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ST. JAMES CHURGH, 32 St. James St-reet, Borough of I1anhattan. Begun 1835, com
pleted 1837; archi.tect: attributed to Hinard Lafever . 

Landmark Site: Eor~ugh of Manhattan Tax Map Block 279, Lot 25. 

On Octobe r 19; 1:16.S_, t!le L3.ndmarks Preservation Commission held a public 
hearing on the proposed ti~sig:1ation as a Lc.ncJ:narlc of St. James Church and the 
proposed des.':.gnat:Lon o-f the relat3d 1~'1G.ma:-:-~~ Site. ( CaJ endar No. 64). The 
hearing had t een duly advst+.isecl in accc:::d2n ce -vTi th t!le provisions of law. One 
witness spoke i i"l favor of c.l.esigc1.::.tion. T: ... c :.:'e were :r:o ['peakers in opposition to 
designation. 

I'ESCRIPTION AND MJALYSIS 

·st. JAmes Church is one of the momm:ents of the Greek R8vival in New York 
City, due to the beautiful proportions ol its eleT!l9nts nnd t.o the refinement of 
its Greek detail. This handso':lle church is Gn example of an interest.i.rtg building 
type which hc;.s a recess ec~ porch with two ~ :~1umns; on either side of the porch 
are enclc:' e -.:t stairs ;v-i th their own doors C·lX:: L·dng on to the s-t.r8'3t. The entire 
front is r:.r <:)wned by a 1mi gable (pediment) , One of th3 prin:::ipal cont.rib'.lt ions 
of the Grf;s~-c Revival in ·( his cot:ntry was ::,:L-o modific2:.ti o:c~ of the Classic temple 
form. Tl"le ·':Jemplum·- ::;.n - ar.;~i-s of antiquity v'a'1 that type ~.::'! ·1\~ : i "h the 1-valls were 
extended fc·nvard to en':!los9 the sides of t~.1e portico. ::.n the '..;~ited States 
architec-!:n 11ent. one ster f·u.rther by adding >:: ·':,airs on e .o>.c.h sir:e of the porr::h, 
thus widening the front under one great gab2.e or pedirr.er .. t. 

The G~eek detail in this building is extremely h~nd~cme, and the ornament 
above the '<ntrance door and on the interior bc-.~ .. r:.ony is .s_;.rrJ.J :>.r to that pub
lished J.:l rne of Minard Lafeverts books on 2n~l~:ltect-.;rs . H:;.c torically, this 
church. bP.gun in 1835, is one of the oldr,:s·t, E"~man Cathol::!.~ c~·.urch structures 
still standj_ng in Man."'lattan. 

FIND J:!ITGS JIJ{9 DESIGrL4TTONS 

On the basis of a careflil consid.e Y'a.tion of the history, the architecture 
and other feat,:res of this 'building, the Lancmarks Preservation Commission finds 
that St. James Gbrrch h 'ls a s:p e-~1 1.l r~1ar~.cter., sp ecial historical and aesthetic 
interest a~;d val.,J.e as :rart of tho d3ve1opment, he:cit3.ge ar.d cultural character
istics of !feH York C:i.ty. 

The Commission furijher finds t11at, among its important qualities, St. 
James Church is ;; ~') ext;~e-:nely be~L.:t i:f',Jl exa!Tlple of Greek Rs vival architecture, 
that in detail and. p:•cporti0n it is arc hi -:.ect ;Jrally one of the fjnest buildings 
in the Cit.y nnd that it;s design is dire~t !y attributable to one of the out
standing architects of the period~ 

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 8-A of the Charter of 
the City of New York and Ch9.pter 8·-A cf thP. Administrative Code of the City of 

New York, the Landmarks Pre:·v :: rva t ion Cornrr.·!ssion designates as a Landmark St. 
James Church, 32 :3t. J ames Street, Boro1.~g~ of Manhattan a"tld design.::J.tes Tax Map 
Block 279, Lot 25, Borough of Manhatt::m; 1.s its 1an0.Jll"trk Site. 


