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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this archaeological survey is to document the presence or absence of
prehistoric and/or historic archaeological resources within the Block 5532, Lot 127 project area
in western Staten Island through the use of physical testing techniques.

The proj ect area is located in western Staten Island, New York. in the vicinity of Greenridge.
The property consists of a roughly rectangular parcel located along the south side of Arthur
KillRoad west of Ridgewood Avenue, See Figure 1 for a map illustrating the location of the
project area.

The Stage lA archaeological/historical sensitivity evaluation report on this development
concluded that this parcel could preserve evidence from both the prehistoric and historic
periods. Nine prehistoric sites are known within two miles of this location. The project area
includes elevated land near a marsh making this a possible location for a hunting camp. This
property was also the probable location of the 1695 French Church (Greenhouse Consultants
2001 :8). An archaeological survey consisting of shovel tests on a 50 foot grid pattern,
augmented by additional tests should a potential site be discovered, was recommended for
all parts of the proj ect area not seriously disturbed,
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I Figure 1 Project area location shown on portion ofU.S.G.S. 7.5 minute

series Arthur Kill quadrangle, 1966, phororevised 1981.
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FIELD METHODOLOGY

The purpose of this Stage 1B archaeological survey is to document the presence or absence
of potential prehistoric archaeological resources within the Block 5532, Lot 127 project area
in Staten Island, New York through the use of physical testing techniques.

The Stage 1Btesting of the project area took place on January 14 and 15,2002. The parcel
was investigated by excavating shovel tests along the established grid at fifty foot intervals or
as close as possible to these locations. Testing was limited to the proposed development
plans. A total of 20 shovel tests were planned. During Stage 1B testing of the project area,
all 20 shovel tests were excavated. Obstacles encountered were rocks. Shovel Tests 3005,
3013,3014 and 3017 were stopped by rocks at 0.3 to 0.8 feet below grade. See Figure 2 for
the shovel test locations.

The methodology employed for the shovel tests was straightforward. Roughly square tests
approximately 1.5 feet across were excavated until 0.5 feet of the subsoil was explored, or
until the test was impeded by obstacles. All soils from the shovel tests were screened through
!--4-inchmesh for the recovery of artifacts. Soils were excavated and recorded by natural
stratigraphic deposits. For all of the shovel tests, the strata encountered were measured,
described, and recorded in terms of texture, inclusions and Munsell colors. See Appendix 1
for the original survey record forms.
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Figure 2 Locations of shovel tests within the project area.
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STRATIGRAPHIC SUMMARY

A total of 20 shovel tests were completed at Block 5532, Lot 127 on Staten Island, New York
during Stage 1B testing. The typical shovel test profile if it had remained undisturbed, would
have consisted of three layers: a dark brown sandy loam topsoil overlying an A horizon of
brown silty sand, with a B horizon of brown sandy clay. Instead, at this location, the topsoil
and A horizon were usually stripped, or if present, existed in a were redeposited showing
disturbance in the profile.

Table 1
Summary of Shovel Test Stratigraphy

lAYER TEXTURE # OF TESTS %
Topsoil

(N=4) Sandy loam 4 100.00%

A Horizon

(N=6) Sanely loam 2 33.33%

Silty sand 4 66.66%

B Horizon

(N= 17) Sandy clay 16 94.11%

Sand 1 5.88%

The topsoil was categorized as a dark brown sandy loam in the four shovel tests where it was
present. It was present as the top layer in only two tests: 3005.01 and 3013.01. In two tests
it was the second layer, 3003.02 and 3017.02. In test 3003 the redeposited A horizon was the
first layer and in 3017 some redeposited B horizon was the top layer. The topsoil had an
average thickness of 0.1 tenths of a foot in all tests.

The A horizon was characterized by a brown sandy loam one-third of the time and a brown
silty sand two-thirds of the tests. The average thickness of the layer was 0.316 feet. The A
horizon was the first layer in half of the tests: 3003, 3006 and 3015.

The B horizon was a brown sandy clay in all tests but one. The B horizon was the first layer
in 12 cases, the second layer in 4 tests and the third layer in one instance (3003). The top of
this layer was found between 0.0 to 0.4 feet below ground surface. The average amount of
exposure of the layer is 0.49 feet.
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Topsoil was stripped in four shovel tests. The topsoil and A horizon were stripped in 11 cases.
The A horizon was not present in one test (3017). Fill was identified in three instances. In
Context 3001.01, a sandy loam fill was the first layer. In Contexts 3014.01 and 3016.01 a
gravel fill in black sand was the first layer. Eleven shovel tests (55 percent) had only one layer.
Eight tests (40 percent) had two layers. One shovel test (3003) had three layers (5 percent).
Four shovel tests ceased during excavation of the second layer because further work was
impeded by rocks (3005. 3013, 3014, and 3017).
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ARTIFACT PROCESSING AND ANALYSIS

Laboratory Methodology
Artifacts recovered from the Stage 1B field testing on Block 5532, Lot 127 on Staten Island,
New York were brought to the Greenhouse Consultants laboratory for processing and analysis.
Artifacts were washed in room temperature tap water, dried, marked and catalogued. The
drying procedure was slow air drying on screens in the laboratory processing area. The
artifacts were then labeled with their appropriate context number.

Artifacts were identified using a modified form ofthe Cultural Material Data Base Taxonomy
of the National Park Service. Artifacts were coded for their functional group, class and
material. Technological and stylistic manufacturing ranges were assigned when an artifact
exhibited a datable attribute. Establishing a range of the manufacture of artifacts provides a
time frame for establishing dates after which the refuse deposits were made. This information
was recorded on a tyvek label which was inserted with the artifact into a clear polyethylene
ziplock bag. The bags were also labeled with context and catalog numbers.

Contexts were assigned series numbers in accordance to the type of data recovery method.
The data recovery method used was shovel testing. Shovel testing is identified by the 3000
series. The second layer of Shovel Test 1 would be identified as 3001.02. See Appendix 1 for
the context labeling system.

Artifact Analysis
Two shovel tests yielded a total of 2 artifacts. All artifacts recovered were from the historic
period. No prehistoric artifacts were found. Artifacts from the shovel tests were from the
functional groups of kitchen/domestic.

3003.01
Container glass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1

Total 1

3012.03
Container glass •••• ~ ••••••••• ~.~~ ••• I'" ••••• I-.~ •••• ~ ••••••••••••••••

Total 1

Both pieces of glass were clear curved shards. Neither piece of glass possessed any
characteristics that would distinguish what sort of vessel they had been a part. Both pieces
of glass were of recent twentieth century manufacture.
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RESULTS

No evidence of prehistoric use of Block 5532, Lot 127 was found during the Stage 1Btesting.
No prehistoric artifacts were recovered, and no prehistoric features were recorded.

No evidence ofthe 1695 French Church was found during the Stage 1Btesting of Block 5532,
Lot 127. No artifacts dating to the seventeenth or eighteenth centuries were recovered. No
features that could be related to the church were recorded.

The Stage 1B testing did produce two historic period artifacts. These appear to be parts of
twentieth century glass containers. The testing showed evidence of disturbance. In most
cases the topsoil and A horizon had been removed. Eleven of twenty shovel tests recorded
only the subsoil or B horizon. This indicates that any potential that this location had for
preserving archaeological remains has been destroyed.
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This final report documents the procedures and results of the Stage 1B testing of the Block
5532, Lot 127 project area, Staten Island, New York. Based on this objective ground testing,
it can now be concluded that no potentially significant prehistoric or historic resources were
present within the boundaries of the project area. We can now confidently state that
additional testing is not necessary and no further work IS recommended.
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Plate 1 View of the project area looking northwest from Ridgewood Avenue,
showing evidence of grading.
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Plate 2 View of debris pile within the project area looking east.

II



I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Greenhouse Consultants Incorporated
2001 Stage 1A Archaeological/Historical Sensitivity Evaluation of Block 5532, Lot

127, Borough of Richmond, New York. Prepared for Land Planning and
Engineering Consultants, P.c. New York, New York: Greenhouse Consultants
Inc.

Maps and Atlases
United States Geological Survey

1966 Arthur Kill Quadrangle, 7.5 minute series topographic map. Photo revised
1981.

8



I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

APPENDIX 1

FJELD RECORD FORMS AND CONTEXT NUMBERING SYSTEM
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Shovel Test Stratigraphy Summary
Block 5532, Lot 127, Staten Island

ICnnte'" Munsell Color i Texture Defl1h Horizon Commen1s

3:Xl1.01 10YR413 Brown 1 Sandy loam 0-0.4 Fill Topsoil stripped
3CXJ1.02 7.5YR4I4 Brown ! Sandy.c1av 0.4-0.9 B

3:02.01 7.5YR4I4 Brown Sandvclav M.5 B Topsoil & A horizon strip.Qed

3))3.01 1QYR413 Brown ISandy loam Q.O.2 A glass
3003.02 10YR313 Dark brown SandY loam 0.2-0.3 Topsoil
3C03.03 7.5YR4I4 Brown SandY c1av 0.3-0.8 B

I 3004.01 7.5YR4I4 Brown SandV~ 0-0.5 B Topsoil & A horizon strieoed

3X6.01 10YR313 Dark brown I Sand}' loam 0-0.1 Topsoil
3:C6.02 10YR413 Brown I Silty sand 0.1-0.3 A stop'p'ed by rock

ISandY loam3:06.01 10YR413 Brown 0-0.3 A topsoil strip.ped
I 3006.02 7.5YR4I4 Brown I Sandy-clav 0.3-0.8 B

! 3007.01 7.5YR4I4 Brown jsan~~~ 0-0.5 B T0l:>soil& A horizon stripp~ _

~
7.5YR4I4 Brown i Sandy c1av Q.O.5 B Topsoil & A horizon strip'p.ed

1 3CXJ9.01 7.5YR4I4 Brown ISandy~ 0-0.5 B Topsoil & A horizon strip'ped

J
3010.01 7.5YR4I4 Brown I Sandy clay_ 0-0.5 B TOf)soil s A horizon slril?ped

ISandY~_3011.01 7.5YR4I4 Brown 0-0.5 B Topsoil & A horizon strip.l?ed

3012.01 7.5YR4I4 Brown 1 Sandy c1av 0-0.5 B TOp'soil& A horizon striel?ed; g~

C, 3013.01 10YR313 Dark brown ISandy loam Q.O.1 To soil,

r 301302 10YR413 Brown ISilly sand 0.1-0.8 A Stol?Red by' rock

i 3014.01 10YR2J1 Black I Sand 0-0.1 Gravel fiJi
! 301402 10YR413 Brown Sil!ysand 0.1-0.5 A stop'p'ed by rock

3015.01 10YR413 Brown I Silty sand 0-0.1 A TOjlsoil strlcced
3015.02 7.5YR4f4 Brown I Sand 0.1-0.6 B

3016.01 10YR2J1 Black Sand 0-0.1 Gravel fill Topsoil stripped
3016.02 7.5YR4I4 Brown I SandY clay 0.1-0.6 B

3017.01 7.5YR4I4 Brown Sandy clay 0-0.4 B No A horizon
3017.02 10YR313 Dark brown Sandvloam 0.4-0.7 Topsoil StoP.Redby rocks

3018.01 7.5YR4I4 Brown Sandy~ 0-0.5 B Topsoil & A horizon strlocad

r
3019.01 7.5YR4I4 Brown Sandy clay 0-0.5 B ~soil & A horizon stripped

I
, 3020.01 7.5YR4I4 Brown ISandy clav 0-0.5 B TOJ)soil& A horizon striEl?ed
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