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HOTEL CHELSE.t'.., 222 \~Test 23rd Street, Borough of H:lnhattan . 1883; architects 
Hubert, Pirsson & Co. 

Landmark Site: Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 772, Lot 64. 

On March 8, 1966, the Land~n.rks Prescrv~tion Commission held a public 
hearing on the proposed dt:sign?.tion as a Landmark of tho Hot.el Chelsea and the 
proposed design:~.tion of the related L<md."lk'1.rk Site. (Item No. 39). The hearing 
had been duly c.dvertised in accord.illlce with the prov;i.sions of law 1 Eight wit
nesses spoke in favor of desicnation including one of the owners of the hotel. 
There were no speakers in opposition t o designation. 

DESCRIPTION J.ND iJJALYSIS 

Reminisccmt of the great 11 Spc:.nish-Fl nts 11 wl::.ich oncG stood on 59th Street 
at Central P:::.rk, this building wo.s :1ls ) designou by Hubert Pirsson & Co. It 
is ~:me of the f ev1 rema ining of the gr e1.t Victori.:\n Gothic apartment houses which 
once adorned the City . The building is ncvJ c:. famous hotel. The most n otabla 
feature of this elovcm-st:::,ry building i s t he succession, tier on tier, of hori
zontal iron balconies . These balconies, ricnly dec orated with leaves and 
flowers, lend an atmosphere of charm t) this hifh brick f~c:de, as do the French 
d0ors opening on t o them. 

A central, t owerlike section uf tho front has a high, pyrc.midal slc.te r oof, 
flnnked on 6a ch side by enormous brick chimneys . G8mplomenting this central 
feature are projecting wi.."1[;s nt c~ch end of th2 builling, adorned at their tops 
by large pc>inted- arch V\rindows set in brick gables. ;.i.s c:. masonry bearing-wall 
structure, this building has some of the first fireproof ed wrought-iron beams. 
They span tho distc:.nce between walls, l\rithout intermodiato columns. The building 
als 'J hnd some of the first duplex .:1.partments in New York, one of the first 
penthouses and was one of the e:arly c oopcr?.ti vos . 

The Hotel Chelsea has always been a favori t,e home of wr-iters and artists, 
and many of its resid~nts have p r oduced their finest work while under its r oof. 
Thomns 1-lolfe, Dylan Th·)mas, Edgar Lee Masters, J ohn Sloan, Robert Flaherty, 
11ark Twain, Eugene 0 'Neill arc just a· f ew of its more not ed r E:sidents. 

FINDINGS LND DESIGNf~TIONS 

On the b?.sis of a careful considcro.tion of the history, the architecture 
and other f eatures of this building, the Ln.ndmarks Preservation Cc-'Timission finds 
that the Hot el Chelsea has a special characte r , special historica l and aesthetic 
interest and value as p'lrt of t ho dovcl opment, heritage .md cultural character
istics of New York City. 

The Commission further finds that, among its important qualities, the 
Chelsea Hotel w:1s one 0f the pioneer Victorian G'Jthic apflrtmont housos, that its 
unique array of bo.lc onics is :m extremely attrn.ctive f eature, and that it h3.s 
always been n0t ed as tho h~me of f~mous writers and artists such as Thomas Walfe 
and Dylan Thomr~s ., 

L.ccor dingly, pursuant t ·::.. the proVlS~ons of Chapter 8-A of the Charter of 
the City of New York m1d Chapter 8-A of the J.dministrntive Code of the City of 
New York, the Lc.ndm:-~rks Pruservatbn CommissL;n desi e,nates as a L:mdmark the 
H'Jtel Chelsce., 222 \'Jest 23rd Street, Bor ::m gh ·:: f Manhattan nnd d~signates Tax 
Hap Blocl{ 772, Lot 6h, Bor 8ugh of Hanh::t tt~n, as its Landmark Site. 

Commissioner J. Clarence Davies did not participat.:: i.rt the c onside rati:m of 
this Calendar item. 


