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I. INTRODUCTION

A. Background

The Nehemiah project includes congatruction of one and tvo bedroam
lov income condominiums in the Morrisania mection of the Bronx.
The project site encampasses one equare block; designated az
block 2537, lots 1 and 10, which ia bounded on the east and west
by Trinity and Jackson Avenues and on the north and south by East
158th and East 160th Streets (see Figures la and 1b). An
archaeological documentary study of the Nehemiah project site
(Pickman 1994) was completed in April 1994.

The results of the documentary study indicated that "the
archaeological gengitivity of the project site derives primarily
from the possible presence of archaeological ’'features’
associated with the occupation of the area in the latter portion
of the 19th century" (Pickman 1994:23). Such features would have
been located in the backyard areas of houses constructed between
1860 and 1882, prior to the installation of water mains in any of
the astreets bordering the project site.

The report recommended that archaeclogical testing be conducted

on portions of the site where such features could remain intact.
Thege areas congisted of the lots designated as 6, 9, and 11-18

according to the lot numbering system in use during the last twva
decades of the nineteenth century.

A large public schaol building was constructed ca. 1915 on the
southern portion of the s8ite, now designated as lot 1. The school
building site included the late 19th century lot degignated as
lot 6 and a part of the lot designated as lot 9. This school
building was razed prior to the preparation of the archaeological
documentary study.

~
Some of the nineteenth century structures on the nofEE;;n pertion
of the site (now designated as lot 10), as well as others
constructed during the early 20th century, remained standing
through the mid-20th century. Between 1952 and 1969, these
structures were demolished and the area was used as a playground
for the public school.

A Bcope of work and a plan for archaeclogical testing were
submitted ta the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commiasion
in July 1994 and subsequently approved. This plan included
testing of two =mall portiocns of lot & {see Figure 2). The
northernmost of these two areas was located between the school
building and the Trinity Avenue pavement. Accarding to an
environmental review assessment dated March 7, 1995, the
Landmarke Preservation Commission deleted this area from the
testing plan, and construction was beqgqun on this portion of the
gite, as well as other portions not encompassing the areas to be,
tested. The other portion of lot 6 which wag included in the



original te=ting plan wvas located in an area which provided
acceas to a building under construction at the time of the
teating. In addition, the reconnaissance conducted during the
archaeoclogical documentary study suggested that this area may
have been disturbed during the demolition of the public school
building. For thege reasona, field testing was not conducted in
this area.

B. Procedures

Field teating of the Nehemiah project site was conducted on April
10-20, 1995. Backhoe trenching was conducted in the areas shown
on the archaealegical =ite map included here as Figure 3. These
trenches vere expanded to clear as much of the backyard areas of
the 19th century structures as was feagible to the level at which
featurea could be detected (see belaw). Due ta the amount of
overlying fill/demolition debris present, as well as the
disturbances noted in many areas, it wae not possible to
completely clear all of the backyard areas.

The backhoe trenching and clearing exposed four features which
could contain poseibly significant artifact deposits. These
features were tested in the field by units designated as shovel
tests 1-3 and unit A. Two of the features, designated as Features
1 and 2, were found to contain "aignificant® archaeoclogical
deposita (see Chapters III and IV).

After completion of field testing an interim report summarizing
the results was submitted for review by the New York City
Landmarks Preservation Commiassion and the Department of Housing
Preservation and Development. A copy of this interim report,
which includes recommendationa for data recovery excavations of
Features 1 and 2, is included here aso Appendix C.

The locations of the various features, walls excavated areas are
shown on the archaeclogical site map (Figure 3) Elevations taken
using the level line method are included on this map. The
elevations are given in inches relative to a datum paint located
on the Trinity Avenue curb. The elevation of this point relative
to the Bronx datum as given on the Nehemiah project site plan ig
64.35 feet. The pre-excavation surface of the public school
playground, as measured in lot 14, was alao at this same
approximate elevation.

The stratigraphy encountered in the four test units and the
artifacts recovered, as well as additional artifacts recovered
during the excavation of the backhoe trenches, are listed in
Appendix A to this report.

To facilitate reference, many of the 19th and early 20th century
maps included in the documentary research study have been
reproduced and included in the present report as Appendix B.



I1I. BACKHOE TRENCHING AND CLEARING

A. Lots 13 and 14 - Backhoe Trench 1

The documentary research indicated that the first structures on
lote 13 and 14, which fronted on Trinity Avenue (then known as
Delmonico Place), were conetructed, together with those on lots
15-17, in 1877. This land had previously been deaignated as lot
104 within a mid-19th century subdivision known as Grove Hill.
Peter Decker purchased the land included within Grove Hill lot
104 in 1876. He proceeded to further subdivide the property into
five smaller lots referenced in this report ag lots 13-17. Decker
constructed a house on each lot with the apparent intention of
re-selling them. The houses on lots 13 and 14 were purchased in
1878 and 1877, respectively. Both of the new ovners were German
immigrants.

The maps reviewed for the documentary reaearch study and included
in Appendix B indicate that lots 13 and 14 extended southward
from Trinity Avenue for 8lightly more than 30 feet. A narrow
"backyard area, " approximately five feest in wvidth, iz shown
behind the two houses on thesge maps.

Backhoe trench 1 was excavated to examine this "backyard” area. A
trench (designated as BHTR la) wam first placed within the
foundaticn of building 14 in order toc locate the rear wall of
this structure (in this discussion the buildings constructed on
the various lots will be referenced according to the lot number -
e.g. the building on lot 14 is referenced ag building 14)..
Backhoe trench 1 was then excavated southward from the location
of trench la. Comparison of the test results with the documentary
data indicates that the present eastern edge of the Trinity
Avenue sidewalk is approximately nine feet vest of the building
line as shown on the 19th and early 20th century maps. This nine
foot wide area is covered by the concrete slab noted in BHTR 7
{(see discussion of Lot 12, below).

Backhoe trench 1 exposed the rear walls of buildings 13 and 14
(designated as W13 and W14 respectively on the site map - Figure
3; see also Plate 1). The 19th century maps (see Appendix B)
indicate that ag constructed in 1877, buildings 13 and 14 were
separated by an alley located in the northern portion of lot 13,
Between 1909 and 1923, a one story extension was added to the
north side of building 13, covering the former alleyway. The rear
vall of this extension (wall Wi3ext) was noted in the west
profile of the backhce trench (see Plate 1}. It extended to the
game depth a= the walls of buildings 13 and 14, suggesting that
the basement of building 13 was also extended acroess the former
alleywvay.

The 20th century razing of these structures regulted in the
demolition of wall W14 to a depth of approximately 1 1/2 feet
below the surface of the school yard. The remaining portion of



this gtone foundation wall ig approximately six feet high, with
its base some 7 1/2 feet beneath the playground surface.

The upper portion of the foundation wall of building 13 consisted
of brick to a depth of some three feet below the playground
surface, with the lowveat ca. 4 1/2 feet being constructed of
stone. Demolition resulted in removal of the upper portion of the
vall to a depth of ca. 1 - 1 1/2 feet below the playground
surface. The remaining portion of the foundation wall of the
building 13 extenasion (Wi3ext) does not include the brick upper
portion.

As shown on the 19th and early 20th century maps the original
construction of building 15, which adjoins lots 13 and 14 on the
south, resulted in an alley, some 8 feet wide, remaining between
the western wall of building 15 and the 1ot 13/14 boundary line.
Between 1909 and 1923 a one story extension was added to the west
side of building 15, covering the alley and extending the
building to the boundary line with lots 13 and 14. As with the
building 13 extension, this westward extension to building 15
apparently also had a basement. The west wall of the foundation
for this extension (indicated on the site map ag WlSext) was
exposed in the east profile of BHTR 1 (see Plate 2). It extended
to approximately the same depth ag the eaatern foundation walls
of buildings 13 and 14.

Observation of the excavation of backhoe trench 1 indicated that
no features such as cisterns, privies etc. remained intact in the
area between walls W13, Wil3ext and Wl4, and wall WiSext. What
appeared to be rubble or fill deposits were encountered to the
approximate depth of the base of these walls. It is possible that
the congtruction of WiSext, as well as Wi3ext and W12 {gee below)
in the early 20th century resulted in disturbance to the original
"backyard” area of buildings 13 and 14.

The stone wvall, designated as W12, encountered at the southern
end of southern end of BHTR 1 representa the northern foundation
wall of the early 20th century building conatructed on lot 12
(see below). A concentration of artifacts was noted immediately
north of this wall during the excavation of the backhoe trench
excavation. A sample of artifactsz from this area wvas collected
and tabulated (see Appendix A, catalog #26). Examination of the
area failed to indicate the presence of a feature. The artifacts
appeared to be associated with wall W12 and probably derived from
the fill deposited in the outer portion of the foundation
excavation after conatruction of the building. It is possible
that a feature was once located in this area and destroyed by the
excavation of the building 12 foundation.

At the base of BHTR 1, at a depth of ca. 83-87" below datum we
encountered the top of two "rock features”, designated on the
site map (Figure 3) as R1 and R2 (see Plates 2 and 3). These rock
featureg appeared to extend wvestward beneath the base of
foundation walle W13 and W14, and R2 also extended eastward
beneath the later extension wall WiSext. Because of the depth of



these features beneath the surface only limited examination was
poasible. They will be dimscussed further in Chapter III of thie
report.

B. Lots 15-17 - Backhoe Trenches 2 and 3

The structures erected on Laots 15 -17 were part of the group of
five built by Peter Decker in 1877 for regale. Thome on lots 15
and 16 were both purchased in 1877. As with lots 13 and 14 (=ee
above) the purchasers were German immigrante. Lot 17 was=s
purchased in 1878 by a Danish immigrant.

The teasting plan called for two backhoe trenchee to be excavated
in the backyard areas of these lots; ane near the back walls of
thege houses, the most likely locations to find cisterns, and one
near the lot line, the most likely location of privies.

1. Backhoe Trench 3
BHTR 3 was placed immediately adjacent to the rear (gouthern)
valls of the houses built on these three lots. These walls were
exposed in the north prafile of the backhoe trench. The rear wall
of building 15 (labelled Wi1S on Figure 3) extended to the western
boundary of the lot, reflecting the extension of this structure
ca. 1909 - 1923 (see above).

Excavation of BHTR 3 encountered the northern edge of the lower
portion of Feature 1, a brick cistern. A large stone with a
circular opening rested on top of the cistern’s collar and was
fully expoaed by subsequent clearing (gee Plates 9 and 10). The
surface of this stone, which was approximately 3 1/2 feet below
the schoolyard surface (datum elevation) apparently marked the
original surface aof the lat 15 backyard area and provided access
tc the cistern. A further description of the cistern and the
deposits within it is given in the following Chapter.

As noted in the documentary reasearch report (Pickman 1994:14),
analysis of 20th century maps suggested that building 16 might
have been extended to the south between 1923 and 1952. The field
testing indicated that the building had, in fact, undergone
recongtruction and extension. BHTR 3 encountered a concrete wall
immediately east of the gap vwhich separated walls W15 and WiGa.
This gap marks the location of the alieyway shown on the maps
betveen buildings 15 and 16.

A portion the surface of this concrete wall (WlGext) was exposed.
Further examination indicated that it repregenta the foundation
wall of the building 16 extension. The madifications to the
building apparently invelved the extension of the bazsement of
this structure southward to within ca. six feet of the rear
(southern) lot boundary. The original rear wall of building 16
was cut through ca. eight feet east of the weastern wvall of the
building to provide access from the original basement tc the



basement of the extenasion. This ie represented on the gite plan
by the gap between walls Wi6a and Wi&b,

The cement floor of the building 16 extension was noted on the
floor of BHTR 1 and in the profile of the subgsequently excavated
BHTR 4, discussed below, at a depth of some six feet below datum.
Thia ia approximately 2 1/2 feet below the assumed original
backyard surface as indicated by the elevation of the features
uncovered in the adjacent lot 15.

The eastern wall of the building 16 extension appeared to have
been disturbed. Blocks of concrete were encountered at the
approximate location of the eastern end of wall WiEhb, apparently
representing the remains of the east wall of the extension. The
disturbance of this eastern extension wall may have occurred
during the demolition of the building.

East of building 16, the excavation of BHTR 3 continued at the
approximate elevation of the backyard surface, exposing the rear
wall of building 17 (Wi7a). The gap between walls W16b and W17a
represents the alley between the two structures shown on the 1Sth
and early 20th century maps (see Appendix B). The eastern portion
of Wl7a appeared to have been cut down below the depth of our
excavations at this location, most likely during demolition of
this building. Subsequent excavation of BHTR S5, on lot 18 (see
below) exposed a portion of the east wall of building 17 (W17h).

2. Backhoe Trench 2
Backhoe trench 2 was excavated across the rear portion of lots 1S5
and 16. This trench was initially =zome 4 - 4 1/2 feet in width.
Its wvestern portion was subsequently widened to further expose
rock feature 1. The north wall (W12) of the one-gtory structure
constructed on lot 12 between 1909 and 1923 was exposed in the
southern profile of the western portion of BHTR 2 (see Plate 4).

After excavation of BHTR 2, examination of ite north profile
indicated the presence of Feature 2 in the southeastern portion
of the Lot 15 backyard area (see Figure 3). Domestic artifacts
and faunal remains were noted in the wall of the trench and some
of these were removed for examination (see Appendix A, catalog
#23). Additional artifacts (catalog #29), most likely deriwving
from this feature, were noted on the flcor of the backhoe trench.
Examination of the south profile of the trench indicated the
presence of stones and cinder deposits similar to those within
the feature. This may have marked the original southern extent of
the feature. Unfortunately, partial collapse of the south wall of
the backhoe trench prevented further examination.

Since the feature walls were not solidly conatructed (see Chapter
III), Feature 2 was not noted during the process of excavation of
BHTR 2, and its excavation may have resulted in the inadvertent
removal of the southern portion of the feature. However, the
sBouthwestern corner of the feature was located only some 1 1/2



feet east of the northeastern corner of building 12 (mee Figure 3
and Plate 4). Thus, some diasturbance of the feature may have
occurred during the construction of the latter building. This may
also account for failure to note the feature during the course of
the backhoe trench excavation.

Examination of the north profile of BHTR 2 indicated that the
Feature 2 deposits began some 3 1/2 feet below datum. This is the
same approximate elevation as the surface of Feature 1, as noted
above, and apparently represents the approximate elevation of the
surface of the lot 15 backyard during the occupation of the
structure. The deposits overlying the surface of the feature
appeared to represent demolition debris. The backhoe subsequently
remaoved this overlying debris, exposing the surface of the
feature. A large portion of the Lot 15 backyard area was also
cleared to this approximate depth.

The eastern portion of BHTR 2 was located within the boundaries
of lot 16. A large number of lcose stones vere noted in the floor
of the trench in this area. The results of the suhbsequent
excavation of BHTR 4 suggests that these stones wvere associated
with rock feature 1 and or Feature 4 (zee below). Both of these
features would have bheen impacted by the construction of the Lot
16 building extension.

C. Lot 17 ~ Backhoe Trench &

A large portion of the backyard area of lot 17 waes cleared to the
backyard elevation or belaw. This clearing exposed the surface of
Feature 3, a brick and stone feature which is discussed in the
following Chapter. The clearing also exposed the surface of a
grouping of stones south of the location of Feature 3. Further
manual clearing did not indicate that these stones represented an
intact wall. A deeper trench, indicated on the archaeological
site plan as BHTR 6, was excavated through the location of the
stones. Observations during the backhce trench excavation as vell
as examination of the trench profiles (see Chapter III) indicated
that these stones did not form a structural pattern above a depth
of ca. six feet below datum. At this approximate depth large
stones were encountered which represented a "rock feature®
(designated R3 on Figure 3 - gee also Plate 23), similar to those
encountered in BHTR 1.

D. Lot 16 - Backhoe Trench 4

Backhoe trench 4 was excavated in a north-gouth direction in the
backyard area of Lot 15, connecting BHTR 3 with the eastern end
of BHTR 2. BHTR 4 was initially excavated toc a depth of some 6 -
& 1/2 feet below datum. This excavation encountered an area of
loose rocks in the socuthern portion of the backhoe trench. To
further explore these rocks, the southern portion of BHTR 4 was
excavated to greater depths.



Manual clearing at the bame of the trench exposed the remains of
a truncated, dry-laid stone feature, the eastern portion of which
wvaz exposed in the backhoe trench (see Plates 18 and 19). The top
of the intact portion of the feature was some nine feet below the
pre-excavation surface. Subsequent examination of the feature
indicated that only ite lowvermost 2! inches remained intact.

Examination of the western profile of BHTR 4 suggested that this
feature had been truncated by the construction of the building 16
extengion, the rear wall of which was noted in the profile.
Feature 4 is discussed further in Chapter III.

A rock-filled trench was also noted in the eastern profile of
BHTR 4 (gee Plate 26). This trench appeared to be aligned with
rock feature R3 as expomed in lot 17. However this trench did not
appear to contain large stones similar to those exposed at the
base of Rl and R3. The trench contents appeared to be more like
the loose stones noted at the top of the exposed portions of the
rock features (see further discussion in Chapter III). A stratum
of gray/black sandy silt noted adjacent to the upper portion of
this trench (see Plate 26) may correspond to the stratum noted in
other backhoe trenches which is interpreted as representing the
pre-construction ground surface on thisg site (see also discussion
in Chapter III).

E. Lot 18 - Backhoe Trench 5

The first structure on lot 18 vas built by Peter Decker in 1882,
after the structures discussed above. It waes sold in the same
year to its first occupant, Henry Hoffman. Examination of the
maps indicates that any associated features would most likely
have been located in an open area along the western boundary of
the lot. Backhoe trench S5 was excavated to test thie area.

The base of BHTR S was some four feet below the ground surface.
No features associated with the 1Sth/early 20th century
occupation of this lot were noted. A concrete vall was
encountered at the socuthern end of the trench, along the southern
boundary of the lot. This is apparently the wall of a one story
extension which, as indicated on the maps, was built between 1823
and 1952.

F. Lots 11 and 12 - Backhoe Trenches 7, 8 and 9

Lots 11 and 12 together represent the land included within a 30
foot wide lot numbered 105 in the mid-19th century Grove Hill
subdivision. It was purchased by Steven Rogers in 1860 and two
structures owned by John and Steven Rogers, who were African-
Americans, stood on each of these lots in the same year. The
houses were situated north of the project site at locations
beneath the present bed of Trinity Avenue.

In 1882 a portiocn of lot 12 was sold by John Reogers and



subasequently incerporated into the extended backyard areas of
lots 15-17.

A one-story building was constructed on the western portion of
lot 12 between 1909 and 1923. In 1952 it functioned as a
synagogue but 1t ia uncertain if this was its function when
constructed. Prior to field testing it was uncertain whether thig
building would have had a basement.

Lot 11 was the site of the eastern portion of an apartment
building cconatructed between 1909 and 1923 on the former lots 10
and 11. The maps show an alleyway between the rear wall of the
apartment building and the eastern boundary of the lot. It was
considered that excavation of the basement of this building would
have removed any features associated with the Rogers occupation
but that features located at the rear of the lot could remain at
least partially intact in the alley area.

The testing plan called for trenching along the eastern boundary
of lots 11 and 12 and also aleng the western portion of lot 11,
which is the closest portion of the project site to the Rogers
heuse location. In addition, the plan included trenching in an
east-vest direction within lot 12 to the extent feasible.

1. Backhoe Trench 7
Backhoe trench 7 was excavated across the front {wvestern) part of
lot 12. It was originally planned to place this trench close to
the property fence which adjoined the Trinity Avenue sidewalk.
However, attempts to trench in this area were thwarted due to the
presence of a thick concrete slab extending some nine feet south
of the present sidewalk. Since the backhoe was unable to break
through this slab. BHTR 7 was placed immediately adjacent to its
eastern edge. After excavation, the western wall of building 12
was exposed in the western profile of the backhce trench. The top
of this wvall was some 3 1/2 feet below the top of the concrete
elab. A series of large concrete wedge-shaped blocks were seated
on top of this wall, supporting the concrete slab (see Plate 5).

In the northern portion of the eastern profile of BHTR 7 the
brick upper portion of the scuthern foundation wall of building
13 and the stone northern foundation wall of building 12 were
visible. The backhoe removed the upper portion of these walls in
the northern end of the backhoe trench. The southern wall of the
building 12 foundation was noted at the southern end of BHTR 7.

Excavation of BHTR 7 as well as the southern portion of BHTR 1
indicated that building 12 did, in fact, have a basement. Its
cement floor was noted in BHTR 7 at a depth of appreoximately &
1/2 feet belovw the surface of the schoal playground. The backhoe
trench excavation reached depths of i1 - 1 1/2 feet below this
floor. No truncated features were noted.



2. Backhoe Trench 9
Backhoe trench 9 was excavated across the rear portion of lots 11
and 12. The excavation covered an area extending some 15 feet
west aof the rear (eastern) boundary of lot 12 and 12 feet veat of
the eastern boundary of lot 11l. The northern portion of BHTR 9
represented an extension of the cleared backyard area of lot 17.
However, excavation here reached a greater depth than in lot 17,
as much as ca. six feet below datum.

In lot 11, twelve feet west of the eastern boundary of the lot,
BHTR 9 encountered the rear (eastern) wall of the stone
foundation of the apartment building which was constructed on
lots 10 and 11 between 1909 and 1923 (see Plate 6). As indicated
on the site map (Figure 3), the northern end of this vall was
aligned with the boundary line between lots 11 and 12. The basge
of this wall was approximately eight feet below datum.

The width of the alleyvay behind the apartment building as
expoged in BHTR 9 is approximately the same as shown on the early
20th century wmaps. This alleyway had a cement pavement, the
elevation of which was approximately five feet below datum. BHTR
9 cut through this floor. However, no truncated features vere
noted.

BHTR 9 also encountered a low stone wall (see Plate 6) which
appeared to be at the northern end of the alleyway pavement. The
top of the remaining porticn of this wall was approximately one
foot below the level of the cement flocor. The western extent of
the stone wall was not fully exposed. Probing indicated that
there were no additional wall courses below the zingle course
expoged and no artifact deposits were noted in association with
this wall.

The cement alley floor and the stone wall which appeared to mark
its northern edge extended some five feet north of the lot 11/12
boundary line.

3. Backhge Trench 8
Backhoe Trench 8 was excavated in an east-west direction in the
southern portion of lot 12. The western end of the trench was
located immediately east of the location of the rear wall of
bullding 12 as noted in the south prefile of BHTR 2. The concrete
wall exposed near the the western end of BHTR 8 was most likely
asgociated with an extension to building 12 shown on the 1952
Sanborn map. However this extension wall was not noted in the
south profile of BHTR 2.

The stratigraphy in the western end of the north profile of BHTR
8 is shown in Plates 7 and 8. The uppermost ca. four feet of the
exposed deposits conasisted of rubble which was apparently

deposited during structural demoliticn prior to construction of
the school playground an this portion of the block. This rubble

10



deposit waas followed by 13 inches of dark gray/brown sandy eilt
with pieces of coal, rocks and other debris; Bix inches of brown
sandy silt with =some gray clay mottling; and 12 1/2 inches of
brown sandy =ilt mixed with ruat/orange sand, tan sand and gray
clay. These strata apparently repreasent fill. Thege fill
depoagits, in turn, overlay a seven inch thick stratum of
gray/brown loam with some yellow mottling. The latter stratum
appears to repregent the remains of a former topsoil layer, which
may have been cultivated. The gurface of this stratum wvas at a
depth of approximately six feet below datum. This stratum
apparently corresponds with the black clayey stratum noted in
other backhoe trenches as discussed below and in the following
Chapter. Some three inches of vyellow/tan silty sand, which
apparently represents naturally deposited subeoil, underlay this
former ground surface, continuing to the floor of the backhoe
trench.

Approximately 12 1/2 feet ecast of the western end of BHTR 8 a
large boulder waa encountered (see Plate 7), the top of which was
at an elevation of approximately 68 inches below datum. It
appeared that a trench or pit had been excavated through the
overlying deposits to install this boulder, but a detailed
examination was not undertaken. During the excavation of BHTR 2
similar boulders were noted at the base of the trench. However,
these latter boulders were not mapped prior to removal. It is
possible that these boulders were installed to mark lot
boundaries at the time of the subdivision of the land in the mid-
19th century.

G. Lot 9 - Backhoe Trench 10

The first building was conatructed on lot 9 in 1882, the mame
year that the first water mains were installed in Trinity Avenue,
The maps indicate that the northern portion of lot 9 represented
an alleyway immediately north of the school building constructed
in 1915. The width of this alley varies as shown on the various
mape. It was considered that any deposit= at the location of the
school building would have been destroyed by excavation for the
deep basement of this building (see Pickman 1954).

Backhoe trench 10 extended some 9-10 feet north of the lot 9/10
boundary line and continued southward into the northern portion
of lot 9. A concrete wall extended across the backhoe trench some
four feet from its northern end. This wvall was located in lot 10
near the southern end of the apartment house rear alley.

Brick walls of the school building were encountered 15 - 21 feet
from the northern end of BHTR 10 (some 6-12 feet south of the lot
9710 boundary line). Excavation of BHTR 10 ended at the school
building walls. It should be noted that the wall configuration
noted in the trench deoes not correspond with that shown on the
20th century maps.

A dark brown/black stratum was noted in the western profile of
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backhoe trench 10 at a depth of approximately 4 1/2-5 feet below
datum. This stratum apparently corresponds to strata noted in
backhoe trenches 1, 2, 4, 6 and 8 which are interpreted as
representing the original ground surface prior to late 19th
century filling and/or construction (see Chapter III).
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I1II. FEATURES AND TEST EXCAVATIONS

Ag noted in the previous Chapter, four features which could
contein poaslbly significant artifact deposits were encountered
during the backhoe trenching and clearing. A small test
excavation wasa placed in each of thease in order to determine
whether it contained such deposits.

A. Lot 15 - Features 1 and 2

1. Feature 1 and Shovel Test 3
Feature 1 is a brick cistern located immediately behind building
15 (see Plates 9 and 10). When encountered during the clearing
operations, the cistern was completely intact. A split stone slab
had been installed above the "collar® of the cistern. A semi-
circular opening had been cut in the center of each half of the
glab and the halves had been joined together to create a circular
opening above the cistern. The 2 1/2 inch thick stone slab was
oriented northweast - southeast and measured 35 by 25 incheg. The
central circular opening was 14 inches in diameter. This sBlab was
apparently incorporated into the backyard surface of lot 15.

When the cistern was encountered during the backhoe trenching and
clearing, an empty space was noted below the cistern opening,
with loose dirt and debris falling into the cistern during the
clearing operation.

The vertical "collar" portion of the cistern structure, which
underlay the stone slab, was geven inches high, with an internal
diameter of 21 inches and an outer diameter of 32 inches. Two
pipes entered the cistern collar. A large gap had been cut in the
side of the collar facing the house and a ceramic pipe entered
the cistern through it. This pipe, removed during the clearing
and archaeological testing of the feature, appeared to angle
dowvnward toward the house. It may have sgerved as an overflow
drain. Several courses of brick mortared to the northwestern gide
of the cistern shoulder (see Plate 11) apparently served as a
support for a metal pipe which entered the cistern. This possibly
served as an intake pipe. The pipe support was not completely
exposed.

The height of the sloping "dome" of the cistern was approximately
one foot, at which paint the cylindrical basal portion was
encountered. The test excavation within the cistern indicated
that its mortar floor was approximately 3 1/2 feet below the top
of the brick collar. The estimated diameter of the cistern, which
was not fully exposed, i=s approximately 6 1/2 feet.

In order to test the deposits within the ciatern, we manually

remaoved a section of its "collar"™ and "dome" portions located in
the northeastern portion of the feature. A test unit, designated
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as shovel teat 3, was placed in this portion of the feature. It
measured approximately 26 inchee along the interior of the
cistern wall and extended ocutward from the wall a maximum of 13
inches.

Examination of the deposits within the cistern indicated that the
material within the dome and ceollar portions most likely had been
introduced during our clearing of the feature. This material was
removed from the portion to be teasted prior to the excavation of
shovel teat 3. The deposite excavated in this shovel test began
gome 2 - 6 inches below the top of the vertical, cylindrical
portion of the feature (the test unit datum), at an elevation of
approximately 60 inches below the gite datum. The first stratum
excavated consisted of some 2 - S inches of mortar mixed with
brown sandy =silt, brick rubble and pebbles. The mortar recovered
from this deposit apparently derived from the facing which lined
the interior of the cistern wall.

Stratum II, which conatituted the major portion of the feature
deposits, extended to the cistern’s mortar floar, except in an
approximately six to seven inch band extending outward some 6-7
inches from the cistern wall, where it was underlain by stratum
III (see below). Stratum II consisted of lenses of gray/brown
sandy esilt mixed with wood and corroded metal, with a pocket of
cinder also noted in a portion of the test. This stratum
contained a gubstantial density of domestic and personal
artifacts, including ceramics, bottles and bottle glass, buttons,
shoe parts, and fabric. A substantial density of faunal material
was also recovered (see Appendix A, cataleg #3 and #4).

Stratum III, which underlay stratum IX only around the
circumference of the cistern floor, as noted above, wag a thin
(generally less than one inch thick) layer of gray clayey silt. A
eimilar band of silt has been noted overlying the ocutermost
portion of cistern floors at other archaeological sites. It
apparently represents silt which accumulated at the base of the
feature during its period of use. A g2lightly downward slope of
the cistern floor from its center tc its circumference could
account for the presence of the silt band only around the outer
pertion of the feature.

The mortar floor of the cistern was encountered at 21/22 inches
below the test unit datum, underlying strata II and III. It is
uncertain if brick underlies this mortar.

A whole bottle recovered from the upper portion of stratum I
includes the embossed trade mark and address of Bruckner
Brothers, a local dealer in bottled waters located at 664-670
East l6lst Street. The New York City directories beginning in
1894 and continuing through 1905 include a listing for "Bruckner
Bros., waters" at 668 E 161st St. The New York City directory
for 1911 has a listing for "Bruckner Bros., waters", but at a
different address (410 East 16lat Street) than that embossed on
the bottle recovered from stratum I and listed in the earlier
directories. These data indicate that the bottle recovered from
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Stratum I was manufactured hetween 1894 and the latter portion of
the firat decade of the 20th century. ’

A bottle fragment recovered from Stratum I included a portion of
the trade mark of Curtice Brothers in Rochester New York. A
advertigement in the Rochester directories for 1900 and 1910
indicatea that the company, which packaged canned goods,
preserves, soup and tomato ketchup, was in business since 1868
and wase incorporated in 1887. These data are coneistent with
deposition of this artifact in the cistern during the turn-of-
the-century periad.

The different nature of the stratum I s0il matrix than that which
constitutes stratum II suggests the poesibility that the former
stratum was deposited after Stratum II. The latter stratum may
represent a primary refuse deposit, with stratum I being
additional fill deposited at a later date. The artifacts
recovered from stratum II did not include any precisely dateable
artifacts. However, the general appearance of the artifacts
recovered, including an entire unembosased bottle and another
bottle neck fragment, both of which have a hand-finished neck, is
consistent with deposition in the same general turn-of-the
century period as the artifacts recovered from stratum I.

The results of the archaeological documentary study (Pickman
1994:24) indicate that the first water main was laid in Grove
Hill Place (the present 160th Street) between 1900 and 190S. The
artifacts recovered from Feature 1 would appear to be consistent
with deposition during this period, after the cistern was no
longer needed to provide a water supply to the residents of lot
15.

2. Feature 2 and Test Unit A

As noted in the discussion of BHTR 2, an intact portion of a
second feature, designated as Feature 2, was noted in the
northern profile of this backhoe trench. The feature was located
in the southeastern corner of the Lot 15 backyard area. A profile
draving of the feature as it appeared in the backhoe trench wall
is shown in Figure 4.

After the rubble overlying the feature was removed, it appeared
to be rectangular in plan (see Plate 12), with an east-west inner
diameter of approximately two feet. However, its exact shape is
uncertain without further examination since the upper portion of
the feature may have been di=sturbed.

The upper surface of the feature was only slightly lower than the
elevation of the stone slab overlying Feature 1. This suggests
that the feature had not been subgtantially truncated and its
existing surface apparently represents the approximate level of
the backyard area during the period of occupation of building 1S5.
Thie backyard surface may be represented by the stratum of dark
brovn sandy silt noted west of the pit dug to install the
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feature. This possible backyard surface is indicated as stratum 9
on Figure 4. This astratum alsc was noted at other locations in
the north profile of BHTR 2 and the southern portion of the east
profile of BHTR 1.

Feature 2 appeared to represent a shallow pit (approximately
three feet deep) lined with a single thicknesas of stones laid in
a matrix of the same dark brown sandy 2ilt which representsa the
"backyard surface. "

The feature depo=ite were tested by the excavation of a small
test unit, designated as unit A, adjacent to the hackhoe trench
wall. The unit extended some gixteen inches north of the BHTR 2
profile. The profile of the feature after excavation of this unit
is shovwn in Plate 14. The test was planned as a one foot gquare
unit. However, because of the collapee of the loose cinder which
canstituted the major portion of the matrix within the feature it
wag necessary to expand the upper portion of the test to extend
acroes the full two foot width of the feature deposit. After
excavation of the upper portion of the test, the walls of the
test unit were sufficiently stable sa that the width of the test
could be reduced to one foot for the excavation of the two lower
strata within the Feature.

The first excavated stratum within the feature (catalag #17)
extended to a depth of mome 4 1/2 - 7 inches below the feature
surface. It consisted of a matrix of dark brown silty esand with
pebbles and gravel. Examination of the feature profile (Figure 4)
suggests that this upper portion of the feature had undergone
some disturbance, most likely during structural demolition on
this lot. This disturbance appears to have resulted in the
displacement of a portion of the feature wall as noted in the
profile. However, most of the artifacts recovered from stratum I
were probably present within the feature prior to any such
disturbance. Several glass and ceramic sherds appear to derive
from the same vessels as those recovered from the lower strata.

The second excavated sgtratum (catalog #18) appears only as a lens
in the profile. However, when excavated, this lens was =een to
cover the full extent of the feature interior north of the
location of BHTR 2. The matrix of this stratum, which was =some 3-
7 inches in thickness, consisted of light brown/tan sandy silt
with cinder. This stratum is considered to represent the upper
portion of the undisturbed primary refuse deposits placed within
the feature during the cccupation of building 15. It was followed
by stratum III (catalog #19), 2 1/2 - 7 inches thick, which
consisted of a dark brown sandy silt matrix, also containing a
large amount of cinder.

The following 8 - 9 inch thick stratum, designated as stratum IV
(catalog #20), contained the highest density of cinder. The
matrix consisted mostly af the latter material, mixed with some
dark gray/brown sandy =silt.

The material excavated az stratum V (catalog #21), which was 5 -
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8 inches in thicknesas, also consisted mainly of cinder and ash,
mixed with medium braown sandy silt.

The profile drawing (see alsc Plate 13) suggests that that there
vas a layer of rocks at the base of stratum V, and these were
initially thought to represent a purposely laid "floor" at the
feature base. However, after excavation of unit A, the rockas were
found not to extend acroas the floor of the feature. It ise likely
that during its periad of ume, the feature was open. After it was
no longer needed for its original function, stones from the upper
portion of the feature wall may have fallen to the bottom prior
to the filling of the pit with refuse. This would account for the
presence of the stones at its base.

The material excavated as stratum VI (catalog #22) consisted of a
thin (1/2 - 2 inch thick) band of brown sandy gilt with reddish
brovn sandy silt mottling. This moat likely represents the soil
at the bage of the pit, with the artifacts recovered actually
being depoasited with the overlying cinder deposits. Three geeds
(vild grape) were recovered from soil adhering to the artifacts
recovered from stratum VI. These geeds poesibly derived from
plants present in the environment while the feature was open.

The unexcavated stratum underlying the feature wall, indicated in
the profile drawing (Figure 4) as stratum 7, coneisted of similar
soil as excavated stratum VI, but was sandier than the matrix of

the latter stratum.

The primary refuse deposits deposited in Feature 2 after its
period of use apparently consisted of furnace debris
(coal/cinder/slag) mixed with a high density of domestic and
personal artifacts, including clothing and shoe parts, as well as
faunal remains (g@ee Appendix A, catalog #18-21). The recovery of
geveral artifacts representing toys (e.g. marble, doll leg,
saucer/cup from doll’s tea get) indicates the presence of
children within the family whose refuse is represented in the
deposit. What appear to be doll‘’s tea set ceramic sherds were
also recovered from Feature 1 (gee Appendix A, catalog #3).

While there are differences in the =o0il matrices representing the
four strata which constitute the Feature 2 primary refusge
deposite, the presence of what appear to be fragments of the same
artifacts in the various strata indicate that the material vas
most likely deposited within the feature during the same time
period. ‘

Several artifacts recovered from the deposit provide an

indication of its date of deposition. Fragments of an entire
saucer recovered from gtratum IV (catalog #20) include a maker'’s
mark of the Cartwright Brothers of East Liverpool, Ohio. This mark
is illustrated by Barber (1904), Lehner (1988) and Kovel (1986).
Although the factory was in operation between 1880 and 1927, the
uge of the particular mark present on this veamsel is dated by
Kovel (1986:64) to ca. 1888.
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A porcelain beer battle stopper, alsoc recovered from stratum 1v,
has the trade mark of the John Kress Brewing Co. of New York
City. Accarding to Bull et al. (1984:200) the brewery wasa in
operation under this name between 1884 and 1904. The brewery is
listed in the 1895 New York City directory but is not listed in
the 1911 directory. These data are consistent with the dates
given by Bull. The stopper itaelf was manufactured by Karl Hutter
of New York City. The patent date of April 1, 18393 impressed on
this artifact provides a terminus post quem for its manufacture
and depoeition. Other Hutter stoppers have been recovered from
archaeological excavationzg at the Queens County Farm Museum
(Pickman and Boezach 1994},

Fragments of an entire ironstone bowl wvere recovered from stratum
V (catalog #21). This vessel bears a maker’s mark which includes
a version of the British Royal Arms (used by American as well asg
British potters), with the initials "D.R. " underneath the seal.
Kovel (18S6:26) illustrates a different mark which alsc includes
the initials D.R.. This latter mark is attributed by Kovel to the
East Morrisania China Works of New York City and is dated ca.
1893. Since this 1z a loeal pottery it is considered likely that
the mark on the bowl recovered from Feature 2 was alsoc uged by
this pottery. Barber (1904:83), who illustrates the same mark as
Kovel, states that the East Morrisania China Works wag started on
150th Street by Mr. D. Robitzek. The initials "D.R." apparently
are those of Robitzek. The New York City directory for 1895 lists
"David Robitzek, potter," with a buginess addrese on Kelly Avenue
at the corner of Walter Avenue and home address at 759 Forrest
Avenue. Both addresses are in the vicinity of the Nehemiah s8ite,
with Robitzek’s home address only several blocks away. Lehner
{1988), who also gives a date of ca. 1893 for the East Morrisania
pottery, states that it was no longer in operation in 1513.

The dates noted above indicate deposition of the domestic
deposits in Feature 2 during the turn-of-the century period. This
is also consistent with the general characteristics of most of
the artifacts recovered. Bisque porcelain dolls, for example (leqg
recovered from stratum IV) were popular in the 1890'’g and the
early decades of the 20th century (Fawcett 1947). Decal
decoration on ceramics (stratum II) was used in the 1890's and
into the 20th century (Janowitz 1950).

Three pieces of flexible material wvere recovered from strata III
and IV. This material could be hard rubber or, more likely, some
sort of synthetic material. The first synthetic plastic material,
celluloid, was in general use by the end of the 19th century.
Plastic material manufactured from casein, invented in 1897, was
used to imitate tortoise shell (Dubois 1972). Both of these
materials would have been available during the turn-of-the
century periaod.

The function of Feature 2 during the occupation of lot 15 is
uncertain. It is apparently too shallow to have functioned as a
privy. One possibility is that it was used for cold storage.
However, its structure is different from features encountered on
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other New York City citee dating to the 18th and 19th centuries
to which this function has been attributed (e.g. see Pickman and
Baegch 1995, Rothshild and Pickman 1990)., It is possible that
Feature 2 functioned as a drainage sump. Its probable long,
narrovw shape ig similar to that of Feature 3 (gee below), to
which thia function is attributed.

The artifacts recovered from the domeastic deposits in Feature 2
waould appear to date to the same general period as those in
Feature 1.

B. Lot 17 - Feature 3 and Shovel Test 1

Feature 3 was located approximately five feet south cof the rear
wall of building 17. Its surface (gee Plate 15) waz encountered
some four feet below datum; a comparable, although slightly lower
elevation than that of the features and backyard surface in lot
15, diacussed above. At the top of the feature, its inner
diameter measured some two feet north-south and four feet east-
west.

After the archaeological examination of Feature 3 wvas completed
{see Plates 16-17) its north wall was found to consist of brick,
with dressed stone underlying the its eastern portion. The west
and south walls of the feature, however, consisted of locsely
laid rocks and the east side of the feature did not have a wall.
This portion of the feature consisted merely of the side of the
pit dug teo install the brieck and stone walls noted abave.

The deposits within Feature 3 were tested by the excavation of a
small teat, designated as shovel test 1, which was placed in the
northeastern corner of the feature. At its upper surface the test
measured some 25 by 19 inches.

Three soil strata were recognized during excavation of shovel
test 1. Strata I and II consisted of medium brown sandy silt
mixed with gray brown sandy silt and cinder, while stratum II had
a similar matrix but included brown clayey silt in addition to
the other goil types and cinder. These first two strata extended
to a depth of 21/22 inchea below the top of the brick northern
wall of the feature. The third stratum consisted of
grayish/yellow/brown gilty =zand, also mixed with cinder and slag,
which extended to a depth of thirty inches. At the base of
stratum III, vhat appeared to be a layer of cobbles was noted
which initially was considered to possibly represent a purposely
laid "floor®.

Assesswment of the soil matrices and the artifacts recovered
indicate that the material within Feature 3 was deposited during
demolition activities on let 17. Unlike Features 1 and 2,
encountered in lot 15, Feature 3 did not appear to contain
primary refuse deposits assoclated with the 19th - early 20th
century occupation of building 17. The material excavated
contained a coneiderable amount of brick fragments and
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coal/cinder/alag, moat of which was discarded in the field, and
only a low denasity of domestic artifacts and faunal material (see
Appendix A, catalog #6-8). Therefore it was decided to remove the
remaining deposits within Feature 3 to the level of the cobbles
exposed at the base of stratum III in order to further explore
the atructure of the feature and to determine whether the feature
walls and deposits extended to greater depths.

After removal of the averlying deposits, the material at the base
of stratum III appeared to consist of cobbles as well as brick
fragmentse impressed into the underlying scil, rather than a laid
floor. In addition, it was noted that the southern and western
rock walls of the feature sloped inward, so that the inner
dimensions of the feature at the base of stratum IITI measured
only soeme 19 by 32 inches.

A shovel test, designated as shovel test Ia, was continued
downward through the brick and cobble deposit into the underlying
tan/rust slightly silty sand (designated as Stratum IV). This
stratum was tested to a depth of 44 inches belov the top of the
north wall of the Feature. With the exception of a single piece
of corroded metal from the top of the etratum, no artifacts were
recovered. Probing of the walls of shovel test Ia, as well as the
base of stratum III elsewhere within the feature, indicated that
the feature walls ended at the base of stratum III.

Examination of the north wall of the feature indicated what
appeared to be a "plug" of concrete within a hole in this wall
(see Plate 17). It is considered likely that a pipe originally
entered the feature at this locaticen, and that the feature may
have functioned as a drainage sump. After the pipe was removed,
the Zzasiurs m:y “ave remained open and continued to provide
drainage for the backyard surface.

The recovery of a "modern” electrical outlet from the uppermost
deposits of the feature sguggests that it may not have been filled
in until the building demclition which preceded the construction
of the school playground in the mid-20th century.

At least one artifact recovered from Feature 3 may have been
associated with the building constructed on lot 17 in the latter
portion of the 19th century. This is a large decorated glazed
ceramic tile which contains the nameg of both the manufacturer
and the importer (see Appendix A, catalog #9). Decorated colored
clay "encaustic tiles" were manufactured by the Minton Company in
Stoke-on-Trent, England at as early as the mid-20th century. The
collection of the New York Public Library contains a pattern book
of these tiles dating to 1845. The importer, T. Aspinwall, is
listed in the 1890 New York City directory. However, Aspinwall is
not listed in directories dating to 1895 and later.
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C. Lot 16 - Feature 4 and Shovel Test 2
As noted in the previous chapter, a feature was uncovered in the
backyard area of lot 16 which had been truncated by the
construction of a ca. 1923 -1952 extension to the building 16
basement. This feature (Feature 4) was located in the rear
portion af the lot 16 backyard area. The surfece of the remaining
portion of the feature was encountered some nine feet below the
glte datum (elevation aof Trinity Avenue curb and school
playground). The material overlying approximately half of this
truncated feature was removed during the excavation of BHTR 4.

Feature 4 appeared to be circular, with dry-laid stone walls. Its
estimated cuter diameter was some five feet with an estimated
inner diameter of some three feet (see Plate 18).

The depogits within Feature 4 were tested by the excavation of 2
unit designated as shovel test 2. This test measured
approximately one by 1 1/2 feet and adjoined the stone wall of
the feature. Excavation of the test, as well az a test hole
excavated adjacent to the exterior of the feature vall indicated
that only the lowermost 21 inches of this feature remained intact
(see Plate 19).

The uppermost fourteen inches of the deposits within the
truncated feature consisted of gray clayey silt mottled between
3-14 inches with tan/ruast colored sand (stratum I). This material
wag nearly culturally sterile. The only artifacts recaovered were
a fragment of a slate pencil and a small piece of glass. This
stratum was followed by three inches of tan sand mottled with
gray clayey silt and rust sand, with lenses of tan clayey silt
(gtratum II). Stratum IIY, which represented the basal portion
of the feature deposits consisted of some four inches of light
tan very sandy 2ilt with some rust mottling and containing pieces
of schist. No artifacts were recovered from strata II or IIIX.

The base of the stone wall of Feature 4 was encountered at the
baze of stratum III. The underlying tan fine-wedium sand was
noted both inside the feature in shovel test 2 and in the test
hole exterior to the feature. This represents the naturally
occcurring subsoil at this location and depth.

The base of Feature 4, at nearly 11 feet below the present
surface, would have been some 7 1/2 feet beneath the assumed 19th
and early 20th century backyard surface (see discussion of lot 15
and assocliated features). It is possible that Feature 4
represents the remains of a well. Water was noted geeping into
the test hole exterior to the feature at a depth slightly below
the base of the feature wall. However, it is possible that the
water table may have been higher during the latter portion of the
19th century.
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1. Features R1l, Rla and R2
Two "rock features" (designated R1 and R2 on Figure 3 - see also
Plates 2 and 3) were encountered during the course of the
excavation of BHTR 1. The two features were scome 20 feet apart
and traversed the trench in an east-weat direction.

At the elevation at which these two features were first
encountered, approximately seven feet below datum, they appeared
to be same 3 - 3 1/2 feet in width. However, the uppermost rocks
of these features vere loose and easily dislodged by the backhoe.
These upper portions appeared toc consist of a loase "jumble" of
rocks, rather than a dry-laid wall. Both features (Rl and R2)
appeared to continue westward beneath the base of foundation
walls W13 and W14, respectively. Feature R2 also appeared to
extend eastward beneath the base of the foundation wall of the
building 15 extension (WlSext).

Some additional examination of feature Rl was conducted and the
profile of the feature in the west wall of BHTR 1, beneath the
base of W13, was examined (see Plate 20). Removal of the
uppermost loose rocks in this feature revealed a lower course of
large rocks at an elevation of some 8 1/2 feet below datum (ca. 1
1/2 feet below the top of the feature). The feature at this point
wvas narrower (21 inches at the point measured) than the looser
rocks at the top of the feature. The basal stones of the feature
appeared to have been installed within a shallow trench dug
through a stratum of black/brown silty clay which apparently
represents the remains of a former ground surface, and an
underlying stratum of yellow and gray silty clay which probably
represents a natural subsoil deposit. It should be noted that the
"surficial stratum" was also noted in the profiles of BHTR 8
(although it appeared to have a a slightly lower clay content in
the latter location) as well as in the profiles of backhoe
trenches 4, 6 and 10 (see belaow).

The trench dug to install the rocks of Feature R1 appears to have
been backfilled with a mixture of the overlying black brown silty
clay and dark gray silty clay (see Plate 20). A second trench,
filled with lighter gray silty clay mottled with rust/orange
silty clay, appears to have been cut through the deposits
representing the original surface and the trench dug to install
the feature. This second trench appears to have been excavated to
remove the upper portion of the rock feature. The black/braown
"surficial" layer, as well as the trench deposits, are overlain
by approximately two inches of coarse tan/orange sand. This
represents fill deposited prior to, or in association with, the
construction of wall W13. A similar stratigraphic sequence,
although not formally recorded, was observed in association with
Feature R2Z2.

It i=s possible that the upper portion of Features Rl and R2 were
removed at the time that buildings 13 and 14 were constructed and
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the trench excavated to remove the feature rocks backfilled with
loose stones and the mottled gray silty clay.

Feature R1 continued eastward into the easgstern profile aof BHTRI.
Several artifacts were found in association with the upper
portion of the feature while exploring the rocks in BHTR 1 and
it=s eastern profile. One of these is a ceramic sherd which
includes a portion of a maker'’s mark which appears to be similar
to one attributed to Frederick Christian Greiner and Sons and
dated to the period 1894 - 1936 (Kovel 1986: 132 - mark I}. If
the attribution of this mark 18 correct it may suggest that at
least some of the artifacts recovered during the clearing of
features Rl and R2 (see Appendix A, catalog #24 and #25) were
agssociated with further disturbances to these features
subsequent to the initial removal of their upper porticns. Such
later disturbances could have been associated with the
congstruction of walls WlS5ext and W12.

To further explore R1 we subsequently enlarged the western
portion of BHTR 2 several feet to the north. This exposed R1 far
a distance of some 18 feet east of wall W13, and the feature
appeared to continue east of this point (gee Plates 21 and 22).
At approximately 13 feet north of W13 a large rock "slab"
(Feature Rla) adjoined the eastern side of Feature R1, extending
beneath the stone foundation wall (W12) of building 12 (see Plate
22).

2. Feature R3
A third "rock feature", designated R3, was encountered at the
base of BHTR 6 in lot 17. Loose stones, similar to those in the
upper portionse cf Rl and R2 were removed by the backhoe, exposing
the lowest course of the feature, which consisted of large stones
(see Plate 23) such as those noted at the base of R1. The basal
portion of Feature R3, however, wvas at a higher elevation,
approximately six feet below datum, than that of R1l, which was
some 8 1/2 feet below datum. The basal portion of R3 also
appeared to be wider (some three feet in width) than the
corresponding portion of R1.

Profiles of BHTR 6 in the vicinity of R3 are shown in Plates 24
and 25. As with Feature Ri, discussed above, Feature R3 appears
to have been constructed within a trench excavated through a
stratum of dark brown silt, possibly representing a former ground
surface. The stratum would appear to correspond to the surficial
stratum noted in the discussion of R1, although it is at a higher
elevation at the location of BHTR 6. The disturbance visible
above the feature apparently represents a second trench, similar
to that assoclated with Feature R1l, which was excavated through
the adjacent fill to remove the upper portion of Feature R3.

It should be noted that in the east profile of BHTR 4, aligned

with R3 (see Plate 26), we noted the cutline of a trench
excavated though fill depogits (gee Plate 26). The location of
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thie trench waas approximately aligned with feature R3 as expased
in BHTR 6. This trench was filled with rocks, analogoug to the
loose rocks overlying the base of R1l, R2 and R3. However, the
base of the trench did not contain large rocks such as those
found at the base of the rock features. The base of the trench
noted in the east wall of BHTR 4 waa some eight feet below datum,
however, lower than the elevation of the remaining portion of R3.
Thua if the trench wag, 1in fact, excavated to remove a westward
extension of R3, it would have resulted in the disturbance of the
entire feature, including its lowest portion, at the location of
BHTR 4.

3. Discussion of Stratigraphy and Rock Features
The interpretation of the stratigraphic sequence on the portion
of the Nehemiah project site which was subjected te
archaeological testing should be considered tentative. This is
due to the limited amount of examination possible given the depth
at which the deposits were encountered and the primary test
objective of locating artifact-bearing features, as well as time
congtraints.

It would appear that prior to the construction of the buildings
on lots 13-15 in 1877, the ground surface was represented by the
dark brown/black clayey silt layers noted at a depth of
approximately seven feet feet below the gite datum in backhoe
trench 1 and the western portion of backhoe trench 2, at 6 - 6
1/2 feet in backhoe trenches 4 and 8 and at some five feet in
backhoe trenches 6 and 10. These elevatiocns indicate that the
land within the project site generally sloped upward tc the east
and south.

Shallov trenches were dug through this "surficial" layer into the
underlying subsoil, and the base of rock features R1 - R3 were
ingtalled. These features were probably at least partially
demolished by the construction of the 1877 buildings. However,
portions of the rock features may have remained intact after
construction of the building walls. In lots 15-17, some 1 - 3 1/2
feet of f111 was then deposited over the remains of the original
ground surface and around the remains of the rock features. A
trench subsequently was dug through this £fill to remove the
remaining upper portions of the rock features, most likely prior
to the occupation of the 1877 buildings.

The surface of the backyards of the ca. 1877 buildings developed
at the top of the underlying fill deposits. The deposits
overlying the backyard surface, constituting the uppermost ca. 3
1/2 feet of the stratigraphic sequence, represent demolition
debris deposited when the buildings were razed and the school
playground constructed in the middle portion of the 20th century.

Some of the rocks removed from features R1 - R3 were apparently

backfilled into the trenches dug to remove the features,
accounting for the loose rocks encountered during the backhoe
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trenching and clearing. Thus the upper portions of R1 - R3 asg
encountered in the field probably actually represents material
within the intrusive trenches excavated to remove the original
features,

One possibility which has been considered was that the the rock
features represent low "walls" built to mark the boundaries
between the Grove Hill subdivision lots. However the patterning
of the walls would not appear to support this as they doc not
appear to follov these lot boundaries. However, it is possible
that they mark the boundaries between earlier divisions of
agricultural fields.

It is also possible that the "rock features" represent hitherto
undocumented structures. In this regard it is interesting to note
that the 1879 Bromley map appears to show a different
configuration of structures on lots 13-17 than that shown on the
ca. 1880’s and later maps (zee Appendix B). These later maps are
conaistent with the data contained in the deeds and tax records
which reflect the 1876 acquisition of the property by Peter
Decker, the 1877 construction of buildings by Decker and the
subsequent subdivision of the property. At the time the
documentary research was conducted it was assumed that the 1879
Bromley map was in error. This conclusion appeared to be
supported by the fact that one of the Grove Hill subdivision lots
appears to have been omitted from the latter map. However, it ig
possible that the 1879 map reflects the pregence of a
configuration of structures pregent on the eite prior to Peter
Decker'’s 1876 acquizsition of the Property, rather than thoge
actually present when the map was drawn.

Although the configuration of the rock features and their
locations with respect to the lot boundaries do not exactly
correspond with the location of the structures ghown on the
Bromley map, the lower portions of rock features Rl - R3 may
represent the bases of the supporting walls for these structures.
The shallow depth of the bases of R1-R3 beneath the original
surface would suggest that such structures may have been open or
semi-open "sheds" with wooden sides supported on bases formed by
Rl - R3. The fact that the Bromley map appears to be inaccurate
in other respects would be consistent with the differences
betveen the location of the structures shown on this map and the
observed configuration of Features Rl - R3.



IV. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

At the conclusion of the archaeological field testing of the
Nehemiah project site, an interim report wasg prepared and
submitted to the New York City Department of Housing Preservation
and Development and the Landmarks Preservation Commission. A copy
cf the interim report is included here as Appendix C.

The interim report, based on field obgervations, concluded that

The deposits encountered within Features 1 and 2, located in
lot 15 would appear to represent gignificant deposits
according to ...[the National Register of Historical Places
eligibility criterial....The preliminary testing indicates
that they contain material which would permit research
questions to be addressed which pertain to local daily life
in the turn-of-the- century period, as well as contributing
to a research base which permits comparisons among depasits
recovered from various sites in the New York City area.

The interim report discussed several research areas which could
be addressed hy an analysis of material contained within Features
1 and 2 (see Appendix C).

The interim report recommended that

the adverse impacts of construction on the gignificant
archaeological deposits contained within Features 1 and 2 be
mitigated through the conduct of data recovery excavations,
analysis of excavated material, and preparation of a data
recovery report.

The more complete analysis included in the present report
supports the conclusions and recommendations presented in the
interim report. We therefore recommend that data recavery
excavations be coanducted according to the scope-of-work included
in the interim report (=ee Appendix C).
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APPENDIX A

TEST STRATIGRAPHY AND ARTIFACT INVENTORY



Catalog Number: 1

Feature:

Artifacts Recovered While Clearing Rubble Overlying Feature Deposit

pcs
pc
pc

=N

= N e
ko)
Ly
o

Artifact

whiteware/ironastone

vhiteware/ironstone
porcelain

porcelain
red earthenvare
bottle base

bottle base

bottle neck

bottle neck

bottle glass
burned glass
metal (iron) rod
nail fragment
mortar

hard shell clam

bird bone
mammal bone

Description

—— ——— —————— T e i . il . e . S ————— Y ——

includes gide, rim and part of base of

bovl, trace of molded design
undecorated

wavy rim, wvhite with molded decoration
interior

trace blue underglaze painted
decoration

unglazed

aqua, part of side and base, mold =seam

up sides and around circumference abave
base

clear, portion of base and side, mold
seam around circumference above base,
trace embossed lettering

Catalog Number: 2

Feature:
Stratum:

Stratum Description:

Stones,

Crumbly Mortar Mixed with Brown Sandy Silt,
Brick Rubble and Pebbles

clear, mold seam visible, probably from
large soda/beer type bottle
neck and lip from medicine bottle, mold
seam ends 1/2" below lip, lip
separately applied
1l clear with mold seam, 1 aqua
clear, partially melted
1/4 diameter, pc. 5" long (possibly
fragment of large nail)
vire
4.0 gms
{vith adhering pc corroded metal),
total wt. 14.0 gms
3.7 gme
19.1 gms

Unit: Shovel Test 3

Opening Depths (in.)Y: 2.0/6.0

Closing Depths (in.): 7.0/8.0

with



S e e i T T T W S sk o S T ——— i " S S o

——————— — ———— i e v

pc

pc

gm pcs
j=1=]
sherd

sherds

sherds

sherd

pcs
pce
pPc

pcs

S5 pcs

FNNWE

|

pcs
pcs
pcs
pe

pc

pcs

wvhole bottle

bottle glass

bottle glass

bottle glass

bottle glass
bottle glass
porcelain

porcelain

salt glazed stoneware

ironstone

flat glass
mammal bone
corroded metal

mortar

red brick

nails/fragments
coal/cinder/slag
mammal bone

bird bone

wire

stone

stone

clear glasa, height 7 3/16", base
diameter 2 3/8", rim diameter 1", metal
ring around baee of lip for attachment
of porcelain stopper, mold seam to base
of ring, not on 3/4" high lip. Emboased
on silide of bottle "BRUCKNER BRCOS. /664
TO 670/E. 161st St. N.Y./REGISTERED".
Intertwined "BB" (trade mark) on

neck of bottle.

clear, possibly from neck of large,
flat topped container, possibly with
pouring spout (broken off)

from side of milk bottle, embassed
figure of covw and portion of trade mark
"...EECK/LEONIA, N.J."

embossed vertical lines and trade mark

in circular medallion "CURTICE
BRO(S?)/ROCHEST... "
1 aqua, 1 amber, 1 clear

from neck and 1ip of narrow neck bottle

undecorated, from rim of cup, handle
broken off

1 with trace overglaze painted
polychrome floral decoration, 1 with

trace exterior molded grooves

gray body, clear salt glaze exterior,
dark brown =lip interior

brown glaze interior and exterior,
trace of additional mottled brown and
vhite glazed applique piece added
exterior

1 clear, 1 green tinted

cut, 40.2 gms

with pc. adhering fabric and

cinder, total wt. 40.1 gm

79.5 gms {(sample), probably from
interior facing of cistern, additional
pieces discarded in field

124.1 gms (sample}), additional small
pieces discarded in field

6 wire, 1 cut, 3 unidentified

101.6 gms

9.0 gms=

0.3 gms

copper alloy, 1/32"
approximately 2 1/2°"
apparently cut stone
354.7 gms

schist, unmodified,
corroded metal

diameter,
length
(schi=t?),

with adhering pcs

A-2



corraoded metal with adhering pc wood (3.8 gma),
additional pes corroded metal discarded
in field

vood ‘ 253.5 gma, 1 with traces adhering paint,

(sample) additional pieces wood
digcarded in field.

——— ————— i, e

—— S A S ey T — ——— g e T S T —

T ) S e L L o e S . e i . . D i i e e o o e e S S e S ok e e . o S o o . o . e

Cataleog Number: 3

Feature: 1
Stratum: I

Unit: Shovel Test 3
Ia Opening Depths (in.): 7.0/8.0
Closing Depths (in.): 18.0/21.0

Stratum Description: Lenses of Gray/Brown Sandy Silt Mixed with Wood

4 sherds

} sherd
& sherds

1 sherd

sherd
sherds
sherd
sherds

B ) e

wn

gherds

and Corroded Metal (Pocket of Cinder in Northwest
Portiaon of Test at 16 1/2%")

L L L S L Sl S S W D S it T P W S S s b T T —(— o T W T S T ! S S e . S T e S S . . o S S i

T — — — Ly — —————— — —— ———— T ——————S— " Wi W T e ok ———— iy

porcelain 3 with molded decoration, 2 of
these with gold line
painted overglaze around rim, 2
undecerated

porcelain 2 with molded deceration (1 of these
from small cup, possibly from child’s
toy (doll’s tea set)

porcelain bisque (possibly burned)

vhiteware/ironstone 1 with trace green painted decoration;
S undecorated, 1 of the=se from plate
with wavy rim

vhiteware/ironstone bage from jar or "urn®*, ring base,
black line painted u.g. around
circumference of indentation above
bage; base diameter 2 3/4", wear marke
on base, no maker’s mark

wvhiteware/ironstone mustard colored glaze exterior

vhiteware/ironstone undecorated (1 burned)

salt glazed stoneware gray body, brown slip interior

red earthenwvare unglazed and undecorated {(from
flowerpot)

red earthenware unglazed, 2 sherds mend, exterior has

molded decoration and traces of green
and white paint (probably from
decorative flowerpot), 1 sherd from
base, estimated diameter ca. 4 1/2 - 5
inches

bottle clear glass, 1 9/16" square, height 4
5/8", rim diameter 1 3/16"; mold seam
ends 3/16"™ below lip, cork in bottle
neck, metal rod through cork, broken
off pc of rod with attached fabric?
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1 1g pc
2 pcs

1 pc
20 sm pcs
1 pc
1 pc
1l pc

10 pes

1l pc

S pcs

3 pcs
1l pc
10 sm pcs

13 pecs
9 sm pcs

bottle neck

pcs bottle glass

bottle glass
bottle glass

bottle gla=ss
curved glass
lamp glass

table glass
table glass

flat glass
buttons

bone disk

shoe leather

shoe leather
leather
leather
fabric
leather/fabric
wvooden knobs
wooden knob

wood/metal "knob"

woad

"applicator" remaine in bottle, black
residue within bottle, apparently
bottle for shoe polish or dye

clear, narrow neck, 1/2" diameter,
rectangular portion of neck begins 1/2%
below lip, mold seam on this peortion
but not aon round portion of neck,
separately applied 1lip, molded
horizontal grooves around neck below
rectangular portion, possaibly from a
sauce or condiment bottle

amber, includes base from soda/beer
bottle, 2 5/8" diameter, 3 pcs with
traces emboased lettering

dark green from =ide of bottle

aqua, 1 from portion of base and side
of beer/soda bottle, portion of
embossed trade mark and address "....4
W. l1l6(s8%)y/...N.Y.", 1 pc w. trace
embossed lettering "...MAN..."

clear, trace of embossed lettering

& aqua, 2 dark green, 10 clear,

clear

clear, base and part of sides of
drinking glass (tumbler), base diameter
2 571"

green tinted, rim of large tumbler,
est. diameter 3"

2 clear, 8 green tinted

vhite glass, four holes; diameters
7/16", 1/2", S/16"

fragment of disk with central hole,
probably decorative disk to be sewn on
clothing, estimated diameter 1 1/4"
from woman’s shoe, length 8 1/4", 1"
high heel; total weight 191.5 gms
portion of uppers with grommets and
also four metal "hooks" to hold laces
at top

32.6 gmse; includes 1 pc from heel and 1
from tongue

4.6 gms, 6 1/2" long, width 1 7/1e6",
with three holes, probably from leather
belt

11.1 gms

40.6 gms

1.6 gms (dried)

diameter 7/8", probably furniture part
1l with decorative grooves around
circumference

oval, 1 1/4 x 3/4", vertical vooden peg
or metal shaft, probably furniture part
pc. wood around metal shaft, possibly
furniture part, diameter ca. 1/2"
possible furniture part, rectanguloid,
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1 pc vood

2 pca lead strips
1 pc cut atone

6 pcs red brick

3 pes mortar

7 sm pcs mortar/plaster
102 pcs coal/cinder/slag

Pcs corroded metal
4 pcs copper alloy

3 pcs= wire

16 nails/fragments
2 pcs corraded metal tube
85 pc= wood

3 pc= charrzs. wood

1 pc vood

1l whole hard shell clam
3 =zm pcs hard shell clam
4 pcs oyster shell

18 pcs mammal bone

S pcs bird bone

3 pes mica

1 mass blue dye

Catalog Number: 4
Feature: 1
Stratum: IIb

Stratum Description:

Same as Ila

ca. 1 1/8" wide, hole in end with small
nail (hole for attachment of emall
"knob"?) trace copper staining on end
"bowling pin" shaped, poseibly
decorative post from furniture, width
of top 9/16", body ca. 1/2" x 3/8"
poaaibly window caming, 1 pc ca. 1/16"
wide, total wt. 2.3 gms.

possibly marble, 7/8" thick x 3 1/2" x
3" {(broken), 423.2 gma

275.7 gm

54.3 gms, probably from inner facing of
cistern

3l.6 gms (1 pc with hrick impression)
308.2 gms (sample) additicnal small
pleces and all pes. from cinder pocket
discarded in field

601.0 gms, includes other material
imbedded in corrosion products (sample,
additional pcs. discarded in field)

l with traces gstamped decoration, 1
round with heole in center

capper or copper alloy, 1/32" diameter,
bent, largest pc estimated 20" long
diameter

7 cut, 8 wire, 1 unidentified

ca 1/4" diameter

247.8 gms (lgst pc 3/4" x 3/4™ x 7"; 1
pc with trace blue dye adhering, 2 pcs
wvith traces white paint) (sample,
additional pes. discarded in field)
4.3 gms

cut with 2 embedded nails (18.0

gms)

both valves present, 104.7 gms

6.6 gms

inc. 1 whole valve, total wt. 89.9 gms
159.9 gms, 6 pcs with cut marks, 1 pc
calcined (inc. rib, vertebra, and long
bone fragments, 3 from large mammal)
3.6 gms {2 possibly rodent bone}
probably of natural origin

mass of bright blue substance (probably
dye) and adhering so0il (total wt. S51.0
gms)

et k. . e e T — ———— ——— — T ———— ——— —— ———

Unit: Shovel Test 3
Opening Depths (in.): 18.0/21.0
€Closing Depths (in.}): 20.0/21.0



e WA S s ey Sl o s s B L e S S S . e S S U —? . — ——— T " AT S o i Ty o T T S AR D S S R T S M S S ———— T T — —— v —

Quantity Artifact

1l pc table glass

2 sherds whiteware/ironstone
3 buttons

1l pc bird bone

1 pec mortar

4 nail fragments

23 sm pcs coal/cinder/slag

15 pecs wood

1 pc ferrous metal container
2 pcs corroded metal

2 pcs mortar

Pes corroded metal

e S e Ly e e e e e R R T ——— T — —— ek Sy . T T —

Catalog Number: S

Feature: 1
Stratum: I

Stratum Description:

II

from large tumbler, green tinted,
bubbles in glass

undecorated, from side and base of
saucer {(sherd=z mend)

wvhite, glass, four holes, 3/8" diameter
from large bird (possibly turkey) 21.0
gms

20.6 gms, probably from cistern facing
or floor

1l cut, 1 wire, 2 unidentified type

35.3 gms.

1 lg and 14 -smaller pcs (total wt.

18.4 gm=}

from corroded base of can? estimated
diameter ca. 4", adhering to metal by
corrosion products is glass button,
white, four holes, 1/2" diameter (total
wt. 193.0 gme)

adhering to metal is blue substance
(dye?), total wt 193.8 gms.

flat, possibly from facing or floor of
cistern, with adhering blue dye similar
to above (total wt. 50.7 gms)

total wt. 222.9 gms

Gray Clayey

——— — e o — ——

Unit: Shovel Test 3
Opening Depths (in.): 20.0/2%:.0
Cloging Depthes (in.): 21.0/22.0

Silt (Only Adjacent to Feature Wall)

20.9 gms (includea adhering soil)
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Catalog Number: &

Feature: 3 Unit: Shovel Test 1

Stratum: I Opening Depths (in.): 0.0/0.0
Closing Depths (in.): 8.0/12.0

Stratum Description: Medium Brown Sandy Silt Mixed with Gray/Brown
Sandy Silt and Cinder

Quantity Artifact Description

1 electrical outlet plastic, mwetal and copper, 2 sockets

1 sherd red earthenwvare unglazed {from flowerpot rim)

2 pcs flat glass clear

1 pc leather 1.5 gmae, with attached copper alloy
(brags?) hook for lace fastening

1 hoaok copper alley, for lace fastening,
similar to above

2 sm pcs leather 0.2 gms

5 pe= red brick 11.3 gms (sample, additional pcs.
discarded in field)

3 nail fragments corroded, unidentified type

2 pcs corroded metal 17.2 gme (sample, additional pcs.
discarded in field)

2 pcs unidentified material 1.3 gms (possibly burnt marine shell)

Pcs coal/cinder/slag 206.0 gme (sample, additiocnal pcs.

discarded in field}

Catalog Number: 7

Feature: 3 Unit: Shovel Test 1

Stratum: II Opening Depths (in.): 8.0/12.0
Closing Depths (in.): 21.0/22.0

Stratum Description: Medium Brown Sandy Silt Mixed with Gray/Brown
Sandy Silt, Brown Sandy Silt and Cinder

Quantity Artifact Deacription

1 drawer pull porcelain, large drawer pull or
posaibly a small door knob, diameter
1 374"

1 lead bar curved into roughly an "S" shape,
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1 comb tooth

1 am pc wvhite porcelain
1 sherd red earthenwvare
S m pcas brick

1l sm pc martar

2 nail fragments

1 pec iron rod

1 pec schist

S pcs corroded iron

1 pc unidentified material
Pecse coal/cinder/slag

11 sm pcs mammal bone

approximately 5" long if etraight.
Posaibly a handle, but "dents" on bar
suggest 1t was used to strike another
object.

hard rubber,
amall chip
unglazed
44.2 gme (sample, additionel pcs.
discarded in field)

4.7 gma

unidentified type

4 3/4™ long, possibly fragment of lg
nail

possibkly pc of cut building stone,
thick, 260 gms.

i1 1g and 4 em pcs, total wt.
(gample, additional pcs.
field)

probably burnt clam shell, wt. 0.7 gms
256.7 gme (sample, additional pcs.
digcarded in field)

18.3 gmg, 1 pc from rib with cut marks,
2 pcs calcined

ca. 15/16" long

7/8"

158. 2 gms.
discarded in

Catalog Number: 8
Feature: 3
Stratum: III

Unit: Shovel Test 1
Opening Depths (in.):
Closing Depths (in. }:

21.0/22.0
30.0/30.0

Stratum Description: Gray/Yellow/Brown Silty Sand Mixed with Cinder/Slag

Quantity Artifact

1 sherd porcelain

2 sherds whiteware/iron=stone
1 sherd red earthenwvare

1 sherd red earthenwvare

1 sherd flat glass

7 nails/fragments

4 sm pce corroded metal

2 sm pce brick

mammal bone
coal/cinder/slag

5 em pcs
Pcs

——— e ket e e T T ———— — ——

probably from draver pull similar to
cat. #7

undecorated

basgal sherd from crock/jar brown glaze
interior, brown slip exterior
unglazed

clear

unidentified type

1t.6 gms (sample, additional pcs.
discarded in field)

31.8 gme (sample, additionzl pcs.
discarded in field)

9.4 gms, 3 pceE calcined

284.4 gms (sample, additional pes.
discarded in field}
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Catalog Number: 9

Feature: 3

Stratum: I and II Opening Deptha {in.): 0.0
Closing Depths {(in.): 21.0/22.0

Stratum Description: Artifacts Recovered While Clearing Deposit from
Western Portion of Feature
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2 pcs ceramic tile mend to form most of decorated
earthenware ceramic tile, decorated
side with blue glaze and black and
brown slips "ENCAUSTIC TILE
PAVEMENTS/ROBERT MINTON TAYLOR/AGENT/T.
ASPINWALL/NEW YORK". On undecorated
back eof tile, impressed "ROBERT MINTON
TAYLOR/TILE WORKS/FENTON/NEAR/STOKE-ON-

TRENT

b door knob vhite porcelain door knob or large
drawer pull, 1 3/4" diameter

2 sherds whitewvare/ironstone plain white

1 collar stud graoved face (1/2" diameter), synthetic
material (plastic?)

1 pc glass clear, possibly table glass

1 pc flat (window) glass green tint

1 iron spike 6" long, corroded

2 nalls unidentified, corroded (1 probably cut,
l probably wire)

1 lg mass corroded iron/cinder 196.1 gms

3 pcs mammal bone 27.1 gms (1 pc calcined; 1 1lg pc [22.9
gmsl] cut)

Catalog Number: 10
Feature: 3

Stratum: III Opening Depths (in.): 21.0/22.0
Closing Depths (in.): 30.0/30.0

Stratum Description: Artifacts Recovered While Clearing Deposit from
Western Portion of Feature
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Quantity Artifact Description
1 sherd vhiteware undecorated
4 pcs waod 2 1lg pce and 2 smaller fragments

(total wt. 1028.6 gms) wood does not
appear to have been wvworked, probably
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tree branch or trunk fragments
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Catalog Number: 11

Feature: 3 Unit: Shovel Test 1la
Stratum: IV Opening Depths (in.): 30.0
Cloeing Depthe (in.): 44.0
Stratum Description: Tan/Rust Slightly Silty Sand (Cobbles at Top of
Stratum
Quantity Artifact Description
1l pc corroded metal from surface of stratum




Catalog Number: 12
Feature: 4

Stratum Description: Artifactas Recovered While Clearing Surface of
Truncated Feature

Quantity Artifact Description
1 pc bird bone 1.4 gms (fractured during processing
1l pec oyster shell 38.3 gms

Catalog Number: 13

Feature: 4 Unit: Shovel Test 2

Stratum: I Opening Depths (in.): 0.0
Closing Depths (in.): 14.0

Stratum Description: Gray Clayey Silt (0.0/3.0") and Gray Clayey Silt
Mottled with Tan/Rust Sand (3.0/14/0")

Quantity Artifact Description

1 pc elate pencil pointed, diameter 3/16", length of
fragment 1 3/16"

1l pc curved glass agua

1 pc cinderxr 0.5 gme

- ———— ——— ———— —— - ———— ———— e e S

Catalog Number: 14

Feature: 4 Unit: Shovel Tesgt 2

Stratum: II Opening Depths (in.): 14.0
Closing Depths (in.): 17.0

Stratum Description: Tan Sand with Gray Clayey Silt Mottling, Same
Tan/Rust Sand Mottling and Lenses of Tan Clayey
Silt
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Catalog Number: 15

Feature: 4 Unit: Shovel Teast 2
Stratum: III Opening Depths (in.): 17.0
Cleaing Depths (in.): 21.0

Stratum Description: Tan Very Sandy Silt with Some Rust Mottling with
Rocks and Pileces of Schist
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Catalog Kumber: 16
Feature: 4 Unit: Shovel Test 2
Stratum: IV Cpening Depths (in.): 21.0

Cloging Depths (in.): 24,0

Stratum Desecription: Tan Fine-Medium Sand with Some Silt Pockets
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Catalog Number: 17

Feature:
Stratum:

Stratum Description:

Unit: A
Opening Depths (in.): 4.0/s7.5
Closing Depths (in.): 12.0/13.0

Dark Brown Silty Sand with Pebbles and Gravel
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1 sherd

sherd
sherds
sherd

N

sherd
sherds

pc

TRART

pcs

pcs

pcs
pcs

N U N

pcs
pc

- 0

2 pecs

porcelain

porcelain
porcelain

percelain
earthenwvare

vhitevare/ironstone
red earthenware
bottle glasas

bottle glass

bottle neck

bottle gla=ss
bottle glass

bottle glass
medicine dropper

table glass

curved glass
curved glass

flat glass
leather

rim of small plate or saucer, gold
bands painted overglaze
circumferentially, trace underglaze
purple sponged decoraticn

handle from small cup, mclded
decoration

red and gold painted overglaze

burned

vhite/buff bodied, decorated interior
vith tortoiseshell glaze, exterior with
brown, black, green and light brown
palychraome and molded decoration
undecorated

unglazed

clear, from base of large soda or
poasibly milk bottle, maker’s mark on
base "B"; in upper loop of B "T"; in
lowver loop "1/2"; below B, "3"

aqua, trace embossed lettering
"...ING/...YORK/....5.A."

clear, from medicine bottle, mold seam
ends 1/4" below 3/16" high flat lip,
rim diameter 11/16"

clear, one from neck and one from base
aof medicine bottlet(s).

amber, 2 with traces of embossed
lettering

4 aqua, 1 dark green, 1 lime green
clear, curved glass apparently from
small tube, probably medicine dropper
from rim of tumbler, decorated with
fine vertical grooves in
circumferential band 1" below rim
clear

light green, coated with white
material, possibly fused to glass by
burning

green tinted

22.0 gms., 1 pc from shoe sole

with nails
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2 pcs

34
2 pcs

1l 1g pc

gm pc leather
mogsaic floor tile

copper alloy

pc metal

wvood screw
ferrous metal

nalls/fragments
misc. fastener
brick

brick

shingle?

mammal bone
bird bone

bone

bene

hard shell clam
corroded metal masses

Catalog Number:

Feature:
Stratum:

Stratum Desecription:

0.3 gmse
porcelain,
thick
bent pieces, from decorative strip or
fastener, crosa section 1/8" x 1/16",
each piece approximately 1 1/2" long
non ferrous, copper alloy,

adhering corroded iron (3.0 gms)

copper alloy (brass?), length 2"
tubing, 7/16" inner diameter, wire nail
attached to interior by corrosion
products

2 cut, 10 wire, 22 unidentified

ferrous metal (galvanized iron?) 1 pc
has one end flattened, 1/8" x S5/1&6"
with 1/16" diameter hole, round cross
section below flattened part, 2Znd piece
with round cross section probably from
same artifact (total wt. 8.0 gms)
manufacturer’s mark in panel
"(BRYIGHANM", pc 2 1/4" x 3 1/4; 641.9
gms; factory in operation 1899; 13904
(Denoyelles 1982)

15.4 gms

2.4 gms )

veight 10.0 gms, 1 pc calcined

22.3 gms (1 from large bird)

round, diameter 3/4"; 1/4"

bird/rodent, 1 pc calcined (1.4 gms)
1.3 gms, 3 pcs calcined (small
mammal, rodent, bird)

1. 9 gms

793.4 gms (sample) additional

pes. discarded in field

II

coal/cinder/slag 579.8 gms (sample}, most pcs
discarded in field
wood 0.1 gm
18
Unit: A
Opening Depths (in.): 12.0/13.0
Closing Depths (in.): 16.0/19.0

salt glazed staoneware

wvhitevare/ironstone

Light Brown/Tan Sandy Silt with Cinder and Gravel

—— o e e

De=scription

gray body, clear salt glaze exterior,
dark brown slip interior, from rim of
crock

bowl rim, green and purple polychrome

-14



1 sherd

1 sherd

1 sherd

sherd
pcs

N -

pce
pcs
pc

=N

[

24 pcs

4 pcs
1 sm pe
1

l pc

! pc
Pcs

Pcs

porcelain

porcelain

porcelain

red earthenwvare
bottle glass

bottle glass
bottle glass
flat glass
flat glass
butten

grommets

leather

leather

leather

mosaic floor tile
coarse earthenwvare

nails/fragments
whole brick

brick

coal/cinder/slag

corroded metal

mammal bone
bone

painted underglaze design with black
banda (game ag cat. #19)

base of tea cup, gold painted lines
overglaze around base, base diameter 1
3/8"; base of handle present, gold
painted (see handle, cat. #19)

rim sherd, decal decorated overglaze
{possibly hand painted), polychrome
leaf and flower design

rim sherd with trace overglaze painted
and molded design

unglazed

amber, one with embossed lettering
"...50N’S/.,..3rd AVE./...YORK/...RED"
green tinted, embossed lettering
"...THIS BO.../..TO..."

l bright green, 1 clear

3 clear, 4 green tinted

green tinted with trace silver backing
(from mirror)

glass, cream-colored, 4 holes, 7/16"
diameter

brass with outer portion coated with
unidentified material, outer diameter
5/16"; inner diameter 1/8"

shoe parts including heel, sole
fragments, upper fragments with eyelets
and grommets (total weight 223.2 gms
including adhering soil)

1 with tack through it (from shoe),
weight 11.4 gms

0.2 gms (dried)

porcelain, round, 13/16" diameter
vhite bodied, brown glaze exterior,
probably from sewer or drain pipe,
pilece of corroded metal adhering

2 cut, 7 wire, 16 unidentified type

8" x 3 1/2" x 2 3/8"; noc manufacturer’s
mark in panel

37.0 gms

304.1 gms (=zample, additional pce
discarded in field)

139.3 gms, includes masses of corrosion
products (sample, additional pcs
discarded in field

13.2 gms

0.1 gms. (1 pc calcined)

e A gy e . e e f———————— —— T ———— T T . e T T —— ———————

Catalog Number: 19

Feature:
Stratum:

III

Unit: A
Opening Depths (in.): 16.0/19.0
Cloging Depths (in.): 21.0/23.0



Stratum Description:

Dark Brown Sandy Silt with Cinder and Gravel
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S sherds

1 sherd

sherds
sherd

[l ¥ ]

1 sherd

[

sherd
1l sherd

sherds
sherds
pcs

NWW

2 pcs

14 pcs
S pcs=
2 pcs
9 pcs

1 pc

3 pc=

2 pcs=

wvhiteware/ironstone

whiteware/ironatone

vhiteware/ironstcne
porcelain

porcelain
porcelain
porcelain
porcelain

red earthenvare
bottle glass

bottle neck

bettle glass
bottle glass
curved glass
bottle glass

bottle glass
bottle glass

table glass

table glass

lamp glass

mend, from large cup, diameter 3/38",
height 3 1/4", body undecorated, molded
deceoration on handle

polychrome (green and purple) painted
floral decoration underglaze; with
black line bordering painted zone (see
also cat. #18 and #20)

undecorated

undecorated, from base of child’s

toy smaucer {doll’s tea get)

trace of green line painted coverglaze
(possibly from base of gmall toy
saucer listed above)

handle from tea cup, gold painted

from rim of small cup?, gold line
painted overglaze on rim

small undecorated sherds

unglazed

clear, 1 pc from base/side and 1 from
lip/neck/shoulder, probably from =ame
(medicine} bottle, oval base 2 1/8" x 1

1/8", height 6 1/2", mold seam on side
and around circumference abaove base,
mold seam ends 3/16" below 1/2" high
lip with circumferential mold seam at
base of lip, rim diameter S5/8"
clear, from beer/soda bottle,
part of neck,
7/8" high 1lip,

lip and
mold seam ends 1/2" below
rim diameter 7/8"

clear, from bottle rimsg

clear, from side of bottle, trace
embossed lettering

clear

amber (inc. 1 neck fragment)

aqua

light green, ine. 1 lg pc from scda
bottle w. emhossed lettering

"...CO/...YORK/(U).S.A./...IS NEVER
SQLD/...TERED"

clear, base of beer stein, octagonal
sides, diameter ca. 2 3/4", 7/8" high.
"kick up® in base

base and 2 small fragments from tumbler
with molded flutes on sides (5 sets of
S5 flutes geparated by unmolded panels),
bage diameter 2 3/8"

clear
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10 pcs
1 pc

1 pc
13 pes

pcs
pc

-

2 sm pcs

pc
pcC

- b

sm pc
pcs

sm pcs
pcs
pcs
3 pcs

NN S PN

10 pcs

wind-up clock?

button
button

flat glass
unidentified material

wood

wvood

unidentified material
leather

leather (dried)

fabric
non-ferrous metal

iron rings

corroded iron tubing
threaded plug

nail fragments
brick

mortar

wood

charcoal

hard shell clam
mammal bone

bird bone

corraoded iron case with copper alloy
gears 1inside, stem and knob on top for
winding (apring also wvisible in
interior), height 2 1/4", case 1" x
374" {(total wt. 66.0 gms)

glass, white, 4 holes 13/32" diameter
black glass (jet?), 9/16" diameter,
plano-convex cross section, area in
center of convex back where metal loaop
broken off, flat face with beveled
edge, incised design, six lines crass-
hatched

l clear, 9 green tinted

plastic or hard rubber, flexible (ca.
1/64™ thick), folded over, white with
rust-colored staining? (another pc in
cat. # 20)

with copper alloy (brass?) ferrule on
end, diameter of ferrule 5/8", width
3/8"; total length of piece 2"
(possibly part of a handle or from
furniture)

ca. 3/8" x 3/4"; piece 3 1/2" long
with adhering corrosion products; 2
thin non-ferrous metal (lead allay?)
bands 3/32" wide encircle wood 5/8" and
2 7/8" from end (appears to be a handle
- possibly from knife or other utensil)
0.4 gms

shoe parts including tacks =:-d vzzers
with eyelets and hooks, wt. 49.0 gms
probably shoe leather (2 small tacks
through leather)

0.5 gms
(lead?) 5/16" x 5/16™ x 1/4" triangular
cross gection, 3 7/8" long piece, one

end tapered to point, weight 30.9 gms
{undetermined function)
S/16" diameter (1 is 3/16"
other 5/16" wide)

9/16" diameter; ca. 1 1/2" long

copper alloy, threaded plug; wider flat
part 3/4" diameter; threaded portion
1/2" diameter and 3/16" long (similar
but larger plug in cat #20)

23 wire, 2 cut, 34 unidentified

3.3 gms

15.0 gms

0.7 gms

0.2 gms

6£5.6 gnms

includes 1 vertebra and 2 rib
fragments, 1 cut; 2 pcs calcined, total
wt. 38.5 gms

includes 1 1g bird {(turkey?),

wide and the

total wt.

A-17



Pce

Catalog Nu
Feature: 2
Stratum: I

Stratum De

coal/cinder/slag

coarroded metal

mber: 20

v

scription: Cinder,

41.8 gms

1764.6 gms, many pileces (sample,
additionel pcs diacarded in field)
542.1 gme., includes masses of
corrogion products (sample, additional
pca discarded in field)

Unit: A
Opening Depths (in.): 21.0/23.0
Closing Depths (in.): 27.0/32.0

Slag and Coal Mixed with Small Amount of

Dark Gray/Brown Sandy Silt

GQuantity

3 sherds

4 sherds

1 sherd

3 sherds

2 sherds

1l sherd

1 sherd

2 sm gsherd
4 sherds

vhiteware/ironstone

vhitewvare/ironstone

wvhiteware/ironstone

whitewvare/ironsteone

wvhiteware/ironstone
porcelain
porcelain
porcelain

8 porcelain
earthenwvare

Description

undeccrated, mend to form most of &"
diameter =aucer, makers mark on base
"CARTWRIGHT BROS." in oval cartouche
with letters S.5G. (see text and Kovel
19586:64)

from bovwl (2 sherds mend) with green
and purple painted polychraome
decoration below bztween black lines
below rim, additional piecee in cat #18
and #19

from bowl, annular decoration
underglaze, two sete of green lines
with wider purple band between

from jar or urn with ring base (2 7/8"
diameter), blue puddling inside base
suggesta cobalt in glaze (not
pearlwvare)

undecorated

from plate rim, gold lines painted
overglaze circumferentially below rim,
purple tinted sponged decoration
underglaze between gold lines,
additional sherd in cat. # 19
undecorated, from plate with ring base
(estimated hase diameter approximately
5")

hard paste, oriental type porcelain,
amall sherd blue painted decoration
underglaze

undecorated (1 from rim)

vhite/buff bodied, mottled brown glaze
also with molded decoration exteriaor
{pogsibly from same vessel as

18



1 sherd

1 sherd
4 sherds

2 pcs

13 pcs
S pcs
8 pecs

6 =sm pcs
20 pcs

S pcs

red earthenwvare

red earthenwvare
porcelain

unlidentified material

beer hottle stopper

bottle glass
bottle glass
bottle glass
table glass

table glass

table glass

table glass

table glass

lamp glass

copper alloy

bisque porcelain doll

marble

hollow disk

button

button

leather

polychrome decorated sherd from cat #17
unglazed (part of side and base from
flowerpot)

dark brown glaze, from gsewer/drain pipe
from very small smaucer, from child’'s
doll tea =et

flexible, thin (ca. 1/64"), white with
rust colored staining, probably from
metal corrosion. One piece with folded
over edge {(game material as cat. #19.
Early plastic or hard rubber
porcelain, 15/16" diameter on top, 1/2"
on bage, 1 1/16" long. On top of
stopper i1s stamped "THE JOHN KRESS
BREWING CO/TRADE MARK/(Eagle on
urn?)/LAGER BEER/N.Y." On base
"PAT’'D/K. HUTTER/APR 1 1893"

amber

aqua, 1 with embossed script letter *T"
clear

green tinted, base and sides from glass
tumbler, base diameter 2 3/8"

rim from clear glass tumbler, vertical
grooved decoration ca 1" below rim ,
possibly from same glass as cat #17
and #23

poagibly from bowl, clear glass, wvavy
out-flaring rim , molded (pressed)
"waffle" pattern an body

clear pressed glass, "rayed" pattern
clear, trace incised lines

clear

probably brass, fragments of small
strainer, perhaps from teapot

doll’'s leg (1" long), small haole thru
top of leg for attachment

diameter 5/8", ceramic (porcelain)
decorated underglaze (also trace of
burning)

ferrous metal alloy (possibly
galvanized iron), outer diameter 1",
central hole 1/3", poseibly wheel from
child’s toy (poezibly two pieces of
metal joined to form hollaw disk), ca.
3/16" thick

glass, cream-colored, four holes,
9/16" diameter

copper alloy {(probably brass), face
part of haollow button, back missing;
pc. of copper alloy wire attached may
have been part of loop attachment.
Stamped decoration, nautical motif -
anchor with rope? and oarg?

probably shoe leather, with attached
grommets (eyelets), wt 8.1 gms with
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pcs
pc

=

4 pcs
1 pc

1 1g pc
4 pcs

9 &m pcs
2

1 pe

1 pc
44 pcs

8 pcs
21 sm pcs

Pcs

Pcs

fabric
fabric
rivet

drawer pull

flat glass
mortar
brick

brick

wvood

wood screws

metal rod

nail fragments
threaded plug

unidentified hardware

corroded iron
mammal bone

bird bone
bone

corroded metal

coal/cinder/slag

Catalog Number: 21

Feature:
Stratum:

adhering esoil

wt 13.6 gme with adhering saoil

dried, < 0.1 gms

copper alloy (probably brass), probably
from clothing

porcelain, burned, top outer diameter
7/8", bottom flat with outer diameter
3/4", central hole (diameter 1/4")
through pull for bolt for attachment to
drawver

clear

67.9 gms

235.1 gme

56.9 gms

7.2 gms

corroded, one embedded in mass of
corrogsion products cinder etc.
corroded, S5/16" diameter, possibly
large nail

16 wire, 3 cut, 9 unidentified

copper alloy (brass), diameter of taop
flat portion 1 1/8", imbedded in mass
of corroded metal and corrcosion
products (similar to plug from cat. #
1S9 but larger)

iron rod with flat pc metal at base and
round top of unidentified non-ferrous
substance (graphite?), overall length 1
3/4°

round piece, diameter approximately 2"
inc 1 vertebral piece, i1 cut long bene,
11 pcs cut rib, total wt 172.2 gms

29.2 gms

19 mammal (4 pcs calcined), 2
bird/rodent; total wt. 12.1 gms

938.0 gme, includes masses of corrosion
products with embedded pcs
coal/cinder/slag (sample, additicnal
pce discarded in field)

3016.8 gms, many pieces (sample,
additional pcs discarded in

field)

Unit: A
Opening Depths (in.): 27.0/32.0
Closing Depths (in.): 37.0/37.0

Stratum Description: Cinder, Slag and Ash Mixed with Medium Brown

Sandy Silt

i e o ——————————— —— T W e, e S Sy — P — o oy



GQuantity

Artifact

Deacription

———— L S L L e e kS e T A S ey " EP TS T W S S ———— i ok - —_— e s

whiteware/ironatone

mend to form entire bowl, rim diameter
S 1/2", base diameter 4", makers mark
on base "IRON STONE CHINA/version of
British royal arms with 2 lions rampant
facing crown and seal/D.R."
undecorated, 1 partially burned

from tumbler rimg, 1 with decoration
(bands of fine vertical grooves) below
rim (possibly same glass as cat #17 and
#20)

clear

clear

green tinted

glass, 4 holes, 1 white 5/8%" diameter;
l cream colored 9/16" diameter, edge
chipped

diameter 1 3/16", thickness ca. 1/16",
central hole S/16" diameter, polished,

probably decorative disk or button to
be attached te clothing?

probably small drawer pull 1 " length,
max diameter 5/16, two knobs on end,
ane with perforation, probably for
attachment of metal ring, outer knab
with indentations, probably for
insertion of decorative elements

total wt 133.2 gms, 4 from large mammal
wire, copper alleoy (brass)

10 wire, S unidentified

39.4 gms

86.7 gms

1162.4 gms, many pieces {(sample,
additional pcs discarded in field)
103.9 gme, includes masses of corrosion
products (gample, additional pes
discarded in field)

2 sherds whitewvare/ironstone
2 pcs table glass

1l pc lamp glass

2 pcs curved glass

2 pcs flat glass

2 buttons

1 bone disk

1 bone knob

13 pcs mammal bcne

1 nail fragment

15 nails/fragments
1l pec brick

1 pc mortar

Pcs coal/cinder/slag
Pcs corroded metal

& sm pcs mammal bone

1 sm pc raodent? bone
Catalaog Numbher: 22
Feature: 2

Stratum: VI

Stratum Description:

Quantity

1.0 gms

<0,.1 gms
Unit: A
Opening Depths (in.): 37.0/37.0
Closing Depths (in.): 37.5/38.0

Hard Packed Gray/Brown Sandy S5ilt Mottled with

Reddish Brown Sandy Silt

Artifact
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8 pcs

—— e s — —

vhiteware/ironatone

red earthenwvare
baottle glass
curved gla=ss
flat glass

nail fragment
brick

corroded metal
coal/cinder/slag
mammal bone

bird bone

seeds

B T T e ———

rim sherd with molded decoration
exterior
unglazed,
agua
clear
clear
wire

4.0 gms
60.9 gms
46.7 gmg
1l pc cut, total wt.
includes 1 pec.
metal

from large bird
wvelight 38.8 gms
vild grape?

rim sherd

46.5 gms
with adhering corroded

(possibly turkey),

Catalog Number: 23

Feature:

Backhoe Trench 2

Artifacts from Feature 2 - Removed from North Profile of Backhoe
Trench 2 Prior ta Excavation of Unit A

GQuantity Artifact

1l 1g pc table glass

1 pe curved glass
15 pes shoe leather
1 pc curved glass
2 am pcs copper alleoy
2 pcs mammal bone

1 pc bird bone

i — — o ——— — Tk ], BT ek S st B o S i ol o s ks S i L SR S

Description

(brass?)

includes base and part of rim from
small tumbler, green tinted, base
diameter 2 5/16"; height 3 3/4"
clear

includes 2 pcs from uppers with eyelets
and hocks for laces {(total wt. 48.6
gms)

clear

from clothing snap fastener

26.5 gms (incl. 1 rib)

2.7 gma




ARTIFACTS FROM BACKHOE TRENCHES AND MISCELLANEOUS

Catalog Number: 24
Backhoe Trench 1

Artifacts Recovered While Clearing Feature R2

—— e

S ———————. ————— T — S} . 2l i} o S S — ————— —

Quantity Artifact Deacription

8 sherds stoneware gray body. light brown slip interior
and exterior, sherds mend to form base
and portion of sides of stoneware
hottle (3 1/2" diameter)

1 sherd red earthenware unglazed :

1 sherd ironstone? from basal portion of shallow bowl or
plate; undecorated hard bodied white
earthenvare, but shows pearlware-like
blue puddling in glaze (possibly early
whitewvare/ironstaone)

1 pc bottle glass aqua, from neck/rim of bottle,
separately applied rim

6 pcs curved (bottle) glass 2 clear (1 with molded stippling; 1
with trace decal decoration); 1 dark
green; 3 amber

1 pc red brick 0.7 gms

2 pcse mortar 1.6 gms

3 pcs asphalt 2.1 gms

1 pc leather? 0.1 gm

2 pcs charcecal 0.1 gm

Catalog Number: 25
Backhoe Trench 1

Artifacts Recovered While Clearing Feature Rl

—— e — ———————— T T . ey . . e S

Quantity Artifact Description

1 sherd porcelain blue underglaze decoration, portion of
makers mark {appears to be similar te
mark used on blue underglaze porcelain
by Frederick Christian Greiner & Scons
(Germany), shown by Kovel (1986:132);
mark used 1894-ca. 1936,

1 sherd porcelain plain white, hard paste

1l sm pc glass <0.1 gm, robbin’s egg blue, most

23



ceramic:

burnt ceramic?

likely table glass or other decorative
glaas

unidentified ceramic object, burnt,
cylindrical, 1 1/2" length; ca 1/2"
diameter; one end flares out to ca.
374" diameter, possibly kiln support?
similar to above, but probably not from
same object

12.2 gms

i s o, S ) e S St S S S S . e S e S S S T e Ao b P . TV S T o o ‘S T . oy S S o o . S . S . . S S
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Catalog Number: 26
Backhoe Trench 1

Artifacte Recovered During Excavation of Southern End BHTR 1 Near North
side of Wall W12

18 sherds

4 sherds

S sherds

2 sherds
1l pc

2

1 pec
1 pc
4 pcs
1l pc

3 pes
S pes

1 pc

Description

earthenwvare

porcelain

wvhiteware/ironstone

porcelain tile

red earthenwvare
tile

tile
glass wvial
bottle base

bottle glasse

curved glass
flat glass
sever/drain pipe

nail
corroded metal

1

e ——— e —— — —— —

porcelain cosmetic (e.g. cold cream)
Jar, height 2 1/8", rim diameter 2",
base diameter 1 13/16"

cream colered earthenware from ceramic
jar or jar-shaped vessel

2 with overglaze painted polychrome
decoration, 1 plain white, 1 plain with
bluish glaze

2 from rim of plate or shallow bawl,
wvith overglaze painted rose border
arocund rim, 3 (2 mend) from vessel
base, portion of maker’s mark;
intertwined letters/"Porcelain®
underfired porcelain, "bathroom" tile,
undecorated, 3" wide, small embossed
letter "B" on unglazed back

unglazed

underfired porcelain, robbins egg blue
glaze, bevelled edge, unglazed back
small "mosaic® 3/4" floor tile squares
from basal portion, aqua, 1" diameter
clear glass, probably from large soda
or possibly milk bottle, trace of
emhosged mark on base,

agua, 2 mend w. portion embossed trade
mark "The E (1?)...."

clear, trace embassed lettering/design
2 clear, 1 green tinted

stoneware pilpe, dark brown glaze, 1 pc
with adhering mortar

wire

corroded mass with metal tube, metal

24



wvire and nail? fragments

1.3 gms

with embedded (wire) nail fragments, 1
brass

s ey o e ———————— T T et T T T T —— T — ok, e e " S S o o S S

Catalog Number: 27
Backhoe Trench 1

Artifacts Recovered

—— — — Y . — —

From Black Clay Stratum Near Rock Feature R1

o e S i ot S

Description

gray body, from rim of crock, light
brown glaze exterior, dark brown glaze
interior

Catalog Number: 28
Backhoe Trench 2

North Profile of Northern Extension of West End of BHTR 2
Artifacts Recovered From Black Clayey Stratum North of Feature R2

Guantity Artifact Description
6 sherds whiteware/ironstone undecorated
S5 sherds whiteware/ironstone? paste only, glaze broken off?
1l sherd whiteware undecorated

Catalog Number: 29
Backhoe Trench 2

Artifacts Recovered From Floor of BHTR 2 HNear Feature 2

Description

underglaze polychrome decoration, green
and purple, with black lines bounding
decorated zone (similar sherds from
Feature 2, cat. #18, #19 and #20)

A-25



gherd
FPC

(T

vhiteware/ironatone
milk bottle

milk glassa
flat (window) glass
bird bone

Catalog Number: 30

Lot 15

undecorated

fragment from neck and lip of clear
glas=s milk bottle, mold seam ends ca.
3/8" below lip, horizontal mold seam
around lip 1/4" belaw rim, portion of
emboased trade mark on side

Artifact Recovered From Fill Immediately West of Feature 1 at

Approximate Level of

"Collar™ Portion of Feature

Description

3 sherds

" —— ———— T ————— — T " S — —

vhitewvare/ircnastone

———— — — ———— . i ———— ——

Catalog Number: 31
Backhoe Trench S

——— —— — -— —— i e o

sherds mend, from plate, base with
makers mark/version of British Royal
Armg with lion on left and unicorn on
right of shield/MELLOR & C0O. Mark used
by Cook Pottery Co., Trenton, New
Jeraey, 1893-ca. 1926 (Kovel 1986:15).

Artifacts Recovered from Northern Profile of BHTR 2, Lot 15

Quantity

T T T S T i o T T S S D M e e e . . . T T Tt T T B D e A s ik e e e . R T W T R W SR R D o S B S S S S e Ao i o7y e .

bottle fragment

mammal bone
hard shell clam

dark green, neck, lip and portion of
shoulder, no mold seam visible,
separately applied 1lip, 1 2/8 diameter,
49.3 gma, from large mammal, cut

84.6 gms, whole wvalve

——— iy o S . o e

e e e P S - s g st —— ——————
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Catalog Number: 32
Backhoe Trench 6

Artifacts Recovered While Clearing Feature R3, Lot 17

Quantity Artifact Deacription

8 sherde wvwhiteware/ironstone undecorated, include 5 gherds from rim
of plate or shallaow bowl

3 pcs mammal bone calcined, 5.6 gms

S i gl et A T M R e WP . ————————T— —— ———— . gy S T T —— —— —— [———

Catalog Number: 33

Miscellaneous Artifacts Recovered During Backhoe Clearing of Lots 15-17

Quantity Artifact Description

3 sherds stonewvare 2 sherds mend, from sides and base of
stonewvare bottle, gray bodied, brown
slip exterior, orange brown slip
interior, base diameter 3 3/8". Portion
of impressed trade mark exterior,
"...SE?.../NAS...". Non-mended sherd
hag impressed script "Num..."

2 sherds red earthenvare unglazed, from base of large
(approximately 6" base diameter)
"saucer” which probably served as base
for flower pot

1 door knob vhite porcelain door knob or large
drawver pull (2" diameter)
1 pc bottle glass lip and part of neck from aqua

heer/soda bottle, metal ring around
base of lip for attachment of porcelain
stopper, mold seam ends below ring, rim
diameter 1"

1 pec decorative metal non-ferrous metal (brass?) with
vertical stamped flutes, hollow, 4 1/2°
high, "conical" shaped, max diameter
2", possibly metal base for furniture
leg

T — ——— Y T T —(— — T T S L =7 —— T ———— T T T f— — - o S —— T ——— T — S ————




Catalog

Number: 34

Artifacts Recovered from Fill in Wall of Excavation for Foundation of
New Building, Lot 25/27 (Eastern

pc
sherd

(TR

1 sherd

1l sherd
1 sherd

1 sherd
1 pc

Portion of Site)

medicine bottle

bottle fragment

khottle glass

bottle glass
vhitevare/ironstone

salt glazed stoneware

stonevare
vhitevare/ironstone

red earthenvare
hard shell clam

clear glass, mold seam ends 3/16" below
flat l1lip (15/16"1ip diameter); height 4
3/8", aval bage 1 3/8 x 1 15/16, basal
seam around base of sides, embossed on
one gide "CHEMIST/GILDS/NEW YORK"

lip and partion of neck, amber glass,
no mold seams vigible, flat 1lip 1 3/8
diameter, procbably from large medicine
bottle.

fragment of neck, shoulder and part of
lip from large clear glass bottle
portion of bottle base, dark green
fragment from base of plate or shallow
bowl, portion of makers mark with
British Royal Arms (noc name present on
fragment)

gray bady; clear salt glaze with cobalt
blue decoration exterior, "chocolate"
brown glip interior

mottled brown glaze exterior

fragment with portion of makers mark,

", ..INA/porticon of british royal
arms/....M. (2)C.W. "

unglazed (from flowerpot)

5.3 gms

e . s ——




APPENDIX B

COPIES OF SELECTED 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY MAPS
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Submitted to
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A. Introductian

Archaeological field testing was conducted on the site of the
Nehemiah project, located in the Morrisania section of the Bronx,
between April 10 - 20, 1995. The testing was conducted in accord
with the gcope-of-work submitted in June 1994 asg modified
according to the Environmental Review Assegsment dated March 7,
1995 and by conditions encountered in the field.

The testing program included backhoe trenching and clearing on
those lots designated as 9 and 11-18 on the testing plan included
in the scope-af-work. The primary objective was to locate and
test any archaeological features associated with the occupation
of the initial structures built between 1860 and 1877 on these
lots. The backhoe trenching included the removal of at least scme
3 1/2 feet of overburden to the level of the backyards associated
with these occupations. In many areas deeper trenching was
canducted. This deeper trenching was necessary in order to test
for the presence of features truncated by disturbance caused by
the construction of buildings erected in the early 20th century
as well as 20th century extensions to the late 19th century
buildings. In addition, analysis of stratigraphy indicated that
in at least some portions of the site fill had been deposited
prior to the construction of the ca. 1877 structures, and the
deep trenching also had the objective of exposing any features
underlying this fill.

B. Features

The backhoe irenching exposed the rear walls of the houses
constructed on lots 13-17 in 1877. Four archasological features
located in the backyard areas of lots 15-17 were also exposed.
Two of these features, both located on lot 15, contain deposits
which include quantities of domestic and personal artifacts as
well as faunal remains.

1. Feature 1
Feature 1 ig a cistern located some three feet south of the rear
wall of the house constructed on lot 15 in 1877. This cistern was
intact. A large stone with a circular hole was atop the "collar"
of the cistern. This stone marked the level of the ground surface
at the time of the use of this feature. The cistern measures
approximately six feet in diameter below its dome shaped upper
portion, and is some 3 1/2 feet deep from the top of the "collar"
to the base of the feature.

A shovel test, measuring approximately 1 by 2 feet was excavated
into the cistern deposit, which extended for a depth of
approximately 20 inches to the cement floor of the cistern. Thus
the deposit in the cistern consiste of a total of some 47 cubic
feet of material. Immediately above the floor of the cistern, and
restricted to its outer edge, there was a thin deposit of silt.
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Such deposita are often present in cisterns, and appear to
repreagent siltation which occurred during the period of use of
the feature.

The soil matrix in which the artifact deposit is contained
ccnaists of gray/brown sandy silt containing quantities of
decayed wood and packete of corroded metal, as well ag the
artifacts and faunal material noted above. The woad does not
appear to have derived from structural demolition, =ince such
pieces would have been too small to fit through the small (ca. 14
inch diameter) opening in the stone overlying the cistern. It
should alsc be noted that only small amounts of brick and mortar
vere recovered from the deposit, apart from the mortar recovered
from the upper portion of the deposit which derived from the
interior facing of the cistern wall. The wood may represent
additional domestic material (e.g. furniture pieces - drawver
pulls were alsio recovered from the deposit).

2. Feature 2
Feature 2 iz located at the rear of lot 1S. A backhoe trench
placed along the lot line intergected the feature, resulting in
removal of approximately half of it, and the feature deposits
were noted in the northern profile of the backhoe trench.
However, the southern portion of the feature may have been
previcusly disturbhed by the construction of a twentieth century
structure on lot 12. This may account for the failure to note the
presence of the feature during the backhoe trench excavation.

The existing portion of the feature measures some three feet in
an eagt-west direction, with an inner diameter of approximately
two feet and appears to extend approximately 3 feet north af the
backhoe trench. The walls of the feature appear to be constructed
of dry laid stones. If the feature originally extended to the lot
line its original dimensions would have been approximately 2 1/2
by 7 feet. The feature extends to a depth of =some three feet
below the level of the backyard surface. Thus the total deposeits
within the porticon of the feature north of the backhoe trench
included an estimated 18 cubic feet of material.

Feature 2 appears to be too shallow to have functioned as a
privy. It may represent a drainage gump or a cold storage pit,
although its construction is different from features encountered
on other New York City =ite=s to which this latter function has
been attributed.

The backhoe was used to clear off the cverburden from abave the
feature, the top of which was at approximately the same elevation
as the top of the cigtern. A =2mall test unit was excavated
extending northward from the edge of the backhoe trench. The test
unit involved the excavation of approximately 40% of the deposits
in the upper portion of the feature and 20% of those in the lowver
portion.



The matrix from which the faunal material and domeatic artifactse
were recovered consisted of brown and gray/brown sandy silt
containing dense concentration= of cinder and ash. The deposits
probably represent furnace debris as well as unburned domestic
refuse. Aa with Feature 1, the artifacts recovered from this
feature included items of clothing (shoe parts, fabric, buttons),
ag well as domestic artifacts (bottle and table glass, ceramics,
drawer pulls etc.) and substantial amounts of faunal refuse.

3. Features 1 and 2: Preliminary Dating and Lot Occupation Summary

Dating of the deposits in Features 1 and 2 can be more reliable
accomplished after processing of all artifacts. However, during
excavation ceramic sherds from Feature 1 were noted which have a
maker’s mark dateable to ca. 1888. Another maker’s mark noted
could not be definitively identified without additional research.
However, the preliminary research suggests affinities of this
mark with one used by the East Morrisania pottery, suggesting the
possibility of local procurement. This pottery was in operation
ca. 1893. A bottle recovered from Feature 1 alsc has an embossed
trade mark of a local merchant. Dating of this bottle and other
artifacts noted during excavation should be posszible with further
resgearch.

The preliminary research suggests possible deposition of the
feature deposits during the turn-of-the-century period.

The documentary research conducted in 1994 indicates that lot 15
was purchased in 1877 by Carl and Pauline Dalmar from Peter
Decker. Decker had purchased this lot as well as lcots 13, 14, 16
and 17 in 1876 and constructed a house on each laot. Carl Dalmar
was a working class immigrant to the United states from
Wirtemberg in Germany. The 1880 census indicates his occupation
as a "moulding maker." His household st that time included his
wife and two children.

The deed research for the documentary study did not follow the
history of the property in detail after its initial occupation by
the Dalmar family. The tax records indicate that Dalmar continued
to own the property through 1891. However, a list of property
owners indicates that by 1905 lot 15 was owned by John Townshend.

The artifact dates noted above and the prior documentary research
indicates the possibility that the artifacts present in the
feature may have been deposited by the Dalmar family prior to
their departure from this property.

4. Qther Features
Two other features apparently associated with the late 139th
century occupation of the site were encountered during the site
examination. The material within these features were tested by
means of shovel tests. Neither contained significant deposits of
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artifacts.

a. Feature 3
Feature 3 was a narrow (ca. 2 by 4 1/2) feature located in the
lot 17 backyard area. One wall of the feature wae brick lined and
the others stone-lined. This feature most likely functioned as a
drainage sump. The deposit within the feature consisted of soil
containing mostly brick, mortar and other demclition debris.
Although some domestic artifacts were recavered, the nature of
the material recovered indicates that it was was probably
depasited at the time of the demolition of the lot 17 structure.

b. Eeature 4
The remaining portion of a circular dry laid stone feature
(Feature 4), approximately five feet in diameter, was encountered
in the backyard area of lot 17. Only the bottom-most 21 inches of
this feature remained. It had apparently been truncated by the
extension of the lot 17 building which occurred during the 20th
century. The deposits tested within the feature were largely
culturally sterile. Few artifacts were recovered.

c. Rogk Features
Deep trenching indicated the prezence af =zeveral "rock features"
located in lotsz 13-17. These appeared to represent rocks locsely
Aoraeitad 2t the bnrge of a shallow trench which appeared to have
been excavated through a2 ground surface located zome =six feet
below the present surface. Twec of these features appeared to
extend beneath the walls of the 1877 structures, indicating prior
construction. It is uncertain if these features represent the
remaing of structural walls. Because of the amount of overlying
material and the amount of subsequent disturbance, only limited
exploration and analysis of these features was pessible., Although
some artifacts were recovered in associliation with these walls, we
did not encounter any significant associated artifact deposits.
These features will be discussed in further detail in the final
report on the archaeological field testing.

€. Features 1 and 2 - Significance

According to the criteria for eligibility for the National
Register of Historic Places as set forth in 36 CFR 800
significant properties include:

districts, sites, buildings, structures and objects of State
and local importance that possess integrity of location,
design, setting, material, workmanship, feeling and
agsociation and...that have yielded or may be likely to
yield, information important in prehistory, or history.



The deposits encountered within Features 1 and 2, located in lot
15 would appear to represent significant deposita according to
these criteria. The preliminary testing indicates that they
contalin material which would permit research questions to be
addresased which pertain to loecal daily life in the turn-of-the-
century period, as well as contributing to a research base which
permits comparisons among deposits recovered from various sites
in the New Yark City area. Representative research areas which
could be addregsed by an analysis of material contained within
Features 1 and 2 are:

preliminary testing indicates that Features 1 and 2 contain
substantial densities of faunal material. The faunal material
noted during the field testing includes large fragments of hone,
which may suggest purchase of large cuts and subsequent home
butchering. Both the nature of the cuts and the relative
frequencies of various species of mammal, bird and fish would not
only make possible dietary reconstruction for the occcupants of
lot 15, but also would permit compari=zon with similar
reconstructions based on material from other HNew York City sites.
One interesting comparison would be with sites of the same period
excavated in the outer boroughs of New York City (for example, a
turn-of-the-century feature excavated by the author in Staten
Island). Comparison would also be possible with material
recovered from somewhat earlier sites excavated in other New York
City boroughs. In addition to the faunal material, vegetal
material should be reccverable by subjecting samples of the
matrix from Features 1 and 2 to flotation procedures and
gsubsequent analysis.

artifacts recovered from Features 1 and 2 should be possible.
Artifacts noted during the field testing, for example, include a
bottle with a local store trade mark, and the ceramic noted above
which may have derived from a local pottery. Comparison could be
made with procurement practices reflected in material recavered
from sites of the same general period in the ocuter borocughs,
including the Staten Island site noted above, and material
recovered from the Stattel farm in Queens.

the affiliations of the artifacts contained within the feature
with the Dalmar family, or to identify the subsequent occupants
of the site who may alsoc have been affiliated with these
deposits. The types of ceramics and other artifacts, as well as
the dietary remains deposited by these occupants can then be
compared with those recovered from other New York City sites from
the late 19th - early 20th century period whose occupants have
the same and/or different ethnic and class affiliations.
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Features 1 and 2 are both located within the area to be impacted
by the excavation of the foundation for one of the structures to
be built on the site. This would regult in the destruction of
thege features.

D. Recgmmendations

It is recommended that the adverse impacts of constructian on the
significant archaeological deposits contained within Features 1
and 2 be mitigated through the conduct of data recovery
excavations, analysis of excavated material, and preparation of a
data recovery report. A budget for the data recovery project
accompanies this report. The tasks to be performed as part of the
propaosed project are as follows:

Field Excavations - The deposits within Nehemiah Features 1 and 2
should be completely excavated. All material removed from the
features should be screened in the field through i{/4 inch mesh.
All artifacts noted should be retained with the fcollowing
exceptions. In Feature 1, all deposite contain large amounts of
cinder, slaq and cocal. This material should not be retained from
the s0il screened in the field. In Feature 2, large amounts of
wocd and corroded metal were prezent. Small pileces of wood and
corroded metal (a size criteria to be determined in the field)
without recognizable structure/function would not be retained.
From each excavated context, a bulk sample consisting of at least
one gallon-size plasti: bag would be taken. Analysis of these
samples ghould permit the identification of the density of bulk
materials in each context. In addition, soil passed through the
screen should be collected on a plastic sheet placed under the
screen. At least one gallon size plastic bag of this =oil should
be retained from each excavated context and subjected to
flotation procedures. This would enable recovery of a
representative sample of vegetal material and small pieces of
bone which may pass through the 1/4 inch mesh screen used in the
field.

Half of Feature 1 will be initially excavated and a profile of
the deposits drawn prior to excavation of the second half of the
feature. This procedure will not be necessary for the Feature 2
excavation, since a profile of the deposits was drawn during the
site examination phase of investigation.

the field will be returned to the laboratory, where they will be
washed, identified and tabulated according to accepted analytical
categories. Artifacts of particular diagnostic significance, as
vell as fragments which can be mended to form larger identifiable
artifacts (i.e. ceramic vessels, bottles) should be directly
numbered with provenience information. Other artifacts should be
placed in clean plastic bags which are so labelled.



Processing of Bulk and Flotation Sampleg - Bulk samples will be
initially weighed and measured as to volume. The samples will
then be screened in the labaratory and any artifacts identified
and weighed. Bulk materials included in the samples will also be
wveighed. This will enable the characterization of the depoaits as

to dengity of various types of materials.

Flotation samples will he subjected to water flotation
procedures, involving separation of the flot residues intc heavy
and light fractions. These residues will then be examined under
magnification, and the vegetal and other materials removed.
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examined by an archaeologist epecializing in faunal analysis.
Bone will be identified according to the lowest taxonomic
classification possible. Butchering marks and other
characteristics of the bone will be noted. Floral material
recovered from the flotation samples will be examined by a
qualified horticulturalist and identified as to species.

the data recovery project on the history of occupation of Lot 15
subsequent to 1880. This will involve examination of primary
sources such as deeds, tax records, birth and death records, and
directories. In addition, research on artifacts shaould hbe
conducted to identify dates of manufacture. This will involve a
review of reference sources and directories as well as patent
and/or trade mark research.

quantities of fabric (clothing parts) and shoe leather in both
Features. This material should be stabilized and conserved.

collection to an appropriate repository which would provide for
permanent curation.

Report -~ A complete report providing a description of the
excavations, tabulations of material and discussion of the
artifacts recovered, and a discussion of research questions such
as those noted above, should be prepared for submission to the
New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission.



