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265 HENRY STREET BUILDING (a part of the Henry Street Settlement), Borongh of 
Manhat+,an. 182!7; architect un!mown. 

Landmark Site: Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 287, Lot 8 in part, consisting 
of the land on which the described building is situated. 

On October 19, 1965, the Landma:rks Pres·ervation Commission held a pnbl5.c 
hearing on the proposed designation as a Landmark of the 265 Henry St:reet 
Building and the proposed d'3Signo.tion of thP- related Landmark Site. ( G:1lendar 
No. 68). The hearing h.9.d been duly advertised in accordance with ·Lhe provisions 
of lav1. Three speakers, :including a representative of the 01-mer spoke 5.n favor 
of designation of the bl-:..i.ldings of the Henry Street Settlement.. There ivere no 
speakers jn opposition to designation. 

DESCRIPTION AND AN.~YSIS 

This handsome Federal three-story t01,n house with basement retains much of 
its original appearance, ::_ncludlng its original doorway a:.11 iron railing in 
front. Tr.e building is c. t;ood exaiTl:!?le of Federal architec-ture. Its fine door
way is. c,..,r1plete with leaded glass sidelights :md transom. Tne door f:r.?Jne with 
its Ionic c;olonnettes su~ports a wood tra;.:som-bar embellished v-;ith ha.:.1d:m!Tle 
mol<iL."lgs. '£his building j_s the central o:r.of~ of three houses which form the 
famous Henry Street Set~.:.lE>.ment fou.--:.ded by Lillian Wald in 1893. Prid.e in these 
buildings resulted in restoration work carried on in 196'-~ in lieu of r.nzing them 
and rebuilding on the site. 

This building is of great arch:i.tectura1 importance as one of the few 
Federal to"'tm h:mses ret:tining to· a l<~rge extent. it.s originnl appearo.nce.. As a 
pnrt of th'3 Henry Street Se-l:.t.lement, it has been of outstanding service t.o the 
neig..'ibo:-hood for over seventy years. 

FINDTirGS AND DESIGNATIONS 

On the basis of a careful co:r.aideration of the·y history, the architecture 
and other features of this building, the Landmarks Preservation Commission finds 
that the 265 Henry Street BuildL~g has a special character, special historical 
and aesthetic interest a.11d value as part of the development, heritage and 
cultural characteristic~ o.f Nm1 York City. 

The Commission further finds that, among its important qualities, the 
265 Ha~ry Street Building, a part of the Henry Street Settlement, is a fine 
example of Federal architecture, that it displays handsome details and that 
the building is a part of the great and historic tradition of neighborhood 
service initiated by Lillian Wald in 1893. 

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 8-A of the Charter of 
the City of New York and Chapter 8-A of the Administrative Code of the City of 
New York, the Landmarks Preservation Commission designates as a Landmark the 
265 Henry Street Building, Borough of ManP~ttan and de~ignates as its related 
LandmD.rk Site that part of Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 287, Lot 8 which 
contains the land on which the described building is situated. 


