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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this Stage 1B Archaeological Survey is to document the presence or
absence of potential prehistoric and/or historic archaeological resources within the Joline
Avenue Residences project area in southwestern Staten Island, Richmond County, New York
through the use of physical testing technigues.

The Joline Avenue Residences project area is located southeast of Tottenville in
southwestern Staten Island. The Joline Avenue Residences project area is a rectangular
parcel approximately 450 feet east-west by B25 feet north-south. The eastern boundary
consists of Joline Avenue, and the southern boundary is Joline Lane. See Figure 1 for the
location of the location of the project area. The Stage 1A Archaeological/Historical
Sensitivity Evaluation Report an this development concluded that this parcel could preserve
evidence from both the historic and prehistoric periods. A Stage 1B survey consisting of
shovel tests on a 50 foot grid pattern was recommended for all of the project area that
will be impacted by the proposed construction [Roberts & Farkas 1993:18).



FIELD TESTING

The Stage 1B testing of the Joline Avenue Residences project area took place from March
30, 1994 through April 5, 1994, This parcel of approximately B.5 acres was investigated
by excavating shovel tests located on a 50 foot grid pattern or as close as possible to the
grid intersections. This strategy was proposed by the Principal Investigator and approved
by the staff of New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission prior to the beginning
of the fieldwork. Forty-five shovel tests were planned, forming a grid covering all of the
planned structures, roadway, and the proposed pond. During the Stage 1B testing of the
Joline Avenue Residences project area, 46 shovel tests were attempted. It proved possible
to excavate 44 of these locations at least partially. Standing water at or near a number
of shovel test locations caused several tests to be moved up to 15 feet from the grid
intersections. Other obstacles encountered were piles of rubble from demolished buildings.
A driveway or road had been cut into the project area using a bulldozer. This roadway had
a surface of gravel immediately over the subsoil. One test location fell directly on this
driveway and was therefore abandoned. Brambles and other dense undergrowth were
encountered especially near the western boundary of the project area, but these conditions
did not require the abandonment of any tests.

The methodology employed for the shovel tests was straight forward. Roughly square tests
approximately 1.5 feet in diameter were excavated to a depth of at least 2.0 feet, untl 0.5
feet of the subsoil was explored or until the trench was impeded by excessive ground water
or other obstacles. All soils from the shovel tests were screened through Ya-inch mesh for
the recovery of artifacts. Soils were excavated and recorded by natural stratigraphic
deposits. For all of the shovel tests, the strata encountered were measured, described, and
recorded wtilizing the Context System. See Appendix 2 for the original survey record forms.

Surface inspection was used in areas of good surface visibility to supplement the shovel
testing. No artifacts were recovered from the Joline Avenue Residences surface collecting.



STRATIGRAPHIC SUMMARY

The stratigraphy encountered and recorded during the subsurface testing of the Joline
Avenue Residences project area can be summarized as follows. From one to four layers
were recorded in the 44 shovel tests excavated. Twenty-three of the 44 shovel tests had
three tayers. In 22 cases the three layers were interpreted as topsoil, a plowzone, and the
natural subsail. In an additional ten cases two layers were identified, and these represented
two of three layers usually seen. Two further examples had four layers, with the extra layer
being similar to the top ar second layer.

The top layer ranged in thickness from G.1 to 0.8 feet, with measurements of 0.2 to 0.3
feet in thickness predominating. The texture was usually described as humus with rootmat,
often mixed with silty loam or sil.. Leaves were also commonly noted. The color ranged
from black through very dark gray, very dark grayish brown and very dark brown to dark
brown, with very dark brown predominating.

The second layer ranged in thickness from 0.2 to 1.3 feet, with 0.5 feet being most
common. The texture of the second layer ranged from clay to sandy silt, with silt
predominating. Its color ranged from brownish yellow through yellowish brown, dark
yellowish brown, dark brown, brown, strong brown and reddish brown to dark gray. Five
examples were mottled combinations of two of the colors listed. The range of dark
yellowish brown through dark brown to brown predominated.

The third and deepest layer was encountered from 0.2 to 1.5 feet below grade, with 0.6
feet below grade being most common. The texture of the third and deepest layer ranged
from silt to clay with clayey silt being most common. This layer was often described as
compact. Inclusions noted were cobbles, pebbles and sand, with pebbles being most
common. The color of the third layer ranged from very dark grayish brown through dark
yellowish brown, yellowish brown, brownish yellow, yellowish red, strong brown and brown
to dark brown. Strong brown was mast common, closely followed by yellowish brown and

yellowish red.

The remaining ten shovel tests were primarily in disturbed locations. The most serious
disturbance noted was a roadway consisting primarily of gravel that had been created with
a bulldozer or similar machine. Mounds of backdirt from this construction were evident
along the edges of this roadway. This roadway begins at Joline Avenue about 200 feet
north of the intersection with Joline Lane. It runs roughly westward for about 330 feet
before turning northward and running out of the portion of the project area subjected to
archaeological testing. Evidence of bulldozing was also seen near the southern boundary



of the project area in the vicinity of the former house locations described in the
Archaeological/Historical Sensitivity Evaluation [(Roberts and Farkas 18993: Figures / and
10Q). This was most evident near shovel tests 1 through 16.

The only historic feature found was a concrete chamber approximately B feet square set
into the ground. A central opening in the slab provided access to the subterranean
chamber, now partly filled with debris. This feature was probably the cesspool or septic
tank for the house that was constructed near the corner of Joline Avenue and Joline Lane
prior to 1806. The fill of this feature must date to after 1966 based on cartographic
evidence for the house (Ibid: 17).



ARTIFACT PROCESSING AND ANALYSIS

Artifacts recovered during Stage 1B shovel testing were transferred to the laboratory of
Greenhouse Consultants in New York City for processing. The material was washed in
room temperature tap water, dried, marked and catalogued. The drying procedure
consisted of slow air drying on screens in the laboratory processing area.

The artifacts were identified according to a modified form of the Cultural Material Data
Base Taxonomy of the National Park Service. Artifacts were coded as to functional group,
class, and material.

Subsequent to cataloguing, all artifacts with their appropriate codes were inventoried using
Paradox, a relational database software, which can be manipulated to provide sorted
inventory lists for contexts and artifact groups,

Contexts were assigned series numbers in accordance to the type of data recovery method;
Shovel Tests are assigned the 3000 series. As an example, Shovel Test #1, Level 3 is
coded 3001.03.

Stage 1B testing yielded a total of 23 artifacts from thirteen contexts: 3002.01, 3003.02,
3009.01, 3011.01, 3011.02, 3013.01, 3015.02, 3018.02, 302402, 303202,
3035.01, 3036.01, and 3044.02. Bottle/container glass consisted of nine items.
Flowerpots were represented by seven sherds. White graniteware consisted of five sherds,
two of which were decorated in underglaze transfer print blue {3015.02 and 3044.02).
The sherd of semi-porcelain from 3013.01 was molded lustreware. One minute fragment
of pearlware came from 3002.01.

No prehistoric artifacts were recovered from any of the shovel tests. The historic artifacts
were minute in size and void of diagnostic characteristics by which they could be assigned
to a finite technological or stylistic time range.



RESULTS

No prehistoric artifacts were recovered from the 44 shovel tests completed within the
Joline Avenue Residences project area. Despite the existence of 13 known prehistoric sites
within two miles of this location, only negative evidence regarding prehistoric use of the
project area was obtained.

A total of 23 artifacts from the historic period were recovered from 12 of the shovel tests.
Half of these locations are near to the former houses that stood there during the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The other half of the historic artifacts came from
locations away from the houses, including adjacent to the western project area boundary
and within the proposed pond. This distribution of the artifacts and their relatively small size
both lead one to believe that the project area was impacted by earth moving within the last
30 years. This confirms the evidence seen during the testing: piles of rubble, no evidence
of surviving foundations, and the preponderance of relatively young trees on the project
area. No features or discrete deposits of artifacts relating the occupation of the houses
were discovered. The only feature discovered was a concrete cesspool or septic tank that
must have gone out of use after 1366.



CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This final report documents the procedures and results of the Stage 1B testing of the
Joline Avenue Residences Development Project, Staten Island, New Yark, Based on this
objective ground testing, it can now be concluded that no potentially significant prehistoric
or historic archaeological resources were present within the boundaries of the Joline
Avenue project area. We can now confidently state that additional testing is not necessary
and no further archaeological work is recommended.
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ARTIFACT INVENTORY
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