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320 STATZ STMET HOUSE, Borou:;h of Brooklyn. Built c. 1847 

Land~ark Site: Borou:;h of Brooklyn Tax ~~P Block 176, Lot 20, 

On June 23, 1970, the Landmarks Preservation Comr!lission held a 
public hearin3 on the proposed dosi:;nation as a Landmark of the 320 
State Street House and the proposed desi~nation of the related Land­
mark Site (Item No. 77). The hearin3 had been duly advertised in 
accordance with the provisions of the law. Twenty-six witnesses 
spoke in favor of historic preservation in the Boerum Hill nei3h­
borhood and for the creation of the BoerUB Hill Historic District. 
There were no speakers in opposition to d a s i~nation of the houses 
on State Street. 

D -~SCRIPTION AND ~u~ALY;3IS 

No. 320 State Street was built as one of a pair with No. 318 
about 1847, in the Greek Revival style, ·iltlich uas very popular for 
Ne~or York rou houses in the 1830s and 1840s. John Nix, a partner in 
a \la s hin~t on l'·larl;:et produce business tJi t h John Combes, ac quired 
No. 320 in Novembe r 1846 for invest ment purposes. Combes acquired 
the adjoinin3 lot, No. 318. The houses must hav e been built early 
in 1847. They uere anon3 the i irst construct ed on the block front. 

These residences were pa rt of tho Boerum Hill community which 
formed the ori ::;inal To1•T11 of Bre u.cltolen founded in 1646 by Dutch 
colonists. It was incorpora t ed into the lar3er City of Brooklyn in 
1834. The development of Bo erum Hill as an urba n coDnnuni ty be:;an 
in the 1840s a nd cant inued into the 1870s. Hany of the hous es 
which remain from this period incorporated Greek Revival and Ital­
ianate elements in the roo;r house desi:;n. These houses were built 
f or mercl1ants and professional peo:plo, nany of ·Hhom tJorked in the 
Vvall Street ar ea or in the vicinity of the Fulton Street ferry. 

All the l and on this block ha d ori3i nally be en pa rt of tho 
Jacob Va n Brunt fa r a . He 1-Jilled it to his da u:::;ht e r Ja n e , wi fe of 
Samuel T. Gerritsen, in 1824. Sta te Street was oriJ inally known as 
Gerritsen Street. The Gerritsens and the Va n Brunts, both old Dutch 
f amilies, had lon:; been interconn ect ed by marria:;e and had so~e of 
the lar~est Aandholdin:;s in Kin6s County. Cha rl es Hoyt a nd Russ ell 
Nevins, t Ho l'1anhatt a n real es tat e; developers oi th ext ensive i nt er est s 
in Brooklyn, -acquire d t he p roperti es on thi s block i n 1833. Both 
Hoyt a nd Nevins had s t reets najned afto r t hem to the east of t his 
bloclc. 

Tho t hree-story brick f ront of No. 320 i s s epara ted from the 
basement by a broa d stone band. course. The ent r ancev-my, pl a ced a bove 
a hi3h s toop , is ca pped by a low pedi ment, typica l of the Gr eek Re­
v i val. The woo d door, which is of a l a t er :period, i s s et beneath a 
r ectan3ula r tra nsow. Tha vertica l areas on ea ch s ide of the doo r 
once conta ined s i deli ,:shts, but t he :;l a ss has been re pl a ced by 1-rood 
panels. Stone lint els with sli3htly proj ectin3 cap moldins s top 
the windows •. The roo f co rni ce ~ith it s clos ely s paced brick dentils, 
a nd wide brick fa s cia is a l s o t ypi ca l of the Greek Revival. 

The 1-Jrou ::;ht-iron yar d railin:;s and t he hand rail i n3s of the 
s toop are of a del i ca t e na t ure wi th curvi linear ornament a t the t op 
of t he hand r a ilings and fr et vork a t the ba s e of the ya rd r a ilinJ , 
de r i ved fr om Gr eek sources. ~he us e of decorative wrought iro~1 ork 
f or railin3s be came popula r i n New York City i n the Federal period 
and cont inued in fashion in this area unt il mid- century. The ~rnft­
illanship displa ys the skil l of the l oca l iron works . 



FINDiliT~3 .AND D2SIGNA ·riONS 

On the basis of a careful consideration of the history, the 
architecture and other features of this building, the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission finds that the 320 State Street House has a 
s,ecial character, special historical and aesthetic interest and 
VJ. lue as part of the developnent, herita:~e and cultural character­
istics of New York City. 

The CoE~ission furth2r finds that amon3 its important qualities, 
the 320 State Street House is a fine example of the Greek Revival 
style of architecture, tL1at it is one of a handsone pair of houses, 
that it contribut s s to the disnity of the street and that this house 
adds si3nificantly to the ov2rall character of the Boerum Hill com­
munity. 

AccorJin~ly, yursuant to the provisions of Chapter 63 of the 
Charter of t he City of Nmr York and Chapter 8-A of the Administrative 
Code of the City of New· York, the Landmarks Preservation Commission 
desiGnates as a Landmark the 320 State Street House, Borou3h of 
Brooklyn and desi3nates Tax lfup Block 176, Lot 20, Borous h of Brook­
lyn, as its Land~ark Site. 


