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318 ST~i TE STRZ~T .tlOUSE, Borou_-;l1 of Brloolclyn. Built c. 1847. 
! 

LandLlarlc Site: Borou3h of Broolclyn Tax Hap Block 176, Lot 19. 

On June 23, 1970, the Landillarks Preservatiop Commission held a 
~ublic hearin~ on the orooosod desi?nation as a Landmark of the 318 
.1.: ...:;; ..t: - ·.:J -

State Street House and the pro::~osed desi.::;nation ef the related JJ<:lnd-
~ark Site (Item No. 76). The hearins had been duly advertised in 
accordance Hith the provisions of lau. T'venty-six 1 !itnesses spolce 
in favor of historic preservation in the Boerum Hill nei;hborhood 
and for the creation of the Boerum Hill Historic Distric. There 
were no speakers in opposition to desiznation of the houses on 
State Street. 

D ISCRIPTIOH -'l.ND ~nTALYSIS 

No. 318 Sta te Street was built as one of a pair with No. 320 
about 1847, in the Greelc Revival style, TJhicl1 -:·ras very populcJ.r for 
New York row houses in the 1830s and 1840s. John Conbes, a partner 
in a Uas hin3ton :aarket produce business ·v1i t h John Nix, acquired No. 
318 in Noveubcr 1846 for invest·tJ::mt purposes. Nix acquired the ad­
joinin0 lot, No. 320. The houses must have been built early in 1847. 
Theywere amon3 the first constructed on tha blockfront. 

These residences were Jart of t~e Boerum Hill coumunity which 
had for :..,:; ed the o ri.::;inal To ~:n of Breuckelen founded in 1646 by Dutch 
colonists. It was incorporated into the larJe r City of Brooklyn in 
1834. The development of Boerum 3ill as an urban community be;an in 
the 1840s and continued into the 1870s. l~ny of the houses which re­
main from this period incorporated Greek Revival and Italiante ele­
ments in the row house desi3n. These houses were built for merchants 
and professional peo:Jle, :c:.1.::tny oi ~1hOi;] lJOrked in the Hall Stroet area 
or in the vicinity of the Fulton Street Ferry. 

All the land in this block had ori3inally been part of the 
Jacob Van Bru:nt farB. He "\l illed it to his dau .:;ht ar Jane, \Tife of 
Samuel T. Gerritsen, in 1842. St ate Stre et was ori3inally known as 
Gerritsen Street. The Gerritsens and the v~n Brunts, both old Dutch 
fauilies, had lon3 been int ~ rco~~ected by marria3e and had some of 
the lar3est lai.1dholdin:;s in Kin_ss County. Charles Hoyt and Russell 
Nevins, tv10 M an~1at t a n real est a tc developers ~J it h ext ensi VG interests 
in Brooklyn, acquired the pro)erties on this block in 1833. Both 
Hoyt and 11Jevins had str ee ts na::1ed aftor t i1em to the east of this 
block. 

The painted brick front of No. 318 rises three stories above a 
rusticated baseo ent. The two square-headed base~ent ~indows are set 
behind ornamental iron 3rilles. The entranceway, placed above a high 
stoop, is capped by a lou pediment, typical of the Greek Revival, 
The paneled wood door is set beneath a rectan3ular 3lass transom 
with a row of dentils. The door is flanked by wood pilasters with 
Doric capitals. The 3lass sash in the vertical sideli3hts outside 
the 'ilasters have been re)laced by ~ood p~nels. The windows with 
their six over six sash have stone lintels with sli3htly projectin3 
cap ~oldin3s. The roof cornice with its closely spaced brick dentils 
and wide brick fascia beneath it, is also typical of the Greek Re­
vival. 

T:13 Nrou::;ht-iron y.:t rd r.J.ilin.:::;s and the hand railin..:;s of the 
stoop ara of a delicat0 nature with curvilinear orna~ent at the top 
of the hand· railin3s and fretwork at the base of the yard railin3s, 
derived i rom Greek sources. The use of clecoro.tive TtTrouS"ht iromrork 
for railin ; s became popular in New York City in the Fede ral period 
and continued in fash 1on in this area until mid-century. The crafts­
manship displays the skill of the local iron works. 
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Landoark Site: Borou,sh of Brooklyn Tax Nap Block 176, Lot 19. 

On June 23, 1970, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a 
public hearin~ on the proposed desi3nation as a Landmark of the 318 
State Street House and the proposed desi3nation ~f the related Land­
W:lrk Site (Item No. 76). The i1earing had been duly advertised in 
accordance -vri th the provisions of law. T~venty-six ;:;i tness es spoke 
in favor of historic preserva tion in t he Boerum Hill neighborhood 
and for the creation of the Boerum Hill Historic Distric. There 
"'ivere no speakers in opposition to desi ::;nation of the houses on 
State Street. 

D ,~ ,SCRIPTIOH AND ANALYSIS 

No . 318 Sta te Street 1vas built as one of a pair with No. 320 
a bout 1847, in the Greek Reviva l style, · :::hich was very popula r f or 
New York row houses in the 1830s and 1840s. John Con bes, a partner 
in a lTashin.:ston I'furket produce business with John Nix, acquired No . 
318 in Novenber 1846 for invest ;:~ont purposes. Nix acquired the ad­
joinin,::; lot, No. 320. The houses must have been built early in 1847. 
Theywere amon3 the f irst construct ed on tha blockf ront. 

These residences were lJart of t ~le Boeruiil Hill coBmuni ty ·which 
had for:...::ed t he ori:3i nal To ~m of Breuckelen f ounded in 1646 by Dutch 
colonists. It was incorpora t ed i nto the l ar:;a r City of Brooklyn in 
1834. The development of Boerum Dill as an urban coBmunity began in 
the 1840s a nd cont inued into the 1870s. Hany of the houses 1vhich re­
nai n from this period incorporated Gre ek Reviva l and Italiant e ele­
nents in the row house desi :::;n. Th·3Se houses 11ere built for merc hant s 
and profe ssional peo lJle, :.:.nny oi \·Jhom uorked in the Hall Street a rea 
or in the vicinity of the Fulton Street Ferry. 

All the land in this block had ori3inally been part of the 
Jacob Van Brunt farm . He vJilled it to his dau.-;hter Jane , vrife of 
Samuel T. Gerrits en, in 1842 . State Stree t was ori3inally known as 
Gerritsen Street . The Gerritsens a nd the~ V3n Brunts, both old Dutch 
families, had lon:s been int ::: rco ~1"J.a cted by marria::;e and had some of 
the l a r gest l andholdin3s in Kings County. Charles Hoyt and Russell 
Nevins, t1vo Manhat t a n real es t2.ta develoJ)ers ' lith extensive i nterest s 
in Brooklyn, acquired t he pro )erti es on th i s block in 1833, Both 
Hoyt and :i.'Tevins had streets na::1ed aft er t hem to the east of this 
block. 

The painted brick front of No. 318 rises t~ree stories above a 
rust i cated basement. The t wo square- headed base2ant windows ar e s~t 
behind ornament al iron _;rilles. The ent r ancelvay , :tJ laced above a hi gh 
stoop, is capped by a lou pediment , typica l of the Greek Revival. 
The paneled wood door is set beneath a rectanJul ar 3l ass tra nsom 
with a r ow of dentils. The door is flanked by wood pilasters with 
Doric capitals . The 3lass sash in t he vertical sideli3hts outside 
the :;.J ilast ers have been re lJl aced by 1·:ood pa.nels. The u indows ui th 
their six over six sash have stone l intels with s l i3htly projectin3 
cap moldin3s . The roof cornice with its clos ely spaced br i ck dentils 
and wide brick fascia beneath it , is a lso typical of the Gr eek Re­
vival. 

T:13 lHOU3ht-i r ou ya rd railin3s and the ha nd railin_ss of the 
stoop ar e of a del i ca t e nature with cu rvilinear orn~cl ent a t the top 
of the hand· railin3s and fre t work a t the base of the yard railin~s , 
derived f rom Greek sources . The use of decora tive Hrought iromrork 
f or railiu; s be came popular in New York City in the Federal period 
and co ntinued in f ashi on i n this area until mid-century. The craf ts­
manship displ ays the skill of the lo ca l iron uo r ks . 


