Landmarks Preservation Commission
August 26, J969p Calendar No. 5
LP-0397-D
COUNTY CLERK'S AND SURROGATE'S OFFICES (MUSEUM), 303 Centre Street,
Borough of Richmond. Bui It about 1848.
Landmark Site: Borough of Richmond Tax fvlap Block 4443, Lot I in pa rt,
consisting of the land on which the described building is situated.
On October I I, 1966, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public
hearing on the proposed designation of a Richmondtown Historic District <Item
No. 15) which included this building. The hea ring had been duty advertised in
accordance with the provisions of law. Three witnesses spoke in favor of designation. There were no speakers in opposition to designation.
DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS
Richmondtown, in which this building is located, is an unusual surviva l of an
ea rly town and county center. It represents a cross section of deve lopment,
varying from the late seventeenth to the tate nineteenth century. Historically
and geographically the center of Staten Island, Richmondtown is about seven miles
from St. George and is located in LaTourette Park.
The town is In process of restoration and reconstruction. Certain notabl e
buildings on Staten Island, which would otherwise have been fost, have been moved
to Richmondtown to insure the ir prese rvation. Some reconstructions a re planned
to fi II in historical gaps. Some modern buildings, in cha racter with their
surroundings, wi I I also be addod to provide necessa ry services. Streets within
the area wit I be close d to ve hicular tra ffic ; pe ripheral highways wi I I give access
to parking fields and to tho visitors' e ntrance.
The houses wi II eventually be compl et e ly furnished and shops equipped with
tool s to show how previ ous gener ati ons I ived and worked. Qui et tree-1 ined streets,
gardens and orchards wi II form an attractive pa rt of tho setting of the town.
The Richmondtown Re storati on, which include s this bui Iding within its boundais the only project of Its kind in the metropo litan reg icn. It is adm inist e red by tho Staten Isl and Historical Soc iety unde r a contract between the Soci ety
and the New York City Depa rtment of Parks .
ries~

The County Cl e rk ' s and Surrogat e' s Offices is a two-story brick office building located on its origina l site and bul It In a simp! ified Ita I ianate styl e. The
o ldest section, built In 1848, was a one-story building. In 1858 a second story
was added , In 1877 a wing and in 1917 an extensi on t o the wing . AI I these
additions a re in keeping with the origina l structure . Abandoned in 1920, when
the County Cl e rk 1 s and Surrogat e' s Offices wore moved to St. George, it w ~s
renovated and t urned over t0 the Stat e n Isl and Historica l Soci ety in 1933- 35 f or
use as an Historical Museum.
History
Tho first European co loni sts settl ed in tho a rea t hat i s now known as
Richmondtown l n about 1680, the date of the first land grant. In 1695, a combined church, school and homo fo r t he lay reader and school teacher, known as
the Voorl eze r, was bui It by the congregati on of the Dutch Re formed Church. In
1696 the Dutch rece ived a lease of land in Coccl estown <Richmondtown) upon which
stood the Voorl ezer's house. This hamlet was prob~b ly known as Coccl estown
beca use of the heaps of oyster· and c lam she ll s or '\.:e cc l es" lcd i -1-here by ;-he
departing Ind ians.
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Many of the buildings we see in Richmondtown today were bui It In the early
part of the eighteenth century including a church, a county house, a jai I and
several houses. The Revolution had I ittle effect on this quiet community, except
for the ,fact that tho courthouse and church were destroyed because the Dutch were
believed to be sympathetic to the reb9l cause. In 1898 Staton Island became a
borough of the City of New York, and the many county functions and offices which
had been at Richmondtown were moved to St. George. By 1920 all the remaining
offices had also been transferred.
FINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS
On the basis of a careful consideration of the history, the architecture and
other features of these offices, the Landmarks Preservation Commission finds that
the County Clerk 1 s and Surrogate's Offices (Museum) has a special character,
special historic and aesthetic interest and value as part of the development,
heritage and cultural characteristics of New York City.
The Commission further finds that, among its important qual itles, the County
Clerk's and Surrogate's Offices (now a ~1useum} is a fine brick building in the
ltalianate style, that It was built over a period of years with several harmonious additions, that it served the county fer many years, adjacent to the courthouse, that it is an attractive feature of the Richmondtown Restoration and thct
the designation of this office building in this report wil I in no way preclude
its being incorporated in an Historic District at a later date.
Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 63 of the Charter of the
City of New York and Chapter 8-A of the Administrative Code of the City of New
York, the Landmarks Preservation Commission designates as a Landmark tho County
Clerk 1 s and Surrogate's Offices <Museum}, 303 Centre Street, Borough of Richmond
and designates as its related Landmark Site that part of the Borough of Richmond
Tax Map Block 4443, Lot I which contains the land on which the deicribed bui fding
is situated.

