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PHASE IB ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF THE
FOREST/RICHMOND SHOPPING PLAZA

STATEN ISLAND. NEW YORK

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this Phase IB Archaeological Survey is to document the
presence or absence of potential prehistoric and/or historic archaeolo-
gical resources within the Forest/Richmond Project Area in Staten Is-
land. Richmond County. New York. through the use of physical testing
techniques.

The Forest/Richmond project area is located in northwestern Staten
Island and consists of Lot 1 on Block 1479. This project area is
bounded by Forest ~enue to the north. Richmond Avenue to the west. in
part by Vedder Avenue to the south and to the east by the service road
to the Willowbrook Expressway. See Figure 1 for the location of the
project parcel. The Phase 1A report on this development (Roberts and
Farkas 1986) concluded that approximately five percent of this parcel
could possibly preserve evidence of both the prehistoric and historic
periods. A Phase 1B survey consisting of shovel tests was recommended
for this northern portion of the project area. which was the only por-
tion that remained potentially undisturbed.

FIELD TESTING

The Phase lB testing of the Forest/Richmond project area took place on
22 December 1988. This 7.8 acre project area was investigated by exca-
vating shovel tests equivalent to a 100 foot interval grid pattern.
This testing strategy was proposed by the Principal Investigator and
agreed to by the staff of the Landmarks Preservation Commission prior to
the beginning ·of fieldwork. It was also agreed that the shovel test
locations could be moved from the grid intersections and relocated to
avoid obstacles. A maximum of twelve shovel tests were planned, forming
a grid that covered all of the project area which has not been previous-
ly impacted (Roberts and Farkas 1986:11). During the Stage lB testing
of the Forest/Richmond project area a total of eleven shovel tests were
completed. The western portion of the project area. immediately south
of the large out-parcel. was found to be severely disturped. Considera-
ble evidence of earth-moving activities included the cutting of the
original surface and the dumping of debris and fill in this location.
which eliminated the final possible shovel test location. The remaining
eleven locations were tested by excavating shovel tests within approxi-
mately ten feet of the grid locations. See Figure 2 for the location of
the shovel tests.
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The methodology employed for the shovel testing was rather straig6t-
forward. Roughly square tests approximately 1.5 feet on a side were
excavated to a depth of 2.0 to 3.0 feet. until the subsoil was exposed
or until the test was impeded by excessive ground water or other obsta-
cles. All soils from the shovel tests were screened through 1/4 inch
mesh for the recovery of artifacts. See Plate 2 for an illustration of
the shovel testing in progress. Soils were excavated and recorded by
natural stratigraphic deposits. For all of the shovel tests. the strata
encountered were measured. described and recorded utilizing the Context
System. See Appendix 3 for a description of this system. and Appendix 2
for the original survey record form.

STRATIGRAPHIC SUMMARY

The stratigraphy encountered and recorded during the subsurface testing
of the Forest/Richmond project area can be summarized as follows. Al-
though the entire area tested was obviously disturbed. some evaluation
of the stratigraphy can be made. However it should first be noted that
ten out of eleven tests were stopped due to obstruction; five by con-
crete or building debris. four by profuse and large rocks. and one by
standing water. Of the eleven tests. all but one contained two or three
layers. The seven test holes with two layers had an average depth of
1.04 feet. The average depth of the three tests with three layers was
1.87 feet.

The stratigraphy can be summarized into three main types. The most
common is found in four of the eleven shovel tests (S.T.'s 2. 4. 5. and
6). The top layer consists of a very dark brown (lOYR2/2) silt. Some-
times with clay inclusions. The second layer generally has mottled
soils. The main component is a medium or strong brown color (10YR4/3.
7.5YRS/8. 7.5YR4/6. or 7.5YR4/4). It may sometimes contain a yellowish
element (10YR4/4). The description is of both sand and silt components
which may contain clay inclusions. When a third layer exists. it is a
yellowish brown (10YR4/4 or lOYR5/6) sandy soil.

The second type of stratigraphy is contained in three shovel tests
(S.T.'s 1. 3. and 8). The top layer is generally dark yellowish brown
(10YR3/4 or 10YR4/4) silt with clay. The second and bottom layer is
generally a strong brown or dark yellowish brown (7.5YR4/6. 7.5YRS/8.
10YR4/6. or lOYR4/2) silt or dark yellowish brown (7.5YR4/6. 7.5YR5/8.
lOYR4/6. or 10YR4/2) silt and clay mixture with many rocks. The final
type of stratigraphy is encountered in two of the tests (S.T.ls 7 and
10). The top layer is a medium to dark brown (lOYR3/3 or lOYR4/3) sand
or silt with pebbles. The second layer has a medium brown (lOYR4/3)
component. The bottom layer is sandy and both tests were stopped due to
excessive rocks.
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While the stratigraphy has been summarized into groups or types. it
should be noted that none of these is confined solely to a particular
section of the project area. The most that can be said about the
geographic distribution if the stratigraphic types is that the most
common type is found in the northern part of the tested area only.
Nevertheless the other types may also be found in this section. How-
ever. this is probably an irrelevant observation since all of the tested
area was recently disturbed. Evidence of this disturbance was seen in
the rather unnatural topography consisting of flat expanses and piles of
debris.

ARTIFACT PROCESSING. ANALYSIS AND INVENTORY

Subsequent to all fieldwork. all recovered materials were washed.
marked. stabilized. and catalogued in the Greenhouse laboratory. The
majority of artifacts were washed in room temperature tap water with
added ORVUS paste (modified sodium lauryl sulfate). which is a non-ionic
detergent. Harsh detergents leave an alkali residue if not completely
rinsed away. which will chemically attack certain artifacts (the over-
glazed decoration on porcelain. for instance). ORVUS is a mild and
free-rinsing surface active agent with a low pH of 6.3. Metal artifacts
were systematically dewatered by submersion in acetone immediately after
rinsing. Other cleaning techniques were performed when necessary by the
Laboratory Director. The drying procedure was dependent upon the condi-
tion and material class of the artifact. The standard procedure em-
ployed was slow air drying on screens in the laboratory processing area.

All recovered materials were then catalogued according to the National
Park Service Cultural Material Data Base taxonomy for artifacts (see
Appendix I). All historic artifacts such as glass and ceramics were
dated based on the stylistic and technical criteria according to the TPQ
(terminus post quem. or the beginning date of manufacture). The TPQ
provided a time frame for establishing the initial date after which the
deposit had to have been laid down. During tabulation. the National
Park Service code system was also employed to the group. class and
material level.

Subsequent to cataloging.
on the micro-computer data
with totals and dates for
stratigraphic association.
and appears as Appendix 1.
on IBM compatible hardware

all artifacts were then computer inventoried
base system. which provided sorted catalogues
each excavated group of artifacts by units of

The final inventory is reproduced on paper
and is also stored as an ASCII file readable

and other software programs.

Artifact Analysis Results: From a total of 195 recovered artifacts,
nearly one-fourth or 58 items indicate some type of construction or
architectural demolition activities. Window glass. brick. cement. and

3



plaster are well represented in this group (Plate 3).
eleven contexts with their decimal subdivisions.

They come from

The next well represented group is glass containers. which most probably
are various types of bottles. From this group. 31 bottle fragments are
green or amber in color and some have molded inscriptions on them.
These green or amber fragments are most probably modern beer bottles.
These and other colors are produced in glass by the addition of metal
oxides. The inclusion of color is functional or decorative. Heavily
colored glass can protect the stored liquid.

One molded body fragment of colorless bottle contains relief inscrip-
tions of fI ••• ANZ ••• fI on the outer rim of a circle. "•••T Wadswor •••" in
the center and "5.1." at the bottom (Plate 4). There are no mold seams
to identify the type of mold used and there are no seams around the
inscription to tell us whether lettered plate molds were used. There-
fore we can only attribute a late nineteenth century date to this piece.
Only with more indepth research. we may be able to identify the complete
inscription and pinpoint the place and date of manufacture. This type
of lettering was used on beverage and medicine bottles as well as other
types as advertisement for the manufacturers.

Another fragment has on the outside the high relief horizontal elongated
oval patterns that are associated with early soda bottles. thus making
the fragment late nineteenth century in origin (Plate 5).
Two well preserved and large fragments show evidence of "ghost" seams on
the body. This is the best proof of machine-molded bottles. It is
important to note that semi-automatic machines were patented in the
United States by 1881. Therefore our fragment can also be given a date
during the late nineteenth century.

Household ceramic fragments are not well represented in this collection.
The two whitewares (TPQ 1820 Bnd 1830) and porcelain pieces are too
small for any proper size identification. However the stoneware cup
which has the remains of a base. handle and stamped inscription (Plate
6) is more useful. Attribution of the inscription to a specific manu-
facturing site and date may be possible through additional research.
although it should be noted that Stoneware has been available here since
the seventeenth century. At present only a date of nineteenth century
can be given to these pieces.

In general. the artifacts were quite fragmentary and no distribution
patterns could be defined. These finds most likely represent a scatter
of historic debris associated with former nineteenth and twentieth
century buildings located along or near Forest kvenue.
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RESULTS

Despite the presence of approximately seven documented prehistoric sites
within a two mile radius of the project area (Robert and Farkas 1986:2).
the Phase 1B fieldwork failed to identify the presence of any signifi-
cant prehistoric remains within the Forest/Richmond parcel. As ex-
plained above. no possible prehistoric artifacts were recovered and no
habitation remains or any other prehistoric cultural features were
encountered.

A total of 195 historic artifacts were recovered from the Phase IB
testing of the Forest/Richmond parcel. These were associated with the
first. second and third layers of soil recorded in the shovel tests. No
obvious horizontal or vertical patterns could be discerned in the dis-
tribution of these artifacts. Although the documentary evidence con-
firmed the presence of nineteenth century residences along Forest Avenue
and what is now the service road of the Willowbrook expressway. the
artifacts recovered were not concentrated at these locations indicating
that this soil was probably redeposited. These artifacts have been
identified primarily as construction/destruction debris and beverage
containers. The former category are almost certainly associated with
the now demolished structures that once stood within the northern end of
the project area along both the eastern and western boundaries
(ibid.:Figure 7). The latter category are probably the result of recent
disposal of refuse in this vacant land surrounding the shops in the
outparcel to the northwest. The fieldwork provided evidence that even
the northern portion of the project area that was though to be relative-
ly undisturbed has been subjected to earth moving operations that have
either removed or redeposited the original surfaces.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This final report documents the procedures and results of the Phase IB
testing of the Forest/Richmond Shopping Plaza Project. Staten Island.
New York. Based on this objective ground testing. it can now be con-
cluded that no potentially significant prehistoric or historic archaeo-
logical resources are present within the boundaries of the Forest/Rich-
mond project area. We can now confidently state that additional testing
is not necessary and no Phase II or Phase III work is recommended.
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Plate 2 View facing west of
shovel testing in progress.

Plate I View of north western section of project area.



Plate 3 ex 2.01 Cement.

Plate 4 ex 9.02 Glass bottle with molded inscriptions.



Plate 5 ex 5.01 Molded glass bottle.

Plate 6 ex 3.01 Stoneware eup with handle.
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1)1 tlTOfF.lf CRQJP
01 Uillfttoll
02 Cont.lrwn
03 T.bl~ ...r.
()4 tltd,.n".re

01 8011E ClIOIlP
01 HoI_H.
02 Arell
03 '~pl I II"
04 A.plllbl.
0' Pille.,

I)J ARCllITF:CTVU L ClKlII'F
01 Window CI"."
02 ~"II"
OJ SpOn
()4 Doar I Vtndo.. llard_,.
0' . Othe, 5trill: Iar.l I'-,d ... ,.
06 Con"tractlon Kal.,lal.

04 FUIlIItTtlJE CJOIJP
01 lIud_r.
02 .-tul.h
OJ Iishtins ~wle.
06 Decor.tl •• YurnIBhln ••

0' A1"5 CIlOl.IP
01 ho~tn ••
02 Carl r Idl\. Ca ...
0] Ar... Acc~"lIarl.1
04 C\JftPut"

06 amntl'C CIOUP
01 Applnl
OZ Or...-ntlUo-.
OJ ,,-klnl Ind ,.,.Ir
()4 F...t .... rll

07 rtlSOMAL CllOUP
01 Coin.
02 Iel:1
0] Vrltlat P"r"ph.r~ll.
()4 C,oo-I"I .nd R'll.~ .
0' P.nond Or-..t"UOft
06 Other P.rlMl",,1 It_

(l8 1A000IIf roua:u PIP! CKM'
01 rlolln Pipe Cl •••

"W'" - -- - it ..

APPENDIX 1
CIlOUPS AIID cu.SSFS

09 ACTI'IITYFS (:IIOUP
01 Co""l,uctlon Tool.
02 F'",. TooI:l
0) L.IJlur. Actl.ltl."
04 F'IJlhlnlCr".
0' "Oft~"olln PIp.

• OG s.oktnJ Ace.:lllori••
07 rourr, C1"""
011 SIO"'I\~ II .....
~ F.t~~rllun"l 7~lo.lcsl
10 St"ble lI"d ft8rn
II HlltCl'lhn.-oul N.rd" ...
12 S~lmll~.d Actlwltles
13 "1IItar,ObJ.c,.
14 Rnu ••k•• pln,
I~ Public ~.r.te.:I
16 F.t~nnbntlnlcnl

tNOlCANIC MATERtALS

crul'Ite
001 .Irth.n ....
OD' Ironlltone/lr.nlt./w~lt.".r.
001 porcel.l"
001 .ton .....'.
1)4 undlrre,.ntltted c., •• le

cruiaos YC
II~ 1Ilortr
Ire burl.p
12'\ ch..rc"" I
OQ2 cork
01\7 cotton
III flbe,bOfO,d'_.onUe
0A5 h.. p
011 pipe.
006 ...,.,d
111 cellula •• lI~ed./ ••• A Coorrln"

CLA!
047 d.,
062 bolin
079 rd elm,

CO!ImUtTlON
069 brtck
071 c_nt
070 •• ur
on pl.st'r

OJIImlaIQIII
0'11 nphlllt
12~ fonlca
lOt Unol ....
102 til. p.~r

10 PI011 S'ro4t IC CIIOOI'
01 W •• ponD
02 Doooo:"Ue
03 Stone Work Ins
0' Wood Worktn,
0' Utilin. Tool.
06 Other F.brie.ttn, ar

Proc.:I:llnl Tool.
01 Ot~.r C....rll Utillt,

Tools
01 Cer~I.1 I Orn.wnt,,1
"09 "hc.U"neou ~rtlhet8

CI,.tSS
078 .1 ...
013 .1••••• llk
III .I.S .nd cltnk.r

VAl
076 ...

GU'I/I~I"
010 rubber. ,I.stle
009 rubbllr. h.rdm,,~

on d .. ln..
035 chr_
016 cup,ou ... tIl
Ola f.rroul .110'
OZI IOU
O:M I ....
096 .. reur,
019 .th"
on "HI
OO~ th
1)6 8ndlff.r ...tl.t." .. t.t

PrnOJitMCALS
07] urtlotl
m~ COllI
0108 .r.phite
116 ...

911 UIlSm::tFTF.D GI(XJP

P'RO'T"P.Ilt
118 chttltl C.rthrap04, ,.o"~rlrtnn)
106 r.lt
121 nuh
016 heir
117 •• r.tln (horna/fln •• rn.ll/cll.')on luther
101 dlk
090 llpon". n.tuf.l
105 _l

OOHBtltATION "~TERrALS
017 bone
112 hor,
067 pHrl
089 .hell

S'l1I'TlImC /UTa ULS
IOl c,lIulol~
088 n,lon o.
00lI pintle
077 Da.p
091 llponl'. slnt~'t Ic
ll)lo .,nth" Ie

sn:n
129 .,.tl
015 .. buto.
Il) chelk
052 cfMrt
0'6 ......1
lO9 J.t
038 U.-non.
()41 _rbi,
049 .Ie.
058 o"ldl."
on actin
068 prIClou" .ton.
on q...rtll:
O~ qulttztte
"ijj9 .. ndlltone
044 .tI.l,
040 'leU
060 .tntl',
(4) Dchllt
126 undlrr,rentl.t,d .tone
042 ,rult. n:mL!

151 un~t'f."nttltPd t•• tll.

Table 1: CotHnR r.hnrt wi Lh Croup. Clnq'l'I nnel r·TnLcrtnl
Common List (National Park Service Materia 1
Culture Data Base).



01 DTCIIDI
OJ D.l.sbes
III Containers
03 Tablevare
010 11 tch~n....re

D2 1m'E CROUP
OJ ",,-lia
III Ares
03 leptilia
Ol impbibia
05 P.:I.ac.

03 8ClI1IC'nIRAL CROUP
01 Vindov Gla ••
m: 1811&m SpUtu
Ol Door & ~indov Hardware
05 Other Stnoctllral II/lrdwue
CI6 ConstructiOb Materials

04 JURDnlJlt CROOFm Banlvare
m Naterial.
m L1lhtiDa de"1ce
(Ii Decorati..e"FuraisbiDls

OS mIS CJlOIJP
m Projectiles
III CartTidae Casem .an. Accessori..
(Ii Qm Paru

CI6 ODJ1IIMG CROIlP
OJ .ppard
III Oru.ntaUonm !lekinl& Rep.a1r
Ol . Fasteners

07 l'DSlriAL CROUP
m Coins
m Ie,s
m lYitiDa faraphernalia
011 Gr~Da & HYGiene
05 ~rsonal Or~ntation
06 Ol.herPersonal hems

OS DOlI,; PIJ'IGROUP
01 hoHn pi~ Class

GROUPS A~ll CUSSI:S

Sl.'li'l.I: ARTIFACJ'S
Historic fralments, plate, 'cup, aalt cellar
Bottle alass fra&meota
[aliDa ULe05ils
Cookina Utensils, pot, kettle

- ....

GROUPS A~1lCLASSES (conl'd)

D9 ACTI\'mES CROUJ'
01 Construction Tools
02 Farm Tools
03 Leisure Activities
011 rishiDa Gear
OS ~oDkaoliD Pipe
06 SmokJAa Accessories
07 Pottery Class
08 Storage Item
09 Ethnofaunal Zooloaical
10 Stable and lien
J] M1acellaD~us Hardvare
12 SpeCialized ActiY1tiea
13 Hil1tarJ' Objecu
14 HouaekecpinB
15 Public Service.
16 Ethnobotanica.1

t'.amal !ones
Bird Bones
Reptile Bones
Al:pM bien Bones
flllh!lone.

Io:indowJlIUIe slan
Copper lUIila,iron lUl11s
P.aUroad spike.
Zloorbob, door billie
J'1pe, fireplace tila
IIridt.aortar. _tal roofinS

10 PREmSTORIC CROUP
01 Veapou
02 n-estic
03 Steme \lorkinS
04 \loot!WorldnS
05 DiaginS Tools
06 Other Fabric.aUns or

Fracessioa Tools
07 Other General Utility

Toola
08 Ceremonial and 0nl8lllenul
09 HisctllaD~uS Artifacta

Bandle, draver pull. latch
Stel~eparu, chah part, bed h ....
Candlestld, lamp .... e
nover pot, clCKk paru, ..ase

Shot, bulleta
Cartridge
CUD f11at., bollet ~lds. powder horn
Pistal 1lerrel,niJIt lodt as_blJ'

Rat, coat. SCAryea. alo..e. 5hoe
Beada, sequia, hatpiJI,featber
1lUmble, straiaht pin, Itreisht Icilsors
llutton5,sups, buckle5, cuff links

Silver coi.s, Copper cains
Door lodt keys, padlock keys
Quill, fountain pen nib. araphite pencil
Hair brush, n~or, drror, twezera
Je~elry, ribbon. ornamental comb
Potket ~~tch, key chain, pocket knife

Iaolio pipe fra~nts

Table 2: Coded Examples from the National Park
Service Material Culture Data Base

Axe head. drill bit. saw. paint brush
Hor. rake. plow blade

· Marbles, jew's harp, doll parts
Fish hooks. sinkers, crab trap
Corncob pipe
Snuff tin, tobacco tin, pipe cleaner
(Indian) water jar. effiSY pot
Crock, barrel staves, sacks
Oyster abells. crab .hella
Stirrup. horse llhoe. rein. harness belt
Rope, boltl, Dutl. washers, chain
Button blanks, Iletellursic debris. "gBars
1nsisnia. bayoneta
Broom. COllt banger. vallhboatcl
~r pipe, water pipe

Projectile point. aUetl hook
·Ves.el. mortar. pestle

IIamllIerstotle.baton, flake, core
Celt, ItOOved axe
Hoe

· Drill. chisel. needle
loife. prismatic blade. chopper
Sheet, Sor8et, bead
FwcUon IUllmOVD
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APPENDIX 1-

no: IT'DiS t.1STtD B£LOW ""Y BE AKBICUOUS OR H.UD 1'0 PUCE IN a TAlONCfl.IC caTt.GOU, IUT
AS , Q)ljvDlTION, roll INVDITOIlY PUlPOSES, VIU. It Q)OED AS roU,.OWS:

Unldant Wood F~•••
Coa.l~~ction Wood, Wooden
h.s, Wood Plank.
Tort I', Branchu
Burnad Wood (f.rt161)

ChArcoel , ell e.. ll fr•• '
of coephtlly burnt wood

Co.!
Sla •• burned [oal, .~tr~fled
.. t.lwork~nl or .. nuf'ltu~ln.
by-products

P.nUln
Delfl fl~aplace tl1al,
vell .klttlOI, atc.
Parcelaln ....hrooe tilal;
alllar bethraoe rurnltur.
(tub, toilat, •• c)

Ch...b .. Pot

flo .... Pill

r.. th
FUll I,al ..
Coral
E... h.ll
S.adl, Sa.d Co••rinl
Sthist (construction)
Schiet (..nldent)

hd Irick
Yellow Ir1t:k
\.1nol....
lIet&! Kerdware

'p~ob&bll construction)
Furnltur. Kerd ..6r.
Kilc. herd ...re (other
.nd un~d.ntJ, .tr."s, ca~
parts
t.-.ther Shar P.r'a
Unldent t.Galhrr screpl
~.th.r Pef~on.l It•••

98 00 006

03 06 006
09 16 00b
Cod •• e vood (.I>ow.) and ,"t "bu~nt ..ood" in tha
c~ente ••ctlon.

Cod ••• ch.rcoal

'ilB 00 O9S

'ilB 00 III

03 06 003

010 04 ooJ

03 OS 001

().l, .02 ( )

o.r. 04 003

01 ( ) 132
09 0'iI 118
98 00 119
09 09 119
0'iI 16 121

03 06 0103
911 00 0103

OJ 06 169
03 06 US
03 06 101

OJ 06 ( )

04 01 ( )

09 II ( )

06 01 OIS
98 00 015
01 I ) OIS

Table 3: National Park Service
HCIt e r iu I ell l t ur e Dat a Base Codes for Ambiguous I terns



Page No. Greenhouse Consultants Inc.

Inventory for Forest/Richmond Avenues
----------------------~---~--~-------

Context Gp Cl Mat Identity count Weight Comment Reference tpq reel
------- -- -- --- ----~~~. ------ --+-- ...... --_ ........ - ..

1.01 01 02 078 GLASS CONTAIN[R 1 0.00 GREEN 1
1.020306 069 8RICK 1 0.00 64
1 .02 09 12 028 MEl i\l HANGER 1 0.00 69
I .02 98 no OB? SHELL I 0.90 70
1.02 98 00 128 CHARCOAL 2 0.20 71
I .02 01 02 078 GLASS CONTAINER 3 0.00 72
1.02 98 00 126 ROCX 2 0.00 73
1.02 03 06 069 BRICK 2 0.00 74
1.02 03 06 070 MORTAR 2 0.00 75
2.01 03 02 028 NAIL I 0.00 VERY CORRODED 20
2.01 0306 102 IAR PAPER 2 0.00 21
2.01 0306072 PLASTER I 0.00 22
2.01 01 02 078 GLASS CONTAINER 2 0.00 AMBER 23
2.01 01 02 078 ~.A5S CONTAINER I 0.00 24
2.01 0301 078 WINDOW GLASS I 0.00 25
2.01 03 06 131 TYPE OF BOARD 1 7.90 SHINGLE? 26
2.01 03 06 069 BRICK I 0.00 27
2.01 01 02 078 GLASS CONTAINER 2 a .00 GREEN 28
2.01 03 06 071 CEMENT 3 0.00 112
2.02 01 02 001 PORCELAIN I 0.00 62
2.02 9B 00 126 ROCK I 0.00 63
3.01 01 02 078 GLASS CONTAINER 2 0.00 AHBER 39
3.01 01 02 078 GLASS CONIAINER 6 0.00 40
3.01 04 04 003 FLOWERPOT 3 0.00 41
3.01 01 02 07B GLASS BOlILE I 0.00 AMBER MOLDED BASE' .•ON'l LITTER' 42
3.01 01 02 078 GLASS CONTATNER 1 0.00 GREEN 43
3.01 03 01 07B WINDOW GLASS I 0.00 H
3.01 98 00 095 COAL I 0.30 45
3.01 01 02 002 STONEWARE 3 0.00 CUI' BASE HANDLE MENDS BROWN SLIP 109
4.01 01 02 078 GLASS CONTAINER 20 0.00 83
4.01 01 02 078 GLASS CONTAINER I 0.00 RIBBED HOLOED 84
4.01 0 I 02 078 GLASS CONIA INER 5 0.00 AMBER 85
4.01 01 02 078 GLASS CONTAINER I 0.00 8ASE HOLOED 86
4.01 09 12 102 TAR PAPER I 0.00 87
4.01 03 01 078 WINDOW GLASS I 0.00 88
•.01 09 11 OOB PLASII( I 0.00 89
4.01 9B 00 OB9 SHELL I 0.10 90
4.01 98 00 126 ROCK I 0.00 91
4.02 9B 00 126 ROCK I 0.00 B
4.0209 II 028 MISCELLANEOUS HARDWARE I 0.00 9
4.03 01 02 078 GLASS CONTAINER I 0.00 53
5.01 98 00 040 SLATE I 0.00 29
5.01 04 04 003 FlDWERPDl I 0.00 30
5.0\ 98 00 089 SHELL 2 3.90 31
5.01 98 00 116 TAR I 0.00 32
5.01 03 01 078 WINDOW GLASS 2 0.00 33
5.01 01 02 078 GLASS BOTTLE 2 0.00 AMBER HDLOED '...HAU .... 34
5.01 01 02 078 GLASS CONTAINER 2 0.00 GREEN 35
5.01 01 02 004 WHII[WAR[ I 0.00 RIM TRANSFER PRINT 60LO PRICE 1979 IB30 82
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Conte.t up C] Mat Identitr Count Weight Comment Reference tpq reef
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5.01 98 00 040 SLATE 1 0.00 99
5.01 ?8 00 089 SHELL I 0.80 100
5.01 O~ 04 003 FLOWERPOT 1 0.00 101
5.01 03 01 078 WINDOW GLASS? I 0.00 OR COUNTER TOP GLASS 102
5.01 09 11 028 MISCELLANEOUS HARDWARE I 0.00 103
S.BI 03 01 078 WINDOW GLASS 2 0.00 1O~
5.01 01 02 078 GLASS CONTAINER 2 0.00 GREEN 105
5.01 03 06 069 BRtCK 1 0.00 lOb
5.01 01 02 07B GLASS COHTA1NER 7 0.00 AMBER 107
5.01 03 03 028 SPIKE I 0.00 lOa
5.01 01 02 078 GLASS BOTTLE I 0.00 HOLDED 111
5.02 03 01 078 WINDOW GLASS 2 0.00 76
5.02 03 06 070 MORT~R 1 0.00 77
5.02 01 02 078 GLASS CONTAINER 2 0.00 GREEN 78
5.02 01 02 OO~ WIlITEJ.lARE I 0.00 SOUTH 1972, NOEL HUHE 1976 1820 79
5.029800 lib TAR 3 0.00 BO
5.02 03 06 131 TYPE OF BOARD 1 UO 81
6.01 03 06 070 MDRlAR I 0.00 16
6.01 01 02 078 GLASS BOITLE 2 0.00 MOLDED 17
6.01 98 00 126 FCR? I 0.00 18
6.01 98 00 095 COAL 3 7.70 19
6.02 98 00 095 COAL 2 UO 92
6.02 03 06 072 PLASTER 1 0.00 93
6.02 01 02078 GLASS CONIAINER I 0.00 9~
6.02 98 00 015 BURNT LEATHER? I 0.00 95
6.02 03 06 070 8URNI MORTAR 3 0.00 96
6.02 03 06 070 KOR1~H I 0.00 97
6.02 03 06 069 BRICK 2 0.00 98
7.01 03 06 072 PLASTER 2 0.00 65
7.01 01 01 003 BUFF EW 2 0.00 BROWN SAIl GLAZE ON 80TH SIDES 66
7.01 03 06070 MORTAR 2 0.00 67
7.01 9800 112 SLAG I 0.00 68
7.0203 06069 BRICK I 0.00 7
8.01 09 16 121 SEED COVERING I 0.40 10
8.01 98 00 128 CHARCOAL? I 1..0 II
8.01 03 06 070 BURNI KORIAR? I 0.00 12
9.01 03 06069 BRICK 2 0.00 2
9.02 09 11 028 KETAL ROO I 0.00 36
9.02 03 06069 8RICK 4 0.00 5~

f

9.02 03 01 078 WINDOW GLASS 2 0.00 55
9.02 9B 00 095 COAL I no ~6
9.0201 02 DOS TIN 1 0.00 FLIP lOP TAB 57

t. 9.02 98 00 089 SHELL 1 17.40 58
9.02 01 02 078 GLASS CONTAINER 2 0.00 GREEN 59, 9.02 01 02 078 GLASS CONTAINER 2 0.00 60
9.0209 II 008 PLASTIC I 0.00 61
9.02 01 02 078 GLASS BOTTLE 1 0.00 'ANZL' 'lWADSWOR' '5.1' 110

10.01 98 00 006 8URNT WOOO 2 3.30 3
10.01 03 06 070 KORTAR I 0.00 ~
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10.01 98 00 12b RnCK 2 0.00 5
10.0109 12 003 EW PIPE? 1 0.00 6
10.02 03 06 001 TILE 2 0.00 '6
10.02 03 02 028 NAIL 1 0.00 WIRE SICKEL 1972 1830 H
10.02 03 06 069 BRIC~ 2 0.00 ~8
10.02 03 06 01' PAINT 1 0.00 '9
10.02 03 02 028 NAIL 1 0.00 CORRODED 5f1
10.02 98 flO006 WOOD 1 4040 51
10.02 98 00 OB9 SHELL I 5.0n 52
10.03 98 00 089 SlIEl.1. I 0.\0 13
10.03 03 06 069 BRICK 2 0.00 14
10.03 03 01 078 WINDOW GLASS 2 0,00 IS
11.01 98 00 116 TAR I 0.00 37
11.01 03 06 069 8RICK I 0.00 38

~H Iota I IH
195 bUD
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SURVEY RECORD SHEET : Posdloles. AUIU "ales, ShoYeI tesa

'ROlECT : F/?- COORDINATES: ~o'j ~ 2S'W f NECCYM."'"
SITE : SU'ERVI5O"R : EXCAVATOR: SCREENED? DATE : TESTTY'E

ANONO. :

W~ L.S II II l1zz/~r .$.T."/'<f " J
STAAT1GRNHY. :

'-AVER DEPTH- DiSCRlmON COLOR ~ULT.MAT. NOTES

e'-n SUP W; R.. fr /0"Il: V-f ~.IJ, nuh', (",~"'I
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SURVEY RECORD SHEET: POSUloles, Aupr holes, Sho"l tesa

'ROlECT : COORDINATES.: /0." .s.. t" $.7: J

SITE :

LS

SUPERVISOR: EXCAVAtoR: SCIl£ENED 1 DAn: : TEST TYPE
ANONO. :

S.T. Z.
STRAT1GRAl'ffY. ;

LAVER

I

DEPTH- COLOR pJI.T. MAT. NOTES

1

J

..
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,
7

s
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NOI_k

'Ian 'holos
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SURVEY RECORD SHEET: Postholes. AUIIU hollIS. ShO\lBl testS SURVEY RECORD SHiET : l"ostholcs, AU~l!r holes. 5hoYttl tellS

PROJECT : f / R.. COORDINATES : /U1) If-4 ./s.r: z,
SITE : SUPERVISOR: EXCAVA.TOR : SCREENED l DATE : TUTTYPE

wR W
AND NO. ;

)/., .. ....,.../7. '~ S.T:3
STltA nGRAPIlY. :

LAYER DEPTIt • DESCRlmON COLOR 5=ULT.MAT. NOTES

1 ti- S 5~ ~
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Seakln Nalob""k

PKOIEer : rIft COORD INATES : ;J.5 I 'N :iI. 51. \.
SITE : SUPERVlSO'R : EXCAVATOR: $CRaNED 1 DATE : TEST TYPE

WR.. [..S l>ll1f¥ ANDNO. :
~.'f.- S.'/. ~

STRAnGRAPHY, :

l.AYER DEl'TM • DESCRIPTION COLOR ~ULT.MAT. NOTES

T I 0- ,,," ~~ IO)'f( 2.!oz.. s-
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SURVEY RECORD SHtOET : Postholes. Auger holes, Shovelresrs

eo

: PR.OJECT :

SURVEY RECORD SHEET: Postholes, Auser holes, Shovel tesu

FIR.
SCRUNED 1

11(· "
DATE:' 'I TEST TYPE

/zfwf~ :;;~~:

COOR.DINATES : 20<1' W 4 5/ -,

~-

PROJECT : FIR COORDINA rES : 100' .;r-J( .r -SoT
SITE : SUPERVISOR: EXCAVATOR: SCR£ENED 1 DATE : TEST TYPE

ANONO, :
WR fPS I L.~ ,.y..- u.,'I.'H S.T: ~

STUnGR»HY. : -
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I
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..
s

DESCRIPTION

,
7

I
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SURVEY RECORD SHEET: Postholes, Auger holes, Shovel tesb SURVEY RECORD SHEET: PllStholes, Auger holes, Shovel tesb

PROJECT : r:/ R COORDINATES : /l'}r)' e:. .,1" s. 7: 6
SITE : SUPEItVISOfl. : EXCAVATOR: SCREENED? DATE : TEST TYPE

X"
ANDND. :W~ LSI r;~ Lu-'/Z'J6 cS.T: "7

STRATIGRAPHY. :
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SURVEY RECORD SHEET : Postholes, Auger floles. Sflovel tab

PROJECT : r- / R.. COORDINATe: ~I .I.! i_J,120 'E.•rK'~~
SITE : SUPERVISOR: EXCAVATOR: SCRE£NED' DAn: TEST TYPE

;4 '. ANDNO. :
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STRAnGRAPHY. :
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SURVEY RECORD SHiEr: Postholes, Auger holcs, Shovel tcsu
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THE CONTEXT SYSTEM



APPENDIX 3
THE CONTEXT SYSTEM

Complex strata were a possibility within the project area, so a field
recording system that could encompass this situation as well as the
large number of finds expected, was required. Another requirement of
the system was that it be compatible with computerized data management.
It was with these requirements in mind that the field recording system
used in this project was selected.

The stratigraphic recording system used at the site was derived from
recent developments in British archaeological field methodology. In
this system, the term Context is used to represent the minimal unit of
stratification. On this project, this was the smallest observable
natural stratigraphic deposit within a grid unit. A unique 3-digit
Context number was used to identify each Context observed and described
in the field. Contexts representing parts or all of strata are treated
in exactly the same manner as those representing parts of all of the
features. Each Context is given its own identifying Context number when
initially described. It can then be interpreted as a feature or part of
a stratum at any stage during the excavation or post-excavation
stratigraphic analysis. In the Case of deposits with a series of lenses
or layers within a feature, decimal subdivisions of the Context number
were employed (i.e. 397.02), to stress the relationship of these
deposits as part of the same feature. This system can easily be used on
a site where excavation by arbitrary stratigraphic units has been deemed
necessary. The context was also used on this project to record the
location of surface finds, both in relatively large areas and
individually located artifacts.

The primary record of each Context is the Context or Survey Recording
Sheet. Most of these forms should be self-explanatory. All the various
slots and boxes were filled in immediately with the appropriate
information by the excavator. Particular attention was paid to the
accurate recording of the soil texture and inclusions, the Munsell color
reading, and the various stratigraphic inter-relationships.

I
I

There are a number of advantages in the Context recording system. The
use of only one number register to identify all varieties of soil
deposits eliminates the premature interpretation of deposits that was
necessary with many other recording systems. It is often difficult. if
not impossible, to classify soil deposits when they are initially
uncovered. Using the Context system, deposits are simply assigned
Context numbers and excavated. They can be interpreted or re-
interpreted at any time during or after their excavation without any
need to change their identifying Context number. This leads directly to
the Context system's second advantage. There is no possibility of
confusing numbers issued from one register with these from any others if
there is only one number register used to record and identify soil
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deposits. Another advantage is derived from using this single
identifying number not only for the soil deposits and its de9cription •
but also for all the artifacts from the deposit during all stages of
their processing. 808lymis and cur8tion. One further advantage is the
ability to expand the system. The Context numbers are 8 potentially
infinite sequence, so any size site or survey can be encompasoed. The
final advantage preoent here i. that the Context oyotem is a digital
recording system. As such. it is immediately adaptable for computer
entry and numerical data Borting.
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