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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this Stage 1B archaeological survey is to provide positive or
negative evidence regarding the existence of archaeological sites within the
project area through archaeological testing. The archaeological/historical
sensitivity study completed for this property recommended Stage 1B archaeological
testing here prior to construction {Greenhouse Consultants 1995:17).

The Nathan Court Development project area is located in southwestern Staten
Island. The project area consists of approximately 1.1 acres which is located to
the northwest of the Prince's Bay Station. See Figure 1 for the location of the
project area.

This study is organized in the following manner: first, a section describes the
the field methodology; next, stratigraphy; and finally, the conclusions and
recommendations,



27 s Ly e T
2 =)
—Bl ey

7 2/1500
/7 WAV AT z\
© WA S
p > R
/‘ T~ Y {/ )
= 7
n
/00 A aossvilie"\‘t"
™ Ly

5
§.9

2

&
ZEE

=

. Jagle
- Ve :.' Q
BN
w.. 2y
80wy

7

%.
il
2
i

‘N
aJ

Pldintly jees

YN

iy ELITEN

— ™
(oo
Ty
s

P s

G
i ao
. ;i

Y

26 )
2

EXT g

¥

- Princes Bay m=rd"

T e .—_ . _._ .: el o o A 23
3 - T
3ok, ¥ SEGLUNE POINT Benp e
\4 B s “ e -
= P e
N T _
SCALE 1:24000
0 1 MILE
1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 FEET
— s i o b
i 5 o 1 KILOMETER
e - e - ——1

CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET

Figure 1 Project area location shown on portion of U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute
series Arthur Kill N.Y.-N.J. Quadrangle, 1966, photorevised 1981.



FIELD TESTING

The Stage 1B testing of the Nathan Court project area took place on May 23, 1995.
This parcel of approximately 1.1acres was investigated by excavating shovel tests
located on a 50 foot grid pattern or as close as possible to the grid intersec-
tions. During the Stage 1B testing of the project area, fourteen shovel tests were
excavated. Obstacles encountered were piles of rubble and/or fill, occcasionally
boulders, trees, and extremely marshy conditions in low areas to the west and
south. Brambles and other dense undergrowth were encountered especially in the
south center of the project area, but these conditions did not require the
abandonment of any tests. See Figure 2 for the location of the shovel tests.

The methodology employed for the shovel tests was straight forward. Roughly
square tests approximately 1.5 feet across were excavated until 0.5 feet of the
subsoil was explored, or until the test was impeded by excessive ground water or
impeded by other obstacles. Al1 soils from the shovel tests were screened through
L-inch mesh for the recovery of artifacts. Soils were excavated and recorded by
natural stratigraphic deposits. For all of the shovel tests, the strata
encountered were measured, described, and recorded utilizing the context system.
See Appendix 1 for the original survey record forms.

Surface inspection was used in areas of good surface visibility to supplement the
shovel testing. No artifacts were recovered from the Nathan Court surface
collecting, although this did confirm the disturbed nature of the central portion
of the project area.
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Figure 2 Shovel Test locations shown on 1988 survey of the
project area by Anthony A. Lo Bianco.



STRATIGRAPHY SUMMARY

Two to four layers were identified in the fourteen shovel tests excavated within
the Nathan Court project area. Nine of the tests had two layers, three had three
layers,and two tests had four layers. The deepest layer was tentatively
identified as subsoil in thirteen tests. This subsoil ranged in texture fromsilt
to silty clay with silt most common. There were usually no inclusions. Cobbles
were present in three tests and pebbles in one. Color ranged from strong brown
through brown, dark brown and yellowish brown to dark yellowish brown. Strong
brown was most common. The subsoil was found from 0.1 to 1.9 feet below grade,
with the average depth below grade being 0.7 feet.

Topsoil was identified in ten shovel tests. Its texture ranged from sandy 1oam to
slightly clayey silty loamwith silty Joammost common. There were no inclusions
noted, except roots. Color ranged from very dark brown through dark brown and
brown to dark yellowish brown. Very dark brown was most common. Thickness ranged
from 0.5 to 0.6 feet and averaged 0.5 feet.

A possible plow zone was tentatively identified in only three shovel tests.
Texture was ¢onsistently silt. Inclusions were rare. Color ranged from strong
brown to dark yellowish brown. Strong brown was most common. Thickness ranged
from 0.5 to 0.6 feet, and averaged 0.5 feet.

A1l of the remaining layers have been identified as fill. Recent deposits of fill
were quite evident within the central and southern portions of the property.
Debris such as concrete and plastic was visible as were many rocks. Fill was left
in mounds after being deposited by bulldozers and dump trucks presumably. Some
of these mounds were over six feet high. Texture of the fill was generally silty.
Rocks were noted as inclusions in many cases.

Shovel Tests 10 and 13, located east and west of the brick foundation, both
contained fill. The fill layer in Shovel Test 10 was over subsoil, while Shovel
Test 13 included two layers of fi1l or a layer of fill over disturbed subsoil,



Plate 1 General view of the central portion of the project area Tooking
south from Uncas Avenue.

Plate 2 View of piles of fill and evidence of earth moving east of Shovel
Test 11 looking east.




Plate 3

View of the central portion of the project area including Shovel

Test 10 1ooking north towards Uncas Avenue.
to lTeft of screen.

Note brick foundation




Plate 4 Detail of brick foundation looking north. Scale in tenths of feet.
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Plate 5 View of eastern portion of the project area looking south, showing
. road just east of Shovel Test 6.

Plate 6 View of piles of fill looking southwest towards Shovel Test 9.




RESULTS

No prehistoric artifacts were recovered from the fourteen shovel tests completed
within the Nathan Court project area. Despite the existence of 30 known
prehistoric sites within two miles of the location, only negative evidence
regarding prehistoric use of the project area was obtained.

Two historic period artifacts, a porcelain saucer fragment from Shovel Test 4 and
a yellowware fragment from Shovel Test 7 were recovered. The project areawas used
as a farm field as seen in the 1910 map (Greenhouse Consultants 1995:Figure 4).

Evidence of disturbances was seen during the testing: piles of rubble, soil often
with Targe numbers of rocks and occasionally other debris, and 1ittle evidence of
natural soil profiles. It appears that the center of the project area may have
been largely stripped of topsoil, and subsequently covered with fill over much of
its area. Any potential for preserving possible archaeological evidence fromthe
prehistoric period appears to have been destroyed here. Plates 1 through 3
provide good views of this central portion of the project area. All of the
property west of the embankment shown in Figure 2 appears to have been disturbed
excepting thé northwestern and southwestern corners. Shovel Tests 10 through 13
all showevidence of disturbance intheir soil profiles. Plate 4 provides a detail
of the brick foundation located between Shovel Tests 10 and 13. This is almost
certainly from the ice house seen in Figure 4 of our Stage 1A report. This
foundation has been impacted by bulldozer, as confirmed by the presence of fill
deposits in Shovel Tests 10 and 13. The eastern portion of the project area east
of the embankment is evidently less disturbed. Plate 5 shows that some of this
area remains forest, although a road and clearing have been created by bulldozers.
This activity has 1eft some pile of fill near the clearing as seen in Plate 6. The
eastern zone was thoroughly investigated with Shovel Tests 1 through 9 but no
significant deposits were found. The southwestern corner of the project area was
investigated with Shovel Test 14, and no significant deposits were found. No
testing of the northwestern corner of the project area was necessary as this
location is within the wetlands setback and will not be impacted.



CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This final report documents the procedures and results of the Stage 1B testing of
the Nathan Court Development project, Staten Island, New York. Based on this
objective ground testing, it can now be concluded that no potentially significant
prehistoric or historic archaeological resources were present within the
boundaries of the project area. We can now confidently state that additional
testing is not necessary and no further work is recomnended.
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