Londaarks Preservation Commission
November 20, 1973, Number 20
LP-0763

318 ST4TI STRZIIT HOU3SE, Borouzh of Briooklyn. Bullt c. 1847,

f
Landnark Site: Borouzh of Brooklyn Tax lap Block 176, Lot 19.

On June 23, 1970, the Landmarks Prescrvation Commission held a
public hearinz on the proposcd desiznation as a landmark of the 318
State Strecet House and the proposed desiznation of the related Land-
nark Site (Item No. 76). The hearing had been duly advertised in
accordance with the provisions of law. Twenty-six vitnesses spoke
in favor of historic prescervation in the Boerum Hill neighborhood
and for the creation of the Boerum Hill Historic Distric. There
were no speakers in opposition to desiznation of the houses on
State Street.

DISCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

No. 318 State Street was built as one of a pair with No. 320
about 1847, in the Greek Revival style, which was very popular for
New York row houses in the 1830s and 1840s. John Combes, a partaer
in a Washinzton Harket pnroduce business with John Nix, acquircd No.
318 in Novenber 1846 for investncnt purposes. Nix acquired the ad-
joininz lot, No. 320. The houses must have been built early in 1847,
Theywere amonyz the first constructed on the blockiront.

These residences werc part of tie Boerum Hill community which
had forued the orizinal Town of Breuckelen founded in 1646 by Dutch
colonists. It was incorporatzsd into the larjer City of Brooklyn in
1834, The development of Boerum ill as an urban community bezan in
the 1840s and continued into the 1870s. llany of the houses which re-
main from this period incorporated Greck Revival and Italiante ele-
nents in the row house desizn. These houscs were buillt for merchants
and professional peonle, many oi whom worked in the Wall Strcet area
or in the vicinity of the Fulton Street Ferry.

A1l the land in this block had orizinally been part of the
Jacob Van Brunt farm. He willed it to his dauzhter Janc, wife of
Samuel T. Gerritscn, in 1842, State Strect was orizinally known as
Gerritsen Street. The Gerritsens and the Van Brunts, both old Dutch
families, had lonz been iut:rcouuzcted by marriaze and had some of
the largest landholdings in Kings County. Charles Hoyt and Russell
Nevins, two Mannattan recal cestate developers uith extensive intercsts
in Brooklyn, acquired the projerties on this block in 1833, Both
Hoyt and Nevins had strcets naued after them to the east of this
block.

The painted brick front of No. 318 rises three stories above a
rusticated basement. The two square-headed bhaseirent windows are set
behind ornamental i1ron 3rilles. The entranceway, »placed above a hizgh
stoop, is capped by a lov pediment, typical of the Greek Revival,

The paneled wood door 1s set bencath a rectaunzular zlass transon
with a row of dentils. The door is flanked by wood pilasters with
Doric capitals. The zlass sash in the vertical sidelizhts outside
the pilasters have been replaced by wood panels. The windows with
thelr six over six sash have stone lintels with slizhtly projecting
cap woldinzs. The roof corunice with its closcly spaced brick dentils
and wide brick fascia beuneath it, 1s also typical of the Greck Re-
vival.

Tz wrouzht-iron yard railinzs and the hand railingis of the
stoop are of a delicatec nature with curvilinear ornament at the top
of the hand railinys and fretwork at the base of the yard railinzs,
derived irom Greek sources. The vse of decorative wrou<ht ironwork
for railin ;s becanec popular in New York City in the Federal period
and continued in fashion in this area until mid-century. The crafts-
manship displays the skill of the local iron works.
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On June 23, 1970, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a
public hearinz on the proposed desiznation as a Landmark of the 318
State Strcet House and the proposed designation of the related Land-
mark Site (Item No. 76). The hearing had been duly advertised in
accordance with the provisions of law. Twenty-six uvitnesses spoke
in favor of historic preservetion in the Boerum Hill neizhborhood
and for the creation of the Boerum Hill Historic Distric. There
were no speakers in opposition to desiznation of the houses on
State Street. ‘

DISCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

No. 318 State Street was built as onec of a pair with No. 320
about 1847, in the Greek Revival style, which was very popular for
lew York row houses in the 133%30s and 1840s. John Conbes, a partner
in a Washington Ilarket produce business with John Nix, acquired No.
318 in November 1846 for investment purposes. Nix acquired the ad-
joining lot, No. 320. The houses must have been built early in 1847.
Theywere amonz the first constructed on the blockiront,

These residences werc part of tie Boerum Hill community which
had forued the orizinal To-m of Breuckelen founded in 1646 by Dutch
colonists. It was incorporatzd into the larzer City of Brooklyn in
1834, The development of Boerum dill as an urban community bzzan in
the 1840s and continued into the 1870s. Illany of the houses which re-
main from this period incorporated Greck Revival and Italiante ele-
nents in the row house desizn. These housces were built for merchants
and proiessional peonle, aany oi whom worked in the Wall Strecet area
or in the vicinity of the Fulton Street Ferry.

All the land in this block had orizinally been part of the
Jacob Van Brunt farm. He willed it to his dauzhter Jane, wife of
Samuel T. Gerritscen, in 1842, State Street was orizinally known as
Gerritsen Street. The Gerritsens and the Van Brunts, both old Dutch
fanilies, had lonz been iut:crcoununzcted by marriaze and had some of
the larzest landholdings in Kings County. Charles Hoyt and Russell
Nevins, two Manhattan recal estate developers uith extensive interests
in Brooklyn, acquired the properties on this block in 13833. Both
Hoyt and Uevins had strcets nazed after them to the east of this
block. ’

The painted brick front of No, 318 rises tarce stories above a
rusticated basement. The two square-headed baseirent windows are set
behind ornawmental iron 3rilles. The entranceway, placed above a high
stoop, is capped by a low pediment, typical of the Greek Revival,

The paneled wood door is set benecath a rectanzular zlass transon
with a row of dentils. The door is flanked by wood pilastcers with
Doric capitals. The zlass sash in the vertical sidelizhts outside
the pilasters have been renlaced by wood panels. The windows with
thelr six over six sash have stone lintels with slizhtly projecting
cap woldinzs. The roof corunice with its closely spaced brick dentils
and wide brick fascia becneath it, 1is also typical of the Greck Re-
vival.

Thaz wrouzht-iron yard railinzs and the hand railinis of the
stoop arec of a delicate nature with curvilinear ornauent at the top
of the hand- railinzs and fretwork at the base of the yard railinzs,
derived from Greek sources. The use of decorative wroucght ironwork
for railin;s became popular in New York City in the Federal pariod
and continued in fashion in this areca until mid-century. The crafts-
manship displays the skill of the local iron works.



