June 1, 1923 May 31. 1924

November 1, 1921 October 31, 1925

At Will
At Will
At Wil1

This area appears to have experienced two cycles of demolition and con-
struction in the twentieth century. The buildings that would have housed the
tenants 11sted in the document cited above do not appear to correspond to
those depicted in the plats and Buildings Department records. Two structures
are documented as being on Lot 50 in the twentieth century. One of these was
built before 1891, and is shown on the maps dating from 1891 to 1955 (Figures
3,6,9 and 12). This building is small, and is located just to the east ofStandard Place. It apparently was altered when Standard Place was put
through the block. It is not known if th;s but 1d;ng had a basement. The
other structure on this lot was a one story open air theatre, built in 1912
(Figure 12). This building was in the southeast corner of the lot, and
measured 73 feet along Archer Avenue and 139 feet on lot 27 (New York City
Department of Buildings NB 2018,1912). The borings indicated that fill
extends only about two feet in this lot, indicati ng that this structure had
no basement.

•

•

• Consideration of several kinds of data (deeds, plats and Buildings
Department records) suggests that the Washburn Realty Company substantially
modified this area after May 1911, although the late nineteenth century
building on Lot 50 may have continued to stand among newer buildings. After
cancellation of the lease in April 1924 and the sale of the property in 1925,
the property was redeveloped to the configuration of structures depicted in
the 1955 plat (Figure 3). The depth of disturbance on this lot in the area
of the 1ate nineteenth century structures cannot be ascerta1 ned; throughout
the rest of the lot, the area has apparent1y only been minimally disturbed.

•

•
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•
Eastern Section

• The northeastern corner of the project area saw early development, pos-
sibly as early as the late seventeenth century (Rockman, Dublin and Fried-
lander 1982). Data presented in the Phase I report i ndi cates that the area
bounded by the 186 foot frontage along Fulton Street may have been defined by
1796 (Rockman, Dublin and Friedlander 1982), and after 1815, this area con-
stituted a single unit of real property (Rockman, Dublin and Friedlander
1982) (Figure 4). John Hunter leased the lower portion to William Hunter in
1836 (Figure 4), and the executors of John Hunter's estate sold the property
to William Hunter's widow Adaline Hunter in 1844 (Rockman, Dublin and Fried-
lander 1982). Specific infonnation on various lots contained within this
area is presented below. However, research conducted during Phase II indi-
cates that the entire area was resurveyed in March 1906 (Figure 11). The
plat shows Pettit's (formerly the Jamaica Hotel), associated outbuildings,
stores, livery stable and barber shop. These buildings, also documented in
nineteenth century sources and the W.P.A. records, are oriented north-south
to ful ton Street or to the Twombly Pl ace frontage. The exception is the
barber shop-livery stable complex, which conforms to the diagonal defined by
the old wall and property line defining this section. The 1906 survey super-
imposes a northeast/southwest diagonal grid of unifonn lots on the earlier
configuration. We then can conclude that the rectilinear foundations predate
1906 (except those that can be associated with the stable complex or with
Twombly Place frontage); buildings on the diagonal postdate 1906.

Lots 27 and 49

•

•

•

•

•

lots 27 and 49 were the location of the American Hotel (Figure 4)t open-
ed up by Adaline Hunter by 1842. Information collected during the W.P.A•
. oral history project al so states that uMrs. Hunter kept the AMERICANHOTELon
Beavery Street, south of James S. Remsen's Jamaica Hotel, in 1842" (W.P.A.
:90). lIMilitary Hall was in this building," this entry continues, and in
1859t A. G. Tooker operated this hotel (W.P.A.:90). Dripp's 1852 map (Figure
13) shows a configuration of structures similar to that illustrated in John-
son's 1842 map {Figure 4), although there appear to be more buildings front-
ing on Beaver Street in 1852 than were indicated in the map done ten years
earlier. A fir~ on March 20, 1860 is said to have destroyed Hunter's hotel.

Oral interviews imply that the hotel was rebuilt (W.P.A.:90), but a
structure correspond; ng to the hotel does not appear ; n the historic maps
located for the period after 1868, and which have been included in this text.
Also to have been located near Hunter's hotel was Richard Neail's harness-
making shop, which he opened after. the Civil War (Ibid. :87). The Jamaica
Theatre was later built on the site of Hunter's hotel (Figure 3).

•

•

•

The twentieth century building built on Lot 27 was constructed in 1912,
and housed the Jamaica Theatre (Figure 3). This lot includes both a parcel
fronting_ on Jamaica Avenue, which was the theatre's entrance, and the large
area at the corner of Archer Avenue and Parson's Boulevard, which held the
theatre itself. The foundation walls for this structure were about ten feet
deep. This building had a cellar, as one is mentioned in the building
records, but its depth and location were not indicated in the building plans
(New York City Department of Buildings NB 1132, 1911). It is not clear if
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•
the cellar was confined to the area of the theatre itself or a part thereofs
or if it also extended under the entranceway. The evidence from the borings
suggests that the basement did not extend under the whole lot. Borings 14
and 19, in the western part of the main structure, show that fill extends to
depths of only 2 to 4 feet, whereas bori ngs 4, 9, 15, 20, and 23, in the
eastern part of the main structure and in the entranceway, indicated that
fi 11 extended to depths rangi ng from 6 feet to 15 feet, 6 inches. Thi s
suggests that thi s basement di d not extend under the whol e lot. The extent
of di sturbance for constructi on of the basement in Lot 27, then, is notknown.•

The only twentieth century structures recorded on Lot 49 consisted of
two small, one-story buildings located at each end of the lot (Figure 3).
The extent of disturbance underneath each of these structures is unknown.

• Lot 38

•
Lot 38 lay within the property of the Jamaica Hotel (Figure 4), built

between 1829 and 1836. Oral hi s tory states that in the 1ate ei ghteenth
century, John Dudl ey operated a bakery at the location of the later Jama; ca
Hotel (W.P.A.: 89, Queens Borough Public Library). The hotel was owned by
John Hunter. In 1844, the executors of Hunter1s estate sold the property to
James Remsen, who had operated the hotel since 1840. The hotel continued to
operate until the turn of the century.

It is possible that Lot 38 may have been part of a property that con-
tained the residence of Dr. Charles H. Stevens, a dentist, in the 18505.
Notes from the WPA project state that thi s res; dence was located between
Hunter's hotel and Remsen's hotel. The fire that destroyed Hunter's hotel in
1860 is sa i d to have a1so destroyed Steven Is res f dence. The lot appea rs to
have been vacant up to 1907, When a blacksmith's shop was built there. This
structure was ori gi nally 20 feet in front, 20 feet in rear, and 46.5 feet
deep, with foundation walls extending to a depth of 4 feet below curb (New
York C1ty Department of Buildings NB 2111, 1907). Later, an extension was
added to the building so that it filled the whole lot (Figure 3). This
building probably had no basement, as none is mentioned in the bUilding
records and its foundation walls were too shallow to accommodate one. This
lot, then, was probably only minimally disturbed.

•

•

•

•

•
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•
lots 29, 31, 34, and the entrance to the Jamaica Theatre (northern portion of
Lot 27)

•

The earliest document that we have identified is the 1782 Taylor map
(Figure 10). It shows two structures on the south side of Jamaica Avenue
west of Beaver Street (modern Parsons Boulevard), which were adjacent to a
fenced lot containing one structure, which was adjacent to the Dutch Reformed
Church~ built in 1715. The standing church, immediately west of the project
area, was built in the mid- nineteenth century on the site of the earliest
church. Concurrent research in ea rly deeds confi nos the i nformati on pre-
sented in this document. Property in this area, consisting of a house,
garden and orchard, was owned in 1704 by Samuel Denton, son of one of the
original proprietors of Jamaica [Ltbar B2:704). The deed of property to the
church in 1715 states that Denton owned the property to the east, which Henry
Fflkin had previously owned (Onderdonk 1884). The church lot was originally
much smaller, with dimensions of 87 feet by 95 feet. Nicholas Williamson
gave land to the trustees of the church in 1834, thus enlarging it to the
dimensions shown in the historic maps sUbsequently presented (Liber CC:229).

In 1787. Jacob Watson, a merchant of New York City, sold one-half inte-
rest in a five acre property on the south side of Jamaica Avenue to Edward
Bardin (Liber [:543). Bardin. an fnnkeeper in Jamaica, bought the second
moiety from John Dudley, a local baker, two weeks later (liber 6:546).
Dudl ey kept a hal f-ac re on J amai ca Avenue and Beaver Street (Li ber B: 546) ,
and infonoation collected during the Works Projects Administration's oral his-
tory project in Jamaica states that John Dudley·s bakery was at this loca-
tion, which was subsequently occupied by the Jamaica Hotel and then by
Pettit's Hotel (W.P.A.:89~ Queens Borough Public Library).

The 1836 Johnson map (Figure 14) shows two hotels, the Village Hotel and
the Jamaica Hotel, between the eastern boundary of the Dutch Reformed Church
and Beaver Street. on the south side of Fulton Street (now Jamaica Avenue).
At this point, Henry Van Cott owned and presumably ran the Village Hotel
(Liber CC:229). John Hunter had bought the eastern property and its hotel in
1829 and the executors of his estate sold the property to James Remsen, who
had operated the hotel since 1840 (Figure 4), in 1844 (Ltber QQ:334, Liber
63:11, W.P.A.:89). From a lease to William Hunter of the southern portion of
the lot~ which was then occupied by John Hunter, we can infer that this plat
shows the configuration of lot boundaries down to 1836 but not later (since
Hunter subdivided his property in 1836) and that Hunter himsel f owned and
operated the Jamaica Hotel ~ which was built between 1829 and 1836. In 1840
he apparently turned its operation over to Remsen, who then bought the proper-
ty when Hunter I s estate was aucti oned off after he di ed. Johnson I s map of
the area in 1842 (Figure 4) confinns the fact that James Remsen operated a
hotel at the corner of Beaver and FUlton Streets~ although he did not buy the
property until 1844.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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As discussed above, Cornelia and Howard Pearsall legally agreed to sell

James Remsen and James Elmore approximately the eastern two-thirds of their
lot in 1868. Remsen extended hi s enterpri se onto the newly acqui red pro-
perty, convert; ng the Van Cott hotel into the Pavi 11; on Hotel, a dance hall
associated with his Jamaica Hotel (WPA:90; See Figure 8). John OIDonnell
bought the properties owned by Remsen and Elmore in 1878. and may have con-
tinued to operate a hotel in this location. The publication office of the
St.andard, a 1oca 1 newspaper. 1ater occupi ed thi s 1ocatt on, wh; ch corresponds
to Van tott1s hotel and then Remsen's dance hall.

• The twentieth century buildings located on Lot 29 were built together in
1911. Together. they extended back 100 feet into the lot, leaving a backyard
area 13 feet by 40 feet beh i nd them (Fi gure 6). Later. an extens i on was
added to the easternmost of these bu i 1di ngs. The top of the basement floors
of these buildings was at a depth of approximately eight feet below grade,
while the foundation walls extended to depths of nine feet and ten feet (New
York City Department of Buildings NB 248, 1911; Hyde 1955). This lot, then,
has been disturbed to a depth of around eight feet.

Three twentieth century buildings were built on Lot 31 in 1908 (Figure
6). These buildings consisted of a main structure, which measured 20 feet in
the front, 19 feet, 9 1/2 inches in the rear, and 67 feet 9 1/2 inches in
depth, as well as extensions, which were 22 feet 4 inches deep. The founda-
tion walls of these buildings extended to depths of approximately 10 feet,
and the tops of the basement floors were at 8 feet 4 inches below grade. The
basement of at least one. and probably all of these structures, was excavated
under the backyard extension as well as under the main structure. A small
backyard area, measuring 60 feet by 6 1/2 to 7 feet, was located behind these
structures (New York City Department of Buildings NB 2936, 1908; Alt. 3127t
1930) • The area of the rnain structu res and the backya rd ex tens ion s , then,
have probably been di sturbed to depths of more than eight feet. whereas the
area of the backyard is only minimally disturbed.

•

•

•

• Only the western third of Lot 34 is in the project area. The twentieth
century building on this lot was built in 1912, and had an extension which
was set to the west of the main structure. The foundation walls were laid to
a depth of at least 11 feet below the curb, and the top of the cellar floor
was at a depth of 9 feet 4 inches. Thi s basement was only under the rnain
structure, and was not excavated under the extension (New York City Depart-
ment of Buildings NB 92, 1912). The area of the main structure on this lot,
then, was disturbed to a depth of more than 9 feet, 4 inches, While that of
the extension was probably only minimally disturbed.

•

•
Based on the results of this historical research and the examination of

the borings of the project area conducted for GSA. the Phase I report catego-
rized the block into five areas of different archaeological potential (Figure
15). They were as follows:

•
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•
1) The minimally disturbed areas , which either were not built upon in the

twentieth century or which were bui1t on with buildings without base-
ments. These areas include: Lot 38; most of lots 50 and 55; the
backyard areas in the eastern part of the site and behind the main
structures in Lots 17-18; the right-of-ways between Lots 21 and 50 and
17-19 and 55; andt possiblYt Standard Place.

2) Those areas which were recently covered by structures with basement
disturbances of less than 10 feet. These areas include the areas under
the main structures in Lots 17-19 and 19-34, and the area under thebackyard extensions in Lot 31.

3) The area where the depth of the disturbance is greater than 13 feett inLot 21.

•

• 4) The area which was most recently covered by a building which had a
basement, but the depth of the basement is unknown (Lot 27).

•
5) Those areas for which we have no infonnationt such as the areas of the

nineteenth and twentieth century structures in lots 50, SSt and 49, and
the backyard extension behind the easternmost building in lot 29.

These different areas of archaeological potential guided the field strategy
for the Phase II testing program. The proposed field strategy and subsequent
modification made in this strategy are discussed in the next chapter.

•

•

•

•

•
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III. FIELD INVESTIGATIONSTRATEGYANDARTIFACTANALYSIS

Field Strategy

The initial field strategy for the testing program (cf Soil Systems,
Inc. 1982) i nvo1ved the excavati on, wi th heavy machi nery , of twenty trenches
in the- project area. Each trench was to be about 20 feet long. These
trenches were to be pl aced wi thi n, but were not restri cted to, the area of
the eight borings (Numbers 11-12-13-14-16-17-18 and 19 (Figure 2). This
areal focus followed the scope of work developed by the GSA. These trenches
were to sample two types of land use on the block: the areas of rear
property lines that existed until the end of the nineteenth century, and open
areas that contained yard deposits and outbuildings. On urban sites, the
rear of properti es were often the 1oca ti on of features such as ci sterns,
wells, and privies. Open yard areas usually exhibited horizontal trash
deposits and artifact bearing ground surfaces, in addition to structural
remains of outbuildings.

A transect of trenches was to be pl aced along Archer Avenue wi thi n the
area to be tested; in addition, a line of trenches was placed running east!
west in the middle of the main portion of moder Lot 27, which was the loca-
tion of a rear property line in the nineteenth century. Other trenches were
to be placed in the central portion of the block in order to locate early
ground surfaces (or occupation levels) and features, as well as deposits
associated with outbuildings. This later land use area included the northern
area of the eight borings. If these trenches failed to locate intact, buried
ground surfaces or features, large portions of the project area would be
stripped with machinery in order to locate any archaeological contexts missed
by the trenches.

•

•

•

•

•
Trench excavation would be a combination of excavation by machinery

(i.e., a backhoe) and by hand. The backhoe would begin excavation by remov-
ing sUI:'Jace rubble or the asphalt that covered large sections of the block.
Then the trench waul d be shovel scraped, so that the exposed soil 1ayers
could be examined for intact archaeological deposits or features. If none
were found, the backhoe would continue excavation of the trench, stopping
regularly for shovel scraping of exposed soil layers. This process would
continue until either an intact deposit was located, or sterile subsoil was
exposed within the trench.•

•
If the trenching exposed an intact cultural deposit, the deposit would

be examined by hand excavation. For example, if an early ground surface was
exposed in a trench, a nine foot square test unit (i.e., the area of a three
ft by three ft unit) waul d be pl aced wi thi n the confi nes of the trench to
examine the deposit. Then the unit would be hand dug to sterile subsoil. If
a feature was located, and exavation unit was placed over the feature and dug
by hand, retri evi ng materi al s from both wi thi n and outs; de of the feature.
If a feature was not observed until the trench walls were profiled, than a
three ft by three ft excavation unit would be placed over the feature, along-
side the trench, and excavated by hand with the assistance of the backhoe.
The feature would then be sampled by hand, excavating a quarter of the
exposed section feature. Hand excavation within units and features was to be•
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done following natural stratigraphy~ with all soils screen through a 1/4 inch
wire mesh hardware screen. So11 sampl es were to be co11 eeted from features
for later analysi s , Soil excavated by the backhoe was not screened. How-
ever, diagnostic artifacts pulled up by the backhoe was collected, and linked
to the soil layers present in the trench.

The types of resources expected in the project area consisted of deep
resources such as basement deposits associated with structures as well as
deep features such as privies. wells and cisterns. Shallower remains such as
earlier ground surfaces. remains of prehistoric occupations, trash pits, and
deposits ·associated with structures with no basements were also expected.

As the lots fronting on Jamaica Avenue contained recent buildings with
basements, only deep resources were expected to occur in th is area of the
block. These resources would include deposits associated with the seven-
teenth to early nineteenth century structures, which were almost exclusively
located along Jamaica Avenue. These deposits would be located under the
basements of the twentieth century buildings in this area. As stated in the
Phase I report, early deposits have been found below modern basements which
were almost ten feet deep (cf Rothschild and Rockman 1982).

Deposits associated with the basements of mid to late nineteenth century
structures were also .expected to occur along Jamaica Avenue, as well as in
the middle and the southeast corner of the block (Figure 15). These deposits
could be present under the basements of later buildings. Deep features, such
as wells and privies, may have been placed along the rear of properties on
the block. Portions of these features have a high probability of eXisting
below the basements of twentieth century structures on the block, with the
possible exception of Lot 21, which had a structure with a basement more than
13 feet deep. However, a very deep well on this lot may still exist even
under thi s basement. Two well s have been documented as havi ng been on the
block. One was on modern Lots 21 and 50 (Liber 283:298), and the other was
located in the northeastern corner of the block .

•

•

•

•

••

•
Naturally, these deep deposi ts and features may be located in those

areas of the block whi ch did not contai n basements, and were thus minimally
di sturbed (see Fi gure 15). In addi ti on, there waul d be a hi gh probabl1 ity
that shallower deposits and features would be present. intact, in these
areas. In fact, these minimally disturbed areas would be the only section of
the block where these sha 11ow features waul d rema in intact. These deposits
and features waul d i ncl ude trash dumps and ground surfaces of early yard
areas.

The actual investigation of the boring area (numbers 11-12-13-14-16-17-
18-19) followed the methods just described, with a few modifications. Prior
to the excavation of trenches within the area of the eight borings, a grid
system at twenty foot increments was establ ished over this boring area. As
the focus was to be wi thi n the area of the ei ght bori ngs, the northwest
corner of these borings (boring number 11) was used as the site datum, with

•
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•
the coordinates 0 north/O east (Figure 2). All trenches were given coordi-
nates within this grid system, using the northwest corner of the trench as
its coordinate references. The transects of five trenches each were placed
along Archer Avenue and along the northern edge of these borings. Both
trench transects ran east/west. The selection of trenches for excavation
along these transects was systematic, whereby every other trench was dug by
the backhoe •. In a few cases, as with trenches 8 and 9, adjacent trenches
were excavated to expose a larger area of an intact cultural deposit, provid-
ing data on the horizontal extent of the deposit.

The trenches pl aced along the northern edge of the bori ng area were to
sample the central portion of the block. The transect along Archer Avenue
was to sample the very rear of properties that fronted on Jamaica Avenue. In
addi tion, the eastern end of the transect running along Archer would sample
the area of Hunter's Hotel, located in the southeast corner of the block
during the 18405 and 18505. The last trenches in this line would fall within
the areas of the westernmost structure of the hotel complex and possibly
within a yard area. In addition to these ten trenches,. five were placed
between these two transects in order to more completely sample the area
defined by the eight borings, and to investigate the area of a rear property
line that existed in what is now the main portion of modern Lot 27.

The remaining five trenches were placed in areas outside the eight
borings. These areas had been defined as minimally disturbed in the Phase I
report. Specifically, trenches were placed in Lot 38, the northern portion
of Lot 55~ and into the area of the backyard extensions of Lots 17, 17 1/2,
and 18 (Figure 3).

•

•

•

•

• As an organizational and sampling scheme for the testing of the project
area, these twenty trenches were classified in terms of their placement with-
in five land use strata that existed on the block. Each of these strata
exhibited a different archaeological resource potential. These strata are as
follows:•

Stratum 1:

• Stratum 2:

Stratum 3:

•
Stratum 4:

• Stratum 5:

•

areas with early ground surfaces or surficial structures
that would contain minimally di sturbed archaeological
deposits.

areas with structures that wauld contain archaeologica1
deposits that would be di sturbed to a depth of no more
than ten feet.

areas with structures that would contain archaeological
deposits that would be disturbed to a depth of greater
than thirteen feet.

areas with structures that would contain archaeological
deposits which were probably disturbed by recent basement
construction. but to an unknown depth.

areas with no information on extent of disturbance caused
by past or recent land use.
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The identification of these strata was based on the results of the Phase

I study. This study provided data on the nature of historic and recent land
use on the block, and on the archaeological potential of each of these land
use areas. As shown in Fi gure 16, the major ity of the twenty trenches fell
within the first stratum and the remainder were within Strata 3 and 4.

•
These strata not only divided the site into sampling areas, but also

pennitted a di rect reference for testing predictions of resource potential
presented in the Phase I report. As stated above, this this was of the objec-
tives of Phase II.

•
As the excavation of these twenty trenches was nearing completion, the

extent of the block test1 ng program was expanded by the GSA. The expanded
testing program involved the excavation of twenty additional trenches so as
to f nvestt gate the enti re impact area and not just the area of the ei ght
borings. The provenience of these additional trenches was tied into the grid
system establ i shed for the f1 rst twenty trenches. Thus, the grid system was
expanded to cover the entire project area. The placement of these additional
trenches also followed the same strategy used for the first twenty trenches.
The strata locations were plotted on a map of the entire project area (Figure
16), and the additional trenches were placed within each, to provide an
adequate sample of each strata. Detenni nati on of an adequate sample was
judgementally based on the size of each strata and its archaeological poten-
tial, as predicted in the Phase I study. As with the first twenty trenches,
the additional trenches were generally placed across the strata in a series
of east/west running transects. As in the area of the eight borings,
trenches along the transect were systematically selected for excavation
(Le., every other trench). There were situations in which additional data
were necessary to investigate a particular area or deposit within a stratum.
In these cases, a trench wauld often be pl aced outside of the trench tran-
sect.

•

•

• Fi-gures 17a, b, and c show the 1ocati on of the addi ti ana1 trenches.
Twenty trenches were marked for excavation, but only seventeen were actually
excavated. Giyen the nature of the deposits and extent of di sturbance by
twentieth century basements, it was determined that only seventeen additional
trenches were necessary to adequately cover the entire project area. The
three remai ni ng trenches were to be pl aced withi n modern Lot 21, the south-
west corner of Lot 55, and in the main portion of Lot 27. All of these areas
contained deep basements filled with demolition rubble dating to the last two
decades. Add;ti anal trenches. in these areas wauld only produce redundant
infonnation. Placing these three remaining trenches within other areas of
the block was determined unsuitable, as the 37 trenches already excavated pro-
vided an adequate sample of the block, and any additional trenches would
damage the integrity of the limited intact resources that were present on the
block as indicated by the already excavated trenches.

•

•

•
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Artifact Analyses

The laboratory process and recording method employed on this project
have been adopted and modifi ed fran a system used on recent New York. City
urban sites (personal communkation Nancy Stehling, 1982). As arti fact bags
were brought into the laboratory, they were placed in ascending catalog
number o~er. The date they were received and the number of bags wlthin each
catalog number were recorded.

All ceramics (except for those with overglaze), glass and miscellaneous
artifacts were washed, brushed clean and left to dry. Bone, metal, shell,
wood and delicate materials were dry brushed. As this was a testing phase,
only the more readily diagnostic cultural remains such as ceramics, non-
window glass and special small finds (i.e., buttons and coins) were numbered.

Artifacts were analyzed and tabulated by catalog number. They were
divided into material groups, such as metal, bone, glass, ceramic, etc. A
count was taken on all artifacts except in the cases of building materials,
shell and unidentifiable metal. Samples were collected of these latter
materials, with the remainder being weighed and 'then discarded. All diag-
nostic attributes ai ding in the temporal and functional analysi s were al so
recorded. As an example, ceramic descriptions included ware type, decoration
and function.

•

•

•

•
Analysis of the cul tural material proceeded by stratum within each

trench, excevat ton unit and feature. The dating of strata and features was
based on a combination of mean ceramic dates (MCDs) (South 1977), diagnostic
glass attributes and identification of ceramic makers marks.

•

Researchers have encountered problems in using South's ceramic date
ranges for nineteenth century ceramics (Lofstrom 1976, Garrow 1982). Garrow
(1982) has attempted to sol ve the probl em of dating nineteenth century cera-
mics by -using Miller's (1980) ceramic type descriptions. Miller uses the
ceramic terminology found in price fixing lists of the nineteenth century in
his development of a ceramic economic scaling index. This terminology
i gno res the concept of "ware II (desc ri pti a n of body ~pe such as pearl ware,
whiteware) and uses the type of ceramic decoration, such as transfer printed,
flow bl ue , hand painted polychrome, and others •. Mill er (1980) views the
large ware groups (creamware, pearlware, whiteware) as a continuum that can
only provide very gross dates. Garrow uses the general date ranges of
Miller's decorative types, and date ranges obtained from other sources (Loft-
strom 1976, Herskovitz 1978) for determining MeOs for the nineteenth century.
Garrow continues to use the creamware and pearlware distinctions, and adds a
"late ware II category for ceramics post-dating the 1830s and 1840s (cf Klein
and Garrow n.d.).

•

•

Other dating techniques employed in thi s analys; s incl uded diagnostic
glass at~ributes, such as pontil marks, finishes. mold types, and glass
embossments as well as cerami c makers marks. Godden (1964) and Kovel and
Kovel (1953) are used in dating ceramic marks.•
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The following chapter presents the results of the fiel d investigation.
Each trench and excavation unit will be discussed in the context of the bloCk
section in- which it was located (i .e., western, middle, and eastern). The
archaeological deposits, features, structural remains and artifactual mate-
rial within each block. section, exposed through the unit and trench excava-
tion, will be compared in order to present an overall site stratigraphy,
which can then be rel ated to the block I s various historical occupations and
1and uses. In addi tion, the resul ts of the unit and trench excavations will
be used in comparing the archaeological data yiel d of the block IS fi ve land
use strata. Through this comparison, the expections of resource potential
for differnt areas of the block, as presented in the Phase I report, can be
tested, thus fulfilling one of the objectives of this Phase II study.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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IV. FIELD INVESTIGATIONRESULTS

•

The field investigation was conducted from November 29, 1982 to January
3,1983 (Plate 1). A total of 37 trenches were excavated within the project
area (Plate 2) (Figures 17a, b, and c). These trenches were dug through the
combi ned use of both backhoe and hand excavati ons , In addi ti on to these
trenches, 18 excavati on uni ts were dug by hand. These uni ts were p1aced
either -within the confines of a trench or immediately adjacent to a trench.
Through - the excavati on of these trenches and units, many di fferent deposi ts ,
features and structural elements were identified within the project area
(Plates 3 and 4). For the purpose of the following discussion, these archaeo-
1ogi cal contexts will be exami ned by block secti on (western, middl e, and
eastern). The discussion of each block section will include a brief history
of the section's historic land use and the types of archaeological resources
that would be expected within the section based on this past land use. Then,
the results of the field investigation of the block section is detailed.
Each trench within the block section will be examined in terms of the
deposits, features and structural remains exposed during excavation of that
trench.

•

•

•

Profiles and maps of the trenches and excavation units are provided.
All measurements on these maps and profiles are in tenths of feet. It should
be noted that profil es are not presented for all trench. Only profi 1es of
those ·treches with intact cultural deposits and features, significant struc-
tural remains, and those which typify a type of deposit or stratigraphy that
was found in the project area are included. Information on the trenches not
meeting these criteria is presented in the trench discussions and in tabular
form. Also, in examining the trench location maps (Figures 17a. b, and c).
it will be noted that trench s ize and shape vary. In many cases. the pre-
sence of sand deposits or loose brick rubble within a trench required that
the trench be widened duri ng excavati on, thus minimi zi ng sl umping. Trenches
were also expanded in order to investigate potentially significant deposits
that appeared in the very ends of the trenches. Expansion also occured when
a structural feature, such as a wall, was located near the end of a trench.
By expandi ng the trench, both si des of a the structural feature coul d be
examined. There were cases when a trench was not extended to its full twenty
feet, especially if a significant deposit was exposed across the trench dur-
ing its initial excavation and it was felt that a full length trench would
impact the si gnificant deposit. Every attempt was made to coll ect suffici ent
data on deposits without affecting their intergrity.

For the purpose of this report, deposits are classified as follows:
fill, horizontal yard deposits, trash middens within yards. and trash depos-
its within features. Fill is a deposit placed within a man-made or natural
depressi on in order to 1evel an area; a deposit pl aced to raise a ground
surface is also considered fill. The latter deposits are usually thicker and
contain either displaced refuse (cf South 1977) or sterile soil. Horizontal
yard deposits are thin layers of trash, including ash and cinder, which cover
a yard-.area. A trash midden would be a much thicker deposit, containing a
dense concentrati on of seconda ry refuse (cf South 1977). The st ze of arti-
facts within the latter would be larger than those found in a horizontal yard
deposit. Also, those in a horizontal yard deposit would often have evidence
of weathering. Trash deposits within a feature, such as a well, cistern, or

•

·,..

•

•

•
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PLATE I VIEW OF PROJECT AREA LOOKING WEST
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•

•

•

•

• PLATE 2 VIEW OF TYPICAL TRENCH
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PLATE 3 TRIEN'CH' PROFILE WITH HORIZONTAL T'RASH DEPOSITS
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•

• PLATE 4 T'RENCH PROFILE WITH DEMOLITION DEBRIS OVERLYING STE,Rtl.E SAND
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pit, include deposits with secondary refuse rather than displaced refuse. If
displaced refuse is present, the deposit is defined as fill.

After examining the types of deposits, features and structural remains
within a trench, there is a discussion of the artifacts collected from these
archaeological contexts within the trench. This discussion includes the
types of artifacts present, their temporal affiliation, and possible origin.
Appendi~ A provides a complete listing of collected artifacts from each
trench and excavati on unit. It shou1 d be noted that some trenches di d not
contain cultural material. In addition, some only contained modern struc-
tural debris mixed with post 1950 artifacts. In the 1atter case. no artifact
collection was made.

•

•
The results of the trench and unit excavations within the section will

then be summari zed, compari n9 the va ri ous archaeol ogi cal contexts wi thi n the
trenches and units. After each block section is discussed. the investigation
results for all sections will be compared, in order to present an overall
site stratigraphy and its relationship to the historical occupations of the
blocks.

• Western Section

The modern lots falling within the western section of the block included
Lots 17, 17 1/2, 18, 19, and 55, in addition to Standard Place (Figure 3).
Historical research had indicated that the area along Jamaica Avenue was the
location of taverns and hotels until the middle of the nineteenth century.
In the mid to late ninteenth century, at least one residential property
existed in the area, Which was eventually replaced at the turn of the century
by commericial establishments.

In the late eighteenth century. a tavern, and SUbsequently a hotel, may
have been located within the viet ni ty of modern Standard P1ace. The area
surrounding what became Standard Place was occupied by Van Cott's hotel in
1842 (Figure 4). The main portion of the hotel appears to have been located
in the middle section of the project area. However, structures related to
the hotel compl ex did exi st wi thi n the northern porti ons of modern Lots 17
and 19.

•

•

•

Most of the structures relating to the hotel were no longer extant by
the middle of the nineteenth century. The area of modern Lots 17 and 19 was
then occupied by a residential property with an associated outbuilding
(Figure 5). In the 18605, this residence was occupied by Cornelia and Harold
Pearsall. The historic documents and maps indicate that the Pearsall pro-
perty contained a barn which housed a blacksmith1s shop. This barn occupied
the site of a post office built in modern Lot 19 in 1909. The Pearsalls
continued to live within the residence fronting on Jamaica Avenue until 1886.
The house remained standing until sometime after 1913, when it was replaced
by three row structures, probably commercial in nature (Figure 6).

•

•
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The central and southern portions of the block I s western section (i .e., the
area of modern Lot 55), was devoid of structures until the 1ate ni nteenth
century. Prior to this time, the area probably functioned as the rear of
properties fronting on Ful ton Street (modern Jamaica Avenue). There is a
structure on the 1886 Conklin Map to the south of the Pearsall house that
extends ; nto the northern port; on of modern Lot 55. Thismay be the barn
refe renced ea1"1i er. This struc ture is absent on the 1873 Beers map of the
block iFigure 8}. Two structures are present in this area of the western
section on an 1891 map (Figure 7), one on a lot owned by William Hardenbrook
and a second on property owned by O'Donnell. The function of these two
structures is not known. These structures were no longer standi ng by the
1900s. In the early twentieth century, three small buildings which were
probably constructed after 1891 were present in the southwest corner of this
block section (Figure 9). They remained standing until a garage was built
over the entire area of modern Lot 55 in 1918 (Figure 3).

Based on the available historic documentation, it was anticipated that
the trenches and units excavated in this section of the block would produce
artifactual assemblages and structural remains associated with:

1.. late eighteenth century commerical establishments, specifically
taverns arid hotels.

•

•

•
2. early to middle nineteenth century commercial properties, again

taverns and hotels.

•

3. middle to late nineteenth century residential properties.

4. early twentieth century commercial properties.

It should be noted that there is a possibility that residences were
associated with most of the commercial establishments that existed within
this block section. These residences may have been 10cated above a business
at street level. This was often the case for small businesses throughout the
eighteenth and nineteenth century. This situation probably existed in the
other two sections of the block as well. However, confirmation of the pre-
sence of mixed commercial and residential buildings requires historical
research beyond that conducted duri ng a testi ng phase. Tax records ~ census
records, and business directories are necessary to obtain this type of infor-
mation.

•

•
Western Section Field Results

•
Eleven trenches were excavated in the western section of the project

area (Figure 17a). They will be discussed belowt beginning with the trenches
in the northero portion of the block section. and then those to the south.

•
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Trench 32 (130N/65W)

• Thi s trench was dug in order to investigate the depth of basements in
the northwestern corner of the block. and to detennine if remains of Van
Cottls hotel and the Pearsall residence were extant below the surface.
Excavation of the trench exposed two basements sharing a common stone wall
(Figur~ 18). The basements had concrete floors at a depth of 7.9 feet below
the present ground surface.

The shared wall continued to a depth of 8.4 feet and sat upon a concrete
footing. which extended to a depth of 9 feet below the surface. Sterile
yellowish brown sand subsoil was encountered beneath both concrete floors and
the cone rete foot; ng of the sha red wall. Both basements were fill ed wi th
brick and building rubble (Table 1). probably resulting from demolition of
the structures associ ated wi th these basements. No artifacts were recovered
from the basements, as the demolition rubble contained only bUilding material
and artifacts postdating the 1950s.

•

•

•
The exposed basements were probably below the two structures that were

present in the northern ends of modern Lots 17 and 17 1/2 (Figure 3). Both
of these structures were built" in 1916. The trench did not expose deposits
or structural remains of any earlier period.

Trench 36 (136N/35E)

•

Trench 36 crossed the eastern porti on of Standard Pl ace and the north-
western corner of modern Lot 21 (Figures 17a and 3). This area. based on
available historical documentation. may have been the location of a late
ei ghteenth century tavern. and then a hotel (see Chapter I I) • Given the
assumption that Standard Place should have been only minimally disturbed by
land use activities on the block (Figure 151. it was expected that the re-
mains of these early structures. in addition to remains of Van Cottls hotel.
built jp the 1840s, would still be extant below the ground surface.

•

•

Excavati on of Trench 36 exposed a very 1arge concrete wall near the
eastern edge of Standard Place (Figure 19). The wall extended ten feet below
the surface. At the base of the wall was a concrete floor. The fill above
the floor was a dark brown silty sand with no demolition rubble (Table 1).
Below the concrete floor was sterile subsoil. To the west of the concrete
wall, under Standard Place, were fill deposits within utility trenches dug
into the sterile subsoil. No intact deposits with cultural material were
present within this trench.

The ba sement in the eastern end of the trench was probably beneath the
large structure that covered modern Lot 21 in its entirety {Figure 31. This
structure was built in 1929. The fill within the basement thus dates to the
demolition of the structure after 1955. It should be noted that this base-
ment fill is one of the few within the block that did not contain demolition
debris and brick rubble.

•

•
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TABLE i. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Description Interpretation Date

Trench 32
(130N/65W) -

• Stratum 1 Brick rubble Surface demolition Post 1955
debris

Stratum 2 Sui1ding rubble Demolition debris Post 1955
above concrete floor

• Stratum 3 Yellowish-brown sand Sterile subsoil under No date
concrete floor

Trench 36
(130N/35E)

• Stratum 1 Dark brown silty Basement fill in cast Post 1955sand section of trench,
east of concrete foun-dation well

• Stratum 2 Yellowish-brown sand Sterile subsoil under No date
concrete basement floor

Strata 3,4,6,7,8,9,10,11,12 Deposits of dark brown Fill within utility Probably 20th centurysand, very dark gray trenches below Stan-
• brown silty sand, ash, dard Place, west of

reddish yellow brown concrete wallclay, sand, and silty
sand, and yellowish
brown sand

• Stratum 5 Yellowish brown sand Sterile subsoil around No date
and below utility
trenches

•

•
51•



•

•
The utility trenches beneath Standard Place probably date to the

twentieth century, as they were for telephone and electrical lines as
indicated on the block plan provided by GSA. These trenches did not extend
more than four feet below the surface of Standard Place, which was paved with
concrete."

Trench 33 (20E/110N)

•

The cri teri a for the pl acement of Trench 36 were a1so appl i ed to the
placement of Trench 33 (Figure 17a). In addition, Trench 33 would extend
into modern Lot 19, providing information on the extent of disturbance within
this lot (Figure 15). The portion of Trench 33 below Standard Place exposed
the same twentieth century deposits that were exposed in Trench 36, i.e.,
utility trenches for electrical and telephone lines dug into sterile subsoil
(Table 2). However, one utility trench in Trench 33 extended to a depth of
six feet below the street surface, deeper than the utility trenches exposed
in Trench 36. The pipe located in the eastern end of the trench (Figure 20)
was made of wood, probably for an early electrical line.

The area of the trench to the west of Standard Place exposed a series of
brick basement walls and the basement's concrete floor. The fill within the
basement was demolition rubble. As shown on Figure 20, there was a window
frame about four feet west of the street curb, with rubble filling the area
between the frames (only the southern frame to the window is visible in the
profile 1n Figure 20). This window, which is below the street level, was
probably used for ventilating the basement.

No pre-1950 artifacts were present in the trench's deposits except for
structural debris. No artifact collection was made.

•

•

•

•
The wall exposed ; n the western porti on of Trench 33 was the western

basement wall to the post office that occupied modern Lot 19 since 1909. The
rubble within the basement relates to the demolition of the post office,
building which occupied by Martinis Paint after 1955.

Trench 34 {50N/75W)

•
The Phase I historical study of the block indicated that the rear yards

of modern Lots 17, 17 1/2, and 18 would probably be minimally disturbed
(Figure 15). These rear yard areas appeared to have been covered by building
extensi ons wi thout basements. There was a good probabil i ty, then, that the
remains of the Pearsall house and associated outbuildings and features would
be extant below the surface. In addition, this area of the block contained
structures and possibly yard deposits and features associated with Van Cott's
hotel. As di scussed above, the hotel was buil tin the 1840s, and extended
into the entire northwestern portion of the project area, at least until the
1860s. Structural remains and trash deposits associated with the hotel may
also be extant, in this area. For these reasons, Trench 34 was placed in the
area Of what would have been the backyards of Lots 17 and 17 1/2 (Figures
21 and 3).

•

•
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TABLE 2 SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Description Interpretation Date

Trench 33 ~
20E/110N

• Stratum 1 Asphalt and concrete Street paving Post 1902
Strata 2 & 3 Reddish brown sand Fill. possibly for Post 1902with slag and black street bed

ashy sand• Strata 4 Dark yellowish brown Sterile subsoil No datesand
Strata 5 & 6 Dark yellowish brown Fill within utility Probably 20th centuryand yellowish brown trenches• sand
Stratum 7 Dark brown s11 ty sand Demolition debris with- Post 1955wi th rubbl e in basement of struc-

ture west of Standard
Place (modern Lot 19).• above concrete fl oor
and sterile sand sub-
soil

•

•

•
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Trench 34 contained a single brick wall near its center. The wall

extended below the surface to a depth of 10.7 feet. A builder1s trench, dug
into sterile subsoil, was present along the eastern side of the wall (Figure
22, Table 3). The builder's trench contained no artifacts. East of the wall
was a basement with a cement floor, which was located 10.5 feet below the
ground surface. Below the floor was steri 1e subsoil. As with the basement
fill in the trenches to the north, the debris in Trench 34 contained only
structur-al materials. No artifact collection was made.

• The basement in the western portion of the trench would fall within the
rear of modern Lot 17. The area to the east of the wall would be Lot 17 1/2.
Thus, the building extension in lot 17 did have a basement, which is contrary
to infonnation provided by historical documents. Lot 17 1/2's extension was
surficial, as expected.

• Trench 18 (30N/50S)

As with Trench 34, Trench 18 was placed in order to investigate the
areas behind the Pearsall house (Figures 17a and 5) In addition, this area
of the block contained structures and possible rear yard areas of Van Cott's
hotel in the 1840s and 50s.•

•

The trench excavati on exposed four depos i ts of demoli ti on debris over-
lying sterile subsoil (Figure 23, Table 4). Near 'the south center area of
the trench was a pit filled with rubble. cinder. and burnt cobbles. The pit,
which was beneath the demolition layers, was dug into sterile subsoil. The
trench excavati on cut through the extreme northern end of the pit and thus
provided a profile of the feature (designated as Feature 4). An excavation
unit designated Unit 14 was then placed over half of the feature, immediately
south of the southern wall of the trench (Figure 21). The unit contained
eight strata (Table 4. Figure 24). The top three were removed by the
backhoe, as they contained demolition debris. This was observed in the
excavation of the trench proper. A sample of material was collected from
these top deposits in the unit during the backhoe excavation. Strata 6 and 7
were within Feature 4. These deposits contained a large number of blackened
and fi re cracked cobbl es and ci nder. Vell ow bri ck , usually associ ated with
chimneys and furnaces, was also present in Stratum 7. As noted in the
southern wall of the trench, the portion of the pit exposed in the unit
intruded into the sterile. sandy subsoil.

•

•

•

In Stratum 2 of Trench 18, one arti fact was recovered, a fragment of
molded plastic with hexagon facets. Stratum 5. within Feature 4 also yielded
a si ngle artifact, a cl ear bottle fragment. Stratum 9, al so within the
feature. conta i ned one ironstone sherd, four pi eces of terracotta. and four
glass fragments.

Strata I, 2 and 3 excavated as a single deposit within Unit 14 produced
an ironstone bowl sherd, a porcelain cup shard, possi bly Ti ffany 91ass, and
bottle fragments including a finish with a seam to the lip indicating a late
nineteenth century date (Stewart 1976:27).

•
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TABLE 3. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Description Interpretation Date
-Trench 34-

• 50N/75W

Strata 1 & 2 Deposits of yellowish Fi11 and demolition 20th century
red and very dark gray- debris
ish brown sand and
silty sand with brick

• rubble.
Strata 3.4.5.
6.7.8. & 9 Deposits of yellowish Fill to builder1s Early 20th century

brown sand. light. trench east of wall
brown sand. brown/dark

• brown clayey sand. brown-
ish sand. yellow and
light yellowish brown
sand. with top stratum
of decaying mortar.

• Strata 11 Dark brown silty sand Demolition debris 20th century possiblywith rubble within basement above post-1916concrete floor
Stratum 10 Yellowish brown sand Sterile subsoil below No date

floor and below build-
• ers trench

•

•

•
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TRENCH 18 - SOUTH WALL PROFILE
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TABLE 4. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Description Interpretation Date
-Trench 18-

• 30N/SOW
Stratum 1 Light reddish brown Demolition debris 20th century

sand brick rubble
Stratum 2 Dark greyish brown Demolition debris 20th century

• silty sand with rubble
and asphalt fragments

Stratum 3 Asphalt rubble present Demolition debris 20th centuryonly in eastern edge of
trench'. Stratum 4 Dark yellowish brown Demolition debris 20th centurysilty sand with rubble

Feature 4
Strata 5-12 Deposits of yellowish Pit intruding into Possibly middle

• brown silty sand, very Strata 14, begins to late 19thdark grey silty sand, at base of Stratum centuryvery dark greyish 2brown sandy dark yel-
lowish brown silty sand
and clay, with rubble,

• cinder, gravel, burnt
and firecracked cobbles

Strata 14 Yellowish brown sand Sterile subsoil No dateand sand with gravel

• EU 14 of
Trench 18

Strata 1-4 Deposits of dark brown, Demolition debris Post 1955reddish brown sandy
silty brown, dark brown

• silty sand, and black
sand with cinder, rubble,
brick

•
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TABLE 4 (continued)

• Provenience Descripti on Interpretati on Date

Stratum -5 Brown to dark brown
s11ty sand Possibly related to No date available

upper demolition debris• Stratum 6 Dark brown sandy silt
with clay and black
silty sand

Within Feature 4 Possibly middle to
late 19th century

Stratum 7 Dark brown sand with Within Feature 4
silt and large cobbles
(fire cracked and burnt)

Possibly middle to
late 19th century•

Stratum 9 Yellowish brown sand,
present in north west
area of unt t.

Sterile subsoil, intru-
ed by Strata 6 and 7

•

•

•

•

•

•
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An undecora ted irons tone sherd was the only di agnos ti c a rtifact recov-

ered from Stratum 4. Other artifacts included two redware sherds, glassware,
which was excavated in two arbitrary levels and bottle fragments as well as
window glass, brick, mortar, and coal.

•

Stratum 5 also yielded only one diagnostic artifact, an undecorated iron-
stone sherd. The only other ceramics collected were sewer pipe fragments and
an unidentifiable burnt manganese decorated sherd. The glass assemblage
consisted of fragments of bottl e gl ass, mil k 91ass, and window gl ass. Al so
found were building materials including nails, brick and mortar.

Stratum 6, excavated in five arbitrary 1evel S, produced a total of 16
ceramic sherds: 5 undecorated ironstone, 4 burnt polychrome ironstone, 5
decorated porcelain, and 2 plain redware. Even though the glass recovered
was of a subtantial amount, none was diagnostic. All of the glass fragments
were from bottles and windows except for a single glassware fragment. Brick,
mortar, and iron concretions were also collected.

•

•
Six sherds of gray salt gl azed stoneware and two sherds of undecorated

ironstone were the only ceramics recovered from Stratum 7, which was exca-
vated in two arbitrary levels, The stratum yielded no diagnostic glass, but
i ncl uded bottl e fragments, window gl ass, and fragments of a scall oped edged
milk glass bowl. Other artifacts collected were a 2 hole shell button, a
porce 1a in fi sque fragment of a doll' shead, and a number of cerami c pan
tiles.

•
Stratum 9 excavted in two arbitrary" levels, yielded one green bottle

fragment and one white Tiffany glass fragments. All artifacts recovered from
Trench 18, Feature 4 and excavation Unit 14 are listed in Appendix A.

Trench 15 (15N/60W)

• As with Trenches 34 and 18, Trench 15 would hopefully contain deposits,
features, and structural remains associated with Van Cottls hotel and the
house occupied by the Pearsalls (Figures 17a, 4, and 5). No such archaeolo-
gical contexts were exposed in Trench 15. The deposits within the trench
were 1ayers of fi 11 above steri 1e subsoil (Fi gure 25, Table 5). Two of the
fill deposits, Strata 4 and 5, intruded into the sterile subsoil at about 7.7
feet to 16.7 feet from the east end of the trench, filling a depression with-
in the sub soil. This depression was about 1.4 deep into the subsoil. No
artifacts were observed in this trench.•

•

•
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TABLE 5. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Description Interpretation Date

Trench 15 -
15N/60W• Stratum 1 Reddish brown sand Fill and demolition 20th centurywith brick rubble debris
Stratum 2 Brown silty sand Fill No date

• with pocket of ash
Stratum 4 Yellowish brown clay Fill intrudes into No datewith pocket of very Stratum 3dark gray brown clay
Stratum 5 Dark yell owish brown Fill intrudes into No date• sand Stratum 3
Strata 6 & 7 Dark yellowish brown, Sterile subsoil No datedark yellow, yellowish

brown sand

•

•

•

•
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Trench 35 (ON/25W)

Trench 35, placed in the south-central portion of the western project
• area (Figure 17a) also failed to produce any archaeological deposits that

could be linked to the nineteenth century occupations within the block.
Almost the entire trench contained the remains of a large cinderblock struc-
ture capped by a layer of concrete (Fi gure 25). The concrete capping which
first appeared at a depth of 1.1 feet below surface was overlain by the fill
and demolition debris of Stratum 1 (Table 6). The subsurface structure,

• except for one area, was fi 11ed with sand, cl ay and stone rubble. One area
of the structure~ which extended from 8.6 feet to 13.7 feet from the east end
of the trench, was empty, like a vault. This vault contained electrical
fixtures in its ceil ing. The eastern portion of the trench below the layer
of concrete was sterile subsoil. Between the subsoil and the eastern wall of
the vault was a possible builder's trench to the cinder block wall.

As seen in F; gure 26, the trench was expanded in several directions in
order to determi ne the extent and natu re of thi s subsurface structu re. The
backhoe was unable to work within the confines of a normal sized trench due
to the narrow spaces within the cinder block walls. Expansion was also
necessary to break through the concrete f100r of the structure in order to

• investi gate lower deposits. When the floor was removed, steril e subsoil was
exposed.

•

Given the location of this structure and the lack of nineteenth century
artifacts within or below it, this was probably a subsurface storage area or
a small basement holding utilities for the garage that covered modern Lot 50

4t in its entirety. The garage was built in 1918.

~rench 6 (OS/20E)

•
Thi s trench was the first within the transect of trenches investi gating

the northern end of the area with eight borings (Figure 17a). It was
expected that thi s trench wauld uncover rear yard deposits rel ating to the
properties once fronting on Jamaica Avenue in the nineteenth century.
Howevert no such deposi ts were found. As in the other trenches crosst ng
Standard Pl ace, Trench 6 contained twentieth century fill or yard deposits
overlying sterile subsoil. Also , intruding into the subsoil was a single
utility trench. This trench contained the same line of wooden pipe as
exposed in Trench 33 to the north. The util ity trench was directly beneath
Stratum I, the paving for Standard Place (Table n, and extended to a depth
of 3.2 feet below the street surface. No artifacts were recovered from the
trench, as those that were present were within the utility trench, and were
all twentieth century.

•

•

•
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TABLE 6. SUMMARY Of DEPOSITS

• provenience Desc ription Interpretation Date

Trench 35 -
• ON/25W

Stratum 1 Very dark gray sand fill and demolition Post 1955
with rubble wi th debris above concrete
a lense of yellowish layer
brown sand

• strata 2-5 Deposits of dark yel- Sterile subsoil No date
low with brown, brown-
ish yellow, and yellow-
ish brown sand present
only in eastern end of

• trench
Stratum 6 Yellowish brown sand Possible buil der'5 Post 1918

with cobbles and gra- trench
vel, against eastern-
most cinderblock wall

• in trench
Strata 7 & 8 Yellowish brown sand Fill within concrete Post 1918

and dark yellowish and cinderblock sub-brown sand with clay surface structure
and rubble, above• concrete floor; Floor
above sterile sand sub-
soil

•

•

•
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Trench 19 (10S/70W)

•

Trench 19 was located in the south-west portion of the western section
of the project area (Figure 17a). The trench was oriented east/west. Exca-
vation began with the backhoe by removing Stratum 1, a yellowish brown over-
burden sand (Table 7) which extended to a depth from 1.0 to 1.4 feet below
surface. Underlying the sand was a deposit of very dark grayish brown sand
with brtck ruob l e , conduit pipes and steal "III beams, Stratum 2. Stratum 2
continued to depth of from 5.2 to 6.0 feet below surface. Underlying the
rubble layer was a sterile yellowish brown sand with pebbles.

The Phase I report (Rockman, Dublin and Friedlander 1982) has identified
this area of the site (central west end of modern lot 55) as minimally dis-
turbed. Although the borings done in this area did indicate approximately
4.0 feet of fill. Prior to excavation Trench 19 it was anticipated that in-
tact yard deposits and feature may exist in this area of the site because of
its close proximity to the Pearsall house fronting on Jamacia Ave. and the
three early twentieth century structures fronting on Twombly Place This was
not the case as the excavation of Trench 19 has indicated this area was dis-
turbed to 7.0 feet below surface and postdates 1918, the construction of a
later structure.

•

•

• Trench 1 (60S/0E)

•
This was the westernmost trench of a If ne of trenches running along the

southern area of the ei ght bori ngs (Fi gure 17a). The trench exposed two
architectural features. One was a possible brick wall, one course thick
above. and area of mortar. This possible wall was located in the north
profile of the trench, within Strata 3 and 4. The second was a brick wall
with a cement foundation 7.0 feet from the t.rench vs northwest corner. The
foundation extended 4.5 feet below the ground surface into sterile subsoil
and was 1.4 feet thick.

• The top of the brick wall began in Stratum 3, 1.0 feet below the sur-
face. As seen in Table 8, the upper deposits within the trench, including
Stratum 3, contained demolition debris. It is possible that the "wall" with
only one course may be a displaced wall from demolition activities. Below
the demolition layers at about 2.0 feet below the surface, was the sterile
yellowish brown subsoil. No artifacts were found within the trench, nor was
there a builderts trench for the brick wall with the concrete foundation. If
a buil der I s trench was back fill ed wi th s teri 1e subso i 1, it woul d not be
visible in Trench lis walls.

•

•
The wall with the concrete foundation may be related to the one story

structure at the south end of Lot 20 on the 1913 map of the block (Figure 6).
The function of this building is unknown.

•
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TABLE 7. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience DateDescription Interpretation

Trench 6
(S/20E ~

• Stratum 1

Stratum 2

• Stratum 3

Stratum 5

• Stratum 4
Trench 19
lOS!70W)

• Strata 1 & 2

Stratum 3•

Concrete Paving for Stan-
dard Place

Post 1902

Black ash with
sand, stones and
rubble

Fill or horizontal 20th century
yard deposit

70

Probably 20th
century
20th century

No date

Pre-1918

No date

Brown sand Util ity trench

•

•

•

•

Dark brown sand Fill or horizon-
tal yard deposit

Stong brown sand Steri1e subset 1

Yellowish brown sand Fill and demoli-
and very dark grayish tion debris
brown sand with brick
rubble, conduits, pipes,
rubble, steel "1" beams
Yellowish brown sand Sterile subsoil
with pebbles
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TABLE 8. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Descripti on Interpretati on Date

Trench 1

• (60S/DE)
strata 1,2,3,
4,10,11, & 12 Deposits of black, Demolition debris 20th centurydark brown silty sand

dark yellowish brown
• sand with concrete,

cinder, asphalt frag-
ments, mortar

Stratum 5 Yellowish brown sand Steril e subsoil No date

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Trench 37 (60S/40W)

• The extreme southwest corner of the project area had experienced very
little activity during the b'locks history. It probably functioned as the
rear yard area of properties fronting on Jamaica Avenue. A structure was
present 1n this area, however, by the 1890s (Figure 7). Trench 37 (Figure
17a) was expected to contat n the rema ins of thi slate ni neteenth century
structure, and probably portions of the three later structures that occupied
this corner of the project area (Figure 9).

Excavation of the trench exposed a large stone wall oriented north/south
(Figure 26 and 27). The wallIs top was overlain with fill and demolition
debris (Table 9, Figure 27). To the east of the wall, below the layer of
demolition debris, was sterile subsoil. A bui1der's trench intruded into the
subsoil adjacent to the wall's eastern side. The builder's trench contained
a relatively large amount of artifactual material. These materials will be
discussed below.

•

•

•

West of the stone wall were deposits of fill above a possible basement
floor. However, thi s IIf1 oor" was not vi sib 1e in the north profil e of the
trench. Below this "fl oor" was sterile subsoil. The fill within this pos-
sible basement appeared to have been deposited gradually rather than during a
single depositional episode. The fill contained several horizontal layers of
ash and sand with a high frequency of artifactual material. Thus, the base-
ment must have been opened and used for trash disposal.

At the interface of Strata 2 and 3 one pearl ware sherd w/pi nk 1uster
decoration was recovered. Stratum 3, the first deposit within the builder's
trench, contained a total of 11 ironstone ceramic sherds, eight of which were
white saucer sherds which were probably from the same vessel" with and Ott
and Brewer maker's mark from Trenton, New Jersey" circa 1875 (Lovel 1953:
156c). Two additional plain white body ironstone sherds (Vessel 29) exhi-
bited a Bridgwood and Son makers mark form longton, Great Britian and suggest
a date in the nineteenth century (Kovel 1953:156c). An additonal two body
sherds" one from a plain bowl and another of blue ironstone, were also
collected. A single pearlware sherd with scratched pink luster design on the
exteri or, a bi sque fi red basal sherd and a buff body, sal t gl azed stoneware
crock lid measuring 10.5 in. in diameter complete the ceramic collection of
Stratum 3. suggesting a mean ceramic date of 1861.7.

A total of 14 glass fragments and three complete vessels were collected
from Stratum 3. Of the glass fragments, three clear window fragments and two
were clear bottle fragments (one of which was embossed with a diamond). The
rema ini n9 gl ass fragments were from aqua bottl es. Two were embossed wi th
IILOWELnand tlMASSII, one was a chamfer fragment and one was a neck fragment
wi th a blob top dati n9 from the mid to 1ate ni neteenth century (McKeari n
1978:237). Two fragments were from a three piece mold with a dip body. This
type of mold was used from the 18205 and its popularity declined by the 1870s
(Baugher-Perlin 1982:263).

•

•

•

•

•
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TABLE 9. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Description Interpretation Date
~Trench 37-

60N/40E• Stratum 1 Dark brown sand Fill 20th century
Stratum 2 Dark reddish brown Demolition debris 20th centuryto very dark grayish

brown silty sand with• brick rUbble. and
lenses of shell and
organic material

Stratum 6 Dark brown silty sand Fi11 20th century
• Stratum 5 Yellowish brown to Sterile subsoil No datedark yellowish brown

sand
Stratum 3 & 4 Dark yellowish brown Fill in builder's Probably 1ate 19thsand with lenses of trench century• dark grayish brown ash

and cinder
Strata 7.8,
and 9 Dark yellow brown sand Basement fill above 20th century

• and dark brown silty possible floor; floorsand with lenses of ash above Stratum 5.
Sterile sand subsoil

•

•

•
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•

•

•
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A complete clear bottle with a single panel, prescription lip, and mold
seam that extends partially up the neck probably dates from before 1880
(Stewart 1976:27). Two complete aqua panel bottles were recovered, both with
mold seams extendi n9 to the neck, predating 1880 (Steward 1976: 27); one was
embossed wi th "DOCT' MARSHALL'S- SNUFF" and the second was embossed with
"PISO'S CURE - FOR CONSUMPTION- HAZELTIME& CO."

The remainder of the cultural material collected from this deposit
consisted of 22 metal can fragments, another unidentifiable metal fragment,
one leather shoe sole wi"th wood pegs and stacked heel, and four felt frag-
ments. Mollusks consisted of oysters and soft shell clams, and bird and
mammal bone completed the material collected.

Stratum 4, also within the builder's trench, consisted of 11 plain iron-
stone sherds. Two rim and foot plate sherds mended with a vessel from Stra-
tum 3. Nine ironstone plate sherds also mended with sherds from Stratum 3.
One red transfer printed saucer sherd , and one butchered bone complete the
cultural material collected from Stratum 4.

The cultural material collected from Stratum 7 consisted of glass, cera-
mics, one mammal bane and one slate roofing fragment. The glass of Stratum 7
consisted of 21 aqua and seven clear bottle fragments. The clear fragments
mended, forming an embossed vessel, approximately 70% with OR. C. BOUVIER'S -
BUCHUCIN on two panels. Two aqua colored neck fragments with a blob top
also mended, dating the vessed from the mid- to late nineteenth century
(McKearin 1978:237). Another three aqua neck fragments mended, forming
enough of the vessel to date' it between 1880 and 1903 (Stewart 1976:27). The
remaining 16 aqua colored fragments were base and body fragments, all
embossed. There was one additional olive green colored body fragment also
collected from Stratum 7.

As the fill deposits within this possible basement date from the late
nineteenth century and very early twentieth century, the wall exposed in the
trench probably relates to the single structure that occupied this area in
the 1890s (Figure 7, lot owned by Hardenbrook). It may also be related to
one of the three buildings (Figure 9) that SUbsequently replaced this single
structure sometime between 1891 and 1901. No earl ier deposits or features
were present in Trench 37.
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Middle Section

• The modern lots falling within the middle section of the block included
lots 50 and 21 (Figure 3). The tavern and hotel referenced in the proceeding
discussion of the western section's history may have stood within the middle
section of the block, east of modern Standard Place, and south along Jamaica
Avenue. _ The exact location of this early tavern and hotel is unclear in the
available historic records. There is a reference to a residence with out-
buildings east of the tavern and hotel in available late eighteenth century
documents. This residence may have been located within both the middle and
eastern sections of the block.•

•
By the 1840s, this area of the middle section was the site of Van Catt's

hotel (Figure 4). The hotel changed hands several times during the nine-
teenth century, but it conti nued to functi on as a hotel. The name of the
hotel was changed to the Pavill ion Hotel after 1868 (Rockman, Dubl in and
Friedlander 1982) when it was converted to a dance hall, and was associated
with the Jamaica Hotel located in the northeast corner of the block (Figure
8). Turn of the century maps of the block indicate that the hotel building
may have been sectioned, possibly for commercial use (Figure 9). A local
newspaper office occupied the site of the hotel during this time. In 1929, a
structure, possibly commerc1 al was buil t over the enti re area of modern lot
21 (F1 gure 3).•

•
The southern area of the middl e secti on probably functi oned as the rear

of properties fronting on Jamaica Avenue, until the early nineteenth century.
The 1842 Johnson map (Figure 4) indicates a lone structure in the area of
modern Lot 50. Thiss tructure is not recorded on 1ater maps , The function
of this structure is unknown. The historic record does not indicate another
structure in this area of the block until the late nineteenth century. One
structure was buil t sometime before 1891 (Fi gure 7), just east of modern
Standard Pl ace. A second one was bui 1t to the east of the fi rst in 1912
(Figure 12). This later building functioned as an open air theater.

Based on the history of the middle block section, it was anticipated
that trenches and excavation units in this area would yield archaeological
deposits and structural remains associated with:

•

• 1. late eighteenth century commercial properties and possibly a resi-
dence.

2. early to middl e ni neteenth century commerci al properti es , spect-
ficallya hotel.

• 3. middle to late nineteenth century commercial properties, again a
hotel and possible other types of businesses at the turn of the century.

4. early twentieth century commercial establishments.

•
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Middle Section Field Results

• A total of eleven trenches were excavated in the middle section of the
bloc" (Fi gure 17b). These trenches will be di scu ssed begi nn; ng with those
south of modern Lot 21, to those paralleling Archer Avenue.

-
Trench 29 (30N/SOE)

• Trench 29 was one of a line of east/west running trenches for investi-
gating the central portion of the project area (Figure 17b). It was expected
that the trench would uncover yard deposi ts that coul d be 1inked to the
properties fronting on Jamaica Avenue during the late eighteenth and nine-
teenth century. These properties would include Van Cott1s hotel. and possi-
bly the late eighteenth century hotel and tavern that may have been located
at the southeast corner of modern Standard Place and Jamaica Avenue (see
Chapter II).•

•

The excavation of Trench 29 did produce several horizontal yard depos-
its, possible midden deposits, and a trash pit. However, all date to the
late nineteenth century. The entire trench was capped by a layer of demoli-
tion debris (Table 10). Below this layer was a thin horizontal yard deposit
with cinder and coal. which in the western portion of the trench lay between
two layers of domolition debris (Fig. 28). This suggests that there may have
been two demolition episodes in this area of the block with the first sealed
by this thin yard deposit. The historical research on this area of the block
suggested that two such episodes did occur in the twentieth century.

Below this horizontal yard deposit, which becomes thicker in the eastern
hal f of the trench) was Stratum 6. a 1ayer of cl ayey sand with cul tural
material. such as shell and bottles. This may have been a trash midden, as
caul d the portion of Stratum 3 above it. Below the demolition layers, yard
deposits, and possible middens was sterile subsoil. Intruding the subsoil,
near the center of the trench was a pit filled with silt and ash (Feature
#5). The feature was capped by Stratum 3, and appeared to intrude into, at
its western extremety, the lower demolition layer. This suggests that the
pit was dug out after the first demolition episode, and before the second.

Of the 6 strata observed in Trench 29 only two yiel ded cul tural mate-
rial. The first. Stratum 3. produced bottle fragments, including a flash
finiSh without a seam which predates the 18805 (Stewart 1976:27). Two com-
plete bottles. both embossed with Brooklyn company names, were also reco-
vered. One had a blob top, which McKearin dates to the mid- to late nine-
teenth century (McKear;n 1978:237). The other has a crown 1ip not nanufac-
tured on the automatic bottle machine. This can be dated from 1891 (Munsey
1970:105) to 1903 (Lorrain 1968:43).

•

•

•

•

•
77•



• • • •• ••
TRENCH 29 8 EXCAVATIONUNIT 18 - PLAN VIEW

1.25' 1.05'

TRENCH 29 ~ SOUTH WALL PROFILE EXCAVATION UNIT 18

•

N

(D
a 2
I

SCALE IN FEET

• • •

FEATURE

g..",.' -DARK YELLDWJSH BROWN SAND WITH
RuBBLE , BLUESTONE GRAVEL SuRFACE

:~..x
~ CEMENT/MORTAR
~ .1' THICK RUBBLE

MOLDED PORCELAIN SMALL DISH.
TRANSFUI PRINTED I FLORAL PATTERN

BLACK SOIL. ASH

§;;J PULVERIZED BRICK RUBBLE ORANG ISH BROWN SAND DEFINING PIT fDGE

EillJ-DARK BROWN SILTY SAND WITH
WOOD FRAGMENTS 8 SOME CINDER, COAL

DARK GRAYISH BROWN SANDY StLT
FINE PARTICLE, HEAVILY COMPACTED

GRAYER ORANGEIIlROWN SAND CINDER, ASH, CARDBOARD

ISROKEN CERAMIC PIPE OR TILE;::::....' ORANGE/BROWN COARSE SAND

GRAYISH BROWN MOTTLED
CLAYEY SAND (CUlTURAL LAYERI 1.25 • EU;:VATIDNS BrLOW TRUCH DATU"

_ BRICK

~ STONE

F- -) HYPOTHETICAL CONTOUR

FIGURE 28
GSA SITE" 1&2
TRENCH 29 30N /&0 E
EXCAVATION UNIT 18



•

•
The ceramics collected consist of sherds of a redware bowl, an

overglazed porcelain plate, a porcelain teabowl, and ironstone plates, cups,
and bowls. A bone and a four-holed glass button were also recovered.

The other stratum within Trench 29 to yield artifacts was Stratum 6.
Sherds of redware brown salt-glazed stoneware. porcelain, and cc ware, as
well as undecorated and transfer printed ironstone were collected from this
stratum.- The glass assemblage consisted entirely of bottle fragments. The
diagnostic pieces indicate a mid- to late nineteenth century deposit. Two
essence bottle, both embossed with the company name, "LAZELL1S", probably
date to thi s same period. On the base of one is embossed "BOTTLEPATENTED
AUGUST2, 188111

• Nei ther bottl e was produced on the automati c bottl e machi ne
and therfore can be gfven an end date of 1903 (lorrain 1968:43). A blob top
bottle finish, dated to the mid- to late nineteenth century (McKerin
1978:237), and a patent medicine lipped finish, dated prior to the 1880s by
the absence of mol d seams were al so recovered. Other artifacts call ected
included shell, bone and iron concretions.

•

•

•
An exavation unit was placed over Feature #5, immediately south of the

southern waH of the trench. This unit, #18 (Figure 28 and 29) provided a
sample of materi al s from the feature. The majority of the feature however,
remaoned intact to the west, south and east of the unit. Seven strata were
present in the excavation unit (Table 10, Figure 29). The top stratum was
removed from the unit by the backhoe. This top level was only recent demoli-
tion debris, as indicated in the south wall of Trench 29. Hand excavations
began at Stratum 2. Strata 3, 4, 6, and pass; b1Y 7, were trash depos its
within the feature. During excavation, the feature seemed to contain both
late nineteenth and twentieth century material. For example, the upper
portion of Stratum 3 yielded a piece of plastic, along with porcelain, iron-
stone, and redware sherds.

•

•
The feature appeared to have been dug into sterile subsoil. In excavat-

ing the feature and unit. artifacts were found in the upper portions of the
yellowish brown subsoil, Stratum 5 in Figure 29 and Table 10. These arti-
facts were probably di spl aced from the feature into the unconsol i dated sandy
subsoil. No artifactual materials were recovered from the lower portions of
Stratum 5.

• In examining the profiles of Excavation Unit 18, it appears as if more
than one pit was present in this area. One pit would be represented by
Stratum 3 in the east and south wall profiles, and a second would be
represented by Stratum 4 in the south and west wall proff 1es, As Stratum 4
appeared to 1ntrude into Stratum 3. the pit rel at; n9 to #3 waul d be the
earlier. In the west wall profile, a portion of Stratum 5, sterile subsof l ,
extended into Stratum 4. During excavation of the unit, this area of yellow-
ish brown sand flanked by Stratum 4, appeared to be a rodent borrow.•

Stratum 2 of Unit 18 yielded very few artifacts of which none were
di agnosti c. The artifacts co11 ected were bri ck, a roofi ng shi ngl e fragment,
a metal handle from a screen or closet door, a nail and glass fragments.

•
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TABLE 10. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Desc ript1 on Interpretation Date

Trench 29
30N/50E

• Stratum 1 & 2 Yellowish brown sand Demolition debris 20th centurywith rubble, gravel,
brick, mortar

Stratum 3 Dark brown silty sand Horizontal yard Probably 20th century• with wood fragments deposit or late nineteenthand some cinder & coal
Stratum 6 Greyish brown mottled Horizontal yardclayey sand depoist or midden

• Stratum 5 Strong brown to yellow- Sterile subsoil No dateish brown sand

Feature 5

• Stratum 4 Dark grayish brown Trash pit and lenssandy silt with pocket below Stratum 3 andof ash intrudes into Stra-
tum 5

EU #18
• of Trench 29

Strata 1 & 2 Dark yellowish brown Demolition debrissand and reddish brown
sand with brick, mortar
and rubble• Stratum 3 Very dark gray silty Trash deposit withinsand with charcoal, Feature 5cinder, wood. and
shell

• Stratum 4 Dark grayish brown Trash deposit withinsandy silt with char- Feature 5coal and ash

•
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TABLE 10 (continued)

•
Provenience Desc ripti on Interpretation Date

Stratum 6 ,Very dark grayish Fill within Fea-• cl ayey sand ture 5
Stratum 7 Yellowish brown sand Possibly withinpocket Feature 5
Stratum 5 Strong brown to yel- Sterile subsoil No date• 1owi sh brown sand withgravel

•

•

•

•

•

•
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The first strata to be excavated in Feature 5 was Stratum 3, which was
excavated in six arbitrary levels. Because of the large amount of cultural
material recovered from this stratum, the levels will be discussed separatelyand then as a single deposit.

The first level's ceramics consisted of five undecorated ironstone
sherds, a sherd of porcelain and a piece of an electrical insulator. Using
the mold seam as a temoporal indicator for glass bottles, three finishes were
dated to before the 1880s (Stewart 1976:27) and one post-dated 1903 (Lorrain
1968:43). A Borden's milk bottle post-dating 1880, was also found (Baugher-Perlin 1982:275).

•

•

The diagnostic ceramics recovered from leve1 1 were three undecorated
ironstone sherds. The ceramic assemblage consisted of redware, porcelain and
hotel china. Even though there were many glass fragments found, mostly from
bottles, the only diagnostic fragments were a crown top finish, post-dating
the introduction of the automatic bottle machine in 1903 (Lorratn 1968:43),
and a Borden's mild bottle first produced in the 1880s (Baugher-Perlin 1982:
275). A plastic pipe stem was also collected.

level 3 yielded no ceramics. Fragments of a Mason jar. postdating 1858
(Baugher-Perlin 1982:276), and a milk glass fruit jar lid, postdating 1869
(Baugher-Perlin 1982:276, Munsey 1970:146), are among the diagnostfc glass
artifacts recovered from this level. Other diagnostics included a post-1904
bottle base with a suction cut off scar, a clear bottle finish produced by
the automatic bottle machine patented in 1903 (lorrain 1968:43), and another
finish which predates the machi ne (Lcrr-at n 1968 :43). Al so recovered were
fragments of numerous bottles, milk glass, window glass, brick and metal.

Undecorated and transfer printed ironstone, as well as porcela1n were
the only ceramics in level 4. Of the hundreds of glass fragments retrieved
from this level, the only diagnostic pieces were two lips without mold seams
indicat10ng a pre-l880s date (Stewart 1976:27) and a crown top finish from
after 1903 (Lorrain 1968:43). Four fragments with a continuous thread at the
lop were also recovered. Other artifacts collected included bone, shell, anda metal toilet paper holder.

The cultural material recovered from Level 5 indicates a substantial
increase over level 4, in the amount of ceramic and glass. The ceramic
assemblage contained sherds of unglaized and glazed redwareJ brown salt
glazed stoneware, decorated porcelain, transfer printed and undecoratedironstone.

•

•

•

•

•
Again, using the mold seam as a temporal indicator for bottles, a number

of fragments proved to be diagnostic. Eight lips had been manufactured by
the automatic bottle machine, therefore postdating 1903 (Lorrain 1968:43).
Two crown top finishes dating between 1891 (Munsey 1970:105) and 1903
(lorrain 1968:43), a clear finish indicating a pre-18aOs date (Stewart
1976:27). and a mill< bottle. postdating 1880 (Baugher-Perlin 1982:275) werefound as well.

•
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Also recovered were a slate pencil, a light bulb post and wire, and

metal, including parts of hinges, nails, a shock absorber, and a purse
closure.•

•

Level 6 contained many diagnostic glass fragments including five bases
with suction cut off scars post-dating 1904 (Toulouse 1969:582), seven
finishes, mostly crown tops, post-dating 1903 (Lorrain 1968:43), two crown
tops not produced on the automatic bottle machine dating between 1891 (Munsey
1970:105) and 1903 {Lorrain 1968:43L three finishes with seams which end
part way up the neck, indi cati n9 a pre-l880s date (Stewart 1976: 27). and a
mi1k bottl e which was fi rst produced in the 1880s (Baugher-Perli n 1982:276).
Other 91ass artifacts call ected were fragments of molded mil k 91ass, window
glass, and bottle glass.

Diagnostic ceramics recovered from this level include 41 undecorated
ironstone sherds of cups and plates and six transfer printed ironstone
sherds , The ceramic assemblage included porcelain and unglazed redware as
well

•

•
Level 6 also yielded fragments of nitrite based 35 mmmovie film dating

from 1910 to 1930 {Personal connnunication Carl Mydansl, alight bulb base,
two-thirds of a 11011 cell battery and unidentifiable metal concretions as well
as bone and shell.

•
Over 2,000 glass fragments and hundreds of ceramic sherds were retrieved

from stratum 3. The stratum appears to be a deposit dating to the first
quarter of the twent i eth century, and therefore coul d still be of hi s tori c
significance.

Stratum 4 was excavated in three arbitrary levels. Approximately 100
glass fragments were collected. All the glass was either bottle body
fragments or window glass, none of which were diagnostic.

The stratum yi el ded 54 undecorated ironstone sherds, si ngle sherds of
Nottingham, creamware and hand painted ware, as well as three transfer and
two edged ironstone sherds. A mean ceramic date of 1898.4 was established.
Other artifacts recovered included brick, mortar, shell, bone and metal.

Stratum 5 was also excavated in four arbitrary levels. The first three
yielded cultural material with the frequency of artifacts decreasing greatly
by the thi rd. The fourth 1eve1 was steril e. Fi ve undecorated ironstone
sherds and two porcelain sherds were the only ceramics collected. There was
no diagnostic glass. She'll , brick, and metal were also recovered. For a
complete 1i st of arti facts coll ected from Trench 29 and Unit 18 consul t
Appendix A.

•

•

•

•
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The deposits and feature in Trench 29, and Excavation Unit 18, probably
relate to trash disposal activities that took place within the lot in the
south, central portion of the block in 1891 (Figure 7). This lot contained a
single structure from at least 1891 and into the 1950s. This may be the same
building occupied by Charles Sommers in the 19205 and owned by William Baker,
who bought the property from OIDonnell in 1902 (Figure 7 for location of
O'Donnell's property). The property, and others in the area, were bought by
a realty company, which appeared to have demolished structures in the middle
section -of the block. Some of the deposits inTrench 29 may be 1inked to
this particular demolition event. It does not appear, based on the 1891,
1913 and 1955 maps, that the single structure discussed above had been demo-lished and rebuilt.

•

Trench 27 (30N/130E)

• Trench 27 was excavated in order to investigate the central portion of
the block, as was Trench 29 to the west (Figure 17b). The predominant
deposits exposed during the excava tion of Trench 27 were demo1ition 1ayers
(Figure 30 and Table 11). These layers overlaid sterile subsoil. During the
exavation of Stratum 7 with backhoe and shovel shaving, a brown stoneware
sherd was recovered. This was the only possible pre-1950 artifact seen with-
in the trench. An exavation unit, #17, was placed in the area of the sherd,
to sample the stratum and those below it. Stratum 7 contained twentieth
century material. The next stratum below 7 was sterile subsoil. A second
stoneware sherd was recovered from the upper portion of Stratum 8, in the
unit. However, this sherd probably originated within an upper layer, such as
Stratum 7, and had moved down into the unconsolidated sandy subsoil. Consult
Appendix A for artifacts recovered from Trench 27.

The various demolition layers within this trench probably related to one
of the demolition episodes which, based on the historical record, took placein this area of the block in the twentieth century.

•

•

• Trench 7 (OS?60E)

•
The initial phase of the testing program involved the investigation of

the area of eight borings in the southern portion of the block (Figure 17b).
Trench 7, in addition to Trenches 8 and 9, were excavated in order to investi-
gate the northern edge of the bori ng area (Figure 31). and thus the central
area of the block. This portion of the block was expected to contain subsur-
face features, deposits, and structural remains associated with properties
fronting on Jamaica Avenue during the late eighteenth and nineteenth cen-
turies. These properties. as discussed above were the locations of severaltaverns and hotels.

•

•
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TABLE 11. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

•
Provenience Description Interpretation Date

Trench 27
• 30N/130E

Stratum 1 Gravel and fine Fill and demoli- 20th century
cement with dark tion debris
brown sl1t

• Strata 2 & 3 Pocket of brown/dark Demolition debris 20th century
brown silty sand with
brick rubble in layer
of dark yellowish brown
sand with rubble

• Strata 4,5. Dark brown sand, Demolition debris Possibly 20th century
6 & 7 very dark grayish fill

brown silty sand, with
brick rubble, decom-
posed brick and cinder

• Strata 8 & 9 Yellowish brown sand Ster; 1e subsoil No date
with gravel lense

EU #17 of
Trench 27

• Stratum 7 Very dark grayish Demolition debris Possibly 20th century
brown silty sand with
rubble

Stratum 8 Same as in trench
discussed above; No• artifacts recovered

•

•
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The backhoe excavation of Trench 7 exposed eight strata. These included

fill deposits and hort zontal yard deposi ts , below a top 1ayer of asphal t
(Table 12. Figure 32). A large pit was exposed during excavation in the
trench's north wall profile. This pit. Feature 3. contained layers of sand
with ash and charcoal. No diagnostic material was present to date the fea-
ture.

• Two excavation units were dug in Trench 7. Unit 7 was in the western
end of the trench. placed over a possible feature; and Unit 4 was placed in
the central portion of the trench to sample the possible horizontal yard
deposits that run almost the entire length of the trench. Unit 4 began at
the top of Stratum 6, wi th the upper deposits havi ng been removed duri ng
backhoe excavation of the trench. Stratum 6. and the three strata below it,
appeared to lay within a pit or depression within the sterile subsoil. The
dates of these deposits, based on field observation, could have been early to
late nineteenth century, but predominantly middle to late nineteenth century.
It should be noted that Stratum 12 in Figure 33 was excavated with Stratum 8,
as they were very similar in texture and color.

•

• One of the bari ng holes that was placed wi thi n the block by GSA was
found in this unit. The hole was located in the unit's south, central sec-
tion.

•
The artifact analysis of excavation unit #4 provided firmer dating of

the exposed deposits. Of the eleven strata observed in Unit 4, three yielded
artifacts. The first, Stratum 6, contained 43 sherds of transfer printed
ware, including two cups and a plate of different patterns. Undecorated iron-
stone pl ate and cup sherds numbered 56. A yelloware sherd was al so reco-
vered. A mean ceramic date of 1855 was established for Stratum 6. Porcelain
bowl and plate sherds, undecorated and overglazed, as well as molded cup and
vase sherds were retrieved. The cup had a Union Porcelain Works maker's mark
on the bottom. This company was established in Brooklyn in 1874 (Kovel 1953:
160F) .•

All gl ass diagnoses were based on the mold seams of bottl e fin1 shes and
the absence of mold seams on bottle lips. A collection of six appears to
predate the 1880s (Stewart 1976:27). Many body fragments, mostly belonging
to bottles, were also recovered.•

•

•
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TABLE 12. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience DateDesc ription Interpretation

Trench 7
OS/60E

• Stratum 1

Stratum 2

• Stratum 3

Stratum 4

• Stratum 5

Stratum 6

•
Stratum 7

Stratum 9•
Feature 3 in
Trench 7, north
wall

• Stratum 2

Stratum 7
Stratum 8• Stratum 13

•

•

Asphalt
Black sandy, gravel-
ly ash, and asphalt
Dark yellowish brown
sand
Iron stained, very
dark greyish brown
sand
Dark brown sand

Very dark gray-brown
compact clayey sand

Strong brown sterile
sand
Yellowish brown sand
with pebble

Black sandy, gravelly
ash, with asphalt
Strong brown sand
Ash
Charcoal

Parking lot
Fill

Fill or horizon-
tal yard deposit
Horizontal yard
deposit

Post 1955
20th century

Possibly 20th century

Possibly 20th century

Horizontal yard Possibly 20th century
deposit
Possible hori- Unknown
lontal yard trash
deposit
Possibly fill

Ster;1e subsoi 1

Fill

Fin

Fill
Fill

89

Unknown

No date

Unknown

Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
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TABLE 12 (continued)

• Provenience Desc ription Interpretation Date

EU #4 of
• Trench 7

Stratum 6 Dark grayi sh brown Possible horizon- Middle to late 19thclayey sand tal yard deposit century (MCD 1855)or deposit in pit

• Stratum 1 Strong brown sand, Possible fill with 19th centurysteril e a possible pit
Stratum 8 Dark yellowish brown Trash deposit with- Early to late 19thclay and sand possible pit century (MCn 1858)

• Stratum 12 Dark brown clay Deposit within Unknownpossible pit
Stratum 9 Yell owi sh brown sand Fill or sterile Possibly 19th centurysand with intru-

she materi als• Stratum 11 Brown yellow sand Steril e subsoil No date

EU #7 of
Trench 7

•
Stratum 6 Very dark grayish Possible horizon Unknownbrown calyey sand tal yard deposit
Stratum 10 Very dark gray sand Trash deposit, 19th century• in south half of unit possibly in pit

(Feature 6)
Stratum 8 Dark yellowish brown Trash depoist, 19th centuryclay and sand in south possibly in pithalf of unit (Feature 6)• Stratum 9 Yellowish brown sand Steril e subsoil Unknownwith intrusive

material

•
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TRENCH 7 - NORTH WALL PROFILE
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Stratum 8 also yielded a great many artifacts. This stratum appeared to

be a temporally mixed deposit. Artifacts range from a piece of s11pware, to
sherds of undecorated ironstone and yelloware t which were produced into the
20th century. Other diagnostic ceramics included sherds of transfer printed
ironstone and pearlware. A mean ceramic date of 1858 was estab1ished for
Stratum 8. A complete black glazed refined redware teapot lid was also recov-
ered. This particular ware could not be dated.

Many glass artifacts were'recovered from Stratum 8 including a bottle
with the seams stopping below the lip. thus pre-dating the 1880s (Stewart
1976:27). This was the only diagnostic glass item collected. Green, aqua,
amber, and clear bottle body fragments, including those of a patent medicine
bottle, were also found.

•

• A ceramic marble, which might have been made as early as the 1840s and
pre-dates World War I (Randall 1971:103-104), was also recovered from Stratum
8.

•
Strata 9 yielded only five undecorated ironstone sherds , a clear glassfragment and a pieces of coal.
Unit 7, in the western end of the trench, began at Stratum 6 (Figure 33,

Table 12). This stratum, a possible horizontal yard deposit, overlaid two
clay and sand deposits, Stata 10 and 18, intruding into sterile subsoil.
This intrusion into the subsoil was probably another pit, designated as
Feature 6. Stratum 6 could not be as accurately dated in this unit as it
could in Unit 4 to the east, given the paucity of material. However, the two
deposits within the possible pit seemed to date, based on field observations,
to the nineteenth century. Stratum 9, adjacent to and underlying the pit,
appeared to be a sterile subsoil, as characterized across the site. However,
a few artifacts. which were probably intrusions from an upper stratum, were
recovered.

•

• In the Unit 7 artifact analysis, Stratum 10 produced few artifacts.
These include sherds of porcelain, possibly salt glazed stoneware, plain iron-
stone, and transfer printed wares. All glass artifacts were bottle body frag-ments.

• Stratum a, underlying Stratum 10, yielded no glass and only two ceramics
sherds: one of undecorated ironstone and one of a transfer printed ware.

The cultural material recovered from Stratum 9 consisted of two bottle
body fragments, a sherd of undecorated ironstone, two fragments of window
glass, and a piece of coal. All artifacts recovered from excavation units 4
and 7 within Trench 7 are cataloged in Appendix A.•

•
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Given their possible dating, the deposits in Trench 7, may have been

associated with the st~ucture present in modern Lot 50, (in Figure 3). This
structure was extant in the 18905. Trench 7 was located in what would have
been the rear yard for this building. It is also possible that these
deposits and features were related to properties fronting on Jamaica Avenue.
The early and middle nineteenth century materials in Trench 7 would most
1i kely rel ate to the hotel at the corner of Jamaica Avenue and modern Stan-
dard Place. This hotel was, in 1842, Van Cottls hotel (Figure 4). Also, in
1842. there was a lone structure in the southern porti on of modern Lot 50.
This structure and the activities associated with it, may have also been a
source for the early materials in some of the deposits, exposed in Trench 7.•
Trench 8 (OS/IOOE)

• Trench 8 was located in the eastern portion of the middle section of the
project area along the northern extent of the eight borings (Figures 17b and
31). This trench contained many horizontal trash and fill deposits running
the entire length of the trench (Figure 34). Field observations suggested
that some of these deposits, particularly Strata 2, 6, and 7, may contain
both nineteenth and twentieth century materials (Table 13). The dating of
the other deposits was unclear during excavation. Due to the organic nature
of some strata, such as Strata 8, many of these deposits may represent back-
yard trash dumpings. which were subsequently covered by deposits of sandy
fill. The origin of these trash deposits may be the properties fronting on
Jamaica Avenue during the turn of the century. If these strata dated to
circa 1890, they would probably be linked to the hotel which was located to
the north. once owned by Van Cott and later proprietors.

The trash deposi ts inTrench 8 were exposed through backhoe excavati on.
No excavation unit was placed in this trench. At the very eastern end of the
trench, within Stratum 8, a dense packet af shell was observed. As this may
have been part of a feature, a trench was placed immediately east of Trench
8, to expose this deposit for hand excavation. This next trench was Trench
9. There were, however, several artifact samples taken from the strata in
Trench 8, as they was excavated with the backhoe and shovel scraping.

Withi n Stratum 2, a brown bot t1 e with mold seams endi ng on the neck,
dating prior to 1880 (Stewart 1976:27), was found. The few ceramics retri-
eved incuded two sherds , one of undecorated ironstone and one of gray salt
glazed stoneware, and a single porcelain sherd. An undated battery post was
also recovered.

•

•

•

•

•
Stratum 6 contained a single diagnostic artifact. Green bottle frag-

ments were reconstructed to fonn an embossment with the name of a NewYork
brewer. This bottle probably dates to the period between 1870 and 1920
(Munsey 1970:116-117, Baugher-Perlin 1982:271). A sherd of clear glazed
redware and a sherd of gray salt glazed stoneware were the only ceramics
recovered. A hat pin with a metal bead an top was also collected.

•
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TABLE 13. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Description Interpretation Date

Trench 8
• as/lOOE

Stratum 1 Grayish brown silty Fill 20th centurysand
Stratum 2 Dark yellowish brown Fill 19th and 20th century

• sand
Stratum 3 Very dark gray depos it Horizontal yard 19th and 20th centurywith cinder, ash, coal,

slag, charcoal, with
pockets of weak red sand

• and asphalt
Stratum 4 Strong brown mottled Fill Unknownsilty sand with stones,

pebbles and a pocket of
reddish yellow sand• Stratum 5 Dark brown sandy silt Horizontal yard Unknownwith charcoal flecks deposit or filland shell

Stratum 6 Very dark gray ash with Horizontal yard Late 19th century and• charcoal flecks deposit 20th century
Stratum 7 Brownish yellow sand Fill 19th century
Stratum 8 Black cinder and ash Hori zontal yard Unknownwith burnt shell and deposit• pockets of dark gray

brown sandy silt-
organic in nature

Stratum 9 Strong brown silty Fill Unknownsand with some shell• and charcoal fl ecks
Stratum 10 Yellow sand with Steri le subsoil No datepebbles
Stratum 11 Brownish yellow sand Steril e subsoil No date• with pebbles and stones
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Stratum 7 yielded the largest number of artifacts from this trench.
Diagnostic ceramics included six transfer printed sherds, five of which
mended to form a portion of a blue floral decorated bowl; and sixteen sherds
of undecorated ironstone. Mold seams ending at the neck indicated that two
collected prescription and one oil bottle dated prior to the 1880s (Stewart
1976:27). A bottle with a crown 1ip not produced on the automatic bottle
machine and thus dating from 1891 (Munsey 1970:105) to 1903 (Lorrain 1968:43)
was also recovered. This deposit also yielded a bottle with an identifying
seam characteristic of a suction machine cut off scar. Such bottles post
date 1904 (Toulouse 1969:582). Given the level of analysis at this phase, we
were unable to date a metal snap recovered from this deposit. However, all
other indicators point to a late 19th century deposition and possibly turn of
the century. A complete catalogue of all artifacts from Trench 8 are listed
in Appendix A.

Trench 9 (OS/120E)

•

•

•

Trench 9 was placed in order to investigate the eighteenth century pro-
perty line which divides the western and middle sections of the project area
(Fi gure 17b). Trench 9 yi el ded deposits simil ar to those found inTrench 8
(Table 14, Figure 35). They included alternating fill and horizontal yard
deposits, and a grouping of cultural material bearing deposits within a
possible depression in the western end of the trench. This grouping of
deposits was a continuation of the shell bearing deposit located in the
eastern end of Trench 8. Also, a small stone wall was exposed in the eastern
end of Trench 9 {Figure 35}.

The description and materials within the strata were the same in Trench
9 as in Trench 8, so they will not be described here (see Table 13).

•

•

Two excavation units were placed in Trench 9. Unit 5, in the western
section of the trench, began at the top of Stratum 5, and exposed Stratum 6,
7, and 11. Stratum 6 was not vi sibl e in the north wall of the trench or
unit, as it occured only in the southern half of the unit. This possible
horizontal yard deposit was only .58 to 1.9 tenths of a foot thick.

Unit 9 was located in the eastern end of the trench, p1aced over the
small stone wall (Figures 31 and 36). The excavation of this unit began at
Stratum 7. The stone wall was set into Stratum 7, forming a possible
builder's trench (Figure 36). The deposits excavated in this unit were the
same strata seen in the north wall profile of the trench, which was excavated
to subsoil, after the units excavations were completed. However. during exca-
vation of Unit 9, Strata 7 and 8 were dug as a single deposit.

The dates of the various deposits, based on field observations, were
similar to those made for Trench 8. Deposits in Unit 5 appeared to date to
both the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries. little datable material
was recovered from Unit 9. What was recovered appeared to be twenti eth
century.

•

•

•
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TABLE 14. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

•
Provenience Oesc ription Interpretati on Date

• Trench 9
OS/120E
Stratum 1 Same as in Trench 8
Stratum 3 Same as in Trench 8

• Stratum 4 Same as in Trench 8
Stratum 5 Same as in Trench 8
Stratum 6 Same as in Trench 8,

• but only in west end
of Trench 9

Stratum 7 Same as in Trench 8
Stratum 8 Same as in Trench 8

• Stratum 12 Strong brown clayey Fill Unknown
silt

Stratum 13 Dark brown sand silt Fill Unknown

• Stratum 9 Same as in Trench 8, Fi11; Note
but in Trench 9, pre- Strata 4,5,6,7,
sent only in west end 8,12,13, & 9 lie

partially in a
depression

• Stratum 10 Same as in Trench 8
Stratum 11 Same as in Trench 8 Also partially in

depression

•

•
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TABLE 14 (continued)

• Provenience Description Interpretation Date

EU #5 of

• Trench 9
Stratum 5 Dark brown sandy silty Trash deposit, 20th century andwith charcoal and shell possible hori- possibly 19th century

zontal yard
deposit

• Stratum 6 Very dark grayish Trash deposit Possibly late 19thbrown sandy silt with possible hori- century
shell, bone present zontal yardonly in south half of deposit
unit, is .58 ft to 1.9

• ft thick
Stratum 7 Brownish yellow to Fill Probably late 19th

strong brown sand and 20th century
Stratum 11 Yellowish brown Steril e subsoil No date

• sand
EU #9 of
Trench 9
Strata 7 & 8 Brownish yellow to Fill and horizon- 20th century

• dark brawn sand and tal yard deposit,
black cinder ash layer stone wall present

within these strata
Stratum 11 Strong brown sand

present in east end
• of trench

Stratum 10 Yellow, yellowish Steril e subsoi 1 No datebrown sand below Strata 7 &
8

•

•
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•

The analysis of materials from these two excavation units provided a
firmer dating of these various deposits. The only diagnostic artifact
recovered from Unit 5, Stratum 2, which was removed by the backhoe were a
green bottle finish with an applied flattened string lip, indicating a post
1840 date (Personal Communication, Joe Oiamond 1983} , a light bl ue bottle
finish with a tooled lip dating to before 1880 (Stewart 1976:27l, and a rim
sherd of a transfer printed cup. An anomalous piece of tin foil, similar to
a gum wrapper was also found. This stratum also yielded approximately 200
grams of shell.

An undecorated ironstone sherd was the only diagnostic artifact reco-
vered from Stratum 5 in Un;t 5 • All 91ass retri eved was non-di agnos ti c
bottle fragments. The shell weight decreased slightly, but an increase in
the amount of faunal remains present was noted. A pipestem was also found.

Stratum 6 yielded a whole bottle, which was dated to the years 1880
through 1903 (Stewart 1976:27). This date is based on the bottle's mold
seams. No ceramics were recovered. The shell weight remained the same as
Stratum 4, but the amount of fish bone greatly increased.

Stratum 7 was excavated in six arbitrary levels. The deposit did not
yield much material. Only four ceramic artifacts were recovered: one trans-
fer printed and two undecorated ironstone sherds, as well as a porcelain
sherd. All 91ass was non-di agnostic and i ncl uded bottle and/or gl assware
body fragments, window glass, and a fragment from an electrical insulator.
This stratum also yielded a fragment of nitrite based 35 mmmovie film dating
from 1910 to 1930 (Personal communication, Carl Mydans). Bone and shell
dropped to a minimal amount. however a substanti al amount of nail concretion
fragments, about 550 grams, was recovered. All artifacts collected from this
, unit are catalogued in Appendix A.

Unit 9 yielded even less cultural material than Unit 5. Stratum 7, the
first deposit excavated in the unit, yielded only one undecorated ironstone
sherd. No diagnostic glass was present, but many light bulb fragments were
collected. Three fragments of nitrite based movie film, 1910 to 1930. were
also retrieved.

•

•

•

•

•

• Stratum B yielded no ceramics and no diagnostic glass. For a list of
all artifact within unit #9 consult Appendix A.

As with Trench S, the deposits in 9 probably were associated with pro-
perti es fronti ng on J amaica Avenue. duri ng the turn of the century t and
possibly later. The small stone wall, in the eastern end of Trench 9 would
appear to be a remnant of along structure that ran along what is now the
eastern edge of modern lots 21 and 50. The eastern edge of these lots have
been a property line throughout the history of the block. The structures
along this property line included sheds and barns associated with the Jamaica
and then Pettit's hotels, once located in the northeast section of the block.

•

•
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Trench 20 (20S/100E)

•

Trench 20 was placed in order to define the stratigraphy within the area
of the ei ght bori ngs (Fi gure 17b). The excavati on of this trench exposed
deposits similar to those within Trenches 8 and 9 to the north. These
deposits included alternating layers of fill and horizontal yard deposits,
and possible yard middens (Table 15, Figure 37). During backhoe and shovel
excevattcn of the trench, 1arge quanti ti es of pass i b1y ni neteenth century
artffactual materi al were found at the top of Stratum 3. Backhoe excavation
was stopped, and an excavation unit, #13, was placed in the eastern end of
the trench. The first stratum excavated was 3, as seen in the trench's north
wall profile (Figure 37). The unit contained seven additional strata below
Stratum 3. These strata appeared to be alternating fill, yard and trash
deposits. The trash deposits often exhibited high artifact frequencies.
These alternating deposits of fill and trash overlaid sterile subsoil, but
did not appear to intrude into the subsoil as in a trash pit.

After the unit excava ti on wascamp 1eted, the entire trench was dug out
with the backhoe. The series of trash and fill deposits observed in the exca-
vation unit were present throughout the trench.

Stratum 2 of Trench 20 contai ned sherds of the fall owing cerami cs: an
undecorated ironstone chamber pot, a transfer printed bowl and dish, and a
hand painted pearlware disk. A green molded bottle lip. dating to the period
from 1880 to 1903 (Stewart 1976:27), was among the glass artifacts recovered.

•

•

•

• Stratum 4 yielded fragments of a stemware glass, a molded teacup and a
number of bottle fragments.

Unit 13, laid out in the east end of the trench, was opened by
excavating Stratum 3 by hand. Very few diagnostic artifacts were collected -
five undecorated ironstone sherds, a sherd of yellow ware and a clear bottle
finish, without any seams, predating the 1880s (Stewart 1976:27).

Other ceramics and glass recovered from Stratum 3 included porcelain and
undecorated redware sherds as well as bottle fragments, lamp glass and milk
glass. The stratum also yielded a pipe stem fragment, a shoe lace fragment
and five fragments of 35 II1n nitrite based movie film dating from 1910 to
1930.

•

•

•

The cultural material recovered from strata 4 and 5 excavated as a
single deposit, yielded two sherds of undecorated ironstone and a sherd of
flow blue. All the glass collected from this stratum was non- diagnostic
bottle fragments. .

Stratum 6, excavated in 3 arbitrary levels, yielded no dianostic arti-
facts. A' sherd of redware and a sherd of porcelain were the only ceramics
recovered. Bottl e fragments made up the majori ty of the cul tural material
collected. Other glass fragments retrieved were of milk glass, a possible
goblet, and window glass. Also collected were nails, brick, and shell.

•
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TABLE 15. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

•
Provenience Desc ription Interpretation Date

Trench 20• 20S/100E
Stratum 1 Asphalt and black Parking lot Post 1955

sand
Stratum 2 Very dark grayish Fill 20th century• brown sand with areas

of dark reddish brown
clays~ very dark gray
sand and ash

Stratum 3 Very dark brown sand Possible midden Probably late 19th• with pocket of dark and 20th century
brown sand, slag and
shell

Stratum 4 Black sand with Hori zontal yard Unknown
coal and ash deposit• Stratum 5 Yellowish brown sand Fill Unknown

Stratum 6 Black sand Horizontal yard Unknown
deposit or pos-
sible midden• Stratum 7 Very dark brown sand Horizontal yard Unknown
deposit or pos-
sible midden

Stratum 8 Dark yellowish brown Possible fill Unknown• sand
Stratum 9 Silty clay and black Horizontal yard Unk.nown

organic matter deposit
Stratum 10 Brown/dark brown clay Possible fill Unknown• Stratum 11 Stong brown sand Sterile subsoil No date
EU #13 of
Trench 20 Strata within unit

discussed above, include• Strata 3.4,5,6,8,9,10 &
11
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•
Twa undecorated ironstone'and one transfer printed sherds were the only

ceramics collected from Stratum 9. The glass assemblage consisted of bottle
fragments and window glass fragments. Other artifacts included shell,
mortar and iron concretions.

•

Stratum 10 yielded very few artifacts: three glass fragments, iron,
coal and shell.

As with almost all the deposits exposed in the central area of the
block, those within Trench 20 probably contained material discarded from the
hotel property to the north, along Jamaica Avenue. The hotel property would
have been owned by OIOonnell in the 1890s (Figure 7). There is also the like-
lihood that the deposits within these trenches originated from the commercial
properties that subsequently occupied the location of the hotel on Jamaica
Avenue, in the early twentieth century.

• Trench 2 (60S/40E)

•

Trench 2 was the second trench excavated of a transect of trenches
paralleling Archer Avenue (Figure 17b). This transect of trenches was to
investigate the very rear areas of properties fronting on Jamaica Avenue. to
the north.

Trench 2 exposed deposits of fill and demolition debris within a base-
ment. The basement. which extended 6.6 feet below the ground surface, con-
sisted of stone walls that had been white washed on their interfor sides.
The basement did not cover the entire trench area. The eastern wall of the
basement was 4.1 feet from the eastern edge of the trench. A second wall,
adjoining the first, ran along the northern edge of the trench an additional
11.9 feet. This second wall extended only .5 feet from the north wall of
Trench 2. This second wall then met a third at 14.1 feet from the east end
of the trench. The third wall ran north/south and made a jog to the west at
2.9 feet from the trench I s north wall. The jog conti nued into the western
end of the trench, while the third (north/south running) wall appeared to
continue into the southern wall of the trench (Figure 38).

Ouri n9 the i ni ti al backhoe excavati on of the trench, the top of the
walls, described above, were encountered. Backhoe excavations were stopped
and an excavation unit, #1, was placed over the walls in the eastern half of
the trench. As the excavation of the unit became difficult, due to its depth
and the presence of fall en stones from the wall s , the enti re trench .was
expanded with the backhoe to locate the extent of the walls. The backhoe
exposed more of the basement walls, in addition to the concrete floor in the
basement. In order to excavate below the floor, the trench had to be
expanded as the rubble in the basement continually slumped. Sterile, sandy
subsoil was present below the concrete floor (Table 16). Based on field
observations, the majority of material from the excavation unit, and the
overall trench, was twentieth century.

•

•

•

•

•
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TABLE 16. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

•
Provenience Desc ription Interpretati on Date

Trench 2• 60S/40E
stratum 1 Dark brown sf lty sand Fill 20th centurywith pebbles Post 1955
Stratum 2 Asphalt Parking lot Post 1955• Strata 3-20 Deposits of very dark Fill and demo- Post 1891gray sandy silt. sand lition debrisand silty sand dark within a basementyellowish brown sand above concrete

• very dark grayish floor, .1 footbrown clayey sand, thick
some with stone brick
rubble, concrete

EU #1 of

• Trench 2

Strata 4-17 Deposits of dark yel- Fill and demoli- Post 1891lowish brown silty tion debris with-
• sand, dark yellowish in a basement,

brown sand & clay, very above a concretedark gray silty sand floor
very dark gray sand,
some rubble, concrete,
and stones

• Stratum 21 Yellowish brown sand Steril e subsoil No date

•

•
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•
In examini ng the turn of the century maps for thi s area of the block,

the basement uncovered in Trench 2 probably was associated with the lone
structure, just east of what became the north east corner of modern Standard
Place and Archer Avenue, on the 1891 map (Figure 7). This structure remained
stand1ng, at least into the 1950s. The function of th1s structure 1s not
known.

Trench 3 (60S/80E)

•

Trench 3, placed to the east of Trench 2 (Figure 17b) was excavated to
investigate the very rear of properties fronting on Jamaica Avenue, to the
north. A total of eleven strata were exposed in the excavation of Trench 3
and excavati on Unit 2 wi thi n the trench (Tab1e 17 and Fi gure 39). A1so
present withi n the trench was a lone cone rete wall (Fi gure 38) located .1
feet below the asphalt. The top five strata, below the asphalt, appeared to
be a combination of fill deposits and horizontal yard deposits, generally
dating to the twentieth century, with a utility trench in Stratum 5. Stratum
6, however. did contain possible middle to late nineteenth century materials
mixed 1n with twenti eth century artifacts. These deposi ts were excavated
with the backhoe and shovel scraping.

Stratum 7 was a possible fill deposit with both late nineteenth century
and twent1 eth century artifacts, and contrasted with the upper deposi ts, as
they contained clay rather than sand.

As the eastern porti on of the trench was excavated with the backhoe,
strata were seen in the profile wh1ch did not occur in the western section.
These new strata inclUded Strata 8, 11, and 9 (Figure 39). Stratum 8 con-
sisted of a clay deposit different from the other clay deposits in the
trench, t .e, Stratum 7 to the west. It appeared that Stratum 8, as it was
excavated and profiled, contained more late nineteenth century material than
any other stratum in the trench. Below, Stratum 8 was sterile sand, the
natural subsoil within the project area.

An excavation unit, #2, was dug in the western half of the trench
(Figure 38). That unit exposed the same series of deposits as seen in the
south profile of the trench. All deposits excavated in this unit are
described 1n Table 17. This unit began with the excavation of Stratum 4,
with Stratum 7 the first to contain nineteenth century materials. Below this
stratum was Stratum 8~ which had been exposed earlier in the excavation by
backhoe in the eastern end of the trench. Stratum 8 (in both areas)
contained similar artifactua1 material, and probably represented a fill
epi sode , It shoul d be noted that the prof;l e of the eastern portion of the
trench is no included. This area of the trench could not be profiled due to
continual slumping of the trench walls. The artifact analysis for Trench 3
provided the following results.

Three undecorated ironstone sherds and two bottle lfps~ postdating the
1880s (Stewart 1976:27) were recovered from the initial 3 strata of the
trench during baCkhoe and shovel excavation.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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TABLE 17. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

•
Provenience Description Interpretation Date

Trench 3• 60S/BOE
stratum 1 Asphalt Parking lot Post 1955
Strata 2-6 Deposits of black sand Fi11 or hod- 20th centurYt Stratumvery dark grayish brown lontal yard de- 6 contains 20th and• sand, very dark gray posits possibly middle to latesandt dark yellowish 19th centurybrown sand, some with

wood, shell, & stone
Stratum 7 Dark reddish brown Fill Late 19th century and• sandy claYt exposed 20th centuryin western 2/3 of

trench
Stratum 8 Dark yellowish brown Fill Late 19th century andsand with silty clay, 20th century• exposed only in east-

ern half of trench
Stratum 11 Black silty sand, pre- Fill No date availablesent only in east end

of trench• Strata 9 & 10 Yellowish brown sand, Sterile subsoil No dateexposed only in.eastern
half of trench

EU #2 of• Trench 3
Strata 4-6 Same as in Trench 3
Stratum 7 Dark reddish brown Fill 19th and 20th centurysandy clay• Stratum 8 Dark yellowish brown Fill 19th and 20th centurywith si1ty clay
Stratum 9 Yellowish brown sand Sterile subsoil No date

•
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•
Unit 2 began with the hand excavation of Stratum

eleven bottle body fragments and a piece of milk glass.
post and a pl astic button were among the other cul tural
from this deposit.

No diagnostic artifacts were recovered from Stratum 5~ which yielded 70
grams of oyster and clam shell.

4, which produced
A carbon battery

mated al retri eved

• Stratum 6~ excavated in four arbitrary Ieve l s , yielded few artifacts.
All diagnostic material appeared in the upper two levels. The ceramics
recovered from these levels included two blue edged sherds, and single sherds
of white salt glazed stoneware, and gray stoneware. A redware pipe bowl
fragment was also recovered.

• The lower two levels contained a sherd of cc ware and a sherd of clear·
glazed redware. No diagnostic glass was retrieved from Stratum 6. The
frequency of shell increased sl ight1y with each descending level of Stratum
6.

• Stratum 7 was excavated in 4 arbitrary levels. The shell frequency
continued to increase, reaching its highest frequency in the second level.
Artifacts remained sparse. The only diagnostic material recovered was a
sherd of undecorated ironstone and one of blue transfer print. This deposit
also produced four sherds of cc ware and an engine turned redware sherd. A
single sherd of Rockingham was recovered during the backhoe excavation of
Stratum 7.• Stratum 8, excavated in two arbitrary levels, also yielded very few
artifacts. Diagnostics recovered included a sherd of a blue hand painted
ware and a bottle finish with seams which stopped below the lip, indicating a
pre-18BO date (Stewart 1976:27).

• The cerami c densi ty from Stratum 8 exposed in the trench was greater
than that of Stratum 8 of the excavatf on unit. A red overgl azed transfer
pri nted cup wi th a gi 1ded band at the rim dati ng to the turn of the 20th
century was recovered from Stratum 8 in the unit. There were also sherds of
porcelain, gray salt glazed stoneware and undecorated ironstone.

A shovel test dug into Strata Band 9 yielded only building debris and
shell. These materials seemed to originate from Stratum 8. All artifacts
recovered from Trench 3 are cataloged in Appendix A.

•

•
It shoul d be noted that Stratum 7d (i .e , the fourth arbi trary level of

Stratum d) and Stratum 8a were sampled within the excavation unit at 50'.t.
That is, half of the unit at these layers were screened and the remainder was
discarded. This was done as a result of the very low artifact density within
these strata, which appeared to be approaching sterile subsoil. Subsoil was
encountered immediately under Stratum 8 •..
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•
The depth of the cultural bearing deposits in Trench 3 was surprising,

as no substantial structures were noted for thi s area of the block in the
Phase I study. There was a reference, however, to an open air theater 1n
this area of Lot 50, but no structural information on the theater was avail-
able. It was possible that the theater was dug below the twentieth century
ground surface, and when abandoned, this subsurface portion of the theater
was filled. This filling would have resulted in Strata 7 and 8.

The lone concrete wall within the trench (Figure 38), may related to a
structure present on the 1955 block. map (Figure 3). This structure, indi-
cated by a "Gil on the map, may have been a garage. Subsequently excavations
in Trenches 11 and 17, discussed below, support this association.

•
Trench 11 (60S/100E)

• This trench was placed immediately east of Trench 3 (Figure 17b), in
order to investigate the deep cultural bearing deposits exposed in the east-
ern end of Trench 3 (Stratum 8). This trench was only ten feet long, with an
excavation unit placed about 1.5 feet from the western end of the trench.
The stratigraphy exposed in the unit, #6, was used in describing the deposits
within the entire trench.•

•

The top seven strata were removed by the backhoe, to Stratum 8, which
was then hand dug. Refer to Trench 3 on Table 17 for the description of
these top seven strata, as the strata in Trench 11 were the same as in 3.
The deposits within the unit (Table 18) consisted of deep fill deposits and a
possible horizontal yard deposit (Stratum 11). All were above sterile sub-
soil. It shoul d be noted that the strata in the unit are numbered as they
appea red inTrench 3. The two trenches were not connected as the walls of
Trench 3 were continuously collapsing.

No artifacts were col l ected from Strata 1 to 7 in the uni t as these
upper strata had previously been sampled in Trench 3. Strata 81s ceramics
included a white salt galzed stoneware, two transfer printed and five
undecorated ironstone sherds , A substantial amount of glass was present in
this stratum, nine sherds of which were diagnostic. A ladle or spoon
fragment was retreived, as was a brass .22 short casing. Given the level of
analysis, we were unable to date either artifact. The stratum yielded 645
grams of shell.

•

• Stratum 11, underlying 8, contained 5 undecorated ironstone sherds.
This stratum also yielded no diagnostic glass. An 1845 Libery one cent coin
was recovered, cleaned and stablized.

•
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TABLE 18. SUMMARY Of DEPOSITS

• Provenience De scripti on Interpretation Date

Trench 11
• 60s/lODE

EU #6 of
Trench 11
Stratum 8 Dark yellowish brown fill Mid to late 19th

silty cl ay century

• Stratum 11 Black silty sand fill or possible Early to late 19th
hori zontal yard century
deposit

Stratum 12 Dark yellow brown Fill Middle to late 19th

• sand with silty clay century

Stratum 9 Yellowish brown sand Sterile subsoil No date

•

•

•

• ..

•
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•
Stratum 12. (excavated in 7 arbitrary levels) yielded a large number of

artifacts. The ceramic assemblage contained 39 undecorated ironstone sherds.
Other diagnostic ceramics included sltpware , transfer printed and flow blue
ceramics. A mean ceramic data of 1854 was established. Also recovered were
sherds of gray salt glazed stoneware, porcelain; and cc ware.

•
A1though a 1arge amount of glass was recovered. few sherds were diag-

nostic. These included a bottle fragment, with a seam which did not reach
the top. This type dates prior to the 1880s (Stewart 1976:27). Also recov-
ered was a patent medicine bottle lip which did not show a seam. thus pre-
dating the 1903 introduction of the automatic bottle machine (Stewart 1976:
27). Non-diagnostic bottle glass included paneled patent medicine body
fragments and body fragments of brown, amber, green. aqua and clear glass.
This stratum also yielded a number of fragments of tumblers, a goblet and a
decanter or vase. A plastic magnifier loop was found in the first arbitrary
level of stratum 12. The second level yielded a slate pencil fragment. Pipe
fragments were recovered from arbitrary 1evels 5 and 6. Artifact density
decreased greatly at the 7th arbitrary level.

Material from these deposi ts in Unit 6 dated to the nineteenth century,
and posst b1y to the first quarter of that century. The origin of these
strata were probably simi1ar to the deep deposits in Trenc h 3; that is pos-
sibly filling in of the subsurface portions of the open air theater that was
located in this area of the block in the twentieth century. The presence of
early artifactual material suggest that soil from other parts of the block.
or even outside the block, were redeposited in this area. Thus the material
exposed in this unit; an in the lower strata in Trench 3. was displaced
refuse (South 1977). It is possible that these early materials came from the
1842 structures that were located in the southern portion of the block.
These included buildings of Hunter's Hotel in the southeastern corner of the
block, and a lone structure at the southern end of what was the large lot
containing Van Cott's Hotel (see Figure 4).
Trench 17'(40S/100E)

•

•

•

•

•
In order to obtain a more complete coverage of the area included within

boring numbers 11-12-13-14-16-17-18 and 19. (as stipulated in the or;g;na1
testing contract of GSA), Trench 17 was p1aced between the two east/westrunning transect of trenches crossing this portion of the project area
(Figure 17b).

•

•
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Almost all deposits and features exposed in Trench 17, and in the two

units dug within the trench, appeared to date to the twentieth century.
Excavation of the trench, with the backhoe, exposed several fill or horizon-
tal yard deposits, generally containing cinder, charcoal and ash. During the
backhoe excavation of the northern end of the trench, several artifacts, some
of which could have been late nineteenth century, mixed with twentieth, were
observed. Backhoe excavation was stopped and Excavation Unit 12 was placed
at the northern end of the trench. The unit began within Stratum 11 (Figure
40 and Table 19). Only a small portion of Stratum 11 was remaining in the
unit. This stratum overlaid a thin horizontal yard deposit, which 1n turn,
overlaid sterile subsoil (Figure 40). Artifacts from the unit appeared to
all be twentieth century.

During the excavation of Trench 11, which abuts Trench 17, (Figure 38) a
possible wood floor was exposed in the north wall of the trench. Immediately
to the west of thi s area of wood, north of the northern edge of Trench 11,
was a metal sign with the word "SHELL"on it. This sign was undoubtab1y from
the gargage that was located in this area of modern Lot 50 (F1gure 3). An
excavation, unit #11, was placed in the area of the wooden floor exposed in
Trench 17, in order to date the floor and investigate the deposits beneath
it. The unit exposed fill deposits and pockets of ash, cinder, sand and silt
(Table 19 and Figure 41), under the wooden floor. Material from these depo-
sits seemed to all date to the twentieth century. A shovel test was placed
in the unit 1n Stratum 8. Based on the shovel test, and the makeup of Stra-
tum 8, it appeared that deposits observed inTrench 11 to the south, t ,e ,
Stratum 8 and 12, were also present in Unit 11 of Trench 17. Excavation of
the unit was then stopped.

To the north of Unit 11, near the center of Trench 17 (Figure 38), was a
concrete lined feature. The portion of the feature exposed in the trench,
which appeared to be a little more than half, contained deposits of sand,
grave', clay, and coal (Table 19 and Figure 41). Sterile subsoil was encoun-
tered below the feature (Fi gure 41). As steri1 e subsoil was observed at a
higher level in Unit 12 and Feature 2 in Trench 17, than observed in Unit 6
of Trench 11, it would appear that the deep deposit with displaced refuse and
f111 exposed 1n Trenches 3 and 11 (possibly associated with the open air thea-
ter), does not extend north beyond the area between Feature 2 and Excavation
Unit 11, in Trench 17.

The artifact analysis of materi als recovered from Trench 17, the two
units, and the feature, confirmed the field observation that the majority of
artifacts present dated to the twentieth century. The material from the
south secti on of Trench 17. above Unit 11. was twenti eth century debris
consisting of a rubber disc, a metal pipe and a seamed crown lip from a brown .
bottle, post-dating the introduction of the automatic bottle machine in 1903
(Lorrain 1968:43).

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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TABLE 19. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Descri ption Interpretation Date

Trench 17
40S/100E

e Stratum 1 Dark gray sand with Fill 20th centurygravel; Asphalt pre-
sent in south half of
trench

e Strata 2 & 3 Very dark gray and Possible horf- 20th centurydark yellowish brown zontal yardsand with cinder deposit
Strata 4.5.6,
7. & 8 Deposits of very dark Hori zontal yard 20th century• gray ash, charcoal, depositsdark brown sand, pink-

ish gray ash and black
cinder. ash. coal

Stratum 9 Dark brown silty sand Horizontal yard 20th centurye with charcoal, shell. deposit or fillmetal, bands of ash
Stratum 12 Black cinder, only pre- Fill deposit over 20th centurysent in southern half lying Feature 2of trench• 10&11 Dark brown siltyStrata sand Fill 20th centuryand sandy silt
EU #12 of
Trench 17• Stratum 11 Dark brown sandy silt Fill 20th century
Stratum 13 Very dark grayish brown Possible horizon- 20th centurysand, expected only in tal yard depositnorth end of trench• Stratum 17 Strong brown sand Possib1 e sterile No datesubsoil

•
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TABLE 19. (continued)

Provenience DateDescription Interpretation

EU #11 of
Trench 17• Strata 1,2,3,
4,5,6 & 7

•
Stratum 8 & 9

• Feature 2 in
Trench 17
Stratum 1

• Stratum 3

Stratum 4

•
Stratum 5

•

Deposits of black. Fill beneath wood 20th century
very dark brown, floor
brown/dark brown.
grayish brown sand and
silt with ash. cinder
wood, brick fragments
Dark yellowish brown
sand and strong brown
clayey s11t

Fill

Black sand with gravel. Fill
coal. and concrete
Reddish black clay with Fill, below base
silt of trenches
Yellowish brown sand.
Is below feature and
relates to Stratum 8

Fill

20th century

20th century

20th century

20th century

20th century

Note: Stratum 2 does not extend into East wall. below feature. Stratum 2 is
dark brown sand with mortar and brick.

Strong brown clayey
silt below feature;
relates to Stratum 9in EU #11

Fill

•

•
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Based on field observations, and corroberated by the laboratory ana1y-

sis, Strata 1 through 7 of Uni t 11 were combi ned as a 20th century fill
deposit. The ceramic assemblage included sherds of undecorated ironstone,
transfer printed wares, porcelain. cc ware, gray salt glazed stoneware,
91azed red earthenware and yellow ware. Fragments of bottl es , 1amp gl ass.
window glass, 1ight bulb glass and a stemmed goblet were among the glass
artifacts recovered. Strata 5.6, and 7 yielded a relatively large amount of
glass, but not a single fragment was diagnostic.•

•

Movie film, dating from 1910 to 1930 (Personal communication Carl Mydans
1983), was found in Strata 4. 5, 6 and 7. Interesting artifacts included a
1902 Indi an head cent from Stratum 1, a brass .22 short casi ng from Stratum
3. and a blue glazed ceramic marble from Stratum 5.

A shovel test in Stratum 8 yielded only fragments of a metal bowl.

•

The artifacts recovered from above Feature 2 in Trench 17 incl uded an
undecorated ironstone sherd. a sherd of gray salt glazed stoneware, the base
of a stemware glass. a clear glass measuring cup fragment and bottle frag-
ments. The featurel s only stratum, 1. yiel ded no di agnostic artifacts. The
assembl age contai ned an eng; ne turned redware sherd, bottle fragments and a
molded starburst window glass fragment. Discarded in the field were several
hundred pounds of finished concrete. and cut and dressed stone.

Below the wall of Feature 2, Stratum 2 was excavated. The deposit
yielded three bottle fragments, five fragments of metal, concrete and wood.

•

•
Stratum 3 yielded miscellaneous glass fragments. an undecorated redware

sherd and 35 mmnitrite based movie film dating from 1910 to 1930.

From Stratum 4, a flower pot sherd, nondiagnostic glass, and small
amounts of building debris were recovered.

•

Artifacts collected from the backhoe excavation of Trench 17. above Unit
12. included single sherds of gray salt glazed stoneware, undecorated redware
and porcelain as well as bottle fragments, brick, slag and an iron rod.

Unit 12, Stratum 11, yielded a sherd of unglazed redware, and bottle.
lamp. and stemware glass fragments. Stratum 13 yielded a great many arti-
facts. The majority, however, were of non-diagnostic glass, including frag-
ments of a wine glass. a molded disk, bottle, milk, and lamp glass. The few
diagnostic glass artifacts included two lips and a neck fragment which, based
on the mold seams, date prior to the 1880s date (Stewart 1976:27). The
ceramic assemb t age consisted mostly of undecorated ironstone sherds as well
as a few sherds of porcelain and overglaze hand painted wares.•

•
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Other artifacts recovered from Stratum 13 include a ceramic marble, dat-
ing prior to World War I and possibly as early as the 1840s (Randall 1971:
103-104), a doorknob made of coarse agateware and 3 fragments of movie film,
dated to the period from 1910 to 1930.

A shovel test into Stratum 17 yie1 ded only shell, nail concretions and
slag. Consult Appendix A for a complete list of all artifacts recovered from
Trench 17, excavation Uints 11 and 12, and Feature 2.

The deposits within Trench 17 probably were related to disposal acti-
vities that occured within the garage, present on the 1955 map (Figure 3).
It is also possible that some of the artifacts recovered from the trench ori-
ginated from the lot to the west, Lot 53 on the 1913 map (Figure 6). A third
possibility. due to the presence of movie film within many of the deposits,
is that trash from the Jamaica Theater. to the east was al so disposed of in
this portion of the block. As discussed earl ter-, the theater was built in
1912.

Trench 4 (60S/120E)

•

•

•

Trench 4 was the fourth trench excavated of a transect of· trenches
placed to investigate the very rear areas of properties fronting on Jamaica
Avenue. to the north (Fi gure 17b). The deposi ts exposed in the backhoe and
hand excavations of this trench included fill. demolition debris. possible
horizontal yard deposits and a trash pit (Feature 1) (Figure 42). Below the
asphalt was a deposit of fill and demolition rubble. with two small utility
pipes, over several thin layers of sand with ash, cinder and tar. possibly
resulting from surface deposition within a yard (Table 20). Below these
possible yard deposits was sterile sand, the natural subsoil within the
project area. Intruding into the sterile sand. and beginning below Stratum
2, is a pit fill ed with sand. ash. ci nder and tar. Thi s pi t , des i gnated as
Feature 1 (Figures 42 and 43). contained clay and sand with cinder. charcoal,
and soot. The feature produced a mixture of what appeared to be both 1ate
ni neteenth and twenti eth century artifacts. The hori zantal yard depos its,
which may be intruded by Feature 1. appeared to date to the twentieth
century. as did the fill and demolition layers above the feature.

The excavation of Unit 3, in Trench 4. provided a sample of soils and
artifacts within Feature 1 (Figure 42). This excavation. which commenced at
Stratum 15, produced a mixture of both late nineteenth and twentieth century
materials. Unfortunately, the quantity of artifactual material was low.

•

•

•

•

•
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TABLE 20. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Description Interpretation Date

Trench 4
60S/120E

• Stratum 1 Asphalt Parking lot Post 1955

Stratum 2 Very dark gray sand Fill, demolition 20th centurywith asphalt rubble. debris
• and cinder

Strata 3, 4,
and 6 Deposits of dark gray- Possible horizon- Probably 20thish brown silty sand, tal yard deposit centuryand brown/dark brown

• clayey silt, with cin-
der, tar

Stratum 5 Dark yellowish brown Steri1e subset 1 No datesand

• Feature 1
Strata 7,8,9,
10,11,12,13,
14,15,16, s 17 Thin deposits of red- Intrudes into late 19th and 20thdish brown clay, cinder Strata 6, & 5;• soot, very dark grayish probable ash

brown sand with soot, filled trash pitbrown/dark brown silty
sand, dark yellowish
brown sand, black silty
sand with charcoal and• cinder

EU #3 of
Trench 4 Strata within unit dis-

cussed above include
Strata 15, 16, 17 and 5•

•
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Of the first fourteen strata in Trench 4 which were excavated by back-
hoe, only two contained artifacts. Stratum 2 yielded a single clear bottle
fragment possibly a milk bottle. Stratum 3 contained two sherds of an undeco-
rated ironstone plate, and a milk glass fragment of a jar with a continuous
thread at the lip.

Stratum 15 in Feature #1 produced few artifacts. No ceramics were
recovered, while glass fragments numbered only eight, including a clear
glassware rim and non-diagnostic bottle fragments.

Stratum 16 contai ned only one cerami c , an undecorated ; ronstone sherd
from a shallow bowl. Of the bottle fragments collected, only a large mouthed
lip fragment was diagnostic. The mold seam of this piece continued onto the
top of the lip, indicating it was produced by the automatic bottle machine,
patented f n 1903 (Lorrai n 1968:43) • Another artifact post-dati n9 the nf ne-
teenth century was a part of an electric light fixture.

The third and final deposit of the feature, Stratum 17, was excavated in
two arbitrary levels. An observation was made in the field that this stratum
was a temporally mixed deposit of cultural material relating to the nine-
teenth and twentieth centuries. A deci sian was then made to sample 50'1 of
the second arbitrary level. Nineteenth century artifacts included a seamless
bottle lip, dating prior to 1880 (Stewart 1976:27), and a ceramic pipe stem
and bowl. Two bottle lips, one from a Borden1s mild bottle, appear to date
to the turn of the twentiethth century (Stewart 1976:27). The 20th century
assemblage consisted of two automatic machine bottle lips and ten fragments
of nitrite based 35 mmmovie film dating from 1910 to 1930. The majority of
glass fran this stratum consisted of bottle body fragments, but pieces of a
milk glass bowl and a lead glass candy dish were recovered. For a complete
list of all artifacts consult Appendix A.

The horizontal yard deposits and trash pit in Trench 4 may have resulted
from trash disposal activities within modern Lot 49 and/or 50. It is also
possible that in the early twentieth century this area of the block was used
for dumping material from lots fronting on Jamaica Avenue. During the early
twentieth century, the south central area of the block contained vacant lots.
Such urban spaces were often used for trash di sposal , as they are today. A
final possible historical association for the deposits in Trench 4, is the
Jamaica Theater. This link is based on the presence of movie film in many of
the deposits in the trench, including Feature 1.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Eastern Section

•

The modern lots in the eastern section of the block included lots 27,
29, 31, and 38 (Figure 3). As with the other block sections, the area of the
eastern section along Jamaica Avenue contained, since the 1800s, a hotel.
Prior to this time, the northeast corner of the block may have been the loca-
tion of John Dudley's bakery. The property owned by Dudley was bought by an
inn- keeper in 1787. This property was subsequently occupied by the Jamaica
Hotel (Figure 14). The hotel continued to occupy the entire northeast sec-
tion of the block throughout the nineteenth century, but was owned by many
different proprietors. At some time prior to 1906, the hotel was renamed the
Pettit Hotel (Figure 11). At the turn of the century, the block section
contained Pettit's hotel, with associated outbuildings such as barns and
sheds, and a group of stores along Beavery Street (modern Parson Boulevard).
After 1906, the entire block section was SUbdivided, and the hotel was
probably demolished. A series of row structures was then built along Jamaica
Avenue.

•

•

•

The southern area of this block section was vacant until the 1840s. when
a hotel (Hunter's Hotel) was bulltin the southeast corner of the block
(Figure 4). This hotel covered the main area of modern lot 27, and modern
lot 49. The historical record shows that a residence of Dr. Charles H.
Stevens, a dentist, existed in the 1850s, between the two hotels, and fronted
on Beaver Street (Parsons Boulevard). It appears that this residence burned
in the 18605, during the fire which destroyed Hunter's hotel. After the
fire, this area of the block contained only a few structures. An 1873 map
shows a bui1ding along Archer Avenue, in the very southwest corner of this
block section. This structure may have been associated with the line of
structures running north/ south along the property line between the Pavillion
and Jamaica Hotel (see Figure 8). This structure was shown on an 1891 map.
(Figure 7) In addition, a series of small buildings were present along
Beaver Street (Parsons). These buildings correspond to the stores discussed
above. present in the block section at the time of the 1906 subdivision. By
1912, the entire southeast portion of the block was occupied by the Jamaica
Theater. with an entrance to the theater on Jamaica Avenue.

•

•
The above historica1 data suggest that the trenches and units excavated

in this block section would produce artifactual assemblages and structural
remains associated with:• 1. late eighteenth century commercial properties, and possibly a
residence.

•
2. early to middle nineteenth century connnercial properties , and pos-sibly as single residential property.
3. late nineteenth to early twentieth century commercial properties.

•
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Eastern Section Field Results

• The eastern section of the block was investigated with 15 trenches
(Figure 17c). The major focus of these trenches was to expose deposits and
any feature within modern Lot 38, and to determine the depth of the basement,
if present, under the main portion of the Jamaica Theater, in lot 27. Lot
38, based on the Phase I study, appeared to be minimally disturbed (Figure
15). The main portion of Lot 27, within the theater, was the location of an

• early (1836) property line running east/west (Figure 44). Investigation of
the area of the property 1ine which was covered by the theater was expected
to produce features and deposits usually found at the rear of urban lots,
i.e. privies, well, and/or cisterns.

Trenches for this secti on of the block wi11 be di scussed beginni n9 with
• those to the north, along Jamaica Avenue, and then to those in the very

southeastern corner of the block.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Trench 21 (30N/270E)

Trenches 21 and 22 made up a line of trenches that paralleled Jamaica
Avenue (Figure 17c). Other trenches along this transect included Trenches 36
and 32. This line of trenches was designed to investigate depths of
basements associated with structures once standi ng along Jamaica Avenue, and
al so to determi ne the potential for early deposi ts and structural remai ns in
this area of the block.

Trench 21 exposed a deep deposit of building rubble above a concrete
basement floor (Table 21, Figure 45). The fl oar was 9.0 feet below the
surface. Near the center of the trench, at 5.8 feet below the surface, was a
stone and concrete wall. Just below the top of the wall, the basement fill
contained less brick rubble than the fill deposit above the wall, and had a
predominant matrix of gray brown sand. These two different types of fill in
the basement may represent two demolition episodes. It was interesting that
the wall exposed in the trench did not extend to the surface, and had a small
1ayer of wood at its top. This wa11 may have supported a wood floor to the
basement, with the space between the wood and concrete floor, which was at a
lower depth, may have functioned as an area for building utilities.

The wall and basement exposed in Trench 21 were probably associated with
the row of structures built in the area of Pettit's Hotel after 1906 (Figures
6 and 12). It should be noted that the wall in Trench 21 runs at an angle,
and is not perpendicular to Jamaica Avenue, as were the sides of the Pettit
Hotel which occupied this area of the block prior to 1906. As the property
lines placed over this area in 1906 (Figure 11) are at an angle similar to
the wall exposed in Trench 21. this wall probably. postdates the subdivision
of the eastern section of the block.
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Trench 22 (30N/150E)

• Trench 22, as di d Trench 21, uncovered a deposit of demofl i ti on debri s
directly under the asphalt. Stratum 1 of the demolition debris consisted of
dark brown sand with brick (Table 21). This deposit extended approximately 1
foot below surface. Underlying Stratum 1 was another layer of demolition
debris, characterized by brick, wood and general building trash, all from the
twentieth century. This deposit extended to a depth of 4.8 feet below

• surface. In the central portion of the trench a brick wall was uncovered,
approximately 1.2 feet below the surface (Figure 46). The brick wall, 3 feet
wide, also extends to a depth of 4.8 feet. Five utility pipes paralleled the
brick wall ori ented north/south to the east of the wall. Underlyi ng the
buil ding debris and brick wall was a poured concrete floor approximately .8
feet thick. With the assistance of the backhoe, the concrete floor was

• broken through exposing Stratum 3, a sterile sand subsoil.

The wall and basement exposed in Trench 22 were probably associated with
the entrance to the Jamaica Theater, fronting on Jamaica Ave. It shoul d be
noted that the brick wall is oriented northeast/southwest and is in the same
location and orientation of a property line which has been in existence since

• the early nineteenth century (Figures 44 and 46).

Trench 30 (90N/230E)

•

•

•

•

•

•

Trench 30 was opened and oriented east/west (Figure 17c) with the
backhoe, by removing an asphalt parking lot surface. Underlying the asphalt,
Stratum 1, six strata of demolition debris and fill deposits were encountered
before uncovering a stone mortared wall approximately 6.5 feet below the
surface CFigure 45). These demo11ti on deposi ts consisted of reddish brown
si lty sand, dark brown to gray sand and yell owish brown sand, all with brick
and mortar rubble, extending to a depth of 6.25 feet - 6.5 feet below surface
(Table 22). Underlying the above mentioned demolition debris and fill
deposits, and contiguous with the brick wall were four additional fill
deposits. East of the brick wall, two fill deposits were overlying a poured
concrete floor consisted of decayed mortar with brick rubble and blackish
brown burned organic materi al mixed with black silty sand that extended to a
depth of 8.75 feet below surface.

Based on fiel d observations these two fill deposits may possibly repre-
sent an earlier demolHion episode, as they are very different from the fill
above, and begin at the same elevation as the destroyed stone wall. The two
fill deposits west of the stone wall consisted of brick mortar and sand
extending to a depth of 9 feet below surface. As mentioned above the fill
deposits west of the stone wall were overlying a sterile subsoil.

East of the stone mortared wall underlyi n9 the burnt organic material a
collapsed wood floor was observed in the trenches profile. This wood floor,
extending from the stone wall east was approximately .5 feet above the
concrete floor, with a utility pipe oriented north/south lying between the
wood and concrete floors and abutting the stone wall. At this point, the
concrete floor was removed by the backhoe, only to expose the sterile sand
subsoil.
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TABLE 22. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Description Interpretation Date

Trench 30

• 90N/230E
Stratum 1 Asphalt Parking lot Post 1955
Strata 2-11 Deposits of light Demolition debris Post 1906

gray, dark brown. red- and fill deposits
• dish brown, yellowish within a basement

brown sand and silty or basements
sand with brick rubble,
ash, cinder, burnt wood

Stratum 12 Yell owi sh brown coarse Steri 1e subset 1 No date
• sand

•

•

•

•

•
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•
The stone wall and cellar uncovered in Trench '30 was probably associated

with the main structure on Lot 34. It should be noted that the stone wall
runs at an angle and is not perpendicular with Jamaica Avenue as were the
walls of the Pettit Hotel which occupied this area of the block prior to
1906. The property lines placed over this area in 1906 (Figure 11) are at an
angle. similar to the wall uncovered in Trench 30. therefore this structure
probably post dates the 1906 subdivisions of the eastern section of the
block.

• Trench 28 (50N/150E)

•

Trench 28 was located in the central eastern area of the east section of
the project area (Figure 17c), oriented east/west. Excavation began by
removing stratigraphically. Stratum I, characterized as a fill deposit
consisting of dark brown sand with gravel (Table 23. Figure 47). This
deposit extended approximately .7 feet below surface. Strata 2 and 3
consisting of a yellow brown to dark brown sand and sil ty sand with brick and
rubble extended to a depth of 4 feet below surface. where two brick wall s
were recovered (Figures 46 and 47). The western most brick wall was found in
the trench's west wall profile. The trench was then extended to the west to
expose the remainder of the wall. From the top of the broken wall (4 feet
below surface), another fi 11 deposi t was excavated. consisti ng of dark brown
silty sand, brick and mortar. This deposit west of the western most wall
extended to a depth of 7.5 feet below surface before encountering a concrete
floor (Figure 47). Excavation ended west of the brick wall because of the
loose nature of the fill, causing unsafe footing for the backhoe to continue
deeper exvacations of this area. Excavation resumed east of the western most
wall, again clearing the rubble between the two wall s , and working east. In
the central portion of the trench. Stratum 7 continued to 8.5 feet below
surface, before stopping because of the loose fill or the surface. The
second brick wall, al so 4 feet below surface was located 13.8 feet east of
the trench datum (50N/150E). Both the east and west brick walls were
oriented north/south, and were not perpendicular to Jamaica Avenue. and
corresponded with the orientation of the property lines on the 1906 plat
(Figure 11). The next stratum to be excavated by the backhoe was Stratum 4.
described as a yellow brown sand. This probably represented a fill deposit
and extended 3.7 feet below surface. Stratum 5, described as a brown silty
sand, occured only east of easternmost brick wall and possibly represented a
trash deposit with secondary refuse, and extended 5.7 feet below the surface.
Artifacts collected from Stratum 5 consisted of a transfer printed sherd. two
gl ass fragments, one shell. one pi pe stem fragment and 7.5 grams of iron.
Underlying Stratum 5. a sterile yellowish brown sand which represented the
subsoil was the last stratum excavated.

•

•

•

•

• As mentioned above, Trench 28 was oriented east/west and possibly
crossed modern Lots 49. 27 and 29 (Fi gure 3)". The western most wall in the
trench possibly rel ated to the division between Lots 49 and 27. The excava-
tion of Trench 28 demonstrated that this area had at least 8.5 feet of distu~
bance below the surface. The Phase I report indicated the depth of
disturbance in this area was unknown. No evidence of structures earlier than
1906 was recovered. The area between the two brick wall s possibly•
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TABLE 23. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

•
Provenience Description Interpretation Date

• Trench 28
(50N/150E)
Stratum 1 Dark brown sand Fill 20th Century

with gravel

• Stratum 2, Yell ow brown to Demolition rubble Post 1906
3 and 7 dark brown sand and within two base-

si1ty sand with mentsbrick and rubble
Stratum 4 Yellow brown sand, Possible fill Not datable

• present only east deposit
of eastern most wall
wi thin trench

Stratum 5 Brown silty sand Possible trash unknown
present only east deposit with

• of eastern most well secondary refuse
wi thin trench

Stratum 6 Yellow-brown sand, Steri 1e subsoi 1 No dateexposed only east
of eastern most well

• wi thin trench

•

•

•

•
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•

•

•

•

•

•

represented the entranceway of the Jamaica Theater. This area was documented
in the Phase I report as havi ng a cellar of unknown depth. The trench
excavation did not confirm or deny the existence of a cellar in this area of
the theater, but did document the disturbance to 8.5 feet below surface.
This section of the trench would have to postdate 1955 (Figure 3), with no
evidence recovered of earlier occupation i.e., the Jamaica Hotel. The area
east of the easternmost brick wall possibly represented the division between
modern Lot 27, the theater entrance and the backyard area of modern Lot 29
(Fi gure 3). Again, this wall was not perpendicul ar to Jamaica Avenue and
probably postdates the 1906 pl at (Figure 11). Stratum 5, excavated in this
section of the trench, possibly represented a nineteenth century trash
deposit in the' backyard area of Lot 29. No evi dence of earli er occupations
was present in this area of the trench.

Trench 23 (50N/190E)

Trench 23 was the third trench of a transect of trenches, 50 feet north
of transit Station 1. The trench was oriented east/west (Figures 2 and 17C).
This trench was centrally located within the eastern section of the project
area (Figure 46). Excavation began by removing the asphalt parking lot
surface, Stratum 1. Underlyi ng Stratum 1. Stratum 2. described as a dark
yellowish brown sand, probably functioned as a fill or bedding for the
asphalt and extended .4 feet below surface (Table 24). Strata 3 and 4.
described as dark grayi sh sil ty sand with brick rubble and dark reddi sh brown
sand with ,brick and mortar rubble, extended 1.6 feet below surface.
Underlying Stratum 4, another layer of demolition debris, Stratum 5 was
described as very dark gray brown sil ty sand with large pieces of wood and
concrete. Stratum 5 extended 3.8 feet below surface. Stratum 6, the next
deposit to be excavated only occured in the western half of the trench. This
stratum was a reddish brown sand with a large amount of brick and mortar.
The deposit appeared to lense into Stratum 5 and also extended 3.8 feet below
surface. Underlying Strata 5 and 6 was another layer of demolition debrf s ,
Stratum 7. This stratum was a very dark grayish brown silty sand. also with
1arge fragments of bui 1ding material s t ,e , I concrete and brick wall sections.
wood fragments and large pi eces of sheet metal. Artifacts coll ected from
this stratum consisted of two brass light bulb fragments. one square cut nail
fragment. three clear glass fragments with ridges on one side. one aqua
colored bottle neck fragment with seams to the 1ip and nine ceramic buff
earthenware rim sherds , with a green , blue and brown glaze. Stratum 7
extended to a depth of 9.0 feet below surface before exposing a concrete
floor. The concrete floor was then removed by the backhoe uncovering
yellowish brown sand subsoil, Stratum 8. Trench 23 excavation ended at the
subsoil.

Trench 23 was possibly within the backyard extension of the eastern
structure on modern Lot 29 (Figure 3). The hi storie documentation furni shed
no information pertaining to the extent of disturbance on this portion of the
project area. Excavation of Trench 23 showed disturbance to 9.0 feet below
surface. No evidence of earl ier structures or features was recovered from
Trench 23.
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TABLE 24. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

•
Provenience Description Interpretation Date

Trench 23• (SON/190E)
Stratum 1 Asphalt Parking lot Post 1955
Strata 2 to 7 Deposits of dark Demolition rubble 20th Century

gray, reddish brown within basement• sand and silty sand floor
with brick rubble,
mortar

stratum 8 Yellowish brown sand Steri1e subsoi1 No date

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



•
Trench 24 (50N/230E)

•

Trench 24 was centrally located in the eastern section of the project
area (Figure 48), and was the third in a transect of trenches oriented
east/west across this section of the block (Figure 17cL Trench 24 was
pl aced in this location in order to expose any deposits and/or features in
modern Lot 38 (Figure 3). In addition, this area of the block contained
structures and possibly rear yard deposits from John Dudley's bakery in the
late eighteenth century, the Jamaica Hotel in the nineteenth century and the
Pettit Hotel in the early twentieth century.

The trench excavation exposed five deposits of fill and demolition
debris overlying three brick walls (Table 25, Figures 49 and 50). The
western and easternmost walls were just visible in the north wall trench
profile. The central wall, located in the central eastern area of the
trench, almost entirely bisected the trench (Figure 50). This wall section
appeared to be a corner, extending 6 feet to the east and 2 feet north into
the north wall of the trench. The easternmost wall, menti oned above, was
oriented north/south and the western wall was oriented east/west. It should
be noted that the wall s in Trench 24 ran at an angle, and were not perpendi-
cu1ar to Jamaica Avenue, as were the walls of the Pettit Hotel, whiCh
occupied this area of the block to circa 1906. As the property lines placed
over this area in 1906 (Figure 11) were at an angle similar to the walls
exposed in Trench 24, these wall s probably postdated the subdivision of the
eastern section of the block.

•

•

•

•

An excavation unit, designated Unit 15, was placed east of the brick
wall that bisected the trench. A total of six strata were excavated in the
unit (Table 25). Stratum 6 was the first to be hand excavated within the
unit. Stratum 6 possibly represented a fill or horizontal yard deposit,
intruded by the brick wall and large stones. The stones may have been the
footing on which the brick. wall was built. Cultural material consisted of
mid- nineteenth century artifacts. The next deposit to be excavated, Stratum
7, was removed in 5 arbitrary levels. This deposit contained a large amount
of cultural material, such as ceramics, glass and shell. Based on the soil
and amount of cul tural materi al, Stratum 7 may have been a deposit with
secondary or di splaced refuse, possibly wi thi n a feature such as a well or
cistern. The cultural material recovered from this deposit was
characteristic of the first quarter of the nineteenth century and may also
have been intruded by the large footing stones and/or basement foundation
(Figure 50). Stratum 8 (Table 25) as above may have been secondary or
disp1 ace refuse. It contained ceramics, glass, brick and shell (8.85 kg of
shell, venus mercenaria, were discarded in the field). The cultural material
from Stratum 8 was characteristic of the early ni neteenth century. The next
deposit to be excavated, Stratum 9 (Table 25) consisted of a mottled clay and
sand. This deposit may have contained secondary or displaced refuse within a
feature. The frequency of shell and brick decreased sharply in this deposit.
Ceramics, glass, bone, metal and wood fragments were also collected. The
cultural material appeared to be from the late eighteenth century and
intruded into the sterile subsoil. A detailed discussion of artifacts
recovered from Trench 24 follows.

•

•

•

•
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TABLE 25. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Description Interpretation Date

Trench 24
(50W/230E)

• Strata 1 to 5 Deposits of yellowish Fill and demolition Post datesbrown sand, reddish debris 1906brown sand with rubble,
strong brown sand,
concrete rubble, brick-

• rubble
Stratum 6 Dark brown silty sand Deposit intruded Mid 19thwith coal ash and coal by brickwall and Century

possible stone (M.C.D 1854)
foundation. Maybe

• fill or horizontal
deposit

Stratum 7 Dark brown to light Deposit intended Early to Midbrown mottled sandy by possible stone 19th Centurysilt, with layers of founda tion. May be (M.C.D. 1825)• clam and oyster shell soil with secondary
refuse within a
feature, possibly a
well. cistern or
basement. In situ
metal pipe present• in stratum

•

•

•

•
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TABLE 25. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Oescription Interpretation Date

LU. #15 continued
Stratum 8 Brown sand w; th shell Possible so;l with Early 19th• brick, gravel secondary refuse Century

within a feature
such as a well,
cistern, or base-
ment

• Stratum 9 Mottled gray clay and Possibly soil with Late 18thbrown sand secondary refuse Century
within a feature (M.e.D.1796)

Stratum 10 Brown to yellow brown Sterile subsoil No date
• sand

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Strata 1 through 5 of Trench 24 were excavated using the backhoe. The
cultural material from the east and west ends of the trench were kept
separate. The east end yie1 ded a single sherd of undecorated ironstone and
bottle glass fragments. Additional material included an eight sided dark
aqua soda water bottle, probably originally made with a two peiee mold, the
lower half of an aqua embossed cream soda bottle with no seams, and a green
mineral water bottle similar to MeKearin's (978) Figure 2 on page 196. It
is described as having a domed base with a black oxide deposit and a well
modeled American eagle on one side. The bottle is dated to circa 1851-1867.

From the western half of the trench a bottle fragment cross mended with
one from the eastern section, indicating a single deposit. The ceramics
co11 ected were of undecorated ironstone and hand painted wares, parcel ain,
and coarse agateware. The base of a mineral water bottl e di splayed a domed
based with a bl ack oxi de deposit. Another bottle of which 50% was recovered
including the finish, is similar to one in McKearin (1978:281, Figure 7). who
dates it to the mid-nineteenth century.

Unit 15 began with the excavation of Stratum 6, which yi el ded a hi gh
frequency of cultural material. Forty-three sherds of undecorated ironstone
were recovered as well as sherds of cc ware, pearl ware , slipware, porcelain,
transfer printed ironstone, del ft and glazed redwares. A mean ceramic date
of 1854.4 was calculated for this stratum. Three diagnostic glass fragments
corroborated this date: the domed base, circa 1851-1867. and noted above
(McKearin 1978:237), and a neck similar to one in McKearin (1978:281, Figure
6 or 7) dated to the mid-nineteenth century.

Stratum 7 was excavated in 5 arbitrary levels. The first two levels did
not yield much material but the entire stratum produced a great many
artifacts. The ceramic assemblage consisted of slipware; pearl ware
(transfer printed and hand painted); Nottingham; white salt glazed stoneware;
creamware; ironstone; (edged, flow blue, sponged and transfer printed wares);

• delft; brown and gray salt glazed stoneware; glazed redware; porcelain and cc
ware. A mean ceramic date of 1825.6 was established.

•

•

•

•

•
There were slightly fewer gl ass artifacts, but they were all

nondiagnostic bottle glassware and window fragments.

Stratum 7 also yielded small quantities of bone, shell, brick, mortar,
iron, and pipe fragments. Few artifacts were recovered from Stratum 8. The
ceramic assemblage consisted of two undecorated and two blue transfer printed
pearl ware sherds, as well as sherds of cc ware and clear lead glazed redware.
Seven fragments of wi ndow gl ass and one bottle fragment were the only gl ass
arti facts recovered. Two pipe stems were al so among the cul tural material
recovered.•

•
Stratum 9 was dug in three arbi trary level s and a shovel test. The

diagnostic ceramics recovered were slipware, white salt glazed stoneware.
Jackfield, creamware, as well as hand painted and plain pearl ware. transfer
printed, and undecorated ironstone. A mean ceramic date of 1796 was deri ved
for that stratum. However, the presence of ironstone suggests a mixing with
nineteenth century materi al s , Other ceramics recovered i ncl uded brown and
gray salt glazed stoneware delft, glazed redware and porcelain.
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•
There was very little glass present. The only diagnostic fragment was

an applied, flattened string lip, dating to about 1780 (personal
communication Joe Diamond 1983).

•

For a complete list of artifacts recovered from Trench 24, including
excavation Unit 15, consult Appendix A.

The Phase I report had identified modern Lot 38 as being a minimally
disturbed area. It was hoped that since the area was minimally disturbed,
intact cultural deposits and features would be present. The excavation of
Trench 24 did in fact recover archaeological deposits dating from the late
eighteenth century through the early-mid twentieth century within the
possible limits of the feature. The specific type of feature was unknown.
However, as Unit 15 did not encounter a wall in association with the early
materials, this feature must be of considerable size, such as a large cistern
or basement. The presence of both late ei ghteenth and nineteenth century
materials in these lower deposits suggests that these deposit probably
contain displaced refuse.

•
Trench 25 (50N/270E)

•

•

Trench 25 was located on the east side of the eastern section of the
project area (Figure 48), and was the fourth in a transect of trenches
oriented east/west across this section of the block (Figure 17c). Trench 25,
as was the case for Trench 24, was placed in this location in order to
expose any deposits and/or features in modern Lot 38. In addition, this area
of the block contained structures and possible horizontal yard deposits from
John Dudley I s bakery, thought to have been in the north east corner of the
project area in the late eighteenth century. Also, the Jamaica Hotel was
located in this area in the mid- to late nineteenth century, as was the
Pettit Hotel in the early twentieth century.

The trench excavation with the backhoe exposed five deposits of fill and
demolition debris overlying a possible buil der' s trench, wooden material and
brick wall in the east end of the trench (Figure 51). An additional brick.
wall on the west side of the trench, in the trench profile, was observed
while clearing the trench's north wall profile. Again it should be noted
that this wall runs at an angle. and is not perpendicular to Jamaica Avenue
as were the walls of the Pettit Hotel. As seen in Figure 11 this hotel
occupied the northeast corner of the block prior to 1906. The property lines
placed over th; s area of the block in 1906 (Fi gure 11) are at an angl e and
similar to the wall exposed in the trench's north wall profile. Therefore
this wall must postdate 1906. The wall exposed in the eastern end of the
trench is oriented east/west. and probably was associated with a structure
fronting on Parsons Blvd. An excavation unit, des; gnated as Unit 6 was
placed over the bui 1der I s trench and wooden materfal in the east end of the
trench. A- total of nine strata were excavated in Unit 16 (Table 26). The
first stratum to be hand excavated was the remainder of Stratum 5, a level of
brick and mortar demolition debris (Figure 51) containing large stone and
cobbles. Strata 6 and 7 were underlying Stratum 5 (Table 26) and were
probably the remainder of the upper fill and demolition debris, Additional
cobbles. similar to those found in Stratum 5 were observed. These stones may

•

•

•

•
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TABLE 26. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

Provenience DatingDescript ion Interpretation
Trench 25(50N/270E)

• Stratum 1 Asphalt
Strata 2 and 3 Deposits of dark

yellowish brown sand
and strong brown sand

• Stratum 4

Stratum 5

• Stratum 6

• Stratum 7

Stratum 8

• Stratum 9

Stratum 10. 11.
12. and 13

•

•
E.U. #16 of
Trench 25

•

BlaCk sand with silt
and building debris

Parking lot
Fill

Fill and demo-
lition debris

Post 1955
20th Century

20th Century
probably post

1906
Brick and mortar rubble Demolition debris Probably post
with pUlverized brick 1906
Dark brown sand with
s1lt with some mortar
and stone

Dark brown clay with
sand
Dark brown clay wittl
sand
Yellowish brown sand
Deposits of strong
brown sand and gravel
with mortar. dark
yellowish brown sand
and gravel with clay.
dark brown sand with
silt, concrete. dark
brown sand and gravel
and dark yellowish
brown sand with gravel.
Deposits overlay sterile
sand subsoi1

Fill with some Unknown
demolition debris
and possible fallen
footing stone
Fill Unknown

Pocket within
Stratum 9

Steril e subsoil
Fill within
possible trench.
Contained trunks
of decomposed trees

Strata within unit,
discussed above, in-
clude strata 6, 7,
8, 9, 10, 11, 12,
and 13

Unknown

No date

•



•
possibly represent fallen or destroyed footing stones. Strata 8 and 9
underlaid Stratum 7 (Table 26, Figure 51). Stratum 8 was described as a dark
brown clay with sand. This deposit probably represents a pocket within

• Stratum 9, a sterile yellowish brown sand. A poured concrete wall oriented
east/west was observed in the unit's south wall. The sterile sand was
probably the sterile subsoil which has been observed on other areas of the
site. The cultural material recovered from the interface of Strata 7, 8 and
9 appeared to be the result of materials filtering down through the
unconsolidated sand.• Strata 10 through 13 (Table 26, Figure 51 and 52) probably represented
stratigraphic fill deposits within a possible builder's trench. Two small
decomposing tree trunks were observed in Stratum 11, and continued down to
Stratum 12 where one entered the unit's east wall and the other continued
through Stratum 13. The artifact analysis for Trench 25 provided additional

• data on the nature and temporal affiliation of the deposits just discussed.

Strata 1 though 4 of Trench 25 were removed with the backhoe and yielded
no art; facts. Unit 16 began with the hand excavation of Stratum 5, from
which only brick, mortar and a linoleum floor fragment were recovered.

Stratum 6 yielded mortar and brick fragments, slag, tar paper and shell.•
A single shell and two pieces of concrete were the only items retreived

from Stratum 7 and 8.

• Stratum 9 was excavated in three arbitrary level s , The first level
contained concentrations of concrete and brick. Four aqua bottle fragments
were a1 so recovered. The second and thi rd level s yi e1 ded very few arti facts.
The total assemblage consi sted of four trans fer pri nted sherds, seven gl ass
fragments, iron, shell and bone.

Strata 10 through 13 were excavated in five arbitrary levels. Two
ceramic sherds-one red slipware and one transfer printed ware, a single
bottle fragment, brick, mortar, iron and window glass were the only artifacts
within these strata.

•

•

Phase II resul ts in the area of Trench 25 indicated that no intact
archaeological contexts remain rel ati ng to features and/or 1ivi ng surfaces
from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The possibility still remains
for recoveri ng these deposits in the backyard area of Lot 31, just north of
lot 38 (Figure 3). Of the two brick walls observed in the north wall profile
of Trench 25, the eastern probably related to the bl acksmith's shop in Lot 38
(Chapter II). The western wall, also in the north wall profile, possibly
related to the Butler building fronting on Jamaica Avenue (Figure 3). As
mentioned above, this wall ran at an angle and was not perpendicular to
Jamaica Av.enue, as were the property 1ines on the 1906 plat (Figure 11).
This suggests a construction date of post 1906.

•

•
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EXCAVATION UNIT 16
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Trench 13 (30N/230E)

Trench 13 t s located in the central portion of the eastern section of
the project area (Figure 17c), within modern Lot 27 (Figure 3). Excavation
of the trench was oriented east/west and began by removing the asphalt
surface, Stratum 1 (Table 27). Underlying the asphalt parking lot surface a
brownish yellow sand, Stratum 2, was uncovered, extending approximately 1.0
feet below surface. This deposit was probably used as a fill or bedding for
the asphalt surface. Once Stratum 2 was removed another layer of fill or
possible demolition debris, Stratum 3, was excavated to a depth of 2.2 feet
below surface. Underlying Stratum 3 a .4 feet thick deposit of fill or
demo1ition debris was encountered before uncovering a concrete wall oriented
east/west running the length of the trench (Figure 48). Thi s ended the
excavation of Trench 13. For the depth of the concrete wall in Trench 13,
see the Trench 14 discussion.

As mentioned in the Phase I report (Rockman, Dublin and Friedlander
1982) the soil borings indicated that the disturbance in this section of the
block extended from 6 to 15.5 below surface. The excavation at Trench 13 was
unable to confirm or deny the extent of the disturbance, as a poured concrete
wall was located running the length of the trench and probably associated
with the northern portion of the theater main structure. The deposits
overlyi ng the wall are probably associ ated with the theater demolition, post
dating 1955, as the theater appears on the Hyde map (Figure 3).

Trench 14 (40N/248E)

As discussed above, Trench 13 contained only a large concrete foundation
wall. Trench 14 was placed perpendicular to the Trench 13 in order to deter-
mine the nature of thi s wall (Fi gure 48). The trench ran ten feet north and
south of the exposed concrete wall. The deposits exposed both to the north
and south of the wall were very different in terms of soil type, art; factual
materials, and possible origins.

The south half of the trench contained demolition debris and fill above
possible basement fill (Figure 53). Strata 1 and 2 represent fill and demoli-
tion debris that was above the top of the concrete wall located in Trench 13.
The remainder of the deposits were possibly fill within a very deep basement.
The only deposit with artifacts was Stratum 5. The south side of the
concrete wall exposed in the south half to Trench 14 was flat and finished.
Thi s suggests that thi s si de was the interior face of the wall. The fill
against the wall included deposits of sand, clay and coal. The lowermost
deposit was what in other portions of the site has been interpreted as
sterile subsoil. These deposits were not the type of basement f111 usually
found in other basements excavated within the project area. The latter
usually contain large deposits of demolition debris. This difference, and
the presence of what may be sterile subsoil seem to conflict with the inter-
pretation that the deposits south of the wall were within a deep basement.
In addition, no concrete floor was encountered at the bottom of the wall.
These data alter the original field interpretation that a basement was
present.
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TABLE 27. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Description Interp retation Date

Trench 13
(30N/240E)• Stratum 1 Asphal t Parkling lot Post 1955
Stratum 2 Brownish yellow Fill Post 1955sand

• Stratum 3 Dark brown silty Fill or demoli- Post 1955sand wi th stone. tion debris
brick. concrete.
wood. ash

stratum 4 Very dark gray clay Fill or demol1- Post 1955• with coal and brick tion debrisabove concrete founda-
tion wall

•

•

•

•

•

•
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The wall was probably a foundation wall to a very large structure, t ,e ,
the Jamaica Theater. The measurement for the theater does place the northern
wall of the buil ding within the area of Trench 13 and 14. Thus, in Figure
53, Strata 4,5,6,7 and 9 (Table 28) probably represent an area where sterile
subsoil was removed during the placement of the wall, to avoid slumping.
After the wall was completed, this area immediately south of the wall was
back filled with available soil from the block or elsewhere. Also, as dis-
cussed below, there is a possible builder's trench on the north side of the
wall.

•

•

The north half of Trench 14 consisted of two top deposits of fill and
demolition debris, as in the southern half (Table 28, Figure 53). Below
these strata are various deposits of fill and trash. The top of a cultural
bearing deposit (Stratum 6) was exposed with the northern end of the trench
during the backhoe excavation. Backhoe excavation was stopped in this area
of the trench and the area to the south was then dug with the backhoe, leav-
ing the top of Stratum 6, and the soil underneath t pedestal ed. The backhoe
exposed in the southern portion of this north half of the trench, a possible
builder's trench for the concrete wall. The trench appears in Figure 53, as
an area of sand and clay below a yellowish brown sand. It appears that the
bui l der I s trench was dug into steril e subsoi 1 and then refi 11ed with the
subsoil, except for a pocket of sterile sand mixed with clay. This would
explain the lack of clear definition of the trench on the profile presented
in Figure 53.

The northern face of the concrete wall, in the north hal f was unfi ni sh-
ed. Near the bottom of the wall, the concrete protruded out from the wall.
These features of the wall suggest that this wall face is the exterior.

An excavat ion uni t (Unt t 10) was dug into the pedestal ed area at the
north end of the trench, to investigate the nineteenth century deposits
observed in this area. Four strata were exposed in the unit, beginning with
Stratum 6. These deposits consi sted of layers of trash, above steril e sand,
which in turn overlay another trash deposit. The second trash deposit was
above another area of sterile sand. Stratum 6 contained middle and possible
early nineteenth century artifacts, based on field Observations. These arti-
facts included blue transfer printed ceramics. Based on the patterns
observed in the field, they could have dated to the 1840s to 1860s. Stratum
7 was sterile sand with some nineteenth century material. A pocket of clayey
sand is observed again in the northern wall of the unit, again within Stratum
7. As Stratum 7 contains this pocket of soil, it is probably sterile fill.
Natural sterile subsoil is visible in the eastern half of the northern wall
of the unit, as Stratum 10 (Table 28). This suggests that Strata 6, 7, and 8
represent a trash pit dug into the sterile SUbsoil.

•

•

•

•

•

•
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TABLE 28. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Descri ption Interpretation Date

Trench 14
40N/248E• South Hal f
Stratum 1 Reddish brown sand Fill Post 1955
Stratum 2 Dark reddish brown Fi 11

sandy silt• Stratum 3-8 Deposits of yellowish Basement fill? Post 1955red sand, coal and coal Wi th possiblypowder 9 dark yellowish redeposited ste-brown clay, yellow sand ri1e sand subsoi 1dark yellowish brown

• clayey sand with brick.
wood, pebbles. Stratum
8 is yellowish brown
steri 1e sand

North Hal f

Stratum 1 Brown yellow sand Fill Probably post 1955• Stratum 2 Gray ash with stone, Demolition debris 20th centuryconcrete9 brick, wood
fragments

Stratum 3 Very dark gray clay Fill Unknownwith coal and brick• fragments
Stratum 4 Dark yellowish brown Fill Unknownsand with pockets of

coal and sand
Stratum 5 Dark gray clay with Fill Unk.nown

• coal. charcoa19 and
wood. Present southof EU #10

Stratum 6 Very dark grayi sh
brown clayey sand

• Stratum 7 Yellowish brown sand
with pocket of brown
to dark brown clay and
sand

TABLE 28. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• (continued)
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Provenience Description Interpretati on Date

• EU #10 of
Trench 14
Stratum 6 Very dark grayish Trash deposit Early to middle

brown clayey sand 19th century
• Stratum 7 Yellowish brown sand Fill, steril e No date

with pocket of brown
to dark brown clay and
sand

• Stratum 8 Dark gray clayey Trash deposi t Probably 19th
sand

Stratum 10 Yellowish brown gravelly
sand•

•

•

•

•

•
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The deposits containing middle nineteenth century artifacts in the
northern portion of Trench 14, probably were trash dumpings from the Jamaica
Hotel. The hotel was to the north and east of this trench (Figures 8 and
l7e). The deposits above these strata may be fill, laid down during the late
nineteenth century and early twentieth century prior to the construction of
the wall for the Jamaica Theater (1912). The upper most two strata, Strata 1
and 2, probably post date the demolition of the theater. It should be noted
that the area immediately north of the theater, on the 1955 map (Figure 3),
contained an alley way. At one time, this alley way may have overlain
Stratum 3 and 4, and was subsequently removed during demolition of the
theater after 1955. The following artifact discussion confirms the dates of
deposits in Trench 14, as derived from field observations.

A green bottle with a steel or glass pontil mark, dating to the mid-19th
century (Personal communication, Joe Diamond 1982) was the only artifact
recovered from the southern half of Trench 14. This bottle was discovered in
Stratum 5.

•

•

•
Excavation Unit 10 in the northern hal f of the trench began wfth the

hand excavation of Stratum 6, which yielded a large number of artifacts.
Three tumblers, dating from 1845 to 1865 (personal communication, Joe Diamond
1982), were reconstructed. A six sided, pressed tumbler, displaying a large
ground pentf l mark, was al so reconstructed and is very similar to M'Kee and
Brothers' (1981:19) pint tumbler from the 1859/60 catalog. The upper portion
of a stemmed glass, with fluting nearly to the rim, was also found. All of
the above were made of flint, or 1ead gl ass. Over 200 fragments of chimney
globe lamp glass were retrieved. Noted was the minimal amount of bottle
glass present.•

•
Diagnostic ceramics from Stratum 6 were reconstructed to form a large

transfer pinted serving dish, with a maker's mark of J. Wedgewood, a flow
bl ue serving di sh, a transfer printed bowl or gravy boat, a yellow ware
serving dish and an undecorated ironstone plate and bowl. Other
reconstructed ceramic vessel s incl uded a cc ware bowl, a large gray sal t
glazed stoneware cooler with a spiggot hole at the base, two gilded porcelain
dishes and a gilded porcelain cup.

All of the above mentioned artifacts from Stratum 6 fell into South's
(1977:93) kitchen group with the exception of lamp glass which falls within
the activities group. This comprised the majority of material collected.
Artifacts within other groups inclUded five nails from architecture and seven
fragments from bone.

Stratum 6 appears to be a trash deposit. A mean ceramic date of 1853
was established.

•

•
Stra tum 7 was a steri 1e sand 1ayer and yi e1ded no art i fac t , An undeco-

rated ironstone sherd and two tumbler fragments were recovered from Stratum8.

• For a complete list of all artifacts consult Appendix A.
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Trench 10 (OS/160E)

Trench 10 was the sixth trench of a transect of trenches, oriented east/
west along the zero base line of the site's grid (Figure 17a, b and e), with-
in the eastern section of the project area (Figure 54). Excavation began in
Trench 10 by removi ng a brown to dark brown s11ty sand and gravel fill,
stratum 1, which extended across the trench to a depth of .5 feet below
surface. Underlying Stratum 1, three concrete walls were uncovered. The
west and east wall s were oriented north/west to south/east, whil e the center
concrete wall was oriented east/west (Figure 54). Stratum 2, which underlaid
Stratum 1 in the west side of the trench, consisted of a black cinder and ash
horizontal yard deposits or f111 that extended to a depth of .8 feet below
surface. Cultural materi a1 recovered from the backhoe excavation of Stratum
2 consisted of one molded plaster fragment, three undecorated ironstone
sherds, one pipe stem fragment and two glass fragments-one clear fragment and
one ribbed tumbler fragment. Underlying Strata 2 and 1, east of the eastern
most concrete wall another hori zonta 1 yard deposit or fi 11 1ayer, Stratum 3,
consisting of dark brown silty sand. The cultural material collected from
this deposit consisted of four ceramic sherds; one lead glazed redware sherd,
one trans fer pri nted flow blue shoul der sherd of a London cup, one pi pe bowl
and one ironstone sherd with rouletted pattern. The deposit extended to a
depth 1.0 feet below surface. Underlying Stratum 3 and west of the western
most wall, Stratum 4, a fill deposit within a possible utility trench,
consisted of yellowish brown coarse sand. Stratum 5, underlying Stratum 3
east and west of the north/ south oriented wall s consisted of strong brown
sand with clay. This stratum probably represented a fill or horizontal yard
deposi t. Cultural mater; al coll ected from Stratum 5 consi sted of one bl ue
band painted porcelain flatware sherd. This deposit extended to a depth of
1.5 feet below surface. Stratum 6, desc ri bed as a steri 1e yell owish brown
sand was located on both the east and west sides of the possible utility
trench. Stratum 7, another fi 11 deposi t with the uti 11ty Trench underla id
Stratum 3 just west of the western uti 11ty trench wall and extended to a
depth of 3.4 feet below surface.

Stratum 9, also underlying and contiguious with Stratum 3 to the west,
as well as f1 ush agai nst the west si de of the east/west concrete wall was
another fill deposit wHhin the possible utility trench. Cultural materfa1
collected from this deposit consisted of three marble fragments (possible
door step or threshold fragments). This deposi t extended to a depth of 2.8
feet below surface. Stratum 10, underlying Stratum 9 was another deposit of
fill within the utility trench which extended to a depth of 3.1 feet below
surface (Table 29). This was overlying Stratum 11, al so fill within the
utility trench. This deposit extended to a depth of 3.5 feet below surface.
Stratum 12, a deposit of fill and demolition debris within the possible
utl1 i ty trench was between the eastern util i ty trench wall and the center
east/west oriented wall. This demolition debris extended to a depth of 3.7
feet below surface. The sterile subsoil, Stratum 8 underlaid Stratum 12
(Table 29). This sterile sand was excavated to a depth of 4.5 feet below
surface.
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TABLE 29. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Description DateProvenience Interpretation

Trench 10
(OS/160E)• stratum 1 Brown/dark brown silty Fill

sand and gravel 20th Century

Stratum 2 Black cinder ash, in Horizontal yard
western end of trench deposit or fill•

Stratum 3 Dark brown silty sand
on both sides of
uti1ity trench

• Stratum 5 Strong brown sand with
clay on both sides of
ut f 1ity trench

Strata 6 and 8 Yellowish brown and
brown; sh yell ow sand
on both sides of utility
trench•

Strata 4 and 7 Yellowish brown sand
and light olive brown
brown sand•

• Strata 9, 10 Deposits of yellowish
and 11 brown and brownish

yellow sand and sand
with gravel

Stratum 12

Horizontal yard
deposit or fill

Late 19th
and 20th
Century
Mid to late
19th century

Fill or horizontal
yard deposit

Not datable

Steri 1e subsoi1 No date

Fill deposits with- 20th Century
in a possible
uti1ity trench.
Trench also filled
with deposits similar
to Strata 3, 5, and
6 described above
Fill within a pos- 20th Century
sible utility trench

•
Very dark grayish brown Fill and demolition 20th Centurysand with rubble debris within

utility trench with
concrete siding

•

•



•

•

Trench 10 was located within modern Lot 27, the location of the Jamaica
Theater. The Phase I report indicated a cellar was present, but its extent
was unknown. Also, the soil bari ngs in the area of Trench 10 documented the
disturbance from two to four feet fran surface. The excavation of Trench 10
indicated that a basement did not exist on this section of the lot, only a
utility trench. The depth of disturbance was a1so confinned to extend to a
depth of 4.5 feet below surface. No evidence of earlier structures or
features from either the Jamaica or Pettit Hotels was found. It appears as
though the Jamaica Theater has destroyed the remains of these earlier
structures and surfaces.

•

Trench 12 (20S/150E)

• Trench 12 was placed in order to investigate the area of an 1836 pro-
perty line 'which ran east/west within the main portion of modern Lot 27
(Figures 44, 3 and l7c). It was expected that this trench would uncover
deposits and possibly features in this area, which historically would have
functioned as the very rear of properties fronting on Jamaica Avenue, i.e.
the Jamaica Hotel.

•

The trench did not contain deposits or features that were related to the
area of this early property 1ine. Strata exposed in the trench incl uded f111
and horizontal yard deposits dating to the twentieth century and possibly the
late nineteenth. These deposits overlay sterile subsoil (Table 30, Figure
55). As possible nineteenth century material was recovered during the
backhoe exavation of the trench below Stratum 4, a 3 foot by 3 foot excava-
tion unit was placed irmnediately south of the trench (Figure 54), with the
northwest corner of the unit the same as the southwest corner of the trench.

•

•

In the excavation of unit 8, the top four strata were removed by the
backhoe, and hand excavations were begun at the top of Stratum 5 working into
Stratum 7 (Table 30, Figure 56). The hand excavated deposits consisted of
fill and horizontal yard deposits, similar to those exposed within Trench 12
itsel f. Late nineteenth century material s were recovered from Stratum 7 in
the unit. Stratum 8 also produced nineteenth century materials; however, a
piece of movie film was also recovered from this stratum. This intially
suggests an early twentieth century deposit. The lowest stratum within the
unit was the sterile sand which occurs throughout the project area.

The deposits within both the trench and unit could be 1inked to several
different properti es in this area of the block. These would i net ude , for the
twentieth century, the structures in modern Lot 49 or the Jamaica Theater,
the latter supported by the presence of movie film. For the early twentieth
century, these deposits may relate to the rear of properties along modern
Parson Boulevard (Beaver Street historically). These structures appear to
have been commercial properties (Figure 12). Finally, there is the likeli-
hood that these deposits may be linked to the structures fronting on Jamaica
Avenue, whereby trash was deposi ted in the vacant lots which now make up the
western portion of modern Lot 27.

•

•

•
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TABLE 30. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

•
Provenience Description !nterpreta tion Date

Trench 12• 20S/150E
Strata 1-22 Deposits of black, Fill deposits and 20th century and

grayi sh brown to horizontal yard pass ibly 1ateyellow brown sand, deposits 19th centurysilty sand, cinder• and ash wi th gravel
and brick

Stratum 23 Interbedded yell owi sh Steri 1e subsoi 1 No datebrown sands

• EU #8 of
Trench 12
stratum 1 Asphalt Park.ing lot Post 1955
Strata 2-8 Black to dark yellowish Fill deposits and Late 19th and 20th• brown silty sands with horizontal yard centurypebbles. cinders. and

soot
Stratum 23 Yellowish brown sand Steri 1e subset 1 No date

•

•

•

•
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•
Trench 12 was excavated entirely by backhoe removing deposits stratum by

stratum. In this way, it was possible to associate arti facts with the stra-
tum from which they were recovered. Strata 7 and 8, the only ones containing
cul tura1 materi a1, yi el ded few artifacts. Two bottle fragments were
retrieved from the former. The latter produced two bottle finishes, each
with a crown 1ip. One not manufactured on the automatic bottle machine,
dates from 1891 (Munsey 1970:105) to 1903 (Lorraine 1968:43). The other
postdates the introduction of the automatic bottle machi ne in 1903 (Lorraine
1968:43).•

•
Excavation Unit 8, set alongside Trench 12 was opened to better sample

the cultural material recovered from the trench. Strata 1 through 4 were
excavated with the backhoe. Very few artifacts were collected, of which the
only diagnostic piece was an undecorated ironstone sherd.

Stratum 5, deemed to be a twentieth century deposit, was hand excavated
and only a 50% sample was taken. No ceramics were recovered and all gl ass
was non-diagnostic.

Glass, ceramics, a battery core, and nitrite based film, dated from 1910
to 1930 (personnal communication Carl Mydans 1983). were observed in the
field within Stratum 6. A four holed bone button, a white glass bead, and
two grommets were recovered.

•

•
Stratum 7 yielded the most artifacts within the unit. Diagnostic cera-

mics recovered were one white salt glazed stoneware, one transfer printed and
four undecorated ironstone sherds. There was no diagnostic glass present,
but fragments of both bottles and glassware were retrieved. Given the level
of analysi s at thi s phase, we were unabl e to date a battery post fragment
which was also collected.

•

The finish of an aqua blob top "torpedo" bottle was recovered from
Stratum 8. McKearin (1978:237) writes that these bottles appears in the mid-
to late 19th century. Another bottle finish, without mold seams, could date
to this same period. Anomo1ouswith the glass artifacts were two fragments
of nitrite based movie film. dating from 1910 to 1930 (personnal
communication Carl Mydans 1983).

Trench 16 (20S/170E)

•

•
Trench 16 was located in the south/west portion of the eastern section

of the study area (Figure l7c), and was oriented north/south. Excavation of
Trench 16 began by removing, with the backhoe, three layers of fill, consist-
ing of brown sand with concrete. ash and deposits of brick rubble and build-
ing debris. extending to a depth of approximately 3.56 feet below surface.
Within these fill deposits three utility pipes were uncovered oriented north/
south, paralleling the trench. At 3.5 feet below surface, the east and west
wall of the trench began to collapse. exposing two parallel concrete walls
perpendicular to Jamaica Ave. After clearing the slumped rubble, a .2 thick
concrete floor was uncovered; extendi n9 the 1ength of the trench, as well as
two concrete stanchions; poured into wooden forms (Figure 54). After
removing the concrete floor with the backhoe, a yellowish brown sterile sand•
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•
was observed (Table 31) and characterized as sterile subsoil. This ended the
excavation of Trench 16.

• Trench 16 was located within the area of the Jamaica Theater, i.e.
modern Lot 27. The Phase I study i dentifi ed Lot 27 as an area of unknown
distrubance. The excavation of Trench 16 indicated that this area was in
fact disturbed to a depth of 4.6 feet below surface, thus probably destroying
shallow remains of earlier structures i.e., MY·s. Hunter's Hotel (Figure 4).

• Trench 31 (20S/2IOE)

•
Trench 31 is located in the south central portion of the eastern section

of the project area (Figure 17c), and was oriented north/south. The trench
excavation began by first removing the asphalt surface, Stratum 1 and
exposing Stratum 2 (Table 32). Stratum 2, a black sand with brick rubble and
buil di ng deb ri s , ex tended to a depth of 3 to 3.5 feet below surface. Under
Stratum 2 was a sterile yellowish brown sand, or subsoil. ending the
excavation of Trench 31.

•

Trench 31 was withi n modern Lot 27, and area of the Jamaica Theater
(Figure 3). Although no features were encountered during the excavation, it
did furnish infor"mation rel at inq to the extend of the dtsturbance of this
portion of Lot 27. In addi tion to the extent of di sturbance, the excavation
indicated there was no basement present in this port.ton of Lot 27. Since the
Phase I study indicated that no additional str-uctures were built after the
Theater', the demolition debris postdates 1955. It should also be noted,
although Trench 31 did bisect the nineteenth century east/west property 1iRe
in Lot 27, no evidence of it was observed.

•

Trench 5 (60S/160E)

•

Trench 5 was located in the southwest por·tion of the eastern section of
the project area (Figure 17c) within modern Lot 27 (Figure 3). The trench
was ort ented east/west. Excavation began with the backhoe, strati graphicall y
Y'emoving several fill deposits (Strata 1, ~ and 5). At 2 feet below surface,
two concrete wall s , wi th br-ick atop the wester'n most wall, were uncovered
(Figure 54). Excavation then continued west of the western most wall.
Sb'atum 2, a sterile yellowish brown to light yellowish brown sand was
encountered (Table 33).

Excavation then conti nued east of the westernmost wall of Stratum 3.
This stratum was a dark brown sand with brick~ slag, concrete, mortar.
plaster and in situ utility pipes. Stratum 3 extended to a depth of 3.6 feet
below surfacearid""overlaid a concrete floor. This construction appeared to
be a utility trench. The concrete floor was broken using the backhoe,
uncovering the s ter-t le yellowish brown to 1ight yellowish brown SUbsoil.
Upon c1eari ng the debrt s fron the centra 1 port ion of Trench 5, (between the
above mentioned wall s) a concrete stanchion pour-ed into wooden fonns was
uncovered. This stanchion was probably used as the footing for' the western
most wall. The bottom of the stauchion was reached at 4.3 feet below
sur-f'ace , approximately .5 feet into the steri l e subsoil.

•

•

•
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TABLE 31- SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Description Interpretation Date

Trench 16
(20S/170E)• Strata 1 to 3 Brown sand with Fill withi n util ity 20th Century

concrete pieces, trench with con-
ash and deposi t crete floor
of brick rubble
and building debris• Stratum 4 Yellowish brown sand Sterile subsoil No date

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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TABLE 32. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Description Interpretation Date

Trench 31
(20S/210E)• Stratum 1 Aspha1 t Parking lot Post 1955
Stratum 2 Black sand with Possibly basement Post 1955brick rubble and fi 11 and demo 1ition

metal debris• stratum 3 Yellowish brown sand Sterfl e subsoil No date

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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TABLE 33. SUMMARY OF DEPOSITS

• Provenience Description Interpretation Date

Trench 5
(60S/160E)• Stratum 1 Black ash, west and Fill 20th Centuryoverlying western most

conc rete wa 11
Stratum 3 Dark brown sand wittl Fill within utility Post 1912• brick, slag, concrete trench with con-

mortar, plaster and crete wall s
i.!!. situ pipes

Stratum 5 Strong brown sand with Fill Probably 20th

• stone and gravel east Centuryof eastern most con-
crete wall

strata 2 and 4 Yell owi sh brown to Sterile subsoil No date1ight yell ow; sh brown below concretesand floor of utility• trench and below
Stratum 1 west of
western most wall,
and Stratum 5, east
of eastern most wall

•

•

•

•

•
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•

East of the eastern most wall t backhoe excavation continued, removing
antoher fill deposit, Stratum 5. This deposit extended to a depth of 1.8
feet below surface before encounteri ng the ster il e yellow; sh brown to 11ght
yellowish brown sandy subsoil. This ended the excavation of Tr-ench 5.

The Phase I study indicated that a basement was present in Lot 27, but
was of an unknown depth and location. The Phase I study did in fact document
the extent of the di sturbance extending to a depth of 2 to 4 feet below
sur-face based on the sof l borings. Trench 5 confirmed the extent of
dtsturbance , to 4 feet, as well as established that no cellar' was pr-esent on
this portion of Lot 27. The fill deposits within the utility trench postdate
1912, the date for' the construction of the Jamaica Theater'. It should be
noted that al though the hi star-teal research documented the Hunter' Hotel as
occupying this section of the block, no evidence of it was recovered fr-om :
Trench 5.

•

•

Trench 26 (60S/270E)

•
French 26 located in the south east corner of the study area (Figure

17e) was cr tented east/west. Excavation of the trench began by r'emoving the
asphalt par'king sur-face , Under-lying the asphalt, Str-atum 1, extremely deep
deposits of br'ick rubble and demol ition debris were uncovered (Table 34).
The backhoe was onl y able to exca vate throuqh the buil di ng debr-is to a depth
of 11.5 ft below surface before encountering several steel 11111 beams running
perpendtcul ar to the trench (Figur'e 57). At this pofnt excavation was
stopped in Trench 26 as the gr'ound surf ace of the trench perimeter began to
slump severely.

Trench 26 located in Lot 27 is most probabty within the deepest part of
the Jamacia Theater', possibly the boiler' room, as the building and demol ition
deb T'f s conti nues much deeper' than 11.5 ft below surrece , The bri c k and
demol ition debris encountered in trencn 26 postdates 1912, the construction
of the Jamaica Theater'.

•

•
Sumnary of Trench Excavations

Stratum 1:

Stratum 2:•
Stratum 3:

stratun 4:•
ereas wi th structures that woul d contain erchaeol oqtcet deposits
that wou1d be di sturbed to a depth gr'eater than thirteen feet;

areas wi th structure that woul d eontai n archeeol oqtce l deposi ts
whieh were probably di sturbed by recent cellar cons truct ton , but
to and unknown depth;
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TABLE 34. SUMMARY OF DEPOSTIS

• Provenience Description Interp reta tion Date

Trench 26
(60S/270E)

• Stratum 1 Asphal t Parking lot Post 1955
Stratum 2 Brick rubble Basement filled Post 1912

with demolition
debris

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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•
Stratum 5: areas with no infonnation on extent of disturbance caused by

past or recent land use.

Strata two through four were incl uded in the sampling scheme under the
as sumpti on that extens i ve 1andf ill i ng had been conducted on the block. and
that deeply encapsulated archaeological remains wauld be present under even
the deepest cellars. That assumption proved to be incorrect.

•

•

Surface levels of modern demolition debris. extending to a depth of up
to four feet. were found over most of the block. Beneath the demolition
debris the excavation encountered either sterile subsoil. layers of middens
or horizontal artifact deposits. features. or cell ars. Resource destruction
was total in the areas that contained cellars, and most of the archaeological
resources encountered were relatively shallow and fragile. The lone
exception was found in the eastern thi rd of the block, and was apparently a
cellar filled during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.
That feature extended to a depth below surface of 11 feet, and was by far the
deepest archaeological resource on the block. It is still possible that the
two well s known to have been present historically on the block have survived
at 1east in part. beneath deep cellar excavations, but no trace of those
features was found during testing.

Despi te the fact that archaeological resources were not di stributed on
the block in the manner anticipated in the testing plan, the testing program
di d yi e1d a comprehens i ve vi ew of the resources that were present. The
entire northern third of the block or more, which generally fell into Stratum
2. was found to have been heavily impacted by the construction of deep
cellars. with what must be regarded as total resource loss. The sole
exception were two backyard spaces to the rear of Lots 17 1/2 and possibly
18, that apparently had been overbuilt with superfici a1 buil di ng extens ions.
Deep cellars were encountered on other portions of the block, but the
overwhelming majority of the minimally disturbed areas were restricted to the
southern hal f to two-thirds of the study tract. The latter area fell within
Stratum 1. That portion of the block had been the last area to be developed
hi storically. al though artifact deposi ts rel ated to the hotel s in the north
section of the block during the nineteenth century were found.

The significant archaeological features and deposits found during the
testing investigations will be sUl1l1larized in the following chapter.
Investi gation of those areas shoul d provide val uab1e archaeological data to
supplement the historical record of the Jamaica section of Queens during the
late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

•

•

•

•

•

•
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v. SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

•

The hi stori cal research conducted under Phase I of thi s project (Rock-
man, et al 1982) indicated that the project site has been utilized from the
seventeenth century to the present time. Study of 1ocati onal data for known
prehistoric sites in the area revealed that no previously recorded prehis-
toric sites were present within the study site, and that no factors were
present that would have made the site desirable for occupation during pre-
history. The primary thrust of the Phase II investigations then became an
attempt to defi ne the hi s tori c occupati ons on the study tract, and to deter-
mine what archaeol ogi cal traces, if any, from those hi star; c occupati ons had
survived.

•

•
The original Phase II proposal was designed to intensively test an area

delineated by soil borings 11-14 and 16-19. Twenty trenches were planned for
the Phase II investigation, with the understanding that any trenches not
needed withi n the defi ned area wauld be expended on other areas of the pro-
ject bl ock detenni ned to be potent; ally archeeo'l oqtca'l ty sensitive from the
Phase I report. It was not the intent of the orf g; nal Phase 11 proposal to
provide comprehensive testing of the entire block, but instead to intensively
test the area designated in the GSAscope of work, and to conduct exploratory
tests in other areas with the remaining trenches. The Phase 11 effort was
expanded by up to twenty additional trenches while the crew was still in" the
field. The purpose of the expanded effort was to provide comprehensive,
intensive testing of the entire block without incurring time delays or the
cost of demobilization and remobiliation. A total of 37 trenches were ulti-
mately excavated, as the fi nal three trenches were found to be redundant and
potentially hannful to the resources present. Thus, the combined Phase II
effort did culminate in an intensive testing effort that yielded sufficient
infonnation to detennine the nature and extent of the archaeological re-
sources present, and to plan a sUbsequent data recovery phase.

•

•

• The strategy employed for the Phase II investigation was designed to
sample two types of land use within the study block. Archaeological investi-
gations conducted in a number of urban settings (cf Garrow 1982, Klein and
Garrow 1982, Henry and Garrow 1982, and Rockman et al., 1983) have indicated
that there was a marked tendency to place features such as priviest wells,
and ci 5terns alon9 the back 1i nes of lots. Further, the back 11nes of lots
appear to be collecting points for trasht and such locations are likely spots
to contain horizontal deposits and middens. Priority was given during the
overall Phase II investigations of this study block to exploring the back lot
lines as they had existed historically on the study tract. Open yards on
lots have also been demonstrated to be likely areas to contain certain types
of archaeological remains. Most research in urban archaeology has indicated
that utilization of open backyards normally results in deposition of less
intense deposits than on rear lot lines, but that such resources as horizon-
tal trash deposi ts and outbuil di ng rui ns coul d be expected to be found in
such areas. Areas that had historically been open backyards were therefore
sampled during the combined Phase 11 investigation.

•

•

•
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•

The Phase I historical research (Rockman et al. 1982) indicated that the
earliest development on the study block was centered along Jamaica Avenue.
Jamaica Avenue was a major road as early as the seventeenth century. Develop-
ment on the block was apparently nonintensive during the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, as the Taylor Map of 1782 depicts just three structures
along Jamaica Avenue in that year. Development intensified during the nine-
teenth century, and a few structures were present on the southern half of the
block by the 18405. The primary structures present in the nineteenth century
were hotels, whose owners capitalized on the strategic location of the block
within the local transportation net. Various types of commercial structures
were present on the block until demolition in the mid-twentieth century.

The Phase II combined investigations clearly indicated that archaeolo-
gical deposits and features on the study block were primarily limited to the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. This may be the result of the relatively
nonintensive use of the block indicated from the historical documents for the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, or a function of the later construction
of continuous structures along Jamaica Avenue with deep basements during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Realistically, the paucity of seven-
teenth and eighteenth century deposits probably relates to a combination of
those factors. The Phase II investigations indicated that basements extend-
ing 8 to 11 feet below the modern ground surface covered at least the north-
ern third of the block on all but Lot 17 1/2 and possibly Lot 18. Less than
half of lots 17 1/2 and 18 were covered by basements, but those lots are
located well to the west of the strategic intersection of Jamaica Avenue and
Parsons Boulevard.

•

•

•

• The lack of seventeenth and eighteenth century remains on the block is
regretable, but the combined Phase II investigation did indicate that a
wealth of nineteenth century archaeological deposits, primarily associated
with the hotels that were present at that t tme , has survived. Five areas
were identified within the study block that contain deposits or features that
are archaeologically significant. Those areas, and the strategies needed for
each area, are delineated in the following paragraphs.
Area 1

•

•
Area 1 includes two of the most important features found during the

Phase II investigations. Excavation of Trench 14 and associated Unit 10
revea1ed what appers to have been a trash pit fi11ed with mid-nfneteenth
century debris. That feature was located near the north wall of the Jamaica
Theater, which definitely postdates the fill of the feature. The artifacts
within the feature were primarily kitchen generated items, but a number of
glass lamp globe fragments were also present. Study of the artifacts indi-
cates that they were probably generated from the Jamaica Hotel, and thus can
provide valuable insights into that important enterprise.•

•
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•

The deepest and earliest feature found during the excavation was identi-
fied in Trench 24, which was located to the north of Trench 14. That feature
was explored through hand excavation of Unit 15, and extended to a maximum
depth below the surface of 11 feet. The artifacts from Unit 15 included some
distinctly eighteenth century types, but primarily dated from the early
nineteenth century. The limits of the feature were not determined during the
Phase II investigations, as it was decided that further trenching during
essenti ally a testing phase wauld cause more resource loss than could be
balanced by the infonnation gain. Study of the artifacts and the Unit 15
profi1es indicates that that feature may well have been a deep ce11ar that
accumulated artifacts during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth cen-
turies. We cannot discount the possibility at this time that Unit 15 pene-
trated some other type of large, deep feature, but the cellar interpretation
appears to be the most plausible based on available information. This fea-
ture did not extend to Trench 25 to the east, and the deposits inTrench 14
to the south definitely postdate the material from Unit 15. At any rate, the
feature encountered in Unit 15 represents the oldest deposit found during the
Phase II investigation, and merits full attention during data recovery.

The most productive strategy that can be employed in Area 1 involves
extensive machine stripping followed by careful hand excavation of the
exposed features. The stripping operation should begin at the north wall of
the Jamaica Theater ruin, and include the alley and Lot 38 to the north. The
stripping area should completely delineate the feature explored in Unit 15,
as well as expose the trash feature in Trench 14. lot 38 should be complete-
ly explored because of the apparent concentration of early resources in thatarea.

•

•

•

• Area 2

•
Area 2 is located 1n the eastern third of the study block, and includes

the site of Hunter's Hotel, which burned in 1860. Thi s 80 by 80 foot area
extends from Trenches 5, 16, and 10 to the west to the "boiler room" of the
Jamaica Theater found in Trench 26 to the east. The single trench placed in
this area, Trench 31, revealed that basements are absent in this area, and
that subsoil is under approximately four feet of modern debris.

The excavation strategy for this area will simply involve machine strip-
ping the modern overburden and checking the sand subsoil below the features.
It should be possible to accomplish this quickly, and excavate whatever re-
mai ns are found to be associated with Hunter 's Hotel. This area was not
stripped during the Phase II investigation as the effort involved was greater
than what can be defined for a testing level investigation. Further, it was
felt that features exposed in this manner during the testing phase would have
become vulnerable to damage from extreme weather or other mechanisms.

•

•

•
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Area 3

The third area is located in Lot 29, and consists of a small backyard
section revealed in Trench 28. Nineteenth century material was found during
the trenching operation in this area, and the potential does exist for the
presence of additional deposits in this small, minimally disturbed area.

•

The excavation strategy that should be used in this area involves expos-
ing the 20 by 20 foot backyard section through machine excavation and inspect-
ing the cleared section for middens and features. Again, it was felt in this
case that machine stripping at the testing level would have caused more dam-
age to the resources present that could be balanced by the potential data
yield, and that that area would best be saved for a data recovery phase.
Area 4

•

•

Area 4 is within the middle section of the study block, and includes the
northern portion of Lot 50 and the alley that separated Lots 50 and 21.
Trenches placed in that area revealed a number of discrete interlocking
middens that contained feature s, The materia1 recovered from that section
dated from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and probably related at
least in part to the J.S. Remsen Pavillion Hotel which was depicted in the
1873 Beers Atlas. The materials within those middens included food waste and
kitchen related artifacts, and can yield valuable insights into food prepara-
tion and service in the hotel industry in the New York area from the mid-nineteenth to early twentieth century.

The excavation strategy that would be most effective in this area would
be to sample the 6000 square foot area believed to contain the deposits
described above. A ten percent sample of this area, if carefully chosen,
would provide sufficient information to constitute adequate data recovery.

•

• Area 5

•

The last area within the study block that contains significant archaeolo-
gical data is the southern portions of Lots 17 1/2 and 18. That area appears
to conta in minimally disturbed backyards ina sectfon of the block that
contained a structure on the 1868 Conklin Map. Trenches 34 and 18 were
placed in this area during the Phase II investigations, and the results of
those trenches indicated that the rear portions of Lot 17 1/2 and probably
Lot 18 had not contained a basement. No early features, horizontal deposits,
or middens were found in those trenches, but the identification of minimally
disturbed ground surfaces in that area was sufficient to support the interpre-tation that the general area is archaeologically sensitive.

•

•
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•
The strategy that shoul d be employed in the case of Area 5 will be to

stri pLots 17 1/2 and 18 in order to f dentify features or middens that are
present. The stri ppi ng operati on shoul d begi n at a poi nt 20 feet north of
the all ey separati ng those lots from Lot 55, and run approximately 60 feet
north to the back wall s of the basements on Lots 17 1/2 and 18. The stri p_
pi ng operati on shoul d extend the width of the two lots, whi ch is approx i _
mately 40 feet. Hand excavation shoul d then be employed on exposed. features
and middens.

• The bas i c strategy that has been outl ined for the fi ve areas shoul d
result in adequate mitigation of adverse effects to be caused by construction
of the proposed Social Security Building. It should be possible to accom-
plish the described fieldwork in no more than three months with a crew of
eight to ten professional archaeologists. Analysis of the data and artifacts
would then follow, and the project would culminate with preparation and
acceptance of a detailed report of findings.

The Phase II I report t to be completed by Soil Systems, Inc. under the
current contract, will include a detailed research design and methodological
approach for conduct; n9 the data recovery project outl i ned in this chapter.
That document will be accompanied by a detailed budget, delineating the anti-
cipated cost of that investigation.

•

•

•

•

•

•
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