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159-163 JOHN STREET BUILDING, Borough of Manhattan. 1836 ; 
architect unknown. 

Landmark Site: Dorough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 74 , Lot 10 in 
part , consist~ng of the land on which the described building is 
situated. 

On October 19, 1965, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held 
a public hearing on the proposed designation as a Landmark of the 
159-163 John Street Building and the proposed designation of the re
lated Landmark Site. (Item No. 44). The hearing had been duly 
advertised in accordance with the provisions of law. 

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS 

In 1836, when this building was erected, its address was 
Burling Slip, rather than John Street. The extra width of John 
Street between Front Street and the East River reflects the earlier 
existence of the actual Slip. The Slip was filled in in 1835, and 
the development of 159-163 John Street a nd 189 Front Street is 
probably related to that event. The present 165 John Stre et, thoug h 
considerably altered , is a very early building (1811), hence was 
here when the Slip was filled ; and the corner buildings, here 
described, are replacements of buildings which also were here when 
the Slip was in e xistence. We know that construction of the 1336 
buildings was begun in 1835, and we may perhap s assume that this was 
before the Slip was fill e d. (These earli e r building s were owned by 
Anson G. Phe l p s , found e r of Phe lps. Do d ge and Company.) 

However we may account for the preservation of the outlines of 
the old Slip, it is a happy circumstance , for if the most important 
feature in the history of this part of Ne w York is the fact that it 
was the center of our burgeoning for e i g n commerce , the n the slips 
are as significant as th e buildings. This particular Slip h a ppens 
to be lined with sup e rb building s, and the extra width of the street 
adds to their prominence. 

159-163 John Street ~eserves prominence , for, apart from its 
historical associations, it is an exc e llent building . Its archi
tectural e l eme nts ar e h e ld t o a minimum, yet they are so well h a rmon
ized, the touch is so d e ft, that the building, a simple commercial 
buildings may prop e rly b e c a lled e legant. It is classica lly 
(i.e. perfectly) Greek Revival in style , the base and grouud floor 
of granite with the typical , but here som e what superio r, square 
granit e columns a n d large show wind ows. The four orig inal upper 
storie s a r e of brick wi th pl a in granite wind o w lint e ls and sills. 
The plain brick f a scia o f th e orig ina l c o rnice r ema ins a bov e the 
fifth flo o r wi n d ows , a n d a b ov e it is wh a t we may a ssume t o b e a 
slightly l a t e r o ne-story addition. The l a tt e r is, f o rtuna t e ly , v e ry 
sympathetically e xecut e d, and hardly, if at all , d etracts fr om the 
quality of the t o t a l structure . A picture o f it appears in Ada 
Louis e Huxtable 1 s Cl a s s ic New York. 

FINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS 

On the basis of a c a r e ful consideratio n o f the history , the 
architectur e and othe r f ea tur e s o f this build ing , the La ndmarks 
Pr e s e rva tion Comm ission finds tha t the 159--163 J ohn Str ee t Building 
has a specia l charact ~r, s peci a l historical and a e sthe tic intere st 
a nd v a lue a s part o f the d e v e lopme nt , h e rit age a nd cultura l cha r a c
t e ristics o f New Yc r k Cit y . 

Th e Comm issio n furth e r finds that, a mong its important qualiti e s , 
the building at 15 9-1 6 3 J c hn Stre et, is a pe rfect e x a mpl e of Ne w Yo rk 
Greek Reviva l c omme rci a l archit e cture , th n t it has b een well p r e 
s e rve d a nd h a s f o rtuna t e ly withst ood th e cha nge s of the surround ing 
ar ea, tha t i t is a n i mp o rt a nt v e stige o f a cruc ial e r a of N ' ~ Yo rk 
histo ry, a nd tha t it is a hands ome e x amp l e of v e r nacular f uncti onal 
des i g n. 



• -2-

Accordingly. p ursuant to the pr ovisi ons of Chapter 63 of the 
Charter of the City of New ~ork and Chapter 8-A o f the Administrative 
Code of the City of New Yo rk, the Landmarks Pr e servation Commission 
designates as a Landmark the 159-163 · John Street Building, Borough 
of Manhattan and desig nat e s as its r e lated Landmark Site that part 
of the Boroug h o f Manhattan Tax Map Block 74 . Lo t 10 which contains 
the land on which the de scribed builcing is situated. 


