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SH-CI HD 

BOUNDARIES AND INTRODUCTION 

The SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District in lower Manhattan is nea.rly rectangular 
in shape and is bounded by Canal Street, Broadway, Howard Street, . Crosby Street, 
East Houston Street , 1Jest Houston Street and Nest Broadway . . · It consists of 26 
city blocks and contains about 500 buildings. 

The hyphenated name, r SoHo-Cast Iron1· was cho'seri for· the designation o.f New 
York City's twenty-third Historic District in order to suggest some of the diversity 
of the area. The ''Cast Iron··· portion of the ~ame refers to the unique collection 
of cast-iron structures located within the District~- nsoP.o·~ ;: meaning · "South of 
Houston, " is the acronym adopted by a g roup of artists '.who moved, in the1960s, 
lnto what then seemed to be a dtit>med neighborhood. · 'fliey have given it a new life, 
making feasible the preservatiori ' bf an irreplaceable pi=i.rt of .our cultural heritage. 
The use of the double name is also 'ihterided to suggest' that, ·even architecturally, 
the District contains more than just cast-iron buildings, important though they 
are. Indeed, the District contains some of the City's most interesting extant 
examples of brick, stone and mixed iron-and-masonry commercial construction of 
the post-Civil Var period. 

The body of this designation report is divided into three parts : 

Part _!_discusses the social and economic history and the architectural develop­
ment of the area, and provides background information on the use of cast iron as 
a building material and its application to architectural forms. Through this 
analysis, the following factors relating to the unique significance of the District 
are emphasized: 

(1) The social , cultural and economic history of the District has been, and 
is again becoming, as varied and colorful as any to be f ound in New York 
City. 

(2) The illustration it provides of 19th-century commercial architectural 
styles is probably as complete, well documented and geogr aphically compact 
as any to be found in the United States. 

(3) The collection of well preserved cast-iron structures , now unrivalled in 
the world, demonstrates how cast iron was used in 19th-century commercial 
construction. It also illustrates in a tangible way all sides of a great . 
aesthetic debate. Some of the more thoughtful 19th-century theorists 
hoped, through a synthesis between engineering and architecture, to deve lop 
a truly representative contemporary style. 

In Part II the thirteen streets that either border or run through the District 
are arranged alphabetically and discussed block by block. In each case there is 
an introductory section describing the general character of the block in question 
with detailed descriptions of buildings of particular interest, followed by a 
t abular listing of all the pertinent information known about each structure in 
the block. 

Part III contains appendices, sources and credits , bibliography as well as the 
findings of the Landmarks Preservation Commission. 
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TESTIMOHY AT PUBLIC HEARINGS 

On July 21 , 1970 the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public hearing 
on a proposal to designate a Cast Iron Historic District (Item No. 2) within the 
above described boundaries . . · . This proposed Historic District included a number of 
buildings in the tier of blocks between 3roadway .ai;id Crosby St.reet, from Howard 
Street to East Houston Street, that i~ere an addition to the buildings contained in 
a previously proposed Historic District .that had •be§n th~ . subject of a .public 
hearing on. June 23, 1970 (Item No. 2) and which was also reconsidered on July 21, 
1970 (Item No. 1). 

The hearings had been duly advertised in accordance with the. law. At the 
July 21, 1970 hearing, thirteen .persons · spoke in favor . of a Ca,~t . Iron Historic 
Dist.rict and five individuals opposed ' iX. The witnesses . favoring designation 
clearly indicated that there is great" support for this propo'sed Historic Di'strict ; 
they also indicated a pref ererice for the enlarged boundaries as proposed on 
July 21, 1970 (Item No. 2) .' · . · :·'.--

~ : 

., 

... . ' 

:' 
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Part I 

1. LAND USE: SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC HISTORY 

Th~ _ _foloni_~!__!>erio~_..:_ Farms and Forts 

During the Dutch Colonial ·period, . the area . of the present Historic District 
was farmland that had .been granted to some of the manumitted slaves of the Dutch 
1·1est India Company. (l)* Many of these Blacks had been freed by an order of February 
2'5, 1644 after they had belonged to the Company for almost twenty years. They were 
then ostensibly on the same footing as other free people in New Netherland and they 
were expected to earn their livelihood by agriculture but their future was consider­
ably less secure than that of the other citizens. Their children, both those born 
and those yet to be born, were to be slaves of the Company.(2) This practice was 
demonstrated on December 6 , 1663 when Domingo Angola and his wife, Marycke , free 
Blacks and owners of a plot of land lying roughly between Houston Street, Prince 
Street, Greene Street and Broadway'3peti tioned the Provincial Coun,cil for the manu­
mission of Christina, a baptized orphan daughter of Manuel Trumpeter and his wife 
Anthonya. The Council would grant their request on condition that either another 
Negro slave be provided for the Dutch l'lest India Company in her place or that three 
hundred guilders be paid for her release. Cn September 16, 1664, Govert Loockermans, 
0rphan-Master of the .Province , paid the three hundred guilders for Christina's 
freedom. ( 4) 

The SoHo-Cast Iron District thus has the added .interest of having been the 
site of the first free Black settlement on Manhattan Island. It retained a Black 
population for over two hundred years, until the middle of the 19th Century, when 
the ar,ea changed from residential to colilI'lercial use.(5) 

In the 1660s, Augustine Herrman(c. 1605-1686) began to acquire much of the land 
in and near the Historic Distr1ct.(6) He had been born and raised in Prague but was 
forced to flee in 1618 to Amsterdam with his parents after his father had been out­
fawed for political activities. After serving for a short time in the army of 
Gustavus Adolfus of Sweden, Augustine Herrman joined the Dutch \'!est India Company 
and traded for them in Curacao, Brazil and New Netherland. In 1643, he left the 
Company and became the agent in New Netherland for the great Amsterdam mercantile 
f irm of Peter Gabry & Sons. He built a large fortune through trade in furs, 
slaves and indigo while in their service , and became the largest exporter of 

·· · tobacco in America. Herrman bought extensive tracts of land on Manhattan Island 
and in New Jersey not only for himself but for Govert Loockermans and his brother-

·· in-law, Nicholas Bayard. Peter Stuyvesant sent him to Maryland in 1659 to conduct 
negotiations with Lord Baltimore concerning the boundary between his territory and 
that of the Dutch. The map of the Maryland te;rritory, on which Herrman worked for 
ten years, so pleased Lord Baltimore that he gave HerTIT1an over thirteen thous.and 
acres of land in ~1aryland and the hereditary title of Lord of the Manor. Herrman 
died at Bohemia Manor, Maryland, in 1686. His land holdings in the area of the 
'Historic District passed to his brother-in-law, Nicholas Bayard, near the end of 
the 17th Century.(7) 

Nicholas Bayard (c. 1644-1707), a nephew of Peter Stuyvesant, was born in the 
Netherlands and was brought to this country by his l~other in 1647. He served the 
government of the Colony in a number of capacities including Surveyor of the Prov­
ince and Mayor of the City. In 1686, while serving as Mayor, he helped to draw 
up the Dongan Charter which guaranteed the rights and privileges of colonial citi­
zens. During 1689, when the Colony was convulsed by the "Glorious ·Revolution11 , 

which culminated in New York with Leisler's Rebellion, Bayard fle<l to Albany to 
escape assassination at the hands of the Leisleri tes. t·Jhen he learned that his 
son, Samuel, was ill , he returned to the City and was arrested and thrown into 
prison. He remained in prison until he was released by Henry Slaughter whom King 
Wi llian had newly appointed Governor of the Province. 

* See: Footnotes, pp. 26-30 
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Leisler and his son-in-law, Milbourne , after surrendering the Province to 
Slaughter, were arrested, ·tried and on May 16, 1691, hanged and beheaded for the 
crime of high treason. But the factionalism did not die with Leisler. l'Jhen Lord 
Bellomont, who was sympathetic toward the Leislerites, was appointed the chief 
executive of New York, the Leislerites accused Bayard and others of-being Jacobite 
pirates in league with Captain Kidd. Bayard, in turn, was tried for high treason 
before Chief Justice Atwood and sentenced to be hanged and dismembered. · Before 
the execution order could be carried out , however, Bayard's appeal was granted and 
the sentence ·was annulled. All his lands which had been confiscated were restored to 
him and Bayard died quietly in New York City in 1707.(8) 

The SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District lies in part within the western section 
of the Bayard Farm and during the 18th Century there was little change in its rural 
character.(9) This was due to the fact that it was cut off by natural barriers 
from the settlement at the lower tip of Manhattan. The Collect Pond and the stream 
flowing from it, Smith ' s Hill , Bayard's Hill and Lispenard's Meadow (Cripplebush 
Swamp) all COJTJbined to slow the northward expansion of the City.(10) Broadway 
was not extended north of Canal Street until after 1775(11) and the surrounding 
land, even at this date , was still being farmed. 

1'1hen the Revolution erupted. a series of fortifications and redoubts were 
built across Manhattan. There were two forts on Mercer Street between Broome and 
Spring streets ; a third was located in the center of the block bounded by Grand, 
Broome, Mercer and Greene streets ; and another stood between Grand and Broome 
Streets, Broadway and Crosby Street,breastworks stretched across Brondway a f ew 
feet north of Grand Street.(12) 

The~Early Republic 

As a result of financial difficulties caused by the Revolutionary 
Bayard, the third of that name, was forced to mortgage his West Farm. 
into lots at the close of the 18th Century but very little development 
until the first decade of the' 19th Century. (13) 

!Var, Nicholas 
It was divided 
took place 

As early as 1794, the area near the junction of Broadway and Canal Street had 
~Jtracted a few manufacturing businesses. On the northwest corner of the inter­
section stood the cast-iron foundry and sales shop of Joseph Blackwell, wealthy 
merchant and owner of Blackwell ' s Island.(14) Next to his property was that of 
Thomas Duggan who owned a number of lots along Canal Street which was then called 
[)uggan Street. He operated a tannery near Blackwell's foundry. (15) 

By the early 1800s , landowners in the area had begun to petiti_on the Common 
Council to drain and fill the Collect Pond, its outlet to the Hudson River and 
Lispenard 's 1 ~eadow. Nhat had been a bucolic retreat for the residents of the Dutch 
and English town had become a serious health hazard to the citizens of the City 
and an impediment to its development. The shores of the Collect were strewn with 
garbage and the rotting carcasses of dead aninals, the stream along Canal Street was 

fl. sluggish sewer of green water and parts of Lispenard's Meadow were a bog 
that yearly claimed a number of cows. It was also a breeding ground for the mos­
quitoes that almost every summer spread the dreaded yellow fever plagues. After 
years of bickering and numerous plans and proposals, Bayard's Hill which stood over 
one hundred feet above the present grade of Grand Street and the other hills in 
the vicinity were cut down and used, together with the City's rubbish , to fill in 
the marshy land.(16) 

In 1809, Broadway was paved and sidewalks were constructed from Canal Street 
to Astor Place and serious development of the area began. IIowever, even before 
this , a number of prominent men had chosen to build their houses along this section 
of Broadway. Citizen Genet , James Fennimore Cooper, Samuel Lawrence and the Rev­
erend John Livingston all lived near the intersection of Spring Street and Broad­
way. (17) Spring Street was one of the earliest streets opened -for development 
and the oldest house in the Historic District still stands on Spring Street. It 
is No. 107, a frame house with a ·brick front built by Conrad Brooks, a shoemaker, 
about 1806. 

Another early house on Spring Street is the 1'Jilliam Dawes house at No. 129 
which was built in 1817. As late as the 1950s a well of ~1anhattan Company which 
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used to supply water to the City was located in an alley behind the house. It 
was in this well that the bodyof Juliana Elmore Sands was discovered on January 
2, 1800, .and its d;i.scovery electrified the community. A young man named Levi 
Weeks who was said to be her fiance was arrested for her murder.. He was defended, 
among others,, by Aaron Burr, one of the organizers of. the Manhatt .. an Company, and by 
Alexander Hamilton . . 1t is ironic that these two men s'hould join in the defense of 
l'leeks but it indicate~ the enormous amount of public excitement and iterest in the 
case . . After three ciays _<;>f testimony before a packed courtroom and with hundreds 
of people crowded in ~he street outside, the jury found Weeks innocent of the charges 
It was determined that the young woman had committed .suicide in a fit of melancholy. 
But rumors about the affair persisted and tales of a white robed ·figure moaning 
at the well and alarm bells in the night continued for many years after the' event.Cm: 

· The mystery remained unique in the folklore of the City until the murder of Mary 
Rogers, a salesgirl in a cigar shop in the St .. Nicholas Hotel, forty years later. 
The sections of the_ hotel that are still standing on Broadway near Spring Street 
may occupy the site of ·this earlier hotel. (19) ·. The murder was described in 
depth ·by .Edgar Allen _Poe ,in .his short story"The. Mystery of Marie Roget." 

1815-1850 - A Residential Neighborhood 

The development of the DiStrict was slowed by ~lJ.e . l'Jar of 1812, but after 
the economy recovered from the post-war depression, building activity was rapidly 
renewed in the area. Because wealthy and influential men had settled along the · 
northern: .section of that · part ··of Broadway which runs through the District and in 
the area im.mediately north o'f Houston Street, .the sense o;f prestige which their 
names gave to the neighborhood made it attractive ta the growing number of middle 
class families in the City. The period between 1815 and 1825 was a decade of 
enormous growth for the Eighth Ward in which the Historic District (except for 
those blocks between Broadway and Crosby Street) formed the easternmost part. Its 
population more than doubled , changing .it from an area that had been described as 

. one of Hhill ~nd dale and pleasant valley:' to the most populous Ward in the City. (20) 
Nearly three dozen houses in the District date from this period of growth. Two 
almost complete rows of Federal houses still stand; oneon the south side of Spring 
Street between Wooster Street and West Broadway -and the other on the north side 
of C_anal St.reet between Mercer and Greene Streets. Samuel F. B. Morse lived at 
No .. 321 Canal Street in 1825. (21} 

1850-1900 - En~ertainment, Sommerce an4 Industry 

For the thirty years between 1820 and 1850, the l'/tstrict remained a stable 
residential neighborhood, but in the 1850s it began to change, and to change rapidly. 
The transformation at this time was due in no small p~rt tQ the new development 
that h,ad begun to alter Broadway. · The decade of the . 1850s saw the metamorphosis 
of Broadway from a street of small brick retail shops into a boulevard of marble, 
cast-iron ·and' brownstone commercial palazzos. Lord & Taylor, Arnold Constable 
& C,o., Tiffany & Co. , E. V. Haughwout and others established their stores on or 
near Broadway. Major hotels joined them: the Union Hotel, the City Hotel, the 
Prescott House, the Metropolitan and the magnificent St. Nicholas Hotel. The famous 
music ha.Us and theaters soon opened: Brougham's Lyceum,, the Chinese Rooms, Buckley's 
Minstrel Hall, ,. the Olympic, Lafayette Hall, the Americ;an Art Union, the American 
Musical JT1stitute and many more, made Broadway between. Canal and Hou~ton Streets 
the entertainment c.·e_-p~er of the City.. (22) · 

The decade also saw a radical change in the small cobbled streets behind the 
splendid facades of Broadway. They, too, became an entertainment center and were 
as famOl\S for their diversions as was Broadway. There were even guide books and 
directories specifically published for the area. It had become the red light dis­
trict. Crosby, Mercer and Greene Streets , Nest Broadway and Houston Street all 
had their ' 1ton'! houses, houses of assignation and la~ie_s ' boarding houses that 
catered to every taste. A lonely traveller could visit }frs. Hathaway and ' 'view 
s~me. of-. her fair QUakeresses 11 : or Mrs. Everett whose ·'beautiful senoritas are 
quit p nccompjliHhhd .1' .· · or _Hiss Lizzie Wright ano. ner 11French belles 11 : or Madame 
Louisa kanth 1s which wasi'un tio:n the German order11 '. or f ~iss Virginia Penriques' 
where qits lady, its boarders , its fixins and fashions !! were on the Creole 
order' 1 • (23) 

:; . ; 
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But pleasure was not the only business o-F the Historic District during the 
1850s. As the middle class families began to leave the area, small manufacturing 
companies took their place. Brady's Iron Foundry, Althouse Iron Works, a number 
of copper and brass shops , locksmiths, and China and glass nanufactories made and 
sold their products here. There were cabinet makers producing pianos, chairs and 
tables , together with the lumber yards to supply the wood they needed. Lorillard 1 s 
Snuff ~1anufactory occupied most of the block between Broome, Spring , Wooster and 
l'Jest Broadway and Appleton & Co. , book 'Publishers, used the Howard building on 
Greene Street as their warehouse. (24) · 

The 1860s brought another great change in the character of the area. The 
Ei ~hth !\lard, in the five year period between 1860 and 1865, lost 25% of its popula­
tion, the highest r ate of loss for any of the !'lards below 14th Street. This loss 
was due in part to the increasing sordidness and danger that developed around 
the brothels but the najor cause of the exodus was the movement of factories and 
warehouses into the ~1ard. (25) Despite this shift in land use , the value . of the 
real estate actually decreased during the Civil l<'ar but the trend was dramatically 
reversed in 1868. This was the first year of one of the greatest speculative eras 
in the City's history.(26) At the close of the Nar , the value of the property in 
the Eighth Ward had been assessed at a little over $18,000,000, but in 1868 it was 
assessed at nearly $26 , 000 ,000 -- an increase in three years greater than the increas 
over the twenty year period between 1845 and 1865. This increase and the fact that 
t he ~Vard was strategically located close to the largest business markets in t he City 
and near the docks along the North River did not go unnoticed. Boss Tweed and his 
Rine began t o Plake plans for the section but before their schemes could be carried 
out the Ring was broken and the Panic of 1873 hit the country.(27) 

It took six years to recover from the eff ects of the Panic but, beginning in 
1879 and continuing into the 1890s , lHrge factories and stores were built along the 
str eets parallel to Broadway. The District was no longer the City' s entertainMent 
center but had now become a center for the mercantile and dry-goods trade. Some of 
the most important textile f irms in the country were located here and conducted 
1'1orld-wide trade wort~ nillions of dollars. 

Cheney Brothers, one of the foremost silk-fabric manufacturers in the world , 
maintained offices at 477-479 Broome Street in a cast-iron building designed by 
Elisha Sniffen. This remarkable family began their silk manufacturing 1838 in 
South Manchester, Connecticut, where they constructed a company tmm that was noted 
for its humanitarian planning .(28) The family was not only noteworthy for its 
business acumen but Seth :·,rells Cheney and his brother, John, also made notable 
contributions to American arts and letters.(29) 

The cast-iron building designed by John Correja on the northeast corner of 
Grand Street and Broadway was occupied by Hills & Gibb , a world-wide dry-goods 
firm with offices in Nottingham , Paris, Calais , and major American cities. It 
was the largest firm of its type in the country.(30) 

w G. Hitchcock & Co. was a prominent i mport and coJT!JTiission firm that had 
been established in 1818 by Pierre Becar. Among its early partners were Aaron 
Arnold and James M. Constable of Arnold Constable & Co. They had their off ices 
in the Griffith Thomas cast-iron building at 453-455 Broome Street and dealt 
mainly in silks.(31) 

The Jennings Lace l'Torks which had its factory in Brooklyn, kept their main 
office at 77 Greene Street where they introduced into this country Chantilly , Point 
d'Alencon and Breton lace . (32) 

Oelbermann, Domrnerich & Co. which had its own building at 57-63 Greene Street 
was an old dry-goods firm . Its trade was so extensive that there was hardly a 
branch of b~e dry-goods business that did not have dealings with the company. Thei r 
annual sales by 1393 amounted to about $15,000 , 000.(33) 

The building at 455 Broadway was the main office for Belding Brothers & Co ., 
which , at one time , was one of the most important ~anufacturin~ interests ~n the 
country . They had mills which produced sewing-silk in !1ontreal, San Francisco, 
Northampton, Mass. , Rockville , Conn. and Belding , Mic. which had been named after 
the family. (34) 
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1'1ith the end of the 19th Century came an end to speculative interest and growt h 
in the area. The center of the City had long since moved northward and with it the 
prominent businesses soon followed. Marginal industries, such as dealers in textile 
and paper wastes , small . apparel firms that produced· underwear and standard .design 
women's clothing, that did not change with ·the fashions, filled the vacancies left 
by the older busineSS!3S .. (35) 

, . · Decay and Rebirth ,.. ·:.. Artists and Industry 
.,. 

For the next sixty years, the District lay unchanged and forgotten by the 
City in a limbo of small industrial and commercial enterprises. It was not until 
the 1960s that a new movement began to stir. This , surprisingly enough, was 
caused by the trend among artists to paint on lar r,er and larger canvasses. The 
high-ceilinged , empty lofts .of SoHo provided the· large spaces that they needed 
for their work and the rents were very low. • Hi th ' the help of City agencies , the 
zoning laws . w~re ii:naginatively amended to permit the migration" of artists .into the 
area without, - ~t the same time, dri v:i.ng, .out the Barginal industries whose employment 
of thousands of semi-skilled workers fills , a necessary niche iri the City's economy . 
The result h~s been that the SoHq-Cast Iron Historic District is f ast becoming one 
of the most i mportant creative c.enter.s of contempO'rary art in the nation. At the 
same time , the innovative zoning provisions are demonstrating how, with appropriate 
provisions . for heal th and safety~ manufacturing, cornnercial and certain residential 
uses can e~ist side-by-side. I f the. demonstration continues to succeed as it has 
during the past few years , SoHo may well provide a wider lesson. ''li t h a 1i ttle 
i magination, eff.o;rt and ingenuity, exciting alternatives to demolition can be f'ound 
f or the s,tagnant and decaying areas of our cities. ' These alternatives have. the 
further advantage , which "slum clearance" lacks, of preserving the continui ty of a 
city's cultural and historic heritage -- in the case of the SoI·Io-C:a'st Iron District , 
the preservation of a unique concentration of structures of great historic signif­
icance. 

. ' .' ' 
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2 . STYLISTIC HISTORY 

The SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District is significant not only for its historic 
role in the commercial development of New York City, but also for the survival of 

, the largest concentration of full and partie.l. cast-iron facades anywhere in the 
world. A majority of the buildings that incorporate full fronts of cast iron date 
from the decade of the 1870s, though a substantial number of complete masonry 
structures, as well as those combining masonry .and cast iron, date from earlier 
and later decades. 

The earliest extant buildings within the Historic District date back to the 
first decade of the 19th century when the area was exclusively residential. By 
mid-century , most of the early houses had either been replaced or converted for 
commercial purposes, ' though there .reT'lain today over thirty identifiable Federal 
period buildings within the District boundaries. They are far outnumbered , however, 
by non-residential structures dating from every decade of the second half of the 19ti 
century plus a few belonging :to the 20th. Although the commercial character of the 
area was firmly established by the 1870s, the broad range of construction dates 
can be attributed to the need for expansion, the need to keep in step with changing 
fashions and the need to replace structures lost or damaged by fire. 

Early_ Non-Commercial Architecture 

The earliest known building rema1n1ng in the Historic District is a c. 1806-
08 Federal style brick house. now covered by stucco, located at 10'/ Spring Street. 

· Although the only .discernible Federal characteristics remaining on this building 
are its handsome stone lintels, three later Federal houses in the Historic District 
retain their original doorways. One of these is the house at 105 Mercer Street, 
built in 1819-20 , which has kept intact the original wooden columns flanking the 
door, above which is an outstanding leaded fanlight. Another common treatment of 
Federal doorways was a rectangular transom outlined by an egg-and-dart molding as 
exemplified by the entrances to 146 and 156 Spring Street, which also retain 
their original entry columns. These three houses, though the best preserved, are 
similar in their basic characteristics to the other extant Federal houses in the 
Historic District. For the most part they are three stories high with a width of 
twenty-five feet. Their Flemish bond brickwork is now often covered by stucco, 
.but some of them retain their original peaked roofs with one or two dormers. 

Since the area did not develop into a com.mercial center until the second half 
of the century, it would be reasonable to assume that quite a nu..mber of residential 

. structures must have been built in the Greek Revival style between the late 1820s 
and the i840s. 0ddly enough, however, only two surviving buildings in the Historic 
District (589 Broadway and 127 Grand Street) are identifiable, either stylistically 
or by documented construction date, as belonging to the Greek Revival period. 

By mid-century, the area of Broadway lying within the District had developed 
into the leading entertainment center of the City. The sole survivor of the many 
theaters and hotels erected during that period is a small portion of the once 
elegant St. Nicholas Hotel, completed in 1854.; The lintels on the rema1n1ng 
section , located at 521-523 Broadway, are embellished by garlands, volutes and :; 
elaborate keystones, characteristics of the new French influence. Other contem­
porary hotels in the · area, such as the 1851 Metropolitan Hotel, long since demol­
ished, were, however, built in a strict Italianate manner with arched ground­
fl oor windows and a combination of projecting lintels and cur ved and peaked pedi­
ments over the upper story square-headed windows. 

?arly Commercial Architecture 

During the saPle period when hotels and theaters were prevalent along Broadway , 
elegant retail stores, many of which catered to the carriage trade, also began 
to appear. Although there had previously been food stores and service shops inter­
mingled with the row houses , the new scale of commercial development, which 
began in 1850s, permanently changed the character of the District '. 

Two of the more prominent early emporiums, the Haughwout Building and the 
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Arnold Constable & Co. store, remain today as significant landmarks of the changing 
era. Their importance lies not only in their imposing commercial grandeur, but 
also in the use of cast iron in their facades. The two buildings utilize the 
material in two different ways. The Arnold Constable store uses cast-iron ground­
floor columns to support a traditional masonry front. The Haughwout Building facade 
is made entirely of cast irori. 

The practice of using cast iron for storefronts and for architectural orna­
mentation had l?egun in the United States much .earl;i.er, though a complete cast-iron 
facade was practically unknown until James Bogardus erected, in 1843, .a drugstore 
with. a full cast-iron facade for John Milhau at 183 Broadway. (36) It was soon 
followed by his own factory building and by five stores for Edgar H. Laing at the 
corner of Nashington and Murray Streets. Although Bogardus served as a forceful 
catalyst in popularizing the use of cast-iron .facades for commercial structures, 
he was primarily. an engineer and inventor. -fhe ' actual work of casting was left 
to others. Beca)lse of this· role Bogard~s'. w~~ :s()ori. . superseded by Daniel · D. Badger, 
president of Architectural Iron l'.!orks , as :the dominant figure in the . developing use 
of architecural cast iron in New York .Ci.ty". 

; Badger, who was first listed in the 1~49 Directory as a manufacturer of iron 
shutters, is mo$t famous for the full Venet~an Renaissance .facade on the Haughwout 
Building of 1857. His work . is, however, found frequently throughout the District in 
the form of cast-iron storefronts and roof cornices, the earliest extant examples 
being on the 18.~2 granite store built for Seabury Brewster at 535 Broadway. Like 
many of the masonry facades of the 1850s and 1860s, these early iron storefronts 
and cornices usually have a classical feeling which mirrors the Italianate style 
so popular in contemporary residential architecture. The predominant characteris­
tics. of these .commercial masonry buildings, whether or not they contain cast-iron 
elements, are round-arched windows and squar.~-headed windows topped by a pediment or 
cornice slab. Balustrades also frequently appear below second-story windows, and 
occasionally below the more important windows on other floors. These structures, 
which are in most cases completely symmetrical, average five stories in height with 
a width of from three to six bays. The roof cornices, whether of iron or stone, 
are usl,:lally suppo,rted by heavy consoles .or paired brackets · between which frequently 
appear frieze moldings. The cornices a;re also at times topped by pediments, as 
exemplified by the 1854 building at 508 Broadway. 

The cast-iron storefronts used in conjunction with these stately Italianate 
· facaqes . are nearly all composed of classic Corinthian columns between which were 
placed the show windows. Other cast:-iron $torefrcmts from the . 1850s and 1860s, 
either from Badger's Architectural Iron t\Jorks or-' other foundries, reflect the much 
more ornamental character of the French Renaissance style. · An identifying element 

·. found on this type of storefront is a. medallion or cartouche form applied to the 
columns or pilasters. · These are frequently. combined with scrolled brackets. 
Corinthian capitals ·are found on both French and Italianate designs. . .. 

Stylized, geometric capitals wer~ alsb occasionally used on early cast-iron 
storefronts, such as those cappinri the pilasters of the 1855 storefront from 
Badger 's Archite.ctural Iron 1'Jorks at 44 Mercer Street. Such a direct, "two-di­
mensional" approach anticipates the predominant neo-Grec influence found on the full 
cast-iron facades of the 1870s, · the period of greatest popularity. 

The manner in .which many of the cast-iron storefronts combine French and 
· Italian elements is reflected in s:i,n.ilar combinations on masonry facades. One 
of the more outstanding examples of such a building is the previously mentioned 
<Arnold Constable ·store, dating from 1856 with an identical extension added in 

· 1862 .. '.fhe Corinthian capita ls atop the pilasters of the iron storefront, cast 
by the Merklee & Nichol foundry , as well as the round-arched windows of the 
second floor are decidedly Italianate components. This Italian influence is again 
seen on the marble Canal Street facade of the same building where the paired central 
windows on the second floor of the o:.iginal section are emphasized by an underlying 
balustrade and a crowning pediment connecting the two windows. These Italian 

, motifs are., however) tempered by French elements such as the segmental-arched windows 
on .the remaining floors , the elaborate ~op-floor lintels on the Canal Street side 
and the horizontal banding on the storefront pilasters that anticipates a common 
element to be found on French Second Empire buildings. . ' . . . 

. : 

The combination of classical elements was at times so free · that no pre-existing 
styl:i,.st~c term or terms can be applied directly in describing a particular building . 

-10-



SH-CI HD 

The most striking example of such a fabrication is the nsperm candlen style which 
was extremely popular in New York during the early years of the 1860s. (The name 
was derived from the use of two- story columns or pilasters that resemble candles 
made from sperm whale oil.) The only example of' -.i. pure "sperm candle" building in 
the Historic District is the 1860 marble structure at 502-504 Broadway, designed 
by the reputable firm of Kellum & Son, which originally had a cast-iron storefront 
from Badger's firm. This building, which will be more fully discussed in the block 
by block descriptions, is a transitional structure which combines highly classical 
elements with a non-classical emphasis on verticality and openness. These latter 
characteristics, which are typical of late 19th and 20th-century commercial archi­
tecture, are achieved by the use of large plate glass windows flanked by two 
tiers of elongated columns which suan the second to third and fourth to fifth stories 
with narrow spandrel panels dividi~g the two floors of . each two-story grouping. 
Two other contemporary buildings in the Historic District, 464 Broome and 19 1·..ferce:r., 
also incorporate similar two-story units, but in a much heavier and more Italianate 
manner. 

· The 11sperm candle:• style is important not only for its indigenous and pro­
gressive character but for the direct connection that it makes between facades 
that combine both cast iron and stone and those made completely of cast iron. The 
style was apparently first interpreted in stone, exemplified by the 1858-59 
marble building, located at 388 Broadway, just outside the Historic District. In 
1860 a cast -iron ;·sperm candle' building, designed by Kellum, was built at · 55-57 
1\7hite Street, also near the l!istoric District. · · The significance of these two 
buildings is that although they are ·identical in almost every detail, one was 
built of marble and the other is composed entirely of cast iron. This copying of 
a stone facade in cast iron points clearly to the original intent of most cast-iron 
buildings, which was to erect quickly and cheaply structures which would appear to 
be made of stone . . It is important to note, however, that the "sperm candle" 
style was particularly well adapted to cast iron due to its lightness and open 
fenestration. 

Although most "sperm candle" buildings were constructed between 1859 and 
1861, there are extant marble examples dating as late as 1864. In these instances , 
it is intriguing to speculate whether or not the cast-iron 11sperm candlen facades 
influenced the designers of these later buildings as much as their stone precursors 
had influenced the early cast-iron examples. Though not dealing specifically 
with the i:sperm cnadle'' style, !<Jal ter Knight Sturgis states on page 234 of his 
October, 1953 article, ' 'Cast Iron In New York 1 • in the Architectural Review : 

liCast-iron forms, originally designed to imitate 
masonry, were, in a few years , imitated in the 
very same material from which they had been 
derived. 1 : 

As previously mentioned, the earliest example of a complete cast-iron facade 
in the Historic District is the 1857 Haughwout Building. The next full cast-iron 
front in the District did not appear until 1868. Cast iron was used though for 
complete facades in other areas of New York City as well as in other cities during 
this eleven year period. This is well substantiated by listings in Daniel Badger's 
catalog of 1865. 

Several of the cast-iron facades produced by the Badger Architectural Iron 
l'Jorks in the late 1850s and early to mid-1360s incorporate the same strong Itali­
anate elements, specifically those derived from Venice, as are seen in the Haughwout 
Building. By 1868 when Isaac F. Duckworth and Charles Mettam each designed a 
full cast-iron facade, the Italianate style had, however, become so diluted that 
only occasional elements of their designs can be so described. Those aspects 
which still recall the style of the Italian Renaissance are the second-floor 
balustrades, the heavy pediments and the Corinthian capitals. The capitals are, 
however, placed atop smooth rather than fluted shafts , a characteristic as non­
Italianate as the rounded corners of fl at-headed windows or the rosette medallions 
above the capitals. These elements which are .essenti ally French, are combined with 
Italianate details in a pleasing and homogeneous manner. The coMbination is similar 
to ·that used ou earlier masonry facades, such as the one on the Arnold Constable 

·· · .. store. The dominant Italianate influence of the 1850s was, however, gradually 
replaced in the late 1860s and 1870s by the inspiration of contemporary French 
styles . Though occasional reliance upon Italian motifs is fou~d on cast-iron facades 
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of later periods, (especially tn·' fhe work of Griffith Thomas) ,the most prevalent 
influence was that of the Fre~ch.· s'econd Emp.ire, the French neo-Grec and derivations 
therefrom. · 

Cast-Iron Architect~re 
.. I 

Before discussing the :period duringwhlth the use of coMplete cast;"".iron 
facades reached its ·,peak , it is interesting to np.te , some of the underlying causes 
of its popularity and some of the methods employecf·oy its practitioners. 

. ! ,. -·: .. , . 1 .. 

The second half of the 19th century in the United States was time of rapid 
physical growth and economic expansion. It was also a time of intense coMpetition in 
which no one was embarassed in flaunting his newly acquired wealth. This phenomenon 
was manifested in the opulence of the "residential palaces" in Newport no less than 
in the great "commercial palaces'' of New York City. In 'both instances, if an indi":". 
vidual or a company did ·not have the money to cons,truct a building to surpass that 
of a competitor, methods were devised to 1mi1;:_.ate it as closely as possible. · This 
was the case with a vast majority of buildings fr·q11ted by cast iron. Al though cast 
iron is a material which by its inherent qua:litie~ · cari be interpreted in a light, 
almost .delicate manner, in most instances it was used to imitate structures built 
of granite or marble. More grandiose examples of ·such imitations can hardly be 
found than the French Second Empire designs of ·I. F; Duckworth. l'Jhen comparing 
the building costs of structures erected in. the Hi~toric District . during the 1870s 
and 1880s, there is 1i ttle appreciable difference between b_etween those wit}} upper 
stories of masc>nry and those with full cast-iron facades. Yet , in nearly every 
instance , the cast-iron facades incorporate a great deal more ornament than do 
those of brick or stone. When faced with a limited budget, an owner far preferred 
an elaborate cast-iron facade reflecting the grandeur of Paris or Venice, than a 
simple masonry wall. 

In addition to the ease of casting iron in forms t,h~~~ would have taken weeks 
to be executed by stone carvers, cast-iron architecture. nossesses other practic~l 
[!.ttributes i1hic11 were a:ttracti ve to J-lm1 York businessrileh. The use of paint on 
these building fronts not only made refurbishin.',;'. simple and relatively inexpensive 
but also gavethe owner great latitude in choosing the paint color 9r colors. The 
increased speed of construction over comparable masonry buildings, due to the 
prefabrication of iron units, was also a consideration. 

Closely connected with the prefabricated nature of iron architectural members 
is the question of the role that the architect played in the design of these 
structures. There is no question that an architect's professional skills were 
utilized in planning the basic substructure of a building and in determining · 
the general formula to be followed on its f acade . Yet, .it is highly questionable 
whether he had much of a role in the design of the indi viduGl-1 . m.embers. It seems 
almost .certain that in the case of buildings which are architecturally unique or 
which are attributed to one of the more prominent architectµral firms that it was 
the architect himself who supplied the iron foundry with specific designs or 
utilized members which he had previously designed. Did the architectural designer 
have sole right to these designs however? This may have been the practice in 
some instances , evidenced by the repeated use of specific motifs by certain indivi­
dual architects. But ther(f are definite exceptions to this hypothesis. For example, 
a capital abacus, cast by · the C9rneli Iron ''Jorks, which .is characteristic of the 
work of Henry ·Fernba.ch, was _used: upoti 'occasion by other archite\:tS. 

'i.iJhen studying the architectural styles used by the more prominent and/or 
more prolific architects who _worked in cast iron wt.thin the Historic District , 
it is possible to pick out 'distinguishing characteristics that link the work with 

.· the individual. Little individuality is evident, however, in the work of the less 
·prominent architects who also designed .buildings with cast-iron facades. Ap­
parently the latter were usually confin~d themselves to c::hoosing stock cast-iron 

.. · members that had been designed hy the i'ron foundry or by another architect. It 
is, in fact~ probable that even the mo)'.'e " noted architects also resorted to . 
the same procedure at times. It is kno~.J,ll tha,t · Badger's .A'(chitect;ural Iron .. Works had 
an entire architectural department , ,hea4ea ·by GE)org~ :H. Jolin~on(37), which was 
solely responsible for designing stock pieces and serving as consultant to 
architects ordering cast-iron facades from the firm. Although Badger was not active 
during the period in which cast iron reached its greatest point of popularity in 
the Historic District, it can be assumed that the other foundries such as Cornell, 
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Aetna and Jackson had similar departments. 

The uniformity ~reated by the frequent use of stock cast-iron members does not, 
however, diminish the effect of the · facades ', bec'ause the .Very essence of a cast­
iron facade is its standardization: · · This disciplined regularity is _,seen not only 
in the repetition of bay units on a si'n.gle ·structure, but also in the , repetition 
of details from one building to another. ~'Ji th the exception of ·designs such as those 
by I. F .. Duckworth in the Frervzh Second Empire style . the organization of cast-iron 
facades was based upon a strict balance ·between horizontals and verticals. Though 
the buildings are often accented by a crowning pediment, their general effect is one 
of non-directional uniformity. This aesthetic characteristic, ., though interpreted 
ii:i classical forms _, was as much a precursor of yn_odern arhcit·ectural : practice as 
were the prefabri~ated components · of the facades ·. ' ' .• ; · ·· 

; . 

As previously mentioned ~ Italianate elements combined with. those derived 
from France were still utilized in several of the cast-iron facades built 
during· }he late 1860s and early 1870s. By 1872, however, motifs derived from con-

:- temporary French,fashions· strongly dominated the new cast-iron designs, though 
an occasional Italianate window balustrade was still utilized .. . )n addition to the 
general influence from the French Renaissance, it was then that the .grandeur of 
the Paris of Napoleon III began to have its greatest influence on the commercial 
cast-iron architecture of New York City. It is seen within the District most 
notably in the work of Isaac F. Duckworth, who used broken pediments, horizontally 
banded piers, segmental-arched windows and mansard roofs. Even though these facades 
.were still basically organized on the same repeated bay system as were contemporary 
cast-iron fronts, they were .frequently given focal emphasis by the use of projecting 
cen.tral bays, dormer. windows ?r ·urns· set in the break of a pediment . 

• ~·. : · ---: ' ! . 

The French Second . Empire style as interpreted in cast iron was, how~ver, in 
most instances tempered by neo-Grec ornaments. The French neo-Grec style, the 
single most important influence found on the full cast-iron facades of the 1870s 
and 1830s , was a sophistocated and stylized outgrowth of the French Second Empire 
style. It is characterized by incised linear ornament, stylized floral and 
geometric forms executed in two-dimensional relief and widely spaced relief or 
incised parellel lines on columns and pilasters. Light, slender columns topped by 
stylized Ionic capitais are also a hallmark of the neo-Grec style, though not a 
uniyersal one. 

In addition to the use of neo-Grec elements, such as terminal blocks and modil..:. 
lions, on basically Second Empire facades , these elements were also used in con­
junction with derivations from other French styles .. By the late . 1870s, the char­
acteristic cast-iron capital had changed from the Corinthian mode to a basically 
geometric form in accorda,nce with neo-Grec principles. Such capitals, typical 
o~ the work of Henry Fernbach , are usually characterized by a smooth necking band 
to define the separation between the capital and column shaft. These capitals are 
supported by a simple abacus ' frequently embellished by a .neo-Grec apron , l;lnder 
which are set wtdely spaced geometric or stylized floral '. forms. Although not 
strictly neo-Gr·ec in form, these capitals are consistent with the classical 
principles upon which the style was based. Facades incorporatillg such capitals 
also frequently utilize other neo-Grec forms such as incised designs on the spandrel 
above each capital, antefixae projecting above the roof cornice and decorative 
terminal blocks at either end of the projecting cornices at each floor level. Such 
buildings characteristically follm>J the standard cast-iron formula of repeating -.:· 
throughout the facade the same bay unit. The window heads .within these bays 
usually have rounded corners. 

Cast-iron facades that rley exclusively upon neo-Grec forms are as successful 
aesthetically if not superior to those that combine various styles, though they 
are fewer in number within the Historic District.- It is-difficult to generalize 
about these designs since the architects displayed great individuality. Pure 
neo-Grec buildings, however , generally have a more linear overall character than 
those that merely incorporate a few neo-Grec motifs and possess proportions that 

, are more delicate qnd. elongated. · · 

The neo-Grec, French Second Empire , French Renaissance an<l Italianate styles 
were by far the most popul~r choices for cast-iron facades erected in the Historic 
District between. the 18Sos ·and the late 18805 when the full cast-iron facade lost 
its popularity. An occasional stylistic exception, .however , is to be found, such 

. ' .: :. ; 
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as W. A. Potter's 1873 Victorian ·Gothic facade at 435 Broome Street or Richard 
Morris ~Iunt 1 s ' 1 1free-form classic11 structure of 1873-74 at 478-482 Broadway. Hunt's 
now demolished building which stood next door had an elaborate Moorish front also 
executed in cast iron. 

With the exception of the 1894-95 building at 15-17 Greene Street, the last 
complete cast-iron facades erected within the area were begun in the year 1890. 
Even though cast iron continued somewhat longer to be used for fenestration de­
tailing and ground-floor facades , it ceased to be a major architectural material 
due partly to technical difficulties in applying a cast-iron facade to the taller 
buildings that the newly available steel skeleton construction made possible. 
There also arose some serious questions as to the effectiveness of cast iron as a 
fire resistant material which will be discussed more fully in the next section. At 
the same time new processes were developed for manufacturing architectural 
ornament in terra cotta which replaced much of the inexpensive decorative function 
that has made cast iron so popular. Also of importance in the demise of cast-iron 
architecture was the late 19th-century change in taste toward styles which were 
more suited to construction in brick and stone. 

It is important to remember that masonry buildings, many with cast-iron 
ground floors, continued to be erected contemporaneously with those having full 
cast-iron facades. It would be repetitive to review their stylistic development, 
however, for they either followed the same evolution from the Italianate into neo­
Grec as already discussed or their styles can only be described as simple industrial 
or commercial vernacular. Yet, by about 1890 new developments began to be seen in 
masonry buildings. They became not only strongly differentiated stylistically 
from the cast-iron facades but were also soon to superseae them completely. 

Later Architectural Developments 

The commercial buildings erected in the Historic District at the turn of the 
century mirror the same general trends that swept across the country. One of the 
two most influential styles was what can most accurately be described as Richard­
sonian Romanesque after the great Boston architect, Henry Hobson Richardson. He 
had been attracted during his studies in Europe by the straightforward way in which 
buildings of the 11th and 12th centuries expressed the weight of their masonry struc­
ture and the natural qualities of their materials. His work and that of his follow­
ers, characterized by the use of braod heavy arches, rough-faced stonework and 
restricted areas of rich decoration was freely adapted in the examples within the 
District. Owing to their limited sites and commercial requirements, Romanesque 
buildings in the District had to have simpler and more symmetrical plans than those 
used in free-standing residential or civic structures. Also, for economy, brick 
walls were more frequently used than the characteristic rough random ashlar. But 
despite these limitations, a bit of fanciful romanticism can at times be found in 
these commercial adaptations, as in the gargoyles on the 1890-91 building at 484-
490 Broome Street. 

The l'Jorld' s Columbian Exposition held in Chicago in 1893 served as a major 
catalyst for the resurgence of classical forms in American architecture, promoted 
initially by architects who had studied at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris. 
Although a fairly strict archaeological correctness was followed in most residential 
and civic buildings of the period , much freer forms had to be developed for commer­
cial structures due to their unprecedented, unclassical height. Such buildings 
within the Historic District, which average ten to twelve stories, are composed, 
insofar as possible, in the classic , tri ..:partite canon. This system is composed of 
a base consisting .of two or three stories, a shaft of another six or eight and the 
entablature of the top one or two stories. When such facades are only six or 
eight stories high, a similar tri-partite composition often contributes an imposing, 
monumental scale. Much use was .also made of intricate terra-cotta ornamentation, 
which, like cast iron, combines richness of effect with the economy of multiple 
castings from the same mold. 

By the first decade of the 20th century this type of heavily decorated class­
icism was largely replaced by a new emphasis on lightness and a more open fene­
stration. Many of these buildings , however, still retained intricate detailing 
as seen on the highly original 1903-04 Singer Building by Ernest Flagg at 561-563 
Broadway. 
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Since 1910 little new construction has taken place within the Historic District, 
and , with only a few exceptions such as the 1920 ba,nk at 525-527 Broadway , these 
buildings are of littl.e interest architecturally. Many of the post-1910 structures 
are garages , lunch; stands or gas stations and a number of older buildings have 
been _either entirely, refaced or had· their ground stories reconstructed. 
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3. CAST IRON AS A BUILDU!G MATERIAL 

In order to realize the importance of the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District in 
the history of architecture and structural engineering some background is needed 
on the processing and s.tructural characteristics of iron as a building material. 
Some knowledge is aJso ne~ded of how these processes were developed and of the 
various ways in which iron. was used in the past.. -It .is only from; this perspective 
that the historic importance . of ' the District can b.e fully tlnderst"ood and an ap­
preciation grasped of the ·significance of its contribution' to the future development 
of the skyscraper and its structural techniques. 

Ca~!_I_I_'on and Wrought Iron: Early Development and Use 

Cast iron and wrought iron are the two forms of iron traditionally used in 
buildings. Cast iron is a refined form of pig iron whose strenghth is dependent on 
its carbon content. The refinin~ of cast iron in the western world did not take 
place until the 12th century when furnaces were developed that could generate 
temperatures high enough to melt the metal into a liquid state suitable for 
casting. (38) 

Wrought iron was developed as early as the 5th century B.C. by the Greeks.(39) 
In the Middle Ages it was used for cramps, stays, tie rods, in window frames, and 
for the spires and pinnacles of Gothic cathedrals. The use of wrought-iron tie rods 
and beams hecame common in Renaissance and Baroque buildings.(40) To form the iron, 
one merely had to heat it to a pliable state, and then the impurities could be 
hammered out. While the process was very primitive in its beginnings, 19th-century 
research led to some very complicated refining processes for wrought iron. This 
was probably one reason for the greater popularity of cast iron during this period. 
Cast iron merely had to be melted to rid it of impurities and then cast. Moreover, 
repetitive forms could be cast in large quantities. l'Jrought iron, on the other hand, 
had to go through several hammering and rolling processes to rid it of impurities 
and to form it into the desired shapes, and each piece had to be fashioned indi­
vidually. 

Prior to 1750 cast iron was used chiefly for such items as tools (anvils and 
mortars), cooking utensils , firebacks and andirons, grave slabs , cannon and other 
implements of war.(41) Abraham Darby of England began experimenting with the 
production of cast iron about this time : by using coke, and later coal , instead of 
charcoal, he was able to turn out the product !'lore cheaply and efficiently. 11!i th 
Darby's discovery, several English engineers began to use cast iron for structura l 
purposes, most notably bridge building. The first cast-iron bridge , spanning the 
Severn River was manufactured at Darby's Coalbrookdale iron works between 1775 
and 1779.(42) Another significant bridp:e was designed by Thomas Paine, the 
American Revolutionary '.'!ar figure of •:common Sense11 far.te, and built in England 
under the direction of Rowland Burton across the River Wear at Sunderland between 
1793-96. It was a single arch with a 263-foot span· the ribs forming the arch 
were of cast - iron panels. The technique was that of stone vaulting adapted to iron 
construction.(43) 

Cast iron was also used during this period for decorative features. Although 
cast iron had been used for this purpose as early as the 1720s, it was the 
hi~h quality of the designs produced in the l,760s by the brothers John, James and 
Robert Adam, the noted British architects, and cast by such British foundries as 
the Carron Co. that brought their popular acceptance.(44) 

According to Carl Condit, the British engineer, John Smeaton, was the f irst to 
use cast iron for structural columns in 1770-72 in St. Anne's Church at Liverpool.(45 
In Paris J. G. Soufflot used cast iron to fr<ll11e a roof in 1779 , and ~L Ango used it 
to carry a floor in 1782.(46) 

However, the development of iron f r ar.ting in English spinning and textile mills 
in the late 18th century was one of the most significant events in the history of 
cast iron. To quote Turpin Bannister : !·from them (the mills) steMmed directly a 
novel structural technique that dominated British and Anerican building f or a 
century and which through ingenious improvements conquered at last the hazards of 
combustibility and limitations of height .' (47) 
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1'lilliam Strutt of Derby , Dngland was the builder of the f"irst completely iron­
framed building in 1792 : his Calico Mill was 115 feet long and six stories high. 
The floors were laid on brick arches , supported by cast-iron beams, and paved 
with brick . A similar flax mill, possibly designed by Charles Dage, was built in 
1796 at Shrewsbury. Probably the main reason for using this type of construction 
was to minimize the danger from fire which was always a hazard in the textile in­
dustry. (Many of the commercial buildings in the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District 
were devoted to the dry goods trade , and one of the arguments for adoptine cast 
iron for those structures was its noncombustibility.) 

Although the cast-iron frame of mill buildings had important implications, the 
franing itself was partly hidden.(48) The cast-iron framing technique was visua11y 
much more striking in the realm of greenhouse architecture. As early as 1805 
!-lum~hrey Repton had designed a cast-iron greenhouse in the ' Gothic style. 1' (49) 
John NHsh designed. a conservatory formed of cast-iron tre1lised pilasters and glass 
for the Prince Regent at Royal Lodge, ''Jindsor in 1814. (50) Nash was also renowned 
for his use of cast iron in the Royal Pavilion at Brighton built in 1818.(51) The 
cupola was built over an iron framework, and intricately desi gned iron columns 
were used f or interior supports. Joseph Paxton, who was head gardener to the Duke 
of Devonshire , designed the Great Conservatory at Chatsworth in 1837, followed 
by the Lily House at Chatsworth (in which cast-iron columns were used as rainwater 
pipes as well as for structural purposes.) (52) Paxton 1s outstanding achievement 
was t he desi gn for the Crystal Palace, built to house the London Great Exhibition in 
1851. This structure excited the imagination of virtually every notable contempor­
ary critic. 

The French used iron and glass in similar ways during the same period. Among 
the notable structures were the Galerie d'Orleans of the Palais Royal in Paris 
designed by P.-F.-L. Fontaine in 1829-31 and the greenhouses of the Paris botanical 
~ardens created by Charles Rohault de Fleury in 1833.(53) 

Another building form peculiar to the 19th century in its use of iron and 
glass was the train shed-- concealed, however, behind a traditional classical 
masonry waitine room and station. Built bettveen the 1830~ and 1860s, these sheds 
were as unique and expressive in their forms as the contemporary greenhouses and 
conservatories. To contemporary eyes, however, they seemed to be merely works of 
engineering , and not at a11 worthy of the nane of ·Architecture. ' 

Another interesting use for cast iron, especially in England, was in the realm 
of church construction. As early as 1813 , iron was used for the complete internal 
structures and interiors in three Liverpool churches desir,ned by James Rickman and 
ironrmster John Cragg . (54) It was also favored f or molded decoration, especially for 
Gothic tracery. 

Structural Te~hn~ques 

It was the research of the Englishmen i·,fi11iam Fairbairn and Eaton Hodgkinson 
from the 1830s through the 1850s, that showed to which purpose the two types of 
iron were best suited.(55) Cast iron, which has a high compressive strength, they 
found best suited for columns while wrought iron, which is high in tensile strength , 
is best suited for beams , the members subject to the most tension. Fairbairn and 
Hodgkinson were also responsible for publicizing the I-beam ; James Bogardus of 
New York probably learned of it through their publications. 

lVhen pieces were cast in iron the designer would make full size drawings of 
the principal parts from which patterns would be made. Molds were made in sand and. 
the pieces cast in these sand molds. The castings would then be cleaned, chipped 
and filed, and the ends of a column would be cut smooth in a "double-ended" rotary 
facing machine. Columns would be bolted together in the fitting shop, and arches, 
soffits, sills and ornaments would be added. All surfaces would then be given a 
coating of oxide of iron paint. The parts would then be se~arated and nuMbered for 
re-asse~b ly on the building site . (56) 

The actual assembly of a cast-iron building will be described in some detail 
in the descri~tion of several of Bogardus's structures. Such a building as the 
A. T. Stewart (later 1'!anamaker) Department Store, designed by John Kellum between 
1859 and 1868, was the exception rather than the rule a~ong the buildings within 
the District. It combined a complete iron frame with wooden floors and joists ; 
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.. 
its floor, roof andwall loads were transrnittedvertically through the cast-iron 
columns directly to the stone footing.(57) 

It appears from the examination of. a number of buildings within the District 
that whether its facade is of cast iron, brick, or stone, the basic structure 
varied little , especially for buildings erected in the 1860s and 1870s. The building 
is almost invariably built between bearing party walls of brick. If the front 
facade was of brick or stone , it would usually have been supported by a cast-iron 
storefront which permitted larger show windows than would be possible with masonry 
pier:;,. · When there was a complete cast-iron facade it would act as an independent 
curtain wall and would have little relation to the construction behind it. This 
is illustrated by the facades of the Laing stores -- except for the ~1urray Street 
side of the corner store -- as will be discussed below. 

!'Jhile it is difficult to generalize about the interiors, the following points 
apply to many of the District buildings from the 1860s through the 1880s. Because 
these structures were used for warehouses and as lofts, it was desirable to have as 
much open interior space as possible. The use of interior cast-iron columns to 
support the floor beams and joists provided the open space that was desired. The 
columns would be bolted together from floor to floor. The floor joists, often 
made of wood, but sometimes of wrought iron, 'would be supported at their 
outer ends by the brick bearing walls and in the center of the building by girders 
which would carry the floor loads to a central row of iron columns. If the building 
was narrow the beams might span its entire width without the need for a center line 
of column supports . . The length of the floor joists might vary from 12 to 25 feet 
depending on the load they were intended to bear and the JT1ateria·1 of which they 
were made. If the required span was greater than about 25 feet) girders had to be 
used to carry the load of the floor beruns to the interior columns. Into the 1870s 
it was common practice to use wooden girders. 1'Jrought-iron girders only came into 
widespread use in the next decade. If the girders were of wood, the floor beams 
would also be of wood, but wrought-iron girders did, on occasion, .carry wooden 
floor beams. If the beams were of wrought iron the spaces betwe.en them might be 
spanned by shallow brick arches with a wooden ,floor laid on cement fill above them . 
This added to the fire resistance of the structure as did cross walls of brick -­
whether load .bearing or not. 

Cast-Iron Developments .J.!!. the United States 

In the United States the use of iron in buildings dates from early in the 19th 
century. In Philadelphia's United States Bank (1818-24) the architect, Wi lliam 
Strickland, inserted wrought-iron rods as tie members into the arched openings 
at the ends of t he transverse barrel vault which spanned the banking room.(58) 
Another Philadelphia building, Strickland's Chestnut Street Theatre of 1820-22, 
was the first in the United States to use cast-iron interior columns.(59) 

Nhen Robert Mill designed the Public Recorn 0ffice at Charleston, South 
Carolina, in 1822-23, he aimed to produce the most durable and incombustible struc­
ture possible.(60) He made the basement , cornices~ stairs, and porticoes of stone, 
the walls and interior vaults of brick, the roof of wood and copper , and the sash, 
frames and shutters of iron. (The building withstood both the earthquake and fire 
of 1886.) 

The U.S. Naval Asylum (1826-33) in Philadelphia , had its exterior galleries 
and roof supported by hollow cast-iron columns, and wrought-iron railings adorned 
its balconies. (61) 

The Miners 1 Bank at Pottsville, Pennsylvania (1829-30), designed by John 
Haviland, had a two-story f acade made of pieces of iron cast at the foun~ry and 
assembled on the site. The iron plates imitated stone. It is not known if the 
facade acted as a bearing wall. (62) -

The Bond Building on Merchants' Row in Boston of about 1830 used iron struc­
tural elements. Also about this time , Cyrus Alger, a Bostonian, conceived of a 
project for a cast-iron dwelling ; this idea later influenced Daniel Badger.(63) 

The John Travers Library in Paterson, N.J. of 1846 was the first building in 
the United States in which interior cast-ironbeams rested on the brick walls which 
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carried the floor and roof loads to the foundations.(64) 

The New York Crystal Palace of 1853 and Thomas U. l'Jal ter 's U.S. Capitol 
Dome of 1855-65 were the two most dramatic uses of cast iron in the United States. 
Hhile the Crystal Palace burned in 1858, the future of the Capitol Dome appears to 
be more safely assured. 

Cast Iron , in New York City 

According to the History of Architecture and the Building Trades of Greater 
New York (1 899) , the f:Crst use of iron in buildings in New York followed the War 
of i812,(65) but it was mainly for decorative purposes -- balconies, railings, 
fences, sashes , door and window frames, roofs and doors. 

In 1835 Jordan L. Mott built a foundry on 1·.rater Street for the manufacture of 
iron storefronts, · and in 1836 he took out a patent for casting hollow iron col­
umns.(66) The Lyceum of Natural History, built in 1835 on Braodway between Prince 
and Spring Streets from designs by Alexander Jackson Davis, used iron columns on 
the first floor instead of massive masonry piers, and thus obtained larger display 
windows. (67) The U.S . Custom House of 1840, now known as Federal Hall, and still 
standing on !I/all Street at the head of Broad, used no wood . in its construction. 
Iron was used for such elements as the stairs, railings, doors, window frames, etc. 
The other parts of the building were of marble, and brick arches were used to sup­
port the floor and roof loads.(68) 

James L. Jackson established an iron foundry in 1840 at 201 Centre St.,later 
knoim as t he Jackson Architectural Iron Works. (69) Apparently he began manufac­
turing iron shutters , grates and fenders but soon added the manufacture of columns, 
lintels, beams and girders which were cast on special order from 11housesmiths 11 .(70) 
Later Jackson added his own smith- shops for parts of his own design. The John B. 
and William Cornell foundry was established in 1847 at 141 Centre. 

About 1847 awning posts of cast iron were erected in the front of many 
stores.(71) The author of the History of Architecture ... of New York (1899) con­
jectures that this suggested the use of -cast-iron columns and pilasters for store­
fronts. Such an explanation may seem simplistic today, but is nonetheless possibly 
true. 

In the New York l'lusic Hall of 1850 nat Broadway and Mercer" iron columns 
supported the balconies; and iron was used for the beams.(72) The main section of 
the Astor Library , 425 Lafayette, built between 1849 and 1853 by Andrew Saelzer, 
used cast-iron columns for internal supports.(73) · 

It was Daniel Badger and James Bogardus, however, who developed some of the 
most inventive uses of cast iron and also popularized it as an architectural and 
structural medium. 

Daniel Badger began his career in Boston in 1829.(74) His store building of 
1842 on 1'.Jashington Street had cast-iron columns and lintels on the first floor, 
and he later claimed that this was the first iron storefront. In 1843 he bought 
Arthur L. Johnson's patent for rolling iron shutters. He moved to New Yo1.'k in 
1846 and set up a foundry for the manufacture of iron shutters. He later located 
his foundry on the block bounded by 13th and 14th Streets, Avenue B and Avenue C. 
His offices were 42 Duane Street . His first full iron facade was completed in <· 
1353.(75) Badger's business increased at a tremendous pace , not only in New York 
City , but across the country and around the world , as can readily be seen by 
examining the listings in his 1865 catalog. Badger himself did not design the 
components, but several prominent New York City architects designed parts which were 
cast by his firm. Some of t hese designs may have been made to special order and 
were not necessarily carried amone the firm's stockpieces . George H. Johnson was 
Badger's chief architect for a number of years, and his designs were were made 
specifically for the firm. Although Badger's Architectural Iron Works continued 
in business until the 1870s , the majority of the ironwor~': we have been able to 
attribute to his firm, at least within the District, dates from the 1850s and 60s , 
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prior to the publication of his 1365 catalog. 

James Bogardus; born in 1800, was a prolific inventor and lecturer on techni­
cal subjects.(76) Between 1836 and 1840 he made a tr.ip to Europe to study 
iron construction ; he was also impressed by classical fo:rnls of architecture, 
especially those of Italy. These were the forms he adopte~. in his OWn designs. He 
established his New York foundry in 1848 at Duane and Centre Streets to cast columns 
and beams. His factory was the basis for his patent of 1850 for an all-iron build­
ing . . It was disassembled in 1859 when Duane Street was widened. It is not certain 
that his factory was ·actually all iron, but his theories of iron construction 
were set forth in the· drawings for his patent. · · · ti'hile , Badger may be credited for 
popularizing the use of cast. iron for facades, Bogardus advanced the use of iron 
for structural supporting systems, although it is not clear now jusihow widely 
his methods were adopted. · 

Bogardus' factory was assembled on a stone base supporting cast-iron sills. 
Hollow cylindrical columns were bo_lted to the sills through the colUJ'llil flanges 
at the sill joints. Channel ,shaped SJ;andrel girders wer.e bolted to the top flanges 
of the columns . Another ~et o.f sills, columns and spandrels was added for each 
succeeding story. The outer members of the iron frame took the place of a bearing 
wall. The floors, according to Carl Condit,(77) were carried on woo<len beans. In 
his patent drawings of ·1850 Bogardus proposed a floor and roof construction of 
cast-iron plates with tongue-and-groove joints, floor girders shaped as shallow 
segmental arches supplemented by wrought-iron tension rods, and floor and roof 
beams of I-section. Bogardus can thus be credited with introducing the I-beam to 
the United States. (Incidentally the iron for his first fronts was cast at the 
Jackson foundry.) 

It is interesting to compare th_e designs for Bogardus 1 · factory, long since 
demolished, with those for the Edgar Laing stores of 1849 at the northwest corner of 
Washington arid Murray Streets.(78) The building containing five stores divided 
by brick party walls was built on a trapezoidal site and was constructed with two 
four-story cast-iron facades consisting of piers with engaged Doric columns, 
beaMs, and recessed panel wall units below each window. All these iron components 
were bolted together. -The other parts of the building were constructed in the 
traditional manner with brick bearing walls supporting wooden floor joists, but 
along the Murray Street side of 258 Uashington Street, the cast-iron front actually 
carried a part of the floor load. The wooden floor joists were inserted into the 
channel-shaped iron beams. The wooden roof joists rested on the bottom -ledge of 
the cornice frieze and were further stabilized by means of iron straps attached to 
the lip of the frieze. (The other sections of the cast iron facade were braced 
by being simply strapped to the wooden floor joists which were supported by the 
brick bearing walls.) This actual proof of Bogardus' early use of a cast iron 
facade for load bearing purposes was not fully confirmed until 1971 when Professor 
Winston l'!eisman, under arrangements made by the Landmarks Preservation Commission, 
supervised the disassembly or this historic structure which is currently planned 
for re-erection near its original site as part of Manhattan Community College's 
new T'Jashington Market Campus . Since the Laing Store facades are unquestionably th0 
oldest examples to have survived iri the United States, the full documenting of the 
assembly system and their re-erection on a college campus is of great value to the 
history of 1v1erican architecture and technology. 

During the same period of disassembly many details of the self-supporting 
cast-iron screen wall were fully clarified. The frame rested on sills cast in 
sections and then laid on a stone foundation. The columns stood on the sill joints 
and were bolted to the sills. Another set of sills or spandrels were bolted to 
the tops of ·the columns to raise the building up to the next story. Ornamental 
castings were used as coverings for the junctions of the cast-iron beams over the 
columns. The facade was painted with tan-colored paint mixed with sand to give 
i~ the texture of st~ne . 

. The Harper and Brothers Building of 1854 was Bogardus' · first really large 
commercial building. (79) John B. Corlies , the architect . used Bogardus' ·. system 
of cast-and wrought-iron framing ·and applied all the. then knoWn precautions a~ainst 

·fire. However, even here the construction methods were not as advanced as those 
advocated by Bogardus in his 1850 patent. The building used a cast-iron facade 
and masonry bearing walls with brick interior partitions. · Interior cast-iron 
columns supported exposed cast-and wrought-iron girders, across which were placed 
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p2-rtly concealed wrought-iron ceiling beams. Brick arches were constructed between 
the beams above the girders and leveled with cement to provide a flat surface ; a 
pine floor was laid over this. · The girders were of the ~;bow-string" type, similar 
to a truss, in which a wrought-iron tie rod resisted the tensile stresses while an 
arched cast-iron body was under compression. The girders also brought concentrated 
loads to the supporting interior columns which thus shared the floor loads with the 
bearing walls. Another important structural innovation was the transmission of 
floor loads to the girders by means of 7-inch wrought-iron ceiling beams, similar 
to railroad beams , and developed specifically by Peter Cooper's mills in Trenton, 
n. J . for wide-bayed iron framing. The first shipment was diverted by the govern­
ment for use in the U. S. Assay Office in 1854. This building was demolished in 
1915, and only the handsome stone facade was saved for re-erection on the face of 
the American 1'Jing of the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Cooper's beams were then used 
in the Harper Building , also long since demolished. The third application was in 
the Cooper Union Foundation Building in 1855 , where they may still be seen. 

The Virtues and Defects of Cast Iron 

Fire was an ever present danger and a constant fear in 19th-century urban 
life. Lower Manhattan had suffered disastrous fires both in 1835 and 1845 ; hence 
there was a great demand ·for fire resistant buildings. In the ' Historic District, 
which was the center of the drygoods trade, protection against fire was of special 
urgency. 

Fireproofing was an inexact science at best through much of the 19th century. 
The New York City building codes reflected this state of affairs. Previous to the 
creation of the Department of Buildings in 1860, fire limits established the areas 
in which fra~e buildings could not be built. In 1860 this applied to all areas of 
Manhattan below 52nd Street. In 1871 limitations were placed on the width of "non­
fireproof" buildings, but none on their height. Height limitations were not set 
until 1835.(80) · 

nne of the great claims made for cast iron as a building material was its 
ability to withstand fire ; Badger and Bogardus were both ready to make this assertion 
Boeardus 1 pamphlet states : ncast-iron houses are .perfectly fire-proof ... for, it 
is ~.;ell known, not only a high and intense heat, but the use of a blast , is required 
to reduce iron to a molten state ' and never yet, in any conflagration, has it 
been found JT1elted, except in pieces of minute dimensions, and in such situation 
that the current of the flames created around them an artificial blast. '; (81) 

Just how fireproof unprotected iron structural members are remains somewhat 
of a problem . The controversy was strong throughout the period when most cast­
iron buildings in New York City were constructed. However, it must be remembered 
that despite _ brick bearing or party walls, and iron facades, the interiors of these 
buildings were largely of wood . Popular opinion held (and still holds) that the 
great fires in Chicago of 1871 and in Boston of 1872 proved the instability of cast 
iron in a conflagration. The material fell into theoretical disfavor for buildings 
after that time. On the other lu:md, in tlew York the great majority of cast-iron 
facades within the Historic District were built in the 1870s. (Previous to that 
decade cast iron had been used largely for storefronts and facade decoration.) The 
only conclusion that can be drawn from this is that New York architects and 
builders felt that the aesthetic effects obtained by using cast iron outweighed 
the dangers of fire. 

The 20th century has provided some evidence of the stability of iron struc­
tures in some interesting ways. When the A. T. Stewart (l'Janamaker) store burned in 
1956 , the iron frame remained completely intact ; only the wooden flooring and joists 
were destroyed. In England during the World ''!ar II bombings, cast-iron structural 
elements were exposed for the first time since the erection of the buildings . 
Gloag states : '' ... when builr'l-ings were demolished by fire it was amazing to see the 
cast ir"n sk'.)1-:t on still stnnuinf'. when the steel joists of later adjoinging buildings 
11er c h .. nt 0nc~ Jistorted. · · (82 ) These experiences seem somewhat to weaken earlier 
arguments comparing the use of unprotected cast iron to unprotected steel. Yet 
it is known, on the other hanci , ' that both materials will buckle at relatively low 
temperatures and that hot cast iron has the further disadvantage of cracking when 
exposed to the shock of cold water so that the very effort of trying to put out a 
fire adds an additional hazard. 
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So perhaps it is best to conclude that while cast iron ·does not function as 
an absolutely .fire-resistant medium, particul~rly in 'its inability to confine a 
fire within a small area_, yet, if the iron is ·well cast and placed in a well­
constructed bUilding,. . the ca-st-iron structure itself is ::apt to remain stable. 

- . ·, '. . . . · ': . . 

It was gradually le~rned in : the 19th c'entury that, a . brick encasement of iron 
structural members provided one of the·' best ·forms qf fir,e protection. This is ~ of 
course, the method that: :w~s used in- the English. te;ic,tile ,mills built just prior to 
the beginning of the 19th centuty. It is unfortunate that this method was not 
more t-1idely followed. Since it · was both costly and · extremely heavy in terms of 
building 'weight, most 1:Jl,ii1de,~s turned to the cheaper, quicker, and lighter methods 
of using unprotected iron beams .in combination with wood. The development of hollow­
clay tile brought both an i11expensive and light method of fireproofing. The first 
use .in this country of hollow-clay tile for protection of ·floor beams appears to 
have been in 1855 ,in the Cooper Union Foundation Buil,ding,(83) However it took 
another ·fifteen or more years before a really practicable and inexpensive hollow­
clay tile method was developed. Gradually it came into widespread use in the late 
1870s. 

Of course, the proponents of cast iron extolled it for other advantages be­
sides its fire resistance. Those that Daniel Badger cites -. in the introduction 
to his catalog are: nstrength , lightness of structure . facility of erection, archi ­
tectural beauty, economy and cheapness, durability, and renovation. n lVhil e the 
claims of str·ength, lightness and durability seem to have generally been substanti­
ated with time, 'many critics of cast iron have also attacked it for what they claim 
to be its lack of these very qualities. In response, it must be remembered that 
iron was often cast without specifications, foundry control, or expert metallurgical 

.. knowledge ; moreover it was often used in ways that were illsui ted to its physical 
properties. · 

' i 

A cast-iron structure was easy -and quick to erect in comparison with a masonry 
building, and it was also cheaper . . (A cast-iron building could also be easily dis­
mantled and re-erected elsewhere.) · Essentially the pieces were an early form qf 
prefabrication; they were cast in multiple units which could be readily combined 
and assembled in numerous ways. Naturally this was much cheaper than carving each 
piece individually in stone. · If a client ordered a cast-iron building from a 
foun~ry; he might also be able to do without the services of an architect, and simply 
engage a ·builder to do the work. Certainly this was the. case when British foun­
dries shipped cast-iron houses and other buildings around.the world. However, 
when one examines the Building Department records for iron and stone buildings of 
approximately the sarrie size and from the same period, a contradiction seems to arise. 
The average construction period for both building types appears to have been about 
eight to nine months (although some cast-iron buildings were put up in four or 
five months), and the costs are often very similar. This apparent paradox becomes 
more understandable when it is realized that the construction of each of the t wo 
building -types was almost identical except for the ~acade. 

"Ease of renovation11 was another reason for the popularity of cast-iron struc­
tures. All .that needed to be done t9 give a building a new appearance was to 
apply a new coat of paint. Moreover , if an iron piece were warped or broken, it 
could easily be replaced by another .stock piece or 'by recasti~g the faulty piece 
from the original mold. 

Yet despite these various advantages, the cast-iron facade was rarely used in 
the Historic District after the late 1880s. There appear to be several reasons for 
its demise. The change in stylistic taste has already been discussed. The other 
reasons were of a more practical nature, The problems of fireproofing became of 
increasing concern as the economic pressure for buildings of even greater size 
and height increased. By the 1890s the City building codes were regulating · 
building s~ze as a necessary precaution against fire.(84) Developments of better 
methods of fireproofing with hollow-clay tile and the new availability of rolled 
steel sectiQns with their high tensile strength made possible these larger buildings. 
''-li th the obvious advantages of such alternatives at hand, architects and builders 
would have been foolish to continue to use unprotected cast-iron facades for 
these larger buildings . 

. There is an ironic twist to the thoroughness of the reactio~ against cast 
iron as a building material; . For :the next half century; the steel skeleton frame 
of all New York City's skyscrapers continued to carry, floor by floor, the heavy 
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weight of masonry enclosing walls. It was not until after the end of World ~·Tar 
II that it was realized that this masonry only served the function of keeping out 
the weather as well as keeping out the light! Furthermore it had to be laboriously 
laid up brick by brick, tile by tile, or stone by stone, just as in the Middle Ages, 
even though it was now being supported hundreds of feet in the air by a steel shelf 
at every story. With the commercial availability of large sheets of glass as well 
as the development of light, non-ferrous metals (which did not require maintenance 
by painting) as well as of new, light forms of heat and fire insulation which could 
be sprayed on or applied in the form of panels - the idea of the curtain wall was 
born. 0r , rather, it was re-born. For Bogardus had forseen, a hundred years before, 
all the advantages of quickly erected, light, standardized, pre-fabricated panels 
as an effective and economical method of screening commerd.al buildings from the· 
weather. He lacked modern materials, tools and techniques, but he had the essential 
ideas. 

In the opinion of 20th-century critics cast iron has played a most important 
role in: the development of the modern skyscraper. The development of the cast-iron 
facade led to a system of standardization for building units; advocates of cast iron 
saw :this as a virtue because it led to speed and economy of erection. Prefabricated 
unit standardization has become an essential factor in today's construction methods ; 
individual handwork has beome prohibitive in cost even in the rare cases when it is 
possible to obtain it. 

It was the. development of a system of iron framing>however, that had the greatest 
significance for modern architecture. The skyscraper has become a fact of modern 
city life lrncause of the high cost of land and the desirability of close proximity 
within the central city. 

Iron-framing techniques, later translated into steel, made possible the con­
struction of tall' buildings that were strong yet light, and did not waste valuable 
rentable areas by filling them with bulky masonry bearing walls and piers. Floor, 
roof, and wind loads are now generally carried by the steel skeleton, freeing the 
partitions and exterior walls from any bearing function. 

By the 1890s and early 1900s true skyscrapers, ten or more stories high, 
were being built within the SoHo-Cast Iron District, and, though they literally 
can look down on the five-and six-story cast-iron structures around them, they are 
actually the direct descendants of their modest neighbors. 
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4. CAST IRON AND ARCHITECTURE 

The question of "architectural beauty" as wel I as the larger question of 
cast- i ro'n structures · as "Ar;eh i·tecture" is one of the most interesting to be 
cons i d.ered. 

It wi I I be recalled that cast iron was used first for structural purposes 
and that r\6 matter what "style" it assumed, the . structure was evaluated merely 
as a ' work of engineering. However, th~ implications 6f cast irori · for architec­
tural form were not lost on 19th-century critics. A. dominant them in 19th-century 
architectural thought in Britain, France and the Unite~ States was the need to 
develop a new architectural style appropriate to the new industrial age; what 
could be bette,r suited to this new s:J-yle thar , the new material of the age, cast 
iron? 

One interesting early treatise on this theme was ·Wi II iam· Vose Pickett's 
A New System of Architecture ( 1845). He advocated new forms of architecture 
based on the use of new materials -- metals and especially iron: '' ••• why .should 

· we not avai I ourseilves of the . distinctive properties it possesses for the pro­
duction of a new and pecu I i ar ·species of beauty i ri systemat i G arch i tectura I effect. Ii 
Pickett advocated a new system of design based on the curve as in nature, not the 
straight Ji ne. ·. Moreover. 'iron shou Id not be usei::J In such a way as to disguise its 

. , - .-·· • . : : ! .. '· ' . . 

qua I ities and· be made t.q .. appear sol id vthen it was hoi low: . '"An entire indepen-
dence' · of the several members, parts, or features of : pre~existent architecture 
must at al I times be maintained." ·· 

Pickett was also readv. to describe just how bui I dings should be bui It in 
accordance w.ith his princip.les: wrought 'iron wa·s 'tcHbeJashioned into tie bars 
and cqvered with · iron plates; prominent -'6r · decor'ati>;e constituents were to be 
cast in separate molds. The coatings on the iron plates (which he advocated elec­
troplating with copper, zinc and barium) should be in contrasting colors. 

· . .• 

Pickett. cone i uded by stating that iron architecture answered the requirements 
. ot , both beauty and . uti I ity and cited ' those frequently .mentioned virtues of cast 

iron -- fire resistance, economy, repetition of forms, ease of rearrangement of 
the parts and cle~nliness. · 

. P i.ckett' s book is mentioned in the introduction to Badger's 1865 ca ta I og, 
and his theories . seem to have inf I uenced Badger •.. However, it is interesting to 
notei that · Badger's architectural designs bear no r.esemblance to those advocated 
by Pickett. The .aythor of the introduction explains: '!The aLlu,sion to this work 
of Mr. Pickett (sic) is made not for the purpose of elucid~tirig the principles 
of Architecture laid down by him, tor his ideas would be deemed crude at the 
present time, ••• " Instead Badger "relied on the Venetian Renaissance for the 
basis of form and ornament,since it provided the most architectural expression 
for the basic functional pattern of columns, spandrels and windows" (to quote 
Carl Condit.) (85) Bogardus also used Italian forms for his designs. Their 
aim was not to develop a new system of architectural design; they frankly imitated 
forms in stone and had no thought of developing new forms for use with iron. 
Their ideal held that anything that could be done in stone could be done just 
as wel I and more cheaply in iron. 

As has been earlier discussed, Badger and Bogardus .were the two main creators 
of designs whose forms adhered closely to those of the Venetian Renaissance. 
There are fascinating structural, economic and functional para! leis that made this 
adheran.ce particularly appropriate. 

Most of the later designers in cast iron were much freer in their adaptation 
of French and Italian Renaissance forms to this medium. But in al I these cases, 
works in iron were considered to be "Architecture" on I y if they l mi tated forms 
that had evolved for stone bui I dings. By a curious aesthetic twist, a few 
examples wil I be found in the detailed discussion that fol lows, of stone-fronted 
bui I dings in the District that actually imitate cast iron ~ 

The London Crystal Palace of 1851 was the first major non-traditional work 
done in iron which excited the acclaim of the critics as a work of "Architecture," 
and even they were not completely certain about this. James Fergusson writing in 
his History of the Modern Styles of Architecture in 1862 about "ferro-vitreous 
art" claimed that a new style of architectedure was inaugurared with the "Exh ibi-
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tl.on":"As re-erected at Syndenham, the bui I ding has far greater claims to rank 
among the important architectural objects of the world}' Nonetheless, ''It has not 
a sufficient amount of decoration about its parts to take it entirely as an object 
of Fine Art ••• it wants solidity, and that appearance of permanence and durabi I ity 
indispensable to make it really architectural in the strict meaning of the word."(86) 
Fergusson felt that the way to remedy this situation was to introduce a third 
material; he advocated the judicious use of colored brick and terracotta. 

But not al I critics were so hesistant in their approval of cast iron as a 
bui I ding form. In 18541 New York City held a design competition for a new city 
hal I. In an editorial on September 6 of that year, the New York Times advocated 
the use of iron to bui Id a new city hal I citing such factors as cost and time; 
moreover the writers saw iron as a proper expression of the age. Using iron for 
the city hal I would furni s h the opportunity for the development of a distinctive 
national system of architecture, 

As wi I I be discussed below in the block by block descriptions, Richard Morris 
Hunt produced two distinctive cast-iron facades at 476 and 478-482 Broadway that 
employed non-traditional and ran-imitative forms. The non-imitative forms. The 
noted 19th-century American architectural critic, Montgomery Schuyler, in writing 
a bout them_! stated: ( 87) "The ' iron age' in commerc i a I bu i Id i ng produced nothing 
better than these fwo fronts and very few things so good. · But, l_ike the other 
comparative successes they indicated that the problem was not really soluble. 
It is a matter of congratulation upon architectural grounds that at about the time 
when these fronts were done, experimentation in iron fronts should have been 
brought to an end by the demonstration of the tires of Chicago and Boston that 
fronts of unprotected iron-work were not practically trustworthy, and architects 
were thus released from the; attempt to soLve the insoluble." 

The author of the History of Architecture ••• of New York ( 1899) in writing 
about the development of the cast-iron building, expresses his doubts about the 
form: (88) "It was a puzzle to those students of architecture who saw the hope­
lessness of looking to the cast- iron bui I ding for any architectural development 
-- a puzzle why these fronts wer e so common." 

Those ar chitects who imitated Venetian Renaissance forms in cast iron found 
a structural form that was appropriate in I ightness and openness. Later archi­
tects, such as Henry Fernbach, who adapted neo-Grec forms to cast iron, were also 
able to use the material in a less traditional way to create I ight and open 
structures. 

It is interesting to note in passing that when iron was used in non-traditiona l 
forms its uni q11er,ess was someti mes emphasi zed by the use of co I or. For pract i ca I 
reasons iron had to be painted as a protection against rust. But such vivid 
col ors (red, yellow, and blue) as those used on the Crystal Palace, for example, 
expressed more than a mere need for protection of structural members. Hu nt's 
non-tradi t ional bui I dings on Broadway were pa inted "in at least half a dozen tint s." 
The Pari s Eiffel Tower of 1887- 89 was a gr eat work in cast and wrought i r on a nd 
a lso pa inted in se ver a l different col or s . It i s a lso poss i b le t o a r gue that t hi s 
use of color on metal was less an attempt to express the special qua I iti es of 
the material than merely a nother r e flection of 19th-century fondness for poly­
chromy, as witnessed by numerous examples in the Victorian Gothi c and "Quee n Anne" 
styl es , 

Ma ny seri ous observer s of t he ir contempor ary ar chi tecture wer e deeply di s­
tur bed by the conf li ct between t he o ld t r ad it ions a nd the new t echno log ies . Pro­
fessor Donaldson is quoted by Sir John Summerson (89) as asking the young men at 
the 1847 opening of t he Architectura l Assoc iation: "The grea t question is, are 
we to have a n architecture of our period, a distinct, individual, palpa ble style 
of the 19th cent ury ?" 

We see that the 19t h-century vi ew of cast-iron ar ch itecture was a cont r ad ic­
t ory one . For some it was va l id only i f i t was a d irect imitati on of traditi ona l 
forms in stone, Others thought that the possibi I ities inherent in cast iron 
seemed to point a way towards the development of a n architecture appropri at e to 
the age ; sti I I other s fe lt it was only parti a lly s uccess ful, a nd somet imes not 
eve n that , It is on ly f r om the d istance of t he 20th cent ury that we can rec­
ogni ze that cast-iron ar ch itecture de ve loped forms tha t wer e s ign i f icant for 
t he ir st r uctura l in novati ons and unique in t he ir aesthet ic expr ess ions . 
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PART 11 

BLOCK BY BLOCK DESCRIPTIONS 

BROADWAY 

The section of Broadway that runs through the Historic District was extended 
north of Canal Street to Astor Place in 1775 and was known as Great George Street. 
Its name was changed to Broadway in 1794. The roadway was paved and sidewalks 
were laid in 1809 ,thus facilitating the development of the District. Broadway 
was primarily a · residential street until the late 1820s and early 1830s when 
many residences ·were converted into smal I retail shops. Rapid commercial devel­
opment soon followed and continued into the early 20th century. Today the street 
sti II retains a commercial character. 

Canal to Howard Street 

The three northern most bu i Id i ngs in this b tock give one a picture of the 
range of types of architectural development which took place on Broadway. No. 
423 is typical of the modified Federal style of building which I ined Broadway 
in the 1820s. Nos. 425 and 427-429 were built only a year apart, but the two 
styles of cast-iron facades uti tize iron for ornamental details in quite differ­
ent ways. 

West Side () ·nly in District: Block 231 (south part), Nos. 419-429 

No. 425, a relatively simple five-story, three-bay bui I ding erected in 1869, 
is probably one of the first that Griffith Thomas designed with a cast-iron 
facade. The square-headed windows with their curved corners are separated by 
unadorned columns; each floor has its own projecting cornice. The heavy main 
entablature, supported by foliated brackets, is crowned by a curved pediment. 
In its use of forms and lack of ornamentation, it presents a strong contrast 
with No. 427-429. 

No. 427-429 Broadway (43-45 Howard) designed for A. J. Oittenhoffer by 
Thomas Jackson in 1870, uses cast iron in a highly ornate manner. While basic­
ally Venetian Renaissance in its use of structural forms, the building details 
are elaborated in the French Renaissance manner. 

Five stories high, six bays wide on Broadway, and twelve: bays wide on Howard 
Street, the bui I ding creates a striking effect on its corner site. The round­
arched windows which are divided by ornately decorated columns topped by 
Corinthian ca~itals, develop a highly effective rhythm. The spandrels between 
the arches contain florid detai Is. Much of the ground floor on Broadway has 
been remodel led but one original doorway remains framed by columns similar to 
those on the upper stories. The Howard Street ground floor retains the columns 
which divided the original show windows. Also on this side, one special show 
window survives. It is three bays wide and projects slightly from the wal I 
surface; it is covered by its own canopy and cornice which is topped by finial 
elements. Originally there was asimilar window on Broadway. The main building 
cornice is supported by brackets interspersed by frieze pane Is which ha ve ll1e 
same elaborate decoration of the spandrels. Above the four cent ral . bays on 
Broadway is a pediment which contains the building date of 1876. 
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BROADWAY (Cont'd.) 

231-12 
f/419,421 
Restaurant and shop 
I story 

231-11 
#423 
Commenced: 1822 
Completed: 1823 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Benjamin Lord 
Original Function: Store & dwelling 
Facade: Brick, iron cornice 
3 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: New ground floor facade; iron 

cornice probably added in 1860s. 

231-10 231-8 
#425 #427-429 
Commenced: ? (#43-45 Howard, southwest corner) 
Completed: 10/18/1869 Commenced: 7/1/1870 
Architect : Griffith Thomas Completed: 1/12/1871 
Builder : John T. Conover Architect: Thomas Jackson 

. Original Owner: LeBouli I I ier Bros. Original Owner: A. J. Dittenhoffer 
Original Function: Store Original Function: Warehouse 

. Facade: Iron, from Excelsior Iron Works Facade: · lron 
5 stories; 3 bays 5 stories; 6 bays, 12 bays on Howard 
Comments: Lacking original urns at Comments: Was the site of the City Hotel 

roof line and capital decorations in 1852. Ground floor alterations, 
notable bay treatment on Howard. 

Howard to Grand Street 

Most bui I dings on the west side of this block on Broadway date from the 
1860s. None of them. have . complete cast-iron facades~ However, there are several 
interesting examples of the use of iron and stone in combination, most notably 
from the A~chitectural Iron Works of Daniel Badger. This is not surprising 
considering this early date -- before cast iron reached the height of its 
popularity. 

The east side is flanked by two sumptuous bui I dings typical of the 1890s 
commercial style. Most notable are the four cast-iron buildings in the center 
of the block done in 1876. Nos. 444 and 452 use cast iron in an especially 
interesting way . O. H. Valentine's Manual of the Common Council of New York, 
1865, shows views of Broadway from that year; five bui I dings are depicted which 
are sti 11 standing on the block, giving us a useful tool to note bui I ding changes. 

West Side: Block 231 (north part), Nos. 431-461 

No. 443-445 is a handsome five-story building, six bays wide, done in an 
Italianate manner. Bui It in 1860 for N. Ludlum by Griffith Thomas, the bui I ding 
is aesthetically very successful. The entire facade is stone. Round-arched 
windows topped by individual projecting cornice slabs supported by brackets 
create a symmetrical rhythm across the facade. Below the central windows of the 
second floor is a projecting balustrade with urns at either end of the railing. 
The ground floor has been completely altered, but it originally had round-arched 
doors and show windows. The main cornice is supported by ornately scrolled 
brackets, and a pediment provides a final emphasis to this handsome Classic 
composition. 

No. 447, completed in 1860 for Wi I I iam and Edward E. Mitchel I, forms a 
harmonious composition with its neighbors. Daniel Badger's catalog for his 
Architectural Iron Works I ists the store front as a commission done for Mr. 
Collamore, the proprietor of the store. Only the first floor facade is iron; 
those of the upper stories are stone. 
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BROADWAY (Cont'd.) 

The buiJding is five stories high and three bays wide. Th~ round-arched 
windows topped by heavy flat keystones are divided by panel led pilasters which 
have Corinthianesque capitals. A simple but bold projecting cornice, running 
under the windows as wel I as outlining each pi laster base, divides each of the 
upper stories. The cornice above the first floor is iron as are the remaining 
original elements of the first floor facade. The main cornice has underlying 
modi I lions and denti Is and is supported by scrolled brackets at the. ends. These 
brackets are topped by rounded terminal blocks. 

23 1-14 
§431-439 
(46 Howard, northwest corner) 
Listed on Howard 

231-38 
#443-445 (through to Mercer) 
Completed: 1860 
Architect: Griffith Thomas 
Origina l Owner: N. Ludlum 
Original Functiqn: Store 
Facade: Stone, iron corni ce 
5 stori es; 6 bays 
Comments: Ground floor alterations; 

urns missing at ends of cornice. 
Bui It for D. Appleton & Co. -
W. Weisman, Art Bui let in, Dec. 1954 

23 1-36 
#449 (through to Mercer) 
Completed: 1855-56 
Architect: Unknown 
Or ig ina l Owner: Matthew Morgan 
Orig inal Function: Store 
Facade : Mar b I e , iron corn ices 
5 stor ies; 3 bays · 
Comments: Iron storefront listed in 

Badger's Architectural Iron Works 
catalog in 1865; the propri etor 
was Mr. Jackson. Ground floor 
a lterat ions . 

231-32 
#455- 457 
Commented : 1867 
Comp leted: 1868 
Arch i tect: Unknown 
Or ig i na l Owner: E. N. Ni chol s 
Or iginal Function: Store & lof ts 
Facade : Stone, iron cornices 
5 stori es ; 4 bays 
Comments : Owned by Be ld ing Bros. sew i ng 
s il k bus iness i n 1895 - i I lustrated in 
in Kings Vi ews . Iron ornament miss ing 
from corni ce , ground f loor a lterat ions . 

23 1-40 
#44 1 
Commenced: 3/21/1876 
Completed: 9/11/1876 
Architect: Griffith Thomas 
Bui Ider: John T. Conover 
Original Owner: ·wm . B. Lawrence 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Originally iron, now brick 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: 1908 alteration - new front 

added, limestone first floor, brick 
above, cast iron in between windows. 

231-37 
#447 (through to Mercer) 
Comp I eted: 1860 
Architect: Unknown 
Ori g inal Owners: \A/m. & Edward Mi tchel I 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: First floor iron, stone above 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Iron storefront I isted in 

Badger's Architectural Iron Works 
catalog in 1865; the propri etor was 
Mr. Collamore. Ground floor alter­
ations. 

23 1-25 
#45 1-453 (through to Mercer) 
Commenced: 6/1/1869 
Completed: 12/10/1869 
Ar chitect: J. B. Snook 
Bui Ider : W. E. Lambert 
Original Owner: Est ate of George Lori I larc 
Original Funct ion: Store a nd storehouse 
Facade: Stone ashl ar, originally iron and 

br ick 
5 stories originally, now raised to 6; 

6 bays 
Comments: 19 16 a lterat ion - compl ete new 

faca de on Broadway. 

231-30 
#459- 46 1 
(# I 15 Grand, southwest corner ) 
Commenced : 1860 
Comp I eted : 186 1 
Arch i tect: Unknown 
Or ig ina l Owner: Thomas Suffe~n 
Original Function: Store & lofts 
Facade: Stone 
5 stor ies; 6 bays, 13 bays on Grand 
Comments : Ground f loor a lterations, 
r ema i ning i ron o n g1~011 nd f I oor entab l a-

ture . 
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BROADWAY (Cont'd.) 

East Si de: Block 232, N,os. 434-458 

Nos. 444 and 452 have identical five-story, three-·bay cast-iron facades. 
Designed by Schweitzer &"Greve for Edward Mathews, the .two . buildings were built 
together and are joined on the Crosby St . side. · Each facade. is fl ariked .by a 
simple pi laster treatment. · Slender neo~Grec columns divide the window bays. 
Stretching between each set of co I umns is a pierced sty Ii zed 'c;:irch set in front 
of the window glass benea+h a wide spandrel panel. The~ffect is rem~niscent . 
of that created on the Richard Morris Hunt-designed bu i I d-i ng c;it 4 78-482 Broadway• 
The tracery is pa i nted to contrast with the other e I ements of the bu i Id i ng. . . 
Crowning the facade is a bold projecting cornice decorated with ahthemion alter­
nating with raised circular motifs and flanked by neo-Grec console brackets. 

Nos. 446-448 and 450 were built at the same time by J. B. Snook for the 
Lori I lard Estate and share a common facade. Both are five stories high; No. 446- · 
448 is six bays wide and No. 450 i~~h~ee bays wide. Quoined ~i la$ters flank 
the ends of each bui I ding and for~ a . dividing line between the two sections. 
Columns topped by Corinthian capitals define the window bays and the ground 
floor openings. A simple undecorated cornice divides each of the floors . The 
main entablature adds an appro'pria.t-ely strong accent to the composition of the 
joint facade. . FI anked by I arge con.so I e brackets, each topped by a sort of neo­
Grec terminal block, the cornice · of each bui I ding stretches above a panel led 
concave frieze. Additional · concave. brackets with their own incised terminal 
blocks alternate with thepahel-s on the frieze. These non-traditional decorative 
details combine with the other elements of the buildings to form a handsome open 
classical composition• . 

232.:.. -1 
§434-438 

{h'.'3'3-42 Howard, northeast corner) · 
Commenced: 4/6/1895 
Completed: 5/20/1896 
Architect: Ralph S. T0wnsend · · 
brigihal Owner: Abraham Bciehm & Lewis 

Coon 
Original Funct ion: Store 
Fa ca de: Indiana I i me st one on I st and 

2nd floors, brick and terra cotta 
above. 

9 stories; 9 bays (3 triple bays) . 
Comments: Ground f I obr a Iterations. 

232-4 
#442 
Commenced: 5/1 6/1876 : 
Completed: 9/5/1876 
Architect: W. P. Anderson 
Builder: Charles E. Hadded 
Original Owner: Edward Mitchell 
Ori g inal Functi on: Store 
Facade : Bri ck, now stuccoed over 
4 stori es; 4 bays 
Comments: This is an L-shaped bui I ding 

with another facade at #36 Howard. 
1965 alteration-roof replaced after 
a fire, ori g i na I iron cornice 
r emoved at that time . Ground 
f loor a lter ed . 
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232-3 
§440 
Completed: 1938 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Stone 
2 st ories; 30 feet wide 
Comments: This_ bui I ding is a drastic 

alteration of another building occu­
pying the site since c, 1875. 

232-5 
#444 (through t o Crosby) 
Comme nced: I 1/6/1 876 
Completed: 7/30/1877 
Archi t ect: Schweitzwer & Greve 
Ori g inal Function: Warehouse 
Ori g inal Owner: Edward Mathews 
Facade: Iron, from Long Is land Iron Works 
5 stori es; 3 bays 
Comments : Buil t as one bui I ding wi t h #452 . 

Ground floor alterat ions. 
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232-6/7 
#446-448 
Commenced: 12/21/ I 876 · .. 
Completed: 5/25/1877 
Architect: J. B ... Snook 
Original Owner: Lqril lard ~~tate 
Original Function: St9re 
Facade: Iron, from ~ • . s. & J. \~.Cornell . 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Common facade w i.th #450. New 
doors and windows. ._ 

232-9 
#452 (through to Crosby) 
Commenced: I 1/6/1876 
Completed: 7/30(1877 · 
Ar chi tect: Sch we i t.zer · & Greve . 
Original Owner: Edward Mathews 
Orig i na I Fun ct ion: ~larehouse · 
Facade: Iron, from Long Island Iron Works 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Bui It as one building with 

#444. Ground floor alterations. 

232-11 
§456 
Comp I eted: 1554 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Thomas Woodruff 
Original Function: Store & lofts 
Facade: Stone, iron cornice & store-

front 
5 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: Original Badger storefront, 

Ground floor alterations 

Grand to Broome Street 

232-8 
§450 . 
Commenced: 12/21/1876 
Comp I eted: 5/25/ 1877, 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Original Owner: Lori I lard Estate 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron, from J. B. & J. W. Corne I I 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments; Common facade with . #446-448. 

New doors and windows,. 

232-10 
#454 
Comp I eted: 1863 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Peter Goelet 
Orig i na I Fun ct ion-: Store 
FacadE'~ . : Brick 
5 stories originally, now reduced to I; 

25 ft. wide. 
Comments: 1946 alteration - removed 

upper 4 stories; nothing original 
remains on the facade. For a I ine 
drawing of the original see Valen­
tine's Manual, 1865, p. 589. Also 
had a Badger storefront. 

232-12 
#458 (southeast corner Grand) 
Commenced: , 3/2I/1895 
Completed: 3/19/1896 
Architect: Alfred Zucker 
Original Owner: Charles A. Baudonino 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Limestone, brick and terracotta 
9 stories; 5 bays 
Comments: Ground floor alterations. 

This block provides good examples of the changing taste that ·characterizes 
American commercial architecture. Four cast-iron bui I dings remain from the late 
1860s and 1870s; a number of others from both earlier and later periods retain 
thejr original iron trim. Several bui I dings of the 1890s display the ornate use 
of iron in combination with brick and other materials. Others on the east side 
which once had iron facades have been completely altered in the 20th century • 

. . West Side: Block 474 (east part), Nos. 469-487 

No. 477-479· is a five-story cast-iron bui I ding bui It for V.Ji 11 lam Rhinelander 
by H. W. Smith and Sons in 1869-70. While the bui I dings forms are derived from 
classical sources, much of its ornament is quite fanciful. 

A center molded pi laster similar to those on the ends, splits the six 
window bays into two groups, The bays themselves are separated by columns with 
hexagonal bases and Corinthianesque capitals. The windows have rounded I intels, 
and abstract geometric detai I decorates the spandrels. Pi !asters separate the 
ground story doors and windows which remain largely intact. The upper stories 
are separated by simple cornices. The entablature contains a panel led frieze 
underneath the simple cornice which is supported by gently curved brackets. An 
unusual touch is a fine leaf-pattern detai I on the brackets and niodil I ions. 
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No. 483-485 is the other cast-iron building on this side of the street. 
Built in the same years as No. 477-479, it was designed by Robert Mook for 
Helen Langdon as a store and lofts. It is also derived from classical sources 
but the ornamental details are simple, almost sparse in treatment. This five­
story bui I ding is divided into two bay groupings of three bays each by a central 
panel led pi laster I ike those flanking the ends of the building. Simple round 
columns, topped by an egg-and-dart molding (which gives the appearance of a 
Doric capital) separate the windows. The main cornice, treated simply with 
under I y i ng modi rl ions, is supported by scro I I ed bracket_s. However, a whims i ca I 
touch is urns- above the cornice over the pilasters; they give strong emphasis 
to the roof I ine. 

474-38to 45 
#469 
(Northwest corner Grand) 
Original bui I ding destroyed by fire, 

now a parking lot;- site of Grif­
fith Thomas's Lord ~ _ Taylor store. 

474-36 
#473 (through to Mercer) 
Commenced: 4/15/1894 
Completed: . 2/25/1895 
Architect: Ralph Townsend 
Original Owner: J. J. Little 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Limestone, iron ornament 
8 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Cornice removed, ground floor 

intact. Common facade with #475. 

474-33/34 
#477-479 (through to Mercer) 
Commenced: 7/12/1869 
Completed: 3/31/1870 
Architec}: H. W. Smith & Sons 
Original Owner: Wm . Rhinelander 
Original Function: Store & storehouse 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Some ornament missing, but 

ground floor intact. Site of the 
American Art Union in 1852. 

474-37 
11471 
Completed: 1855 
Architect: Uhkriown 
Original Owner: Margaret Duffie 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Stone with iron ground floor 

ahd cornice 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Storefront I J sted in Badger's 

Arch i tectura I 1.ron Works catalog 
in 1~65; the proprietor was W. 
Gibson. Window ornament shaved, 
some iron ornament broken and 
missing. 

474-35 
#475 (through to Mercer) 
Commenced: 4/13/1894 
Completed: 2/25/1895 
Architect: Ralph Townsend 
Original Owner: Harvey Chaffee 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Limestone, iron ornament 
8 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Cornice removed, ground floor 

alter.ations. Common facade with 
i/473. 

474-32 
#481 (through to Mercer) 
Completed: 1855•56 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: John DeWolfe 
Origin.al Function: Store 
Facade: Stone 
4 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Storefront listed in Badger's 

Architectural Iron Works catalog, 
1865. Cornice and window ornament 
removed, windows filled in, some 
iron remains on the ground floor. 
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474-30 
§483-485 (through to Mercer) 
Commenced: 9/1/1869 
Completed: 3/31/1870 
Architect: Robert Mook 
Bui Ider: Tucker 
Original Owner: Helen Langdon 
Original Function: Store & lofts 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Ground floor alterations, 

capital ornament missing. 

474-29 
§487 (through to Mercer) 

(Southwest corner of Broome) 
Listed on Broome Street 
3 bays on Broadway 

East Side: Block 473 (west part), Nos. 464-486 

Nos. 462-464 and 466-468 Broadway (120-132 Grand) form an impressive corner 
bui !ding which runs along Grand Street to Crosby Street. Designed by John Correja 
for George BI i ss and J. Coss i tt is 1879-1880, it is a massive examp I e of a cast-. 
iron commercial palace done in a French Renais.sance vein. Its six stories are 
combined into a total of twelve bays on the Broadway side and 24 bays on the 
Grand Street side. The bays are further subdivided into groups of six by heavy 
pi I asters decorated similarly to the corner piers and extending through two sto­
ries. The sraund-f loor facade has been completely altered, but on the upper 
stories slender round columns with Corinthian capitals separate the bays. The 
I intels are embel I ished with sawtooth motif, while the frieze of the second and 
fourth story entablatures are composed of rows of incised banding. The large 
pilaster orders have a type of bandwork-and-scal lop capital with a medal I ion 
motif midway on the shaft. The rather heavy cornice is supported by brackets, 
and the architrave is I ined by a ro~ of modi! lions. 

No. 478-482 is a unique statement in cast iron designed by Richard Morris 
Hunt in 1873-74. The nine bays of this five story bui !ding are subdivided 
into groups of three by Ionic orders exfending three stories from the second 
to the fourth floors. Slender sty I ized colonnettes separate the windows 
al lowing for a large amount of glass. A curved screenwork extends between the 
pi !asters at the top of the fourth floor windows, further defining the triple­
bay grouping. The ground floor has been partially altered, but the incised iron 
pi I asters remain intact. The fifth floor is also treated separately with its 
own pi !asters and colonnettes subdividing the bays. Behind these colonnettes 
is a pierced screen-work similar to that 'on the bui I ding at 130 Greene Street. 
Perhaps the most unusual feature of the design is the cornice which is very 
narrow but . is supported by slender modified brackets over a very wide slightly 
concave frieze set with vertical banding in relief. Originally there was a 
balustrade above the cornice, but it has been removed. 

Hunt also designed an adjoining bui I ding at 476 Broadway in 1871-72 which 
is no longer standing. We know from early views that he uti I ized cast iron to 
create Moorish effects, particularly in the arches of the bay divisions, which 
are also formed by slender columns. This bui I ding also had a strongly projecting 
cornice which was supported by brackets with Moorish motifs. Both bui I dings are 
ii lustrated in American Architect and Bui ldino News, vol. I. - No. 478-482 in the 
issue for June 10, 1876, and No. 476 in the issue for July 15, 1876,, The 
description accompanying the ii lustration for No. 476 states: "The panels are 
fi I led with porcelain decorated with arabesques; the shafts of the columns are 
incased in brass and nickel-plated drums; and the mouldings, etc., are painted 
with various colors." 

A History of Architecture and the Bui I ding Trades of New York (Vol. I, p.53) 
published in 1899 describes these store fronts 1 ~ •• as realistic as possible. 
A very sincere and a partly successful attempt was made in these fronts to give 
the ful I character of a street facade designed in a material previously unknown 
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in architecture. Moreover a serious attempt was made to utilize the almost un-
i im i ted strength of the n:1ater 1 a I in making uprights as s I ender and the proportion 
of glass in the· whole front as great as practicable." This account also reports 

r .that they ·~ere briglnaliy ,painted in polychrome of at least half a dozen tints 
although they were later redone in gray, the color the remaining bui I ding is to-
day. · 

Montgomery Schuyler, the leading American archtiectural critic of the late 
19th century,also commends these buildings (Architectural Record, V, Set. - Dec. 
1895): "Each had the fundamental merit of being unmistakably designed for its 
material ••• (and speaking of No. 476) ••• the arches here, with their hanging 
cusps, promote the impression the whole front makes of being unmistakably metal­
' ic, and excluding any other material than metal. Moreover, the radical weakness 
of the material as a material for permanent structures, its I iabi I ity to rust, 
is here taken account of, and in each case the painting which an iron front needs 
for its preservation is made an Important element in the decoration." 

In the§e buildings Hurit used cast irbh in a non-imitative manner to i I lus­
trate the potential for ·a n,ew style of architecture. 

473-1/3 
#462-464; 466-468 (through to. Crosby) 

· ii/120-132 Grand northea·st:· corner) 
Commenced: 9/24/ 1879 
Completed: 5/31/1880 
Architect: John Correja 
Bui -Ider: ·p. Herm.ann 
Original Owners: George 'Bliss & J. 

Cossitt 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 

: 6 stories; · 12 b?YS on Broadway, 24 bays 
on Grand 

Comments: •· Brooks Bros. stood on this 
site prior to the .erection of pre­
sent bui I ding. Ground floor alter­
ations. 

473-6 
#472 · Cthrough to Crosby) 
Commenced: 4/16/1878 
Completed: 8/27/1878 
Architect: Wi I I iam H. Cauvet 
Bui Ider: Van Do !'son & Arnott 
Original Owner: Levy Bros. & Co. 
Original Funttion: Store ·& o~en lofts 
Original · Facade: Iron on Broadway, 

brick on. Crosby .·· 
5 stories, now reduced · to It; 2 bays 
Comments: 1934 a Iteration ~ reduced 

height; ' complete new facade. 
Bui I ding o~ site previous to pre­
sent one was occupied by a Baptist 
church on the ground floor as of 
1847, and by the General Society 
of Mechanics & Tradesmen on the 
upper floors. 

.., " -') ( ,, -

473-5 
#470 
Comp I eted: 1858 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Pacific Bank 
Original Function: Bank 
Original Facade: Stone 
Present Function: Store 
Present Facade: Brick 
5 stories originally, now reduced to 2; 

3 bays. 
Comments: 1918 alteration - new I ime­

stone front on basement & 1st floor; 
1940 alteration - remove upper 
three stories. Nothing original 
remains on facade. For a line 
drawing of the originaf see p. 589, 
Valentine's Manual, 1865. 

473-7 
#474 
Comp I eted: · 1863 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner! Jane McNevin 
Original Function: Store & dwel I ing 
Facade: Brick, iron cornices & store-

front 
4 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Ground floor alterations 
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473-8 
#476 (through to Crosby) 
Commenced: 4/16/1902 
Completed: 2/28/1903 
Architect: Robert Maynicke 
Original Owner: Henrv Corn 
Original Function: Stdre & lofts 
Facade: Brick, limestone, terracotta, 

iron 
I I stories; 5 bays 
Comments: Was the site of an 1871-72 

Hunt cast-iron store. 

473-13 
#484 
Commenced: 6/4/1879 
Completed: 12/20/1879 
Architect: J. Weber & Sons 
Bui Ider: J. Weber & Sons 
Owner: J. J. Astor 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brick & iron storefront 
5 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: 191 I Alteration - new 

facade and interior 

Broome to Spring Street 

473-10 
#478-482 (through io Crosby) 
Commen~ed: 6/25/1873 
Completed: 1/31/1874 
Architect: Richard M. Hunt 
Original Owner: Roosevelt Hospital 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 9 bays 
Comments: Some ground floor alterations. 

473-14 
#486 
(#437-441 Broome, southeast corner) 
Listed on Broome 
2 bays on Broadway 

This block also i I lustrates the changing character of Broadway. A number of 
early buildings; · dating from the 1850s and 1860s stil I remain, especially on the 
east side of the street. They make a strong contrast to .the taller, more ornate 
late 19th-century and early 20th-century commercial bui I dings they adjoin. Only 
two bui I dings have complete cast-iron facades, but one of them, the Haughwout 
store, is perhaps the best known bui I ding in the District. 

West Side: Block 484, Nos. 489-527 

Nos. 503-505, 507-509, and 51 I are three separate bui I dings with a single 
homogeneous facade, designed by J. B. Snook for Joseph Lo~bat in 1878-79, these 
five-story bui I dings have divisions of six, six, and three bays respectively. 
Plain pi I asters mark the bull~ing separations and flank the end bays. Smooth 
round columns, now minus their capital ornament, separate the windows, moving 
in a rhythmic pattern across the fronts. The ground floor, with the exception 
of one doorway at No. 503, .has been completely a.ltered. The entablature is the 
most ornate element remaining on the facades • . Vertical pseudo-brackets stretch 
across the broad concave frieze underlying the narrow cornice creating an effect 
somewhat similar to that on 478-482 Broadway. Larger brackets support the cornice 
above the pi I asters, and these are topped by neo-Grec terminal blocks at the 
cornice I ine. 

No. 513-519 is a six-story high, thirteen-bay wide store bui I ding, designed 
by Samuel Warner in 1884. It is a commercial adaptation of the popular Queen 
Anne architectural style of the period, incorporating floriated terra-cotta de­
tai Is into the overall design in a vibrant polychromatic fashion. Heavy brick 
pilasters decorated with terra-cotta placques and ornate capitals subdivide the 
bays into three goupings between the second and fifth stories. Slender cast-
iron pilasters with Ionic capitals separate the windows in the outer bay sectio11s, 
while in the center bay section the windows are separated by iron columns with 
ornate stylized capitals. The ground floor has been altered, and I ittle of the 
original remains. The sixth floor is set off above a heavy entablature. The 
ornately scrolled brackets ~hi ch support the iron cornfce alternate with terra­
cotta placques set into the brick frieze. Heavy brick pi lasie1s, also with 
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terra-cotta capitals, separate the sixth-story windows while r1s1ng above these is 
a half-story mansard roof offset by three pediments. The central pediment encloses 
an ornate terra-cotta ornamental design, and it is also underlaid with molded brick 
pi I asters i nter.spersed by terra-cotta p I acques. 

No. 521.:.523 is the.remaining port ion of the o Id St. N i:cho I.as Hote I wh I ch once 
extended .up to Spr i ng · Street. A pamph I et issued :by '; the . hqte I in 1856, The St. 
Nicholas Hotel, Its Plan and Arrangement, describes the m~ssive complex which stood 
at 507-527 Broadway. It states. that the plan and designs for the centra·1 portion of 
the bui I ding were prepared by the owner D. H. Haight~ Daniel Badger's catalog of 
1865 attributes the .design to J;. B. Snook. Badger's foundry supplied a 470 foot 
cast-iron storefront which may have been used on both . the Broadway and Spring facade s . 

· Ke nnfori's Architects and Builders Guide lists t he a~chitect as Griffith Thomas (of 
Thomas and Son.) 

According to the pamphlet t he foundations for the central portion (No. 513-5 19 
Broadway) were laid in 1851, and it was completed and open by January 1853. The 
southern wing CNo. , 507-511 Brca.dway) and the northern wi.ng (No. 521-527 Broadway) 
were begun in 1853, and the whole complex was in use by .March 1854. The complex 
fronted 275 feet on Broadway, 200 feet on Spring; · and 275 feet on Mercer. The pam­
phlet further describes it as being six stories high and fronted with white marble. 
The architectural order was a "modified Corinthian11 ; while the facade was 11 ornate, 11 

it was "not overloaded with embel I ishments." Clarence Cook writing in the New York 
.Q uarter I y in 1855 C p. 121 ) seems to differ: -"We desire not to scrape off the carv­
ings of the St. Nicholas to reduce it to the simpl i~ity of the Astor, but we wish to 
weed from it a little, so as to give some plain -space of wal I on which the eye can 
repose, introduce a few string courses to preserve that horizontal ity so necessary 
t o the unity of a large structure , and make either massive piers or rusticated 
quoins at its extremities to strengthen and consolidate the whole." However the 
northern wing was only five stories high and contemporary illustrations indicate 
t hat the decorative details differed from those on the southern portions. (See John 
A. Kouwenhouven, A Columbi.a Historical Portrait of New York, p. 277, for a picture 
of the orig i na I structure.) The china', cut g I ass and chande Ii ers were from the 
firm of E.· V. Haughwout, ~ and the carpets, drap~ry, bedding and upholstery were 
furnished by A. T. Stewart, both prominent merchants of the 1850s who themselves 
commissioned architecturally noteworthy buildings. The former complex, containing 
1000 beds, was in its day-one of the most prominent hotels on Broadway in the 1850s 
and 1860s. The War Department made the hotel its headquarters during the Civil War . 

The glory of the St. Nicholas was short~lived; the southern wing was replaced 
by the Snook-designed Lou bat store (No. 503':"'5 I I) in .1_878, and Samue I Warner's store 
a nd warehouse (No. 513-519/ replaced the -central por·tion in 1884. ~nly a portion 
of the north wing remains at 521-523 Broadway. The bui I ding is five stories high 
a nd si·x bays wide, and f~ced . with stone. The windows on the upper stories of No. 52 i 
r etain most of their original ornamented moldings. Abqve each window is a curved 
project-i ng cornice · I edge under which Is a type of ornamenta I . deta i I inspired by 
French sources. T~e . windows of the .top floor have simple moldings and are slightly 
set off above~ molded strirag course. Al I the windows of No. 523 have been shaved 
of their ornament. · .The original stone entablaturestill connects the two parts of 
t he bui I dings. Elal;>_orate heavy . brackets support a simple cornice. 

484-28 . 
1N 89 
(#442-444 Broome, northwest corner) 
Listed on Broome 
2 bays on Broadway 
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484-26 
#491-493 
Commenced: 4/7/1896 
Completed: 2/24/1897 
Architect: Buchman & Oeisler 
Original Owner: Jeremiah C. ~~ons 
Original F~nction: Store · 
Facade: Limestone, copper roof · 
12 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: Ground floor alterations. Site 

of American .Musical Fund Soc iety~ 
1853. 
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484-24 
§495-497 (through to Mercer) 
Commenced: 5/2/1892 
Completed: 3/30/1893 
Architect: Alfred Zucker 
Original Owne,r: Augustus D. Jul I iard 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brick, stone, terra cotta, iron 

spandrel panels, copper roof 
8 stories; 3 double bays 
Comments: §495 - site of "Sketch Club" 

in 1846; §497 - site of American Art 
Union in 1840. Site of Grover & 
Baker Sewing Machine Co., 1860, George 
Johnson Architect, for Badger's 
Architectural Iron Works. 

484-22 
§501 (through to Mercer) 
Parking lot, site of c. 1865 
cast-iron bu i Id i ng from 
Badger's Architectural Iron Works 

484-18 
§507-509 
Commenced: 7/22/1878 
Completed: 2/21/1879 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Carpenter : Wm . Vanderhof 
Mason : Richard Deeves 
Original Owner: Joseph F. Loubat 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron, from Corne I I Iron Works 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Common facade with §503~505, 

#51 I. Ground floor altered. 

484-16 /15 / 1 
§ 5 I 3-5 (7- 5 I 9 
Commenced: 6/14/1884 
Completed: 2/28/1885 
Architect: Samuel A. Warner 
Carpenter: John Sniffin 
Mason: Masterton & Harrison 
Original Owner: D. H. Haight Estate 
Original Function: Stores & warehouse 
Facade: Stone, brick, terra cotta, 

and iron ornament 
6 stories; 13 bays 
Comments: Ground Floor altered. 

484-9 
#525-527 
(#92-94 Spring, southwest corner) 
Listed on Spring 
6 bays on Broadway 
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484-23 
#499 (through to Mercer) 
Commenced: 1868 
Comp I eted: 1869 
Architect: Wm . T. Beer 
Original Owner: C. J, & A. D. Oppenheim 
Original Function: Store & warehouse 
Facade: Stone, iron cornice 
4 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Ground floor alterations. 

484-20 
#503-505 (through to Mercer) 
Commenced: 6/20/1878 
Completed: 2/26/1879 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Carpenter: Wm . Vanderhof 
Mason: Richard Deeves 
Original Owner: Joseph F. Loubat 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron, from Corne I I Iron Works 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Common facade with #507-509, 

#51 I. Ground floor altered. 

484-17 
#511 
Commenced: 7/29/1878 
Completed: 2/26/1879 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Carpenter: Wm. Vanderhof 
Mason: Richard Deeves 
Original Owner: Joseph F. Loubat 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron, . from Cornell Iron Works 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Common facade with #503-505, 

#507-509 , Ground floor altered. 

484-12/ I l 
#521, 523 
Comp I eted: 1854 
Architect: J. B. Snook or Griffith 

Thomas 
Original Owner: D. H. Haight 
Original Function: St, Nicholas Hotel 
Facade: Stone 
5 stories; 3 bays each section 
Comment~: See description in text. 

Ground floor altered, window orna­
ment shaved on # 523. 



SH-Cl HD 

BROADWAY (Cont'd.) 

East Side: Block 483, Nos. 488-528 

No. 488-492, the E. V. Haughwout ' Bullding1 · was designated as New York City 
Landmark on November 23, 1965. De~igned by John Gaynor in 1857 with its cast­
iron components from Daniel Badger's ·Architectural Iron Works, this building is 
the most notable of the many cast~iron bui I dings in the District. 

Five stories high, nine bays - ~ide on Broadway and fourteen bays wide on 
Broome Street, this impressive bui I ding displays strong Venetian Renaissance 
characteristics. The arched windows, set between fluted Corinthian columns 
with underlying balustrades are reminiscient of those on Sansovino's library on 
the Piazetta in Venice. The ground floor which is slightly differentiated from 
the upper stories by its window shapes retains most of its original characteris­
tics. The delicate building cornice rises above several bands of elaborate 
fr i ezework. 

Eder V. Houghwout was a merchant in cut-glass, silverware, clocks and 
chandeliers, and this marvelous cast-iron palace provided a luxurious setting 
for their display and ~ale. 

No. 502-504 is a fine example of what was known as a "sperrr. candle" build­
ing, so called because of the distinctive window-bay treatment which was remi­
niscent of the shape of candles made . from sperm whale oil. 

The bui I ding bui It · in 1860 by Ket lum and Son for Homer Bostwick, is five 
stories high. The six window bays are treated in two-story units -- two-story 
columns separate each vertical window group ·with its rounded upper window. A 
narrow banding incised with a circular motif separates the windows within each 
vertical group. The cornice is treated simply with a row of modi I lions. But 
applied directly under this is a row of flat "inverse crenel lation. 11 A molded 
bracket flanks each end of the con ice, and rising from these are smal I urns. 

The ground floor store-front, although much altered, was made of cast iron 
from Badger's Arch i tectura I Iron Works. Badger's catalog i 11 ustrates comp I ete 
cast-iron facades done in the "sperm-candle" ·style, even though the upper stories 
of this building are of stone. · The most: notable example of an al I cast-iron 
bui I ding in this style is still standing: at 55-57 White Street (out of the 
District); it is also listed in Badger's catalog with Ket lum given as the 
architect and dates from 1860. The· White Street cast-iron facade is identical 
in design to the facade of 502-504 Broadway. Possibly this type of design may 
have originated in cast iron and was later imitated in stone. A History of 
Architecture and the Building Trades in New York (1899), mentions that forms 
of ironwork caused a change in the desig~ of stone buildings, and they then men­
tion "the store fronts along Broadway diversified with engaged columns very 
long, very slender and very smooth; which when cut out of white marble explained 
the popular phrase about the sperm candle order." 

483-1 
11488-492 
(Northeast corner Broome) 
Commenced: 1856 
Completed: 1857 
Architect: John Gaynor 
Original Owner: Eder V. Haughwout 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron, from Badger's Architec­

tural Iron Works 
5 stories; 9 bays, 14 bays on Broome 
Comments: Some ornament missing. 

D. J. Badger & Co. is Inscribed on 
iron doorstep. 

: 483-3 
·)ifi494 
· Comp I eted: 1866 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Thomas Wei Is 
O~iginal Function: Store 
Facade: Iron & marble 
4 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Some ornament missing . 

Name on iron doorstep is J. Nicholas, 
may have done al I the iron work . 
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483-4 
#496 
Completed: 1866 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Edward Gi I Ii Ian 
Original Function: Store? 
Facade: Stone, iron cornices 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Site of Union Hotel, 1851. 

Ground floor altered, 

483-7 
#502-504 (through to Crosby) 
Completed: 1860 
Architect: Ket lum & Son 
Original Owner: Homer Bostwick 
Original Function: Stores 
Facade: Stone, iron storefront 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Storefront from Badger's 

Architectural Iron Works. 

483-5 
#498-500 
Comp I eted: 1859 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: W. B. Lawrence 
Original Function: Store? 
Facade: Stone, iron cornices, store­

front, from Jackson Iron Works 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Ground floor al t,qr""d 

483-8 
;1'1506 
Comp I eted: 1856 (poss i b I y 1854) 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Eugene Langdon 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Stone, iron storefront 
5 stories originally, now reduced to 

3t; 3 bays 
Comments: Storefront from Badger's 

Architectural Iron Works. Common 
facade with §508,(but cornice was 
different) although now alterdd. 

483-10 483-9 
#508 #510 
Comp I eted: 1854 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: J. L. Post 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Stone, iron storefront 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Storefront from Badger's 

Architectural Iron Works. Ground 
floor alterations. Common facade 
with #506. 

483-11, 13 
#512-516 
Commenced: 8/8/1881 
Completed: 8/31/1882 
Architect: Lamb & Wheller 
Original Owner: Livingston, DeForest 

& Perkins 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brick and terra cotta 
6 stories; 8 bays 
Comments: Ground floor altered. 

483-15 
#520-522 
Commenced: 3/29/1900 
Completed: 1/31/1901 
Architect: Buchman & Fox 
Original Owner: Jeremiah C. Lyons . 
Original Function: Warehouse 
Facade: Limestone 
I I stories; 3 bays, 50 feet 
Comments: Ground floor alterations 
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Commenced: 7/3/1878 
Completed: 9/12/1878 
Architect: Wm. Bloodgood 
Bui Ider: Freeman & Bloodgood 
Original Owner: Heymann & Sons 
Original Function: Workshops & manufac-

turing 
Facade: Stone, iron storefront 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Ground floor alterations. 

Iron from Excelsior Iron Works. 

483-14 
#518 
Comp I eted: 1855 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Delancy Kane 
Original Function: Store & lofts 
Facade: Stone 
5 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: New front on 1st and 2nd floor, 

cornice removed. Line drawing of 
facade in Valentine's Manual, 1865, 
p. 597; I ooks I i ke this is the 
remaining section of a larger 
bu i Id i ng. 

483-17 
#524-528 
(#80-86 Spring, southeast corner; 68 

Crosby) 
Commenced: 9/15/1902 
Completed: 5/28/1903 
Architect: Arthur H. Bowditch 
Bui Ider: George H. Fuller Co. 
Original .Owner: Baynard Realty Co. 
Original ·Function: Stores and lofts 
Facade: Granite, I imestone, brick and 

terra cotta. 
I I stories; 3 bays, 6 windows 
Comments: Ground floor alterations 
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Spring to Prince Street 

This block is notabl~, both for the early bui I ding~ of 1850s and 60s which 
remain stand_ihg and its fine commercial bui I dings of the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. While orily two bui !dings h3ve complete cast-iron facades, cast-iron 
storefronts enhance several of the early bui I dings. '· No. 563, the Singer Bui I ding, 
uses iron to create a style that is unique to the 20th c~ntury. 

West Side: Block 498, Nos • . 529-567 

Nos. 537-539 and 541 are two picturesque cast~iron bulldings wi'th a common 
facade designed by Charles Mettam in 1868 for Gi lsey and Beekman. The five­
story, eight-bay faca~~ is defined by a rhythmic series of colum11s separating the 
windows. The c9 i umns are p'I a in, but have Cori nth i anesque capita Is • . A rope-mo Id­
ing edges the windows • . Above the columns a ros~tte motif decorates the spandrels. 
A balustrade adds .interest to the base of the second•story windows on No. 541. 
After a fire in 1883 ·the balustrade was removed from No~ 537-539; and the first 
floor entablature was replaced by a highly foliated 011e, also of cast iron. The 
ground floor has .been completely altered. The .most eye.:.catching .eiement of the 

·. eitht.:.bay facade is the main entablature and roof I ine. A panel led frieze is 
· interspersed by scrolled brackets supporting the cornice with its modi I lions. A 

I arge pediment with an u·rn at its peak crowns the two centra I bays. Two sma I I er 
curved pediments emphasize the side bays. Two urns at the ends of the main pedi­
ment and another two above the cornice terminal blocks at the ends of the facade 
further emphasize the _ _roof line. The urns themselves have unique center finials. 

No. 549-55 is a ·grandiose statement to the glory of .Charles Broadway Reuss, 
a self-made mi I lionaire. Rouss, a Virginian, came to New York after the Ci vi I 
War heavi I y in d.ebt. ·· But he overcame these obstac I es to make his mi 11 ions. In 
1889 a sign on the constructlon site of the present building read: "He who builds, 
owns and wi 11 ·occupy this marvel of brick, iron and granite, thirteen years ago 
walked these streets penniless and $50~000 in debt. Only to prove that the 
capitalists of today were poor men twenty years ago, and that many a fellow facing 
poverty today may be ·a capita I i st a quarter of a century hence, · if he w i I I • PI uck 

' adorned with ambitibn, backed ,by honor bright, wi I I always command success, even 
without the almighty dollar." 

The bui I ding is ten stories high and twelve bays wide. Heavy quoined pi I a­
sters divide the windows into three groups, and entablatures differentiate the 
floors into groups of two. An elaborately carved capital tops each pi laster 
section within these groupings. The ground floor has been completely altered 
which destroys the unity of the bottom two-story group; but the original balus­
trade remains at the base of the second floor windows. Cast-iron colonnettes 
and spandrel panels separate the windows within the smaller groupings. The main 
cornice which holds a scrolled pediment, containing the inscription "Rouss Building, 

· 1889-190011 , is supported by heavy scrolled brackets. Rising above the cornice 
are two triangular mansard-I ike attic dormers containing pedimented windwos topped 
by lion's head motifs. These appear to be a later addition for King's Handbook 
of New York Citv, 1892, (p. 829) shows the present cornice topped by a balustrade. 

·The pediment in the same picture shows only the one date, 1889. 

No. 561-563 is an excel lent example of the new architecture made possible by 
20th-century technology. This twelve-story building sometimes known as the 11 1 ittle" 
Singer Bui Id i ng designed for Th e Si ngor. Com pa ny in 1903 by Er ne st FI agg \·1ho had 
designed another bui I ding for them at Broadway and Liberty Street in 1897. 

The iron structure was fireproffed with brick and terracotta (in itself an 
important innovation), but the large amount of glass and the delicacy of the 
wrought-i~on tr~cery on the fro nt give the bui I ding an appearance of great I ight­
ness. lrd~ plates bolted together form vertical pi !asters defining the end bays 
and spandrels separating the stories. The five central bays are grouped together 
vertically, ~mphasized by curved iron tracery at the top of the eleventh story. 
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A similar tracery pattern d~fines th~ bottom two stories. Traceried balustrades, 
somewhat Art Nouveau in qua I ity, define the window bases. f ntri~ate curved · 
wrought-iron brackets support the eleventh-story cornice. The . top story is set 
oft above this cornice and is decorated with somewhat simpler ironwork. An e1e­
gant work of architecture, this building delights one as much today as it must 
have done when it was first bui It. 

498-23 
#529-533 
(Northwest corner Spring) 
1936 2-story warehouse 
Site of. the Prescott House, 
1852 

498-20, 18 
#537-539, #541 (through to Mercer) 
Commenced: 9/1/1868 
Completed: 4/30/1869 
Architect: Charles Mettam 
Original Owner: Gi lsey & Beekman 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 8 bays 
Comments: Ground floor altered, 1883 

alteration to 1/537-539 as a result 
of fire. 

498-16 
#545 (through to Mercer) 
Commenced: 2/1 3/1885 
Completed: 12/13/1885 
Architect: Samuel A. Warner 
Original Owner: Samuel f nslee 
Original Function~ Store 
Facade : Iron 
6 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Ground floor altered. 

498-11 
1/549-555 (through to Mercer) 
Commenced: 3/11/1 889 
Compl eted : 5/ 3 1/1890 
Architect: Alfred Zucker 
Original Owner: Charles B. Rouss 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Granite, iron co lonnettes 

and spandre ls 
10 stori es with attics ; 12 bays 
Comments : Ground floor a ltered ; 

498-21 
#535 
Comp I eted: 1852 
Bui Ider: P~obably George Sutton · 
Original Owner: Seabury Brewster 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Stone, Iron storefront & cornice 
5 stories; 4 bays. 
Comments: Storefront from Badger's archi­

tectural Iron Works. Ground floor 
altered. 

498-17 
#543 (throi.Jgh , to .Mercer) 
Commenced: 5/ l 5/ 1902 
Completed: 6/15/1903 
Architect: John W. Stevens 
Mason: John W. Stevens Bldg. Co. 
Original Owner: John W. Stevens 
0riginal Function: Warehouse 
Facade: Marble 
10 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: Cornice missing, ground floor 

altered. 

498-15 
1/54 7 
Commenced: 5/21/1888 
Completed: 12/29/1888 
Architect: O. P. Hatfield 
Carpenter: McGuire & S1oan 
Mason: Amos Woo.drufts' Sons 
Original Owner: Lucretia F. Post 
Original Function: Warehouse 
Facade : Brick trimmed with Berea stone, 

iron cornices, 2nd floor co lumns. 
6 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Ground floor altered. 

498-9 
#557-559 
I - story garage, 19 54 
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498-7 
#561-563 
Commenced: 3/30/1903 
Completed: 7/30/1904 
Architect: Ernest Flagg 
·orig i na I Owner: Singer Manuf • .Co. 
Or I g i na I Fu-net ion: Offices & lofts 
Facade: Iron, terra cotta, glass 
12 stories; 7 bays 
Comments: Ground floor windows altered. 

#561 -s ite of Bethesda Church, 1849; 
#563-site of the Lyceum of Natural 
History, 1837; New. Jerusalem Chapel, 
1840; Church of St. George the 
Mar.tyr I 184 7; Lyceum Art Ga I I ery, 
1849; American Musical Institute, 
1850. 

East- Si·de: Block 497, Nos~ 530-566 

498-5 
#565-567 
(#86 Prince, southwest corner) 
Commenced: 1859 
CollJp· 1 eted: 1860 
Architect: John Ke I I um 
Orig i na I Owner: ;John May, teased to Ba 11, 

· Black & Co. 
Original Function: Stqre anddwel I ing 
Facade: Stone, .brick on addition 
5 stories originally, now raised to 9; 
3 bays, 6 bays on Prince 
Comments: Cronice missing, pedimented 

porch entrance and 2nd floor balus­
trade removed (See line drawi~g of 
orig i na I fac,ade ' In Va I ent i ne Is 
Manual~ 1865, .p609) 

No. 540 is a striking five-story, three-bay classical bui I ding designed in 
white marble in 1867 by D. and J. Jardine. The building is flanked by quoined 
pilasters r;ising above the altered ground floor. The window treatment is most 
unusual. Pilasters decorated with fleur-de-1 is in relief separate the arched 
windows whose I intels are decorated with similar fleur-de-l is~ Flat "capitals" 
also decorated with relief carving rise from the pi I asters. The window arches 
are set with relief-carved keystones. The two-dimensional .effect of this relief 
carving i~ non-traditional yet handsome. The simply-done cornice is supported 
by four large brackets which alternate with ·panels on the frieze. Crowning the 
cornice is a sma I I semi -c i rcu I ar pediment set with the date '.'. 1867" on its 
cornice. 

No. 542-544 has an· foteresting bµJldirig history:. Two five'-story bui I dings · 
erected in 1864 for ·Edward Robinson, were joined in . 1901. Alterations were under­
taken in 1907 which adjusted the floor levels, effectively adding another story 
to the now six-story bui I ding. The two-story iron storefront was added at this 
time. 

The four-bay stone facade is flanked by pi !asters. On the ground floor, 
iron pi I asters a I so define the end bays and create a larg'e centra I window 
expanse. The windows on the upper floors are separ9ted by columns topped with 
Cor.i nth i an capita Is. On the ·top f I oor stone caryat i d-1 i ke figures separate the 
windows. It was proposed· to remove these during t he 1907 alteration but it was 
not don.e • . Larg·e scrolled brackets support the cornice which is crowned by two 
urns a~o~e the outer 1~gures . Together these elements combine t6 form a unique 
and intriguing facade. 

No . 552-554 is a six-story, six-bay building, originally built as two 
bui I dings for Richard French in 1855. The two buildings were joined in 1897 and 
also connected interna lly with 556 Broadway (which i s stylistically different). 
The two-story iron storefront (which replaced an ori g inal Daniel Badger storefront ) 
was probably added at the time of the 1897 alteration . This storefront employs 
pilasters flanking the building and defining the end bays. These set off a wide 
central window expanse at the second floor. The narrow second floor corni ce is 
supported by four large console brackets which stretch acro~s a wide spandrel 
panel. The four floors which rise above ' the storefront are flanked by panelled 
~ilasters. The windows ar e outlined by s lender pilasters with sma l I cap ita ls , 
and t he rounded I inte ls are set with· inc ised keystones • . These e lements are done 
in stone, but portions of the ma in entablature are of iron. The cornice with its 
scro I I ed modi I I ions is supported by I arge decorated brackets. and f I anked by in-
c i sed terminal blocks. The frieze is ' decorated with a circu'laf . motif. Despite 
the difference in years, the later elements of the building manage to harmoni ze 
pleasa ntly with those of the earlier period. 
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497-1 
#530 
(/187 Spring, northea?t corner) 
Commenced: 5/1/1897 
Completed: 2/27/1898 
Archi~ect: Bronner & Tryon 
Original Owner: Joseph L. Buttenweiser 
Original Function: Stores 
Facade: Limestone, brick, terra ' cotta 
I I stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Ground floor alterations. 

Site of the Collamore House - 1853 

497-4 
#536-538 
(Connected to 85 Spring) 
Commenced: 4/1/1901 
Completed: 1/31/1902 
Architect: Delemos & Cordes 
Original Owner: Rose & Putzel 
Original Function: Stores 
Facade: Stone ashlar and brick 
I I stories; 3 triple bays 
Comments: Ground floor alterations 

497-7 
#542-544 
Comp I eted: 1864 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Edward Robinson 
Original Function: Store and lofts 
Facade: Mar b I e 
5 stories originally, now raised to 

6; 4 bays 
Comments: Bui It as two bui I dings, 

merged in 1897. 1901 alteration, 
new iron storefront added, 3rd 

fl oor columns cut down, change d effec­
tive bui I ding height from 5 to 6 
stories. 

497-9 
#548 . 
Completed : 1866 
Ar chi tect : John Correja 
Origina l Owner: Stethar Nichols 
Origina l Function: Store and storerooms 
Facade : Origina I ly marble, changed to 

iron in 1901 
5 stor ies; 5 bay s 
Comments : Now forms a common facade 

wi t h #546, 5 bays together . 

497-2 
11532-534 
Commenced: 4/6/1896 
Completed: 1/27/1897 
Architect: Ralph S. Townsend 
Original Owner: Commercial Realty & 

Improvement Co. 
Original Function: Stores 
Facade: Indiana I imestone, brick, terra 

cot ta 
10 stories; 6 bays 

497-6 
#540 (through to Crosby) 
Comp I eted: 1867 
Architect: D. & J. Jardine 
Original Owner: Charles Knox 
Original Function: Store and 
Facade: Marb I e 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: 1867 on pediment. 

with 78 Crosby in 1872. 
altered. 

497-9 
#546 
Commenced: 6/15/1874 
Completed: 10/10/1874 
Architect: John Correja 
Bui Ider: Amos Woodruff · 

warehouse 

Was joined 
Ground floor 

Original Owner: F. H. Possitt 
Original Function: Store and lofts 
Facade: Originally brick and marble, 

now iron, ( 1901 alteration) 
5 stories 
Comments: Now forms a corr.man facade 

with #548, 5 bays together 

497-11 
#550 
Comp I eted: 1854 
Ar chitect: R. G. Hatfield 
Ori g inal Owner: Charles F. Moul ton 
Original Function: Store 
Facade : Originally stone, changed to 

iron in 1901 
5 stori es originally, now r a i sed to 6; 

5 bays 
Comments: Bui I ding was used by Tiffany 
& Co . when bui It. Drawing of the origi-

na I facade, (altered in 1901) in 
Val entines' Manual, 1865, p. 605 . 
Badger did the original iron store­
front, i I lustrated in hi s 1~65 cata-
1 og, p I ate LX I V no. 26. · 
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497-12 
#552 (through to Crosby) 
Comp I eted: 1855 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Original Owner: Richard French 
Original Function: Store and lofts 
Facade: Stone, 2-story iron storefront 
6 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Common facade with #554. New 

iron storefr6nt ~dded in 1897 
alteration. · The original iron 
storefront was from Badger's Archi­
tectrual Iron Works. 

497-14 
#556 
Completed: 1855 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brick, iron storefront and trim 
4 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: New 2-story storefront added 

in 1890 alteration. 

497-18 
#560-566 
(#72-78 Prince, #98-104 Crosby) 
Listed and described on Prince 
10 bays on Broadway 

Prince to West Houston Street 

497-13 
#554 (through to Crosby) 
Comp I eted: 1855 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Original Owner: Richard French 
Original Function: Store and lofts 
Facade: Stone, 2-story iron storefront 
6 stories~ 3 bays 
Comments: Common facade with #552 • . New 

iron storefront added in 1e97 alter­
ation. The original iron storefront 

. was from Badger's Architectural Iron 
Works. · · · · · 

497-15 
#558 
Completed: c.1860 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brick 
4 stories originally, now reduced to· 2; 

3 bays 
Comments: Facade comp.I ete I y redone . in 

a Iteration of abou,t 1920. For pi c­
ture of the original facade see 
Deleeuw's ·"Both Sides of Broadway", 
p. 243~ 

This Broadway block ' displays a wide variety of bui I ding styles from several 
of the periods of its devefopment; however, none of them have complete cast­
iron facades. The west side of the block displays the greatest variety with 
buildings dating from as early as 1860 to as late as 1917. Several of those 
from the .1860s are especially handsome. The east side of the block is lined with 
extravagant large commerical bui I dings of the 1890s, whose style is derived from 
the palazzo design tradition, and whose decoration is expanded in scale to 
accomodate to the large size of the bui !dings. Samuel Warner's smaller bui I ding 
of 1883 stands in contrast at the north end of the block. 

West Side: Block 512, Nos. 569-601 

No. 569-575 (85-91 Prince, · 142-146 Mercer) is a quietly handsome and sub­
stantial six-story brick and stone bui I ding. It i.s ten bays wide on Broadway 
and thirteen bays wide on Prince; the primary Broadway facade receives a more 
elaborate treatment than the other facades do. · 

On the Brcadway side the ·bays are broken into two units of five each by 
heavy piers banded with stone at the corner, ~enter, and end of the bui I ding. 
The bays are also broken into horizontal sub-groupings by the use of cornices 
above the first, second, third and fifth floors, as wet I as specialized window 

. pier treatments within these s :;b-groupings. While the second and third-story 
win.dews. are divided by a cor'n'ice, the architect has tried to unify the two floors 
by giving the second-f ·loor windows only slightly rounded I intels and the thrid-
f loor windows arched l:intels. The window piers on both floors are decorated 
with Corinthianesque capitals. The fourth and fifth floors are even more of a 
visual unit; there is no cornice dividing them, and only the fifth floor window 
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I intels are rounded. The window piers on both floors are set with smal I marble 
columns topped with leaf capitals. The sixth floor is set off above a fol i~ted 
cornice, and is suitably topped by an intricate iron entablature. The cornice 
has knob modi I lions and is supported by knob-decorated brackets. The panels of 
the frieze are set with vertical anthemion. 

The Prince Street facade is much simpler, although the end bays are set off 
by piers and treated in a manner simi tar to the Broadway facade. The horizontal 
subgroupings remain, but the windows are very simple and only banded with stone. 

No. 591 is a six-story, three-bay bui I ding whose original structure dates 
from 1859-60 and which once shared a common facade with No. 593. However, ex­
tensive alterations were made to the bui I ding about 1900, and the .effect is very 
handsome. It appears that the cast-iron doorways and window bay on the ground 
floor are remnants of the original bui I ding facade. The arched doorways are 
f I ank'ed by Cori nth i an co I umns and their spandre I pane Is contain elaborate f Io-
r i ated ornament. The projectin§ window bay is given an oriel-I ike treatment. 
Above the ground floor the building is flanked by plain brick piers. Brick 
spandrels .decorated with rosettes also separate the floors. The window treatment 
on each floor is very open and light, and divided only by slender iron piers • 
The sixth floor is set off above an elaborate iron entablature whose frieze is 
decorated with arched forms mimicking those of the windows .above. The row of 
windows ls crowned by a bnick pediment, sporting terra-cotta decorations. The 
whole is flanked by elaborate terra-cotta-tjecorated pi I asters which have lost 
their original tiny peaked gables. 

No. 593, a five-story, three-bay marble bui I ding, is a handsome classical 
composition of 1860. Although the ground floor has been altered, it sti I I retains 
a portion of the original cornice which stretches to join that of No. 591. The 
north side of t~e facade is edged by a row of quoins. The windo~ treatment of 
the second and third floors are identical. The outer arched windows are outlined 
by capital-topped pi !asters and set with foliated keystones. The wider center 
windows are topped by projecting rounded pediments and supported by elaborate 
foliated brackets. On the upper floors the outer windows have only a simple 
molding; there are .keystones on the fourth floor windows. The center windows 
are grouped into two narrow arched windows I inked by . a pilaster and topped by 
keystones • . The cornice is supported by paired foliated brackets which wrap over 
a projecting string course. 

No. 597, designed by John Kel !um in 1867 with a marble facade, bears the 
closest resemblance to work being done in cast iron at that period. The windows 
are very large and separated by members which are more slender than those normally 
found on stone bui I dings. Although its ground floor has been altered, the upper 
four stories are original. Its three window bays on each floor are separate d by 
marble pi I asters topped by fol lated capitals. Each story is separated by a 
cornice which is flanked by seal lop-like t erminal blocks. The facade is crowned 
by a French Renaissance stone entablature; whose modi I lioned cornice is support­
ed by highly fol lated brackets. 

5 12-i!.3 
§569-::f 5 
(§85-91 Prince, northwest corner; 

through to Mercer) 
Commenced: 3/28/ 1881 . 
Completed: 3/29/1882 
Architect: Thomas Stent 
~ui Ider: James We bb i Sons 
Carpenter: John Downey 
Original Owner: J. J. Astor 
0ri g inal Function: Stores 
Facade : Brick, stone , iron trim 
6 stori es; 10 bays on Broadway, 

13 bays on Prince 

51 2-22 
#577 (through to Mer cer) 
Comp I eted: 1860 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Estate of Mrs. Astor 

Langdon 
Origina l Functi on: Store 
Facade: Stone , iron stor e front and corni ce 
5 stori e s; 3 bays 

Comment s : Ironwork f rom He ure lma nn ~ Co . 

Comments: Common facade with §579, 58 1 
Original storefront from Badger's 
Arch i tectura I Iron \!forks~ Ground 
floor alterations. Present stor e­
front has foundry p J CJ cque from Cor­
ne I I Iron Works . 

Ground fl oor a ltered Broadway. 
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512-21 
11579 (through to Mercer) 
Comp I eted: 1860 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Estate· of Mrs. Astor 

Langdon . 
Origi~al Function: Store 
Facade: Stone, iron storefront and 

cornice 
5 stories; .3 bays 
Comments: Coir)mon facade w 1th 11577, 581. 

Original storefront from Badger's 
Architectural Iron Works. Ground 
floor alterations~ 

512-18 
11583-587 (through to Mercer) 
Commenced: 4/7/1896 
Completed: . 4/~/1897 
Architect: C.leverdon & Putzel 
Original Ownet: We) I & Mayer ·· 
Original F'unction: Store and lofts 
Facade: Indiana limestone; brick and 

terra cotta · 
12 stor ies; 6.bays 

512-16 
11591 ( throug.h to Mercer) 
Comp I eted: . 1859 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Alfred Wagstaff 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Original I y stone, now brick 

and iron 
5 stories origfnal ly, now raised to 6~ 

3 bays . 
Comments: Originally ·shared a common 

facade with #593. Completely 
altered above the ground floor c. 
1900. Portion of 9riginal iro~ 
storefron~ re~ains~ . Has a foundry 
placque from Jackson & Throcmorton 
· I ron t'!or ks . 

512-14 
11595(through to Mercer) 
Completed : 1866 . 
Architect: James Pirsson 

Original Function: Factory and work­
shops, photographic establishment 
Facade: Originally store , now brick 
5 stories; 3 bays · 
Comments: Facade completely rebuilf 

in 1919 alteration. 

512-11 
11599-601 (through to Mercer) 
(Southwest corner W. Houston) 
Completed: 9/5/1917 
Architect: J. Odell Whitenach 
Original Owner: Frederick Ayer 
Original Function: Store and lofts 
12 stories; 6 bays (outer baysare 

double windows) 

512-20 
11581 (through to Mercer) 
Comp I eted: · 1860 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Estate of . Mrs. Astor 

Langdon · 
Original Function: Store 
Facade:. Stone, iron ~torefront and cor­

nice 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Common facade with .f/577, 579. 

Or J.g i na I storefront from Badger's 
Architectural Iron Works~ . Ground 

. floor alterations. 

512-17 
11589 (thr~ugh to Mercer) 
Commenced: 1832 
Comp I eted: 1833 

. Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Judah Hammon 
Original ·Function: Owe I I ing 
Facade: Bri'ck 
4 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: Window si I ls, I intels and 

mot dings have been shaved. Ground 
floor altered. 

512- 15 
11593 (through to Mercer:) 
Comp I eted: 1860 . 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Edward Jones 
Original Function: Stor~ 
Facade~ Stone, iron cornice 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Original'ly shar:-ed a common 

facade. vdth #591. Grqund floor-
a I tered. 

512-·13 
11597 (through to Mercer) 
Completed: 1867 
Architect: John Kel !um 
Original Owner: John Lawrence 

': 

eriginal Function: Store and warehouse 
Facade: ·Marble, iron .trim 
5 stories; 3 bays· 

· Comments: Ground floor alterations 
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East Side: Block 51 I, Now. 568-602 

511-1 
#568-578 (through to Crosby) 
(Northeast corner Prince) 
Commenced: 9/9/1895 
Completed: 2/24/1897 
Architect: George B. Post 
Original Owner: H. O. Havarmeyer 
Original Function: Stores and lofts 
Facade: Stone, terra cotta and brick 
12 stories; 8 bays, 126 feet wide 

511-12 
#594-596 (through to Crosby) 
Commenced: 5/5/1897 
Completed: 5/4/1898 
Architect: Buchman & Deister 
Original Owner: Jeremiah C. Lyons 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Limestone 
12 stories; 6 bays, 84 feet wide 

511-16 
#600-602 (through to Crosby) 

( Southeast corner E. Houston) 
Commenced: 3/14/1883 
Completed: 1/31/1884 
Architect: Samuel A. Warner 
Carpenter: McGuire & Sloan 
Mason: John H. Masterton 
Original Owner: Elizabeth W. Aldrich 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
6 stories; 6 bays 

-51-

511-6, 8, 10 
#580-582, 584-586, 588-590 (through to 

Crosby) 
Commenced: 7/28/1897 
Completed: 6/17/1897 
Architect: Buchman & Deister 
Original Owner: John S. Ames 
Original Function: Stores 
Facade: Indiana I imestone, brick and 

terra cotta 
12 stories; 9 bays, 150 feet wide 
Comments: Three separate buildings but 

a common facade. 

511-15 
#598 (through to Crosby) 
Commenced: 4/19/1897 
Completed: 2/27/1898 
Architect: Robert Maynicke 
Original Owner: Henry Corn 
Original Function: Mercantile bui I ding 
Facade: Brick and terra cotta 
12 stories; 28 feet wide 



·' 
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Broonie Street, named in 1806 after the Lieutenant Governor of New York State , 
had been laid out sometime after 1767. Before it acquired its present name, it 
was known as Bayard's Lane, Bullock, Hevins , and ' Orchard Street west of Broadway" 
at various times. Building began on 3roome about 1806 which made it one of the 
first streets in the District to be developed. Parti;:illy because it was developed 
early and was wider than other east-west streets , it served as ·a. principal east­
west artery within the District, offering an alternate route froJ!1 the Canal Street 
ferry on the Hudson River. Consequently Broome Street was more prominent than the 
north-south cross . streets it intersected with the exception of !3roadway . 

~rosby . Street to Broadway 

This block still has two buildings which date back to c. 1825. Other early 
buildings were replaced by new structures in the 1850s, 60s, 70s, 80s, thus 
providing a wide variety of styles. The architectural quality d£ the buil(,fings is 
i;enerally high , no doubt due to their proximity td Broadway. The el3gant Haughwout 
Building, described on Broadway , occunies a large portion of the block on the north 
side. 

South Side: Block 473 (west part), Nos. 429-441 

No. 433 is a four-story , three-bay building with an ornate modified French 
Renaissance cast-iron facade which appears to date from approximately 1870. Ilow­
ever, tax assessments for the building indicate that the structure actually dates 
from 1827, about the same time as the adjoining building, No. 431. An alteration 
perl"1it was filed in 1869 to raise a rear extension to the building. The new iron 
front may have been added at the same tiRe , although no record of this exists. 
The style is very similar to Griffith Thomas' . style d.urinr; the same period . (A 
~ood exaPlple for cotnparison i s IJo. 425 Broaclway . ) 

Heavy round columns with elaborate Corinthian capitals define the window bays , 
and a very narrow cornice separates each story. The ground floor has been alterecl, 
but it retains its fine entablature. The rnain entablature , crowned by a rounded 
pediment with a center finial , is the visual highlight of the building. The cornice 
with its elaborate modillions is supported by fo~r ornate brackets. l'Jithin the 
pediment is a scrolled antefix, which adds a final ornate touch. 

No. 435 is built in a modified Victorian Gothic style which was not commonly 
used 1n co~mercial cast-iron construction. This five-story, four-bay building was 
built for Catherine '.'Jilkins in 1873 by :v . A. Potter. Deeply fluted pilasters 
which culminate in very laree brackets at the entablature flank the ends of the 
building . On the second , third and fourth stories free-standin~ colonnettes with 
fanci ful l eaf-and-flower capitals define the outer window bays. The fifth floor 
is given the most distinctive treatment. Pilasters edged with a sort of rope 
molding separate the windows, each of which has its own Gothic tracery arch. The 
panels of the very wide frieze are decore.ted with stylized flowers. These panels 
over the center bays are flanked by large brackets which support a pediment 
inscribed with the building date, 1873. All of these decorative details combine 
to create a highly fanci ful facade. These unique details were Nade possible by 
t he architect 1 s use of cast iron which allowed him flexibility of design at a cost 
·far less than that of creC1.t ing such details in stone. · 

1"10. 437-441 Broome ( 486 Broadway) is one of the latest buildings on this block , 
dating from 1882-83. It was designed by Lamb and Rich with a combination of 
Romanesque and ~1oorish elements f or Filliam DeForest , a lthough it was leased to 
the Mechanics and Trader s Bank by 1885 or before. 

Six stories high, nine bays wide on Broome and two bays wide on Broadway, 
this brick, stone and terra-cotta building a.dds a massive accent to the corner. 
Two grouped bays on each end project forward, creating a pavilion effect. Although 
the ground floor has been altered at the corner and on Broadway, it still r etains 
certain massive qualities , in particular a very wide, rusticated round- arched 
window on Br oome , possibly desi gned to accentuate the banking room. The treat ment 
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of the .window bays. above the ground floor is both .varied and complex. The second 
floor has merely a row of round-arched windows. In the third through .fifth stories 
the center bays a~e decorated with stylized neo-Grec ornament. The fifth floor 
central · bays . ~lso have a rounded metal~· screen applied at , the ' tops of the outer 
windows. The sixth floor central bay area is given a set-back mansard roof treat­
ment with tl')r~e projecting window g:rotips; the outer two have simple pediments, and 
are outlined with m.etal work. The center window group has an elaborately scrolled 
pediment decorated wi.th circular ornaments over squ.are panelled frieze. In the 
grouped end bays the windows in the fifth and sixth floors are separated by iron 
colonnettes with decorated panels separating the fifth and. sixth floors. The 
frieze above these windows contains a flat applied ribbon-like .ornament. Rising 
above this is another .row of squar~ panelling. Crowning each .end grouping are 
two 'small cupolas which are; iof course , influential in creating the pavilion effect. 

473-18 
#429 
Completed : 1359 
Architect: Unknown 
0riginal 0wner: Euphraisme Poisier 
Original Function : Stores and lofts 
Facade: Stone 

... 5 stories; 3 bays .· .. , 
Comments : Modern .ground floor 

. '473-16 
#433 
Completed: 1827 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Lambert Suydam 
nriginal Function: Dwelling · 
Facade: Iron 
4 stories · 3 bays 
Comments: f)riginal facade removed. 

and replaced by iron one in ' the 
. · 1870s ", .· arid served as store and 
loft 

473-14 . 
#437-441 
(486 Broadway, southeast corner) · 
Commenc-ed '. 5/13/1882 
Completed: 4/30/1883 · 
Ar.chitect: Lamb & Rich 
Carpenter : Jo'hn Brown . 
Mason : Joseph Smith 
Original Owner: ~\fm. DeForest 
Original Function: Store 
Facade : Philadelphia brick 
6 stories; 9 bays:, .. 
Comments : Ground floor altered on 

B'way. New windows on Broome. 
Leas~d to Mechanics & Traders 
Sank by 1885 . 

473-17 
#431 
Completed : c. 1825 
Architect'. Unknown 
Original nwner : ~·rm . J. ·Robinson 

, . '1riginal Function: Dwelling 
Facade '. Brick 
4 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Raised to 4 stories; stoop 

cut away and ground floor rustication 
removed for display wind0\'75. Retains 
original doorway 

473-15 
#435 
CoJllmenced : 6/2/1873 
Completed : 10/24/1873 
Architect : W. A. Potter 
Builder : Richard Dee:ves 
0riginal Owner : Catherine Wilkins 
F~cade : Iron . 

. 5 stories : 4 b;:iys . 
Comrnents :' Ground floor altered. This was 

._. the site of the Sketch· Club in 1849 

"· 

~ . . 
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North Side · Block 483, Nos. 432-440 

483-35 
#432-436 
Parking lot and garage 

483-1 
#440 

, ~ . 

· ( 488-492 · B 'way, northeast 
HAUGHl'!OUT STORES . 
Listed on B'way 
14 bays on Broome 

corner) 

·,. .. , 

483-38 
#438 
Commenced : 5/20/1885 
Completed: 11/20/1885 
Architect: E. Kilpatrick 
Original Owner : · Jane Major 
0riginal Function: Store 
Facade · Iron 
5 stories· 4 bays 
Comments : New doors and windows 

This block is largely dominated by development in the 18905, and contains 
three examples ,of skyscraper architecture. However, the two remaining earlier 
buildings ate interesting stylistic examples from their periods~· 

South Side : Block 474 (east part) , Nos. 44.3-449 

.Ho. 443.-449 Broome (487 Broadway, 60 Mercer) is a late 19th-century extrava­
ganza in stone, brick, terra cotta and iron, stretching along the entire blockfront 
of Broome Stieet for an impressive 29 bays. Its twelve stories and wide expanse 
were made possible only by the development of steel framing and skyscraper construc­
tion techniques of the late 19th century . 

The bottom two floors are faced with stone and given a heavy base treatment. 
The third floor is differentiated by the heavy quoin treatment of the piers sepa­
rating the windows. The bays of the floors above this are grouped, divided and 
subdivided by pilasters of varying sizes and decoration, which create a complex, 
symmetrical facade. The most elaborate decorative treatment is reserved for the 
upper three stories. · The pilasters dividing the windo:ws as well as the spandrel 
arches contain elaborately florid Baroque terra-cotta ornamental details. Finally 
topping the .entire creation is the broad entablature ; its cornice is •mpported by 
elaborately molded brackets. 

It .is interesting to note that the building is given the saJ'le treatment on its 
southern facade where it rises seven stories above the adjoining building. Usually 
this would have been left as a blank party wall. Apparently the architect didn't 
anticipate that another equally tall building mi ght rise beside it. 

474-29 
#443-449 
(487 B 'way, southwest corner- 60 Mercer, southeast corner) 
Commenced: 3/27/1895 
Completed : 4/25/1896 
Architect : John T. Wi lliams 
Original Owner : John T. l\Tilliams 
Function : Office Building 
Facade: Brick, stone , terra cotta, metal roof and cornice 
12 stories ; 29 bays, 3 bays on Broadway 
Comments : Some ground floor alterations 
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North Side: Block 484, Nos. 442-452 

No. 442-444 Broome (489 Broadway) was built for Louisa Hepburn in 1860, ex­
cept for the last three bay sections on Broome Street built in 1863. 

' . ·. . 

This classi~al It~lianate building is five stories high, two bays wide on 
Broadway and ~welve bays wide on Broome. The short Broadway facade as well as the 
corner bay _01:i . Broome St. are faced with stone while the rest of the facade is faced 
with brick. ,_This treatment is fairly common when one facade faces a more important 
street than the other. The ground floor has been completely altered although it 
does retain its original cornice. One interesting alteration is a concrete arch 
at ground level added to provide access to the basement when Broome Street was 
widened in 1929. The windows in the stone facade section are flanked by simply 
designed moldings and are topped by individual cornice slabs. The remaining windows 
have simple stone sills and lintels. The entire building is topped by an iron 
cornice supported by scrolled brackets. 

No. 448 was designed by Calvert Vaux of Vaux, Withers Co. in 1871-72 and is 
an ima~inative creation in cast iron. Five stories high and four bays wide, this 
building uses iron in a rather unusual ornamental fashion, although the forms are 
derived from French Renaissance sources. 

Narrow pilasters decorated with a variety of floral and pellet ornament flank 
the building . The windows are:. separated by slender triple-grouped colonnettes. 
The window ornament is most l,lnusua_l : they are outlined by pellet' moldings and capped 
by intricately detailed friezes . Under the windows of the outer bays are florid 
panels . The windows of the fifth floor are subdivided into round-arched groups of 
two, and also separated by colonnettes. Their spandrels also contain floral decor­
ati on. The entablature is a unique element of the· bulding. A concave architrave 
set with panels containing rosette motifs , underlies a projecting frieze inlaid 
with circular rosettes.. The .whole is supported by elaborate brackets which grow 
out of the fifth floor, colonnettes. 

j • .• 

While the building composition does not emphasize the inherent structural 
properties of cast iron, any more than does any ·other classically-derived building 
in the District, it does utilize the material to create vivid and unusual decorative 
f orms. 

484-28 
#442-444 
(489 B'way, northwest corner) 
Completed : 1860 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner : Louisa Hepburn 
Original Function '. In 1879 was factory 

and workshop 
Facade : Brick ~nd stone 
5 stories ;. 12 bays ,' 2 bays on B1way 
Comments : The last 3 bays on Broome 

were added in 1863. Ground f loor 
alter at i ons , stone arch added i n 
1929 

484-26 i 

#446 
(491-493 connected to Broadway) 
Commenced : 4/7/1896 · 
Completed · 2/24/1897 
Architect : Buchman & Deisler 
Original 0wner : JereJlliah Lyons 
Or i ginal Function : Stores 
Facade : Limestone · 
12 stor ies ; 3 bays, 4 windows 
Comments : New doors and windows 
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484-31 
#448 
Commenced : 6/26/1871 
Completed ; 7/28/1872 
Architect: Vaux & lVithers 
Builder: James Stewart 
0riginal Owner: Mrs. A. G. Ullman 
nri~inal Function : Stores and lofts 
Facade : Iron 
4 bays ; 5 stories 
Comments : New doors and windows 

~forcer to Greene Street 

484-31 (originally lot 32) 
#450-452 
(62 Mercer , northeast corner) 
Commenced : 5/26/1894 
Completed : 2/28/1895 
Architect: John T. 11.'illiams 
Original Owner : John T. Williams 
Function '. Warehouse 
Facade : Indiana limestone, iron, brick 

and terra cotta 
9 stories ~ 6 bays on Broome, 6 bays on 

Mercer . . 
Comments : New doors· Original building 

.. permit .signed 11John T .. ' \filliams per 
Alfred Zucker ... 1 ' . 

This block, developed in the . 1860s and 70s , is one of .the finest on Broome 
Street. The building facades are harmonious in appearance', · due to the common use 
of building materials .--- stone and iron simulating stone -- and common designs 
stemming from various Renaissance styles. Further harmony is created by the gen-
erally uniform cornice line. · 

South Side : Block 474 (west part) , Nos. 453-467 

No. 453-455 BroOI!le Street (57-59 Mercer Street) is a fine .Griffith Thomas 
design of 1872-73. The building is six stories high with a separate attic treat­
ment , eleven bays wide on Mercer and six bays wide on Broome Street. The end bays 
are defined by quoined pilasters which give a strong emphasis to the ends of the 
building and to the corner. At each story the pilaster is topped by a slight capita: 
created from an egg-and-dart molding with an underlying floral motif. The windows 
are separated by columns with Corinthian capitals. The stories are separated by 
cornices. The ground-story cornice with its modillions is supported by brackets 
above the pilasters. The bases of the second story windows have balustrades along 
the Broome Street side and at the corner bays on ~ ''ercer Street, while the other 
windows on Mercer have incised panels. A bqldly projecting cornice, with intricate 
modillions supportecd by elaborate brackets, crowns the fifth story. Set back a ­
bove this is the attic story. Its windows are separated by molded pilasters. There 
were once ornamental iron urns at the roof line, but they are removed, and the 
bases on which they rested have been covered over. 

No. 457-459 , also designed by Griffith Thomas in 1871, creates a harmonious 
composition with its corner neighbor, although it uses somewhat simpler detail. 
Quoined pilasters flank the ends of this six-story, six-bay building. Columns with 
Doric-type capitals created by an egg-and-dart molding and a floral motif separate 
the windows. A balustrade lines the bases. of the second-story windows. The main 
cornice projects over the fifth floor, and a large pediment rises from it. Set 
bac~ behind this is an :attic story. Tne windows on each side of the pediment are 
set behind a balustrade. 
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474-12 
#453-455 
(57-59 Mercer, southwest corner) 
Commenced : 7/1/1872 
Completed : 2/28/1873 
Architect : Griffith Thomas 
Carpenter: Martin E. Dujan 
Mason: John T. Conover 
Original Owner: Julia Billings 
nriginal Function :. Store 
Facade : Iron · 
6 stories ; 6 bays, 11 bays on 

r·1ercer •" . l -

Comments : New doors, cornice removed, 
urns missing from roofline, was 
rv . G • Hitchcock & Co . 

474-10 
#461 
Commenced: 7/1/1871 
Completed: 12/31/1871 
Architect: Griffith Thomas 
Builder: Marc Eidlitz 
Original Owner: William Moser 
Original Function : Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories : 3 bays 
Comments : New doors and windows, 

urn missing from broken 
pediment 

474-7 
#465-467 
(54 Greene, southeast corner} 
Commenced : 6/24/1872 
Completed: 2/28/1873 
Architect: J. F. Duckworth 
Builder: J. T. Conover 
Original Owner : R. H. L. Townsend 
'Jriginal Function : Warehouse 
Facade: Iron, from Aetna Iron Works 
6 stories; 6 bays 
Comments : New doors and windows , 

474-11 
#457-459 
:Commenced : 7 /1/1871 
Completed : 12/31/1871 

:Architect: Griffith Thomas 
· ·Mason : Hare. Eidli tz 

Original nwner : l'Jilliam Moser 
Original Function: !'.farehouse 
Facade : Iron 
6 stories ; , 6 bays 

. ·Comments : N_ew doors and windows, original 
stained glass, alterations on 1st floor , 
part of cornice cut f~r fire escape 

474-9 
#463 
Completed : 1867 
Architect : Henry Fernbach 
Original Owner: .AI'.thur Levy 

·Original .Function :. Store 
. Faca,de : Stone ; iron storefront and cornice 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: New doors and windows 

modern ground floor ·. · · , 

North Side : Block 485, Nos. 454 -468 : . · · 

No. 454 Broome (65-67 Mercer) and 456 Broome ~ppear to q.e one building. But 
the records of the Department of Buildings show that No. 456 ' was built in 186 7 for 
Elliott Cowdin by B. N .. Warner • . The identical design was used , by Samuel Warner in 
1879 when he built' No. 454 for Cowdin. (Benjamin ,W. Warner was , Samuel lfarner's 
younger brother , and they were partners in an architectural fir~ .) The only ex­
terior separation between the two buildings is a split at the cornice line, and 
they are now joined internally. 

The combined facade is six bays wide on Broome , ten bays wide on Mercer, and six 
stories high. The Broome Street side , the more prominent one, and the two end bays 
on Mercer are faced with marble , and the remainder of the Mercer facade is of 
brick with stone trim. At the gTound floor, columns with Corinthian capitals 
(although many have lost their ornament) separate the bays. Heavy piers define the 
corner and the end bays on both streets. On the upper stories of the marble facade, 
pilasters under molded drop-lintels outline the windows. A panelled frieze under­
lines the second story windows. The windows on Mercer St. have no ornamentation, 
just stone sills and f lush curved lintels, connected by stone banding set into the 
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brick. The simple cornice is supported by fluted brackets which alternate with pan-. 
e ls in the frieze. 

No. 458 is a five-story, three-bay stone building, built in 1867. It appears 
to have been built strictly between the party walls of the two adjoining buildings 
(and its internal structure would be supported on these walls), for it has no flank­
ing pilasters. Interest is given to the facade by the treatment of the window bays, 
which are surrounded by molded drop-lintels capped by heavy keystones incised with 
a fleur-de-lis motif. A narrow stone cornice runs under the windows and outlines 
each ~ividing window pilaster. The ground floor, in contrast, has its doors and 

·windows defined by columns, and it is set off from the upper stories by a stone 
entablature. The main entablature, which is iron, is non-traditional in its use 
of decorative elements. The cornice is supported by simple curved brackets which 
are not fluted or scrolled, and they alternate with raised blocks set into the 
frieze. A carved terminal block is set at each end of the cornice. Adding a 
final accent to the composition is a raised curved pediment over the cornice. 

No. 464-468 Broome (56 Greene) is a handsome addition to this corner site. It 
was built in 18.60 for Aaron Arnold of the Arnold and Constable families, the weal thy 
flew York merchants, of Arnold , Constable fame. The building is five stories high, 
ten bays wid.e on Greene and nine bays wide on Broome. The Broome Street facade is 
of stone with an iron cornice and iron ground floor elements, while that on Greene 
Street is of brick .with some stone trim and an iron cornice. The two corner end 
bays on Greene are faced with brick but differentiated from the rest of the facade 
by a vertical row of stone quoins. 

The architectural composition of this building is of interest for several 
reasons. Its nine bays on Broome Street are divided into three triple-bay sections . 
The design of the outer two sections is completely identical to the entire facade of 
the building at 19 Mercer Street. The center bay section projects slightly, and 
these windows are also given the 11sperm-candle" treatment. However, here they are 
separated by two-story. panelled pilasters with a central circular motif rather than 
the quoined pilasters of the outer sections. Panelled spandrels also separate the 
stories in each vertical two-story group, and a scrolled keystone accents the 
curved lintel at the top of each vertical group. Rather than using the same panels 
as those at .the base of the second floor windows in the outer sections, the center 
section employs a stone balustrade. The ground floor is reeularly divided by 
Corinthian columns across the Broome Street side. 

On the Greene Street facade the only ornaments are the stone lintels above 
the windows, and the narrow stone string courses which separate each story. The 
two north end bays are differentiated by a slight projection in the brick surface, 
and brick panels under the windows. The main iron cornice with its modillions runs 
along the Broome Street side and around the two corner bays on· Greene Street. 
The center bay section on Broome Street is crowned by a pediment which is curiously 
broken at one end where the outer bay section joins the center one. The Greene 
Street cornice is very simple with no ornamentation. 

The same unknown architect must have designed both this building and the one 
at No. 19 Mercer Street, but the total composition here is JTtuch more effective. 
The components effectively blend together , and the scale is appropriate to the corne1 
site, not overpowering as it is at 19 Mercer. 
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485-34 
#454 
(65..,.67 Mercer, northwest corner) 
Cominenced: 6/5/1879 
Completed : 2/28/1880 
Architect: Samuel Warner 
Original 0wner: Elliot Cowdin 
Original Function: Store 

· Facade : Stone and brick; iron store­
front and cornice 

5 stories ; 3 bays, 10 bays ori 
~forcer 

Comments : Capital ornament missing, 
some stone chipped 

485-36 
#458 
Commenced: 11/15/1867 

,···· 

Architect : D. & J. Jardine ··. , .. -.. 
0rigi~al Owner: Hyams · & Bambu:igel' ·' 
Original · Function: Store and ware-' 

house 
Facade : Stone, iron storefront and 

cornice 
5 stories : 3 ~ays 
Comments : New doors and windows , 

some iron mis.sing 

485:--38 
. r,462 . 

Completed : 1866 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Aaron Arnold 
Original Function: Stores and lofts 
Facade: Stone, iron storefront and 

cornice 
5 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments: Mew doors and windows , store­

front is a continuation of 
#464-468 

Greene to Wooster Street 

485-35 
#456 

J \ 

·Commenced: ·1867 . . 
Architect: B~ N. l'Jarner 
Orieinal Owner : Elliot Cowdin 
Original Function: Warehc;mse . 
Facade : Marble, iron storefront and cornice 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments : New doors and windows, some stone 

chipped 

485-37 
#460 
Completed: 1862 · 
Architect: Unknpvm 
Ori ~inal Owner: · Henry J. Newton· 
Original Function : Store and warehouse 
Facade : Stone, Iron storefront and cornice 
.5 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments : Capital ornament and bracket mis­

sing, old door 

485-39/40 
#464-468 
(56 Greene, northeast corner) 
Completed : · 1860 
Architect: Unknown 
0riginal Owner: Aaron Arnold 
Original Function: Stores~nd lofts . 
Facade: Stone, iron storefront . and corni ce 
5 stories t 9 bays ori Broome, 10 bays on 

Greene · .· 
Comments: Iron from Nichol & Billerwel l 

Iron Works, new doors and windows 

This block is another of Broome Street's finest. Four of the seven buildings 
on it were designed by Griffith Thomas in the short span of six years, 1867-1873, 
which contribute· greatly to its overall harmoniotls composition. One other dates 
from 1872, and the remaining two are from the early 1880s. Again the design source 
is various Renaissance sources. 

South Side: Block 475 (east part) Nos. 469-481 

!'lo . 469-475 Broome Street (55 Greene Street), 
Griffith Thomas' finest designs, built in 1871-72. 
corner site, its only rival in the District in this 
building at 119 Greene Street, built in 1882-83. 

the Gunther Building, is one of 
Magnificently adapted to its 

respect is J. Morgan Slade's 

This six story building, which is six bays wide on Greene Street and eleven 
bays wide on Broome Street, bears a strong stylistic resemblance to Thomas' build­
ing at 453-455 Broome on the southwest corner of Mercer Street which was built a 
year later. This earlier building has a curved corner bay which creates an even 
more striking effect than the heavily quoined corner bays of 453-455 Broome. 
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Quoined pilasters also define this curved bay, as well as the end bay on Broome 
Street, and one pilaster flanks the end on Greene. At the ground floor, Corinthian 
columns separate the door and window openings, while on the upper stories panelled 
pilasters with Corinthianesque capitals define the windows, except in a central 

. projecting bay section on Broome Street. This central section uses Corinthian 
·columns. A typical classic balustrade runs along the base of the second-story 
windows. · Each story has its own cornice. That above the ground floor has modillion~ 
and is accented by a small pediment in the central section on Broome Street. Above 
the third floor are three unusual slabs supported by; ·brackets projecting out from 
the cornice over various bay sections. At the corner bay above the· second story is 
placed a scrolled and finialed pediment containing the . in.scription ''Gunther Building , 
The main cornice curving around the building is supported ·by elabora,te brackets. 

No. 477-479, a handsome classical composition) very French in :f'eeling, designed 
by Elisha Sniffen for Jacob Weeks, was begun shortly after the Gunther Building 
was completed. This six-story, eight-bay cast-i1 building has a double facade. 
f1uoined pilasters flank the ends· and run down the center. Narrower panelled 
pilasters separate the windows. A row of Corinthian columns separates the door and 
window openings on the ground floor. The upper-story windows are flanked by en­
gaged columns with Corinthian capitals. The lintels of the second and third floor 
windows are lined by moldings set with indented pseudo-keystones~ The windows of 
the sixth floor are capped by keystones. A most unusual feature is the balustrade 
treatment at the window bases of each of the: upper stories. In each four-bay 
section, the center bays have a conventional balustrade, while the outer bays have 
underlying panels with a flat ribbon-like applied ornament. The main cornice is 
supported by small and large brackets arranged in a rhythmic pattern across the 

·, buildiltg. • -The crowning touch is provided by two pediments, one over each of the 
: central bays of the four-bay sections, which further emphasize the double-facade 
nature of the building. 

475-44/45/46/47 
#469-475 
(55 Greene, southwest corner) 
Commenced: 12/2/1871 
Completed: 5/30/1872 
Architect: Griffith Thoflas 
Builder: ·John T. Conover 
Owner: f'!illiam Gunther 
Original Function: Store and store­

house 
Facade: Iron, from Aetna Iron l'!orks 
6 stories ; 11 bays on Broome, 

6 bays on Greene 

475-40 
#481 (originally #483) 
(Southeast corner \'looster) 
PARKH!G LOT 

North Side: Block 486 , Nos . . 470-482 

475-43/41 
#477-479 (originally #477-481) 
Commenced: 6/3/1872 
Completed : 2/28/1873 
Architect: Elisha Sniffen 

.Original Owner : Jacob Weeks 
Driginal Function : Store 
Facade; Iron, from Excelsior Iron Works 
6 stori~s ; 8 bays 
Comments: Missing section of 1st floor cor­

nice and a bracket from pilaster. Was 
Cheney Bros. ·store 

No. 470 Broome Street (northwest corner of Greene Street) dating from 1867, 
is an early example of Griffith Thomas' work in the District. The building is 
faced with stone instead of iron. The only ironwork is in the first floor columns 
and the main entablature. Other Thomas buildings from the same year also have this 
stone-iron combination. He shifted to .complete cast-iron facades in 1869. 

The building is five stories high, six bays wide on Broome, and ten bays wide on 
Greene Street. The Broome Street facade is of stone as are the two corner end 
bays on Greene. The remainder of the. Sreene Street facade is brick. Quoined pil­
asters flank the building on Broome Street and the corner bay section on Greene, 
as well as the Greene Street entrance in the end bay section. Corinthian columns 
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separate the door and window openings on the grouncl floor ·in the stone portions of 
the building. · The stonework of the upper stories is relatively simple. The win­
dows are separated by pilasters with Doric capitals and topped by thin molded drop­
lintels over segmental arches. Simple cornices supported by small brackets sepa­
rate each story. The ground floor cornice is elaborated .with modillions. The 
end bay entrance on Greene Street is crowned by a simila~ cornice. On Greene Street 
the winodws have stone drop-lintels , and the stories are separated by stone string 
courses. The main cornice is supported by foliated brackets and is crowned by a 

: broad pediment. The Greene Street cornice is, by contrast, simple and unobtrusive. 

Na. 476-478 Broome Street is a Griffith Thomas design of 1872-73 executed in 
iron. Built in an L-shape with the other facade at 62 l'Tooster Street_, this buildinci; 
wraps around the two corner structures. 

This Broome Street facade of No. 476-478 is six stories high and six bays wide. 
The two projecting middle bays emphasize the center of the facade. ~uoined pilas­
ters flank the building. nn the lower five stories all the bays are defined by 
Corinthian columns. Panels at the outer bay sections and-.a balustrade at the cente:r 
bay section underlie the second story windows. Eac]?. floor is separated by a cornice 
which has an added projection across .the center ·bay section. The sixth floor treat ­
ment is distinctive. .Pilasters · separate the ar·ched windows which have flat applied 
keystones. ;The center section is divided into1 three windows instead of two. This 
center section has its own balustrade . ~ )1hile the outer sections have · panels set with 
a d.rcular motif in relief. The main cornice with its .modillions is supported by · 
brackets which al:terriate with panels in the frieze . A pediment over the center 
section. gives final emphasis .to this part of the facade. Two urns, almost Moorish 
in appearance, are perched at each end of the building . 

486-32 
#470 
(Northwest corner of Greene) 
Co!llmenced : 1867 
Architect · Griffith Thomas 
Original Owner : Dickinson & Hurlbut 
'1riginal Function : Warehouse 
Facade : Stone , iron cornice and 

storefront · 
5 stories ; 6 bays on Jroome , 10 

bays on Greene 
Comments :. New doors and windows 

486-36 
#476-473 
(connected to 62 Wooster) 
Commenced : 6/24/1872 
Completed · 2/28/1873 
Architect : Griffith Tho!llas 
Carpenter : J ohn Downey 
Mason : John Conover 
0riginal Owner : C. !i . Garden 
Original Function : Store 
Facade : Iron 
6 stories : 6 bays · '· 
Comments : New doors and windo~s , urn 

missing . Land leased from Jane, 
Rachel, and Charlotte Williams 

486-34 
#472-474 
Commenced : 4/1/1869 
Completed : 8/10/1869 
Architect : Griffith Thomas 

· Builder · '1oore & Bryant 
Or~ginal Owner : Estate of Moses Morrison 
Original Function : Store and storehouse 
Facade : Stone, iron storefront 
5 stories ; 6 bays 
Comments : New doors and windows 

486-38 
#480 
Commenced : 7/8/1384 
Completed : 1/30/1885 
Architect: Richard Berger 
0riginal nwner : Sleurman & Casper 
Original Function : Store 
Facade · Iron 
6 stories : 3 bays 
Comments : Corriice and ground floor windows, 

replaced 
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486-39 
#482 
(60 !'.Tooster, northeast corner) 
Commenced: 6/18/1883 
Completed : 1/31/1884 
Architect: John Mcintyre 
Carpenter : John H. Morse 
f.fason: Alexander Brown 
0riginal Function : Store 
Facade· Brick, stone, iron storefront 
6 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments: Iron frofl S. R. Ferdon Iron 

\!Jorks, new door, capital ornament 
missing 

i·rooster Street to Wc s.t Broadway 

,This block was developed early. Two buildings of a group dating from c. 1825 
still remain standing. The others were largely replaced in the 1880s and 90s by 
the present structures. Consequently the block has a less harmonious appearance 
than the two blocks to the east. 

South Side : Block 475 (west part) , Mos. 483-499 

No. 489-493 Broome is an early work of J. Horgan Slade, dating from 1872-73. 
1'lhile strongly classical in its forms, it does not exhibit the same refinement as 
the work he did in the early 1880s shortly before his death. Compare, for example , 
his building at 119 Greene Street. 

Slade's five - story, eight-bay iron building at 489-493 Broome Street is very 
similar in appearance to the work of Griffith Thomas from this same period. Quoined 
pilasters flank the ends of the building. Rows of columns with a type of Doric 
capital created by an egg-and-dart molding and a band of floral motifs (very 
similar but not ; identical to Thomas capitals at 457-59 and 461 Broome Street) 
separate th,e . windows and produce a rhythmic pattern across the facade. The ground 
floor has been completely altered. Panels underlie the second floor windows as 
w.ell as the column bases. The simple cornice is supported by brackets which are 
decorated with a rather abstract leaf-like design. The brackets rise from a 
string course below the frieze (another typical Thomas characteristic) , and beneath 
each bracket is applied a flat incised ornament. Rising above the cornice is a 
broad pediment which cont.ains neo-Grec foliation which once flanked the numerals, 
1872. . 

No. 497 is a simple four-story brick building dating from c. 1825 and original l } 
owned by Alfred S. Pell. It may have been first used for a store with living quar­
ters above, but in 1868 it was altered into a saloon and boarding house. The iron 
entablatures above the first .floor and at the roof line were added at this time. 
The frieze of each entablature contains an elaborate raised swag pattern. The main 
cornice is supported by brackets and has an underlying egg7and-dart molding. One 
window on the second floor has an incised stone lintel while all other windows 
have plain stone lintels and sills. 

No. 499 Broome (361 1'T~st Broadway) also dates from c. 1825 and was also owned 
by Pell. It is also brick, three stories high, and retains its original roof 
dormer. No. 497 must have been very similar in appearance when first .built. 
The ground floor has been altered to incorporate new windows and siding. · The upper 
story windows . retain their stone sills and Federal s:tyle incised stone lintels. 
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475-16 
#483-487 
(55 Wooster, southwest corner) 
Commenced: 1903 
Architect: P. Giller 
Original Owner: Gen. Louis Seasongood 
Original Function: Store & 1farehouse 
Facade: Brick, stone, iron 
3 stories; 9 bays 
Comments '. Major alteration in 1903, of 

a pre-existant 1872 structure ; 
Iron from Atlantic Iron ''forks 

475-14 
#495 (connected to 359 I'' Broadway) 
Commenced : 2/27/1895 
Completed: 8/17/1896 
Architect: G. F. Pelham 
'1.riginal '1wner : Louisa Friedline 
Original Function: Lofts 
.Facade: . Brick and iron· 
7 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments: Iron may be pressed 

475-12 
#499 
(Southeast corner West Broadway) 
completed : c. 1825 
Original Owner: Alfred Pell 

·· 0tiginal Function: Dwelling 
Facade : Brick 
3 1/2 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments: Original lintels, dormer in 

bad shape, modern ground floor. 

North Side: ~lock 487, Nos. 484-500 

475-15 
#489-493 
Commenced : 8/1/1873 
Completed: 1/31/1874 
Architect: Jarvis Morgan Slade 
Builder: Rkhard Shapter . 
Original Owner: Martin Bates 
Original Function:·· Store 
Facade : Iron, from Jackson Bros. Iron Works 
5 stories ;. 8 bays 
Comments: Ground floor altered in 1955 

475-13 
#497 
Completed : c. 1825 
Original Owner: Alfred Pell 
Original Function: Dwelling 
Facade: Brick 
4 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments'. Altered in 1868 to a saloon and 

boarding ·· house. Some original lintels 

No. 484..:490 Broome Street (59 Wooster Street), designed by Alfred Zucker in 
189.0, is a fine example of the Romane~que style· adapted to commercial purposes. 
Six .stories high, ten bays wide on Brooine Street; and eight bays wide on llooster 
Street, it effectively utilizes brick, ·stone a.nd some iron decorative work, to creat e 

· aJ1 . interesting ·architectural composi tiqn. . · 

The asymmetrical arrangement of the window bays is the most complex elemc'.1t 
.· of the building, especially on the Broome Street facade. The first three floors 
are handled as a unit. Ground-floor round-arched openings alternate with two three­
story triple-bay groups within a large arch. Above the ground floor windows is a 
round-arched arcade at the second floor level. The windows above these are square­
headed. The top three' floors , also handled as a un~t, are set · off above a string 
course lined with carved. stone .heads. Here .the outer and central bays are grouped 
vertically to crea:te :'towersn which rise above the roof line and alternate with two 
groups of square-headed windows of three bays each. ·· All sixth-floor windows are 
round. arched. On the ;·1ooster Street side the two corner bays and the two end bays 
have the tower-like arrangement , while the windows in between are square-headed ; 
.only those. on the top story have round arches. 

The walls of the ,bottom two stories ar~ partially faced with rusticated stone . 
The tipper four stories are mostly brick. Car~ed blocks with the medieval motif of 
a dragon biting its own , tail are set at the impos't 's of .the large triple-bay arches 
at the top of the second floor windows. The windows . within these arches as well as 
those at the fifth and sixth floors above these are formed by iron components. 
The entablatures at both the roof line and on the towers that rise above it are 
quite interesting . At the roof line the stone cornice, which is edged by a pellet 
molding, has oversized modillions alternat i ng with a l arge acanthus l eaf moti f . 
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Running beneath this is a rope molding which also stretches across the ntower:: 
elements underneath an arcade of flat brick arches. The entablatures of the towers 
are formed by a combination of an elaborate brickwork frieze and architrave beneath 
a stone cornice. Set at the corners of each tower are stone blocks carved with 
medieval leaf ornaments twisted into convoluted S-forms. 

Taken all together the varied elements of this building create a highly ef-. 
fective composition. 

487-1 
#484-490 
(59 l'Jooster, northwest corner) 
Commenced: 4/21/1890 
Completed : 3/31/1891 
Architect: Alfred Zucker 
Original Owner: Simon Goldenberg 
Original Function : !'1arehouse 
Facade: Brick and stone 
6 stories ; 10 bays on Broome, 

3 bays on l'Jooster 

487-6 
#498 
Co~menced : 9/13/1884 
Completed: 2/27/1885 
Architect : Ernest Greis 
~ri ginal Owner : Jacob Bleyer 
Original Function: Store 
Facade : Bluestone, brick and terra 

cotta, iron ground floor 
5 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments : Iron from T.S. Ayers Iron 

~forks. New windows and doors 
on ground floor 

487-4 
#492-494 
Commenced : 4/28/1891 
Completed: 2/29/1892 
Architect: Alfred Zucker 
Original Owner: H. & S. Corn 
Original Function: Store 
Facade : Stone, brick and terra cotta 
5 stories originally, now redaced to 2 ; 

3 bays 
Comments : Altered in 1938, upper 3 stories 

cut 

487-7 
#500 
(Northeast corner, !'!est Broadway) 
Commenced : 8/6/1874 
Completed: 12/21/1874 
Architect: Charles Mettam 
Carpenter : David Hepburn 
Mason: Van Dolsen & Armoth 
Original Owner: Geo. Marchand 
Original Function : Store 
Facade: Iron on Broome, brick on Nest B' way 
5 stories ; 3 bays on Broome, 7 bays on 

"l . B 'way 
Comments : Iron from Aetna Iron l'.lorks 
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The course of Canal Street, first proposed in 1796, was in part determined by 
an irregular ditch that ran between the Collect Pond and the Hudson River. The 
construction of the street was begun after Trinity Church and private citizens 
ceded portions of their properties to the City in 1808. The one-hundred-foot wide 
street, reporter-Uy co:""pleted in 1310, '!las C.ivi~. ed by an eight-foot wice open ditch 
or can2.l , built in 1811. In. 1819. work was near completion on converting this ditch 
into ~ covered sewer. 

Broadway to Mercer Street 
. ----

A striking contrast of architectural styles is immediately evident when observing 
the buildings on this block. Chronologically, the buildings range from a three­
story Federal house at No. 303 dating back to about 1808 to the two mid-20th 
century taxpayers located on the eastern corner. The two remaining structures on 
the block , the 1856-62 Arnold Constable store and an impressive marble building 
from 1863. fall between the two extremes stylistically as well as chronologically. 
Although both of the mid-19th century five-story buildings are constructed pri­
marily of stone, they both incorporate cast-iron storefronts which are typical of 
their period . 

North Side Only _ in _Q_:!:_str~ct : Block 231 (south part), Nos. 291-3ll 

No. 305 , which extends through to No. 47 Howard , was built around 1863 for 
L. Brutillier. The iron storefront on this five-story building consists of a 
cornice, terminal blocks and fluted colonnettes that are missing their capital 
ornaments. The remainder of the three-bay wide f acade retains its highly classical 
I talianate stone facing . The fenestration on the second floor is emphasized 
by a pediment above and a balustrade belm.,r the central window and recessed panels 
below the flanking windows. These side windows are topped by simple projecting 
lintels that are repeated above each window on the third and f ourth stories. The 
top of the building is strongly accented by the use of four l arge brackets, placed 
on either side of the building and between the window openings. The cornice is 
further enhanced by decorative modillions located between the brackets. 

No. 307-311 is the main entrance to the large, impressive Arnold Constable & Co . 
store that also faces Mercer and Howard Streets . (See the descriptions of Mercer 
Street for a discussion of that facade.) City tax records indicate that the first 
four floors of the six-bay wide corner section were built in 1856, while the fifth 
floor of this section and the five-floor , three-bay addition were completed in 1862. 
A contemporary lithograph of the building , reprinted on page 234 of Kouwenhoven's 
The _ Colu.~bia Historical Portrait of New York, shows , however, a fifth floor on the 
corner section , but without~h-e--three-bay addition. 

Althoup,h the Canal Street facade is f aced with stone while those on Mercer and 
Howard Street are brick , the forrmla for bays and varyinr, window shapes is repeated 
on all three sides. None of the original iron storefront remains on the Canal 
Street side, but the contemporary lithograph indicates that it was originally 
supported by columns identical to those remaining on the other two facades. 
These original columns are quite different from the columns and pilasters that 
remain on the storefront of the 1862 addition , however, which are quite wide 
in comparison to their height and decorated by massive ornamental bands. 

The upper stories of the facade are separated by projecting cornices and out­
lined on the second through fourth flc:iors by stone quoins at both corners and 
between the 1856 and 1862 sections. Panelled pilasters replace the quoins on the 
fifth floor . The round-arched second-story windows are crowned by decorative 
keystones and flanked by pilasters topped with Corinthian capit?.ls. The paired 
central windows of the second story of the original section are also accented by a 
common pediment that is perched above the two keystones. They are further empha­
sized by balustrades identical to the one below the second-floor, central window 
of the 1862 addition. On the upper f loors , the central windows are paired , 
though have no pediments. On the third, fourth and fifth floors the windows are 
topped by segmental rather than round arches. Above the fifth-floor window, 
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paired voiutes rise up towards the center, forming a modified pediment. The buildin~ 
is topped by a .simple .cast-iron corn.ice with · paired brackets above the central and 
side piers between which are evenly s,paced modil U .ons. 

231-12 
11291-299 
(#419 Broadway, northwest corner) 
One-story Nedicks 

231-2 
#303 
Completed: c. 1808 
Original Owner : Thomas Duggan 
Original Function :. Dwelling 
Facade: Brick 
3 stories ; 3 windows 
Architect : Unknown 

231-4 
#3.07-311 

· ' ' (#2-_12 Mercer, northeast corner, 
#49-53 Howard) 

Completed : #307 in 1862 
#309,..311 in 1856 

Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner : Aaron Arnold 

231-1 
#301 
Completed : c. 1955 

. .function: Taxpayer 
.Facade : Brick 
2 stories : 1 bay 

231-3 
#305 
(#4 7 Howard) .. 
Completed : c. 1863 
Original Owner: L. Brutillier 
Original Function : Store 
Facade : Stone, iron 

·5 stories; 3 bays 
Architect: Unknown 

0riginal Function : Arnold Constable store 
Facade : stone, iron 
5 stories; 9 bays 
Comments : The fifth .story was added in 1862. 

New ground floor 

· Mercer to Greene Street 
North Side Only in District : Block 230, Nos. 313-331 

l'!ith' the exception of the 1883-84 six-story . building at the northeast corner 
of Greene Street .. all of 'the buildings on the north slde of this block are brick 
Federal houses that were converteri into commercial buildings during the mid-19th 
century. These eight Federal structure.s, six of which were developed and . owned 
by an Isaac Lawrence, were all erected dur.ing the period around 1820 and originally 
had a consistent height of three stories plus ari ·attic with dormers. Five of the 
houses, however, had their attic stories removed in the 1860s or 1870s, at which 
time they were replaced by an additional brick floor with a cast-iron cornice. 

The .J.B. Snook building on the corner of Greene Street, No. 329-331 Canal , 
presents a strong contrast to the other eight buildings on the block. This brick 
building is only six stories high and four bays wide, which may be considered 
s]Tiall for a commercial building of the 1880s. It is ·its scale rather than its 
size, however, that makes it dominate its. Federal neighbors. Yet, the facade 
treatment is simple and direct, incorporating smooth bricK piers, stone lintels, 
horizontal .stone bandings .and a relatively plain cast-iron cornice, so that it is 

· not otherwise too incompatible. 
: ··' 

I. 
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230-1 
#313 
(Northwest corner Mercer) 
Completed: 1821 
Architect '. Unknown 
Original Owner: Isaac Lawrence 
1riginal Function : Dwelling 
Facade : Brick 
4 stories~ 3 windows 

.. Comments : Iron cornice added later, as 
was fourthstory 

230-3 
#317 
Completed· 1821 , 
Original .Owner : Isaac Lawrence 
Original Function : Dwelling 
Facade: Brick 
4 stories ; 3 windows · 
Comments: Altered in 1369 

Architect : Unknown 

230-5 
#321 
Completed : c. 1821. 
Architect: . Unknown , 
Original Owner : Isaac,Lawrence 
Original tunction : Dwelling 
Facade ~ . Brick .· -
3 1/2 stories ; 3 windows ·' 
Comments: Front covered with metal 

sheeting, S.F.B. Morse lived 
here in 1825. 

230-7 
lt325 
Completed : prior to 1820 
Architect : Unknown · 
Original Owner: John Dyer 
Origi;nal Function: Dwelling 
Facade : Brick 
4 stories : 3 windows 
Comments : Altered in 1877 

230,-9 
#329-331 

.. ' 

(#2-6 Greene, northeast 
Commenced: 3/7/1883 
Completed : 1/31/1884 
1\rchi tect: J.B. Snook 

• . ~ l ' ' • 

corner) 

Carpenter : 1i1. Gennind & Co. 
Mason: Robinson & Wallace 
Original .Owner: Lorillard Sp~ncer 
Original Function : Store 
Facade : Brick, stone , iron 
6 stories ; 4 bays 

230-2 :· 
. #315 
Completed: .1821 

· Archi te.ct: Unknown 
Original Owner · Isaac Lawrence 
Original Function : Dwelling 
Facade : Brick 
4 stories : 3 windows 
Comments : Raised one story after fire in 

1877 

230-4 
1°#319 

Completed : 1821 
Architect : Unknown 
Original 0wner : Isaac Lawrence 
Originai Functio·n : Dwelling 
Facade : Brick 
4 stories; 3 windows 
Comments : Altered in 1869 

230-6 
#323 
Completed : c. 1821 
Architect : Unknown 
f1riginal (h•mer : Isaac Lawrence 
nriginal Function: Dwelling 
Facade : Brick 
3 1/2 stories: 3 windows 

230-8 
#327 
Completed : prior to 1820 
Original 0wner : Michael Quinn 
Original Function: Dwelling 
Facade: Brick 
3 1/2 stories ~ 3 windows 
Comments : Altered in 1870 
~rchitect : Unknown 

Comments: Ground floor altered, iron , . 
from Lindsay , Graff & Megguier 

: : . 
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Greene to 11Jooster Street 

A strong diversity is felt on this block, characterized by a modern two-story 
taxpayer and a 1927 garage positioned between two outstanding cast-iron structures. 
The incongruity is further h'eightened by the large vacant · lot at the Greene Street 
corner, the former location ·of a recently demolished 1868 building designed by J.B. 
Snook. 

~Jorth Side Only in District: Block 229:, Nos. 335-355 

No. 343 is an Isaac F. Duckworth design that was built in 1868 for P.R. Francis . 
Although the architect superbly combined various neo-Grec and French Renaissance 
elements, the composition of the cast iron is far less complex than other designs 
by Duckworth within the Historic District. The strong sense of verticality conveyed 
by this five-story building is due to its narrow three-bay width, its slender 
columns and pier panels and , most appreciably, its isolation. (The building is 
flanked by a parking lot on the east and a two-story taxpayer on the west.) 

The ground-floor facade of the building is nearly identical to the upper stories , 
though it is difficult to see much of the original ornament due to a large modern 
sign placed above the entrance. The bays on each floor are separated by columns 
resting upon bases, between which are placed decorative panels. (None of the 
original capital ornaments remain.) The building is flanked by pier panels that 
are divided at each floor level by a simple terminal block at the end of a projecting 
cornice. Each pier is embellished by a central rosette, above and below which are 
recessed panels. The· only additional decorative motif is a rosette above the 
center of each .window franie. At the top of the building, a highly ornate cornice 
rests on paired brackets above ·the ·two center columns and a console bracket over 
the central window. The cornice projects forward above these brackets to emphasize 
the central bay . There must also have originally been large brackets flanking the 
building, but they have been removed. The remainde~ of the entablature is composed 
of frieze panels on either side of and between the brackets, a scallopped corbelling 
below the frieze and decorative modillions beneath the cornice. 

No. 351-355 is a five-story corner building, fronted by cast iron, that was 
designed by N.H. Gaylor and built in 1871-72. The nine bays on Canal Street, 
which are identical to the eleven bays on the l'Jooster Street facade, are handled in a 
crisp, rhythmic manner, in a style closely related to the neo-Grec. The storefront 
retains its original smooth shafted iron columns , set on panelled bases , which 
rise Hbove low stoops. The capitals atop these columns, identical to those used 
on the upper stories, are each defined by a simple necking band and decorated with 
evenly spaced rosettes, above which is an egg-and-dart molding. 

The upper facade of the building, which is separ ated from the storefront by 
a modillioned cornice, repeats many of the ground floor elements , notably the 
handling of the columns. The one outstanding elaboration is the incised neo-Grec 
pendent-type ornament which is suspended below each column base. In .addition to 
serving as a terminus for each column, this motif also acts as a spandrel decoration 
1Jetween t he flat-topped , curved-corner bays. Even this elaboration, however, is 
repeated in such a manner that it merely adds to the sense of standardization 
felt in the overall architectura l treatment. The only ad<litional elements are 
flanking corner quoins and a roof cornice which act to frame the building . The 
cornice , which is handled in the same disciplined manner as the rest of the 
building , is composed of closely spaced modillions and <lentils above a panelled 
f rieze. -

229-1 
#335- 341 
(#9-13 Greene, northwest corner) 
Parking lot 

229-3 
#343 
Commenced : 1868 
Architect: Isaac F. Duckworth 
Original Owner · P.R. Francis 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
S stories ; 3 bays 
Comments: Some iron ornament missing, ground 

floor altered 
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229-4 
#345 
Function: ·Taxpayer 
Facade: Con.cr.~te. 
2 stories · 3 bays _ 

229~6 
#351-355 
· (#2-4 1'foost,el.:,. northeast corner) 
CommenceCi': · 6/Z2.iHJ71 
Completed: 2/29/1872 
Architect: N.H. Gaylor 
Builder : N. Lamb.,Jr. 
Original Owner : S. Middlebrook 
Original Function: Stores 
Facade : Iron 
5 stories ; 9 bays 

229-5 
#347-349 
Commenced : 11/11/1927 
Completed : 3/23/1928 
Architect : Julius Echmann 
Original Owner: Augustus B. Fleck 
Original Function : Garnge 
Facade: · Brick 
4 stories: 2 bays 
Comments: Goes through to #6-10 Wooster 

.Comments: Some ground-floor alterations . 
' Iron . from Bailey & DeBrevoise 

An.· interesting combination of buildings from ·the ' early, mid and late 19th 
century a:re seen on this block , which is divided in · the center by a vacant lot. 
The buildings begin chrono l ogically with two 1824 ·structures on the western corner, 
both of which were converted in the mid-century fr·om three-story dwellings to four­
story commercial buildings. (The fourth story on the corner building is a modified 
mansard.) The commercial period of the Historic District is represented by a simpl e 
five-story stone building of 1855 (fifth floor added in 1866,) a five-story 
brick store and tenement of 1871 , a cast-iron structure of 1883, also five stories 
high, and .two masonry buildings dating from 1891 which are five and six stories 
h,igh .. 

. North S_~_£~_Q!!lY in District : Block 228, nos. 357-375 

No. 365~367 , a predominantly stone building sparsely ornamented on its four 
upper floors, is strongly accented ·by an elaborate cast-iron storefront, executed 
in an ornate French manner. This storefront is supported by intricate Corinthian 
columns which separate the six individual bays. It is interesting that these 
bays are not of equal width, the second bay in from both oc t:1c sides being sli r:rhtlv 
narrower than the others. Also, the number of storefront bays does not correspond . 
with the five windows which span each of the upper floors. The six-bay width of 
the storefront is divided in the center by a pier incorporating pseudo-quoins that 
are alternately ridged and vermiculated. An identical pier treatment is also used 
to flank the ground floor. Another interesting motif on the cast-iron ground 
floor is the neo-Grec brackets which appear individually above each column and 
paired above the central pier. Between these brackets, which support a modillioned 
cornice, are placed rococo-like foliated ornaments. This extremely elaborate 
storefront is in strong contrast to the functionally conceived upper floors which 
served originally as tenements. These floors, simply separated by narrow band 
courses , are faced with smooth stone around square-headed windows. The only pro­
jections are the plain window lintels and sills, with the addition of small brackets 
supporting the second-floor lintels . The building, which began so elegantly on the 
ground floor, is terminated by a very plain rnodillioned cornice, far less elaborate 
than the storefront cornice. 

No. 371 is a five-story building with a three-bay wide cast-iron facade that 
was designed by Samuel Warner in a modified neo-Grec manner. Nearly all of the cast-
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iron elements on this 1883-84 structure remain intact, including the unusually high 
storefront. The storefront bays are defined by narrow pilasters in the center and 
slightly wider ones on either side all of which are decorated by projecting vertical 
ridges, incised neo-Grec ornaments, and rosettes. 

The square-headed bay units on the upper four levels are handled in an 
identical manner. Each floor , separated from the one above and below 'by a high 
plain frieze, is flanked by wide fluted pilasters. The ·pilasters are topped by 
modified capitals decorated with a neo-Grec ornament that is proto-Art Nouveau in 
its use of sophisticated, stylized organic forms. A similar treatment is used 
on the capitals above the slender central columns, which are set on high bases 
and have a double banding around t heir otherwise smooth shafts. The entire facade 
is crowned by a rather high entablature that includes paired neo-Grec brackets 
above the side pilasters and each column. Between the brackets are panelled 
friezes and <lentils. 

228-1 
#357 
(#1-5 Wooster, northwest corner) 
Completed : 1855 
Architect : W.T. Beers 
Original nwner : l'lm. Banta 
Original Function : Store and lofts 
Facade: Marble, iron 
5 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments : Iron from Architec­

tural Iron Works, ground 
floor altered , lintels 
chipped. Common facade 
with #359, fifth story 
added in 1866 

223-3 
#361 
Commenced : 8/1/1891 
Completed : 1/31/1892 
Architect : J.B. Snook 
Original Owner : Nancy Banta 
Original Function : Store and workshop 
Facade : Brick, iron 
5 stories ~ 3 bays 
Comrnents : Roof cornice cut, for 

fire escape, ground floor 
altered 

228-5 
#365-367 

228-2 
#359 
Completed : 1855 
Architect : W.T. Beers 
Original Owner '. Asher Rosenblatt 
Original Func·tion : Store and lofts 
Facade : Marble, iron 
5 stories · 3 bays 
Comments : Groun~ floor altered, roof cornice 

cut for fire escape, common 

223 .. 4 
#363 

facade with #357. Fifth story 
added in 1866. 

Commenced: 4/11/1891 
Completed': · 10/31/1891 . 
Architect :· Leicht & Marrell 
Carpenter· Peter Roberts 
Mason : Peter Roberts 
Original Owner : Charles Moelich 
Original Function : Store and workshop 
Facade: Brick , iron, ashlar 
6 stories : 4 bays 

228-7 
#369 

Commenced : 6/Z3/1871 Vacant lot 
Completed : 12/31/1871 
Architect : Wm~ "!'~aring 
Original Owner : J. 1'Jatson Webb 
Original Function: Store and tenement 
Facade : Stone and iron 
5 stories : 5 windows , 6 bays on ground floor 

· Conm1ents : Some lintels and stone banding missing., . 
ground floor bays filled in, 
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228-8 
#371 
Commenced : 6/15/1833 
Completed : 6/31/1884 
Architect: Samuel ~Jarner 
Mason: A.C. 1'Jalbridge 
Original nwner: O.J. Walbridge 
Original Function : Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories ; 3 bays 

228-10 
#375 

228-9 
#373 
Completed : 1824 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner : John R. Murray 
Original Function : Dwelling 
FAcade· Brick, iron 
4 stories : 3 windows 
Comments : Altered in 1877, cornice and 

lintels added then . 

(#301-305 ''lest Broadway, northeast corner) 
Completed ; 1824 
Architect: Unknmvn 
Original Owner : John Il. Murray 
Original Function: Dwelling 
Facade: Brick, iron 
4 stories ; 3 windows 
Comments : Mansard roof added in 1860s , 

Canal Street storefront new . 
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According to an 1797 map of Lower l'1anhattan, the portion of Crosby Street that 
is within the Historic District had q.lready been laid out as far as Houston Street 
ci.t that time . . 'In about 1808, Crosby Street· was extended north to Bleecker Street. 

Howard to Grand Street 
~'lest Side 0nly in District : Block 232, Nos. 10-18 

None of the four facades on this block contain a main entrance: the two center 
buildings are entered from Broadway whpe the corner buildings face Howard and Grand, 
respectively. The Crosby Street facades have been handled in a straightforward, 
utilitarian manner. They are all five stories high and faced with brick. The 
most distinctive features are the decor:ative treatment of the window lintels. 

At the southern end of the block is a building, const..."'tlctedin 1368. Its 
eleven bays of .segmental-arched windows 'are each topped by a drop-lintel with a 
keystone. 

Next come the two buildings at Nos. 10-12 and 14-13 which were built simul­
taneously in 1876-77 and share a common facade. Their· ground floors, which are 
six and nine bays wide respectively, are fronted by simple cast-iron pilasters and 
connecting panels that are handled in the neo-Grec style. The stone lintels 
above the square-headed windows on the four upper floors are treated in a similar 
manner. 

The building at the corner of Grand Street also utilizes a combination of 
stone and cast iron on a predominantly brick facade. Due partially to its early 
construction date of 1861, . however, the treatment is different from its southern 
neighbors . ~·!llile most of the facade is handled in a utilitarian fashion with 
simple stone lintels above square-headed windows, the section nearest the Grand 
Street corner is faced with marble and set off by quoins. This section, which 
continues the Grand Street facade for the distance of one bay, also incorporates­
segmental-arched windows with projecting _lintels and a cast-iron storefront. The 
only other use of cast iron on the Crosby ground floor is on the extreme southern 
bay which incorporates two Corinthian p~lasters on either side of cast-iron shutters 
which protect a service entrance. · 

232-21 
(#30 Howard, northwest corner) 
Listed on Howard ; 11 bays . on Crosby 
Comr.1ents : Ground-floor cornice re-

moved. Facade treatm~nt differ­
ent on Howard :Street 

232-9 
#14-13 
(#452 Broadway) 
Commenced: 11/6/1876 
Completed: 7/30/1877 
Architect: Schweitzer & Greve 
Original Owner : Edward Mathews 
0riginal Function : i-Jarehouse 
Facade:. Brick and iron 
s stories·;; ;9 'bays . . , 
Comments: TI1is· building goes through · to 

232-5 
#10-12 
(#444 Broadway) 
Commenced : 11/6/1876 
Completed : 7/30/1877 
Architect: Schweitzer & Greve 
Original Owner: Edward Mathews 
Original Punction : Narehouse 
Facade'. Iron and brick 
5 stories ; 6 bays 
<:omments· #444 Broadway > #10-12 Crosby . 

#452 Broadway and #14-18 Crosby wer~ 
built as one building. 

232-15 
(#129-131 
Listed on 
7 bay's on 
Comments · 

Grand 

Grand,southwest ·corner) 
Grand•' 
Crosby 
Diff erent facade tre::itment on 

Street 

#452 Broadway and has a common facade 
with #10-12 Crosby 
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Grand to Broome Street 
''Jest Side Only in District: Brock 473 (west part), Nos. 30-:-40 

The facades on the west side of this block all serve as secondary entrances 
to buildings facing Broadway or Broome Street. With the exception of the iron 
facades at the corner of Grand Street and of No. 40 Crosby Stre~t which is the 
back of 'the. Rich_ard Morris Hunt building, the ·facades on this block are executed 
in brick and .handled iir a simple, functional rn.anner. Three of the five facades 
were 'built ·in the .1870s ,"° w~ile the other twq . date from 1859 and 1902-03. 

Th~ cast-iron. facade :at the northwest corner of Grand and ·Crosby is the rear of 
a building that also faces Broadway (Nos. 462-464 and 466-468) and Gr~nd Street 
(No. 12.0-132.) The French Renaissance character of this 1879-80 John Correja 
design; discu.ssed in connection with. the Broadway facade, is retained, though simpli ­
fied, on the Crosby side. The twelve-bay expanse is flanked. and divided on each of 
its six stories by three massive iron piers. As on Broadway: and Grand Street, 
these piers are sub-divided by projecting cornices above the first, third and fifth 
floors and: de.corated by medallions and geometric capital ornaments. The main 
distinction between the two treatments is that. the Ionic·, columns that form the bay 
divisions on the second through the sixth floors of the Broadway and Grand sides are 
replaced by simple Doric pilasters on -Crosby. Another simplification is the 
omission on Crosby Street of the decorative friezes and sawtooth moldings between 
floor levels. But the same ground-floor columns are continued around on this side 
of the building. 

·' . 
473-1/3·/. 
(#462-464 and 466-468 Broadway , 
#120-132 Grand, northwest corner) . 

Commenced: 9/24/1879 
··completed: . S/31/1880 

Architect: John Correja 
Builder: P. Hermann 
Original Owner: George Bliss & 

J.H. Cossitt 
Original Function : Store 
Facade: Iron 
6 stories; 6 bays 

473-8 
#38 ' 
(#476· Broadway) ,·. 
Commenced ; 4/16/1902 
Completed: 2/28/1903 
Architect: Robert Maynicke 
Original Owner:. Hen~y Corn 
·original · Funct:i.on : Lofts 
Facade: Brick 1 . stone, iron 
11 stories : 3 t-~tys 

473-18 
(#429 Broome, southwest corner) 
Listed On .Broome; 8, bays on Crosby 
Comments : Ground;,_floor door blocked up, 

473-6 
#30-36 
.Commenced : 4/16/1878 
Completed· 8/27/1878 
Architect : l'lm. Cauvet 
Builder : Van Dolson & Arnott 
Original ·owner: Levy Bros. 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brick and stone 
5 stories; 12 bays 
Comments : Through to #472 Broadway 

473-19 
#40 
(#478-482 Broadway), 
Commenced : 6/25/1873 
Completed: 1/31/1874 
Architect: Richard Morris Hunt 
Original Owner : _Roosevelt Hosp. 
Original Function: St~re 
Facade : Iron 
5 stories ; 3 bays 

so!'le windows filled in . Dif ferent fa­
cade treatment on Broome Street 

Broome to Spring Street 
West Side Only in District: Block 483 ~ Nos. 44-72 · 

All of the buildings on this block are handled in a simple, utilitarian 
manner, with the exception of the 1902-03 eleven- story building at No. 68-72 
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that combines stone, terra cotta and brick in a rather elaborate fashion. Most of 
the other buildings combine simple cast-iron ground floors and cornices with a 
brick facade whose high loft windows are topped by plain lintels. The earliest 
of these buildings was constructed in 1863, while the other five were built in 
the early 1880s. Though due to their functional simplicity, practically no stylis­
tic differences can be drawn among them. In addition to these buildings, there 
is a 1952 gas stati'on at the corner of P,roome and a one-·story shed in the niddle of 
the block. 

· .. : 

483-35 
(436 Broome, northwest corner} · 
Gas station 

433-32 
#48 
(#502-504 Broadway) 
Completed : c. 1880 
Architect: Unknown 
0riginal 0wner: N.S. Edwards 
nriginal Function: Storage 
Facade: Drick, iron, stone 
6 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments · Common facade with 

#52; ground-floor 
missing 

483-30 
#52 
(#502-504 Broadway) 
Completed : c. 1880 
Architect : Unknown 

#SO and 
cornice 

Original Owner· Nancy Edwards 
Original Function : Storage 
Facade : Brick, iron, stone 
6 stories· 3 bays 

483-7 
#44-46 
(#502-504 Broadway) 
Completed: 1868 
Architect · Unknown 
Or.iginai ni\rrier · C. G. Gunther . 
nriginal Function : Storage 
Facade: ' Brick, 'iron, stone 
5 stories · 9 bays 
Conments : Ground-floor cornice gone. 

Iron from D.D . Badger 

483-31 ' :·. 
#SO 
(#502-504 Broadway) 
CoNpleted · c. 1880 
Architect · Unknown 
Original 0wner · John Jackson 
Original Function : Storaee 
Facade : Brick, iron , stone 
6 stories· 3 bays 
Comments : Common facade with #48 and #52 : 

ground- floor cornice missing 

483-29 
#54 
1-story shed 

Comments : Common facade with #48 and #SO · 
ground-floor cornice missing 

483-11 
#56-5-8 
(#512-514 Broadway) 
Com~enced: 8/8/1881 
Completed : 8/31/1882 
Architect : Lamb & Wheeler 
Original Owner · DeForest & Perkins 
Original Function : Store 
Facade: Brick , iron , stone 
6 stor ies : 6 bays 
Comments : Ground-floor windows 

bricked in, ground- floor 
corni ce JTJissing 

483-17 
#68-72 
(#524-528 Broadway , 
#80-86 Spring , northwest corner) 

Listed on Broadway 
4 bays , 8 windows on Crosby 

483- 13/23 
#60-66 
(#516 Broadway) 
Commenced · 8/8/1881 
Completed : 8/31/1882 
Architect : Lamb & 1'Jheeler 
Original Owner: Livingston, DeForest & 

Perkins 
0riginal Function · Stores and stora~e 
Facade: Brick, stone, iron 
6 stories.: 12 bays 
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f1!est Side Only i _n District : Block 497 , Nos. 78-104 

The construction dates.·of the buildings on this block span the four decades 
from the 1850s through the ·l880s , the period during which the District . experienced 
its greatest rate of growth. Although the buildings vary widely in date as well 
as heigh( (they currently range from one to six stories), they still form a 
cohes~ ve unit. This· .is due Jn large part to the simplicity of the facades · and the 
fact that they ·combirte bri~l> upper stories with cast-iron ground-(loor pilast~rs. 
rn th the exception of No. 90 , which has been razed to its first level leaving . 
only the cast-iron storefront, the buildings have simple, tall loft windows 
topped by stone lintels. No. 92, however, varies the pattern by having on the 
second floor Italianate-type round-arched windows which are separated by stone 
pilasters and capped by arched lintels and· keystones. This building, completed in . 
1853, has,however,square-headed loft windows on its upper two floors, a fenestration 
treatment that would have only been used on the simplest, utilitarian Italianate 
designs. · 

497-31 
(#79-81 Spring, northwest corner) ·: 
Listed on Sp'ring · ·. · 
14 bays on Crosby 

497-9 
#80-88 
(# 548 Broadway) 
Commenced : 1866 
Architect: John Correja 
')riginal · o,~ner: Stethar Nichols 
0riginal Function: Storerooms 
Facade: Brick , stone, iron 
5 stories; 13 bays 
Comments: Roof cornice missing at 

#86. There is also a ~me­
story extension to #88· · 

497-13 
#92 
(# 554 Broadway) 
Completed : 1853 
Architect:Unknown 
Original Owner: Gardner A. Sage 
Original Function : Stores 
Facade: Brick and stone 
4 stories; 4 bays 

497-18 
#98-104 

(#560-566 Broadway, 
72-7f3' Pri.nce, southwest corner) 
Listed on Broadway · · 
12 bays on Crosby 
Comments: Three ·separate facade treat­

ments 

'497-7 
"#73 

(#540 Broadway) 
Completed: 1886 
Architect : Unknown . 
Original Owner : Thomas Lewis 
Original Function : Store and warehouse 
Facade: Brick and iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 

497-12 
#90 
(#552 Broad1.,:ty) 
Comnleted: c. 1878 
Architect: Unknown 
Original ·Owner : Unknown 
Original Function : Storage 
Facade : Iron 
1 story ; 4 bays 
Comments: This is the remarn1ng ground 

floor of a cut down building. 

497-15 
#94~96 
(# 558 Broadway) 
Cor'.pletecl.: c. 1870 
.!\rchi tect : Unknown 
Original Owner : John Lawrence 
Original Function :- Storage 
Facade : Brick, iron 
2 stories ; 6 bays 
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Prince to ERst Houston Street 
' '1est Side Only in bi strict : Block 511, Nos. 106-140 

Nhen looking north along this block, the first four buildings strongly over­
power the remaining two. This is due both to their twelve-story height and the 
fact that they occupy 84 per cent o~ the block frontr.1e. A wide spread in con­
struction dates is also apparent on this block, in that these twelve-story skyscra- . 
pers were all built between 1895 and 1898 while the six-story office building at 
No. 134-136 was constructed in 1883-84 and the one-story garage at No. 138-140 dates 
from 1964. 

Disregarding this modern garage, architectural comparisons and contrasts 
can be drawn among the other structures. The three southernmost buildings, Nos. 
106-110, 112-122 and 124-130, all incorporate the system of horizontal and vertical 
divisions typical of early skyscrapers. This involves the use of flat brick piers, 
often extending the total height of the building , that separate either single 
or multiple sets of windows. The horizontal divisions are achieved by the use of 
projecting cornices placed above the first, third and ninth floors on all of these . 
buildings, with Nos. 112-122 and 124-130 having an additional division above the 
second floor. All of the windows and bays on these buildings are square-headed 
with the exception of the three central double-bays on No. 112-122 which are arched . 
These structures are relatively complex in contrast to the 1897-98 twelve-story 
building at No. 132 and the 1883-84 six-story structure at No. 134-136, both of 
which have simple window divisions similar to the nt her utilitarian structures 
characteristic of t hose on the other blocks on Crosby Street. 

511-1 
#106-110 
(#568 - 578 Broadway, 
69-83 Prince , northwest corner) 

Listed On Broadway 
6 bays , 12 windows on Crosby 

511-12 
#124-130 
(#594-596 Broadway) 
Commenced : 5/5/1897 
Completed : 5/4/1898 
Architect : Buchman & Deisler 
Original Owner : Jeremiah Lyons 
Original Function : Store , office 
Facade : Brick and iron 
12 stories ; 10 bays 

511- 16 
#134-136 
(#600-602 Broadway) 
Commenced : 3/14/1883 
Completed: 1/31/1834 
Architect: Samuel Narner 
Carpenter: McGuire & Sloan 
Mason : J ohn Masterton 
Original Owner: Elizabet h Aldrich 
0riginal Function : Store 
Facade : Iron , brick, stone 

· 6 stories; 6 bays 

511 -6/IJ/10 
#112-122 
(#580-590 Broadway) 
Commenced : 7/28/1897 
Completed: 6/17/1898 
Architect : Buchman & Deisler 
Original Owner: John Ames 
Original Function : Stores 
Facade : Brick, iron, stone 
12 stories ; .16 bays 

511-15 
#132 
Commenced: 4/19/1897 
Completed : 2/27/1898 
Architect : Robert Maynicke 
Original Owner : Henry Corn 
Or iginal Function : Mercantile Building 
Facade : Brick 
12 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments : Roof cornice missing 

511-19 
#138-140 
(Southwest corner, East Houston) 
Completed: 10/7/1964 
Architect : Jacob and Donald Fisher 
Original Owner: Clara Golden 
Original Function : Gar age 
Facade: Met al 
1 stor y ; 2 bays 
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Grand Street, previously known as :;Road to Crown Point, 1 ' was laid out prior to 
1766. Al though the name of the original portion of the street was officially 
changed to Grand in 1767, the section west of Broadway was frequently referred to 
as 01eadow Street up to 1799. In 1804, the Common Council of New York gave their 
approval to have the street re~ulated and developed. 

Unlike the other cross-town streets of the District, the building numbers on 
Grand Street run from west to east rather than from east to west. 

The construction dates for buildings on this block span nearly three-fourths 
of the nineteenth century, ranging chronologically from the two Federal houses at 
Hos. 57 and 59 (later altered for commercial purposes to four stories), to the 
seven-story neo-Classic office building complex at Nos. 60 , 62 and 64 that dates 
from 1395-96. Although this latter building is not unusually tall for its date, 
it is the hi~hest on the block. The remaining structures, which range from two to 
five stories , were all built in the 1880s in the neo-Grec style. 

South Side : Block 228, Nos. 53-69 

228-22 
#53 
(#331-335 ,,, B'way , southeast corner) 
Listed on 10lest Broadway 
2 bays on Grand 

228-24 
#57 
Commenced: 1825 
Completed : 1826 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Ferris Pell 
0riqinal Function : Dwelling 
Facade : Brick and iron 
4 stories· 3 windows 
1,omments : This building was raised 

to 4 stories in 1891 

228-30 
#61-69 
(#27 1'1ooster , southwest corner) 
PARKING LOT 

228-23 
#55 
Commenced : 6/26/1882 
Co~nleted : 10/28/1882 
Architect : ''Jm. Jose 
Carpenter· J. Daly 
Mason : Mathew Powers 
nriginal Owner· Grant Levy 
Original Function : Store 
F::i.cade : Brick, iron, stone 
3 stories ; 3 windows 

228-25 
#59 
Commenced : 1825 
Co~pleted : 1826 
Architect : Unknown 
Original nwner : Ferris Pell 
Oriqinal Function · Dwelling 
Facade · ' ~rick and iron 
4 stories · 3 windows 
Co!llillents· This building was raised to 4 

stories by 1892 

North Side· Block 475 (west part), Nos. 54-70 

Nos. 60, 62 and 64 form an impressive three-building unit that was designed 
by Cleverdon & Putzel and erected in 1895-96. These three structures , which are 
each seven stories high and four bays wide, are constructed of brick with iron and 
terra-cotta ornamentation in a manner typical of the neo-Classical commercial towers 
of the 1890s. The facades of the two outer buildings, Nos. 60 and 64, are identical , 
while the central building is different in detailing though not in feeling. This 
diversity is handled in a completely symmetrical manner and in no way detracts 
from the cohesivehess of the three-building unit. 
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The storefronts, which are identical on all three buildings , are supported by 
extremely narrow though deep cast-iron pilasters. These pilasters are topped by 
an iron frieze outlined by an egg-and-dart molding and decorated with rosettes and 
leaf ornaments. Similar cast-iron pilasters are used to separate the upper window 
bays except on the seventh floor. 

The two identical facades at Nos. 60 and 64 are each flanked by ps'eudo-quoined 
piers that are interrupted only below the seventh floors by cornices projecting 
above terra-cotta plaques. The remaining floors are separated horizontally by 
elaborate floriated terra-cotta friezes that ext.end between the side piers. The 
seventh stories are composed of round-arched windows and stone columns rather . than 
square-headed windows and iron pilasters ·, as found on the. lower floors. : The .tops 
of these two upper floors are ernbellished ' byterra-~otta friezes incorporating . a 
repeated mask motif, above which are set · deep iron cornices supported on modillion 
blocks. · · · 

The lower floors of the central building are handled in a simpler manner. 
The side piers are completely smooth and the second through fifth floors are topped 
by simple narrow terra-cotta bandings. The upper three floors are separated by 
simple friezes formed by ~n ornamental brick pattern. The top floor of No. 62, 
however , provides a strong central emphasis for the three-building group with a 
pediment perched on two capped brackets above projecting brick pilasters. On either 
side of the pilasters, which flank paired windows, are similar pilaster~and-bracket 
units that form the two outside bays. 

No. 68-70 is an impressive neo-Grec cast-iron building located at the north­
east corner of Grand and ''!or.st er. This 1886-87 structure is the work of George 
Dacunha who was also the architect for the buildings at Nos. 72 and 74 Grand Street 
and 31 Greene Street. Of the four works by Dacunha remaining in the District, only 
No. 68-70 has a unique design. (The other three buildings were nearly identical to 
one another.) This lack of originality may well be explained by the fact that 
Dacunha was a builder as well as an architect. (He was listed in the Building 
Department Dockets of 1877 as being the builder of No. 89 Grand Street, designed . 
by William Hume. The previous year he had been listed as architect of No. 31 
Greene Street ,) Such a builder-architect would have tended to rely on stock cast­
iron pieces and concentrated his efforts on building techniques rather than origi-
nality in design. · · 

Yet, even if DaCunha's designs are frequently repetitive, they are all attrac­
tive examples of the neo-Grec style. No~ 68-70 is a five-story building with a 
width of six bays on its Grand Street cast-iron facade. (The Wooster facade has 
only t wo bays fronted by cast iron , the remainder being brick.) The storefront, · 
though greatly altered, still retains its original pilasters which have stylized 
capitals and are partially fluted on their upper section. Although incorporating 
the same elements, the end and center pilasters are slightly wider than the inter­
mediates. The same formula , with minor modifications, is also carried out on , 
the four upper floors. The floors are separated by ,cornices which a:re given added 
emphasis by the use of stylized terminal blocks above each of the three major 
pilasters. The building is capped by a high cornice line which rests upon paired 
concave brackets placeCl above the three wide pilasters. 

475-1 
#54-58 
(#337 W. B'way, northeast corner) · 
Listed on West Broadway 
6 bays on Grand 
CoMments : Ground floor filled in 

475-33 
#60 ' '' 

Commenced: 4/20/1895 
Complened : 4/29/1896 
Architect: Cleverdon & Putzel 
Originai Owner : John Clark 
Original Function : Store 
Facade : Iron, :brick, terra cotta, stone 
7 stories ; 4 bays 
Comments : Joint facade with #62 and #64,. 

identical to #64 
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475-32 
#62 
Commenced: 4/20/1895 
Completed: 4/29/1896 
Architect: Cleverdon & Putzel 
Original -Owner: John Clark 
Original Function: Store 
Facade : Iron, brick, terra cotta, stone 
7 stories: 4 bays 
Comments: Joint facade with #60 and #64 

475-30 
#66 
-Commenced : 6/4/1884 
Completed : 1/30/1885 
Architect: l'J. H. Hume 
Original Owner: Helina Asinare 
Original Function : Business purposes 
Facade : Iron 
5 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments· Some ornament missing . 

ground floor altered 

Wooster to Greene Street 

475'-31 
#64 
Commenced: 4/20/1895 
Completed: 4/29/1896 
Architect : Cleverdon & Putzel 
Original Owner: John Clark 
Original Function: Store 
Facade : Iron, brick, terra cotta, stone 
7 stories ; 4 bays 
Comments : Joint facade with #60 and #62, 

identical to #60 

475-28 
#68-70 
(#29 Ncioster, northwest corner) 
Commenced: 4/29/1886 
Completed: 1/24/1887 
Architect: George Dacunha 
Original Owner· Morris S. Hermann 
Driginal Function : Store 
Facade : Iron from Lindsay & Grafe Ironworks 
5 stories ; 6 bays 
Comments : Ground floor filled in 

The buildings which line the two sides of this block date primarily from the 
1870s and 1880s, the period. during which the area was at its peak of development. 
The only other structures are the 1907 building at No. 75-77 and a mid-20th century 
taxpayer at No. 76. Although three large buildings on the south side of the block 
have-masonry facades, cast~iron is still the predominant building material to be 
seen in this block. 

Sol_!__th -~ide: Block 229, Nos. 71-87 

No. 71-73 Grand Street, in conjunction with No. 28-30 t·Jooster Street, form an 
impressive and powerful corner facade interpreted in a neo-Grec manner. Although 
the three-bay section of the building, which is numbered No. 73 Grand, was built i n 
1879, the corner section was not added until 1888. It appears from alteration 
records that Mortimer C. Merritt, who was the architect for both the original con- ·· 
struction and the 1888 addition, added a completely new iron facade to the existin[ 
portion at the time that he extended the building . 

The ground floor of this f our-story building is divided by evenly spaced 
fluted Corinthian columns that rest on panelled bases. Between these columns are 
large plate glass show windows above molded spandrel panels. The ground floor is 
separated from the second level by a projecting cornice, as are all of the remaining 
floors. Each of these cornices is partitioned by decorative blocks which originally 
appeared at the end of the building , between the third and fourth bays and in paired 
groups on either side of the corner diagonal bay. (Today, several of these blocks 
are missing.) The bays on each of the floors are framed by smooth pilasters that 
are topped by stylized neo-Grec capitals that incorporate a paired stemmed motif 
in relief. An incised floral pattern also appears above each column. A final 
accent is achieved by the use .of relief panels placed above the fourth floor. They 
serve as a transition to the crowning cornice that incorporates paired, elongated 
brackets above each column and similarly elongated modillions. 

No. 83-87 is the Grand Street side of the 1872 building at the southwest corner 
of Greene Street that was designed by William Hume for James Fisher. The nine-
bay cast-iron facade on Grand Street of this five-story building is handled in a 
modified neo-Grec manner, identical to that on the Greene Street facade. The four 
lower floors of the building are outlined by quoins which are repeated as a demar-
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cation between the westerly three bay unit Jan addition added in 1883, and the re­
maining six bays. On the fifth floor, these quoins are replaced by panelled piers, 
topped by brackets. The bays on the ground floor are separated by cast-iron 
Corinthian columns, fluted on their lower section, above which is a modillioned 
cornice. The remaining four floors, each separated by a projecting cornice, repeat 
a uniform bay treatment consisting of smooth shafted columns with capitals that are 
decorated by three small evenly space& rosettes. The cohesive unity of this facade 
is appropriately accented at the roof line by a curved pediment, enframing the build­
ing date \;187211 , over the central -~wo · b'ays of the original part of the building and 
brackets above the remaining~ columns'. Between the 'brackets are frieze panels and 
modillions. ' · 

229-20 
#71-73 
(#28-30 ~ ·rooster, southeast corner) 
Commenced : 3/17/1879 
Completed : 7/29/1879 

229-22 
#75-77 
Completed : 1907 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: F. Schircharth 
Original Funtion : Store and loft 
Facade: Stone and iron 
6 stories ; 5 triple windows 

. ·,. Architect : Mortimer C. Merritt 
Original Owner: M. Eisemann 
0riginal Function: Store and loft 
Facade: Iron 
4 storeis ; 6 bays 
Comments: The above dates are for the 

#73 section. tn 1888, the building 
was extended to the : corrier, the • 
#71 section. The alt. architect 
was also Merritt. 

Comments: Roof cornice missing, ground floor 
ornament missing, window ornament mis­
sing. Iron from George -H; Toop Iron 
l'forks 

229-24 
#79 
Commenced : 6/24/1889 
Completed : 1/31/1890 
Architect: Oswald l'Jirz 

229-25 
#81 
Commenced : 1/7/1885 

· Completed : 7 /9/1885 
Architect: Schwazrnann & Buchanan 
Carpenter : John F. Moore Builder : J. G. l\Tallace 

Original Owner: S. F. & T. S. 
Original Function: Store 

Shortland Mason: J. & L. Weber 

Facade : Brick, terra cotta, stone 
5 stories : 4 bays 
Comments: Ground floor partially 

bricked in 

229-26 
#83-87 
(Southwest corner Greene) 
Commenced: 6/3/1872 
Completed : I0/30/1872 
Architect: 11rm. Hume 
Builder: Louis Scudder 
~riginal Owner : James Fisher 
Original Function : Store 
Facade : Iron, from Lindsay, Grafe 

& Meguier 
5 stories ; 9 bays 
Comments : The section at #83 is an 1883 

extension to the 1872 building. 

Original Owner : George Theiss 
Original Function : Store 
Facade: Brick, stone, iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 

. ' .• 
: ,• 
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North Side : Block 475 (east part), Nos. 72-88 

475-61 
#72 
(#36-38 \Vooster, northeast corner) 
Commenced: 3/27/1885 
Completed: 5/22/1886 
Architect: George Dacunha 
Original Owner: VJm. W. l'Jinans 
Original Function : Store 
Facade : Iron 
1 story; 3 bays 
Comments: Building cut from 5 stories 

in 1938. Originally, it must 
have been very similar to No. 74 
and No. 31 Greene Street in style. 

' 475-59 ' 
#76 
Completed '. 1955 · 
Function: Taxpayer 
Facade : 3rick 
1 story : 2 bays 

475-56 
#30-88 
(#33-35 Greene, northwest corner) 
Commenced : 4/25/1373 
~omnleted: 12/23/1873 
Architect : B. i'!. warner 
Builder: 1·Jeeks Bros. 
'!riginal 'Jwner : Alexander J. Cotherl 
Original Function · Store 
Facade : Iron and stone 
5 stories ; 12 bays 
Comments : Ground floor partially 

bricked in 

Greene to Mercer Street 

475-60 
#74 
Commenced: 6/29/1835 
Completed: 1/28/1886 
Architect : George Dacunha 
Original Owner: Ambrose Kingsland 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments : This facade is identical to #31 

Greene Street . 

475-58 -
#78 
Commenced : 8/26/1881 
Completed :· 12/30/1832 
Architect~ qobert Mook 
nriginal nwner · F. A. Kursheedt 
'"lriginal Function : Store 
Facade : Iron, from Lindsay, Grafe & r.1eguier 
5 stories· 3 bays 

Six of the nine buildings on this block date from the 1860s, which is an un­
usua lly high percentage for that decade on Grand Street. Two of these early build­
ings, Nos. 91 and 93 which were desi~ned jointly by J. B. ~nook in 1869, have the 
only fully cast-iron .facades on the block. All others, however , incorporate small 
amounts or cast iron. lfos. 95 and 104 , rlating from the early l J80s, are Roman­
esque in character , while the buildings from the 1860s reflect a French Renaissance 
fl avor and the building from 1877 located at No. 89 echoes the neo-Grec mode. 

South Si de : Block 230 , Nos. 89-105 

Nos. 91 and 93 , though two separate buildings, share the same four-story 
cast-lron facade d:lvided merely by a break in the roof cornice. They were both 
designed in 1869 by J. B. Snook . An unusually simple treatnent was empl-0yed in 
fabricating this f acade which has a total width of forty feet (twenty feet per 
building ,) upon which there are spaced six windows on each floor of the two-building 
unit. The storef ront i s di vided into bays by slender panelled pilast ers that ar e 
capped by stylized Doric capita ls. The openings between these pilasters allow for 
doors which are placed within the central bay of each of the three-bay units and a 
large show window in each of the side bays. The three upper stories, which are 
separated f rom the storef ront by a proj ecting cornice, are handled in a manner 
very unusual f or cast iron, especia lly during this period. Rather than imitating 
an intr icat P Italianat e or French Second Empire marble f acade, Snook used cas t iron 
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• on this 1mildin:i: to copy a .fr.r sin:r ler .,/ernncular structure with ashlar walls , 
r ierced by segmental-arched windows ' and topped by a sinple cornice~ Since a mason­
ry bearing wall was necessary in any case· to support such a cas·t-iron facade, it 
would seem that the use .of simple stone blocks and stone lintels and sills would 
have been as quick and· as cheap to build as this cast-iron simulation. 

230-25 
#89 
(#36 Greene, southeast corner) 
Commenced : 5/21/1877 
Completed: 10/25/1877 
Architect: Wm. Hul'le 
Builder : G. l'! . Dacunha 
Original Owner : Rosalie Steinhardt 
Original Function : Store 
Facade : Iron, brick, stone 
5 stories ; 3 bays 

230-27 
#93 
Conunenced: 7/12/1869 
Completed : 11/30/1869 
Architect : J. B. Snook 
Original Owner '. John D. Wendel 
nriginal Function : Store 
Facade : Iron from J. L. Jackson 

Iron !>.Jerks 
4 stories ; 3 bays 
Coilli~ents : Joint facade with #91 

230-30 
#97-105 
(# 35 Mercer, southwest co:rner) 
Completed: 1867 
Archaitect : Unknown 
Original Owner : Amos Eno 
Original Function : Store 
Facade : Stone and iron 
5 stories ~ 11 bays 

230-26 
#91 
Commenced: 7/12/1869 
Completed: 11/30/1869 
Architect : J. B. Snook 
Original Owner: S. Childs 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron from J. L. Jackson Iron Norks 
4 stories ; 3 bays 
Com.~ents: Joint facade with #93 

' 230-28 
#95 
Completed : 1882 
Architect : Unknown 
Original Owner : W. Boyd 
Original Function: Store 
Facade : Brick and iron 
5 stories; 4 windows 

North Side: Block 474 (west part) , Nos. 90:.104 

No. 90-94 is a handsome five-story stone structure located on the northeast 
corner of Grand and ·Greene Street. This 1867 building, which incorporates a cast­
iron storefront supported .by ·Corinthian columns, is an outstanding example of the 
transitional style from the Italianate to French modes that was typical of the period 
as a whole and specifically of Griffith Thomas, the architect for this building. 
In this design Thomas used a broad characteristically Italianate pediment atop the 
bracketed roof cornice and recessed panels oelow the second story windows that sim­
ulate balustrades. Th.e segment~l-arched windows on each of the nine bays of the 
upper floor , are, hoi'>'ever, a distinctively French feature. Other stylistic element s 
of the building are the simple Doric pilasters separating each bay, cornices sepa­
rating each floor 1011Tel and quoin lines flanking the Grand Street facade. 
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474-26 
#90-94 
(#38-40. Greene, northeast corner) 
Commenced: 1867 
Architect: Griffith Thomas 
Original Owner: Ann Howard, leased to 

D. Appleton & Co. 
Original Function : Store and ware-

house 
Facade: Stone and iron 
5 stories : 9 bays 
Comments: Iron from tlichol & 

Billerwell Iron Horks 

474-22 
#100-102 
Commenced: 1868 
Architect: B. n. Warner 
nriginal Owner : Elliot Cowdin 
nriginal Function : Store and loft 
Facade: Marble, ashlar, iron -
6 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Ground floor filled in . 

Joint facade with #96-98 except 
for addition of one story and 
back of an attic 

Mercer Street _to Braodway 

474-22 
#96-98 
Commenced : 1868 
Architect: B. W. Warner 
Original Owner · Elliot Cowdin 
Original Function: Store and loft 
Facade· Marble, ashlar, iron 
5 stories with attic; 6 bays 
Comments'. Ground floor partially filled in . 

Joint facade with #100-102 except for 
height and attic treatment . 

474-21 
#104 
(# 37 Iforcer, northwest corner) 
Commenced : 8/22/1883 
Completed: 1/31/19>84 
Architect: Julius Kashner 
Orieinal Owner: James Bearns 
Original Function: Store 
Facade : Brick, iron, stone 
5 stories; 3 bays 

Currently , the only two buildings on this block of Grand Street are those which 
occupy the er.tire south side ; the north side is a gigantic parking lot with a 
depth of over one hundred feet. The block still commands ones attention, however, 
through the power of the facades on the south. The 1881-82 building at the corner 
of Mercer, executed in a modified French classical style, covers 87 feet, while the 
remaining 113 feet of the block are occupied by the Grand Street facade of a five­
story corner building executed in 1860-61. 

South. Side : Block 231 (north part) j Nos. 107-119 

No. 115-119, the Grand Street side of a building which also faces No. 459-461 
Broadway, is an impressive late Italianate stone structure which was designed by 
Thomas Suffein and erected in 1860-61. 1'Tith the exception of the ground floor 
storefront, which has been completely altered within recent years, the thirteen 
bays on each of the four upper floors are treated with a repetition of round-arched 
windows framed by smooth shafted engaged columns with stylized Composite capitals. 
0nly the windows of the end and center bays are emphasized by means of a frame of 
rusticated masonry. These bays are further accented by the use of pilasters 
rather than columns , which are flanked on the fifth floor in a distinctive manner 
by panelled stone piers. Other facade elaborations include modified brackets below 
each column at the third and fourth floor levels and a row of <lentils at the fifth. 
The building is terminated by a handsome stone cornice supported on simple paired 
brackets with frieze panels and closely spaced <lentils. 
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231-26 
#107-113 
(#32 Mercer, southeast corner) 
Com.~enced : 6/21/1881 
Completed : 5/32/1882 
Architect· Thomas Stent 
Bui Ider: Marc Eidli tz 
0riginal Owner: t~n . Astor 
Original Function : Store 
Facade: Iron, brick, stone 
8 stories; 11 bays 
Comments : The three bays section 

nearest Mercer was added in 1899 ~ 
the top 2 floors were added in 
1906. Iron from Heurelmann & 
Co. Iron Works 

231-30 
#115-119 
(#459-461 B'way, southwest corner) 
Co.rnmenced: 1860 
Completed : 1861 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Thomas Suffein 
Original Function ·. Store 
Facade : Stone and iron 
5 stories; 13 bays 

North Side: Block 474 (east part), Nos. 106-118 

The vacant lot which fills the north side of this block is the previous loca­
tion of the elegant 1858-59 Lord & Taylor store designed by Griffith Thomas which 
remained standing until November 19, 1960 when it was destroyed by fire. 

474-38 to 45 
#106-118 
(Northeast corner Mercer, 
northwest corner Broadway) 

PARKING LOT 

Broadway to Crosby Street 

This block is characterized by diversity. Its oldest building, No. 125, 
dates from the Federal period, while its immediate neighbor, No. 123, was completed 
in 1896. Another early structure , No. 127, was built in 1835-36 in a modified 
Greek Revival manner and is one of only two Greek Revival structures left within tha 
Historic District. The remaining buildings on the block date fro~ 1861 and 1879-80 . 

In addition to this spread of dates, there is variety in building sizes and 
facade materials. None of the buildings are the same height, even though Nos. 125 
and 127 both have four stories. (The floor heights of No . . 127 are ·:proportionately 
higher.) The others are five, six and nine stories tall. Only .one of the five 
buildings on the block is fronted entirely by cast iron, while the four .masonry 
structures range from the simple brick treatment of the two. early buildings to the 
use of Roman brick and terra cotta on the tum-of-the-century commercial tower. 

South Side : Block 232, Nos. 123-131 

No. 129-131 is a stately five-story French Renaissance structure, completed · 
in 1861, located at the .· southwest corner of Grand and . Crosby that was designed by 
an unknown architect. The six-bay width of the Grand Street facade utilizes cast 
iron for the storefront and stone facing for the four upper floors, while the 
seven bays on the Crosby Street side is simply executed in brick except for the first 
bay from the corner which is a continuation of the main facade. The panelled 
pilasters of the cast-iron storefront each have a Corinthian capital and three 
applied medallions, a formula very common for the period. The stone upper facade 
is effective though simple in its use of flanking quoins and evenly spaced seg­
mental-arched windows with plain lintels and sills. The cast-iron cornice rests 
upon f loriated brackets that are paired at the side and the center and single above 
the intermediate piers. The cornice is further ornamented by simple block modillion~ 
and frieze panels between the brackets. 
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232-12 
#123 
(#458 B'way, southeast corner) 
Listed on B'way 
21 bays on Grand 

232-14 
#127 
Commenced: 1834 
Completed : 1835 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner : James Vincent 
Original Function: Dwelling 
Facade: Brick and iron 
4 stories .: 3 windcws 

232-13 
#125 
Commenced: 1825 
Completed: 1826 
Architect : Unknown 
Original 0wner: Thomas T. i·Joodruf f 
Original Function: Dwelling 
Facade: Brick and iron 
4 stories ; 4 windows 

232-15 
#129-131 
(#20 Crosby, southwest corner) 
Completed : 1861 
Architect : Unknown 
Original Owner: Henry Cruger 
0riginal Function: Store 
Facade: Stone and iron 
5 stories; 6 bays 
CoJllJllents : Ground floor cornice covered 

with sign 

North Side : Block 473, (west part) Nos. 120-132 

473-1 
#120-132 
(#462-468 B'way, northeast corner, 
northwest corner Crosby) 

Listed on B'way and Crosby 
24 bays on Grand 
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Greene Street, originally surveyed in 1787, was named after the Revolution­
ary War hero, General Npthaniel Greene. It begins in what was originally the 
Anthony Rutgers an~ Abijah Hammond Farms and rontinues through the Nicholas 
Bayard West Farm an:d then out of the District. It was opened for deve I opment 
in the first decad~ of the nineteenth century. 

Canal to Grand Street 

In al I but a few instances, the bui I dings on both sides of the block have 
cast-iron facades and, without exception, there are. cast- i ran deta i Is on every 
bui I ding. The dominant influences seen in these bu'ildings originate in various 
French styles. Almost half of the structures were erected in the early 1870s; 
most of the rest in the late 1870s and early 1880s. ~ne bui I ding is as early as 
1869 and one as late as 1894-95. 

West Side: Block 229, Nos. 15-31 

No. 23-25 is a striking five-story bui I ding, executed in a derivative 
F~&nch Renaissance manner crowned by a pediment set directly over the two 
central bays. The various cast-iron moldings are executed with degree of bold­
ness, giving a strong, almost regal character to the bui I ding. The bays are 
separated by partially fluted projecting columns, each topped by a stylized 
Corinthian capital. The perfect symmetry of the cornice I ine and pediment 
accent the uniform character of the bui I ding without destroying its formality. 
Although the brackets and modi I I ions are relatively heavy, their designs are 
simple and do not overpower the rosettes in the center of the frieze panels. 

The architect, I. F. Duckworth, was responsible for two other buildings 
(Nos. 28-30 and 32) across the street. He created for each bui I ding an atmos­
phere worthy. of a great commercial palace, but in this specific case it was 
achieved with fewer elaborations. 

No. 31 is a building that is of interest not only for its fine detai I ing in 
the neo-Grec manner, but also for its documentation. The February 24, 1877 
issue of American Architect and Bui I ding News carried two plates showing the 
elevation and detai Is for this cast-iron facade. These i I lustrations, pub I ished 
four months after the completion of the bui I ding, are exact in every detai I. 
An interesting discrepancy arises concerning the architect. Although George W. 
Dacunha was I isted as the architect in the City Dockets, G. W. Romeyn was 
credited with the design in American Architect and Bui I ding News. The Dacunha 
attribution is supported, however,by the fact that he designed a twin facade at 
No. 74 Grand Street in 1885-86. 

Regardless of its designer, this iron facade is both pleasing and impress­
ive. The three square-topped bays on each of the five floors are separated by 
slender free-standing columns with Corinthian capitals and modified entablature 
blocks. The bui I ding is flanked by pi !asters accented by neo-Grec terminal 
blocks .at the cornice level between each floor. A striking effect is created 
on the entablature by the repeated motif of a rosette alternating with a narrow 
concave bracket. 

The future of No. 31 Greene Street appears to -be endangered. The bui I ding, 
which is in a sad state of disrepair, is currently for sale or rent. 
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229-1 
#7-13 
Original bui~ding demolished, 
now a parking lot~ 

229-34 
#19-21 
Commenced: 10/20/1871 
Completed: 4/29/1872 
Architect: Henry .Fernbach 
Bui Ider: Joseph Thomps6n 
Original Owner: S(mon Strahlheim 
Original Function: Store & warehouse 
Fa ca de: Iron 
6 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Good condition, but some 

rustication elements on end piers 
are missing, stoop added. 

229-31 
#27 

. Commenced: 2/3/ 187 I 
Completed: 4/8/1871 
Architect: Wi I l lam Jose 
Original Owner: N. Grarl 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brick with iron columns 

and pi I asters 
4 stori~s; 3 bays 
Comments: Good condition, ground -

floor alterations 

229-29 
#31 ; 

Commenced: 4/10/1876 
Completed: 10/12/1876 
Archite~t: George W. Dacunha 

229-36 
''#15-17 
Commenced: 9/5/1894 
Com·p I eted: 7 /25/ 1895 
Architect: Samuel A. Warner 
Carpenter: Samuel McGuire · 
Mason: Richard Dervas & Son 
Original Owner: Presbytery of New York, 

Warren Van Norden, Treasurer 
Original Function: Warehouse 
Facade: Iron, from Cornell Iron vJorks 
6 star i es; 6 bays · 
Comments: Good condition, doors' and 

ground~f loor windows replaced. 

229-32 
#23-25 
Commenced: 7/10/1872 
Completed: 2/28/ I 873 · 
Architect: I. F. Duckworth 
Orig i na I Owner: J. E. · Hyams . 
Original Function: Store and warehouse. 
Facade: Iron, from Aetna Iron Works 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comm~nts: Good condition, doors · replaced. 

B~ses of pi last~rs on gro~~d floor 
altered when stoop was added. 

229-30 
#29 
Commenced: 12/10/1877 
Completed: 3/23/1878 
Architect: J. Webb & Son 
Carpenter: J. Webb & Son 
Mason: J. Webb & Son 

. Original Owner: Mrs. Gibbons 
Function: Store 
Facade: Iron with brick above and behind 

remaining facade. 
4 stories originally, now reduced to 

• · 2; 3 bays · 
Comments: Remaining ironwork in fair 

condition, .but who I e bu i Id i ng suffers 
greatly from alterations. 

229-26 
(#83-87 Grand - southwest corner) 
Listed on Grand 
12 bays on Greene 

Original Owner: A. C. Kingsland & Sons 
Original Function: Store and warehouse 
Fa cad~: . t ron . 
5 st9ries; 3 · bays 
Comments: Ornament missing, ground-

f loor alterations but iron intact. 
Identical building at 74 Grand. 

East Side: Block 230, Nos. 8-34 

No. 28-30, also by Duckworth, and the most powerful building on the block~ 
derives its force from the projecting central bays and mansard roof. The 
columns which separate the bays and the free-standing columns of the projecting 
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central bays give the facade a three-dimensional quality. The broken pediment 
which crowns the central bays is echoed by the broken pediment of the paired 
windows of the dominant middle dormer above it. This dormer is flanked by 
single-windowed dormers with pediments and finials. These elements combi~ed 
with the mansard roof, an extravagant derivation of the French Second Empire 
style, create a unique feature in the District and the City. 

No. 32, which is also in the French manner and the third Duckworth design 
on the block, complements its southern nei ghbor. Although at No. 28-30 he 
emphasized the dormers on the mansard roof with engaged columns and elaborate 
pediments, here much of the emphasis is on the cornice and its underlying 
frieze and architrave. The curved terminal pediment over the projecting central 
bays emphasizes the vertical dimensions of the bui I ding. 

230-9 
#2-6 
(#329-33 Canal - northeast corner) 
Listed on Canal 
9 bays on Greene 

230-13/14 
#10-12-14 
Commenced: 6/27/1869 
Completed: 12/20/1869 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Bui Ider: Moon & Bryant 
Original Owner: T. Lewis & B. H. Day 
Original Function: Store & warehouse 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 8 bays 
Comments: Good condition, stoop added 

and some iron cut away from ground 
-floor piers. 

230-:-16 
# 18 
Commenced: 5/23/1882 
Completed: 4/30/1883 
Architect: Samuel A. Warner 
Carpenter: John Masterton 
Bui Ider: John Masterton 
Original Owner: \'Jilliam Gill 
Original Function: Warehouse 
Facade: Iron 
6 stories; 3 bays 
Comme nts: Sound structurally but 

rusting, openings cut through iron 
on ground floor, doors replaced~ 
stoop added. 

230-12 
#8 
Commenced: 10/17/1883 
Completed: 4/30/1884 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Mason: John Demarest 
Original Owner: Trustees of Louis 

Lori I lard 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron with brick corner piers. 

Iron from A. J. Campbel I Iron ~Yorks. 
6 stortes; 3 bays 
Comments: Good condition, door replaced 

but original shutters remain. 

230-15 
#16 
Commenced: 5/23/1882 
Completed: 4/30/1883 
Architect: Samuel \'Jarner 
Bui Ider: John Masterton 
Original Owner: Henry Adams 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
6 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Sound structurally, but rusting, 

doors replaced, stoop added. 

230-17/19 
#20-26 
Commenced: 5/19/1880 
Completed: 12/31/1880 
Architect: Samuel Warner 
Carpenter: John Sniffen 
Mason: Richard Deeves 
Original Owner: Samuel lnslee 
Original Function: Warehouse 
Facade: Iron 
6 stories; 10 bays 
Comments: Good condition, but a few iron 

pieces warped or broken, stoop added 
shor·lening hases o f g1 ·01111d- floor 
piers. 
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230-20 
1128-30 
Commenced: I 1/25/1872 
Completed: 8/29/1873 
Architect: I. F. Duckworth 
Builder: J. Conover 
Original Owner: Picaut, Simon & Capel 
Original Function: Warehouse 
Facade: Iron 
6 stories; 6 bays 
Comments; Good condition, doors 

replaced, stoop added. 

230-23 
1134 
Commenced: 3/20/1873 
Completed: 8/29/1873 
Architect: Charles Wright 
Carpenter! J. J. Riceman 
Mason: J. C. Springsted 
Original Owner: Julius Leopold 
Orig i na .I Fu net ion: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: Good condition, doors 

replaced, stoop added, 
shortening bases of ground­
f loor piers. 

Grand to Broome Street 

230-22 
1132 
Commenced: 4/14/1873 
Completed: 9/29/1873 
Architect: I. F. Duckworth 
Bui Ider: John Masterton 
Originat Owner: Isaac W. Hdw 
Original Function: Store & warehouse 
Facade-: Iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Good condition, doors 

replaced, stoop added 
shortening bases of 
ground-floor columns. 

230-25 
1136 
(1189 Grand - southwest corner) 
Listed on Grand 
7 Bays on Greene 

One can visualize the chronological deve .lopment of various early commercial 
architectural styles found in the Historic District by looking down this block 
with its twelve stores and warehouses, seven of which were bui It during the 
1860s or before. Eight of the bui I dings have masonry facades with iron detail­
ing, while the remaining four have complete iron facades. 

West Side: Block 475 (east part), Nos. 33-55 

No. 45 combines n~o-Grec detai Is in the repetitive manner typical of the 
cast-iron architecture of the District. - With minor exceptions on the first 
and second floors, al I of the three-bay units on each of the six floors are 
identical. This type of architect-ural solution reduced the time and effort ' 
expended by the architect, enabling hinF tO uti I ize stock 'pieces and extend his 
bui I dings to nearly any length· without de~:i'igning them around a focus. This 
practice not on I y saved time but al so money - two major advantages of th_e cast­
i ron technique. 

The facad~ is flanked by projecting pi last~rs that are separated between 
each floor by a ful I entablature extending across the bui !ding. Both the 
pilasters and columns are topped by Ionic capitals. Another repeated motif is 
the egg-and-dart molding found above each window. The only unique features of 
the facade are the deep column base blocks and connecting panels and a scrolled 
grill-work strip that serves as an architrave above the first floor. The 
building is topped by a very simple cornice line with regularly spaced modi I lions 
and end brackets. 
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475-56 
#33-35 
(#80-88 Grand, northwest corner) ­
L isted on Grand 
8 bays on Greene 

4 75-52 
#45 

I :,.· . • 

· Commenced: 10/1/1882 
Completed: 12/30/1882 
Architect: J. Morgan Slade 
Origir~I Owner: Edward W. Tai !er 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
6 stories; 3 bays 

4 75-49 
1/51 
Commenced: 1853 
Completed: 1854 
Architect: Unknown 

. Original Owner: Homer Bostwick 
Original Function: Store ·& lofts 
Facade: Brick & iron 
6 stories; 4 bays 

475-47 
#55 
(#469-475 Broome, southwest corner) 
Listed on Broome 
6 bays on Greene 

475-.53/54 
//37-:43 
Commenc~d: 8/23/1883 

. Comp I efed: 2/28/ 1884 
Architect: Richard Berger 
Original Owner: Nathan, Schwab & Kayser 
Original Function: Store 

· Facade: Iron 
6 stories; 10 bays 
Comments: Original cornice removed 

475-50 
//47-49 
Comp I eted: 1866. 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: H. J. Howard 
Original Function: Store & lofts 
Facade: Brick & iron 
6 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Ground-floor alterations 

475-48 
1153 
Commenced: 1867 
Comp I eted: 1867 
Architect: Louis Burger 
Original Owner: Wm . H. Gunther 
Original Function: Store & storehouse 
Facade: Brick & iron 
6 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: Original condition except 

for attic addition. 

East Side: Block 474(west part), Nos. _38-54 

No. 42-44, bui It in 1868-69 for H. J. Howard, is a stone bui I ding with 
restrained French Renaissance detai I lng. The iron storefront, somewhat more 
ornate than the upper floors, has fluted columns and panel led pilasters, al I 
which are topped by Corinthian capitals. Both the column and pi laster shafts 
are decorated by a medal I ion motif. This ground floor facade continues onto the 
next bui I ding, No. 46-50, which had been bui It by the Howard family nearly a 
decade earlier. Although no alteration application exists that indicates when 
the common facade was added, it must have been at the time No . 42-44 was bui It 
or shortly after. 

The strong cornice I ines and relative flatness of the upper stories give 
No. 42-44 a horizontality, slightly relieved by the verticality of the low 
projecting central bays that are topped at the roof I ine by a pediment. The 
bays are defined by plain pi !asters that are terminated by simple capitals 
below the top window line. Upon these capitals rest the side members of the 
curved, drop I intels. The bui I ding is fJanked by simple panel led piers. The 
pedimented entablature, with its heavy brackets and bold projection, provides 
a strong terminatioh. 

No. 46-50, un Ii ke its southern neighbor with whom i't shares a common 
ground floor facade, ~merges flamboyantly with co~plex ' detail1ng that borders 
on the baroque. The second floor, the most i nvo I ved a1 ·clii I ectura I I y, pos~esses 

a strong horizontal ity. This is achieved not only by the iron enlahlature 
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above the ground floor and the stone cornice that divides the brick second and 
third floors, but also by horizontal bands between the bays connecting the 
panel led pi laster bases and plain capitals. The outstanding characteristic on 
the second floor is the smal I stone pediment that rests upon a bracket formation; 
also of stone, above each window. Although this unit forms a strong silhouette, 
its only non-architectonic elements are tw0 srnal I volutes on either side of the 
pediment bracket. Similar window un ·its executed in cast iron rather than stone, 
were pub I ished five years later in Daniel Badger's catalogue, I I lustrations of 
Iron Architecture Made .Qy the Arch i tectura I Iron Works of the City of ~ York, 

The hand I ing of the fenestration on .tJ1e third and fourth floors is more 
ornamental but less powerful than that. o~ the second. Each window, framed by 
a simple square-headed stone architrave with a slight inset on either side, is 
topped by a stone pedi~eht in -the neo-Grec manner that is composed of two 
volutes with an antef ix at the peak. These upper floors are also separated by 
projecting stone cornices, continuing the horizontal ity of the lower floors. 
As in No. 42-44, the hor i zonta I movement is somewhat contrad i cte·d by a s Ii ght 
projection of the central bays. On the fifth floor the windows 'e~e simply out-
1 ined by a molded enframement. The bui !ding must have originally been ·capped 
by an interesting cornice, but it is missing today. · 

474-26 
1138-40 
(§90-94 Grand, northeast corner) 
Listed on Grand 
I I bays on Greene 

474-1 
#46-50 
Completed: 1860 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Ann Howard 
Original Function: Store & warehouse 
Facade: Brick, iron storefront 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Shares ground-floor facade 

with #42~44, bui I dings later 
joined. 

474-7 
#54 
(#465-467 
Listed on 
9 bays on 

Broome, southeast corner) 
Broome 
Greene 

Broome to Spring Streets 
. ! 

474-1 
#42-44 
Completed: 7/19/1869 
Architect: Griffith Thomas 
Bui Ider: Marc Eid I itz 
Original Owner: H. J. Howard 
Original Function: Store & warehouse 
Facade: Stone, iron storefront 

& cornice 
5 stories; 6 bays 
cOmments: Originally leased by D. 

Appleton & Co. Shares ground-floor 
facade with #46-50. 

474-6 
1152 
Comp I eted: 1867 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: H. J. Howard 
Original Function: Warehouse 
Facade: Brick & iron ground floor 
6 stories or ig inally, 3 current; 3 bays 

. . . 

The hei.ght' of "the development of .cast-:-iron ar~hitecture is represented in . 
this block by tpe large number of bui ldin!;ls dating from the 1870s as wet I as 
the frequent appearance of the work of Henry Fernbach, one of the leading 
architects working in cast iron at thi s time. Out of the twent y-one individual 

. ! ' 
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facades on the block, thirteen are completely of iron, and al I but one of the 
remaining masonry facades have some iron detailing, 

West Side: Bl ock 486, Nos. 57-85 

Nos. 65 and ~ 67 present a phenomenon found occasionally in the Distri~t. 
The two buUdings form a cohesive unit; they are identical except for their 
cornices • . lhey were also commenced and completed on exactly the same dates. 
Yet; they are· attributed to two different architects, J. B. Snook and Henry 
Fernbacb, both of whom were wel I known and highly respected. This degree of 
colncidenc~ ,may be explained by the tact that iron works had stock pieces which 
couid be co~bined at wi I I by the architects as wel I as pieces which were made 
specifically _for one bui !ding. In this instance Snook and Fernbach may ?ave 
mutual1y agre~d on the stock pieces that were to be used and the manner 1n 
whi~h they ~ouJd be organized. The question sti I I remains, however, as to who 
designed th'e iron units composing the facade. Although, it is impossible to 
make a definite -attribution considering the lack of documented evidence, it 
seems most prob~ble that the designs came from the pen of an architect or 
draftsman employed by the iron works rather than elt~er of the two architects 
whose .nam~s are associated with the specific projects,. Not only does it seem 
un~sual that one of these two prominent a~chitects wo~J~ bow to the wishes of 
the ~ther, there is some prbof that one of them used stock pieces at times. 
Although there are no extant bui I dings ih the Dlstr.ict that incorporate the 
capital used for Nos. 65 and 67, there are cases where an iron member on a 
facade by one architect Is found on the work of another. For example, the 
ornamental abacus of the capitals on F. C. Graef's 1870-71 bui !ding at No. 9-13 
Mercer Street is identical to the ones used by Ferbach at No. 69-71 Greene 
Street in 1,876-77 and No. 102 Greene Street in 1880-81. 

The two-bui !ding unit is organized on a repetitive bay plan which is 
typical of cas.t-iron bui !dings in the District. The columns on the ground and 
upper floors, forming the vertical separations of the .bays, have smooth shafts 
with capitals decorated by vertical rectangular relief forms on the necking, a 
characteristic seen frequently on cast-iron buJ I dings executed in the nee-Gree 
mode, The only variation of this column form is the greater length of the shaft 
dn the ground floor. The horizontal separations are created by projecting 

' cornices between each floor. The two-building unit is flanked by sty I ized iron 
quoins with decorative terminal blocks at·the cornice llne between each floor 
and double brackets at the top. It is interesting to note that there is no 
quoin I in.e or other division between No. 65 and No. 67_, strongly confirming tha t 
the tw6 bui l~ings were designed as a pair. Although today there is no antefix 
above the dtiuble brackets on the north side as there is on the south, there 
inust have been one originally. The only other variation between the detai Is on 
the two facades is that No. 67 has modi I lions a~d brackets along the entablature 
while No. 65 has not. .. 1 

No. 79 was bui It by Alexander McBurney as a dwel I ing house in 1838, a 
period when this was a residential district. As the area began to change 
character in the 1860s and 1870s, however, many former residences were altered 
to satisfy the nee.ds of a commercia I center -- a process that is being reversed 
today when many former commercial bui I dings are being converted into artists' 
studio-residences. When No. 79 was a I tere.d in 1874 1 not on I y was an add it i ona I 
brick fronted floor added but also an iron cornice and ground floor facade. 
The additiqn at the street level is comprised of square columns with panel led 
shafts and capitals with rosettes and an egg-and-dart molding. Upon the columns 
rests an iron entablature with decorative terminal blocks. The brick wal I of 
the upper three stories is relieved by simple stone I intels and si I Is. The 
bui !ding is capped by an iron entablature with a panel led frieze, simple 
modi I lions and large side brackets • 

. : 
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486-32 
(11470 Broome, northwest corner) 
Listed 6n Broome 
10 bays on Greene 

486-27 
#65 
Commenced: 7/15/1872 
Completed: 2/28/1873 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Original Owner: George L. Ronalds 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Identical facade and dates 

as 1167, but different architect. 

486-25 
1169-71 
Commenced: 6/12/1876 
Completed: 1/31/1877 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Builder: Amos Woodruff & Sons 
Original Owner: Rothchild 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron, from Cornet I Iron Works 
5 stories; 5 bays 
Comments: This building originally had 

not only an identical facade to 
its neighbor 1173, but was bui It 
at exactly the same time by the 
same architect for the same owner. 
They however were and are sti I I 
considered to be separate build­
ings. 

486-22 
1175 
Commenced: 6/22/1876 
Completed: 1/31/1877 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Builder: Amos Woodruff 
Original Owner: M. & S. Sternberger 
Orig j na I Fund· t on: S-tore 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: This bui I ding has the same 

completion dates and architect as 
No. 69-71 and No. 73, yet it had 
a different owner and its facade 
is slightly differ ent. 

486-28 
1157-63 
Commenced: 5/23/1876 
Completed: 1/31/1877 
Architect: Edward H. Kendel I 
Criginal Owner: E. Oelbermann & Co. 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brick, stone and iron 

(iron from Corne I I Iron Works) 
6 stories; 9 bays 
Comments: Occupied by E. Oelbermann 

& Co., dry-goods commission merchants 
(discussed on p. 819 of King's 
Handbook of 1892.) The building 
stands on the site of the old 
Greene Street Methodist Church. 

486-26 
1167 
Commenced: 7/15/1872 
Completed: ,2728/1873 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Carpenter: George Springstead 
Mason: Amos Woodruff 
Original Owner: Archer & Penobscor Co. 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Identical facade and dates 

as 1165, but different architect. 

486-23 
1173 
Commenced: 6/12/1876 
Completed: 1/31/1877 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Builder: Amos Woodruff & Sons 
Original Owner: Rothchi Id 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron, from Corne I I Iron Works 
5 stories; 5 bays 
Comments: Identical to 1169-71. Original 

iron cornice replaced by brick. 

486-21 
1177 
Commenced: 6/13/1878 
Completed: I 1/30/1878 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Builder: Amos Woodruff. 
Original Owner: H. & S. Me inhar d 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
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486-20 
#79 

.. Comp I eted: 1838 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Alexander McBurney 
Original Functitin: Owe! I ing hous~; 

altered later for store 
Facade: Brick and iron 
3 stories originally, 4 current; 

3 bays 
Comments: Altered in 1874 (alt. #1251) 

for use as store, peaked roof 
flattened, story added, iron 
storefront. added. 

486-17 
#83-;85 

, (#!28~132 Spring, southwest corner) 
Listed .on Spring 
No bay division 
-Comment's: Stephen C. Foster I i ved 
· · with his family in an earlier 

building at No. 83 in 1860. 

East Side: Block 485, Nos. 56-86 

486-19 
#81 
Commenced: 6/6/1877 
Completed: I 1/21/1877 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Carpenter: McGui\e & Sloan 
Mason: Amos Woodruff & Sons 
Original Owner: D. L. Einstein 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 

No. 62-64, one of nine bui I dings by Fernbach on this block, is one of his 
· · finest in the entire District. The facade combines several impressive classical 

French e I ements into a very state I y, open composition. A I though the size of H:e 
bays is relatively constant, variety and emphasis is achieved through the use of 
panels, balustrades, projecting s ide bays and a curved pediment. The ground 
floor is composed of square and circular engaged columns that are fluted on 

.. thei'r: lower sections and topped by Ionic capitals. The remaining floors, each 
·separated by a ful I entablature, incorporate Tuscan columns that separate the 
four central bays. The two flanking bays are emphasized by their slight pro­
jection and framing pi !asters, fluted at the top. Even though these elements 
are repeated on each level, the second floor is distinguished by high column 
bases connected by decorative panels under the central bays and balusters be low 
the projecting tlanking bays. The root entablature adds an impressive accent 
to the bui I ding with its ornamental double brackets above the supporting col ­
umns. The root line is further elaborated by modil I ions and frieze pane ls with 
recessed molding and central rosettes. The cornice is crowned by a restrained 
curved pediment encompassing the date "1872." 

,. \A/he;i cons.i der i ng this bu i Id i·ng it i s a I so interesting to note the e:ist- iron 
goose-neck street I ight directly in front of it. This is one of the few such 
·1 ights installed in the late 19th century that ar~ left in the City. 

No.72, one of Duckworth's ·masterful Jro~ "commercial palaces," has 
affectionately been referred to in r ecent times as the "the king of Greene 
Street." The architect combined Fre nch Second Empire motifs and conventions to 
create the most complex , three-dimensiona l bui !ding remaining today in the 
District. The expansive ten-bay width of the bui I ding is broken by the strong 
emphasis of the projecting central . paired bays and the side bays that are set 
oft by flanking rusticated piers . :Simple pi !asters with Ionic capitals are used 
to separate the bays on, .the upper stories as are s im i I ar engaged co I umns on the 
ground f loor . The free-standing columns that support the cornices of the pro­
jecting bays ar e much more e la borate , be ing f luted at their bases and topped 
by Composite cap itals. The central project ion is further emphasi zed by broken 
pediments with urn finials both over the ground floor entrance and at the roof 
I ine. Within the roof pediment is a large "bird- I ike" relief ornament, toppeu 
by a f leur-de-1 is. Two other distinguishing character ist i cs of the b1ri J ci ing 

- 99-



SH-Ct HD 

GREENE STREET (Cont'd.) 

are found on the second floor. These are the raised column bases and connecting 
molded panels, as wel I as a slab projecting from the cornice between the second 
and third floors that forms a canopy over the third bay on either side. 
Beneath each canopy, : supportedby ·ornamental brackets, is an interesting convex 
rosette. The building is crowned -by a stately entablature, composed of closely 
spaced modi I I ions separated by sma I I frieze pane Is~ , Larger brackets are a I so 
used over the rust'icated piers and corner columns of the projecting bay. 

A cudous discrepancy .concerns this root I lne-, :' Tn that the original bui Id­
ing application 'tor No. 72 Greene·: Street, which is sti I I on ti le in the Bui Id­
ings Department of the 89.rough of Manhattan, cal 1·s ·for a seven-story bui I ding, 
ninety-five feet high~ The two upper stories were to be placed behind a slight-
1 y pitched mansard root. A s i I houette drawing showi r'lg this mansard a I so' exists 
in the City files. Yet, if this two-story mansard was ever bui It, it was soon 
removed, for the first existing alteration on the building dating from 1884 
lists it as being five stories high. 

485-39/40 
#56 
(#464-468 Broome, northeast corner) 
Listed on Broome 
8 bays on Greene 

485-3 
#62-64 
Commenced: 6/29/1872 
Completed: 2/28/1873 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Carpenter: John J. Riceman 
Mason: Spmuel Cochran 
Orig i ria 1 · Owner: John Henderson 
Origin?il Function: Store 
Facade: . I ron 
5 stories; ' ~; bc;tys 
Comments: An early electric cast-iron 

, street I amp i s I ()Cated in front 
of this building. 

485-6 
#68 
Commenced: 8/9/1872 
Completed: 2/28/1873 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Original Owner: George Ronalds 
Original Function~ Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: Common facade with #66, 

retains original shutters. 

485-1 
Q58-60 
Commenced! 7/5/1871 
Comp I eted: · 12/31I1871 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Bui Ider: Samuel Cochran 
Original Owner: L. ' s. Seasongood 
Original' Function: Warehouse 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Retains orig i na I iron shutters. 

485-5 
1166 
Commenced: 5/12/1873 
Comp' I eted: ·Fl /22/ 1873 
Architect: J. B~ Snook 
Bui Ider:· J. Pemere:st 
Original Owner: Lori I lard Estate 
Original Function: · Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Although this builcjing shares 

a facade with Q68, it was bui It · 
sl ightty later than its. neighbor and 
owned separately. 

485-7 
if70 
Completed: 1860 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: · Catherine M. Jones 
Or i g i na I Fu nct'i on: Store & tenement 
Facade: Brick . . 
4 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Altered in 1872 to near . 
current condition. 
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485-8/10 
1172-76 
Commenced: 8/8/1872 
Comp I et'ed: 4/30/ 1873 
Architect: t. F. Duckworth 
Bui Ider: John T. Conover 
Original Owner: Gardner Colby 
Original Function: Warehouses 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories (possibly 7 originally); 

10 bays 
Comments: The finest example of the 

French Second Empire style left 
in the District. 

485-12 
/180-82 
Commenced: 8/23/1872 
Completed: 2/28/1873 
Architect: Griffith Thomas 
Bui Ider: John T. Conover 
Original Owner: C. Henry Gardiner 
Original Function: Store & storehouse 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 6 bays 

Spring to Prince Street 

485-11 
1178 
Commenced: 3/10/1901 
Completed: 8/31/1901 
Architect: George H. VanAuken 
Original Owner: Sol Cohen 
Original Function: Lofts 
Facade: Brick & stone, iron cornice 
6 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: A portion of the cornice has 

been removed. 

485-14 
1184-86 
Commenced: 6/6/1883 
Completed: 12/3/1883 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Original Owner: W. Blackston 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brick & iron 
6 stories; 6 bays 

Two handsome brick bui I dings at .the corners of Spring Street by J. B. 
Snook immediately set a high-quality tone to the general appearance of this 
block . Most of the bui I dings date from approximately the same period, the 
late 1870s and early 1880s. However, several low bui I dings of more recent 
date disrupt t he continuity o f. the west side of the block. The east side i s 
more harmonious with only two gap~ at vacant lo~s. Certainly much of this 
genera I_ continuity can be attributed to Henry Fernbach, the architect · who de­
signed al I but one of the cast-iron bui I dings. There are more brick-facade 
buildings in this block than in other Greene Street blocks. The dominant st"l e 
in the cast-iron bui I dings is derived from French Renaissance and neo-Grec 
sources. The brick bui I dings tend to be simpler; a lthough their ornamenta l 
detai Is are predominantly neo-Grec ~ 

West Si de: Block 500, Nos. 87-117 

Nos. 93-95, 97, and 99 are three attached bui I dings handsomely done in 
t he neo-Grec manner, a l I utili z ing the same facade, designed by Henry -Fernbach 
for David Einstein In 188 1. No. 93-95 differs from the other t wo bui_l d ings 
in having f ive bays instead of four. On c lose inspect ion one sees that the 
t wo end bays of No. 93-95 are set off by incised pi !asters . Similar pi !asters 
separate the other two bui I dings as wel I. Sty I i zed Ionic co lumns separate the 
other bays. A molded cornice which is continuous across the three bui I dings 
separ ates each floor. The cor ni ces above the first and fifth f loors ?re ac­
cented by rows of denti Is . A cur ious e lement at t he base of the second story 
windows is · a row of vert ica lly inc i sed pane ls employing a neo-Grec motif which, 
from a di stance, s imu I ates a ba I cony. The corni ces over the second and .fourth 
st ories are accented by scro ll ed brackets above each ' pi laster . Simi lar brack­
ets above these pi tasters and smaller ones above each co lumn s upport t~e - ma in 
cornice. A block inc ised with a neo~Grec mot i f set at the corni ce I ine, caps 
each of these large brackets . 
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No. 103-105 is a handsome five-story bui I ding, five bays wide, incorpora­
ting neo-Grec elements, which was bui It in conjunction with No. 101 in 1879. 
(No. IOI was rebui It after a fire in the 1950s.) The owner .of these bui I dings 
was David Einstein who also owned Nos. 93-99. Fernbach was also the architect. 

The symmetrical facade of No. 103-105 is set off by projecting end bays 
out I ined by panel led Corinthianesque pi I.asters. The .three central· bays are 
out I i ned by co I umns topped with sty I i zed Cori nth i an .capita Is. These capita Is 
above the columns c:ind pi !asters provide most of the building's ornamental 
deta i I with the except ion of the rosettes above the p Haster c~p i ta Is (perhaps 
used to conceal bui I ding tie rods) and a row of smal I rosettes .under the 
first-floor cornice. Each floor is separated bya simple molded q:>rnice. The 
main cornice is heavy in appearance but uses simple motifs in the entablature 

molded brackets separated by large rosettes • . 

This bui I ding was obviously designed to match No. IOI. lf the original 
bui I ding at No. IOI were stil I standing, the projecting south end bay on No. 
103-105 would form a central double bay with it. Certainly the two buildings 
together would create a more homogeneous appearance . in mass, proportion, and 
composition, than the one standing alone does today. 

500-34 
/187-89 
{/1127 Spring, northwest corner) 
Listed on Spring 
9 bays on Greene 

500-31 
1193-95 
Commenced: 4/18/1881 
Completed: 12/20/1881 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Original Owner: David Einstein 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: I ran 
6 stories; 5 bays 
Comments: Joint facade with 1197 

and 1199 -

500-29 
1199 
Commenced: 4/18/1881 
Completed: 12/20/1881 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Original Owner: David Einstein 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
6 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: Joint facade with 1193-95 

and §:97 . 

500-26 
/1103-105 
Commenced: 4/24/1879 
Completed: 9/24/1879 
Architect; Henry Fernbach 
Builder: Frank Lowden 
Origina:I Owner: David Einste in 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 5 bays 
Comments: This building origi na lly 

formed a unit wi t h 11101. 

500-32 
1191 
Or i g i na I blJ i I di ng demo I i shed, now a 

parking lot. 

500-30 
1197 
Commenced: 4/18/ 1881 
Completed: 12/20/1881 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Original Owner: David Einstein 
Orig i na I Fun ct ion: .Store 
Facade: Iron 
6 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: Joint· facade with 1193-95 

and 1199 ; 

500-28 
!/IOI 
Garage - Built in 1957 
Comments: Although Hied as an "altera­

tion11 the changes were so extens ive 
that they pract ica lly constitute a 
new building~ The original bui I ding 
was built exactly at the same time 
as its northern neighbor, 11103-105; 
the two · shared a common facade. 

500-25/24/23 
Ill 07-111 
Alteration: 1923 
Alteration Architect: Lewis C. Patton 
Owners in 1923: Greenwich Savings Bank 
Facade: Brick 
2 stories 
Comments: This greatly altered facade 

completely masks the original 1879 
brick store, five stories ta I I, that 
was designed by C. C. Haight. 
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500-22 
#113 
Commenced: 9/28/1882 
Completed: 3/31/1883 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Original Owner: Lippman & Topi itz 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: . Brick & iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: This bui I ding essentially 

retains lts original appearance. 

East Side: Block 499, Nos. 90-122 

500-21 
#115-117 
(#110 Prince, southwest corner) 
Original building demolished, one-story 

bui I ding erected in 1966. 

Nos. 98 ·and . IOO. are two bui I dings, each five s'.tories high, and each 
three ' bays wide; done: in a classical manner with· very sty I ized detai Is which 
are neo-Grec in character, The architect, Charles Mettam, designed these 

. . i'dent i ca I bu i I d:i ngs ' for two different owners, . Mi chae I Byrne and H. W i I son. 
They were begun· and completed at the same time, and both were 'used as stores. 
Narrow mo I ded pi I asters f I ank · the two-bu i Id i ng unit, a'nd another pi I aster 
separates the two buildings. Slender columns topped by 'very stylized capitals, 

· somewhat Corinthian in character, separate the bays, Above each column between 
the curved corners of the I intels is a raised flower-I ike motif. Simple molded 
cornices separate the stories. A molded bandwork gives emphasis to the base of 
the second floor windows. Th~ main cornice is accented by a series of smal I 
modi I lions. - These two bui !dings by Mettam are set between two designed by 

· Fernbach at approximately the same time and are sty I istical ly very similar to 
Fernbach's work, particularly in their massing and fenestration. But Mettam's 
detail is more imaginative and I ighter in its overal I qua I ity. 

No. -114-120 is an impressive double-front bui I ding, six stories high and 
te~ bays wide, designed in a sty I ized classical manner by Henry Fernbach in 1881. 
The model led pilasters which join the two fronts give the building a central 
emphasis, and similar pilasters accent the ends. The intricate detai I ing of the 
ground-floor piers enhances what would have been the original show windows of 
the stores in this bui I ding. The square window bays are separated by fluted 
columns topped by Ionic-type capitals. The top-story windows, however, are 
treated differently; elaborately molded keystones accent the segmentally-arched 
I intels, and the capitals of the separating columns are formed by a simple egg­
and-dart molding. Once again Fernbach shows his predilection for an elaborate 
cornice and entablature treatment. Between the brackets supporting the cornice 
are molded fanlight-like motifs set under the dentils. Giving final emphasis 
to the cornice are the sty I ized acanthus leaf antefixae, rising above the pi!­
asters at the ends and in the center. 

499-43 
#90 
(#121 Spring, northeast corner) 
Listed on Spring 
9 bays on Greene 

499..;3 
#96 
Commenced: 5/16/1879 
Completed: 12/22/1879 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Bui Ider: Marc Eidlitz 
Original Owner: Chichester Estate 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 

499-1 
#92-94 
Original bui I ding demo I ished, 
now a parking lot. 

499-4 
#98 
Commenced: 9/16/1880 
Completed: 2/25/1881 
Architect: Charles Mettam 
Original Owner: Michael Byrne 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: I dent i ca I, common fac a de w i /-h 

#I 00, but di f fe1 enl ow11er·s. 
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499-5 
#100 
Commenced: 9/16/1880 
Completed: 2/25/1881 
Architect: Charles Mettam 
Original Owner: H. Wi Ison 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Common facade with #98. 

499-7 
#104-110 
(#123-125 Mercer) 
Completed: 3/31/1908 
Architect: Wi II iam J. Di !they 
Original Owner: c. B. Rouss Estate 
Original Function: Store & Offices 
Facade: Brick & iron 
13 stories; 8 bays 
Comments: This is the second Rouss 

Building to have been bui It in 
the District. 

499-12 
~l 14-120 
Commenced: 8/8/1881_ 
Comp I eted: 5/31 I ,1882 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Carpenter: McGuire & Sloan 
Mason: Amos Woodruff & Sons 
Original Owner: Frederick Loeser 
Original Function: Stores 
Facade: Iron 
6 stories; 10 bays 
Comments: Original condition 

except for new doors. 

Prince to West Houston Street 

499-6 
#102 
Commenced: I 1/1/1880 
Completed: 2/25/1881 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Builder: Amos Woodruff & Sons . 
Originar Owner: Isaac Guggenheim · 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories originally, 3 current; 3 bays 
Comments: 1941 alteration removed two 

stories and greatly altered appear­
ance of building. 

499-11 
#112 
Commenced: 5/17/1883 
Completed: 1/31/1884 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Bui Ider: VanOolsen & Arnott 
Original Owner: Sti I lwel I & Goldenberg 
Original Function: Store & lofts 
Facade: Iron 
6 stories; 5 bays 
Comments: Notice use of same facade 

elements on #132-#140. 

499-15 
#122 
(#106-108 Priri:ce, southeast corner) 
Commenced: 1866 
Completed: 1868 
Architect: W. E. Waring 
Original Owner: G. H. Eckhoff 
Original Function: Store & Tenement 
Facade: Brick & iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Greene facade retains most of 

original appearance, while Prince 
side has been altered. 

The buildings on this block are of a generally uniform, harmonious 
character dating from the 1880s. Most have cast-iron fronts. Exceptions are 
the late (1910) post office on the northeast corner of Greene and Prince, and 
the two very early buildings ( 1825) which remain on the west side of Greene 
near Houston. Once again the dominant style is derived from French Renaissance 
and neo-Grec sourc.es. 

West Side: Block 514, Nos. I 19-145 

No. I 19 Greene .(No. 109-1 II Prince Street), designed by J. Morgan Slade 
for C. H. Woodbury in a very elegant French Renaissance style, takes powerful 
advantage of its corner site. (Slade died at the age of 30, about two months 
after the building was begun.) Five stories high, ten bays wide on the Greene 
Street side and five bays wide on the Prince Street side, the bui I ding empha­
sizes its corner site with a diagonal bay on the corner which once contained 
the main store entrance. \~hi le simple in its design, the bui I ding gains its 
power from its overal I size and Slade's ski I lful handling of detail. Simple 
banded pilasters separate the irregular bay groupings: there are five on the 
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Prince Street side; on Greene Street, the division is 3, 3, 3, I. Simple 
pi I asters with Ionic-type capitals and an egg-and-d~rt molding separate the · 
windows. Projecting cornice's separate the individual floors. The main cornice 
is also simple; the entablature contains a paneled frieze with a central cir­
cular motif, and brackets above each pi laster. A pediment projects above the 
central three bays on the Greene Street side which may have emphasized a 
secondary entrance. 

No. 121-123 is also a Henry Fernbach design, and visually the most ornate 
building on the block. Six:- stories high and six bays wide, its continuous . 
cast-iron facade catches the eye with its elaborate detailing. Pilasters, 
fluted and topped by a· stylized acanthus leaf detai I, are at both ends of the 
bui I ding. The bays are separated by fluted columns with very elaborate capital s, 
Corinthianesque in general appearance but topped with an Jonie scrol I. Molded 
cornices separate the stories. The windows on the lower stories are al I square 
headed, but the lintels over the windows of the top story are rounded and 
topped by molded keystones. However, it is the cornice which is the most 
notable element of this building, and once again we find Fernbach's inclination 
for emphasizing this element on his bui \dings. Molded sty I ized acanthus leaves 
set into the frieze alternate with the brackets on the entablature. Once again 
antefixae project above the cornice I ine at each end, and smaller vertical 
elements project across and above the cornice line. 

Nos. 125 and 127 are identical buildings employing: a stylized classicism 
with neo-Grec motifs, five storie.s high and three bays wide (although now 
painted different colors)' executed under the supervision of two different 
architects for two different owners. No. 125 was designed by Henry Fernbach, 
and its. commencement and completion dates are the same as No • . 121-123. No. 127 
was designed by W i 11 i am Baker one year I ater ( 1883-84 J than No. 125 • . However, 
the explanation for this duplication seems somewhat simpler than that for Nos. 
65 and 67 Greene Street. Henry Fernbach died in November, 1883; it seems 
likely that Baker was an associate of his. The client may have asked for this 
design, or Fernbach may have decided before his death to build No. 127 with a 
facade identical to No. 125. In any case the bui I ding was carried out under 
Baker's supervision. 

Both buildings are typical of Fernbach's design. Molded pilasters with 
fluting, egg-and-dart, acanthus leaf and pellet details divide the two build­
ings and separate them from the adjoining ones. Columns with sty I i zed Doric 
capitals define the window bays. Cornices separate the stories. The one 
above the first story is the most elaborate; it is ornamented with an egg-and­
dart molding and is supported by brackets. Under the main cornice, brackets 
alternate with a rosette-I ike motif set in the frieze. Above the central 
pi !asters and at the ends of the cornice, terminal blocks are set at the 
corn ice I ine. 

Nos. 139 and 141 are notable for their early date of 1825. One would 
assume that the entire block once was lined with similar houses before the 
street was developed with commercial bui I dings in the late 1870s and early 
1880s. 

No. 139 was bui It for Anthony Arnoux. It is a s imple brick t wo-story 
house in the Federal style wi th two dormers in the attic story. One can stil I 
see the outlines of the original stone doorway on the ground. floor, now bricked 
in. 81 ock-pane I ed stone I i nte Is cap the second-story windows·. Wooden pi I as­
ters and a broken pediment outline the r6und-arched windows of the dormers. 
The bui I ding i s now used for commerc ia l purposes, but it must have remained as 
a dwel I ing we l I past the time of other commer cia l developrnent-s on this block. 
That it surv ives wi th its ear ly exter ior details intact is quite amaz i ng. 
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No. 141,. bui It iri 1825 for o·. H. Schmidt, . must have originally looked 
U.ke No. 139. In 1.886 the bui I ding was altered for use as a store and lofts. 
The third story and the iron ornamental details were added at that time. None 
of the .ground floor is original. An iron cornice now separates the first and 
.second story. The I intels of the second and thirq-story windows have been 
covered over with metal. Underneath the third-story windows is a unique saw­
tooth brick deta i I. The main cornice i·s made of pressed, not mo I ded, ga I van i zed 
iron in a very simple design. 

514-35 
§119 
(#109-1 I I Prince, northwest corner) 
Commenced: I 0/ I I 1882 
Completed: 1/31/1883 
Architect: J~ Morgan Slade 
Original Owner: c. H. Woodbury ~t al. 
Orig i na I ·Function: Store · 
Facade: Iron; from . Cheney-Hew I ett 

Arch i tectura I I ro~ : Works . 
5 stories; 10 bays plus I· di~gonal 

bay 
Comments: This building with excep­

tional diagonal bay is in excel­
lent condition. · 

514-:32 
#125 . 
Comm~nced: ·6/28/1882 
Completed: 3/31/1883 
Architect: Henry fernbach 
Bullder: Christie & Dyhes 

· · Or.i.g i na I Owner: Sy I vester Bench 
Estate 

Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: The dates and architect for 

this bui I ding are the sames~ · 
those for #121-123, though the 
facades are different. However, 
this facade is identical to Jhat 
on #127 which was a year later 
by a different architect. 

514-29 
#129-131 
Commence.d: 6/4/ 1880 
Completed: 2/26/1881 
Architect: Detlef Lienau 
Carpenter: H. M. Smith & Son 
Bui Ider: Freeman Bloodgood 
Original Owner: John C, Barrow 
Orig,inc,il Function: Store 
Facade: .Brick, stone & iron 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: This is the only building 

by this prominent architect in 
the District. 

: . 

514-33 
~121-123 
Commenced: . . 6/28/ 1882 
Comp I eted: 3/31II 883 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Original Owner: Lewishone Brothers 
Original Function: Warehouse 
Faca.de: Iron 
6 stories; 6 bays 

514-31 
#127 
Commenced: 5/21/1883 
completed: 2/28/1884 
Architect: Wi I liam Baker 
Original Owner: Patrick Dickie Estate 
Orig i na I Function: Store · 
Facade: Iron 

·5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: I dent i ca I fa ca de to #125, 

though different dates and different 
architect. 

514-28 
#133-135 
Commenced: 6/19/1882 
Completed: 3/31/1883 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Bui Ider: Terence J. Duffy 
Originat Owner: Henry & Isaac Meinhard 
Original Function: Warehouse 
Facade: Iron 

· :6 stories; 5· bays 
. Comments: Identical to #137. Completed 

. on the same day as #137, and also 
as #121-123 and #125. 
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514-26 
#137 
Commenced: 6/19/1882 
Completed: 3/31/1883 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Bui Ider: Terence J. Duffy 

. Original Owner: Henry & Isaac Mein-
hard 

Original Fun~tion: Warehouse 
Facade: Iron 
6 stories; 5 bays 
Comments: Identical to #133-135. 

514-24 
#141 
Completed: 1825 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner~ · D~ H. Schmidt 
Origina\ · Function: Owe\ I ing House 
Facade: Brick & iron additions 
3 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: An 1886. alteration flat­

te~ed the peaked roof, added one 
story, added iron cornice and 
removed internal partitions to 
form lofts for commercial purpos­
es. 

514-14 
§145 
(Southwest corner of W. Ho•iston) 
Gas station 
Comments: This lot which today is 

only 20 feet long on the Greene 
side was originally 95 feet, be­
fore Houston was widened. 

East Side: Block 513, Nos. 124-152 

514-25 
#139 
Completed: 1825 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Anthony Arnoux 
Original Function: Owe I I tng House 
Facade: Brick 
2 stories and attic with original 

dormers 
Comments: This ' Federal style house retains 

its original door and window I in­
tels, although the doorway has 

514-23 
§143 

been bricked in. 

Commenced: 8/8/1887 
Completed: 2/29/1888 
Architect: Delemos & Cordes 
Original Owner: Lippman Topi isz 
Orig)nal Function: Store . 
Facade: Brick, iron & stone 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Iron from Atlantic fron Works, 

706 East 12th Street, New York. 

No. 130, designed by Richard Berger for L. Sachs and Brothers in 1888, is 
six stories high and three bays wide. It initially appears modest in compari­
son to its more imposing neighbor on the north. But one is struck by the pre­
cise a~d . careful use of neo-Grec detai I which characterizes this bui I ding, 
Sol id end piers, 1 ightened by pi laster detai Is, separate the bui \ding from the 
adjoining ones. The pier capitals are of an Ionic type with an egg-and-dart 
molding under the scrolling. The capitals of the up~er~story pi !asters are 
composed of a stylized scroll and plant . design. The .colonnettes defining the 
central bay, however, capture one's attention. They are very slender, almost 
tragi le in appearance, and are topped by an oversized ·tonic capital with an 
egg-and-dart detail. They are attached to the wal I of the bui I ding by means 
of a screen-I ike element, pierced with a sty! ized flower and .[eaf design. These 
colonnettes emphasize the verticality of the bui !ding and are an imaginative 
demonstration of the decorative possibi 1 ities of cast iron. The stories are 
separated by very simple cornices, and the main cornice is also simple, sup­
ported by curved brackets above the colonnettes and pi lasf'ers wi 111 ., 1 ow of 
denti Is under its molding. 
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513-39 
#124-128 
(#103-107 Prince, northeast corner) 
Listed on Prince 
10 bays on Greene 

513-3 
. ' #132-134 .. 

513~2 

#130 
~~mmenced: 6/ I I I 1888 · 
Completed: 1/26/1889 
Architect: Richard Berger 
Original Owner: L. Sachs & Brothers 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
6 stories~ 3 bays 

513;..5 
#136 

Commenced: 4/19/1885. Commenced: 4/t9/1885 
Completed: - 1/30/1886 Completed: 1/39/1886 · 
Architect: Alfred Zucker Architect: :A.lfred Zucker 
Original ·Owner: Simon Goldenberg & L. Original Owner: Slmon -Golderiberg l L. 

·Schoo I hers · Schoo I hers · · 
·original Function: Warehouse Original Function: Warehouse 
Facade: Iron Facade: Iron 
6 stories; 5 bays 6 stories; 5 bays 
Comments: Common facade with #136 and Comments: Common facade with #132-134 

#138-140. Uses same facade elements and #138-140. Uses same facade ele-
as #112. ments as #112. · 

513-6 
11138-140 
Commenced: 4/19/1885 
Completed: 1/30/1886 
Architect: Alfred Zucker 

513-7 
#142-144 
Commenced: · I /6/ 1871 · 
Completed: 4/29/1871 
Architect: Henry Fernbach · 

· Original ' Owner: ·Goldenberg & 
Original Function: Warehouse 
Facade: Iron 

Schoo I hers Bui Ider: John Conover 
Original -Owner: James Kent 
Original Function: Store 

6 stories; 5 bays 
Comments: Common facade with #132-134 

and #136. Uses same facade ele­
ments as #112. 

513-9 
#146 
Commenced: 3/13/1877 
Completed: 7/21/1877 
Architect: W. E. ~Jorthen 
Carpenter: W. C. Mi Iler 
Mason: Joseph Smith 
Original Owner: John Althouse 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brick & iron 
4 stor·ies; 4 bays 

513-12 
#152 
(Southeast corner of W~ Houston) 
Vacant Lot 

Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 6 bays 

513-10 
#148-150 
Commericed: 8/24/1883 
Completed: 7/31/1884 
Archi~ect: William Worthen 
Original Owner: John Althouse 
Original Function: Stores 
Facade: Brick & iron 
6 stories; 6 bays 
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Hnusrnn STREET 

Houston Street was named either after Nicholas Bayard's son-in-law, or th'e 
name is derived from the Dutch 1 lmis tuijn ,' "which means house garden. It was laid 
out prior to 1797 , and the section from Broadway west to Hancock was regulated in 
1317-13. The street was extended and re~ulated from Broadway to the Bowery in 
1825. Only the south side of the street -lies within the District. The buildings 
on the south side of the street were demolished in 1963 when Houston Street was 
widened. Houston Street is divided at Bro~dway into East I!ouston and l'Test Houston. 
!louse numbers run to the east on East Houston Street and to the west on Hest Houston 
Street. 

EAST ! i()USTON STREET 

Broadway to Crosby Street 
South Side Only 1nr5Istrict : Block 511, Nos. 1-17 

511-19 
#1-17 
Parking lot and Gas station 

1\IEST !--ll"'llJSTl')N STR.EET 

Broadway to Mercer Street 
South Side Only in District · Elock 512, Nos. 1-17 

512-10 
#1-17 
Vacant lot 

~ 1ercer to Greene Street 
South Side Only in District : Block 513 , Nos. 19-35 

51 3-12 
#19-35 
Vacant lot 

Greene to Nooster Street 
South Side '1nly In District: Block 514, Nos. 37-59 

514-14 
#37-59 
Gas station 

Noos~er:_ Street _:t() __ l'leJ>!_ _6-ro_a~~1:1-Y_ 
Eouth Side 0nly in District : Block 515 , Nos. 65-83 

515-16 
#65-77 
Vacant lot 

515-15 
#79-83 
Vacant lot 

All street numbers on Houston Street are tnmsposed frorri Brl.Wlley's Atlas of the 
City~f Ne1,.,r York , 1899. -------------- ---
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HOWARD STREET 

The section of Howard Street which lies within the Historic District was 
known as Clermont Street prior to c. 1767, at which time its name was changed 
to Hester Street. The section of the street between Broadway and Mercer Street 
was regulated in 1809, facilitating its development. In 1825 the name was 
changed to Howard Street. 

Crosby Street to Broadway 

The bui I dings on th~ north side of this block, present a visual record of 
the progression of Freneh sty I istic influences upon commercial architecture in 
New York City. This progression is represented by three bui I dings which include 
the 1868 structure at No. 30-32, executed in a classic French Renaissance manner, 
No. 34, also from 1868, which projects an early though definite nee-Gree aura 
and No. 38-42, the Howard Street side of the 1895-96 building at No. 434 Broad­
way, which reflects the influence from the Ecole des Beaux-Arts of Paris upon 
architectural styles of the 1890s. Though none of these bui I dings have ful I 
cast-iron facades, the two 1868 structures, each five stories high, incorporate 
iron storefronts, typical of the period. The one remaining bui I ding is a simple 
four-story brick structure bui It in 1876. 

North Side Only in District: Block 232, Nos. 30-42 

No. 30-32 is the Howard Street facade of a five-story corner building, loca-· 
ted at the northwest corner of Crosby Street, that was designed by J. B. Snook and 
erected in 1868. The Howard Street facade, which has a width of six bays, 
eY.empl ifies the sty I istic reliance upon simple, classic French forms that was 
frequently fol lowed on contemporary bui I dings in the Historic District. The 
cast-iron storefront on this otherwise stone bui !ding is treated in a very dir­
ect manner with smooth pi I asters, topped by Doric capitals, on the corner and 
end of the bui I ding as wel I as in the center. These pilasters are continued up 
onto the masonry portion of the bui I ding in the form of quoins, with the central 
shaft visually dividing the facade into two triple-bay units. These bays are 
divided on the ground floor by simple cast-iron columns, similar to the pi !asters, 
and on the four upper floors by equally plain stone pilasters. These stone 
pi I asters, a I so topped by Doric capita Is on a I I but the top f I oor terminate 
below the heads of the segmental-arched windows, a fenestration treatment de-
rived from France. The facade is defined horizontally by projecting cornices at 
each floor level and a roof-level cornice supported by scrolled neo-Grec brackets. 
Three simple modi I lions and a plain frieze panel are between each pair of brackets . 

No. 34 is an unusually distinguished structure to have been erected on such 
a short side street as this. The effectiveness of this 1868 five-story facade, 
only three bays wide, is explained by the fact that it was designed by the 
renowned architect James Renwick and his associate Joseph Sands. Although 
nothing but the cast-iron pilasters remain on what was the ground floo~ entrance, 
the building sti I I catches one's eye by its effective use of neo-Grec detailing 
on both its cast-iron second-floor facade and the marble facade of the remaining 
three floors. 

The use of a two-story cast~iron storefront such as the one on this bui Id­
ing is unusual, especially considering its early date. (Badger only I isted two 
two-story storefronts in New York in his 1865 catalog, neighbor of which were in 
t he Historic District.) This cast-iron second floor seems even odder when it is 
considered that the detai I ing of the marble facade above is nearly as elaborate 
as the cast-iron section. In most instances cast iron was used for an inexpen­
sive imitation of intricate stonework. 

The three bays on the second floor of the iron front are separated by smooth 
pi !asters that rise from the ground level. The bay heads are flat on top with 
rounded corners and two round-arched windows are set within each bay. 
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Above each of these window groups is a rosette and a sty! ized two-dimensional 
frieze imitating a balustrade. 

For its upper three floors the windows have segmental-arched tops and orna­
mental keystones. They are bordered by variations of a bead-and-ree I molding 
and flanked by pi !asters incised with various neo-Grec designs~ On the fifth 
floor the pi laster . capitals incorporate acroteria or "ears", a characteristic 
neo-Grec motif . Above these cap it.a Is rise sma I I paired brackets that support 
a re I at i ve I y s imp I e cornice. · 

232-21 
1130 
(1/2-8 Crosby, northwest corner) 
Commenced: 1868 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Carpenter: Blackstone & Ryerson 
Mason: John Demarest 
Original Owner: Trustees of M. Barbey 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brownstone, stone, iron 
5 st.or ies; 3 bays 

Comments: Common fa ca de with 1137,. • 
Iron from Excelsior Iron Works . 

232-23 
§34 
Commenced: 1868 
Architect: James Renwick & Joseph Sands 
Original Owner: Edward Mathews 
Original Function: Store and store-

house 
Facade: Marble and iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Iron ground floor altered. 

232-1 
1/38-42 
(1/434 B'way, northeast corner) . 
L1sted bn Broadway 
10 bays on Howard . 

Broadway to Mercer Street 

I·. 

232-22 
1/32 
Commenced: 1868 
Architect: J. B~ Snook 
Carpenter: Blackstone & Ryerson 
Mason: John Demarest 
Original Owner: Trustees of P. Lori I lard 
Original Functibn: Store · 
Facade: Brownstone, stone, iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Shares a common facade with 1/30, 

Iron from Excelsior Iron Works. 

232-4 . 
§36 
(#442 B'way) 
Listed on Broadway 
3 bays · 6ri Howard 
Comments: This is an 11 L"- shaped bu i Id i ng. 

With the exception of the neo-Georgian garden bank bui It in 1967, al I of the 
bui I dings on this block date from the 1860s and 1870s. Al I of them have cast­
iron ground-floor facades, though only No. 43-45 h~s ~ast-iron upper stories. 

·North Side: Block 23l(north part), Nos. 46-54 

No . 48 Howard Street dating from 1860, is bui It primarily of stone and 
utilizes the same round-arched Italianate detailing that appears on early cast.­
iron facades. It was masonry buildings such as this, in fact, that inspired 
many of fhe first prefa bri cated cast-iron facades. 

Although the upper floors and roof cornice of this bui I ding are stone, the 
storefront was constructed of cast iron, a 11 owing for I arge window di sp I ay a1-e a s _ 

It is difficult to determine t he exact character of the original entrance, 
though it is obvious that the side piers and the one remaining c e1.-lral co lumn 
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shaft are original, as are the panels below the westerly window and the cornice 
with its simple modi I lions and brackets. 

The four upper stories are handled in a very crisp, direct manner. Al I of 
the windows are fut ly arched at the top and are embel I ished with prominent 
keystones; being either plain, scrolled or in the form of a sty I ized acanthus 
leaf. Pi tasters , separate the bays and flank the bui I ding on the second, third 
and fourth floors, though not on the fifth. The facade is terminated by a heavy 
entablature with brackets, modi I lions and frieze panels of carved stone, and 
the cornice of molded iron. 

No. 50-52, also completed in 1860, combines simple classical stone and iron 
members with a dire.:tness similar to that of its conte11porary eastern neighbor. 
Uni ike No. 48 however, this facade incorporates French segmental-arched Windows 
rather than round-arched Italianate ones. It also has fewer elaborations on its 
upper floors, and retains its original cast-iron storefront intact. The 
Corinthian columns and flanking pi I asters of this ground floor entrance are 
evenly spaced, al lowing enough room for large double doors and windows. All of 
the panel ling and. window and door frames appear to be original, although the 
glass areas are currently covered over by metal sheeting. Above the storefront 
is a typical iron cornice with smal I modi I I ions, dentils, and paired side 
brackets. 

The upper four floors of the building, which are identical to one another, 
are each delineated by a simple cornice. With the exceptions of these cornices 
and the quoins, the upper facade is two-dimensional. Both the segmental-arched 
I intels over the windows and the stone piers that separate the bays are flush 
with the rest of the wal I surface. The only ornaments are smal I recessed 
colonnettes that flank the windows. Above this simple yet stately facade is a 
stone cornice that adds an appropriate but not overpowering terminating note. 
The cornice includes simple scrolled modi I I ions, every other one being em-
bel I ished by an acanthus leaf cluster. This foliated motif is echoed in the 
corner console brackets. 

It is interesting to note that a color I ithograph of this facade appears 
opposite page 164 in D. T. Valentine's 1864 Manual of the Corporation of the 
City of New York. Although the bui I ding was bui It for commercial purposes, 
Valentine indicates that during the Civil War it was uti I ized by the State 
government as a temporary heme for furloughed and discharged soldiers. The 
portion of the building that extends to No. 16 Mercer in an L~shaped forma­
tion was also utilized by the State at that time. 

231-14 
§46 
(#431-439 B'way, Northwest corner) 
Completed: 1/4/1967 
Architect: Eggers & Higgins 
Bui Ider: Koren-DiResta Construction Co. 
Function: Bank (Frankl in National) 
Facade: Brick with wood trim 
I story 

231-16 
#50-52 
(§16 Mercer) 
Comp I eted: 1860 
Original Owner: A.W. Spies 
Original Function: Store and lofts 
Facade: Stone and iron 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Used during Ci vi I War as 

temporary home for soldiers. 

231-15 
#48 
Comp I eted: 1860 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Aaron Arnold 
Original Function: Store and loft 
Facade: Stone, iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Iron from Nichol & Bi I lar-wel I 

231-18 
#54 

(§14 Mercer, northeast corner) 
Completed: 1860 
Original Owner: Amos Eno 
Original Function: Store and warehouse 
Facade: Stone and iron 
5 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: Iron from Arch i tectura I Iron 

works. 
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South · Sid~: Block 231 (south part), Nos. 43-53 

231-8 
#43-45 
(11427-429 B'way, Southwest corner) 
Listed on Broadway 
12 bays on Howard 

231-4 
#49-53 · 
{2-12 Mercer, southeast corner) 
Completed: 1149 in 1862 

1151-53 in 1856 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Aaron Arnold 
Original Function: Arnold Constable 

Store 
Facade: Brick, stone, iron 
5 stories; 9 bays 
Comments: 5th story added to/151-53 

in 1862. New doors and windows 
on ground floor. 

231-3 
#47 
Completed: c. 1863 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: L. Brutil lier 
Original Function: Store and lofts 
Facade: Stone and iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Iron from Nichol & Bi I lerwel I 

Iron Works 
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MERCER STREET 

Mercer Street, known originally as First Street or Clermont Street, was 
laid out prior to 1797. In 1799, its name was permanently changed to Mercer 
Street. The section of the street whFch I ies within the Historic District was 
opened for development in 1809. 

Canal to Grand Street 

This block contains the largest concentration of early bui I dings in the 
District. With the exceptions of No. 32 bui It in 1881-82 and No. 15-17 dating 
from 1885-86, no building on this block dates later than 1870-71. Eleven of 
the seventeen separate facades, in fact, date from 1861 or before. Due largely 
to these early dates, only three facades are executed completely in cast iron, 
yet almost al I originally had cast-iron storefronts and cornices. 

West~: Block 230, Nos. 1-35 

.t:Jo. 9-13, a five-story commercial bui I ding by F.C. Graef, was bui It in 
1870-71 tor use by the India Rubber Company. Its ful I iron facade, one of 
three on the block, is composed of French and Italian elements from the Cornell 
Iron Works. The storefront, which ret~ins most of its original character, is 
divided by columns into six bays. These ground floor columns are differentiated 
from those directly above by their greater height and horizontal banding. 
Immed iate ly above and below this column banding are widely spaces pellet-shaped 
ornaments which ar~- repeated on the bands of the ground floor side piers. The 
storefront is separated from the upper floors by a projecting cornice. The 
columns on the upper stories have smooth shafts and simple capitals. The rna­
mental abaci on these capitals are identical to those used by Fernbach at No. 
69-71 Greene Street in 1876-77 and No. 102 Greene Street in 1880-81. The sec­
ond, third and fourth floors of the facade al I have square-headed bays and are 
flanked by rusticated piers. The only unique elements on any of these stories 
ar~ the raised panel led column bases and connecting balustrades on the second 
floor. The fifth floor is distinguished from those below by panel led rather than 
rusticated piers ~nd curved rather than square-headed bays. Final emphasis i s 
given to the bui I ding by its restrained yet impressive entablature and curved 
pediment. An interesting contrast is achieved by the play between the complete 
void of the pediment opening and the large brackets above a l I but the center 
column. 

No. 19, designed by an unknown architect and bui It in 1860-61, is an un­
usually impressive and sophisticated bui I ding for Mercer Street. Although 
similar stone bui I dings were erected in the city, they were primarily located on 
more no~ab l e and prosperous streets. The iron storefront seems relatively 
s imple when compared to the stone faca de above. It is composed of Corinthian 
co lumns flanked by fluted pi !asters (which are missing their capitals) and a 
simple modi I I ioned cornice. Such a combination is very typical tor iron ground 
floors of the early 1860s. · 

Although the stone members used on the upper floors are in themselves quite 
s imple, the manner in which they are combined is a lmost monumental tor a bui Id­
ing only three bays wide . A strong verticality i s created by heavy rust icated 
piers that continue up for t wo stories between each bay and on either side of 
the building, thus creating two double~story units of three bays each, as in the 
"sperm candle" style. The break between the seconp and third stories and the 
toJrth and fifth is minimized by the use of simpl~ spandrel panels. Each bay 
unit i s t opped by an arched I inte l with a keystone. The lower doubl e-story uni t 
~as a scro ll ed keystone on the centra l I intel .with .pa ne l led keystones above the 
flanking windows ; there ar e e laborate ly fol lat ed keystones on a l I three windows 
of the upper level. Above th is impressive facade rests a simple iron modi I lion­
ed cornice which serves to terminate the vertical movement of the bui I ding, yet 
in no way competes with its force. 
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230-l 
(#313 Canal, northwest corner) 
Listed on Canal · 
72.2 feet on Mercer 

230-42 
115-7 
Completed: 1861 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Original Owner: J. J. Phelps 
Original Function: Warehouse 
Facade: Iron and Stone 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Storefront I isted in Badger's 

catalog of 1865, capitals missing. 

230~38 

#15-17 
Commenced: 4/20/1886 
Comp I eted: I l /20/ 1886 
Architect: Samuel A. Warner 
Ori gi nal Own~r: Samuel lnslee 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: I ran 
6 stories; 5 bays 
Comments: Doors and windows altered, 

230-36 
1121-23 
Comp I eted: l 861 
Architect: Unkn6wn 
Ori g inal Owner: Amos 'Eno and Wm. · B. 

Lawrence 
Original . Function: Store and factory 
Facade: Stone 
5 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: Al I ground floor replaced, 

230-33 
1127 
Commenced : 1867 
Architect: Ritch & Griffiths 
Original Owner: Wi I I iam Desendorf, 

Trustee for Estate of Charlotte 
Gomez 

Original Function: Store 
FactJde: Stone 
3 s tories ; 3 bays 
Comments: · New windows and ground f loor. _ 
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230-44 
111-3 
Completed: c. 1821. 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: I. Lawrence 
Original Function: Dwel I ing :and/or Store 
Facade: Br 1 ck · · 
3 stories; 6 windows 
Comments: Probably two houses originally, 

altered for . commercial purposes. 
~uring · the late Gr. Rev. period, 

230-40 . 
119-13 
Commenced: 7/1/1870 

. Comp I eted: I /2/ 1871 
Architect: F. C. Graef 
Bui Ider: . James Hume . 
Original Owner: .- Adolph Poppenhusen 
Original ~unction: Store for . India 

Rubber Co. 
Facade: Iron, from Corne I I Iron Works 
5 stories; 6 bays 

230-37 
1119 
Commenced: 1860 
Completed: 1861 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: S. B. Althaus 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Stone and iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: New doors and windows, iron 

from Nichol & Bil lerwel I Iron Works. 
Althaus owned an iron works on this 
site in 1852. 

230-34 
#25 
Commenced: 1861 · 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Amos Eno 
Original Function: Stor~ and factory 
Facade: Stone 
5 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: Ground floor replaced 

230-32 
#29 
Commenced: 1868 
Architect: Louis Burger 
Original Owner: He nry Cardoza 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Marble and iron ground floor 
5 stori es; 3 bays 
Comments : Ground floor windows r epl aced. 
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230-31 
#31-33 
Comp I eted: 1867 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Amos Eno 
Original Function: Store and workshop 
Facade: Stone, iron ground floor 
5 stories; 7 bays 
Comments: Ground floor cornice missing . 

Common facade with #35. New win­
dows and doors . 

230-30 
#35 
(#97-105 Grand, southwest corner) 
Comp I eted: I 867 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Amos Eno 
Original Function : Store and workshop 
Facade: Stone, iron storefront 
5 stories; 4 bays, 
Comments : New windows and doors, common 

facade with #31-33. 

East Slde (Canal to Howard) : Block 231, No. 2-12 

No. 2-12 is the longest of the three sides of the Arnold Constable store. 
Although sections of the Canal Street and Howard Street facades were added in 
1862, the first four floors of the section facing Mercer were bui It in 1856. (The 
fifth floor was added at the th3 time of the 1862 construction.) The main facade 
on Mercer is brick with stone I intels, as is the Howard facade, while the main 
entrance on Canal Street is entirely of stone. 

The iron and masonry ground floor appears to have largely retained its 
original character when comparing it to the contemporary I ithograph of Charles 
Parson's drawing of the store, A reprint of this I ithograph is seen on page 234 
of John A. Kouwenhoven's The Columbia Historical Portrait of New York . Today, as 
originally, the ground floor is divided by s .imple iron pi I asters with Corinthian 
capitals. A foundry plaque indicat~s that these iron membe~s came from the 
Merklee and Nichol Iron Foundry on Hammersley Street. Although one would think 
that t he iron barred windows and flat masonry areas between the columns were 
modern additions, they are depicted in the 19th-century drawing. In fact, the 
only appreciable differences between the drawing and the present condition of the 
facade are the doors that have been cut through in the third bay from both the 
north and south corners on the ground floor and the cornice that currently 
separates the. centra I window from the second f I oor . This window, which st i I I 
retains its balustrade, originally extended through two stories and incorporated 
a Ve netian window frame with double arches topped by a roundel . The r ema ining 
thirteen windows on the second floor are. capped by s imp I e stone arched Ii nte Is. 
The fourth through sixth windows from the right and third through fifth in from 
the Howard Street side are connected by triple-arches on this level. The twelve 
windows on each of the remaining floors are capped by equally simple segmental­
arched I intels. The corners of the original brick facade are accented by stone 
quoins that are separated by terminal blocks at each floor leve l. The f i fth 
floor, which was added in the s ixties, is f lanked by pane l led pi ers . The building 
i s topped by a very simple iron cornice with mod i I I ions and paired brackets above 
the side piers. 

231-4 
#2- 12 
(#307-31 I Canal, #49- 53 Howard ) 
Commenced : 1856 
Comp leted : 1857 
Ar ch itect : Unknown 
Original Owner: Aaron Arnold 
Original Function: Arnold Constable store 
Fa cade : Brick, iron 
5 stories; 12 bays 
Comments: Iron from Merkl ee & Ni chol 

Iron Foundry. 
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East Side (Howard to Grand): Block 231, Nos. 14-32 

23 1-18 
# 14 
(northeast corner Howard) 
Completed: 1860 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Amos Eno 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brick with stone trim on Mercer 
5 stories; 6 windows ground floor, 
3 windows upper floors 
Comments: Howard Street storefront I ist­

ed in Badger catalog. •· 

231-19 
§18 
Commenced: 1861 
Architect: John Ket lum 
Original Owner: A. T. Stewart 
Original Function: Store and loft 
Facade: Iron 
6 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Originally 5 stories, windows 

fi I led rn, capitals and ornament 
missirig. Listed in Badger Catalog. 

231-37 
#24 (through to Broadway) 
Completed: 1860 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Wi I I iam & Edwa~d Mitchel I 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Stone and iron 
5 stories~ 4 bays 
Comments: Some original iron shutters1 

cornice missing, new windows and 
doors 

23 1-35 
§28-30. (through to Broadway) 
Commr::h ced :. 6/ I I 1869 
Comp I eted: -12/ I 0/ 1869 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Bui Ider: W. E. Lambert 
Original Owner: Lori I lard Estate 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron and brick 
6 stories; 6 bays 
Comment s: Originally 5 stories, ground­

floor cornice missing, new windows 
and doors, iron ornament missing. 
Iron fr~n Exce lsior Ir on Works. 
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231-16 
#16 
(#50-52 Howard) 
Comp I eted: 1860 

· Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Adam W. Spies 
Original -Function: Store and lofts 
Facade: Iron lstfloor, stone above 
5 stories; 3 bai~ . 
Comments: New windows and doors, orna­

ment missing fr:qm storefront. 
Served a~ Soldier's Depot during 
Ci vi I War. 

231-38 
§20-22 (through to Broadway) 
Completed: 1860 
Arch i tec't: Griffith Thomas 
Original Owner: N~ Ludlum 
Original Function: Store and lofts 
Facade: Brick, stone and i.ron 
5 stories; 6 bays · -
Comments: Iron from Ni cho I & Bi I I erwe I I 

Iron Works, new windows and doors. 

231-36 
§26 (through to Broadway) 
Completed: 1855 
Architect: Unknown. 
Original Owner: Matthew Morgan 
Original Function: . Stores and lofts 
F~c~de: Brick, stone, iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: . New doors and windows 

231-26 
§32 
(§107-113 Grand, southeast corner) 
Commenced: 1899 
Compteted: 10/2/1900 
Architect: Wi I I iam Napier 
Original Owner: Est. of James R. Roose -

velt 
Original Functivn: Store and lofts 
Facade: Brick and iron 
8 stories; 11 bays 
Comments: This portion of the bui I ding 

was a major addition to the origi­
nal section at §109-113 Grand that 
was designed by Thomas Stent and 
bui It for Wm . Astor in 1881-82. 
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Grand to Broome Street 

A ful I spectrum of the development of commercial architecture in the Historic 
District can be observed on this block, with bui I dings dating from 1855 to the 
mid-20th century. This hundred year span is even more significant because the 
block contains at least one building bui It in each decade from the 1850s to the 
1890s. Because so many of the bui I dings were erected at a time when cast iron 
was not in vogue, only four of the fifteen facades are entirely metal, though 
six others have some cast-iron ornament. Another intereiting characteristic of 
the block, also related to the wide span of construction dates, is the variation 
of bui I ding heights. In addition to the normal range of three, four, five and 
six-story buildings, this block also includes examples of bui !dings with one and 
two stories as we! I as eight and twelve stories. 

West Side: Block 474 (west part), Nos. 37-59 

No. 47-49 is an iron building, six stories high and six bays wide, that 
combines sty I ized classical elements in a basically French manner. With the 
exception of the central pediment at the roof I ine, the facade is composed of 
nearly identical units. The only variations are the greater height of the ground 
floor columns and the modi I I ions below the ground floor cornice. The nee-Gree 
terminal block on the north end of this cornice is repeated at the north end of 
each projecting cornice dividing the upper floors. (The terminal blocks on the 
south end of the bui I ding are missing, as are nearly al I of the rusticated piers.) 
The columns are handled in a very singular manner. The only ornaments on the 
smooth shafts are a lozenge-I ike banding serving as a capital ~ecking, an apron­
type banding below it and a base molding. I f there were oriqinalty cap i ta1 ~ecora~ 

tions, none r ema in today. These simple engaged co lumns are the only d istingu ishins 
division between the bays. The bui I ding is topped by a ful I entablature ana 
pediment supported on pa ired brackets above the side piers and console brackets 
above al I but the central column. Between these brackets are simple frieze 
panels. A final crowning note is achieved by the ornamental use of the construc­
tion date, 1872, within the pediment area. 

No. 55, a Griffith Thomas bui I ding completed in 1872, is an interesting 
example of how a single cast-iron facade can coherently combine Italianate bal­
ustr ades , nee-Gree capitals and a French Second Empire broke n pediment atop an 
elaborate cornice. The three bays of t he ground floor are delineated by two 
central columns and flanking piers. The column and pi laster capitals are orna­
mented with rosettes below egg-and-dart molding. This basic formula is r epeated 
on the four remaining floors, although the upper columns are shorter than those 
be low. Also the ground floor co lumns are fluted on the lower shafts, while the 
others a r e not. The upper four floors are separated by projecting cornices . 
Their detai Is are identi ca l, except for a panel led co lumn base and connect ing 
balustrade below the second floor windows. The roof entab lature with its broken 
pediment is the most powerfu I aspect of the bu i Id i ng. Heavy brackets s upport 
the slightly project ing central sect ion of the cornice on which the broken ped i­
ment rests. Flanking these brackets are somewhat larger ones that rise above the 
s ide pi !asters . Since they act as terminal e lements for the entab lature, they 
cont inue through and above the cornice . Pl a ced betwee n these four brackets are 
fr ie ze panels a nd scro ll ed modi I I ions . These same modi I I ibns are r e peated under 
the pediment corni ce and a large urn finial rises wi th in the break of t he pedi­
ment. 

474-2 1 
1137 
(1/104 Grand, northwest corne r) 
Listed on Grand 
4 windows on Mercer 
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474-20 
1/4 1 
GARAGE 
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474-19 
#43 
Completed: 1868 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Original Owner: Arthur Levy 
Original Function: Store and storehouse 
Facade: Brick and iron 
4 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: New ground floor, some window 

s i I I s broken 

474-16 
#47-49 
Commenced: 7/1/1872 
Completed: 2/28/1873 
Architect: Joseph M. Dunn 
Carpenter: W. B. Pettit 
Mason: W. B. Pettit 
Original Owner: Alexander Roux 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron, from Aetna Iron Works 
6 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: New doors 

474-14 
1153 
Comp I eted: 1868 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Alexander Roux 
Original Function: Store and loft 
Facade: Brick, iron storefront & c6rnice 
3 stories; 3 windows 
Comments: Bui I ding either bui It in 1868 

or drastically altered 

4 74-12 
1157-59 
(#453~455 Broome, southwest corner) 
Listed on Broome 
I I bays on Mercer 

474-18 . 
§45 
Comp I et_ed: I 868 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Ira Campbel I Estate 
Original Function: Store and loft 
Facade: Brick 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Entire new facade in 1920 

when altered into factory. 

474-15 
§ 51 
Comp I eted: 1940 
Function: Garage 
2 stories 

474-13 
#55 
Commenced: I 1/16/1871 
Completed: 3/27/1872 
Architect: Griffith Thomas 
Bui Ider: William Pettit 
Original Owner: Wi I I iam Moser 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Some capital elements missing 

East Side: Block 474 (east part), Nos. 34-60 

No. 50-52, built between 1869 and 1870, is a five-story iron bui I ding that is 
six bays wide. Although the bui I ding extends through to No. 477-479 Broadway, tr.e 
Mercer Street facade is different from that on Broadway. It is very common for 
bui I dings on this side of Merc~r to extend through to Broadway; and in nearly 
every instance the Broadway facade is much more elaborate than that on Mercer. 
This corn par i son ho Ids true in this case, though the Mercer Street facade · is finer 
than most of "its neighbors on the block. 

The ground floor is divided by columns on either side of the two doors, 
located in the second and fifth bays, and simple panel led pi !asters in the center 
of the bui I ding and on either. end. The smooth columns have · two narrow bands, two­
thirds of the way down the shaft, with a single pellet ornament between ·them, 
ll1e only indication of a capital on either the columns or the pi !asters is a 
simple necking band. The same capital division is uti Ii zed on the pilasters fhat 
divide the bays on the upper four floors. The only other decoration on these 
pi !asters is a double banding, again two-thirds of the way down from the capital. 
Atop the bui I ding is an entablature that echoes the strong regularity of the 
facade, yet offers a terminating emphasis. The actual cornice appears to rest 
upon identical scrolled brackets that are spaced above each bay division. Between 
these brackets are frieze panels with diamond-shaped moldings and smal I modi I I ions 
suspended from the cornice. 

-120-



SH-Cl HD 

MERCER STREET (Cont'd.) 

4 74-42/43/44/45 
§34-42 
(northeast corner Grand) 
PARKING LOT 

474-36 
#46 (through to Broadway) 
Commenced: 4/15/1894 
Completed: 2/29/1895 
Architect: Ralph Townsend 
Original Owner: J. J. Little 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brick, iron storefront 
8 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: Common facade with #48 

474-33/34 
§50-52 (through to Broadway) 
Commenced: 7/12/1869 · 
Completed: 3/31/1870 
Architect: H. W. Smith & Sons 
Original Owner: Wm. Rhinelander 
Original Function: Store and storehouse 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: This is the rear of #477-479 

e · way but with different facade 
treatment. Some elements missing. 
~ 

474-30 
#56-58 (through to Broadway) 
Commenced: 9/1/1869 
Completed: 3/31/1870 
Architect: Robert Mook 
Bui Ider: Tucker 
Original Owner: Helen Langdon 
Orig i na I Function: s·rore and •oft .. 
Facade: Brick, iron . storefront 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: This is the rear of 483-485 

B'way. 

Broome to Spring Street 

474-37 
§44 
(§4 71 8roc~9~1ay) 

Comp I eted: 1855 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Margaret Duffie 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brick, Jron storefront · 
2 stories; 3 bays · · 
Comments: This ·is the rear of #471 

B'way, was cut down from 5 stories, 
original iron shutters. B'way 
storefront listed in Badger's 1865 
catalog. 

474-35 
#48 (through to Broadway) 
Commenced: 4/13/1894 
Completed: 2/25/1895 
Architect: Ralph Townsend 

. Original Owner: Harvey .Chaffee 
Original Function: Store . 
Facade: Brick, iron storefront 
8 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: Common facade with #46. 

474-32 
#54 (through to Broadway) 
Commenced: 6/11/1868 
Completed: 10/24/1868 
Architect: Wi I I iam T. Beer 
Bui Ider: David Carpenter 
Original Owner: C. J. Oppenheim 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brick with stone trim 
4 stories; 4 bays 

474-29 
§60 
(#487 Broadway, §443-449 Broome, south­

east corner) 
Listed on Broome 
3 bays on Mercer 

A vast majority of the bui I dings on this block date either from the 1870s or 
the period between 1892 and 1900. The nearly equal distribution between the two 
periods provides a contrast between the restr? i n.ed symmetry of the 1870 facades 
and the sumptuous bui I dings of the latter period. Although one of the bui I dings 
from the 90s is nine stories high and two are eight, most of the other . bui I d ings 
on the block range between five and six sfories. This relative consist ency is 
broken only by two vacant lots and a smal I one-story shop at No. 81 that dates 
from 1940. 
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West Side: Block 485, Nos. 65-99 

No. 85-87, designed by Robert Mook in a free classical manner, combining 
Italianate and neo-Grec elements, is one of four buildings on the block that has 
a complete cast-iron facade. The storefront retains much of its original charac­
ter as does the rest of the 1872-73 facade, It is broken into eight bays by 
Corinthian columns, each fluted on the lower portion of their shaft, and a 
panel led pi laster in the center of the facade . The ground floor is also flanked 
by similar pi !asters, ~bove which rest blocks which serve as terminal elements 
for the projecting cornice. This combination of pi !asters, terminal blocks and 
cornice is repeated on each of the remaining four floors, except that the ground 
floor cornice is embel Ii shed by smal I modi I I ions, while the others are not. The 
eight _second-floor bays are divided by columns with smooth shafts and Doric 
capitals, These columns rest on high panel led bases, separated by balustrades. 
On the upper floors the column bases and balustrades are omitted and the smooth 
column shafts are decorated with deep, molded lattice-work on their lower portion. 
A simple entablature, incorporating a panel led frieze and smal I modi I I ions, is 
used at the top of the bui I ding, The only additional elements found at the roof 
I ine are restrained brackets above the central and flanking piers. 

No. 95-99, located .on the southwest corner of Mercer and Spring Streets, 
was designed by G. A. Schei I inger and bui It between 1895 and 1896. Although the 
bui I ding is only - six stories high, it assumes the stature of a much taller bui Id­
ing. This effect is achiev~d by the strong verticality of the three triple-bay 
units (a formula repeated on the Spring Street facade,) and the monumentality of 
the ornament on the upper portion of the bui I ding. The first two floors are 
handled in a relatively simple manner in comparison to the rest of the bui I ding. 
On the ground floor massive stone piers separate the three triple-bay units. The 
main entrance for the Mercer Street facade, located in the central opening, is 
composed of narrow iron door and window framings which inc6rporate decorative 
pi !asters, capitals and brackets. The second floor, separated from the first by 
a projecting denti I led cornice, has alternating horizontal bands of brick and 
stone on the otherwise plain piers. Between each pair of main piers, two smal !er 
recessed piers are used to create the triple-bay effect. 

The next major division of the bui I ding is a strongly cohesive triple-story 
unit, incorporating the third through fifth floors. It is set off from the sec­
ond floor by a cornice with an egg-and-dart molding. Both the major and minor 
brick piers of this upper section continue uninterrupted for the entire three 
floors. The window units are accented by decorative iron spandrel panels between 
each floor and a curved terra-cotta egg-and-dart molding with a keystone above 
each rounded fifth floor window. The most powerful ornaments on the entite 
bu i Id i ng are the massive Baroque terra-cotta cartouche forms that hang from the 
four large piers, extending through the entire height of the fifth floor. Another 
projecting cornice is used to separate the fifth floor from the si xth, which is 
treated as an attic story. The same bay formula is carried through, however, 
with terra-cotta panels I ining up with the main piers and brick Ionic columns 
defining the minor divisions. Above this final story, the bui I ding is crowned 
by a high iron entablature with a classic ornamental frieze, denti Is and modi I-
I ions. 

485-34 
#65-67 
(#454 Broome, northwest corner) 
Listed on Broome 
10 bays on Mercer 
Comments: Ground floor capitals missing. 

Wooster facade is of brick trimmed 
W'i th stone above an iron s t ore­
front. 
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485-33 
1169 
Commenced: 3/21/1876 
Completed: 9/11/1876 
Architect: Theo. A. Tribet 
Bui Ider: Robinson & vJa I lace 
Original Owner: Edward C. El lot 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: New doors and windows 
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485-32 
#71 
Commenced: 8/23/1900 
Completed: 1/30/1901 
Architect: Geo. F. Pelham 
Original Owner: Robert Smith 
Original Function: Light Manufacturing 
Facade: Brick 
6 stoi ies; 2 bays 
Comments: Cornice replaced. 

485-29 
#79 
Commenced: 2/27/1892 
Completed: 1/31/1893 
Architect: Cleverdon & Putzel 
Carpenter: E. F. Haight 
Bui Ider: P. Gallagher 
Original Owner: Louis Friedman 
Original Function: Store and loft 
Facade: Brick, 2-story iron storefront 
6 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: New door and windows 

485-27 
1183 
Commenced: 5/24/1872 
Completed: I 1/29/1872 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Bui Ider: George Springsted 
Original Owner: George Lori I lard 
Original Function: Store and storehouse 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: One tay bricked in, ornamants 

missing, new doors and windows. 

485-24 
#89 
PARKING LOT 

485-21 
l/95-99 
(#106-112 Spring, southwest corner) 
Commenced: 3/14/1895 
Completed: 1/30/1896 
Architect: G. A. Schei I inger 
Original Owner: Boehm & Coon 
Original Function: Store and warehouse 
Facade: Limestone, brick, terra cotta 
6 stories; 9 bays on Mercer, 9 bays on 

Spring 
Comments: Cornice cut for fire escape 
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485-30 
#73-77 
Commenced: I 1/1/1875 
Completed: 5/20/1876 
Architect: Jesse W. Powers 
Bui Ider: Joseph W. Smith 
Original Owner: John Ruszits 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
6 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Cornice missing, some orna­

ment missing. 

485-28 
#81 
Completed: 8/8/1940 
Architect: R. Rappaport 

. Engineer: R. Rappaport 
Owner: Philomena Pasquale 
Function: Smal I business 
Facade: Concrete, brick, cement block, 

metal sheeting 
I story · 

485-25/26 
1185-87 
Commenced: 6/10/1872 
Completed: 2/28/1873 
Architect: Robert Mook 
Mason: Amos Woodruff 
Original Owner: Amos Eno 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 8 bays 

485-22 
#91-93 
Commenced: 6/19/1900 
Completed: 1/30/1901 
Architect: Hi I I and Turner 
Original Owner: Jacob Gartschere~ 
Original Function: Lofts 
Facade: Limestone, brick, iron store­

front 
6 stjries; 6 bays 
Comments: Cornice cut for fire escape 
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East Side: Block 484, Nos. 62-·98 

No. 66-:-68 combines restrained and simplified Romanesque characteristics in 
a classic, symmetrical mann~~, ~imi lar to that used in the early skyscrapers. 
The lack of elaborate orn~me~t on this bui I ding is unusual conside~ing that . it 
was bui It in 1892-93 -- a ·time when massive terra-cotta embel.I ishments were pop­
ular and this particular architect, Alfred Zucker, normally worked . in a more 
ornamental styl~. 

The iron ground-floor facade is divided by four narrow pilaster~, panel led 
on their upper sections and t6~ped by modified bracket~. These pi !asters are 
flanked by panel led corner piers that have flat, I inear capitals composed of 
fanned foliation, a motif similar to those used by Louis Sul I ivan. These side 
piers are continued up through seven of the eight floors, divided only by simple 
horizontal bands below the third, fourth and seventh floors . 

The simple treatment of fhe six windows on each of tnE'l upper brick floors 
is constant, except for the attic story. Other than the plain stone I int~ls, 
the only distinguishing characteristics on this portion of the brick facade are 
the stepped corbe 11 i ng above the second and seventh floors, the pane II i ng above 
the third, and the string course that divides the remaining floors. A very 
interesting ornamentation occurs, however, on the cornice frieze that separates 
the seventh floor from the attic story. This is the repeated terra-cotta motif 
of a stemmed inverted heart or turnip flanked by .circular forms. Although this 
motif is freely adapted, it closely relates to British Arts and Crafts forms of 
the turn of the century. T~e final element of the bui I ding is the brick attic 
story which is composed of twelve smal I arched -windows, topped by a string course 
and recessed . corbel ling. · 

484-31 
#62-64 
(§450-452 Broome, northeast corner) 
Listed on Broome 
6 bays on Mercer 

484-23 
#70 (through to Broadway) 
Commenced! 1868 
Arc:;hitect: Wm . T. Beer 
Ori~ihal Owner~ C. & A. Oppenheim 
Original Function: Store and warehouse 
Facade: Stone and ir;-on 
4 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Roof cornice missing, new 

doors and windows 

484-20 
#74-76 (through to Broadway) 
Commenced: 6/20/1878 
Completed: 2/26/1879 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Carpenter: Wi I I iam Vanderhof 
Mason: Richard Oeeves 
Original Owner: Joseph Loubat 
Original Function: Store and loft 
Facade: Brick , Iron storefront 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Common facade with #78-80 

and 82. 
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484-24 
#66-68 (through to Broadway) 
Commenced: 5/2/1,892 
Completed: 3/30/1893 
Architect: Alfred Zucker 
Original 0 00ner: Augustus D. Jui I lard 
Original Function: Store 
Facade : Brick, stone, iron, terra cotta 
8 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: New ground floor windows and 

doors. 

484-22 
#72 
PARKING LOT 

484-18 
#78-80 
Commenced: 7/22/1878 
Completed: 2/26/1879 
Architect: J. S. Snook 
Original· Owner: Joseph Loubat 
Original ·Function: Store and l.ofts 
Facade: Brick, Iron storefront 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Common facade with #74-76 

and #82 



SH-Cl HD 

MERCER STREET (Cont' d. ) 

484- I 7 
#82 (through to Broadway) 
Commenced: 7/29/1878 
Completed: 2/26/1879 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Original Owner: Joseph Loubat 
Original Function: Store and Loft 
Facade: Brick, iron storefront 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Common facade with #74-76, 

1178-80. 

484-3 
1196-98 
(#96-104 Spring, southeast corner) 
Listed on Spring 
3 double bays on Mercer 

Spring to Prince Street 

486-16/15/13/1/2 
1184-94 (through to Broadway) 
Commenced: 6/14/1884 
Completed: 2/28/1885 
Architect: Samuel A. Warner 
Carpenter: John Sniffin 
Mason: Masterton & Harrison 
Oriainal Owner: Estate of D. H. Haight 
Ori~inal Function: Store anJ warehouse 
Facade: Br i ck,stone trim, iron store'."" 

front 
6 stories; 16 bays 
Comments: SI ight alteration on ground 

floor, 

A ful I century of growth and development can be witnessed in a single glance 
when looking down this one block of Mercer Street. The earliest extant bui I ding 
on the block, as well as in the District, is No, IOI, built c. 1806-08 on the 
corner of Spring and Mercer Streets. Jumping exactly a century, one finds that 
the most recent bu i Id i ng of any importance is the "new" Reuss Bui Id i ng at No. 
123-125, bui It between 1906 and 1908, Between these two extremes, there ar e both 
iron and masonry bui I dings dating from each deG~de between the 1850s and 1900s, 
as wel I as one Federal house tegun in 1819. 

West Side: Block 499, Nos. 101-137 

No, 105 was built in 1819-20 as a residence for Mary Boddy, a seamst ress. 
Although this Federal brick house has had its pitched roof and dormers r emo ved 
and its ground floor window replaced, it is amazing that so ~ many of its original 
elements remain,considering the commercial character of the District for over 
one h• indred years. 

The finest detai Is on the bui I ding are the slender, wooden Ionic columns 
flanking the door and the intricately worked . spoked leading of the fan I ight, 
which is compl etely in t act. Framing the fanlight is an arched stone I intel with 
a vermiculated keystone and voussoirs that alternate · with simple curved pane ls. 
The same combination of smooth and vermiculated panels is repeated on the stone 
I intels above the three windows on both the second and third floor. 

No. I I I, bui It between September 1878 and January 1879, is one of only two 
bui !d ings designed by Henry Fernbach on the portion of Mercer Street that I !e s 
within the District. It is interesting that Fernbach, who dominated the devel­
opment of Greene Street, is hardly represented on this street,just one block awa y. 

The iron fa cade, of No. I I I with its five stories and three bay width, 
in corporates the modified neo-Grec characteristics frequently found in designs 
by Fernbach. The two ground floor ' columns, with their capitals that are simply 
embel I ished by an ornamental abacus, are identical to those used on the four 
remaining floors, with the exception of the fluting on their lower shafts. Each 
of the five stories is flanke d by a panel led pier that is decorated by an anthe­
m ion motif on its upper section. These piers are divided by large blocks that 
act as terminal elements for the projecting cornices between each floor. The 
bui I ding is crowned by a massive entablature that ut1 I izes not only large brackets 
on either end, but also smaller ones that substitute for modi I I ions. Between the 

-125-



SH-Cl HD 

MERCER STREET (Cont'd.) 

seven closely spaced brackets are placed molded frieze panels and denti Is, 

No. I 13-115 is a bui I ding by Julius Boeke! I that was constructed in 1872. 
Although the use of two broken pediments above the roof I ine and a heavy rustica­
ted central pier give the impression of two matching facades, each three bays 
wide, the new bui I ding application fl led by Boeke I I indicates one bui I ding and 
one · O\~ner. 

· The iron storefront is supported by smooth co I umns wlth I on i c capita Is that 
have an egg-and-dart molding below their volutes. These are the only iron ele­
ments remaining on the ground floor, though it must have originally incorporated 

· pier decorations and a projecting cornice. 

The four upper floors are separated by cornices and flanked by rusticated 
piers identical to the one in the center. The facade is constructed of smooth 

stone that is interrupted only by the simple pier capitals between the segmental­
arched windows. 

The most powerful aspect of the facade is the double roof entablature. Al­
though the two broken pediments make it appear that there are two roof I ines, the 
cornice continues across the entire six bay unit, separated only by a bracket 
above the central pier. This same .bracket motif is repeated above the two side 
piers, while smaller brackets are placed over the fout window piers. In addition 
to the frieze panels found between the brackets, decorative modi I I ions are used 
both here and un.der the pediment cornice. 

499-'36 
#IOI . 
(#i07 Spring, northwest corner) 
Listed on Spring 
30 feet on Mercer 
Comments: There are two windows on the 

2nd floor, 3 on the 3rd floor 

499-35 
#105 
Comp I eted.: · 1820 
Architect: Unknown 

· Original Owner: Mary Boddy 
Original Function: Dwel I ing 
Facade: Brick 
3 stories; 3 windows 
Comments: Original door frame and I in­

tel, original fan I ight, ground­
floor windows made into one 

499-33 
#109 
PARKING LOT 
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499-36 
#l.03 
Completed: c. 1810 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Conrad Brooks 
Original Function: Store and dwel I ing 
Facade: Brick and stucco 
2 stories; 2 windows 
Comments: This is an extension of th e 

corner house. It may have been 
bui It when the brick front was 
added to #IOI. 

499-37 
#107 
Commenced: 6/3/1878 
Comp I eted: I I/ 30/ 1. 878 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Original Owner: C. L. Wolfe 
Original Function: Store and loft 
Facade: Philadelphia brick, stone, iron 
5 st9ries; 3 bays 
Comments: Ground-floor windows and 

doors fi I led in. Iron from Jack­
son & Sons Iron Works. 

499-32 
#111 
Commenced: 9/18/1878 
Completed: 1/22/1879 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Bui Ider: Charles Eberspacher 
Original Owner: M. & S. Sternberger 
Original Function: Store and storehouse 
Facade: Iron, from Corne I I Iron Works 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Ground-floor doors and win­

dows replaced. 
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499-30131 
#113-115 
Commenced: 7/10/1872 
Completed: I 1/25/1872 
Architect: Julius Boeke I I 
Original Owner: C. F. Richards 
Original Function: Store and store-

house 
Facade: Stone, iron storefront & 

cornice 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Ground-floor doors and win­

dows replaced, Some ornament 
missing. 

499-27 
# 121 
Commenced: 7/1/1879 
Completed: 1-1/28/1879 
Architect: D. & J. Jardine 
Original Owner: N. Y. Eye and Ear 

Infirmary 
Original Function: Stores 
Facade: Iron from Althaus Iron Works 
5 stor ies; 3 bays 

499-23 
# 127-1 3 1 
Comp I eted : 1869 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Gustave Herter 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brick, iron and stone 
6 stories; 5 bays 
Comments: Altered in 1881, one story 

added; iron from Geo. Toop Iron 
Works. This bu i I ding was appar­
ently bui It for and occupied by 
t he cabinetmak ing firm of Gustave 
Herter. The German-born Gustave, 
along with his younger hal~brother 
Christian, establ i shed the ~romi­
nent decorating firm of Herter Bro­
thers. During the same per iod the 
Herter Brothe rs also occup ied a 
bui I ding at 547 B'way, whi ch has 
since been replaced. 

499-2 1 
# 135 
Commenced: 1853 
Comp I eted: 1854 
Architect : Unknown 
Original Owner: Herman Gerkan 
Original Function: Store 
Facade : Brick, iron cornice 
5 stor ies; 3 windows 
Comments: Ground f loor bri cked in 
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499-28/29 
#1 17-119 
Commenced: 2/5/1891 
Completed: 12/31/1891 
Architect: George Provot 
Original Owner: Annie Rome! Lecout 
Oriainal Function: Store and lofts 
Fac;de: Iron, brick, stone 
5 stories; 7 bays 
Comments: New doors and windows . . 

499-7 
#123-125 
(#104-110 Greene) 
Completed: 3/31/1908 
Architect: Wi I liam J. Di lthy 
Original Owner: Charles B. Rouss Es-

tate 
Original Function: Stores 
Facade: Brick, stone, iron 
14 stories; 8 bays 

499-22 
#133 
Commenced: 5/29/1900 
Completed: 9/28/1901 
Architect: Harry A. Jacobs 
Mason: Roger Organ 
Original Owner: Charles Smith 
Original Function: Store and lofts 
Facade: Brick and stone 
8 stor ies; I bay , 3 windows 
Comments: New ground-floor door and 

windows. 

499-20 
#137 
(#94 Prince, southwest corner) 
Listed on Prince 
4 windows on Mercer 
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East Side:. Block 498, Nos. 100-132 

Nos. 108-110 and I 12 were both designed by Charles Mettam and bui It with 
iron facades, combining French and Italian elements, . between 1868 and 1869. Al­
though these bui I dings, which continue through to Broadway, have always been 
considered to be two separate structures, they were commenced and completed on 
exactly the same dates and were listed together on one bui I ding appl_ication. 
More importantly, the two bui I dings share the same facade on Mercer Street, as 
wel~ as on Broadway. 

The two ground floor sections, divided by a simple rusticated pier, incorpor­
ate both an entrance level with Corinthian columns and a basement level that is 
distinguished by its extended panel led column bases, Although .al I of the entrances 
must have originally been approached by high stoops, only one is left. The groun d 
floor facade is flanked by rusticated iron piers identical to the one in the 
cen+er~ Although the central pier only extends up through the first floor, those 
on the side originally flariked the entire bui !ding. · Sdme of these members are 
now missing, however, as are .some of the terminal blocks dividing the piers at 
each floor level. The ~e~ainder of the facade is organized in a very direct 
fashion with Corinthian columns of equal height between each bay and a projecting 
cornice between each floor. (The cornices are missing on No. 112.) 

The entire two-bui I ding unit is surmounted by an interesting entablature 
that is unusual for cast-iron facades of this period, The frieze area is sectioned 
by a series of triglyphs that are set above each column. Within each of the 
frieze divisions are placed two projecting panels that are rounded at the ends. 
The cornice above the frieze is embel I ished by simple modi I I ions. 

498-27 
§100-106 
(§101 Spring, northeast corner) 
Listed on Spring 
10 bays on Mercer 

498-18 
§I 12 (through to Broadway) 
Commenced: 9/1/1868 
Completed: 4/30/1869 
Architect: Charles Mettarn 
Original Owner: Gi ls~y & Be~kman 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 5 bays 
Co111ments: Common facade with §110, all 

floor cornices missing, ground 
f I oor a I tered, iron ornament miss­
i ng. 
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498-20 
§108-110 (through to Broadway) 
Commenced: 9/1/1868 
Completed: 4/30/1869 
Architect: _Charles Mettam 
Original Owner: Gi lsey & Beekman 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 5 bays 
Comments: Ground floor greatly altered, 

some ornament missing, common 
facade with §I 12. 

498-17 
§I 14 (through to Broadway) 
Commenced: 5/15/1902 
Completed: 6/15/1903 
Architect: John W. Stevens 
Mason: John W. Stevens 
Original Owner: john W. Stevens Build-

i ng Co • . 
Original Function: Warehouse 
Facade: Brick and Stone 
10 stories; 4 bay~ 

Comments: Ground-floor window and doors 
altered, 
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498-16 
Ill 16 (through to Broadway) 
Commenced: 2/1 3/1885 
Completed: 12/13/1885 
Architect: Samuel A. Warner 
Original Owner: Samuel lnslee 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: 1 ro n 
6 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Original shutters intact, 

origina l storefront missing. 

498- 11 
1/120-126 (through to Broadway) 
Commenced: 3/11/1889 
Comp leted : 5/3/1890 
Architect: Alfred Zucker 
Original Owner: Charles B. Broadway · 
Original Function: Store 
Facade : Brick, terra cotta, iron 
10 stories; 12 bays 
Comments: There is a partial attic, 

some c losed-in upper windows, new 
ground-f loor doors and windows. 
Back of Rouss Bldg . 

498-1 
#132 
(southeast corn er Prince) 
PARKING LOT 

Prince to West Houston Street 

498-15 
Ill 18 (through to Broadway) 
Commenced: 5/21/1888 
Completed: 12/29/1888 
Architect: O. P. Hatfield 
Carpenter: McGuire & Sloan 
Mason: Amos Wqodruff's Sons 
Original Owner: Lucretia F. Post 
Original Function: Warehouse 
Facade: Brick trimmed with Berea stone! 

iron cornice 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments : Ground floor largely altered. 

498-93 
11 128 
GARAGE 

This block is I ined by buil d ings that range in date from a late Federal 
house bui It in 1826-27 to a twelve-story commercial tower erected in 1917. The 
other bui I dings on t he block , for the most part, represent typical iron and 
masonry mercanti le styles from : the 1860s to 1880s . There are also two 20th-~en­
tury garages and an 1867 bui I d ing with a modern fa cade, as wel 1 as the 1854 
Fireman 's Ha l I, er ected by the ' New York Volunteer Fire Department. Thi s brown­
stone bui I di ng was ori gi nally decorated with free-standing and relief sculpture 
( see page 261 of Kenneth Ho lcomb Dunshee's 1952 book, As You Pass By .) Although 
the on ly origina l ornaments left a r e t he upper-story quoins and a plaque r ead ing, 
"Firemen ' s Ha l I," a fee ling of c lass i c d igni t y st i 11 r emains. 

West Side : Block 513, Nos. 14 1-1 73 

No. 153 i s a fi ve- story masonry and cast-iron bui I ding that was designed by 
He nry Congdon a nd bu i 1 t in 1879 . The facade incorporates a cast-iron storefront, 
three bays wide , that i s s upported by two centra l co lumn s a nd f:lank i ng corner 
pi !aster s . Both the co lumns and pi !asters are divided in half vertically by 
ornamental banding, below which i s projecting f luting. Each of the four s upport­
ing members are topped by simple capi ta l s that are decorated by geometric fo rms . 

The r emaining four bri ck stori es are hand led in a direct yet distinctive 
man ner . Each I e ve 1 is separat ed by a stone ba nd cour se whi ch i s rai sed above 
the centra l window on a l I but t he top f loor . Wi t hin these r~ i sed sect ions are 
found inc ised volutes a nd rosettes that are handled in a modified neo-Grec manner. 
These rosettes are also r epeated above the four brick pi ers on the second f loor 
le ve l, The on ly r emaining decorations on the facade are achi e ved through an 
unu s ua l br i ck treatme nt . 

-129-
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This is a horizontal saw-tooth banding running along the second and third story 
piers and recessed panels below the windows on the third and fourth stories. 
Above this facade an iron cornice rests on simple brackets. 

513-35 
§141-147 
(1193-99 Prince, northwest corner) 
Listed on Prince 
10 bays on Mercer 

513-31 
§151 
GARAGE 

513-28 
1/155-157 
Comp I eted: 1854 
Architect: Field & Correja 
Carpenter: James L. Mi I I er & Co. 
Mason: Platt & Fisher 
Orig i na I Iron: Corne 11 Iron Works 
Painting: James Gilmore · 
Carved Works: Dewitt Mott 
Original Owner: City of New York 
Original Function: Fireman's Hal I 
Facade: Stone, brick, iron ground floor 
3 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Facade completely shaved, 

quoins remain 
Present Iron: George H. Toop Iron Works 

513-25 
§163 
Commenced: 1867 
Architect: G. Va n Nostrand 
Original Owner: Wheller & Wi Ison 
Original Funttion: Stable, wagon house 

·and storage · 
Facade! Brick~ iron 
2 stories; 25 feet 
Comments: In 1948, 2nd story removed 

and new facade added, ground floor 
piers are original. 
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513-33 
#149 
Comp I eted: 1826 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Robert Schuyler 
Original Function: Dwel I ing 
Facade: Brick 
3 stories: 3 windows 
Comments: Ground floor completely 

altered, some I intels covered and 
replaced. 

513-30 
#153 
Commenced: 6/3/1879 
Comp I eted: · I 0/8/ 1879 
Architect: Henry Congdon 
Builder: Van Dolsen & Armoth · 
Original Owner: H. & E. Strange 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brick and iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Some iron ornament missing, 

·ground-floor door and windows re­
placed. 

513-26 
#159-161 
Completed: 1854 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner~ James Swan 
O~iginal Function: Store and loft 
Facade! Brick, stone, iron ornament 
4 stories; 7 bays 
Comments: Major alteration after fire 

in 1874. Galvanized iron cornice 
and I intels added, iron columns 
added to ground floor, I intels 
missing, new doors, areas bricked 
in, 

Iron from Ayers & McCandless Iron Wor ks. 

513-23 
#165-167 
Commenced: 8/29/1870 
Completed: 5/24/1871 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Bui Ider: John Conover 
Origihal Own~r: James Kent 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 6 bays 
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513-22 
#169 
Commenced: 8/26/1895 
Completed: 6/1/1896 
Architect: John Prague 
Original Owner: Adam Tucker 
Original Function: Warehouse 
Facade: Iron, brick, I imestone 
7 stories; 2 bays 
Comments: New grou.nd-f loor doors 

513-12 
§173 
(southwest corner West Houston) 
VACANT LOT 

East Side: Block 512, Nos. 142-172 

513-21 
#171 
GARAGE 

Nos. 148, 150 and 152, erected around 1860, are actually three individual 
bui I dings, though they share a common facade, The architectural treatment is 

i very simple and direct, due to the fact that the three Mercer facades are merely 
rear entrances to Nos. 577, 579 and 581 Broadway. The utilitarian hand! ing is 
very successful, however, due largely to the one-and-a-half stories of iron 
shutters, cast by the Jackson Foundry, that cover nearly al I of the lower portion 
of the facade. The shutters extend across the ful I facade of the three bui I ding 
unit, interrupted only by an opening in the fifth bay from the north corner. 
The primary vertical divisions are created by very slender pi I asters topped by 
simple capitals. The main shutters, set between these pilasters, are subdivided 
into rectangular eight-over-eight inset panels; smaller shutters, set at the 
basement leve l, are the same width but half the height. The three br ick stories 
have simple square-headed windows topped by stone I inte ls. The cornice of 
this three bui I ding unit, in keeping with the rest of the facade, is treated in 
a very restrained manner. It consists mere ly of stepped brick corbel I ing, 
accented above and below by projecting bricks which resemble denti Is. 

5 12-23 
# 142-146 
(#569-575 B'way, #85-91 Prince, north-

east corner) 
Listed on Broadway and Prince 
10 bays on Mercer 
Comments: Retains original iron store­

front . 

5 12-2 1 
# 150 
(#579 B'way) 
Completed: c, 1860 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Estate of Mrs. Astor 

Langdon 
Original Function: Storehou se 
Facade : Br ick and iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Has original shutters from 

Jackson Iron Works, common facade 
with # 148, # 152 . 
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512-22 
#148 
(#577 B'way) 
Completed: 1860 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Mrs. Astor La ngdon 
Original Function: Storehouse 
Facade: Brick and iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Has original iron shutters 
from Jackson Iron Works, common fa­
cade with # 150 and # 152. 

512-20 
)){ 152 
(§ 581 B'way) 
Completed: c. 1860 
Architect: Unk nown 
Original Owner: Estate of Mrs. Astor 

Langdon 
Original Function: Storehouse 
Facade : Br ick , iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Has original iron shutters 

from Jackson Iron Works , common 
facade with # 148, # 150. 
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512-18 
§154-158 
(§583-587 B'way) 
Commenced: 4/7/1896 
Completed: 4/5/1897 
Architect: Cleverdon & Putzel 
Original Owner: Weil & Meyer 
Original Function: Store and lofts 
Facade: Indiana I imestone and brick 
12 stories; 6 bays 

512-16 
§162-1 64 
(§591 B'way) 
Completed: c. 1859 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Alfred Wagstaff 
Original Function: Store and loft 
Facade: Brick, iron 
6 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: Storefront altered 

512-14 
§ 168 
(§595 B'way) 
Commenced: 1866 
Architect: James W. Pirsson 
Original Owner: C. D. Fredericks & Co. 
Original Function: Factory and work-

shop 
Facade: Brick, iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 

512-11 
§172 
(§599-601 B'way, southwest corner) 
Completed: 9/5/1917 
Architect: J. Ode I I Whitenach 
Original Owner: Frederick Ayer 
Original Function: Store and loft 
Facade: Brick 
12 stories; 6 bays 
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512-17 
11160 
Completed: 1855 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner : Ward & Hammond 
Original Function: Store and workshop 
Facade: Brick, stone and iron 
5 stories; 4 windows 
Comments: Iron from West side Archi­

tectural Iron Works 

512-15 
#166 
(§593 B'way) 
Completed: c. 1860 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Edward Jones 
Original Function: Store and loft 
Facade: Brick, iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Storefront altered 
Iron from Jackson, Terdock, Morton 

Iron Works 

512-13 
!1170 
(/1597 B'way) 
Commenced: 1867 
Architect: John Kellum 
Original Owner: John Lawrence 
Original Function : Store and ware-

house 
Facade: Brick, iron storefront & cor­

nice 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Iron from Architectural 

Iron Works. 
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Prince Street was l aid out and named by 1797. It probably acquired its name 
after another Prince Street , further south i n Manhattan , that had its name changed 
to Rose Street in 1794 . However , the development of the street within .1e District 
seems to have started fairly 12te in comparison to many others. 

Crosby Street to Broadwa~ 

This block is lined by two large buildings, one built in 1883 , the other in 
1895-97. The latter (on the north side of the street) is typical of the massive 
commercia l structures of that period incorporating Beaux-Arts elements, in which 
classical details are blown up to a very lar~e sca le to f it the size of the building. 
The 138 3 building , which is only half as tall , is somewhat more human in its scale 
and qualities. 

South Si de : Block 497, Nos . 72-78 

No . 72-78 (98-104 Crosby, 560-566 Broadway) is six stories high, ten bays wide 
on Broadway , and fourteen bays wide on Prince. The Broadway side which is more 
prominent has heavy brick piers fl anking the ends and the two center bays. These 
pi ers are decorated \·lith floral capitals at the first , second, fourth, and sixt h 
f loors. The windows with their curved lintels are separated by foliated iron 
pilasters. The entablatures separating one f loor from the next have foliated friezes 
The t wo center bays are topped by a pediment. In addition, each pier is topped by 
its own small curved pediment. 

nn the Prince Street side the three corner end bays are treated in the same 
way as t hose on the Broadway facade. The remainder o~ the Prince Street facade 
is entir ely of brick . The windows , which are narrower than those on Broadway, are 
set with curved stone lintels and stone sills . Stone string courses a lso separate 
each story. At the roof line an identical entablature runs all ar ound the 
building. Circular medallions set in the frieze alternate with modillions under the 
cor nice. 

497-18 
#72-78 
(#98 -104 Crosby , southwest corner, 
#560-566 Broadway , southeast corner) 

Commenced : 3/20/1883 
CoBpleted '. 1/31/1884 
Architect : Thomas Stent 
Ori ginal Owner : Ilfilliam Astor 
Original Function : Store 
Facade : Brick, Wyoming stone 
6 stories : 14 bays 

North Side : Block 511 , No. 69 

511-1 
#69 
(106 Crosby , northwest corner , 
568-578 Er oadway , northeast corner) 

Commenced : 9/9/1895 
Completed : 2/24/1897 
Architect : George Post 
f1ri ~inal ')wner : I-I . Havermayer 
' hirt luol Function : Store and lofts 
Facade : Brld~, st.ono , t erra cot. t n , iron 
12 stories : 11 double bays 
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Broadway to Mercer Street ·· 

This block displays some interesting contrasts in architectural styles. · Es­
pecially noteworthy are Nos. 86 and 90, built almost forty years apart, yet em­
ploying similar classical forms and motifs. No. 86 (which faces Broadway) is typical 
of the popular Italianate style of the 1860s. No. 90 is a ·manifestation ·of the 
Eclectic Classicism of the turn of the century. In contrast to these is ·the com­
pletely non-traditional Prince Street facade of the Singer Co. Building; which is 
almost identical, although somewhat narrower, than the Broadway si'de. The north 
side of the block is entirely ' occupied by the imposing brick facade ·of ·the Thomas 
Stent-designed building of 1881'- 82 which is described on Broadway. 

South Side: Block 498, Nos. 86-92 

No._2Q_, eight stories high and four bays wide, displays its use of classical 
forms in an interesting manner. The 'facade is formed of very thin bricks, joined 
in such a fashion as to imitate large stone blocks with wide joints. The cornices 
and the window ornaments are of stone. The stories are broken up into units sepa­
rated by cornices ; the most prominent unit is that between the third and .seventh 
stories. On the third floor each window is flanked by pilasters topped by Ionic . 
capitals which support -a pediment. The fourth-floor center windows also have 
pediments. The seventh-floor windows are round-arched and set with large flat 
keystones. The windows of the remaining floors are surrounded by moldings and have 
flat lintels and sills. The eighth story is set off above the others, and heavy 
pilasters topped with Ionic capitals divide the bays. The main entablature is quite 
elaborate. Foliated panels line the frieze, and the cornice is supported by foli­
ated brackets. A pediment which is also set with a foliated motif rises over the 
central bays. 

498-5 
#86 
(565-567 Broadway, southwest corner) 
Listed ·on Broadway 
6 bays on Prince 

498-2 
#90 
Commenced : 8/1/1398 
Completed · 5/29/1899 
Architect: Neville & Bagge 
Original Owner : Harrison Realty 
~riginal Function: Lof t 
Facade: Stone , brick 
8 stories ; 4 bays 
Comments: Ground floor alterations 

498-7 
#88 (connected to 561-563 Broadway) 
Commenced: 3/30/1903 
Completed: 7/30/1904 
Architect: Ernest Flagg 
Original Otmer: Singer Manufacturing Co. 
Ori ginal Function: Offices and lofts 
Facade : Iron, terra cotta, glass 
12 stories ; 5 bays 
Comments: This is an L-shaped building with 

another facade at 561~563 Broadway. 
Ground f loor bricked in. 

498-1 
Southeast corner Mercer 
Parking lot 
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North Side : Block 512, Nos. 85-91 

512-23 
#85-91 
(569-575 Broadway, northwest corner, 
142-146 Mercer, northeast corner) 

Described on Broadway 
Commenced : 3/28/1881 
Completed: 3/29/1882 
Architect : Thomas Stent 
Carpenter : John Downey 
Builder: James Webb & Sons 
Original .'Owner: J~J. Astor 
Original Function : Stores 
Facade· Brick, stone, iron 
6 stories; 13 bays 
Comments: Iron from Heurelman & Co. 

Mercer to Greene Street 

This block was developed largely in the 1880s. The three Henry Fernbach building: 
are from the early years of that decade. There are also two brick and iron building: 
one from the 1350s and one from the 1860s. Finally, there are two early 20th­
century buildings designed by Thomas Lamb. 

South Side: Block 499 , Nos. 94-108 

_Na__.9.4_(137 Mercer) is a rather simple five-story brick building with elegant 
iron details. It is eight bays wide on Mercer (a lthough the wall contains only 
five windows across each floor) and three bays wide on Prince. The ground floor 
is enhanced by a handsome cast-iron storefront on both sides of the building. 
Panelled pilasters with Corinthian capital s and cartouche motifs halfway up the 
shafts define the door and window openings. The door in the corner entrance is 
especially handsome. Although it looks later stylistica lly than the 1858 building 
date, the door's fine 19th-century woodwork enhances the etched-glass door panels. 
This doorway is a lso set diagonally .across the corner which makes f or an even 
more striking entrance. The windows set in the brick walls have simple stone sills 
and lintels. The building is capped by a bold entab l ature. The broad panels 
of the fri eze alternate with the heavy foliated brackets which support the iron 
cornice. 

499-20 
#94 

499-18 
#96-98 

(137 Mercer, southwest corner) Commenced : 7/5/1881 
Completed : 1858 Completed : 7/1/1882 
Architect : Unknown Architect : Henry Fernbach 
Original Owner: Her man Gerkan Builder : ~obinson & Wallace 
Original Function : Stores and light Original Owner : A.B. Strange 

manufacturing nriginal Function : Store 
Facade : Brick , iron storefront &cornice Facade: Iron 
S stories ; 3 bays S stories ;. 6 bays 
Comments : Iron from Ayres & McCandless Comments · Roof entablature removed , common 

facade with #100 
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499-17 
#100 
Commenced : 5/4/1882 
Completed : 10/31/1882 
Architect: I-Ienry Fernbach 
~ 1ason: Robinson & 11Jallace 
0riginal Owner: A.B. Strange 
Original Function : ~·Jarehouse 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 4 bays 

. . . 
Comments: Roof entablature removed, 

common fa~ade with #96-98 

499-15 
#106-103 
(122 Greene, southeast corner) 
Completed: 1866 
Architect: W.E. Haring 
Original Owner: G.H. Eckhoff 
Original Function: Store and tenement 

499-12 
#102-104 
Commenced : 10/8/1881 
Completed : 5/31/1382 
Architect : Henry Fernbach 
Carpenter : McGuire & Sloane 
Mason: Amos Woodruff Sons 
Original Owner: Fred Loeser . 
Original Function; Store 
Fai:ade: Iron 
~ stories ; 6 bays 
~omments : Connected to 114-120 Greene ; 

new ground floor entrance 

Facade: Brick , iron entablature & window ornament 
5 stories ; 5 windows 
Comments : Ground floor alterations 

North Side : Block 513 , Nos. 93-107 

No. 93-99 (141-147 Mercer) is a handsome late 1880s HRomanesque 11 con1me~cial · 
design. This six-story brick building is twelve bays wide on Prince and ten 
bays wide on Mercer. The impressiveness of the Prince Street side is created by 
five-story brick piers which divide the bays into four three-window units. 
Crowning each unit is a giant arch spanning all three windows. Terra-cotta 
placques decorated with floral designs and a raised head in the center are applied 
to the arch spandrels. At the ground floor the piers are emphasized with stone 
bands. as well as a simple capi tar decorated \~'i th stylized foliation. · The windows 
within each unit are separated by .narrow brick piers and have stone sills and 
lintels. The bay treatment is similar in the· end·.s·ections on the Mercer Street 
side. The center section on Mercer Street merel,y ·has rows of arched windows at 
the sixth and ground floors with square-headed windows on the remaining floors. 
The entablature is created entirely of brickwork, with <lentil-like moidings on the 
architrave and under the cornice . Together these elements create a powerful , 
restrained building . 

513-35 
#93-99 
(141-147 Mercer, northwest corner) 
Commenced : 6/9/1887 
Completed: 1/30/1888 
Architect: Nm . Schickel & Co. 
Original Owner: J.J. Astor 
0riginal Function : Store and Office 
Facade: Brick, stone , terra cotta, 

iron storefront 
6 stories ; 12 bays 

513-39 
#103-107 
(124-128 Greene, northeast corner) 
Commenced: 5/2/1910 
Completed: 10/27/1910 
Architect : Thomas W. Lamb 
Original Owner: Charles Lane 
Original Function: Post Office 
Facade: Brick, stone 
2 stories : 5 bays 

513-36 
#101 
Commenced : 5/14/1910 

. \ Completed : 1/12/1911 
Architect : Thomas H. Lamb 
Original 0wner : Charles Lane 
Original Function~ Lofts 
Facade : Brick, iron 
7 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments : Roof cornice cut for fire escape 
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Greene to 1'/ooster Street 

This block has several fine cast-iron facades, all of which date from 1890. 
It is interestin!?: to note that Nos. 116; ·and 118. were built as tenements in 1877 , 
an indication that this block was still being used for residential purposes 
at this late date. 

South Side: Block 500, Nos. 110-126 

No. 112-114 is a late cast-iron building dating from 1889-90 , designed by 
Richard Berger : he was also responsible for designing several other cast-iron 
buildings in the District at a somewhat earlier time. 

Six stories high and· six bays wide, this neo-Grec building adds a handsome 
note to this side of the street. Banded pilasters flank each end of the building . 
Slender fluted colonnettes topped by neo-Gtec capitals separate the windows. 
The window lintels are edged with an acanthus leaf motif. The stories are separated 
by entablatures. The cornice above the first floor is enriched by modillions. 
The frieze on each story has neo-Grec noti:f s placed ubove the colon-
nettes . Each cornice is also flanked by an incised terminal block which is sup­
ported by two elaborate lJrackets. At the sixth floor , brackets rising from the 
colonnettes support the cornice. The piers at the roofline are capped by very 
small pediments above very wide brRckets. A raised pediment enclosing a fanli ght­
like motif crowns the roof. 

500-21 
# 110 
(115-117 Greene , southwest corner) 
Garage and Parking lot 

500-18 
#116 
Commenced· 4/4/1877 
Comp leted: 7/26/1877 
Architect: John G. Prague 
Builder : B. Schaaf & Son 
'1riginal Owner: S. Ellery Anderson ; 
0riginal Function· Tenement 
Facade · Brick, iron, terra cotta 
4 stories : 3 windows, 20 ft. wide 
Comn1ents : ;·1as originally 5 stories 

500-16 
#120-124 
Commenced : 11/1/1392 
Completed : 5/21/,1893 

. Architect : Fred S • . Schlesinger 
'1riginlll Owner· James H. Sillcocks 
0rigina l Function : Stores .and light 

rnanuf acturing 
Facade· Brick , stone , iron 
2 stories · 5 bays, 39 ft. wide 
Co~~ents : Com.men facade with #1 26 

500-15 (originally lot 14) 
Southeast corner l•Tooster & Prince 
Listed on '."Tooster 
3 bays on Prince 

500-19 
#ll2-114 
Commenced · 5/22/1889 
Completed : 1/29/1890 
Architect · Richard Berger 
nrip.inal nwner '. Louis & ~amuel Sachs 
Origina l Function : Store 
Facade· Iron 
6 stories· 6 bays 

500-17 
#118 
Com.~enced · 4/4/1877 
Completed · 7/30/1877 
Architect · John G. Prague 
Origina l Owner : S. Ellery Anderson 
0riginal Function: Store and tenement 
Facade : Pressed brick with f reestone trim 
2 stories : 3 bays , 20 ft. wide 
Cmiments · '"1as originally 5 stories 

500-15 
#126 
Commenced · 11/1/1892 
Completed: 5/21/1893 
Architect : Fred Schlesinger 
Original riwner : James Sillcocks 
nriginal Function : Stores and light manu-

facturing 
Facade : Brick, stone, iron storefront 
2 stories : 3 bays, 25 ft. wide 
Comments · Common facade with #120-124 
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North Side: Block 514, Nos. 109-125 

Nos. 113-115, 117-119 and 121 are three separate cast-iron buildings with a 
common facade ; all---were de-signed at the same time by Cleverdon and Putzel for Frank 
Seitz in 1890-91. This is a very late use of cast iron for a co!11plete facade, 
but the material is well suited to the florid French Renaissance motifs which 
decorate the f acace .. 

The facade is six stories high, and each section is five bays wide. Each 
section is flanked by highly elaborated 1ilasters. The windows are separated by 
colonnettes capped by stylized Ionic capitals. In addition to the various medallions 
and fri eze motifs on the pilasters , further decorative variation i$ created by 
the panels above the windows of the second through fifth floors. The second floor 
panel has a diamond weave pattern set with pellet ornament, the third and fourth 
floor panels have scrolled foliation, and the fifth floor panel has coffering set 
with a leaf ornament . The sixth floor windows are arched, and they are separated 
by spirally fluted colonnettes. Only the No. 113-115 section retains its original 
entab l ature. The cornice is underlaid by modillions above a row of <lentils set 
between two rows of egg-and-dart molding . This highly elaborated facade dominates 
this side of the block. 

514-35 
#109-111 
(119 Greene, northwest corner) 
Commenced : 10/1/1882 
Completed : 1/31/1383 
Architect : Jarvis Morgan Slade 
Original Owner : C. H. !1oodbury et al . 
Original Function : Store 
Facade: Iron, from Cheney-Hewlett 

Architectural Iron 1'Jorks 
5 stories ; 5 bays 

514-39 
#117-119 
Comflenced : 6/2/1890 
Completed : 3/ 31/1891 
Architect: Cleverdon & Putzel 
nriginal nwner : Frank Seitz 
Original Function : Warehouse 
Facade'. Iron 
6 stories: 5 bays 
Conments: Roof cornice missing, com­

mon facade with #113-115, 
and #1 21 

51,~ -41 

#1'?.3 

Co1u)l!t;nced: 7 / 20/ 1891 
Completed: 2/ 29/1892 
A.rchi tect : A.l bert lfagner 
Orieinal Owner : John Kehoe 
Original Function : Store 
Facade: Brick, stone , iron 
6 s tories ; 4 bays 

'\looster Street _ _!:~Je_st Broadway 

514-37 
#113-115 
Comnenced : 6/ 2/1890 
Completed· 3/ 31/1891 
Architect : Cleverdon & Putzel 
Original Owner : Frank Seitz 

·original Function· Warehouse 
Facade : Iron 
6 stories ; 5 bays 
Comments'. Ground floor alterations, common 

facade with #117-121 

514-40 
#1 21 
Comflenced '. 6/2/1390 
Completed : 3/31/1891 
Architect : Cleverdon & Putzel 
0ri~inal Owner · Frank Seitz 
Original Function '. ~·.1arehouse 
Facade : Iron 
6 stories · 5 bays 
CoMments : Roof cornice missing, common 

facade with #113-119 

514-42 
#125 
(130-132 l'Jooster , northeast corner) 
Commenced : 6/ 25/1892 
Completed: 1/ 31/ 1893 
Architect : Buchman & Deisler 
Dri ginal 0wner : Henrietta Hecht 
Facade : Brick, stone, iron storefront 
6 stories ; 3 bays 

The buildings in t his bl ock which date mostly from the 1890s were used pr imarily 
for industrial purposes. Consequently they are much mor e utilitarian in appearance 
than the commercial s t ructures of .the 18q0s which line sections of Broadway. None­
theless, these utilitarian structures ar e trimmed with stone ~err:i: cottCt:, or iron 
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decorations. Some facades are also enhanced with patterns in the brickwork. 

South. Si.de '. Block 501, Nos. 128-142 

No. 138 and No. 140-142 (435 Nest Broadway) are two buildings done in a modified 
Romanesque style. No. 140-142 was built in 1879, and No. 138 was added as an 
extension in 1894 by the architect of the earlier building. The two sections are 
joined by an iron cornice at the ground floor. 

No. 138 is a six stories high and three bays wide . . The brick facade is flanked 
by brick pilasters and is set above a ground floor whose doors are flanked by 
iron pilasters. The architect used brickwork to create panels under the third and 
fourth story windows. The fourth floor windows are arched. The fifth and sixth 
stories are set above a stepped entablature lined by a stone string course. The 
five windows of the fifth floor are also arched. The pilasters flanking these two 
stories use the brick in such a way as to create deep incisions. Topping the whole 
is a nodest iron cornice . 

. No. 140-142 (345 West Broadway) is five stories high, five bays wide on Prince . 
. The West Broadway side contains four sets of paired windows set between the single 
windows of the two end bay sections. The ground floor is set with arched windows 
and doors on both sides , and it is topped by an iron cornice which has underlying 
dentils and stepped brickwork. Rising above this is a three-story section whose 
end bays on each side are flanked by brick pilasters. The third-story windows are 
arched. Part of the original entablature was removed when the mansard roof was 
added in 1892-94, but the stepped frieze and brick <lentils remain. The mansard 
roof contains groups of paired windows and is now plastered or cemented over. A 
most distinctive touch is added by the tall molded, somewhat medieval-looking, 
chimney on the !\fest Broadway side. 

501-19 
#128 
(127 11/ooster , southwest corner) 
Vacant fot 

501-14 
#138 
Com.'Ilenced : 1393 
Completed : 6/30/1894 
Architect : Henry M. Congdon 
Original Owner: Edward Abbott 
Original ,Function: 1'Jarehouse 
Facade : Brick , iron storefront 
6 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments : Bui lt as an extension 

to #140-142 

Nor th Side : Block 515 , Nos. 129- 145 

501-15 
#13.0-136 
Commenced: 1925 
Func.tion: Garage and ligh1; manufacturing 
Facade : Brick 
4 stories, 100 ft. wide 
Comments : Currently used as bakery 

501-12 
#140-142 
(435 H. Broadway, southeast corner) 
Commenced : 5/15/1879 
Completed ; 8/27/1879 
Architect · Henry ii.1. Congdon 
Builder : Jeans & Taylor 
Original Owner · Edward Abbott 
Original Function · Narehouse 
Facade : Brick, iron 
5 stories ; 5 bays 
Comments: Mansard roof added in 1892-1894 ; 

building was originally 4 stories . 

No. 129 (1 31- 133 Wooster) i s seven stories h:lgh wi th five bays on Pr i nce 
and twelve bays on l'Joost er . The br ick facade i s set above an iron stor efront. 
Brick pilasters above the second f loor f l ank the building , the end bay sections, 
and the f our cente-r bays on Wooster ~ they are topped by terra-cotta s tyli zed shield~. 
The arched windows of t he second floor are set with t er ra-cotta moldings. The 
t hird through s i xth f loor windows i n t he center section on Pr i nce and between the 
brick pilast er s on l'!oost er are di vi ded by narrow i ron pilasters. Floriated iron 
spandrel panel s are set under these wi ndows . The seventh floor is set off above 
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a narrow cornice , and the windows are divided by panelled brick piers. The iron 
cornice is set with coffering on its soffits and underlaid with an egg-and-dart 
molding and dentil work. 

No. 137-141 is seven stories high and nine bays wide. The floors are divided 
into units of two , three, and two. Heavy brick piers banded with stone flank the 
t wo-story base and divide the windows into three triple-bay units. Colonnettes 
have been cut into the corners of these piers. The ground floor doors and windows 
are defined by iron pilasters. Stone pilasters divide the windows in the three­
story unit, and each triple-bay unit is outlined by a brick molding. The top 
two floors rise above a stone cornice. The arched windows on the seventh floor 
form a continuous arcade across the facade ; they are outlined by a terra-cotta 
egg-and-dart molding. Rising above the sevent h-story cornice is a brick blind 
arcade. · 

515-37 
#129 
(131-133 l'Jooster, northwest corner) 
Commenced: 3/10/1893 
Completed: 1/31/1894 
Architect: Buchman & Deisler 
Original Owner: John Kehoe 
Original Function : Loft 
Facade: Brick , terra cotta, iron 

storefront and cornice 
7 stories ; 5 bays on Prince , 12 

bays on Wooster 
Comments: Iron from George Jackson 

Iron t'Jorks 

515-39 
#131-135 
Cmn.rnenced : 1903 
Architect : IV. Pigueron 
Original Owner: N. Buffet 
Original Function : Store and lofts 
Facade : Brick, limestone, iron entablatures 
7 stories ; 5 double bays, 60 ft. wide 

515-42 515-45 
#137-141 #143-145 
Commenced: 4/21/1896 (445-449 N. Broadway, northeast corner) 
Completed: 2/19/1897 Commenced : 10/10/1898 
Architect : J ardine , Kent , & J~rdine Completed: 5/20/1899 
Original Owner: Cyprien Gousset Architect · Franklin Baylies 
Orieinal Function: Manufacture of candy Original Owner'. Edward E. Edwards 
Facade: Brown-gray brick, stone, iron Original Function : l'!arehouse 
6 stories ; 9 bays Facade: Brick, stone, iron 

6 stories originally , now raised to 7 ; 
6 bays 
Comments ' 7th story added in 1908 ; it is of 
brict wi thout decoration. 
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Although Spring Street was known by that name within most of the Historic 
District in 1797, it was cal 1.ed 01 iver Street from the Bowery to Broadway and 
Brannon Street west of Sul I ivan (outside the District) . The street was "marked 
out and bui It upon" in 1806, and the name of the entire length was changed to 
Spring Street in 1807. 

Crosby Street to Broadway 

This block contains several large ornate commercial bui I dings from the early 
20th century, two of which face onto Broadway. The two Richard Berger-designed 
bui I dings of the 1880s are much more simple in design and decoration. 

South Side: Block ~83, Nos. 80-86 
'· 

483-17 
§80-86 
(68-72 Crosby, southwest cornes to 524-
528 B'way, southeast corner) 

Commenced: 9/15/1902 
Completed: 5/28/1903 
Architect: Arthur H. Bowditch 
Builder: George Fuller Co. 
Origina l Owner: Bayard Realty Co. 
Original Function: Store and loft 
Facade: Brick, granite, I imestone, terra 

cot ta 
.I I stories; 26 bays ( 13 double bays) 

North Side: Block 497, Nos. 79-87 

The five-stoty, four-bay bui I ding now to be seen at No. 83 Spring Street, 
is an 1886 alteration by Richard Berger of an earlier structure. The complete 
cast-iron facade was erected at that time. While the cast-iron facade remains 
intact, the windows have been bri cked up, and the main entablature has been r e­
move d. 

The bui !ding is flanked by panel led pi !asters. At each floor the pi !asters 
are topped by Ionic capitals set with an egg-and-dart molding. The ground floor 
openings are separated by similar, although more slender, piers. On the upper 
floors, slender colonnettes with egg-and-dart and Ionic capitals separate the win­
dows . A s imple projecting cornice also separates each floor. The windows of the 
second floor are set with pane ls at their base~ The bui I ding terminat es In a 
pl a in bri ck wa l I wher e the ma in corni ce once was. 

497-3 1 
1179 -81 
(74-76 Cros by, northwest corner) 
Comme nce d: 6/7/1 884 
Compl eted: 4/ 30/1 885 
Architect: Richard Berger 
Mason: A. L. Walbridge 
Ori g ina l Owner: O. G. Walbridge 
Original Functi on: Store 
Facade : Bri ck, s t one , iron st or efront & 

corn Ice 
6 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Ground floor cornice r emoved. 
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497-33 
#83 
Completed: 1886 
Ar chitect: Ri chard Ber ger 
Origina l Owner: Wi I I lam Bemsker 
Original Function: Store 
Fa cade: Iron, from Lindsay & Grafe Iron 

Work s 
5 stori es ; 4 bays 
Comments : \IJindows bri cked in, roof 

corni ce r emoved . Thi s is an o ld 
bui I ding wi t h a n 1886 facade. 
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497-4 
tz185 
(536-538 B'way) 
Commenced: 4/1/1901 
Completed: 1/31/1902 
Architect: Delemos & Cordes • 
Original Owner: Rose & Putzel 
Original Function: Store and ~oft 
Facade: Stone, ashlar, brick 
I I stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Cornice above 9th floor re­

moved, roof cornice cut; this is an 
L-shaped bui I ding with facade on 
B'way. 

Broadway to Mercer Street 

497-1 
#87 
(530 B'way, northeast corner) 
Listed on Broadway 
14 bays on Spring 

This block exhibits bui I dings from several different periods in the develop­
ment of the District. The two most recent date from the 1920s; the others date 
from the 1870s and from 1900. The two 1870s buildings are fine examples of their 
types -- one is al I of cast iron and the other is brick with a cast-iron storefront 
and trim. 

South Side: Block 484, Nos. 92-104 

484-9 
#92-94 
(525-527 B'way, southwest corner) 
5 pairs of double windows, and a single 

window on Spr ing 
Listed on Broadway 

North Side: Block 498, Nos. 91-101 

484-3 
1196-104 
(96-98 Mercer, southeast corner) · 
Commenced: .3/1/1900 
Completed: 10/ 3 1/1900 
Architect: Clinton & Russel I 
Carpenter: George H. Fuller Co. 
Original Owner: Mercer St. Bui I ding Co. 
Original Function: Stores and lofts 
Facade: Brick, · I imestone, iron ornament 
8 stories; 5 bays, 10 windows 

No. 99, bui It in 1871 by D. and J. Jardine, is a six-story, three~bay brick 
front bui I ding with very handsome and somewhat unusua l iron ornament. The window 
treatment provides the main visual inte r est of the facade . Al I the windows above 
the ground f loor have iron drop-I inte ls decorated with spiral molding and intricate 
foliation. The iron lintels have a scrol I motif and panel led terminal blocks. 
The cast-iron storefront, while formed of simple panel led pi tasters and capped by 
a modi 11 ioned cornice, achieves special interest with t he use of stained g lass 
panels above the door and show windows. The ma in cornice i s suppo~ted by large 
brackets. The frieze and soffit panels contain large app li ed smooth-surfaced 
scro ll ed patterns . Running below the frieze i s an app li ed smooth-surfaced molding 
of a foliate nature. The intrica~y of the ironwork does much to enhance what 
would otherwise be a very ordinary brick facade. 

No. IOI (100-106 Mercer) is an extremely I ight, hand some cast-iron bui I ding 
dating from 1870-7 1 whi ch exh ibi ts the structura l merits of t he material in a 
very pleasing way. Five stories high, thr.ee bays ·wide on Spr ing Street and t en 
bays wide on Mercer Street, thi s a iry compos iti on by N. Whyte proudly adorns the 
corner site. The forms are adapted from classical sources but used in a very 
simplified non-traditional manner. Slender co lumns define the door and window 
openings on the first two floors, while pilasters serve the same purpose on the 
upper three floors. The capitals of the columns are formed by a ba l 1-1 ike motif 
with a row of raised banding beneath . The spandre l s of the t hird story window 
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arches contain incised neo-Grec motifs. While each floor level is defined by a 
narrow corn' ice, those above the second and fourth floors have underlying modi I lions. 
Further emphasis ls given to these cornices by a series of simple grouped pediments 
p I aced above them. The fifth f I oar window treatment is a I so rather unusua I. The 
pilasters are enhanced by panels and banding. Rather that the usual segmental­
arch form, the windows have inverted curved forms cut into the upper corners, and 
these are further emphasized by raised wedge-shaped motifs. The main cornice is 
supported by slender vertical brackets • 

. The ground floor remains almost completely intact in its original state. On 
Spring Street the window bases have so I id decorated pane Is wh i I e on Mercer Street 
geometrically-designed gri I lwork under I ies th~ bases. Also on Mercer some of the 
ground floor windows retain their original iron bars whose vertical members are 
enhanced wi~h _ three-pronged spikes. 

While the ornament is complex, it is also subtle and does not dominate the 
overal I structure. In this bui I ding, form, as it is used to create I ightness, is 
the most important element~ everything else merely enhances this dominant intention. 

498-23 
1191-97 
(529-533 B'way, Northwest corner) 
Completed: c. 1935 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Function: Warehouse 
Facade: Metal sheeting 
2 stories; 150 ft. wide 
Comments : This is the site of the 

Prescott House Hotel. 

498-27 
§101 
(100-106 Mercer, northeast corner) 
Commenced: 6/1/1870 
Completed: 1/28/1871 
Architect: N. Whyte 
Bui Ider: S. B. & J. T. Smith 
Orig i na I Owner: 11/m. Seton 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 

Mercer to Greene Street 

498-26 
1199 
Commenced: 6/1/1871 
Completed: I 1/28/1871 
Architect: J. & D. Jardine 
Bui Ider: John Sinclair 
Original Owner: Charles l<nox 
Original Function: Hotel 
Facade: Brick, iron storefront, cornice, 

s i I I s & I i nte I s 
6 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: 2 panels of stained glass over 

ground floor entrance and display 
windows, some ground floor altera­
tions. 

Two very early bui I dings remain in this block although one has been resurface d. 
No. 107. (IOI Mercer) dating from 1806-08, is the oldest surviving bui I ding in the 
District. Although its simple brick surface has now been stuccoed over, one can 
sti I I see the splayed I intels and keystones of the windows. With the exception of 
this one bui !ding, everything on the north side of Spring Street dates from 1878. 
Most of the buildings on the south side are from the 1890s. 
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South Side: Block 485, Nos. 106-124 
. . 

No. 122-124 (84-86 Greene) is an 1883 design. by Henry Fernbach, and it is 
interesting to contrast it with h·i s other designs· from the same period on Greene 
Street. The .facade . is of britk trimmed with cast-iron ornament , ·and stone and 
displays much more restraint than his other bui I dings. In fact, it i~ closer in 
character to the designs of J. B. Snook (several of which are just across the 
street.) This association between the designs of Snook and Fernb~ch 'has already 
been noted on Greene Street. 

The six-story bui I ding at 122-124 Spring Street is seven bays wide on Spring 
and six bays wide on Greene. The end bays on both sides are set off by wide brick 
piers forming vert i ca I window groups. A I I the windows have wide stone I i nte Is and 
stone si I Is. Those in the sixth floor are segmentally- arched and set with key­
stones. An alternating soldier course of brick creating indentations . under each 
window si I! adds further visual interest. · rt is only in the design of the iron 
entablatures that . Fernbach displays his fami I iar exuberant style. The one above 
the ground floor is relatively simple with modi I I ions, but the main cornice is 
supported on intricate heavy brackets that span the broad frieze be I ow it. · Above 
each bracket at the cornice I ine·· is set a smal I terminal block similar to those 
Fernbach used on several other bui I dings on Greene Street. 

485-21 
# 106-112 
(95-99 Mercer, southwest corner) · 
Listed on Mercer 
9 bays on Spring 

485-17 
#118 
Commenced: 7/27/1899 
Completed: 5/15/1900 
Architect: A. Rothermel 
Carpenter: A. Rothermel 
Original Owner: George J. Jetter 
Original Function: Lofts 
Facade: Brick, brownstone, iron window 

pilasters 
7 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: New ground floor. 

485-14 
#122-124 
(84-86 Greene, southeast corner) 
Commenced: 6/6/1883 
Completed: 12/3/1883 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Original Owner: W. Blackton 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Brick, iron , entablatures,and 

stone 
6 stories; 7 bays 
Comments: New ground floor doors and 

windows. 
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485-18 
#114-116 
Commenced: 4/9/1895 
Completed: 12/30/1895 
Architect: Louis Korn 
Original Owner: Charles Harrel I 
Original Function: Salesrooms 
Facade: Limestone, brick, iron window 

pi I asters 
7 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: Roof cornice removed, ground 

floor alterations. 

485-16 
#120 
Completed: 1825 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: John Stansbury 
Original Function: Dwel I ing 
Facade: Brick 
2 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Bui I ding altered and refaced 

in 1920-now bears a 11 192011 date at 
the cornice line. 
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North Side: Block 499, Nos. 107-121 

No. I 13, I 15-117 is a Henry Fernbach cast-iron bui I ding of 1878 with a doubl e 
facade. The building is five stories high, and each section is five bays wide. 
Although this desiqn is restrained . for Fernbach, it is much more exuberant brick 
t ha n t he buil d ing across t he street. 

Panet led pi !asters flank the bui I ding and divide the two sections. The win­
dows are defined by columns topped with an egg-and-dart molding. Each floor is 
separated by a cornice which ends in heavy terminal blocks supported by double 
brackets, a characteristic Fernbach feature. The main cornice, however, is not 
as elaborate as that on the bui I ding across the street; it is supported on brackets 
interspersed by panels. Large console brackets at the tops of the pi I asters flan k 
each end of the cornice. The bui I ding as a whole harmonizes nicely with No. I 19, 
also of the same period, but designed by Robert Mook. 

No . 109-1 I I (which is connected to 107 Mercer) and No. 121 (90 Greene) were 
both designed by J. B. Snook for C. L. Wolfe and were also bui It in 1878. Except 
for minor differences, needed to adapt the buildings to their individual sites, 
they are identical in their use of severe masonry as adapted from classical forms. 

However, their cast-iron storefronts are different; No. 109-1 I I has ironwork 
from George Jackson's Sons and No. 121 has ironwork from the Corne! I Iron Works. 
These differences strongly suggest that Snook chose stockpieces from the two 
foundries which were designed by the foundries' own staff. Since these bui I dings 
were b0ing erected for the same owner, it seems strange that Snock would have 
chosen t wo different iron works. 

No. 109-111 is six bays wide in two three-bay sections; No. 121 is three bays 
wide on Spring and nine bays wide on Greene Street. Each bui I ding is five stori es 
high. Above the ground floor of bot h bui I dings heavy brick piers defi ne t he bay 
subdivisions. Set back from the plan~ of these piers, , the windows are separated 
by narrower in dented bri ck pi ers a nd have flush stone I intels. The pier tops are 
also stone. The enta blature treatment is also the same on both bui I dings. Soldi er 
course s of brickwork form the frieze pa nels. The cornices are made of iron and 
are supported by simple iron brackets set above stone string courses. 

The storefront of No . 109~1 I I is flanked by panel led pi !asters set on tal I 
bases and capped by sty! ized anthemion. The openings are defined by colonnettes , 
also with anthemion capitals and with rosette forms set in blocks above these . 
The ground floor of No. 121 is given a similar treatment. The pi I asters that 
flank the ends and the corners of No. 121 and columns that separate the openings 
have more ornate capitals. Those on the pilasters have cartouches set within 
acanthus . leaves forming an Ionic-type scrol I. Similarly ornate foliage forms the 
Ionic-type capitals of the columns. 

499-36 
#107 
Completed: prior to 1808 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Conrad Brooks 
Original Function: Dwel I ing 
Facade: Stuccoed brick 
3 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: This is a 

a brick front. 
retain original 
ground floor. 

frame building with 
Second floor windows 
keystones. New 
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499-37 
# 109-111 
Commenced: 6/3/1878 
Completed: I 1/30/1878 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Mason: John Demarest 
Original Owner: C. L. Wolfe 
Original Function: Store and loft 
Facade: Philadelphia brick, iron, store-

front & cornice)stone 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Ground floor doors and windows 

a I tared. Iron from Jackson I ran 
~\forks. 
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499-39 
#113 
Commenced: 7/16/1878 
Completed: 12/24/1878 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Original Owner: M. S. Sternberger 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron, from J. L. Jackson Iron 

Works. 
5 stories; 5 bays 
Comments: Common facade with #115-117; 

new doors and windows. 

499-42 
§119 
Commenced: 9/19/1878 
Completed: 1/22/1879 
Architect: Robert Mook 
Bui Ider: J. Rogers 
Original Owner: F. A. Kurshueit 
Original Function: Store 
Facade: Iron 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Ground floor alterations. 

Greene to \fooster Street 

499-41 
#115"':' U7 . 
Commenced: 7/16/1878 
Completed: 12/24/1878 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Builder: Amos Woodruffs & Sons 
Original Owner: M~ & S. Sternberger 
Original Function: Store · 
Facade: Iron~ from J. L. Jatkson Iron 

Works 
5 stories; 5 bays 
Comm~nts: Common facade with #113. · 

. •' 

499-43 
#121 
(90 . Greene, northeast corner) .. 

• Comme.nce·d: 5/22/ 187 8 
Completed: 11/30/1878 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Carpenter: McGuire & Sloan 
Mason: Benjamin Blackledge 
Original Owner: c. L. Wolfe 
Original Function: Store and loft 
Facade: Philadelphia brick, stone, iron 

storefront & cornice 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Iron from Corne I I Iron Works 

The majority of the structures on this block date from the 18905; . because 
they were used for mercantile purposes, their decorative treatment is quite 
elaborat~. One of the best-preserved Federal houses in the District also ~urvives 
in this block. The contrast between it and the elaborate late 19th~century build­
ings is striking. 

South Side: Block 486, Nos. 128-140 

486-17 
§128-132 
(83-85 Greene, .southwest corn~r) 
Commenced: 7/23/1879 
Completed: 2/7/1880 
Architect: Henry Fernbach 
Bui Ider: Saul Lowden 
Original Owner: J. & L. Seansongood 
Original Function: Stor~s · · 
Facade : Brick 
2 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: The top 4 stories removed 

and new street front wal Is for 
remaini~g 2 stories in 1936. 

486-14 
#140 
(90 Wooster, southeast corner) 
Commenced: I 1/7/1889 
Completed: 12/31/1890 
Architect: Cyrus Eid I itz 
Carpenter: Bogart Bros. 
Mason: Robert Darragh 
Original Owner: Metropolitan Tel. Co. 
Original Function: Store and lofts 
Facade: Brick, stone, terra cotta, iron 

window pi I asters 
6 stories; 9 bays (3 triple bays) 
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486-11 
§134-136 
(80-84 ·Wooster) 
Commenced: 3/14/1895 
Completed: 5/27/1896 
Architect: Albert Wagner 
Original Owner: Albert Wagner 
Original Function: Mercantile Bu~lding · 
Facade: Brick, s·tone, iron, terracotta 
7 stories; 6 bays (2 triple bays) 
Comments: Some ground floor alterations . 

this is an L-shaped building. 
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North Side: Block 500, Nos. 127-141 

No. 127 (87-89 Greene) is a J. B. Snook design of 1886 done for the trustees 
of the C. L. Wolfe estate; it is interesting to note that the design is very 
similar to those Snook did for Wolfe eight years earlier in the adjoining block. : 

This five-story building is three bays wide on ·spring · Street and .nine bays 
wide on Greene Street. The brick and stone treatment on the upper floors is 
almost identical to that on No. 109-1 I I and No. 121 Spring Street, except that 
here the piers between the window are not indented on their edges. The entire 
entablature on this bui I ding is made of iron. Fluted angular brackets, alterna­
ting with the frieze panels, support the cornice. On the ground floor iron piers 
flank the ends and the corner. The openings are separated by smaller piers~ Only 
one of the large piers at No. 127 has its capital ornaments remain~ng. It is 
foliated but seems somewhat coarser than the pier capitals on the other two 
bui I dings. Each of the smaller piers terminates in a widely-fluted bracket-I ike 
capital above a pellet-banding. 

No. 129 dates from 1817 and was originally a residence. It is three stories 
high and is characterized by some fine surviving Federal features. The ground 
floor has been completely altered, but the original brick facade rises aibove this. 
The three windows in each story retain their stone I intels which are wider than 
the window frame and project from the facade. The windows on the third floor 
have stone sil Is supported by very tiny brackets. A stone cornice also edges 
the roof! ine. Rising from the pitched roof are two dormers which have round-
arched windows. · 

No. 131-133, 135-137 is a handsome, restrained six-story twelve-bay . brick 
bui I ding of 1891-93. Brick pilasters flan~ the bui I ding and divide the bays into 
four triple-bay units. Within each unit the doors and windows are separated by 
iron pilasters on each floor. The ground-floor piers are faced with rusticated 
stone, thus giving a sol id massive appearance to the base. The brick piers on 
the second floor are banded with stone and topped with panel led capitals that 
terminate in styliz~d pediments. Scallop-dacorated capitals top piers at the fifth 
floor. A narrow modi I I ioned cornice separates the fifth and sixth floors. A 
rather massive entablature adds the proper note of finality to the composition. 

500-34 
§127 
(87-89 Greene, northwest corner) 
Commenced: 5/26/1886 
Completed: 1/29/1887 
Ar chitect: J. B. Snook 
Carpenter: Martin & Berry 
Mason : A. A. Andress & Son 
Original Owner: Trustees for C. L. Wolfe 
Original Function: Store and loft 
Facade: Brick, stone, iron storefront & 

cornice 
5 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments : Some ornament missing 

500-36 
§131-133 
Commenced: 6/13/1891 
Comp leted : 3/ 3 1/1 893 
Ar chitect: Frankl in Bay li es 
Orig i na I Owner : J .& P ~ Goer I i t z 
Original Function: Warehouse 
Facade: Brick, iron 
6 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Common facade with # 135-1 37 
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500-35 
§129 
Comp I eted: 181 7 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Wm. Dawes 
Origina l Function: Owe! I ing 
Facade: Brick 
3 stories; 3 windows 
Comments: Ground floor altered for 

store; Retains 2 original roof 
dormers. 

500-38 
# 135-137 
Commenced: 6/13/1891 
Completed: 3/ 3 1/1893 
Architect: Frankl in Bay I ies 
Original Owner: John & Phil !p Goer! itz 
Original Funct ion: Warehouse 
Facade: Brick, iron 
6 stories; 6 bays 
Comments: Common faca de with § 13 1-1 33 
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500-40 
#139-141 
(94-98 Wooster, northeast corner) 
Commenced: 6/10/1895 
Completed: 3/2/1896 
Architect:, Cleverdon & Putzel 
Original Owner: Bernhard Mayer 
Original Funct_ion.: Lofts .and store 
Fa~ade: B.r; i ck;- stone~ iron. storefront" 

·. entabJ ature, window pi I aste'rs~teri-a 
~tta · · · ·· 

7 storles; 9 bays 

Wooster Street to West Broadway 

This block is one of the most intriging within the Historic District. The 
south side was _developed about 1819 by a George Wragg and remains essentially 
int~ct despite ,subsequent a lterations. Two of the bui !dings were r~buil~ early 
in the 20th century, poss:ibly after fires, and they exhibit .an openess and 
structural I ightness that is characteristic of the latter period. Some of the 
other bui ldin_gs underwent alterations in the 1860s • . The north side of the block 
was d~v~loped much later; it di~plays two fine brick bui I dings of the 1880s and 
a ca __ st-: iron facade of 1870. 

South Side: Block 487, Nos. 144-162 

. Theoriginal early buildings remaining on this side of the · str~et are Nos. 
· 146, i52,-1..2§., 158, 160, and 162. Bui It as dwel I ings, al I of them have undergone 
a i::erta ,in number of alterations; nonetheless, they remain in good condition. 
Nos~ 146 and 156 retain their o~iginal doorways. Wooden fluted columns topped 
wit~ lohic capitals flank the ddots; the rectangular transoms above the doors are 
~dged with egg-and-dart moldings. These two buildings as wel I as No. 160 also 
retain their original roof dormers. Nos. 156 and 162 retain a few original block­
panel led window lintels. 

No. 158 and 162 hed their original peaked roofs removed and a fourth story 
added sometime in the third ·quarter of the 19th century. No. 158 has undergone 
further alterations; it now has a modern storefront and has lost its roof cornice. 
The ground floor of No. · 162 has also undergone further alter~tions, but it retai ns 
its c. 1860 iron window I intels on the fourth floor and -iron cornice on foliated 
iron brackets of about the same date. 

No. 152 is unique among the Federal bui ld,ings in the District. It is t he 
surviving sect ion of a house .that has been cu·t in ha If .. The brick facade rises 
above a late 19th-century iron storefront. Each floor is set with two wiridows: 

. the westerh one i s of standard width, but the eastern one is a tripl e window with 
a center section of conventional width flanked by a narrower pair: One I intel 
spans al I three sections. The windows on the third floor retain their block­
panel led I intels indicatiog that this was the original window arrangement~ The 
att ic roof ri ses to a peak forming a front gab le; the bui I ding was cut ih half 
at this peak. A round-arched Window(with proportions similar to those bf a 
fan I ight) containing smal !er .window sections, is set into the gable; this too 
was cut in half. Out! ining · the -roof and marking the divisi~n between the third 
and attic floors is an iron cornice, probably added during a later ·19th-century 
alteration . 

No. 150 probably a lso dates .back to Wragg 's original developme nt, but it 
underwe nt extens1ve exterior and interior a lter at ions in 1909 . The ground floor 
has recently undergon~ stil I further unsympathetic alterations~ But ' the three 
stories rising above the plain brick ground floor provide a handsome i I lustration 

_of some of the better commercial des igns of the early 20th-century. · 

-148-



SH-Ci HD 

SPRING STREET (Cont'd.) 

The bui I ding is flanked by pressed-metal panels decorated with vertical flower 
I ike motifs on each floor. The three single-pane windows on each floor are 
separated by narrow metal mul I ions, and those on the third and fourth floors are 
set with underlying panels decorated with swag motifs. The frieze under the iron 
cornice is also decorated with swag motifs. These elements enhance the openess 
of the facade, and the large windows allow a~ple sun I ight to enter the loft spaces. 

487-29 
#144 
(southwest corner of Wooster) 
PARKING LOT 

487-27 
#148 
Completed: 1910 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Est. of J. C. Bubbell 
Original Function: Lofts & Light Mfg. 
Facade: Brick and iron 
4 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: The date is from an alteration, 

the structure may date from the 
1820's 

487-25 
#152 
Architect: Unknown 
Comp I eted: 1819 
Orig i na I Owner George Thragg 
Original Function: Owe I ling 
Facade: Brick 
3i stories; 2 windows 
Comments: This is the rema1n1ng part of 

a house that had been cut in half. 
New ground floor, Retains original 
window lintels. 

487-23 
#156 
Comp I eted: 1819 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: George Wragg 
Original Function: Dwelling 
Facade: Brick 
3i stories; 3 windows 
Comments: Ground floor altered. Retains 

original dormer and doorway. 

487-21 
#160 
Comp I eted: 1819 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: George Wragg 
Original Function: Dwel I ing 
Facade: Brick 
31 stories; 3 windows 
Comments: Retains original dormer & 

ground floor altered. 

-149-

487-28 
#146 
Comp l etE;Jd: 1819 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: George Wragg 
Original Function: Owe I I ing 
Facade: Brick 
3 stories; 3 windows 
Comments: Sti I I retains original doorway 

two original dormers; ground floor 
alterations. 

487-26 
#150 · 
Comp I eted: 1909 
Architect: Otto Spannhake 
Original Owner: H. Mankin 
Original Function: Lofts & Mfg. 
Facade: Iron 
4 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: New ground floor. This is 

an old bui I ding from c. 1820 with 
new 1909 facade. 

487-24 
#154 
Commenced: 1/16/191 I 
Completed: 5il5/191 I 
Architect: Louis Sheinart 
Original Owner:H. Mankin 
Original Function: Store and loft 
Facade: Brick and terra cotta 
5 stories; 3 bays 
Comments: Ground floor alterations. 

487-22 
#158 
Completed: c. 1819 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: George Wragg 
Original Function: Dwel I ing 
Facade: Brick 
4 stories; 3 windows 
Comments: Attic raised to fourth floor; 

cornice missing, ground floor 
altered. 

487-20 
#162 (southeast corner W. B1 way) 
Completed: c. 1819 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: George Wragg 
Original Function: Dwel I ing 
Facade: Brick 
4 stories; 3 windows 
Comments: Attic raised to fourth floo~ 

Ground FI oor a I tered. Iron cornice: 
added at time bldg. ht. was raised. 
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North Side: Block 501, Nos. 143-157 

No. 147 is a handsome iron composition of 1870 by Robert Mook; it is ' five 
stories high and three bays wide. Mook ~used many popular French~design motifs 
of the day on his cast-iron facade. The .bui I ding is flanked by pi !asters ,quoined 

· on the ground floor and panel led above. The bays on the ground floor are separ­
ated by columns topped with Corinthian capitals. The cornices wh!ich separate 
e~ch floor are flanked by terminal biocks set upon tiny brackets. The ground­
floor cornice na s enriched mod! I I ions. The square-headed windows of the upper 
four stories are separated by plain columns and set within shat low segmental 
arches terminating in drop I i nte Is. The bu i Id i ng .. is crowned by a cornice set 
with foliated modi I lions and flanked by foliated console brackets~ Standlng, as 
it does, on a block containing both early 19th-century Federal bui I dings and 
late 19th-century ornate corr.mercial buildings, this structure adds a striking 
note of contrast. 

501-32 
#143 
(93-95 Wooster, northwest corner) 
Completed: 1818 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: Josiah Purdy 
Original Function: Dwel I ing · 
Facade: .Brick 
.3 stories; 3 windows 
Comments: Store on ground floor, 

windows bricked fn. 
501~34 

#147 
Commenced: 5/23/1870 
Completed: 9/30/1870 
Architect: Robert Mook 
Bui Ider: Michael Gehegan 
Owner: Agent-Richard Wi I liamson 
Origina l FOnction: Store : 
Facade: Iron, fcom Excelsior Iron Works 
5 stories; 3 bays 

501-36 
#151 
Commenced: 6/24/ 1.889 . . 
Comp I eted: I /24/ 1890 . 
Architect: J. B. Snook & Sons 
Original Owner: Carrie Gans 
Original Function: Store, .lofts 
Facade: Brick, Stone, Iron s.torefront 
6 stories; 4 bays : 
Comments: Common Storefront with #153-

155, nice floral detai I. 

501-39 
#157 
(407-409 W. B' way, northeast corner) 
Commenced: 9/6/1899 
Completed: 1/31/1901 
Architect: Smal I & Schumann 
Original Owner: Arthur Hodges 
Original Function: Store and t ~fts 
Facade: Brick, stone, ten-: a cotta 
6 stories; .3 bays . · 
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501-33 
#145 
Commenced: 4/4/1910 
Completed: 10/15/1910 
Architect: Frank Ward 
Original Owner: Estate of Mary Post 
Original Function: Store and loft 
~acade: Brick, iron 
8 stories; 4 bays 
Comments: Ground floor alterations 

501-35 
#.149 
Commenced: 3/27/1897 
Completed: 10/29/1898 
Architect: G. F. Pelham 
Original Woner: George Saward 
Original Function:. Lof.ts 
Facade: Brick, terra cotta, iron 
8 stories; 4 bays (2 double bays) 
Comments: Original entablature removed. 

501-37 
#·153-155 
Commenced: 7/18/1887 
Completed: 2/29/1888 
Architect: Robert ·Mook 
Original ~wner: Amos Eno 
·original Function: Store and warehouse 
Facade: Brick 
6 stories; 6 bays , . 
Comments: Through to41 I W. B'way 

common storefrorit with # 151, nice 
floral detai I. 

~ ' 
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l1!est Broadway was laid out prior to 1797 and had been named Laurens Street 
by 1799 -- the name it retained through much of the period of development in the 
District. It was regulated in 1818 and development began at that time. The name 
of the section north of Canal Street was changed to South Fifth Avenue in 1871J. 
and changed again by 1899 to West Broadway to correspond with the portion of the 
street south of Canal. l'!est Broadway forms the western boundary of the District, 
and its nature is quite different frol'l that of Broadway on the east. i•.fhile Broad­
way has long been important as a commercial artery, 11!est Broadway was important as 
an industrial street. The warehouses and factories that line it reflect this 
difference. 

Canal to Grand Street 

· The buildings remaining on this block are concentrated at both ends. That 
at the corner of Canal Street and llfest Broadway is the most striking with its man­
sard roof. Other buildings date largely from the 20th century. 

East Side Only in District : Block 228, Nos. 301-335 

!los~_. 3q~, and 305 1\.'est Broadway (375 Canal) are three early Federal 
buildings whose facades were joined in a mid 19th-century remodelling . The building 
are four stories high including an attic ; the No. 301 section has three windows 
across the brick facade while the No. 303-305 section has five windows. The most 
striking feature of the joint facade is its roof. The architect retained the origi ­
nal attics with their dormers and converted them into one continuous mansard roof . 
The dormers are now outlined by flat wooden moldings, and the roof is covered with 
hexagonal wooden shingles. Crowni ng it all is an elaborate i r on balustrade . The 
roof is also underlaid by a continuous iron entablature containing panels inter­
spersed by f oliated brackets. The facade windows have plain stone sills and lin­
tels. A relatively modern storefront has been cut into the No. 301 section near the 
corner. The No. 303-305 section has a late 19th-century iron storefront with f our 
projecting bay windows and adjoining doorways. This storefront also has its own 
simple iron cornice . 

No. 307-309 is a seven-story, six-bay building of 1892 employing classical 
~eaux-Arts formulas. The building rises from a two-story base which is flanked by 
heavy banded piers; a similar pier, terminating in a ~iant Ionic capital, divides 
the base in the center. The ground f loor storefront and the window pilasters in the 
second floor are of iron. The third through sixth f loors make up the main unit of 
the brick facade. The arched windows on t he third fl oor contain fanlights with 
~etal spokes. The windows on t hese floors are al so separated by iron pilast ers. 
The seventh floor is set off above a copper cornice. Two large shallow segmental 
arches span the seventh-story windows. The main entablature has been removed. 

228-10 
#301-305 
(# 375 Canal) 
Connl!enced : 1823 
Completed: 1824 
Architect : Unknown 
0rigi nal Owner : John R . . Murray 
Original Funct ion : Dwelling 
Facade: Brick, iron storefront 
4 stories; 8 windows 
Som~ents: ~ltered in mid- 19th cen­

tury when mansard roof and iron 
balustrade was added 

228-11 
#307-309 
Commenced: 1892 
Architect: Douglas Smyth 
Original 0~mer : Alonso Kimball 
Ori ginal Function: Stores , offices and 

light manufacturing 
Facade: Brick, stone and Bedford l imestone 
7 stories; 6 bays 
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228-18 
#323 
Col!ll11enced : 5/2/1923 
Completed : 7/30/1923 
Architect : Herbert 0 . tJeigand 
'"lriginal Owner : American Railway 

Express 
Original Function : Bus. Purposes 
Facade : Brick 
2 stories ; 22 feet wide 

228-20 
#327-329 
Completed : c. 1960 
Architect : Unknown 
Original Function: Warehouse 
Facade : Brick 
3 stories : 44 feet wide 

Grand to Broome Street 

228-19 
#325 
ColllJTlenced: 1968 
Architect : Unknown 
Original Function: Garage 
Facade : Brick 
3 stories ; 22 f eet wide 

228-22 
#331-335 
(53 Grand , southeast corner) 
Commenced ; 2/14/1882 
Completed : 10/28/1882 
Architect : Charles Mettam 
Carpenter : Jeans & Taylor 
Hasen: D. l'.Jeeks 
Original 0wner : Ellen O'Brien 
Facade : Brick, limestone 
5 stories : 6 bays 

This block shows a pattern of late development ! (or redevelopment). Most 
buildings dat~ from 1885 to 1895 and are stylistically typical of that period. In 
strong contrast to this are several early Federal period buildings. As is typical 
in t his section of the District , the bnildings were used for light manufacturing 
and warehouse purposes, hence their exteriors are relatively restrained . 

East Side Only in District : Block 475 (~est part), Nos. 337-361 

No. 349 , a seven-story , four-bay building is of a type not commonly found in 
the D1strict. It was originally built as a tenement with a store on the ground 
f loor, and was probably occupied by workers in the nearby area. Stylistically 
typical of the early 20th century, its forms and decorative details can be called 
vernacular Classicism. Presumably such an architectural guise was considered to 
be uplifting to those who lived there. 

While the storefront is of cast iron , the upper floors are of brick trimmed wii 
terra cotta simulating carved stonework. The windows on each floor are treated 
differently : some are square and outlined with terra-cotta moldings, others have 
pediments, both triangular and rounded, and the arched windows are set with key­
stones carved with heads . Horizontal stone banding separates each story . That 
above the second floor is underlaid with a foliated terra-cotta molding. Crowning 
the building is a Classic cast-iron entablature separated into three sections. 
That in the center is raised higher t han those above the outer sections and its 
frieze is set with the word "Grand", probably the name of the original building . 

Nos. 357 and 361 are two Federal period buildings remaining in the block ; 
both date from about 1825. No. 357 , which is two and a half stories high and has 
two roof dormers, was originally used as a dwelling. The three windows on t he :_:· 
second floor _retain their original stone sills and incised lintels. The wood 
moldings on the dormers are also incised. The ground floor has been remodel led 
for use as a garage. 

No. 361, is three stories high and four bays wide, and it has a flat roof. 
Tax r -ecords indicate that it was bui Ii: at the same time as the corner building, 49~ 
Broome .Street, for Alfred Pell. Its original use is questionable; it may have been 
used as a stable on the ground floor with rooms to l et on the upper floors. 
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Although both 499 Broome Street and 361 l 1'est Broadway are three stories high, 
the floors of No . 361 are lower, and its front is lined by a row of closely-spaced 
windows on each floor. The windows have plain stone sills and lintels. Star­
shaped tie rod washers enhance the brickwork between the second and third stories. 
Topping the building is a simple iron cornice, possibly a later addition. 

475-1 
#337 
(#54-58 Grand, northeast corner) 
Commenced: 10/14/1885 
Completed : 4/29/1886 
Architect: Peter V. Outcault 
Carpenter: Peter V. Outcault 
Original ')lmer: Joseph J. West 
Original Function : Stores 
Facade : Brick 
2 stories ; 5 bays 
Comments : Ground floor altered 

475-3 
#341 
Co111menced: 4/29/1929 
Comnleted: 10/6/1929 
Architect : Loui;:; Chapas 
0riginal .nwner · · Sarah Guth 
~riginal Function : Restaurant 
Facade : Brick 
1 story : l bay 
Comments: Other inf. claims: 

475-5 
#345 

Architect: John B. Reschke 
Builder : Camille Crowley 
0wner : East River Savings 
Function· Dining Car 

Commenced : 1895 
Architect: Unknown 
Original Owner: l!m . Prager 
0ri ginal Function : Lofts 
Facade : Brick, iron 
7 stories ; 4 bays 

475-7 
#349 
Coromenced· 2/28/1900 
Completed: 10/24/1900 
Architect · George Pelham 
f')riginal Owner : Benedict A. Klein 
Function : Store and Tenement 
Facade: Drick, stone, terra cotta 
7 stories ; 4 tays 

475-2 
. #339 
Commenced: 10/14/1885 
Completed: 4/29/1886 
Architect: Peter Outcault 
Original · Owner : Joseph 1\Test 
Original Function: Store 
Facade : Brick 
2 stories ; 15 feet 
Comments : 1\Jew storefront added in 19641 

completely rebuilt, now a garage 
attachment 

475-4 
#343 
Comp leted : 1825 
Architect : Unknown 
Original nwner : Andrew Surrey 
Original Function : Dwelling 
Facade : !3rick 
2 stories : 3 windows 
Cormients · · Building may be cut down, $;round 

floor altered, now a garage. Splayed 
lintels on 2nd floor 

475-6 
#347 
co~~enced: 8/6/1895 
Completed: 7/24/1896 
Architect· G. F. Pelham 
'iri.?,inal riwner · Charles S. Sentell 
Original Function '. Lofts 
Facade · Brick, iron 
7 stories : 4 bays 

475-8 
#351-353 
Conmenced'. 1/7/1839 
Completed: 4/25/1889 
Ar chitect '. F. S. Barns 
0riginal nwner : Frank A. Seitz 
0riginal Function · Store 
Facade· Brick, stone 
5 stories; 6 bays 
Comments · Part of cornice cut for f ire 

escape 
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475-9 
#355 
Corripleted: c. 1380s 
Architect : Unknown 
Ori~inal Owner : Unknown 
Original Function : Probably lofts 
Facade: Brick, stone 
3 stories ; 3 bays 
Conrnents · Al te.red in 1958, new ground 

floor. There has been a 3-story 
building ort this site since the 
1830s ~ : present facade appears to 
date frol'l 1880s. 

475-14 
#359 
Commenced: 2/27/1895 
Completed: 8/17/1896 
Architect: George Pelham 
r)riginal Owner: Louisa Friedline 
0riginal Function '. Lofts 
Facade· Brick, iron 
7 stories : 3 bays 
Comments'. Cornice cut for fi.re 

escape. This is 'an L-shaped 
building with another facade 
at 495 Broome. 

475-12 
#363 
( 4 99 Broome, 'southeast corner) 
Listed on Broome 
7 windows on · 1'J . Broadway 

475-10 
#357 
Completed: c. 18~0 
Architect · Unknown 
Original Owner : Thomas !"{utter 
0ri~inal Function· Dwellinr, 
Facade Brick 
2 1/2 stories · 3 windows 
Comments · Ground floor converted into 

garage, 2nd floor panelled lintels, 
rermants of panelling on dorne.r, similar 
to that ,on 1.39 Greene 

475-12 
#361 
Completed : 1825 
Architect : Unknown 
Original Owner : Alfred Pell 
Original Function : Dwelling 
Facade '. Brick 
3 stories ; 4 windows 
Comments: This was lot ll, is now part of 

lot 12. Ground floor altered 

Broome to Spring Street 
East Side Qnly in D:lstrict '. Block .487, Nos. 367-401 

Between 1867 and 1890 most of this block was developed by the Lorillard family 
for use in their tobacco industry replacing earlier buildings they had occupied 
since 1852. The diarist Philip Hone wrote on the occasion of the .death of Peter 
Lorillard on May 23 , 1843 : :.He was a tobacconist and his memory will be preserved 
in the annals of New York by the celebrity of 'Lorillard's Snuff and Tobacco.' 
IIe led people by the nose for t!le best · part of a century, and made his enormous 
fortune by giving them that to chew which they could not swallow. · 

The Lorillard buildings served a variety of functions: stores, warehouses , 
and factories for the various tobacco manufacturing processes. Throughout this 
period the Lorillards retained the same architect, J. B. Snook , for all their 
buildings on this block. Snook's style varied little .in the earlier buildinzs ; 
all of them exhibit a solid , respectable quality, typical of his brick buildinr,s 
(several are described on Spring Street.) Snook used a narrow brick for these five 
and six-story buildings ; he used stone tri~ on the piers and stone sills and lintels 
at the windows. The buildings are crowned by iron cornices, usually flanked by 
large console brackets with large terminal blocks; whatever stylistic variation 
there is in these entablatures no doubt depended on ~;1e foundry designs Snook 
happened to select during a given year. The ground floor fa.cades are also of 
cast iron -- iron piers support an iron lintel which is flanked by neo-Grec console 
brackets beneath neo-Grec t erminal blocks. 

No. 391-393, dating from 1889-90 , is also brick, but here Snook's composition 
is somewhat Romanesque in feeling. This is emphasized by the use of red brick, 
banded with rusticated stone on the end piers and window pilasters, rusticated 
stone sills and lintels, and round-arched windows on the top floor. Hoivever, the 
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cas+.-iron storefront is very similar to those Snook used fifteen years earlier 
(although minus console brackets and terminal blocks). The iron cornice is sup­
ported by a row of closely spaced curved brackets. 

Taken as a whole these Lorillard buildings give a ~ositive , homogeneous char­
acter to the block. 

487-7 
#367 
(#500 Broome, northeast corner) 
Listed on Broome 
7 bays on West Broadway 

487-10 
#379-381 
(#65-67 l'fooster) 
Commenced : 1867 
Architect: .J. B. Snook 
nriginal Owner : P. & G. Lorillard 
Original Function: Tobacco manufacture 
Facade : Brick, iron storef ront ancl 

cornice . s t one ban~ing 
S stories ; 6 bays 
Comments : Some ground floor windows 

filled in, cornice cut for 
fire escape 

487-14 
#387-389 
(lf73-75 ~'Jooster) 
Architect: Unknown 
Commenced : 6/7/1929 
Completed : 11/21/1929 
Ori gina l Function: Garage 
Facade : Brick 
4 stories ; 5 bays 

487-18/19 
#395-397 
Commenced: 1937 
Function: Garage and Parking lot 
Facade : !3rick 
1 story 

487-20 
#401 
(#162 Spring, southeast corner) 
Listed on Spring 
3 windows , 40 ft. wide on ''.1est Broadway 

487-8 
#375-377 
(#61-63 lfooster) 
Commenced : 7/29/1875 
Completed: 11/10/1876 
Architect : J. B. Snook 
Builder : Edwin Harlow 
Original Owner: Lorillard Estate 
Original Function: Stores for tobacco 
Facade: Brick, stone banding,iron store-

front and cornice 
5 stories ; 6 bays 

487-12 
#383-385 
(#69-71 1·1ooster) 
Coinl!lenced: 1868 
Architect: J. B. Snook 
Original nwner : Pierre Lorillard 
Original Function : Factory for drying and 

moistening tobacco 
Facade ; Brick , iron storefront :?.nd 

cornice , stone banding 
6 stories ; 8 ryays 
Comments : Building raised one story in 

1905, when rnooster front removed. 
Alterations on ground floor 

487-16 
#391-393 
(#77-81 1'Jooster) 
Commenced : 4/22/1889 
Comp leted : 1/24/1890 
Architect : Jno. B. Snook & Sons 
Ori ginal Owner : Jacob Lorillard Trustees 
Original Function : !'!a.rehouse 
Facade : Brick, iron , stone banding 
6 stories 6 bays 
Co!'1!11ents · Some ground floor and upper story 

windows are filled in 

487-20 
#399 
Completed : c . 1860 
Original Function : Store 
Facade : Brick 
4 stories: 5 windows 
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· Spring to Prince Street 

The buildings in this block range in date from the 1870s to as late as 1948 ; 
most date from the 1880s and 90s. The later buildings are relatively utilitarian 
in appearance , and they served as warehouses and lofts . . Robert Mook's 1872 stores 
for Amos Eno, however, are of very high quality. The use of marble and iron for 
these stores and their elaborate treatment indicates that heavy industrial activi­
ties did not come into this particular section until the 1380s. 

East Side Only in District: Block 501, Nos. 407-435 

No. 413-415, a six-story, six-bay building dating from 1892, is typical of the 
utilitarian buildings of the periodj it is non-ostentatious yet impressive. Rising 
above the simple cast-iron storefront, is a smooth brick facade banded with smooth 
stone · on the piers and above the windows. The entablature is created of brick , 
complete with a panelled frieze, a row of <lentils, and modillions of stepped brick­
work under the narrow stone-slab cornice. Rising from this is a rectangular pedi­
ment, also of brick and handled the same way as on the entablature. It frames the 
building date of 1892. 

Nos. 427, 429 and 431 are an interesting composition by Robert Mook for APJ.os 
Eno. The Buildlng Department .records indicate that all three structures were built 
at the same time in 1872 , but No. 431 is quite different stylistically from the 
others. 

, Nos. 427 and 429 form a double cast-iron five-story facade ; each section has 
·. four bays. Panelled pilasters flank the ends and· divide the two section.s. The 

windows on each ·floor are separated by slender columns banded by a neo-Grec ornamen­
on the .shaft and topped by an egg-and-dart JTtolding. · The main entablature has a 
panelled frieze and is flanked by acanthus-leaf console brackets. The cornice has 
underlying modillions. The total effect of the building is one of restraint, 
lightness and openness. 

No. 4.31 is built of marble above a cast-iron storefront. Stylistically it 
looks as though it should date from about ten years earlier before the given date 
of 1372. But the latter is c9nfirmed by the fact that Eno acquired this lot in 
April of 1872, and entered into a party uall agreement two months late~ to erect 
a five-story party wall between No. 431 and the adjoining lot on the north . The 
five-story, three-bay facade is · flanked by marble quoins which are simulated in 
i r on on the ground floor. Supporting the ground-floor lintel are two iron 
columns with Corinthian capitals. The curved windows in the marble facade are un­
adorned. · The iron entablature is also quite simple. Curved brackets support the 
cornice and alternate with raised panels on the frieze. 

501-39 
#407-409 
(#157 Sprin~. northeast corner) 
Commenced: 9/6/1899 
Completed: 1/31/1901 
Architect ; Small & Schunann 
0riginal Owner : Arthur A:· Hodges 
Orieinal Function : Stores and loft 
Facade : Brick , terra cotta 
6 stories : 7 bays 
Comments : Cornice cut for fire 

escape 

501-37 
#4ll 
Commenced: 7/18/1887 
CoMpleted : 2/29/1888 
Architect: Robert Mook 
Original Owner : A.mos Eno 
Original Function : Store and warehouse 
Facade : Brick 9 stone trim, iron storefront 
6 stories : 3 bays 
CoI!'IJ11ents : This building is connected to 

153-155 Spring , ground floor display 
windows gone 
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501-1 
#413-415 
Commenced: 10/30/1892 
Completed: 5/21/1893 
Architect: C. E. Hadden 
0riginal Owner: James Fitzgerald 
Original Function : Store and loft 
Facade : Brick, stone bandings , iron 

storefront 
6 stories ; 6 bays 

501-4 
#419 
CoIIL~enced: 9/3/1383 
Completed: 1/31/1884 
Architect: J.M. Grinell 
Builder: 0. E. Perrine 
Original Owner : Kunigunde Ode 
Function: ~fanufacturing and workshop 
Facade : Brick , stone trim, iron store-

front 
6 -stories ; 4 bays 
Comments'. Raised one story from 5 to 6, 

ground floor windows bricked in. 
Iron: George R. Toop 

501-6 
#423 
Commenced: · 9/15/1904 
Completed: 6/30/1905 
Architect· Bernstein & Bernstein 
0riginal 0wner : Mrs. M. l1.rimpie 
Original Function· Tenement and store 
Facade: Brick , terra cotta 
6 stories ; 4 bays 
Comments: Cornice removed, common 

facade with #425, ground floor 
altered 

501-8 
#427 
Commenced: 7/12/1872 
Completed: 12/20/1872 
Architect: Robert Mook 
Builder : James Rue 
Original Owner: Amos Eno . 
flrii;inal Function : Store anti storohvusc 
Pacade : Iron 
5 stories : 4 bays 
Comments: Common facade with #429 

501-10 
#431 
Commenced : 7/8/1872 
Completed : 12/20/1872 
Architect: Robert nook 
Builder : Ja~es Rue 
Original nwner : Amos Eno 
Original Functiort: Store and s torehouse 
Facade: Marble, iron storef ront and 

cornice 
5 stories : 3 bays 
Comments : New ground floor win­

dows and doors 

501-3 
#417 
Completed : 6/1/1948 
nriginal Function: Garage 
Facade: Brick 
1 story 

501-5 
#421 
Commenced : 7/5/1904 
Completed : 3/31/1905 
Architect : Thomas Lamb 
0riginal Owner: Adolph Ode 
Original Function : Factory 
Facade : Brick, stone trim, iron storefront 
6 stories ~ 4 bays 
Comments : #419 and this building have a 

common facade 

501-7 
#425 
Comt'lenced · 9/15/1904 
Completed: 6/30/1905 
Architect : Bernstein & Bernstein 
0riginal Owner : Mrs. M. ''!impie 
Original Function : Tenement and store 
Facade '. Brick, terra cotta 
6 stories : 4 bays 
Comments ' Common facade with #423, cornic P. 

missing , new storefronts on both 
buildings 

501-9 
#429 
Commenced : 7 /12/1872 -
Completed : 12/20/1872 
Architect: Robert Mook 
Builder· James Rue 
Original Owner: Amos Eno 
0rigi,nal F11nclio11 ; Store a.nd :Jtorchou~c 
Facade· Iron 
5 stories · 4 bays 
Comments: Common facade wiLh #427~ 

some upper windows filled in 

501-11 
#433 
(#115-119 Wooster) 
Commence_d: 4/15/1896 
Completed · 2/18/1897 
Architect · Richard Berger 
Original "i-mer : Henry Brunner Estate 
Original Function: Stores and warehouse 
Facade: Brick, stone, iron, terra cotta 
6 stories ; 4 bays 
Comments : New ground floor doors and win­

dows , cornice removed 
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501-12 
#435 
(140-142 Prince, southeast corner) 
Commenced : 5/15/1879 
Completed : 8/27/1879 
Architect: Henry Congdon 
Builder: Jeans & Taylor 
'lriginal Owner: ~dward & A. Abott 
Function: Manufacture and warehouse 
Facade: Brick 
5 stories ; 10 bays 
Comments '. 5th floor mansard added in 1892 

Prince to West Houston Street 

The majority of buildings on this block date from the 1880s and were predom­
inantly used for storage and as warehouses. One building dating from as early as 
1878 was built as a tenement. Despite the functional nature of these buildings, 
the architects still decorated their brick facades with handsome details in stone , 
iron, or terra cotta. 

East Side Only in District : Block 515, Nos. 445-479 

No. 465-469 is a handsome, six-sto=y, nine-bay building of l889-90, tastefully 
decorated with neo-Grec ornament. The iron storefront is notable for its supporting 
piers, decorated with panelling and neo-Grec foliation. The console brackets 
flanking the ground floor cornice are topped by massive rounded terminal blocks. 
The brick facade of the upper stories is divided into three groups of three bays 
each by brick pilasters. The floors are divided into three groups by horizontal 
stone string courses. The windows are capped by stone lintels incised with neo­
Grec foliation. On the sixth floor the windows are round-arched and set with flat 
keystones. The treatment of the roof line gives the building a unique appearance. 
Carried out entirely in brick , the architect has created a corbelled entablature 
above the outer bay sections. A triangular pediment rises from the center section. 
Italso contains corbelling whose curves reflect the arches of the windows below. 

Nhitenach, t he architect, had designed a very similar building at 457-461 1\fest 
Broadway a year earlier. Although the bay divisions are handled differently and the 
storefront is much simpler , the roof line has a similar pediment and corbelled 
treatment. Its appearance is much less striking than that of its recently renovated 
neighbor. 

No. 471 is a f our-story, four-bay building rebui lt in 1907. The original 
iron storefront, also from that date, appears to be int~ct. Projecting from the 
building line about a foot are two cantilevered bay windows. Outlining the windows 
are slender colonnettes employing tjny stylized Ionic capitals. Above the ground 
floor the brick facade is broken by four continuous windows on each floor. The 
windows are separated only by the same slender colonnettes which outline the ground­
floor windows. Above the windows is a continuous panelled iron lintel. Both the 
ground floor and the roof line have their own iron entablatures. The ground floor 
cornice is set with closely-spaced modillions while those on the main entablature 
are much more widely spaced. 

No. 475, a five•story , three-bay building,was built as a tenement in 1878-79. 
It is, nonetheless, a handsome building. Rising above an iron storefront, the brick 
facade is set with three identical ,.,indows on each floor. The windows have stone 
sills supported by tiny incised brackets, and are topped by incised stone lintels 
set under projecting cornice slabs. The decoration is all neo-Grec. Crowning the 
building is a heavy; iron entablature whose cornice is support~d by heavy brackets 
alternating with diamond-shaped panels. 
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515-45 
#445-449 
(#143-145 Prince, northeast corner) 
Listed on Prince 
8 bays on i·rest Broadway 

515-2 
#453 
Commenced; 7/24/1906 
Completed : 2/16/1907 
Architect: Jardine, Kent & Jardine 
Original Owner : Louise Darrow 
Original Function: Storage 
Facade: Brick, stone, iron 
6 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments: New ground floor doors and 

windows: common facade with #451 

515-4 
#457-461 
Commenced : 8/6/1888 
CoBpleted: 3/28/1889 
Architect: ._Tohn H. rnhitenach 
0riginal Owner: Amos Eno 
Orieinal Function: Store 
Facade : Brick, stone trim , iron store­

front 
6 stories ; 9 bays 
Comments : New ground floor doors and 

windows. Iron from C. Vreelands 
Iron '.'Jorks 

515-8 
#465-469 
Commenced: 1889 
Completed: 1390 
Architect: John H. 1'lhitenach 
Original Owner : Amos Eno 
0riginal Function: Store and storage 
Facade: Brick, stone trim, iron store-

front 
6 stories ; 9 bays 

515-1 
#451 
Commenced: 11/20/1883 
CoMpleted: 4/30/1884 
Architect: James Dubois 
Builder: O. E. Perrine 
Original Owner: Cyprine Gousset 
Original Function: Manufacture and workshop 
Facade : Brick, stone trim, iron storefront 

and cornice 
6 stories; 3 bays 
Comments : 6th story added in 1906; common 

facade with #453 

515-3 
#455 
PARKING LOT 

515-7 
#463 
Commenced : 8/22/1935 
Completed : 5/14/1936 
Architect: rrm . Sommerfeld 
0riginal Owner : Solomon and Jacob Berkman 
Original Function: Shed for storage 
Facade· Brick 
1 story 

515-11 
#471 
Completed: 1907 
Architect : Henry J. Weisner 
Original Owner· Charles Chesebrough Estate 
Original Function: Store and storage 
Facade: Brick and iron 
4 stories ; 4 bays 
Comments: In 1907 front wall taken down 

and r ebuilt , original peaked roof 
removed; this May be an old building 
with major alt. 
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515-12 
#473 
Completed: 1884 
Architect : James E. Ware 
Original Owner: B. M. Martin · 
Original Function: Manufacture and 

workshop 
Facade : Brick, stone trim, iron store­

front 
5 stories : 4 bays 
Comments : New ground floor 

515-14 
#477 
Vacoi.nt lot 

\ ' 

515-13 
#475 

· Commenced: 9/3/1878 
Completed: 2/24/1879 
Architect · Frederick H. Gross 
Builder: Marc Eidlitz 
Original Owner: Frederick H. Gross 
Original Function : Tenement 
Facade : Brick , stone trim, iron trim 
5 stories ; 3 bays 

515- 15 
#479 
(Southeast corner Houston) 
Vacant lot 
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' "1ooster was laid out by 1797 , but did not acquire its name until 1799. The 
street was regulated from Spring to Prince in 1813. 

The street served as a backup for development along i'Jest Broadway and Greene 
Street much as Mercer and Crosby Streets did for Broadway . Architecturally it 
tends to reflect its secondary status; the buildings which were erected as back 
sections for those on Vest l3roadway and Greene Street tend to be unpretentious and 
simple. But some very fine free-stnading structures are also to be found on 11fooster 
Street. 

Canal to Grand Street 

The building dates on 'this block vary widely, ranging from 1855-1903. 
Especially interesting are the buildings of the 1860s and 70s which are handsomely 
designed in a combination of brick and iron. 

• ·1est Side : Block 228, Nos. 1-27 
228-1 
H 
(Jf 35 Canal , northwest corner) 
I.,isted on Canal 
9 bays on i·rooster 
Cori"l'1ents · 3rick facade on l'Tooster 

side 

223-33 
#2 3 
Completed: c. 1920-30 
Facade : Brick 
3 stories; 3 bays 
Comments : Possibly a very old 

building drastically 
altered 

228-3n 
#27 
Vacant lot 

East Side : Block 229 , Nos. 2-30 

228-34 /40 /41 /42 /43 
#3-21 
Parking lot 

228-32 
#25 
co~l'lenced : 9/5/1894 
Completed : 10/4/1894 
Architect : l!. G. Jones 
Builder · Jones & Co. 
Original Owner · Gerolam.o Cella 
0riginal Function : Storage 
Facade: Brick 
3 stories ,. 3 bays 
Comments · Possibly a very old building 

altered in 1894; note tie rod 
cover and stone lintels. 

No. 24-26 ; a five-story , six-bay buildin.~, · dates fron 1866-67. Although now · 
connected -internally with Nos. 22 and Nos. 23-30 (71-73 Grand) , the building was 
built at a different time. Handsonely set above an'iron storefront and stipported 
by Corinthian columns , the brick facade incorporates regular rows of windows. The 
windows are set above bracketed iron sills and capped by curved iron lintels deco­
rated with a scroll-like motif. The main entahlature is quite simple : brackets 
supporting the cornice alternate with panels on the frieze. 

No. 28-30 (71-73 Grand Street) is described on Grand, but its l'Jooster facade is 
wort11y of mention. This section of the building dates from 1883. The two corner 

end bays of the four-story , six-bay building are of cast iron and handled in the same 
manner as :th_ose on the Grand Street facade . Joining the two corner end bays and 
tying togethei- the entire facade is an iron storefront, whose openings are defined 
by Corinthian pilasters and columns. Risin~ above this are the four bays of the 
brick facade. The windows are capped by curved drop-lintels 1 identical in design 
to the segmental arches of the cast-iron facade. Joinin~ both sections of the facade 
is an iron entablature. The brackets sunporting the cornice are set with bead­
mo l ding, and they alternate with closely-set angled modillions above a narrow 
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panelled frieze. 

229-6 
#2-4 
(351-357 ' Canal, northeast corner) 
Listed on (:~na.1 · 
11 bays on !Vooster 

229-12 
#12 
Commenced ~ 5/14/1883 
Completed: 6/31/1884 
Architect : J. B ~ · S.nook 
Original Owner : C. L. Wolfe 
Original Function : Store 
Facade: Brick, stone, iron 
S stories ; 4 bays 
Comr:ients· Ground floor windows 

bricked in , ground floor 
cornice :missing.. :J:ron 
from S.D. Ferdon Iron 
1·1orks 

229-15 
#18-20 
Commenced : 8/8/1889 
Completed: 1/31/1890 
Architect: S. Brunner & Tryon 
Mason: H.D . Powers 
Builder: W.D. Robinson 
Original Owner: S. E.. Cohen & Bros. · 
Original Function· Store 
Facade : Bric;k', terra cot ta 
s stories originally 
Comments : Building drastically al­

tered in 1964 , is now a 

229-20 
#24-26 

1 ·story garage. The above 
info. applies to only 1/2 ' 
of lot 15, #18/ #20 was orig. 
built with #22 

Completed · 1866-67 
Architect : Unknown 
Original nwner· Lewis King 
Original · Function · Store and lofts 
Facade: .Brick, stone, iron . 
5 stories ; 6 bays . . 
Comments : Part of ground floor cor­

nice iniysing, aiterat:lons 
on ground floor · 

Grand to Broome Street 

229-7 /11 
#6-10 
Completed : prior to 1931 
Original Function :. Garage 
Facade : Brick · · 
4 stories ; 6 bays· 

229-13 
#14-16 
Commenced : 3/30/1903 
Completed : 11/13/1903 
Architect : 1"1.G. Pigueron 
Original 0wner : George Pigueron 
Original Function : S:to:re a:n4 lofts 
Facade : . Lirn~stone ,• brick, ashlclr 
7 stories ; 3 bays , 6 windows · 
Comments : Ground floor bricked in , 

229-20 
#22 

c:ornice missing 

Commenced : 10/1/1868 
Completed : 2/9/1369 
Architect: Louis Dunkle 
Builder : Welcher 
Original Owner : l~m . P. Gray 
Original Function : Store and storehouse 
Facade : Brick, stone, iron 
5 stories ; 3 bays 
Co!l'lments · Nevi doors and \..,indows on ground 

fioor, roof cornice gone; the 
above info. also applies to north­
ern 1/2 of lot 15, #20, which was 
torn down in 1964. 

229-20 
#28-30 
(#71 Grand, southeast corner) 
Completed : 1888 
Architect · Mortimer C. Herritt 
Original Owner: M. Eisemann 
Original Function : Store and lofts 
Facade : Brick with iron storefront, cornice 

a.nd lintels·• Two corner end bays 
are all iron · 

4. stories ; 6 bays 
Comments · This corner building replaced an 

1869 building and has a common 
facade with #73 Grand . 

This a very diverse block, containing buildings dating from 1822 to 1945. 
Several of those from the 1860s and 1880s dj,spl~y interesting uses of iron in 
combination with brick or stone. Also t;o- be ~oted are the two buildings, Nos. 51 
and 53, dating from the · 1320s. Built ori~inally 'as~ dwellings,' they were converted 

·,.· 
.. ' . 

· .... 
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into stores and lofts, and the ground floor facades and 
time of these conversions. However it is very apparent 
fenestration, that the buildings are of an early date. 
window lintels on the second floor. 

cornices were added at the 
from the brickwork and the 
No. 51 retains its original 

!.•1est Side : Block 475 (west part), Nos. 29-55 

No . 35-37 is a handsome five-story, six-bay building, whose elements are de­
rived from French P-enaissance sources. The iron storefront is divided by Corinthian 
columns. Quoined pilasters flank the buildin~ at the ground floor, and heavy 
console brackets set with terminal blocks flank the ground-floor entablature. Above 
this the stone faca<le is divided into six window bays in a regular fashion. Panel­
ling at the base of the second-floor windows simulates a balustrade. The windows 
have segmental-arched heads further emphasized by projecting moldings around the 
pilasters separating the windows. The facade culminates in an iron entablature 
capped by a curved broken pediment. Set in the center of the pediment is a bracket 
decorated with a shield device ; it supports a small pedestal which probably once 
carried a finial or an urn. 

~1Jhile Ho. 53, a three-story. three-bay building, was originally buii t about 1825 
as a dwelling, it was drastically altered for use as a store and loft in 1870. 
The cast-iron storefront set with three incised pilasters supporting an entablature, 
was added at this time. ~ '.'hen the third story was added, the windows on the second 
story were remodelled to harmonize with the new ones. On both floors they have iron 
sills and widespread projecting iron lintels. The cast-iron entablature is heavy 
and angular in its use of forms reflecting motifs similar to those used on the 
ground floor. · 

475-28 
#29 
(#68-70 Grand, northwest corner) 
Listed on Grand 
8 bays on Wooster 
Comments : Storefront bricked in , 

T'.Jooster facade combines 
brick and iron . 

475-24 
#35-37 
Commenced: 1866 
Architect : S. Curtiss Jr. 
0riginal Owner : J. & \:! . Lyall . 
Original Function : Stores 
Facade: Stone, iron from Michol 

& Billerwell Iron !\Torks 
S stories; 6 bays 
Comments : Urn missing from roof 

pediment. 

475-22 
#41 
Completed: c. 1860 
Facade: Brick, iron storefront, 

stone trim 
4 stories :. 4 bays 
Co~ments: 5th floor removed in 

1948, all windows blocked, 
ground floor boarded in , 
looks abandoned . 

475-26/27 
#31-33 
Commenced: 1368 · 
Architect: T·Jm . Shears 
Original Owner: N. Gavia 
Original Function : Factories and workshop 
Facade: Brick 
2 stories ; S bays 
Comments: Major alteration in 1961 when 

3rd and 4th floors removed . 

475-23 
#39 
Commenced· 9/7/1884 
Completed: 8/31/1885 
Architect: .Joseph M. Dunn 
Original nwner · l'Trn. Collins 
Original Punction : Store 
Facade : Pressed brick, stone banding 
3 storie~f . 3 bays 
Comments : Cornice removed, cast-iron electric 

lamp post attached to building . 

475-21 
#43-45 
Commenced: 10/3/1884 
Completed: 2/27/1885 
Architect : Joseph Dunn 
Original Owner: n. H. Gray 
Original Function : Stores 
Facade · Pressed brick, stone, iron 
6 stories ; 6 bays 
Comments: 0riginal storefront in good 

condition , iron from S.B. Ferdon 
Ir0n "'orks 
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475-19 /20 
#47-49 
Commenced: 11/16/1944 
Completed: 4/30/1945 
Architect: Joseph Furman 
Original Owner : Pearl Yoffe 
Original Function: Garage · 
Facade : Brick 
1 story 

475-17 
#53 
completed: c. 1825 
Original Owner : Samuel Dobbin 
0riginal Function: Dwelling 
Facade· Brick, iron 
3 stories · 3 windows 
Comments : In 1870 the peaked roof was 

fl attened and one story added . 

475-18 
#51 
Completed : 1822 
Original Owner: Thomas F. Popham 
Original Function : Dwelling 
Facade : Brick, iron 
4 ~tories ; 3 windows 
Comments: Altered . in 1888, storefront 

and cornice added . 

47S-16 
#SS 
(484-487 Broome, southwest corner) 
Listed on Broome 
2 bays on ·'.fooster 

East Side : · Block 475 . (east part), Nos. 36-52 

No. 46-SO is a six-story, nine-bay building .of 1894-95, somewhat Romanesque 
in general appearance but employing French decorative motifs. The building is 
characterized by giant arched triple-bay groupings . Horizontal groupings are 
achieved with stone cornices and bandings. 

The lowest horizontal group consists of the first two floors. Rus.ticated 
quoins flank the building in this section and form piers dividing the bays into 
three sections. l>Jithin these sections iron colonnettes on the ground floor and 
pilasters on .the second floor separate the window and door openings. While the 
ground floor has its own iron entablature, that above the second . floor is more 
substantial in its appearance .and spans the entire facade cutting across the piers. 
The third , fourth, and fifth floors whose triple-bay sections are spanned by t he 
gian~ arches form .the middle horizontal section. The dividing piers are capped 
by ';clam-shell n capitals. The windows within each section are separated by iron 
colonnettes, and the window panels above the third and f ourth floors are decorated 
with a variety of rosette and swag moti f s. In the spandrels between the arches 
are set carved lions' heads. The sixth floor, which is set off above a rusticated 
stone string course , is lined with three groups of three arched windows set with 
keystones. The main iron cornice has closely spaced modillions set above a panelle< 
frieze . ' 

475-61 
#36-38 
(72 Grand, northeast corner) 
Listed on Grand 
10 bays on l'!ooster ; 
6 windows & 4 doors 
Comments · End bay sections are 

iron : the wall between · 
is stone 

475-34 
#40 
Commenced : 10/11/1895 
Completed : 6/19/1896 
Architect : Buchman & Deisler 
Original Owner : l'lrn. Burke 
Original Function : Store 
Facade: Brick, terra cotta, iron 
6 stories : 2 bays, 4 windows 
Comments : Ground floor altered 
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475-35 
#42-44 
Commenced : 10/12/1382 
Conpleted: 3/31/1883 
Architect · Jarvis [forgan Slade 
Carnenter : A. G. Bogert & Son 
·1rigina l ~wner : Edward Tailer 
0riginal Funct ion : Store 
FacHde : Brick , stone 
6 stories : 6 bays 
Comments : 1'1ew ground floor windows 

and doors , 2nd floor win­
dow altered 

475-40 
#52 
(431 Broome , southeast corner) 
Parking lot 

.?.!_~_ome to Spr:!ng _:~treet 

475-37 
#46-50 
Commenced : 4/9/1894 
Completed : 2/26/1895 
Architect · F. S. Baldwin 
0riginal Owner : rnm. Purdy 
0riginal Function : Store and lofts 
Facade : Brick, stone, iron 
6 stories : 3 bays, 9 windows 
Cmmnents : Ground floor display windows 

filled, some windows on upper 
floors filled in 

The west side of the bl ock is almost entirely taken up by the Snook-designed 
buildings for the Lorillard tobacco business which are described on West Broadway. 
The facac.es on '.1ooster Street are almost identical. 

The buildines on the east side of the block date fror.i the 1860s to the 1890s . 
The brick and terra -cotta buildings of the 1890s are good examples of Beaux-Arts 
Classicism adapted to commercial use. 

West Side : Block 487 1 Nos. 59-91 

437-1 
ff 59 
(434 -490 Broome , northwest corner) 
Listed on Broome 
3 bays on !'rooster 

487-10 
#65-67 (through to ' '!. Broadway) 
Commenced : 1867 
Architect : J · ~. ~nook 

Orieinal '1wner : P . & G. Lorillard. 
0ri ginal Function : Tobacco Manufacture 
Facade : Brick , iron storef ront and 

cornice 
5 stories :. 6 bays 

487-14 
#73-75 
Corrt~enced: 6/7/1929 
Conpleted : 11/21/1929 
Architect : Unknown 
Facade : Brick 
4 st ories : 5 bays 
Comments : Altered in 1966 into fac­

tory and stora~e 

437-8 
#61-63 (through to West Broadway) 
Commencedi 7/29/1875 
Complete~ : 11/10/1876 
Architect ; J . B. Snook 
Original Owner · Lorillard Estate 
Original Function : 8torcs 
Builder : Edwin Harlow 
Facade : Brick, iron storefront an<l cornice 
5 stories : 6 bays 
Coilll1lents ~ Ground floor windows altered , 

- one filled in . 

487-12 
#69-71 (through to ~·J. Broadway) 
Cora.menced · 1868 
Architect : J. 3 . Snook 
Origin?..l nivner : herrc Lorillard 
Original Function : Factory for drying and 

moistening- tobacco . 
Facade : Brick , iron, terra cotta 
6 stories : 2 bays of 5 windows 
Comments : Entire Nooster side removed and 

bui l ding r aised 1 story in 1905 

487-16 
#77- f, l 
Co~menced : 4/22/1889 
Completed : 1/24/1890 
Architect : J. B. f nook F, Sons 
Original Owner · Jacob Lorillard Trustees 
Facade : Brick , iron stor efront and cor nice 
6 stories ; 6 bays 
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487-30 
#83-85 
Completed : 1876 
Architect: Presumably J.B. Snook 
0riginal '1wner · Mary Barbey (possibly 

a Lorillard heir or 
Trustee) 

Facade : Brick, stone , iron store­
front and cornice 

5 stories; 5 bays 
Comments : Altered in 1399 when 

owner was listed as 
Lorillard Estate 

487-29 
#87-91 
(Southwest corner Spring) 
Parking lot 

No. 80-82 is a massive seven-story, six-bay example of Beaux-Arts Classicism. 
The building is set off on a. two-story base flanked by brick piers banded with 
stone and divided in the center by a similar pier. l'fithin each section the door 
and window openings are separated by slender iron pilasters. Both the first and 
second floors have their own cornices. Rising above the base are four stories 
set off within two giant arches , each of which contains three bays. The bays are 
also separci.ted by iron pilasters. Decorating the flanking and ceriter piers 
giant Corinthian terra-cotta capitals. A large terra-cotta medallion containing 
the insignia 11 B & G1 : (the initials of the original owners) decorates the center 
arch spandrel . The top floor is set with a row of eight small arched windows. · 
A curved egg-and-dart molding above them reflects the shape of the window arches. 
A cornice with foliated modillions crowns an elaborately patterned floral frieze. 

In its use of Beaux-Arts Classical form11las, No. 84-88 is very similar to 
No . 30-82. It is also seiien stories high and has nine bays divided into three 
groups. The bottom two floors act as a base. Brick piers banded with rusticated 
stonework flank the lower two stories and define the three bay groupings. The 
piers defining the bay groupings in t3e four floors above this are decorated with 
rosettes, lions ' heads , and medallions. The windows within the bay groupings are 
separated by iron pilasters. The top floor consists of a row of arched windows. 
Crowning the building is a very elaborate entablature. Rising atov~ toe frieze 
set with a row of rosettes, the cornice is supported on closely spaced, intricately 
shaped brackets. 

436-39 
#60 
(482 Broome, northeast corner) 
Listed on Broome 
9 bays on l'Jooster 

486-1 
#62 ' 
(Connected to 476-473 Brbol11e) 
CoTIII'!enced : 6/24/1872 · · 
Co~pleted : 2/2Sfl873 
Architect: Griffith Thomas 
Carpenter : John Downey 
Mason: John Conover 
Original 0wner · C. Henry Garden 
Original Function : Store 
Facade: Iron 
6 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments : Ground floor altered 
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486-2 
#64-68 
Commenced: 10/20/1898 
Completed : 7/10/1899 
Architect : E.H . Kendall 
0riginal Owner : Louis Dommerick 
Original Function : :·rarehouse 
Facade: Brick, stone, terra cotta 
8 stories; 3 bays, 9 windows 

486-5 
#70-72 
Commenced · 3/16/1869 
Completed : 9/10/1869 
Architect : Charles Mettam 
Builder : J.J. Riceman 
Original Owner: Archer Pancoast & Co. 
Original Function : Loft 

Comments : Some ground floor alterations 
Original Facade : Iron with mansard roof 
Present Facade: Brick, galvanized iron 
3 stories : 3 bays, 9 windows 

486-7 
#74 
Commenced : 3/16/1869 
Co~pleted : 9/10/1869 
Architect : Charles Mettarn 
Original Owner : Archer Pancoast & Co. 
Original Function : Factory 
Facade: Brick, stone , iron 
5 stories ; 4 bays 
Comments : Ground floor windows and 

doors covered, ground floor 
cornice missing 

486-9 
#80-82 
Commenced : 7/14/1894 
Completed : 12/28/1894 
Architect: G. A. Schellinger 
8riginal Owner : Boehm & Coon 
Driginal Function: Stores and store-

roons 
Facade : Brick, iron, terra cotta 
7 stories : 2 bays, 6 windows 

486-14 
#90 
(140 Spring, southeast cor~er) 
Listed on Spring 
3 bays, 9 windows on Nooster 

Spring to Prince Street 

Comments : Fire destroyed top three floors in 
1916, present front built then. 
Building further damaged in 

486-8 
#76 

recent fire. 

Commenced : 6/5/1871 
Completed: 9/1/1871 
Architect : Henry Fernbach 
Builder : Sam Cochran 
Original Owner: M. & S. Sternberger 
0riginal Function : Store 
Facade : Brick, stone lintels 
3 stories: 3 bays 

486-11 
#84-88 
Commenced : 3/14/1895 
Completed : 5/27/1896 
Architect : Albert Nagner 
Original Ovmer : Albert l'lagner 
Original Function : Mercantile building 
Facade · Brick, stone, iron 
7 stories : 3 bays, 9 windows 
Comments · One ground floor window bricked in 

Both sides of this block contain buildings dating largely from the 1890s. 
Of special interest are the buildings designed by Richard Berger. His use of brick 
in combination with iron is interesting to compare with his use of cast-iron alone 
in buildings from about the same period. (See 114 Prince Street .) Because of its 
stylistic consistency this block has a more homogeneous quality than some of the 
others in this section of the District. 

West Side : Block 501, Nos. 95-127 

No. 99 Wooster Street, a three-story, three-bay building, was originally used 
as a firehouse. Although an earlier firehouse had occupied the site from the 1850s, 
in 1881 Napoleon LeBrun undertook alterations so extensive that they, in fact, 
constituted a new building. Flanking the cast-iron ground floor are two piers, 
each set with a shield which probably once contained the firehouse insignia. 
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Stained glass panels are set at the top of the ground floor under the entablature. 
The two stories above this are of red brick banded with stone. !lost striking are 
the rows of flower-ornamented terra-cotta placques set above the third story. 
Rising above them is a simple entablature flanked by two curved brackets. 

No. 115-121 and No. 120-126 are both brick and iron buildings designed by 
Richard Berger for Henry Br11nner. No. 120-126 dates from 1893-94, and No. 115-121 
dates from 1896-97. Placed as they are across the street from one another, they 
provide a harmonious setting for this end of the block. Each is six stories high 
and sixteen bays wide. 

No. 115-121 is. divided into four groups of four bays by heavy banded piers. 
l'Ji thin the pier groupings, th~ . windows .· are separated by iron colonnettes. These 
differ from floor to floor and are elaborately fashioned in designs derived from 
classical sources and are somewhat reminiscent of furniture legs. On the top floor 
the row of arched windows is divided by swirled iron colonnettes. The cornice with i1 
underlying modillions is flanked by brackets topped by tiny pediments. 

501-32 
#93 
(143 Spring, northwest corner) 
Listed on Spring 
3 windows on Wooster 
Comments : Facade on 'fooster is . 

aluminum siding over a 
frame structure 

501-31 
#97 
Commenced : 5/11/1896 
Completed : 11/29/1897 
Architect: G. F. Pelham 
Builder~ S. A. Friedline 
Original Owner: Louisa Friedline 
nriginal Function: Lofts 
Facade: Brick , stone, terra cotta 
7 stories~ 4 bays · (2 double bays) 
Comments: Ground floor altered 

501-28 
#101-103 

501-32 
#95 
Completed: c. 1920-1930 
Function: Store 
Facade· Brick 
1 story; 75 ft. wide 
Comments'. This is an extension of corner 

· building 

501-30 
#99 
Completed : 1881 
Architect: Napoleon Le Brun 
·original nwner: City of New York 
Original Function: Firehouse 
Facade : Brick, terracotta, stone, iron 

ground floor 
3 stories ; 3 bays 
Comments : Drastic alteration of pre-existing 

firehouse dating from the 1850s. 

501-27 
#105-113 

Commenced : 5/9/1893 Commenced : 6/27/1891 
Completed: 1/24/1894 Completed: 9/30/1892 
Architect: Buchman & Deisler Architect · Charles Behrens 
Original ')wner: Leon Tannenbaum Original Owner :The Fiske Associated Co. 
')riginal Function · Store 0riginal Function: 1'1arehouse 
Facade: Brick , iron, stone, terra cotta Facade: Ohio Sandstone, brick, iron 
7 stories : 6 bays (2 triple bays) 6 stories ; 12 bays 
Comments: New doors and windows on Comment~: Ground floor alterations . 

ground floor 

501-20 
#115-121 
( 433 !'J. Broadway) 
Commenced: 4/15/1896 
Completed: 2/18/1897 
Architect: Richard Berger 
Original Owner '. Henry Brunner Estate 
Original Function: Stores and ware-

house 
Facade: Brick, stone~ iron, terra 

cot ta 
6 stories ; 16 bays 
Comments : Some new ground floor doors 

and windows, cornice cut .for 
fire escape 

501-19 
#127 
(Southwest corner Prince) 
Pa.rking lot ' 
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East Side: Block 500, Nos. 98-128 

No. 120-126 has an iron storefront. Set above this, brick piers break the 
facade into four bay divisions similar to those across the street on No. 115-121. 
The piers are decorated with medallions and indentations. The windows within 
the bay divisions are separated by iron colonnettes which are simply panelled 
and fluted, not at all as elaborate as the colonnettes on No. 115-121. The top 
floor is set with a row of arched windows. The iron cornice is supported by bracket 
above each pier and is underlaid with scrolled modillions. 

nn both of these facing buildings, the iron work shows the same delicacy and 
refinement that Berger exhibited on his cast-iron facades. In the case of these 
structures, however, the ironwork is in strong contrast with the heavy, bold nature 
of the brickwork. 

500-40 
#98 
(139-141 Spring, northeast corner) 
Listed on Spring 
12 bays on Nooster 

500-2 
#102-106 
Commenced : 8/11/1890 
Completed : 7/31/1891 
Architect: De Lewis Hordes 
Original Owner: D. & E. Einstein 
0riginal Function : Store 
Facade : Brick, stone, iron 
5 stories : 9 bays 

500-7 
#112-114 
Commenced : 10/14/1889 
Completed : 10/11/1890 
Architect: D.& J. Jardine 
Original Owner: Amos Eno 
Original Function : Warehouse 
Facade: Philadelphia brick, stone 
6 stories : 6 bays 
Comments : Common f acade with #108-110 

500-511 
#120'-122 
Commenced : 6/7/1893 
Completed '. 5/30/1394 
Architect : Richard Berger 
Origina l Owner : Henry Br unner 
Origina l Functi on : Store and war ehouse 
6 stories ; 8 bays 
Conunents : Common facade with #124-126 

500-1 
#100 
Commenced: 1/4/1890 
Completed : 10/31/1890 
Architect : Richard Berger 
Carpenter · Henry Neiler 
Builder : J. L. Mercha & Son 
Original Owner : !'Im. ~1enkoff 
Original Function : Factory 
Facade · Brick, stone , iron 
5 stories; 4 bay~ 
Comments: Cornice removed, new ground floor 

windows 

500-5 
#108-110 
Commenced: 10/14/1889 
Completed· 10/31/1890 
Architect: D. & J. Jardine 
Original Owner : Amos Eno 
Original Function : !'Jarehouse 
Facade: Philadelphia brick, stone 
6 stories ;. 6 bays 
Comments : Common facade with #112-114 

500-9 
#116-118 
Commenced · 5/23/1907 
Completed : 1/17/1908 
Architect: Frederick Fabel 
Original Owner: John E. Olson 
Original Function: Light manufacturing 
Facade : Brick , stone, terra cotta 
6 stories; 8 bays 

500-13 
#124-126 
Commenced : 6/7/1893 
Completed: 5/30/1894 
Ar chitect : Richard Derger 
Origina l Owner : Henry Brunner 
Origina l Function : Store and warehouse 
6 stories ; 8 bays 
Comments: Common facade with #120-122 
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500-15 (Originally lot 14) 
#128 (Southeast corner Prince) 
Commenced : 1852 
Completed : 1853 
Architect : Unknown 
Original Owner : Nathaniel Sillcocks 
Original Function : Stores & Tenement 
Facade '.· Brick, iron 
5 stories ; 3 windows 
Comments : Modern storefront 

Prince to l~est Houston Street ·--- ----- .. - - -
As with other blocks in this section of the District, many of its buildings 

date from the 1890s. Since many of them were used as stores, however , thei r 
facade treatments tend to be elaborate. Tucked away between these l arge and l ate 
buildings are a J. Morgan Slade design of 1876 and an even earlier building of 1857. 
They provide a pleasant contrast with their more ornate neighbors. 

1"1est Side: Block 515 , Nos . 131-157 

No. 147, a four-story , t hree-bay building of 1876, is a handsome compositi on 
derived f rom French Renaissance sources' with neo-Grec detailing by J. Morgan Slade. 
Although carried out in marble (with the exception of the cornice) the elabor ate 
detail is of the sort one would expect to find on a cast-iron facade. The ground 
floor is flanked by rusticated piers, and its arched openings are divided by two 
heavy columns decorated with wide fleur-de-lis banding. The piers flanking the 
upper stories are decorated with incised floral motifs. The bases of the windows 
on bot h the second and third floors are set with panels simulating a balustrade. 
Panelled pilasters separate the windows on the the third and fourth floors. On 
t he second floor the center window is flanked by two columns supporting an elaborate 
pediment. The fourth floor windows are also topped with pediment-like moldings 
enclosing rosettes. The iron cornice is supported by angular brackets incised with 
floral motifs. 

515-37 
#131- 133 
(129 Prince , northwest corner) 
Listed on Prince 
12 bays on Wooster 

515-3 
ltl37-l39 
Empty Lot 

515-36 
#135 
Com.~enced : 6/7/1893 
Conpleted : 1/30/1894 
Architect · Buchman & Dei s ler 
Original Owner : M. & D. Feigel . 
Original Function : Store 
Facade : Brick, stone, terra cot t a 
6 stories ; 3 bays, 4 windows 

515-31 
#141-145 
Commenced : 9/9/1896 
Completed : 7/10/1897 
Architect : Louis Korn 
Original Owner : Leopold R. Trew 
Original Function : Sales rooms 
Facade : Brick, iron , stone 
8 stories ; 12 bays 
Comments : Ground f l oor windows bricked i n 
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515-30 
#147 
Commenced: 6/22/1876 
Completed : 10/1/1876 
Architect : Jarvis Morgan 
Builder: J. C. Hoe & Co. 

Slade 

Original Owner : Jarvis Slade (maybe 
the architect ' s father) 

Original Function: Store 
Facade : I'1arble, iron cornice 
4 stories; 3 bays 

515-27 
#149-153 
Commenced : 11/13/1897 
Completed: 6/2/1898 
Architect : Neyille & Bagge 
Original Owner : Daily & Carlson 
Original Function: Light manufacturing 
Facade: Granite, brick, limestone 
8 stories ; 9 bays 

Comments ; Ground floor windows filled in 

515-25 
#155-157 
Commenced · 6/28/1897 
Completed : 12/31/1898 
Architect : George F. Pelham 
Original 0wner: George A. Saward 
Facade· Brick, stone , iron , terra cotta 
8 stories ; 9 bays 

515-16 
(Southwest corner W. Houston) 
Vacant Lot 

Conrnents : Ground floor windows filled in 

East Side : Block 514, Nos. 130-160 

No. 152-156, a six-story, twelve-bay building, is a rather restrained com­
position in the Beaux-Arts Classical mode. As is typical, the lower two floors 
are treated as a base. In this case four giant segmental arches span the large 
showroom windows. The three floors above this are broken into four sections of three 
bays each by large brick piers. The windows are separated by iron pilasters ; those 
on the fifth floor have round arches. The sixth floor is set above a dividing 
cornice, and brick piers separate all of the windows. The iron entablature is 
quite elaborate. The foliated brackets supporting the cornice are interspersed by 
circular medallions set in t he frieze panels. 

514-42 
#130-132 
(125 Prince, northeast corner) 
Listed on Prince 
10 bays on l'Vooster 

514-3 
#138 
Completed : 1857 
Architect : Unknown 
Original nwner: David Jacobus 
Facade : Brick, iron storefront 
5 stories ; 4 bays 

514-5 
#142-144 
Commenced : 1889 
Architect: Jordan & Giller 
Original Owner : r.lary E. Haight 
Facade : Brick, stone trim , iron store­

front 
5 stories ~ 6 bays 
Comments: Ground floor filled in 

514-1 
#134-136 
Commenced: 1/7/1946 
Completed : 8/12/1947 
Function : Garage 
Facade : Brick 
1 story , 37 1/2 ft. wide 

514-4 
#140 
One-story Garage 

514-7 
#146-148 
Parking lot 
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WOOSTER STREET (C~nt'dl 

514-9 
#150 
One-story garage 

514-13 
#158 
One-story garage 

514-10 
#152-156 
Commenced : 10/20/1890 
Completed: 12/31/1891 
Architect: J. Averi t llfebster 
Original Owner: Patrick H. McManus 
Original Function: Brush manufactory sales 

rooms 
Facade : Brick, iron storefront and cornice , 

stone trim 
6 stories : 12 bays 
Comments: Ground floor alterations, roof 

cornice cut for fire escape 

514-14 
#160 
(37-61 W. Houston, Southeast corner) 
Gas Station 
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SOURCES AND CREDITS 

This report has been written to describe an area of the City which is sig­
nificant to the City in terms of its social as wel I as architectural heritage . 
It is most notable as the largest extant concentration of ful I cast-iron facades 
in the world . It should prove educational and informative to architectural 
historians, to the property owners and to those working and I iving in the area. 
The fol lowing notes cover promary sources used in obtaining information for the 
report. · · · 

The documentation of each building has been based on primary research sour­
ces, mainly official records of the City of New York . These have been supple­
mented by special collections of original ma nuscripts, maps, City directories, 

. newspapers a nd pub I ished histories of the City and of certain institutions, in 
the col~ection of such institutions as The New York P~bl ic Library, the New 
York Historical Society and the Avery Architectural Library of Columbia University, 
Municipal records, drawn upon heavily, which have been of great assistance in 
establishing the historical documentation of bui I dings, include:· 

A. Conveyance .records, survey and estate maps and tract reports (Office 
of the R 2gister)~ 

B. Tax assessment records of the 19th century (Municipal Archives and Rec­
ord Center). 

C. Bui I ding and alteration plans, violation indices, bui I ding and alteration 
dockets from !866 on - the date of the establishment of the Department of 
Bui I dings. (Special thanks. should be extended to Corne! ius F. Dennis, 
Sebastian Mazzola and Edwin J . Quinlan of the Department of Bui I dings for 
their assistance . ) 

D. Minutes of the Common Counci I of the City of New York. 

E. Manual of the Corporation of the City of New York. 
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FINDINGS AND DESiGNATION 

On the basis of a careful consideration of the history, the architecture and 
other features of this area, the Landmarks Preservation Commission finds that the 
SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District contains bui I dings and other improvements which 
have a special character and special historic and aesthetic interest and value 
and which represent one or more periods or styles of architecture typical of one 
or more eras in the history of New York City and which cause this area, by reason 
of these factors, to constitute a dist-i.nct section of the City. 

The Commission further finds that among its ' important qua I ities, the SoHo­
Cast Iron Historic District has played a significant role in the residential, 
entertainment and commercial development of New York City, that, particularly 
during the last half of the 19th century, a wide range of architectural styles 
were applied to commercial bui I ding, that outstanding examples of these styles 

. have survived here in great number, variety and integrity, that among them is the 
' largest g~oup of cast-iron st~uttures now to be found anywhere in the world, that 
the use of cast· iron as a bu i Id i ng mater i a I marks a very important stage in the 
history ot structural technology, that its application contributed significantly 
to the subsequent development of the skyscraper, that the juxtaposition of the 
cast-iron buildings and their masonry contemporaries i I lustrates dramatically the 
19th-century search for a distinctive architectural style, tha~ this search led 
directly .toward the new architectural aesthetics of the 20th century, that the 
recent conversion of abandoned lofts into artists' residences, studios and gal­
~ries has added new vitality to the area, that this revitalization has been 
accomplished through imaginative zoning and bui I ding code amendments, that the 
area also continues to contain ongoing . and important commercial and industrial 
activities, and, finally, that this mixed combination of uses d,emonstrates one 
way in which the core of an old city can be given new lite without the destruction 
of its cultural heritage. 

Accordi~gly~ pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 63 of the Charter of the 
City of New York and Chapter 8-A of the Administrative Code of the City of New 
York, the Landmarks Preservation Commission designates as an historic district 
the SoHo-Cast 1.1-'on Historic District, Borough of Manhattan, containing the pro­
perty bounded bV Canal Street, Broadway, Howard Street, Crosb~ Street, East 
Houston Street, West Houston Street and West Broadway. 
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APPENDICES 

A _PROMINENT ARCHITECTS ··REPRESENTED IN THE DISTRICl' 

ISAAC F. DUCK1"'0RTH (1850-?) Office at 291 Broadway 

. 343 Canal 1868 iron 
28-30 Greene 1872-73 iron 
23-25 Greene 1872-73 iron 
465-467 Broome 1872-73 iron 
72-76 Greene 1872- 73 iron 
32 Greene 1373 iron 

Isaac F. Duckworth was a New York City architect about whom little is known. 
According to the 1870 U.S. Census records Duckworth ·was born in Pennsylvania of 
native-born parents. He was only 30 at the time of the census, which meant that 
he began his career at an early age , much like J. ~1organ Slade. He was listed in 
the New York City Directories between 1858 and 1883. 

11'ith the exception of 343 Canal Street> all of Duckworth' s buildings within the 
Historic District were built in 1872 or 1873. However Daniel Badger's Architec­
tural Iron '.·rorks catalog lists a number of Duckworth-designed buildings built 
prior to 1865. 

Although it is umikely that Duckworth had any formal architectural training , 
he must have been an avid .student of French architectural styles (probably as in­
terpreted in British architectural publications), for his extant buildings are 
strongly French in character. 

!\lhile he did design buildings in the sperm-candle style (at 97-101 Reade Street) 
and in the Venetian Renaissance manner (at 41 Worth Street)both of these buildings 
have distinctly French touches. All of Duckworth's buildings of 1872 and 1873 
within the Historic District are elaborate and elegant interpretations of the 
French Second Second Empire style in the commercial palace mode. Employing such 
devices as projecting bay sections, massive pediments, intricate bracketing, and the 
typical mansard roof, Duckworth gave these buildings a flamboyant character that is 
unique in the District. Cast iron adapted itself well to these elaborate forJlls 
and at far less expense than if they had had to be carved in stone. 

HENRY FERNBACH (1828-1883) Office at 346 Broadway -- ---

463 Broome 1867 stone, iron storefront 
43 Mercer 1867 brick 
165-167 Mercer 1870-71 iron 
76 ''!ooster 1871 brick, iron storefront 
142-144 Greene 1871 iron 
58- 60 Greene 1871 iron 
19-21 Greene 1871-72 iron 
67 Greene 1872-73 iron 
62-64 Greene 1872-73 iron 
69-71 Greene 1876-77 iron 
73,75,77 Greene 1876-77 iron 
81 Greene 1877 iron 
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113-117 Spring 1878 iron 
111 Mercer 1878·-79 iron 
96 Greene 1879 iron 
101 Greene 1879 now alt ered 
103-105 Greene 1879 iron 
83-85 Greene - 1879-80 now altered 
128-132 8rrin~ 
102 Greene 1880 iron 
93-95, 97, 99 Greene . 1881 iron 
96-98, 100 Prince 1881-82 iron 
102-104 Prince 1881-82 iron 
114-120 Greene 
113 Greene 1832-83 brick, iron storefront 
121-123 Greene 1882-83 iron 
125 rireene 1882-83 iron 
133-135, 137 Greene 1882-83 iron 
122-124 Spring 1883 brick 
84-86 Greene 
112 Greene 1883-84 iron 

Henry Fernbach, born in Germany , cai11e to New York in 1848 to begin a. successful 
architectural practice. His sudden death in November 1883 brought his flourishing 
career to an end. Ile was best known for his commercial and institutional build­
ings : among those listed in his obituary were the ~taats-Zeitung building on Tryon 
Row, at the corner of Spruce and l'Ji llimn Streets, the German Savings Bank o:_ Union 
Pquare, the Hebrew Orphan Asylum on East 77th Street at Third Avenue, and the 
Central Synagogue on Lexin~ton Avenue at 55th Street. 

Fernbach was the ~ost prolific architect within the boundaries of the Historic 
District. Fe worked almost exclusively on Greene Street and designed more buildin~s 
on Greene Street than any other architect. Consequently Greene has a remarkable 
homogeneity. 

Despite Fernbach's German background, his architectural styles display a 
dominant French influence . Two of his early cast-iron buildings, 165-167 Mercer 
Street of 1870-71 and 142-144 Greene Street of 1871, employ the characteristic 
French seg1TJental window arch. This motif was used for both stone buildings and 
their imitations in cast iron. 

Yet, Fernbach was essentially not an imitative architect. :lis use of cast 
iron was creative and i maginative, and his designs display the liehtness and open­
ness o~ cast-iron architecture to its best advantage. French designs are the 
inspiration for his decorative details. "'hile French Renaissance and Second Empire 
details predominate on his earlier buildings, by the mid-1870s his details are 
almost exclusively his personal stylization of neo-Grec forms. This is especially 
evident in his designs for capitals, pilasters., moldings and keystones. Another 
prominent Fernbach characteristic which occurs in his later buildings is his 
elaborate treatment of the ~ain entablature. Intricate brackets, original moldings, 
and ornamental terminal blocks all combine to give his entablatures great character. 
He further elaborated his cornices by adding antefixae projecting above the roof 
l i ne. Fernbach created a cast-iron architecture that was unique in its combination 
of ~orms and details . It adds much to the over- all quality and character of the 
District. 
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JOHN KELLUM (1807-1871) Office at 179 . Broadway, later 8ll Broadway 

565-567--Broadway 1859-60 stone 
502-504 Broadway 1860 . stone' · iron storefront 
18 Mercer 1861 iron 
597 Broadway - 1867 stone 
170 Mercer brick, iron storefront 
94-96 Crosby 1869 brick, iron storefront 

. John Kellum achieved success as an architect for A. T. Stewart, New York's 
. first department store magnate. Kellum designed Stewart's second major department 
store at Broadway and 10th Street in 1859-1862. The cast-iron facade is stylisticall 
reminiscent of the Venetian Renaissance; . its segmental-arched window arcades are 
set within columns decorated with simple details. However the design of the cast­
iron interior light court is in a French Renaissance style with appropriately 
ornate details. Kellum was also the architect for Stewart's own mansard-roofed 
Second Empire palace on Fifth Avenue at 34th Street (1863-69). One of Kellum's 
last designs for Stewart was the cast-iron Hotel fo:l'.' !\forking Women, later changed 
to the Park Avenue Hotel, which opened in 1878. It was designed in an elaborate 
Second Empire style. This mansard-roofed Second Empire palace style appears on 
several of-Kellum' s buildings· .from the . late 1860s ; among them was the Net.; York 
Herald Building. 

Although the number of buildings that Kellum designed within the Historic 
District is small, his contributions are notable. 

No~ · 565-56 7 Broadway, the Ball, Black and Co. store of 1859-60, is one of the 
best examples of Italianate architecture within the District. Although later 
alterations have somewhat changed its original character, one can still get a sense 
of this popular style. Moreover the style is well suited to the material (which is 
Jllarble), and the building conveys a sense of solidity and stability particularly 
appropriate for this old firm of silversmiths and jewelers. 

In sharp contrast to this, are the so-called 11sperm-candlei ~ buildings, employing 
a transitional style which was used between .1858 and 1864. Although the invention 
of this style cannot be attributed with any certainty to Kellum, he used it on 502-
504 Broadway, a marble building , and for a virtually identical facade in cast iron 
at 55-57 l'lhi te Street. It is quite possible that , he was also the architect for 

· several other stone-faced buildings on Broadway south of Canal Street in the 
"sperm-candle11 mode. In addition to being a style' which ,used traditional classical 
for~s in a non-traditional way, it also was ~ell adapted t~ the particular virtues 
of cast-iron strength and lightness. ' ;!hat is unique about the style is that in 
several cases stone was used to imitate these qualities of cast iron. 

J\Jo. 597 Broadway , a Kellum desien of 1867, has these same paradoxical qualities. 
Although its stylistic details are adopted from French Renaissance sources with 
touches of neo-Grec, this marble-facaded building has a quality of lightness and 
openness that is much more expressive of cast iron. 

In conclusion it appears. that once Kellum discovered the virtues of cast iron 
for commercial buildings, he used it in such a way as to emphasize its structural 
and decorative qualities. Moreover, these styles seem to have appealed to him so 
strongly that he continued to use them when a client requested a building with a 
stone facade. 
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JARVIS MORGAN SLADE (1852-1882) Office at 71 Broadway, later .346 Broadway 

489-493 Broome 1873-74 iron 
147 Wooster 1876 marble 
45 Greene 1882 iron-
42-44 Hfooster 1882-83 brick , iron piers on ground 

floor 
109-111 Prince 1882-83 iron 
119 Greene 

Jarvis Morgan Slade had one of the most prom1s1ng architectural careers in 
New York City before his unexpected death at the age of thirty. Slade .received his 
professional training in the office of Edward H. Kendall and began his own practice 
about 1873. Despite his youth , he received ' a ~ number of important commissions for 
commercial buildings, his area of specialty. · 

Kendall had been trained at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris, and he presum­
ably passed his preferences for French architectural styles on to Slade. Slade's 
designs within the District certainly reflect a strong adherence to French design 
traditions. 

l'Thile Slade did not use cast iron for all of his commercial buildings , he did 
enploy this material for the majority of those within the District. Ee utilized 
the material in such a way so as to emphasize the light and open qualities the 
material made possible. At the same time he was able to create refined French 
Renaissance and neo-Grec design forms. · 

No. 489-493 Broor:\e, a cast-iron building of 1873-74 must have been one of his 
first independent commissions. Here his use of French Renaissance designs and es­
pecially his treatment of the roof line is very similar to several Griffith Thomas 
designs of about 1869. · 

Slade's building at 147 Wooster of 1876 is rather unusual because he used 
marble on the facade to create highly ornate designs which could have been much 
more easily done in cast iron. While the detailing is predominantly neo-Grec , the 
forms are in the French Renaissance mode. This is another case of the use of stone 
to imitate cast-iron forms. 

However , it was in some of the last commissions that Slade undertook, that he 
achieved a true sense of elegance and refinement in translating French Renaissance 
and classical modes into the cast-iron medium . The magnificent buildin~ at 109-111 
Prince - 119 Greene is a prime example of his best work. 

JOMATHAN B. SNOOK (1815-1901) Office at 12 Chambers Street 

552-554 Broadway 
5-7 Mercer . 
379-381 1'!. Broadway 
65-67 Wooster 
383-385 W. Broadway -
69-71 Wooster 
30-32 Howard -
Northeast corner Crosby 
9J. , 93 Grand 
28-30 Mercer-
451-453 Broadway 
10-12-14 Greene 
83 ~1ercer 

65 Greene 

1855 
1861 
1867 
1867 
1868 

1868 

1869 

1869 
1872 
1872-73 
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now altered 
iron 
iron 
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68 Greene 1872-73 iron 
66 Greene 1873 iron 
375-377 !Al. Broadway- 1875-76 brick, iron storefront 
61-63 ~·rooster 
83-85 Wooster 1876 brick, iron storefront 
446-448, 450 Broadway 1876-77 iron 
109-111 Spring - 1878 brick, iron storefront 
107 Mercer brick 
121 Spring - 1878 brick, iron storefront 
90 Greene brick 
503-505, 507-509, 511 1878-79 iron 
Broadway - .. 
74-76, 78-80 , 82 Mercer brick, iron storefront": 
329-331 Canal 188~-:84 brick 
2-6 Greene 
8 Greene 1883-84 iron , brick flanking piers 
12 11Tooster 1883-84 brick, iron storefront 
127 Spring - 1886-87 brick, iron storefront 
87-89 Greene 
391-393 11!. Broadway - 1889 brick, iron storefront 
77-81 1'Jooster 
151 Spring 1889-90 brick, iron storefront 
361 Canal 1891-92 brick 

Jonathan B. St1ook (also listed in various sources as John B. Snook) was born 
in London and came to New York as a child. He studied architecture with Joseph 
Trench and was in partnership with him for several years. 

.. 

Like his co:nterilporary Griffith Thomas, Snook had orie of the largest architec- · 
tural practices . in New York City , and he design.ed both' residential and commercial · 
buildings for members of New York's most prominent families , among them the Vander.:.. 
bilts and the Lorillards. One of his most important buildings was the old Grand 
Central Station built in 1871'."72._ The .firm of Trench & Snook is attributed in 
several sources with the d.esign of the . first ' A. T. Stewart Store (1845-46) at the 
corner of Broadway and Chambers (now, the · Sun Building). This white marble palace 
was the first Italianate structure in New 'York City. Stewart, who is a l so listed · 
as the proprietor of the Metropolitan Hotel on Broadway at Prince (now demolished) 
in Daniel Badger:s catalog, also commissioned Trench & Snook to design that strut J.. 
ture. Another of Snook ' s important hotel attributions was for the St. Nicholas 
Hotel on Broadway at Spring. This is also listed in Baqger 's catalog. l'lhen two of 
Snook's sons entered architectural practice about 1887 he _opened an office ih Brook-
1 yn and renamed th.e firm, '•J no • B . Snook & Sons . 11 

Y1!fithin the boundaries of the Historic District , Snook was one of its most 
prolific architects ; his buildings span the wide range of time from 1855 to 1892. 
As Bi ght be expected, the styles are also diverse . 

A large number of the buildings from the mi<l-1860s to the end of the 1880s 
fall into a category which can be called "vernacular classicism" for want of a 
better term. These buildings have brick facades above cast-iron storefronts and ar( 
usually topped with .cast-iron cornices. The buildings vary only slightly in 
stylistic details from de~ade to decade. In the 1860s th~ windows typically have··. 
projecting molded lintels and stone sills supported on tiny brackets -- both ele­
ments being of an Italianate. ·nature. In the 1870s and 1880s the stone sills and 
lintels are completely pl.airi"and often flush with the brick facade. In the 1880s 
buildings , sections of the :£'acade ·are often banded with stone. The iron storefronts · 
and cornices are also of a simple nature, often decorated. with geometric forms ; 
in the 1870s and into the 18805 .neo-Grec details are frequently used. A large 
number of these vernacular bttild:lngs were of a purely utilitarian nature and used 
for warehouses and manufacturing purposes. Apparently neither Snook nor the owners 
of these buildings felt the need to plorify their f acades as did the builders of 
coJlU'lercial palaces. 
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Snook's commercial buildings on and near Broadway are more impressive than his 
utilitarian structures and are carried out in more distinctive architectural styles. 

The earliest building attributed to Snook within the boundaries of the District 
is at 5S2-SS4 Broadway of 18S5. He employed the French motif of segmental window 
arches and topped the building with an elaborate entablature. No. 5-7 ~ 1ercer Street 
is a handsome Italianate composition with a stone facade above an iron storefront . 
His first complete cast-iron facade was done in 1869 at 91-93 Grand Street; inter­
estingly enough, he used iron to simulate lar~e stone blocks. Fron this time he use 
iron for all of his non-vernacular commercial - structures within the Historic Dis­
trict. The iron fronts dating from the late 1860s and early 1870s are French in 
character employing segmental window arches ; they are strongly imitative of similar 
structures in stone. However , he used iron in a much .more non-traditional manner 
at 446-450 Broadway (1876-77) and 503-Sll Broadway (1878-79). The details here 
are neo-Grec, but the iron is used to create a light, open building with wide bays 
senarated only by columns. Such a technique is much more expressive of the func­
tional nature of cast iron. 

GRIFFITH THOMAS (1820-1878) Office at 346 Broadway 

443-445 Broadway 1860 stone, iron storefront 
90-94 Grand - 1867 stone, iron storefront 
38-40 Greene brick 
97-105 Grand - 1867 stone, iron storefront 
31-35 (forcer 
470 Broome - 1867 stone, iron storefront 
Northwest corner Greene brick 
42-44 Greene 1868-69 stone, iron storefront 
472-474 Broome 1869 stone, iron storefront 
42S Broadway 1869 iron 
457-459 Broome 1871 iron 
461 Broome 1871 iron 
469-47S Broome - 1871-72 iron 
5S Greene 
SS Mercer 1871-72 iron 
4S3-4S5 Broome 1872-73 iron 
57-59 flfercer 
476-478 Broome - 1872-73 iron 
62 Fooster 
80-82 Greene 1872-73 iron 
441 Br oadway 1876 now altered 

Griffith Thomas was born in England ; he came to New York in 1838 at the age 
of eighteen to join the architectural firm of his father, Thomas Thomas. The firm 
was knmm as Thomas & Son for many years, although Griffith did ml}eh of the designinf 
Their clients included some of New York's most prominent people, among them the 
Astors. 

Thoma.s ' s work included a good many residences along Fifth Avenue, usually 
faced in brownstone, as well as numerous important commercial buildings such as t he 
Lord and Taylor store at Broadway and Grand Street (now demolished) and the Ar nold 
Constable store on Broadway at 19th Street. 

According to Withey ' s Biographical Dictionary of American Architects (Deceased) , 
Thomas "designed buildings in the Classic and Palladian styles favored by the _______ ---
elder Thomas. (; Winston Weisman cr edits the firm with greatly furthering the commer­
cial palace mode of architecture. 

The earliest building which we can attribute to Griffith Thomas still standing 
within the District , at 443-445 Broadway, dates from 1860. Stylistically it is 
firmly within the Italianate commercial palqce t r adition. 
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His other buildings within the District date from 1867 to 1873 ; by this time 
stylistic taste in commercial buildings had shifted to the French Renaissance and 
Second Empire styles. Thomas's work from this period reflected this shift but, 
at the same time, he incorporated Italianate elements, such as second-floor bal­
ustrades, into his designs. Other design elements which he favored included curved 
broken . pediments~ heavy roof balustrades .· and rO.o~ tirns'. , .as' well as . stylized . 
decorative details, usually foliated : these are .usually consiQ.ered to be French 
rather than Italian characteristics. But whether French .or Italian,these buildings 
all carried on the commercial palace tradition~ · 

The first complete cast-<iron facade which ~Th6mas designed in the Oistrict dates 
from 1869 at 425 Broadway. His buildings previous to this date had had cast-iron 
storefronts supporting stone facades. But once he adopted the complete cast~iron 
facade~he used it enthusiastically and imaginatively to create buildings of great 
elegance. His buildings on Broome Street from 1871 on firmly attest to his design 
skills. 

SAMUEL A. l'JARNER (1822-1897) Offi~e at 132 Broadway 

454 Broome -
65-67 Mercer 
20-26 Greene 
16-18 Greene 
600-602 Broadway-
134-136 Crosby 
371 Canal .· 
513, 515-517, 519 Broadway-
84, 86-88, 90 Mercer 
545 Broadway 
116 Mercer 
15-17 Mercer 
15-17 Greene 

1879-80 

1880 
1882-83 
1883-84 

1883-84 
1884-85 

1885 

1886 .. 
1894-95 

stone, iron storefront 
brick 
iron 
iron 
iron 
brick and iron 
iron 
stone, brick, iron 
brick, , iron storefront 
iron 

iron 
i:ro.n 

Samuel A. l'larner received his architectural training in the office of his fathe' 
Cyrus L. Warner, beginning at the age of sixteen. He was in partnership with his 
younger brother Benjamin from 1862 to 1868. He achieved prominence with his de­
signs for many large stores in the dry'-goods district. H. B. Claflin Co., S. B. 
Chittenden & Co., Charles St. John, McCurday, Aldrich & Schenck, and H. D. Aldrich 
are t hose cited in his New York Times' obituary. He was also the architect of the 
Marble Collegiate Church, a Landmark in its own right. 

T'Ti thin the Historic District his buildings date from 1879 through 1895, and 
only two do not have cast-iron facades. It is interesting that he would continue 
to use this medium as late as 1895 for the building at 15~17 Greene Street. 

No. 454 Broome Street of 1879-80 is identical in design to 456 Broome,done 
in 1867 by his brother. Benjamin ; apparently the .owner wanted a continuation of 
the same facade. Nos. 513-519 Broadway of 1884-85 is the only other non cast-irnn 
building Warner designed in the District. He adapted the popular Queen Anne style 
to this commercial building, incorporating floriated terra-cotta details on the 
facade in a vibrant polychromatic fashion. 

Warner's designs in cast iron are similar to those used by Fernbach -- that is , 
basically classical in . form with wide-set windows separ~ted only by columns or 
pilasters. The designer thus achieved a .great sense of lightness and openness. 
''!hile Warner also used neo-Grec details, his over-all designs were quite severe and 
simple ; they lack the elaboration that Fernbach brought to his designs. Warner used 
such devices as small ,Corinthianesque or Ionic capitals above his columns, simple 
entablatures, and wide unadorned frieze panels above the ·windows. Only in some of 
his later designs does a hint of elaboration creep in when he placed window arcades 
at the top floors. · · · ·· 
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· ctz~·3 --111J ~ 
ALFRED ZUCKER (?) Office at 33 Union Square West 

132-134, 136, 138-140 Greene 
549-555 Broadway -
120-126 ~1ercer 

484-490 Broome -
59 1'!ooster 
492-494 Broome 
495-497 Broadway -
66-68 t1ercer 
458 Broadway -123 Grand 

1885-86 
1889-90 

1890-91 

1891-92 
1892-93 

1895-96 

iron 
stone 
brick 
stone and brick 

stone and brick 
stone and brick 
brick 
stone and brick 

Alfred Zucker is another New York City architect about whom little is known. 
He appears in the New York City Directories through . 1~04. He was considered to 
be one of the City's leading architects as evidenced by an entry in King's 
Notable New Yorkers, 1896-99. In A History of Real Estate, Building and Archi tec_­
ture in New York City published in 1898, he is favored with an extensive (although 
probably not complete) listing of his buildings from 1883 t,hrough 1897. His 
earliest building within the boundaries of the Pistoric District dates from 1885. 

This building at 132-140 Greene Street is his only building with a cast-iron 
facade . Interestingly enough,it is almost identical to a Henry Fernba~~ building 
of 1883 at 112 Greene Street. Both buildings had the same owners > after Fernbach ' s 
death in 1883 they must have asked Zucker to carry out the commission for an 
identical building. 

The work of Zucker's firm is best seen, however, as a late 19th~century adap­
tation of the exuberant Beaux-Arts style as adapted to the skyscraper. Mar ble and 
granite in combination with brick and terra-cotta decoration, and iron decorative 
members (usually defining the windows) are the elements he used to create, in 
commercial designs , a conspicuous and iMpressive image for his clients. 

An interesting digression from this mode was Zucker's design for 484-490 
Broome Street (59 Wooster Street). This bold r ed granite building is a type of 
Romanesque, although even here Zucker employed some classical forms. 

''1hile most of Zucker' s buildings are too ornate to appeal to today ' s taste , 
they form nonetheless , a significant part of late 19th-century American architec­
ture. Zucker's buildings are among the most imaginatively designed during this 
period within the District. 
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ABACUS ( p I ura~ I., ABAC I ) - the f I at topmost member of a c~p i ta I upon which an 
arch ifra've or other superstructure rests. 

ACROTERION (plural, ACROTERIA) - an ornamental "ear-I ike" protrudance most often 
· placed ~t the angles of a triangular pedfm~nt. 

ANTEFIX (plural, ANTEFIXAE) - an ornament projecting above a roof cornice fre­
. quently incorporating an anthemion motif. 

ANTHE~· ION - a conventionalized leaf motif based on a honeysuckle or palmette form, 
· 9r!ginating in Greek ornamental forms. 

APRON - a trim member placed at the edge of and e~tendi~g below a projection such 
as a window sil I or capital abacus. 

ARCHITRAVE - see: Entablature 

BEAR I NG WALL - a wa 11 upon which the structura i I oad of .. a bu i Id i ng rests. 

BR~CKET - a projecting L or S-shaped support used frequently below a cornice, 
· · ba I cony or projecting s i I I • 

CONSOLE BRACKET - an elongated ornam~ntal bracket, frequently in the form 
of an s curve. 

CARYATID - a decorative column takjng the form of a ·female figure. 

CLASS I CAL ORDERS - · In d. i scuss i ng the bu i Id i ngs dating from the second ha If of 
the 19th century within th.e Historic District, references to the classical 
orders must be interpreted very loosely. The architects of these bui I dings 
took great . I i bert i es in adapting Greek and Roman forms to cominerc i a I bu i Id­
ings. In nearly every instance in this report, a reference to a specifi c 
order refers only to the capital design ~na not tb the entablature, base, 
shaft or to .proportions or spacing of the columns. 

TUSCAN CAPITAL ·- a very simple unadorned capital, resembling the Doric 
but frequently of heavier proportions. 

DORIC CAPITAL - a relatively simple capital with a flat abacus. 

IONIC CAPITAL - a capital with spiral volutes beneath its abacus. 

CORINTHIAN CAPITAL - a capital embel I ished with carved acanthus leaves. 

CORINTHIANESQUE CAPITAL - a capital incorporating sty I ized leaf forms. 

COMPOSITE CAPITAL - a capital combining volutes and acanthus leaves, (a 
composite of the Ionic and Corinthian orders.) 

COMPOSITE - see: Classical Orders 

CONSOLE BRACKET - see: Brackets 

CORBEL - a supporting projection normally produced by extending successive layers 
of masonry, wood or iron beyond the wal I surface. These supports, which are 
placed in a continuous course, are commonly used beneath a cornice I ine. 

CORINTHIAN - see: Classical Orders 

CORINTHIANESQUE - see: Classical Orders 

CORNICE - see: Entablature 
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CORNICE SLAB - a cornice-I ike projection placed above a window. 

CURTAIN WALL - an exterior wal I, separate from the structural framework, which 
supports only its own weight. 

DENT IL - one of a series of smal I blocks, resembling teeth, used as a molding in 
a classical entablature. 

DORIC - see: Classical Orders 

DROP LINTEL - a I intel over an arched or square-headed window which has vertical 
members continuing down the sides of the window for a short distance. 

ECOLE DES BEAUX-.ARTS .... France's national school of fine arts located in Paris 
which is the oldest and most celebrated architectural school in the world. 
During the second half of the 19th century, the school promoted a resurgence 
of classical forms which became known as the Beaux-Arts style. A description 
of this style can be found in the "Stylistic History" in Part I. 

EGG-AND-DART MOLDING - a classical molding consisting of alternating egg and dart­
shaped forms. 

ENTABLATURE - the group of horizontal members immediately above column capitals; 
it consists of : 

ARa-JITRAVE - the lowest member, resting directly upon the column capitals. 
An architrave is also occasionally extended to enframe the sides of a 
door or window opening which is topped by an entablature. 

FRIEZE - the middle member of an entablature which in 19th-century architec­
tural styles is frequently embel I ished by panels or medal I ions and 
interrupted by large cornice brackets. 19th-century adaptations of 
classical orders often combine a frieze and cornice without an archi­
trave. 

CORNICE - the horizor.tal ly projecting topmost member .of an entablature. It 
is frequently found by itself as the crowning motif of a facade. 

FANLIGHT - a semicircular window placed over a door with bars or muntins radiating 
from its center I ike the spokes of a fan. 

FENESTRATION - the arrangement of the windows of a bui I ding. 

FINIAL - an ornamental form at the top of a gable, pediment, gatepost, spire, 
pinnacle, etc. 

FRIEZE - see: Entablature 

IONIC - see: Classical Orders 

IRON VAULT COVERS - a number of iron plates with I ights that I ie over the vaults 
and are on the same le vel as the sidewalk. 

KEYSTONE - the central voussoir of a masonry arch, 

LIGHT - generally, a pane of glass, but in the section of this report that deals 
with sidewalks and iron vault covers, it referrs to pieces of glass of 
various shapes, sizes and colors that are inserted in iron plates. 

LIGHT-PLATFORM - a flat, raised area in front of the facade of a bui I ding that 
is made up of a number of iron plates with I ights and which stands over the 
vau I ts. 
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MODILLION - a smal I ornamental bracket used in a closely spaced, regular series 
below a projecting cornice. 

NECKING - a molding at the top of the shaft of a column just below the capital. 

PALAZZO - an Italian "palace", usually associated with those from the Renaissance. 
When referring to 19th-century architectural styles, however, a "palazzo" 
can be any large impressive bui I ding whose style was derived from Italian 
Renaissance sources. 

PARTY WALL - a single wal .I separating two adjacent bui I dings which is jointly 
owned by the two respective parties and acts as a bearing wal I tor both 
structures. 

PEDIMENT - a low, usually triangular gable constructed . in a classical style that 
is often filled by sculpture and usually framed by a cornice. It is used 
decoratively to crown central bays, porticos and important windows of a 
facade and is sometimes segmental in shape or broken away in the center. 

PIER - in masonry architecture, an upright supp0rting member carrying a structural 
load. When interpreted in cast iron, an exterior pier is in most instances 
merely a solid par+ of the curtain wal I placed between the windows and/or 
on either side of a facade. 

PILASTER - a shallow, flat engaged column, normally serving only a decorative 
funct i·on. 

QUOIN - in masonry architecture, large stones used to reinforce a corner or sal­
ient angle of a building. When interpreted in cast iron, rusticated quoins 
were used decoratively to emphasize the flanking piers. 

RANDOM ASHLAR - system of laying stone wal Is in which neigher vertical nor hori­
zontal joints are continuous. 

RISER - the verticle member between the treads of a stair. 

RUSTICATION - in masonry architecture, an emphasis of individual stones by reces­
sing their connecting joints. 

SEGMENTAL ARCH a~ arch in which the curvature is a segment of a circle, but 
less than a semicircle, 

SOFFIT - the exposed underside of a lintel, arch or cornice. 

SOLDIER COURSE - a course of bricks set on their ends. 

SPANDREL - the space between The outer Cl•rve of an arch and its rectangu I ar 
entramement or between two adjacent arches and a horizontal member above 
them. 

SPANDREL PANEL - in skeleton-frame construction, the wall panel between the head 
of one window and the si l I of a window directly above it. 

TAXPAYER - a nondescript structure of one or two stories erected to produce 
income to pay for the tax on the property. 

TERMINAL BLOCK - a decorative block placed at the extreme ends of a cornice be­
tween floor levels, thus interrupting the quoin I ines or flanking piers of 
a facade. 

TREAD - the horizontal surface of a step~ 

TRIGLYPH - a rectangular decorntive block, cut with vertical grooves, that is set 
in a regular series along a Doric frieze. 
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TUSCAN - see; Classical Orders 

VAULT - a eel lar room used for storage and often extended under the sidewalk. 

VERMICULAT!ON - a relief cutting on stone that simulates undulating worm tracks . 

VOUSSOIR - a wedge-shaped stone forming~part of~ ~asonry arch. 
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C. SIDElVALI<S, CURBS A.ND IRON VAULT COVERS 

On November 12, 1845, Thaddeus Hyatt patented a method for making iron vault 
covers with glass lights. _Prior to this :time, if the owner of a building· wished to 
111ake full use Of his basement space, he had to illuminate it in one Of tW?) ways, 
both undesirable. He either had to use oil , kero.sene or gas lighting, thereby 
increasine the danger of fire, or he had to resort to having an areaway. in f ront o.f 
basement windows, thereby creating space he could not use and forming an obstacle 
on the street for pedestrians. By contrast, if an owner used Hyatt's invention, he 
not only could safely illuminate his basement but also could use the space that an 
areaway wasted and remove the obstacle it created on the street. 

Later, when cas·1. · iron was used more frequently for storefronts, it was nossible 
to have larger amounts of window space for the display of goods. By using a light 
nlatforrn, raised above the level of the street , instead of an iron vault cover on th 
level of the sidewalk, a store owner was able to provide an area where potentfa.l 
customers could stand and view his goods without being iostled by nedestrian traffic 
or blocking its flow. For stores . that were on streets too narrow for a light 
platforl"i, one or two wide steps in front of the clisplay windows ser.ved the same 
purpose. 

Although the 1-listoric District has no iron sidewalks -- the only known example 
of an iron sidewalk still existing in New York City is in front of #77 Chambers 
Street -- it still retains a wide variety of iron vault covers, stoops and light 
platforms. Their treatment commonly included a nuP1.ber of pink-tinted, convex 
circle lights surrounded by six raised metal studs on the tread and another series 
of convex circle lights framed by a raised metal hexagon on the riser. Although 
this is the most frequently found arrangement, there are many variations. The 
Thaddeus Hyatt covers along the Howard Street facade of the Arnold Constable & Co. 
store have circle lights in diamond-shape frames. The Haug:hwout building had 
iarge pentagonal lights of various tints, and the '11hyte building at #101 Spring 
Street had clear, six-inch-by-six-inch squares on the light platform along its 
Mercer Street facade. ., 

A number of the iron manufacturers who produced cast-iron storefronts and · 
facades within the District, such as Badger, Cornell, Jackson and A.lthause , also 
made iron vault covers , stairs and light platforms. Some of the others who were 
active in their production were Jacob Mark , G. Vreeland, Li ge & Jacobson and 
L. P. Case. 

Bui lders continued to use light vault covers until the end of the 19th centur y , 
when electric lighting made them no longer necessary. 

The Historic District also has many sidewalks made of p;ranite or bluestone 
that ·were laid during the last half of the 19th century. The following list 
indicates where they appear and also notes the location of cast-iron lampposts . 

.. 
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BROAD''.TAY 

Most of the vaults have been filled and the iron vault covers have been re­
surfaced or removed due to the construction of the BMT subway under Broadway. 

The vast majority of sidewalks along Broadway , between Canal Street and Houstor 
Street, are modern concrete with granite curbstones. 

Broadway is the only north-south street within the Historic District that is 
not paved with Belgian blocks. 

Broadway ~ i·rest Side 
Canal to Howard Street (Block 231) 

All of the original iron vat'tl t covers have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalks along this block are concrete with granite curbstones, with the 
exception of the southwest corner of Howard Street which is a granite slab sidewalk 
with incised curbs. 

Broadway: t 1est Side 
Howard to Grand Street (Block 231) 

All of the iron vault covers have been resurfaced or removed, 

Most of the sidewalks a long this block are concrete with granite curbstones, 
wi th three exceptions: 

#447 Sidewalk : Bluestone 

#455-457 Sidewalk: Bluestone with metal edge 

#459-461 Sidewalk· Concrete with concrete curb 

Broadway : East Side 
Howard to Grand Street (Block 232) 

All of the iron vault covers have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalks along this block are a mixture of materials~ 

#444 Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

#446-448 Sidewalk : Bluestone : there is a Shepherd's 
lamppost in f ront of #446 

#450 Sidewalk : Blues tone 

#452 Sidewalk : Granite slab with incised curb 

#454 Sidewalk · Granit e slab with incised curb 

#456 Sidewalk ; Concrete with granite curbstones 

#458 Sidewalk : Concrete with gr ani t e curbstones 

Broadway : ''·Test Side 
GrancCtoBroome Street (Block 474) 

All of the iron vault covers either have been resurf aced or removed . 

The sidewalks along this block are concrete with granite curbstones-
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Broadway : East Side 
Grand to Broome Street (Block 473) 

All the iron vault covers have been resurfaced or remove.cl. 

The sidewalks along this block are concrete ~ith granite curbstones, with 
two exceptions · 

#462-468 

#484 

Broadway: West Side 

Sidewalk : Granite 1:slabs . with incised curbs 

Sidewalk : Part 'is bluestone, curbstones are granite 

Broome to Spring Street (Block 484) 

All the iron vault covers either have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalks along this block are concr~te with granite curbstones, with the 
exception of : 

#511 

#513-519 

Broadway : East Side 

Sidewalk: Bluestone with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk : Granite slabs with incised curbs. N. B. 
There is a Shepherd's Staff lamppost in front of 
#5154 

Broome to Spring Street (Block 483) 

All the iron vault covers either have been resu~faced or removed . 

The sidewalks along this block are concrete w1th granite curbstones, with 
t he exception of : 

#510 Sidewalk : Granite slabs with incised curbs 

#512-516 Sidewalk : Gran1te slabs with incised curbs 

Broadway: West Side 
Spring to Prince- Street (Block 498) 

All the iron vault covers either have been resurfaced or removed. 
This block has a variety of sidewalk materials. 

#529-533 Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

#535 

#537-539 

#541 

#543 

#545 

#547 

Sidewalk : Bluestone along the resurfaced vault 
covers, but next to the street it is concrete with 
granite curbstones. 

Sidewalk : Granite slab with incised curb 

Sidewalk : Granite slab with incised curb 

Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk: Bluestone with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk : Bluestone with granite curbstones 
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#549-555 Sidewalk: Granite slabs with incised curbs near #549 
but concrete sidewalks at #555. 

#557 Sidewalk · Concrete with metal edge 

#561 Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

#565-567 Sidewalk · Concrete with granite curbstones 

Southwest corner of Prince Street : Sidewalk : Granite slab with inciSed curb 

Broadway: East Side 
Spring to Prince Street (Block 497) 

All of the ·iron vaiil t cov'ers either have been re surf aced or removed. 

There is a Shepherd's Staf f lamp11ost in front of #542. / 

The sidewalks along this block are concrete with granite curbstones, with two 
exceptions : 

#540 

#560-566 

Broadway : ~Vest Side 

Sidewalk: Grooved granite slabs with incised curbs ·; 

Sidewalk : For approximately 25 'feet from the south­
east corner of Prince Street, the sidewalk is gr anit• 
with incised .curbs, but for the rest of the property 
lt is concrete with granite curbstones 

Prince to 1\lest Houston Street (Block 512) 

All the iron vault covers have either been resurfaced or removed. 
' 

For approximately 30 feet from the northwest corner of Prince Street, the 
sidewalk is grani te with inci~ed curbs:. The rest of the block has concrete 
sidewalks with granite curbstones . · 

Broadway : East Side 
Princetc>EastHous.ton Street (Block 511) 

All of the iron vault covers have either been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalks along this block of Broadway are made of concrete with granite 
curbstones, with two exceptions · there is still some bluestone at the northeast 
corner of Prince Street , and there is a granite slab sidewalk with incised curbs 
in front of #600-602. 
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_BROOME STREET 

Most of the iron vault covers and I ight platforms have been removed or re­
surfaced. Some of the vaults may have been fi I led in when Broome Street was 
widened in 1929. 

Most of the sidewalks and curbs along Broome Street are granite but there 
are some that are concrete. There is very I ittle bluestone. 

Broome Street is one of the three east-west streets within the Historic 
District that is completely surfaced with asphalt. 

Broome Street: South Side 
Crosby to Broadway (Block 473) . 

The iron vault covers along this block have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalk is granite, concrete and some bluestone. 

#429-431 

#433 

#435 

#437-441 

Broome Street: North Side 
Crosby to Broadway (Block 483). 

Sidewalk: Concrete with granit curb­
stones. 

Sidewalk: Bluestone with gran te curb­
stones. 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curb­
stones. 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curb­
stones. Iron vault covers: Concrete 
now covers the vaults. 

The iron vault covers have been resurfaced. 

· The sidewalk along this block is a combination of concrete and bluestone. 

#432-436 

#438 

#440 

Broome Street: South Side 
Broadway to Mercer Street (Block 474). 

Sidewalk: Concrete with metal edgi ng 
along the parking lot. 

Sidewalk: Bluestone with granite curb­
stones. 

Sidewalk: _ Combination of_ bluestone a nd 
concrete with granite curbstones. 
Iron vault covers: Bluestone covers 
the vaults . 

The iron vault covers and I ight platforms have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalk along this block is concrete with granite curbstones. 
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Broome Street: North Side 
Broadway to Mercer Street (BI ock .484). 

Al I the iron vault covers have been resurfaced or .removed. 

The sidewalk along this block is concrete with granite curbstones. 

Broome Street: South Side 
Mercer to Greene Street {Block 474), 

There is the stem of a 19th-century iron lamppost at the southwest corner 
of Broome and Mercer Streets. 

The iron vault covers and I ight platforms along this block have been re­
surfaced or removed. 

The sidewalk is made up of granite. 

§453-455 

§457-459 

§461 

§463 

§465-467 

Broome Street: North Side 
Mercer to Greene Street (Block 485) 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstones. 
Iron vault cover·s: Original vault covers 
are now resurfaced but they did have 
circle I ights. 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstones. 
Iron vault covers: Originally had circle 
I ights surrou~ded with six raised metal 
studs. 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstones. 
Iron vault covers: Some circle I ights a r e 
st i I I vi s i b I e~ 

Sidewalk: Concrete, granite with granite 
curbstones. Iron vault covers: Covered 
with concrete. 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstones . 
Iron vault covers: Resurfaced with tar. 

The iron vault covers have been resurfaced. 

The sidewalk along this block is either granite or concrete. 

§454 

§456 

§458 

§460 

§462 

#464-468 
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Sidewalk: Granite slabs with inc ised curbs. 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstones . 

Sidewalk: Concrete with concrete curbs. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with granite cur bstones . 

Sidewalk: Concr ete with granite cur bstones . 
Iron vault cover s : None--the concrete 
s i devtalk i s the vault cover a nd it . has 
large c ircle I ights in it. 

Si dewa lk: Resurfaced with asphalt but 
there are gran ite curbstones. 



SH-Cl HD 

BROOME STREET (Cont'd.) 

Broome Street: South Side 
Greene to Wooster Street (Block 475). 

There is the stem of a cast-iron lamppost on the southeast corner of Greene 
and Broome streets. 

The iron vault covers along this block have been resurfaced. 

The sidewalk is granite with granite curbstones. 

#469-471 

#477-479 

Broome Street: North Side 
Greene to Wooster Street (Block 486). 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstones. 

Si dewalk: Granite with granite curbstones. 
Iron vault covers: #477 has a four-step 
entrance stoop, /1479 has a five-step stoop. 
They have circle I ights surrounded by six · 
raised metal stu'Cfs and are from "Excelsior 
Iron \iforks, Burnet & Jackson Co., 14th St. 
East River~ 14 

The iron vault covers a nd I ight platforms have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalk along this block is basically granite. 

#470 

#472-474 

#476-478 

#480 

#482 

Broome Street: South Side 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstones, 
Iron vault covers: Either removed or just 
resurfaced with cement. 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs with incised curbs. 
Iron vault covers: Resurfaced with metal 
sheets. 

Sidewalk: Gran ite with granite curbstones . 
Iron vau It covers : Resurfaced but i-t- ha d 
circle I ights surrounded by six raised 
meta l studs. 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstones. 
Iron vault covers: Either removed or re­
surfaced with cement. 

Sidewalk: Granite with gran it e curbstones . 
Iron vault covers: Resurfaced with tar. 

Wooster to West Broadway (Block 475). 

The iron vault covers have been removed or r esurfaced. 

The sidewalk with two excepti ons is concrete with granite curbstones. 

#483-487 

#489-493 

Sidewalk: Granite s labs with gran ite cur b­
st ones. 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstones. 
Iron vault covers : Resurfaced. 
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BROOME STREET (Cont'd.) 

Broome Street: North Side 
Wooster to West Broadway (Block 487). 

The iron vault covers along this block have been removed or resurfaced with 
cement. 

The sidewalk is granite with granite curbstone, 
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CANAL STREET 

Most of the iron vault covers and light .platforms that have not been r emoved 
have been resurfaced. 

Most of the sidewalks along the north side of Canal Street from Broadway to 
~'lest Broadway are concrete with granite curbstones. However, there are still soMe 
early bluestone and granite sidewalks. 

Canal Street is one of the three east-west streets within the Historic Di stri ci 
that is covered with asphalt. 

Canal Street : North Side 
Broadway to Mercer Street (Block 231) 

The iron vault covers have been resurfaced. 

The sidewalks are concrete with metal edging, with two exceptions: 

#305 

#307-311 

Canal Street : North Side 

Sidewalk : Granite slabs with concrete curbstones. 

Iron vault covers : Have circle lights surrounded by 
six metal studs ; they are by G. R. J ackson . 

Sidewalk : Granite and bluestone with concrete curbs. 

Iron vault covers : Resurfaced, but circle lights 
surrounded by six metal studs still visible . 

Mercer to Greene Street (Block 230) 

The iron vaul t covers have been resurfaceq or re~oved,with one exception . 

The sidei'lalk along this block is concre·te ·with metal · edging, with one excepti on·: 

#329-331 

Canal Street : North Side 

Sidewalk : SoMe bluestone with concrete curbs. 

Iron vault covers : There is a t wo-step light plat­
form with circle lights surrounded by 
six metal studs. 

Greene to Wooster Street (Block 229) 

The iron vault covers and light platforms that have not been removed have 
been resurfaced. 

The sidewalk along this block is concrete with metal edging1 with one 
exception : 

#343 

#351-357 

Sidewalk : Granite with concrete curb , 

Iron vault covers : The three-step light pl atform 
has been resurfaced. 

Iron vault covers '. There is a resurf aced three-step 
light platform • 
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CANAL STREET (Cont 1 d2_ 

Canal Street : North Side · · 
Wooster to West- Broadway-(Block 228) 

The iron vault covers and light platforMs have been resurfaced or r emoved. 

The sidewalk along this block is concrete with metal edging, with one 
exception. 

#365-367 

#371 

Iron vault cover: The three-step light platform 
has been resurfaced and cut at points to 
provide access to the basement. 

Sidewalk : Granite .. 
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CROSBY STREET 

The iron vault covers have either been removed or resurfaced with cement or tar . 
but there are still some vault steps. 

The roadway of Crosby Street is paved with Belgian blocks. 

With few exceptions , the sidewalks along Crosby Street are made of concrete 
and have concrete curbs with metal edges. 

Crosby Street : West Side Only In District 
Howard to Grand Street (Block 232) 

Iron vault covers still remain in front of the Crosby Street facade of #30 
Howard Street. 

The sidewalks along this block are concrete and the curbs are concrete with 
metal edges, with the exception of : 

#10-18 Sidewalk : Granite slabs with incised curbs 
Iron vault covers: New metal covers on the vaults ; 

the risers of the steps at #10 still have 
their glass lights. 

Crosby Street : West Side Only 
Grand to Broome Street (Block 473) 

The iron vault covers have either been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalks along this block are a combination of granite and concrete. 

The Crosby Street facade 
of #462-468 B'way 

#30-36 

#38 

#40 

The Crosby Street facade 
of #429 Broome Street 

Sidewalk : Granite slabs with incised curbs 

Sidewalk : Covered with tar and the curbs are con­
crete with metal edging. 

Sidewalk : Concrete and the curbs are concrete with 
metal edging . 

Sidewalk : Granite slabs with incised curbs 

Sidewalk : Concrete with concrete curbs that have 
metal edges. 

Iron vault covers : This building has open areaways 
in front of the basement windows. 

Crosby Street: ''Jest Side Only 
Broome to Spring Street ~~lock 483) 

The iron vault covers have either been re surf aced or removed .. 

The sidewalks along this block are concrete with concrete curbs that have 
metal edges with two exceptions ; 

#56-58 

#60-66 

Sidewalk : Granite slabs with incised curbs 

Iron vault covers : The risers of the stairs at #56 
have their original gl ass lights , 

Side'.valk · Granite slabs with incised curbs . 
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Crosby Street ~ West Side Only 
Spring to Prince Street (Block 497) 

The iron vault covers have either been resurfaced or removed . 

The sidewalks along this block are concrete with concrete curbs edged with met 
with some exceptions: 

#74-76 

#78 

#98-104 

Crosby Street: West Side Only 

Sidewalk : Granite slabs with incised curbs. 

Sidewalk : Granite slabs with incised curbs . 

Iron vault covers : The risers of the three stairs 
have their original glass lights. 

Sidewalk : Granite slabs with incised curbs. 

Iron vault covers : The risers of the loading plat­
form have their original glass light s 

Prince to East Houston Str eet (Block 511) 

The iron vault covers either have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalks alone this block are concrete with two exceptions ; 

#106-110 Sidewalk : Some bluestone with metal edge at the curb 

#134-136 Sidewalk : Granite slabs with metal edge. 
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GRAND STREET 

The iron vau It covers or I i ght p I atforrns have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalk is generally concrete with bluestone curbs. 

The roadway of Grand Street is pavEfo with Be·lgian blocks, except at the 
intersections. 

Grand Street: South Side 
West Broadway to Wooster Street (Block 228) 

#53 

The i ran .vau It cov~rs; if there were any, have been removed .. 

The sidewalk is concrete with b·luestone curb::: .• 

Iron vault covers: Bluestone covers the 
vau I ts. 

Grand Street : North Side 
West Broadway to Woos.~er Street (BI ock 4 75 

The iron vault covers that sti I I remain have been resurfaced. 

The sidewalk is concrete with bluestone curbs. 

1170 Iron vault covers: Resurfaced with asphalt. 

Grand Street: South Side 
Wooster to Greene Street (Block 229) 

The iron vau It covers have been re.surfaced or removed. 

The sidewalk is concrete with bluestone curbs. 

There is the stem of a 19th-century lamppost on the southwest corner of 
Grand and Greene Street~ 

Grand Street: North Side 
Wooster to Greene Street (Block 475) 

The iron vault covers and steps have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalk is concrete with bluestone curbs. However, it is granite a­
round #80-88. 

1172 

1174 

Grand Street: South Side 
Greene to Mercer Street (Block 230). 

Iron vault cover: Resurfaced with metal 
sheets. 

Iron vault covers: The three steps in 
front of the bui I ding have been resurfaced. 

The iron vault covers have been resurfaced. 

The sidewalk is mostly concrete with bluestone curbs, but there is some blue­
stone. 
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GRAND STREET (Cont'd.) 

1189 

1197-105 

Grand Street: North Side 
Greene to Mercer Street (Block 474) 

Iron vault cover: Has circle I ights sur­
rounded by six metal studs, possibly from 
B. & L. M. Corne I I Iron Works. 

Sidewalk: Concrete and bluestone with 
bluestone curbs. 
Iron vault covers: Originally had circle 
I ights surrounded by six raised metal 
studs. There is a granite band around 
the covers. 

The iron vault covers either. have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalk is concrete with bluestone curbs except at 11104 (bui I.ding at 
NWC of Mercer & Gr~nd) which has bfuestone & concrete sidewalk • 

. " 
There is the stem of a 19th-century lamppost on the northeast corner of 

Grand and Greene Street & the north west corner of Mercer & Grand Street. 

Grand Street: South Side 
Mercer to Broadway (Block 231) 

The iron street vaults and I ight platforms have been resurfaced. 

The sidewalk:concrete with bluestone curbs. 

There is the stem of a 19th-century iron lamppost on the southeast corner 
of Mercer and Grand Street. 

Grand Street: North Side 
Mercer to Broadway (Block 474) 

Because ot the parking lot, there are no vaults along this block.and the 
sidewalk is concrete with a concrete curb. 

Grand Street: South Side 
Broa dway to Crosby Street (Block 232). 

The iron vault cover s have been r emoved or r esurfaced. 

The sidewalk is concrete with bluestone curbs,but in some places t he side­
walk is resurfaced with tarpaper and asphalt. 

Grand Street: North Side 
Broa dway to Crosby Street (Block 473 ). 

The iron vault covem along this block may have been removed and the vaults 
resurfaced with concrete. 

The sidewa lk is granite s la bs with inc i sed curbs. 
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GREENE STREET 

Greene Street still retains a number of the original iron vault covers, light 
platforms and stoops. 

Many of the sidewalks are granite slabs with incised curbs. 

The roadway of Greene Street is paved with Belgian block except at the in­
tersections. 

Greene Street: :Vest Side 
Canal to Grand Street (Block 229) 

There are still some light platforms along this street. 

The sidewalks along this block are either concrete or granite. 

#7-13 

#15-17 

#19-21 

. #23-25 

#27 

#29 

#31 

#83-87 Grand; 
Greene facade 

Greene Street : East Side 

Sidewalk : Concrete with metal edging 

Sidewalk: Granite slab with incised curbs 

Iron vault covers : The original three-step light 
platform covered by new loading platform 

Sidewalk : Granite ·slab with incised curbs 

Iron Vault covers : New loading platform 

Sidewalk: Concrete with granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers : Removed and now concrete 

Sidewalk· Asphalt with granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers : Concrete loading platform 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs with incised curbs 

Iron vault covers : Covered by new loading platform 

Sidewalk : Granite slab with incised curbs 

Iron vault covers· New loading platform 

Sidewalk : Granite slab with incised curbs 

Iron vault cover : Orip,inal ; has circle lights sur­
rounded by six metal studs 

Canal to Grand-Street (Block 230) 

The sidewalk along this block is a combination of granite and bluestone. 

There are still some iron vault covers, light platforms and stoops but most 
have been resurfaced. 

#329·-331 Canal; 
Green facade 

Sidewalk ; Bluestone with incised curbs 

Iron vault covers ; Cover has circle liehts with six 
metal studs surrounding them. There is a 
five-step stoop at #6 with circle lights 
in hexagonal frames on the risers. 
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GREENE STREET (Cont'd) 

#8 

#10-12 

#14 

#16 

#18 

#20 

#22-26 

#28-30 

#32 & #34 

#36 (89 Grand) 

Sidewalk; Bluestone with granite curbs 

Iron vault covers : Metal loading plat.form 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstone 

Iron vault covers : The original five-step stoop and 
light platform converted into loading plat­
form. Each circle light on the risers has 
two vertical I-shaped incisions on each 
side. The name i 1s.B. Althause & Co. 101 

· & 103 Thompson St. > on vault covers. 

Sidewalk'. Granite with granite curbstone 

Iron vault covers: New loading platform covers ori­
ginal five-step stoop. Each circle light or 
on the risers has vertical I-shaped in­
cision on each side. The name 11Chr. Hafers , 
407 !~est 37 St." appears on cellar door 
this may not be for the original stoop. 

Sidewalk: Granite with incised curbs 

Iron vault covers : New loading platform 

Sidewalk : Granite with granite curbstone 

Iron vault covers: New loading platform 

Sidewalk : l3luestone with incised curbs 

Iron vault covers : Has a four-step light platform 
with circle lights and circle lights in 
hexagonal frames on the risers. The first 
three steps are now concrete . 

Sidewalk · · Sranite slabs with incised curbs. 

Iron vault covers: There is a three-step vault stco} 
with circle lights surrounded with six metal 
studs. Concrete covers bottom two steps. 

Sidewalk : Granite with incised curbs 

Iron vault covers : Half of the original ~ive -step 
stoop is now a loadin~ plat~orm . The li ~ht~ 

are circles surrounded by six metal st uds. 
The risers have circle lights with hexa­
gonal frames 

Sidewalk : r;ranite slabs with incised curbs 

Iron vault covers· CovereJ with new loading platfurrr. 

Sidewalk : liranite slabs with incised curbs 

Iron vault covers · There is a two-step stoop at 
#36 which has circle lights surrounded by 
six Metal stucls on the treads and circle 
liqhts in hexagonal frames on the risers. 
An iron cover with the same treatment as 
the treads at #36 runs along the facade . 
The nane "B. & L. 11 . Cornell Ir on 11,Jorks ;, 
appears on the vault cover. 

- 205 -



SH-CI HD 

GREENE STREET (~o!1_t_~_?l_ 

Greene Street: !'Jest Side 
Grand to Broome Street (Block 475) 

The sidewalks alone this block are granite, bluestone and concrete. 

The original iron vault covers and light platforms have been resurfaced or 
removed. However, a number of buildings still have their or original iron entrance 
steus. 

The traffic light on the southwest corner is mounted on the stem of a 19th­
century iron lamppost. 

#33-35 

#37-,43 

#45 

#47-49 

#51 

#53 

Greene Street : East Side 

Sidewalk : Granite slabs with incised curbs 

Iron vault covers : Removed 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs with incised curbs. The sidewalk 
in front of #43 is concrete with granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers: 0riginal covers removed, three iron 
steps remain with circle lights surrounded by six 
raised metal studs on the tread and circle lights in 
hexagonal frames on the risers. 

Sidewalk : Granite slabs with granite curbstones and with 
incised curbs 

Iron vault covers : Original cover removed but three iron 
steps reP'\ain with circle lights surrounded by six 
raised metal studs on the treads and circle lights in 
hexagonal frames on the risers 

Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers : There is a new loading platform at 
#47 and the original lip;ht platform at #49 has been 
removed 

Sidewalk : Bluestone with granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers · Partially resurfaced but it did have 
circle lights surrounded by six raised metal studs 

Sidewalk: Buestone with granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers · Light platform replaced by gr anite 
slabs and covered with asphalt 

Grand to Broome Street-(Block 474) 

All the iron vault covers and light platforms have been resurfaced or r emoved . 

The sid~walks along this block are a combination of granite with granite 
curbstones and concrete with granite curbstones. 

There is the stem of a 19th-century lamppost now used for a traffic signal at 
the southeast corner of Broome and Greene Street . 

Greene Street: West Side 
Broome to Spring Street -(Biock 486) 

Most of the iron vault covers, light platforms and stoops have been resurf aced ; 
removed ·or converted into loading platforms. 
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GREENE STREET (~ont 'd) 

The sidewalk along this block is basically granite slabs with incised curbs 
but there are some exceptions. 

#4 70 Bro0111e; 
Greene facade 

#57-63 

#75 

#77 

#79 

#81 

#33-85 

Greene Street : East Side 

Sidewalk: Granite slab with granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers: The original covers have been resurfaced 
but they had circle lights surrounded by six raised 
metal studs. They may be from the Cornell Iron Works. 

Iron vault covers: Resurfaced but original had circle 
lights surrounded by six raised metal studs. The 
name ncornell Ir on 1'!orks \ appears on the edge of 
covers. 

Sidewalk: Bluestone with granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers: ~esurfaced but had circle li~hts with 
six raised metal studs surrounding them 

Sidewalk: Concrete with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk: Bluestone with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk; Bluestone with incised curbs 

Broome to Spring Street(Block 485) 

All the iron vault covers , light platforms and stoops have been resurfaced, 
removed or covered with loading platforms. 

The sidewalk is generally eranite slab with incised curbs but there are three 
exceptions. 

There is a Shepherd ~ s Staff lamppost at #62. 

#70 Sidewalk; Concrete with granite curbstones 

#72-76 Sidewalk: Granite slabs with granite curbstones 

#78 Sidewalk= Concrete with granite curbstones 

Grf\ene Street : l'!est Side 
Spring to Prince ~street (Block 500) 

The iron vault covers, light platforms and stoops have been resurfaced or 
removed. 

The sidewalks are combination of materials. 

#87-~9 

#91 

#93-99 

Sidewalk:- Bluestone with concrete curbs 

Iron vault covers: Light platform has circle lights with 
six raised metal studs surrounding them. The name 
; 'Jacob Mark" appears on the light covers and the name 
'"G. Vreeland, 1356 B'way ~; appears on the metal banding. 

Sidewalk: Bluestone with concrete curbs 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstone at #93-97, and 
granite with incised curbs at #99 



SH-CI HD 

SR.EENE STREET· (Cont'd) 

Iron vault covers: Resurfaced 

#101 Sidewalk: Concrete graded for garage 

#103-105 Sidewalk~ Bluestone with granite curbstones 
. ~ . .. . .. : 

. ' #107-111 : 

#113 

#115 .to corner 

Greene Street : East Side 

Iron vault covers · Resurfaced but the name nGalls, Mark 
& Co. :: is visible . 

Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs with incised curbs 

Sidewalk'. Concrete with granite curbstones 

Spring to Prince Street (Block 499) 

.;,1ost of the iron vault covers and lieht platforms have been resurfaced. 

A variety of materials is used for the sidewalk along this block. 

#90 

#96 to #102 

#104-110 

#112 

#114-120 

#122 

Greene Street: West Side 

Sidewalk · Bluestone with incised curbs 

Iron vault covers: It has circle lights surrounded by 
six raised metal studs. r.Patented Nov. 12, 184511 

appears on the edge of the vault cover. 

Sidewalk: Bluestone with incised curbs and with granite 
curbstones. 

Iron vault covers : The light platforms and stoops have 
been resurfaced or covered by modern loading platforms 

Sidewalk: Concrete with concrete curbs 

Sidewalk : Granite with incised curbs 

Sidewalk Granite with incised curbs 

Iron vault covers : Four-step iron stoop with circle lights 
but the vault covers have been resurfaced 

Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

Prince toJ.<test Houston Street (Block 514) 

The iron vault covers have been resurf aced or covered by new loading pl atforms 

Most of the sidewalks along this block are granite with incised curbs but 
there are some exceptions. 

#127 Sidewalk : Granite with granite curbstones 

#129-131 Sidewalk : Concrete with metal edging 

#139 Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

#141 Sidewalk: Concrete with granite curbstones 
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GREE~E _ STREET (Cont'd) 

Greene Street: East Side 
Prince to !'Jest Houston Street (Block 513) 

11ost of the iron vault covers and light platforms have been resurfaced. 

'''ith the exception of #130, the sidewalks are either granite slabs with in­
cised curbs or they are concrete with granite curbstones. 

#124-128 

#130 

#132-140 

#142-144 

#146 

#148-150 

#152 

Sidewalk :. Concrete with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers : Resurfaced but "Architectural Iron 
Works" appears on the edge of the covers. 

Sidewalk : Granite with incised curbs. 

Sidewalk: Granite with incised curbs 

Iron vault covers · 0ri~inally the covers had circle 
lights surrounded by six metal studs and a band 
of fuluestone edging the covers. Now resurfaced and 
partially removed. 

Sidewalk · Concrete with granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers : Light platform has circle lights 
surrounded by six metal studs. The name 11S. B. 
Al thause & Co. 11 is on the edge of the covers and 
.:Galls. & Mark 11 is on the edge of the light platform. 
There is also a bluestone band around the entire plat­
form. 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs tvi th incised curbs. 

Iron vaul t covers: Resurfaced but originally had circle 
lights surrounded by six metal lozenges 

Sidewalk: Concrete with granite curbstones 

- 209-



SH-Cl HD 

EAST P..ND WEST HOUSTON STREET 
South Side Only 
Crosby Street to West Broadway (Blocks 51 I, 512, 513, 514, 515) 

When Houston Street was widened in 1963, a 11 the orig i na I i.ron vau It covers, 
I ight platforms, iron stairs, sidewalks and buildings were removed. The side­
walks are now concrete with metal edging. 

Houston Street is one of :the three east-west streets within the Historic 
District that rs ' covered with asphalt. 

HOWARD STREET 
, ; . 

A number of the buildings on the section of Howard Street that is in the 
Historic District stil I have their origina .I iron vault covers and light platforms. 
The earliest example of an iron vault cover - - which is by the inventor of them, 
Thaddeus Hyatt~-is the one in front of the Howard Street facade of the Arnold 
Contab I e & Co • . store. ·.' 

M~st of the sidewalks are modern ~oncrete with metal edging. 

The roadway of Howard Street is paved with Belgian blocks except at the 
intersection of Broadway. 

Howard Street: North Side Only 
Crosby to Broadway (Block 232) . 

Two bui !dings have original iron vault covers. 

The sidewalk is concrete with metal edging~with one exception. 

#30-32 

!:J.oward Street: North Si de 
Broadway to Mercer Street (Block 231). 

Iron vault cover: The name "Excelsior 
Iron Works" appears on the steps and the 
name "G. R. Jackson, Burnet & Co. 11 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs with inc ised 
curbs. 

Ther e is only one building with an iron I ight platform; al I t he other va ul t 
covers have been removed. 

The sidewalk in concrete with metal edging,with one exception. 

#48 

#50-52 
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Iron vault cover: Origina l three-st ep 
I ight platform that has c irc le I ights 
set in r a ised meta l c irc les . The name 
"S. B. Althause & Sons, Houston cor. 
Greene" is on the edge. 

Sidewalk: Granite sl a b with inc i sed 
curbs. 
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HOWARD STREET (Cont'd.) 

Howard Street: South Side 
Broadway to Mercer Street (Block 231) 

Al I the buildings along this side of Howard Street have their original iron 
vau It covers. 

The sidewalk is either granite slabs with incised curbs or concrete with 
metal edging. 

§43-45 

§47 

§49-53 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs with incised 
curbs. 
Iron vault covers: Original two-step 
I ight platform but it has been resurfaced. 

Sidewalk: concrete with meta l edg ing . 
Iron vault covers: Original, has circ le 
I ights surrounded by six raised metal 
studs with the name "Jacobs" on the edge . 

Sidewalk: Concrete with metal edging. 
Iron vault cover: Original, c ircle I ight;, 
set in incised metal diamonds. "T. Hyatt , 
120 \tJ. B' way" on edge. 
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MERCER STREET 

~'lost of the iron vault covers , light platforms an<l stoops have been resurfaced 
or removed. 

The sidewalks along Mercer Street, between Canal :and ''fest Houston Street, are 
mostly concrete with a large number of granite side1valks still surviving. 

The roadway of Mercer Street is paved with Belgian blo.cks except at the in­
tersections. 

Mercer Street: West Side 
Canal to Grand Street (Block · 23.0) 

The iron vault covers, light platforms and stoops have been resurfaced or 
removed. 

Th~ sidewalk is .' made up of concrete and granite. 

#313 Canal Street] 
percer .St:reet facade 

#1-3 

#5-7 

#9-13 

#15-17 

#19 

#21-25 

#27 

#29 

#31-35 

Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones . 

Sidewalk: Concrete with granite curbstones. 

Sidewalk : Granite slabs with incised curbs 

Iron vault covers: Original two-step light platform re­
surfaced. ;'Patented ~Jov. 12, 1845:: on the edge of 
the platform. 

Sidewalk : Granite with incised curbs 

Iron vault covers : Covered by a new loading platform . 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstones. 

Iron vault covers : Covered by a new loading platform 

Sidewalk : Granite with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk: Concrete with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers · Covered, and new loading platform. 

Sidewalk : Part bluestone with granite curbstones ; part 
concrete with granite curbstones. 

Iron vault covers: Light platform cut in parts and re­
surfaced. 
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MERCER STREET (Cont'd) 

Mercer Street : East Side 
Canal to Howard Street (Block 231) 

This short block is occupied by the Arnold Constable & Co. store. The side­
walks are concrete with granite curbstones. The tops of the basement windows are 
still visible, but the areaway in front of them has been filled in. If there were 
iron vault covers , they have been removed. 

'forcer Street : East Side 
Howard to Grand Street (Block 231) 

All the iron vault covers , stoops and light platforms have been resurfaced 
or removed. 

The sidewalks along · this block are either concrete t'lith granite curbstones or 
concrete with metal edging , with two exceptions . 

• '"i 

#24 

#26 

#28-30 . 

Mercer Street: l'Jest Side 

Iron street vault covers : Most of the original seven­
step vault stoop has been removed, but the central 
section still has circle lights in hexagonal frames. 

Sidewalk: A combination of bluestone and concrete with 
granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers: Light stoop and platform replaced 
with modern loading platform. 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstones 

Grand · to Broome Street(Block 474) 

The iron vault covers, stoops and light platforms have been resurfaced or 
removed . 

The sidewalk along this block is either concrete with granite curbstones or 
granite with incised curbs ,·:or granite curbstones . 

There is the stem of an early cast-iron street lamp at the southwest corner 
of Broome· and Mercer Streets. 

#37 

#41 

#43 

#45 

#47-49 

#51 

#53 

#SS 

#57-59 

Sidewalk: Concrete with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk: Concrete with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstones and incised 
curbs 

Iron vault covers: Original covers 

Sidewalk: Concrete with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk · Concrete with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk : Granite with granite curbstones !'.l.no ld t.h in­

cised curbs 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstones and with in­
cised curbs 
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MERCER STREET · (Cont'd) 

Mercer Street: East Side 
Grand to Broome Street (Block 474) 

The iron street vault covers, light platforms and stoops have been resurfaced 
or removed . 

The sidewalks along this block are a combination of concrete and granite. 

#34-42 

#44 

#46-48 

#50-52 

#54 

#56-58 

#60 

Mercer Street : West Side 

Sidewalk : Granite with granite curbstones and granite 
slabs with incised curbs . 

Sidewalk : Concrete with metal edge at the street 

Iron street vault cover : Most of the original light 
platform and stoop has been cut away and the remainde 
has been resurfaced. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers: Removed and replaced by new loading 
plat~orm. 

Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstones. 

Iron vault covers: One three-step vault stoop, with 
lights, remains. 11L. R. Case~is on edge of the 
step. 

Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk : Granite slabs with incised curbs and granite 
with granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers : Resurfaced 

Sidewalk ; Concrete with granite curbstones 

Broome to- Spring Sfreet(l3lock 485) 

All the iron vault covers , stoops and light platforms have been removed or 
resurfaced. 

The sidewalk .along this block is a combination of bluestone, granite and 
concrete. 

#65-67 

#69 

#71 

#73-77 

#79 

#81 

#83 

Sidewalk : Granite slab with incised curbs and granite 
with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk; Bluestone with incised curbs 

Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk : Granite slabs with incised curbs and granit e 
with granite curbstones . 

Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones . 

Sidewalk : Granite with granite curbstones 
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MERCER STREET (Cont'd) 

#85-87 Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

lt39 Sidewalk : Granite slab with incised curbs 

#91-93 Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

#95..:99 Sidewalk : Concrete with metal edging 

Mercer Street: East Side 
Broome to Spring Street (Block 484) 

The iron vault covers have been resurfaced or removed. 

1:Jith two exceptions, the sidewalk along this block is concrete with granite 
curbstones. 

#74-82 

#84-94 

#96-93 

Mercer Street : i\Test Side 

Iron vault covers· Resurfaced, but original eight-step 
vault stoop with lights in some of the risers remain 
at #78, #80 and #82. 

Sidewalk : 3luestone with granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers: Original vault covers resurfaced , 
but the name of 1iTi ge & Jacobson 71 Centre Street' " 
appears on exposed portion. 

Sidewalk : Concrete with metal ed~ing 

Iron vault covers : \!Brooklyn Light Vault Co. i; appears 
on the border of the vault covers. 

Spring to Prince Street (Block 499) 

The iron vault covers , light platforms and stoops have been resurfaced or 
removed. 

The sidewalks along this block are granite, concrete or bluestone. 

From the northwest 
corner to #107. 

#107 

#109 

#111 

#113-115 

#117 - 119 

ff l21 

Sidewalk · Concrete with granite curbstones 

Sidewalk: Bluestone 

Sidewalk : Concrete with graded curbs for parking lot 

Sidewalk : Granite with granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers : Parts removed, the remainder has been 
resurfaced, but lights are still visible on the risers 
of the entrance step. 

Sidewalk : Granite with granite curbstones at #113 , con­
crete with granite curbstones at #115 

Iron vault covers : Light platform resurfaced , but light s 
still in risers 

Sidewalk '. Granite 

Sidewalk · Granite 
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SH-CI HD 

~ 1ERCER STREET (Cont'd) 

#121 Iron vault covers : Resurfaced but lights still visible 
on the treads and risers. 

#123-125 Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

#127-131 Sidewa lk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

#133 Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

#137 Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

Mercer Street : East Side 
Spring to Prince Street (Block 498) 

The iron vault covers , ligh~ platforms and stoops have been resurfaced or 
removed. 

The sidewalks alonz this block are granite slabs with incised curbs or with 
granite curbstones, except in four places. 

#ll2 

#114 

#118 

#128 

#132 

l'1ercer Street : Nest Side 

Iron vault covers : Part of a ten-step vault stoop with 
lights in hexagonal frames on the risers 
s t ill remains ; the street vault has been resurfaced 
but the name 11L. R. Case 11 is st ill visible on the 
edge. 

Sidewalk : Bluestone 

Sidewalk · Concrete with granite curbstones 

Iron street vault covers : Some of an eight-step vault 
stoop still remains. 

Sidewalk : Concrete 

Sidewalk: Concrete with some granite curbstones 

Pi-Tnce to l'!est Houston S-treet (Block 513) 

The iron vault covers , light platforms and stoops have been resurfaced or 
removed. 

The sidewalks along this block are concrete with metal edging, except at two 
places. 

From t he northwest cor­
ner of Prince Street to 
ltl47 

#153 

#155-157 

#159 

Sidewalk : Granite slabs with incised curbs 

Iron vault covers : Light platform resurfaced 

Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers : Light platform resurfaced and cut in 
places 
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~ 1ERCE'Q STREET (C_opt ~-)-

Mercer Street: East Side 
Prince to l'!est Houston Street (Block 512) 

All the iron vault covers, stoops and light platforms have been replaced or 
resurfaced. 

The sidewalk along this block is concrete with the exception O·f #142-1461 

which is granite slabs with incised curbs. 

There is a Shepherd's Staff lamppost in front of #148-152. 
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PRINCE STREET 

The iron vault covers, light platforms and iron stairs along Prince Street 
have been resurfaced or removed. 

The s i dewa I ks are genera f I y ·concrete with gran i 1-e curbstones, but ther.e are a 
number of granite slabs with incised cur bs sti I I remaining. 

The roadway of Prince Street is paved with Belgian blocks except at the 
intersect ions. 

Prince Street: South Side 
Crosby to Broadway (Block 497) . 

Al I the iron vault covers have been tarred over. 

The sidewalk is granite slabs with incised curbs. 

Prince Street: North Side 
Crosby to Broadway (Block 51 I). 

If there were iron vault covers, they have been removed or resurfaced. 

The sidewalk along this block is bluestone with incised curb~with the 
exception of approximately forty feet east of the northeast corner of Broadway 
which is concrete with granite curbstones. 

Prince Street: South Side 
Broadway to Mercer Street (Block 498) 

The iron vault covers have been removed or resurfaced. 

The sidewalk is concrete with granite curbs from the southwest corner of 
Broadway to #88 1 where it is blue stone with granite curbstones to the southeast 
corner of Mercer Street. 

Prince Street: North Side 
Broadway to Mercer Street (Block 512). 

The handsome iron vault covers along this block are circle I ights surrounded 
by six raised metal studs. They are a single unit that extends along the bui I ding 
that occupies the block from Broadway to Mercer Street. 

The sidewalk along this block is granite slabs with incised -curbs. 

Prince Street: South Side 
Mercer to Greene Street (Block 499). 

The iron vault covers along this block have been resurfaced. 

The sidewalk is either granite slabs with incised curbs or concrete with 
granite curbstones. 

#94 

1196 tol/100 

1/102-104 

11106 to southeast corner of Greene 

Sidewalk: Concrete with granite curbstones. 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs with incised curbs 
Iron vault covers: Resurfaced 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs with incised curbs 

Sidewalk: Concrete with granite curbstones 
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PRINCE STR~ET (Cont'd.) 

Prince Street: North Side 
Mercer to Greene Street (Block 513) , 

The iron vault covers have been resurfaced. 

The sidewalk is concrete with granite curbstones. There is one exception. 

#99 

Prince Street: South Side 
Greene to Wooster Street (Block 500). 

Sidewalk: Granite with incised curbs _ 
Iron vault covers: Covered with metal 
sheets. 

The iron vault covers have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalk is concrete with granite curbstones,with one exception. 

#114 

Prince Street: North Side 
Greene to Wooster Street (Block 514). 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs with incised 
curbs. 

Al I the iron vault covers have been resurfaced. 

The sidewalk is either granite slabs with incised curbs or concrete with 
granite curbstones. 

#109-111 

#113 to #121 

#123 to northeast corner of Wooster 

Prince Street: South Side 
Wooster to West Broadway (Block 501) 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs with incised curbs. 
Iron vault covers: The covers in front of 
§109 have been resurfaced with tar and 
cement. 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs with incised curbs. 
Iron vault covers: Resurfaced . 

Sidewalk: Concrete with granite curbstones 
Iron vault covers: Resurfaced 

There are no iron vault covers along this block. 

The sidewalk with the exception of a few feet in front of #130-132 is concrete, 
with metal edging. 

Prince Street: North Side 
Wooster to West Broadway (Block 515) . 

The iron vault covers have been resurfaced,with one exception. 

#131 

The sidewalk is concrete with metal edging; with one exception. 

Iron vault cover: Resurfaced but originally 
had smal I circle I ights in diamond-shape 
metal frames. The name "Simon & Moerbfe ld 
(?), 148 Ave. D" is partially visible_. on 
the cover. 
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PRINCE STREET (Cont'd.) 

#141 Sidewalk: Granite slabs with incised 
curbs . 
Iron vault cover: Two-step iron I ight 
platform with circle I ights surrounded 
by six raised meta I' studs. "Jacob Mark, 
7 Worth" is on edge of covers. 
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SPRING STREET 

!Vi th few exceptions the iron vault covers and light platforms have been removec 
or resurfaced. 

The sidewalks are generally co.ncrete with either metal edging or stone curbs, 
but there is still some granite,particularly between Mercer and Greene Streets. , 

The roadway of Spring Street is paved with Belgian blocks except at the 
intersections. 

Sµring Street : South Side 
Crosby to . Braodway (Block 483) · 

All the iron vault covers have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalks are concrete with metal edging. 

Spring Street: North Side 
Crosby.to Broadway- (Block 497) 

All the iron vault covers have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalks are concrete with metal edging. 

Spring Street: South Side 
Broadway to Mercer Street (Block 484) 

All the iron vault covers have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalks are concrete with bluestone curbs. 

Spring Street : North Side 
Broadway to Mercer Street (Block 493) 

The iron vault covers have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalk is concrete with granite curbstones. 

#101 Sidewalk : Granite slabs with granite curbstones . 

Spring Street : South Side 
Mercer to Greene Street-TB!ock 4~?) 

The iron vault covers have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalk is either granite or concrete. 

#106-112 

#114-116 

#118 

#120 

Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones 

Iron vault covers: Originally had circle lights surrounde~ 
with six-metal lozenges. 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs with incised curbs, but it is 
tarred over. 

Sidewalk: Granite with incised curbs. 

Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones. 
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SPRING STREET (Cont'd) 

#122-124 

Spring Street: North Side 

Sidewalk : Granite slabs with incised curbs. 

Iron vault covers : nriginally had circle lights surrounde 
by six raised metal studs. 

j1ercer to Greene St1·eet (Block 499) 

All the iron vault covers have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalk is made up of a variety of materials. 

#109-111 Sidewalk: Bluestone with granite curbstones. 

#113 Sidewalk : Granite slabs with incised curbs. 

#115-117 Sidewalk : Granite with granite curbstones. 

#119 Sidewalk: Granite with granite curbstones .. 

#121 Sidewalk : Concrete with granite curbstones. 

Spring Street : South Side 
GTeene to lVooster Street (Block 486) 

The iron vault covers have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalk is bluestone with granite curbstones from the southwest cor ner 
of Greene Street to t/134 ; from #134 to the southeast corner of Wooster Street t he 
sidewalk is concrete with granite curbstones. 

Spring Street: North Side 
Greene to \'Jooster Street (Block 500) 

#127 

The iron vault covers have been resurfaced .. 

The sidewalk is concrete with granite curbstones, with one exception. 

Iron vault covers : Originally had circle lights surroundE 
by six raised metal studs. 

lf139-1 4 1 Sidewalk : Covered by asphalt, granite curbstones. 

Spring Street : South Side 
Wooster to l'!est Broadway (Block 487) 

There are no iron vault covers. 

The sidewalk is concrete with bluestone curbs. 
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SPRING STREET (Cont 1 d)_ 

Spring Street : North Side 
VJooster to ll!est Broadway(Block 501) 

#147 

#149 

The iron vault covers have been removed or resurfaced. 

The sidewalk is concrete with bluestone curbs. 

Iron vault covers: Resurfaced,but had circle lights with 
six raised metal studs surrounding them. The name 
11G. R. Jackson, Burnet & Co., 14 St. East River," 
is visible on the edge of the entrance step - they 
may have done the vault covers. 

Iron vault covers : The name 11Jacob Markn can still be 
still be seen on the edge. 
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NEST BROADWAY 

Most of the remaining light platforms along l'Jest Broadway have been resurfaced 
or covered with new loading platforms. 

The sidewalks are usually concrete with granite curbstones. 

The roadway along Hest Broadway is paved wi.th Belgian blocks. 

~"fest Broadway: East Side Only 
Canal to Grand Street (Block 228) 

The only iron vault covers along this block are in front of #307-309 and on th 
lJest Broadway facade of #53 Grand Street. Those in front of #307-309 have been 
resurfaced with asphalt and those at #53 Grand are covered with bluestone slabs. 

The sidewalk is concrete with granite curbstones with the except i on of 
#307-309 ~which is granite slabs with incised curbs. 

l'.'est Braodway: East Side Only 
Grand to Broome Street (Block 475) 

There are two iron stoops with lights that have been resurfaced. 

The sidewalk is concrete with granite curbstones. 

#351-353 Iron vault covers : The five-step vault stoop and light 
platform which originally had circle lights surround0d 
by six raised metal studs on the treads and circle 
lights in hexagonal metal frames on the risers, has 
been covered by a loading plat f orm. 

#359 Iron vault covers: There is a resurfaced six-step iron 
stoop. 

Hest Broadway : East Side Only 
Broome to Spring Street--( Block 487) 

#367 

The iron vault covers and light platforms have been resurfaced. 

The sidewalk is concrete ~'1i th granite curbstones. 

Iron vault covers : Resurfaced with cement,but t he or i g:i.n2 
granite banding around the covers i s st i l l t here . 

#383-385 Iron vault covers : The original five-step light pl atform 
is still there . 

#391 Iron vault covers: Resurfaced. 

West Broadway : East Side Only 
Spring -To--Pifi1ce -Street (Block 501) 

The iron vault covers and light platfor ms have been r esurfaced or r emoved. 

With two exceptions , the sidewa lk is concret e wi th gr anite curbstones. 

#407-409 Iron vault covers : npen areaway 

#419 Sidewa l k : Granite with i ncised cur bs. 
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NEST BR0ADHAY (Cont'd) 

#431 

#433 

Sidewalk : Some blueston~but is mostly concrete with 
granite curbstone.s . . 

Iron vault cover· New loading platform covers the old 
light platform which has circle lights surrounded with 
six metal studs. i:case, 5 Worth: 1 is visible on edge. 

Sidewalk : Granite with incised curbs. 

!'fest Broadway: Eas~ Sid~ OJ!.lY 
Prince to West Houston Street (Block 515) 

All the iron vault covers and light platforms have been resurfaced. 

The sidewalk is concrete with granite curbstones,with two exceptions . 

. #445-449 

#451 

#465-469 

#471 

#473 

Iron vault covers : Open areaway 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs with incised curbstones. 

Iron vault cover: Resurfaced light platform. 

Iron vault cover$ : Circle lights surrounded with six 
raised metal studs from 11S. B. Althause & Co., 101 & 
103 Thompson St. H Granite banding around covers. 

Iron vault covers : Large circle lights surrounded by 
six metal studs. 

Sidewalk : Bit of bluestone. 
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WOOSTER STREET 

The iron vault covers, I ight platforms and stoops either have been resurfaced , 
removed or have had loading platforms bui It over them. 

Most ·of the sidewalks along Wooster Street are concrete and have concrete 
curbs with metal edges along the street, but there are many instances where the 
sidewalk is granite slabs. Bluestone is a common material for the curbs. 

The roadway of Wooster Street is paved with Belgian blotks,except at the 
intersections. 

Wooster Street: West Side 
Canal to Grand Street (Block 228). 

There are no vault covers. 

The sidewalks along this block are concrete with either metal edges at the 
street or bluestone curbs •. 

Wooster Street: East Side 
Canal to Grand Street (Block ,229) . 

Some of the bui I dings sti.I I have iron vault stoops, I ight platforms and 
street vault covers, although they have been resurfaced. 

" The sidewalks along this block are concrete with a variety of curbs. 

112-4 . 

f/6-10 

§1 6 

#18 - #22 

#24-26 

§28-30 

Sidewalk: Concrete with a concrete curb 
edged with metal 
Iron vau It covers: Sti 11 has Ii ght p I at­
form although altered and resurfaced. 
The treads and risers have their original 
lights. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with bluestone curb 

Sidewalk: Concrete with metal edging 
Iron vault covers: There is a five- step 
vault stoop with I ights on the treads 
and risers. 

Sidewalk: Concrete, no curb 

Sidewalk: Concrete with concrete curb 
Iron vault covers: Resurfaced with a 
foot wide band of bluestone around the 
covers. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with concrete curb 
Iron vault covers: There is a four-step 
vault stoop with I ights and a foot wide 
band of bluestone framing the covers. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with concrete curb 
Iron vault cover: There is an open area­
way where the vaults should be, with a 
foot wide band of bluestone around it. 
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WOOSTER STREET (Cont'd.) 

Wooster Street: West Side 
Grand to Broome Street (Block 475) 

Most of the iron vault covers, I ight platforms, and stoops have been altered 
into loading platforms or resurfaced. 

The sidewalk along this block is composed of a variety of materials. 

112.9 

§31 

1135-37 

1139-· 

1141 

§43..,.45 

#47-49 

//5 1 

//53 

//55 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs with . incised curb ~ 
Iron vault covers: Resurfaced with t ar 
and metal sheets. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with concrete curbs 
partially edged with metal 

Sidewalk: Concrete with metal edge at 
the street 
Iron vault covers: Loading platform in­
stead of iron vault stoop. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with bluestone curb 
and bluestone sidewalk with gra~i te curb­
stones 
Iron vault covers: Vault stoop replaced 
by woodan p I atforrn. There is a bracket 
arm of an iron lamppost attached to 
northern end of bui I ding. 

Sidewalk: Bluestone with .concrete curb 
with a metal edge 
Iron vau It covers: A woode.n loading p I at­
form covers or replaces original vault 

covers. 
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Si . 'ewa I k: Concrete with some b I uestone 
curbing. At 1145, the s·idewalk is blue­
stone with bluestone curbs. 
Iron vault covers: //43 has concrete load­
i ng platform; //45 has a three- step ir on 
vault stoop with lights. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with bluestor:0 cur bs 

Si dewa I k: Concrete with b I uestone cur ~•s 

Iron vault covers: Now has a five-step 
brick and concrete stoop. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with bluestone curb 
Iron vault covers: Cinder bl ock load ing 
platform. 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs with inc i sed 
curbs 
Iron vault covers: Iron steps r c? laced 
with cement steps . 
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vJOOSTER STREET (Cont Id. ) 

Wooster Street: East Side 
Grand to Broome Street (Block 475) 

The iron vault covers, stoops and light platforms have been replaced or re­
moved. 

The sidewalks along this block are either concrete with bluestone curbs or 
granite slabs with incised curbs. 

1136-38 

1140 

1142-44 

1146-50 

#52 

Wooster Street: West Side 
Broome to Spring Street (Block 487) 

Sidewalk: Granite slab with incised curbs 
Iron vau!t covers: There are remnants of 
the original I ight platform near the 
northeast corner of Grand, the rest has 
been replaced. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with bluestone curb 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs with graded curbs 
Iron vault covers: Entrance at 1142 has 
part of original eight-step vault stoop 
with I ights. The rest has been replaced _ 
with a loading platform and concrete stoop 

Sidewalk: Concrete with bluestone curbs 
Iron vault covers: Vault steps replaced 

and resurfaced, new loading platform added. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with bluestone curbs 

Three bui I dings have remnants of their original iron vault covers; the 
others have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalks along this block, with one exception, are concrete with b!ue­
stone curbs. 

1159 

/161-63; 65-67 

1/69-71 

1183-85 

Sidewalk: Granite slab with incised curb 

Iron vault covers: Light platform cut at 
one place for access to basement, the 
remainder is covered by a loading plat­
form. Original circle I ights sti I I 
visible on the tread and circle I ights 
in hexagonal frames on the risers. 

Iron vault covers: New loading platform. 

Iron vault covers: Light platform covered 
with loading platform which has I ights. 
The I ights in the risers are circles in 
hexagonal frames. 
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WOOSTER-- STREET (Cont' d. ) 

Wooster Street: East Side 
Broome to Spring Stre~t (Block 486). 

The iron vault covers either have been resurfaced or removed. There is a 
resurfaced tour-step vault stoop at 1162 and a resurfaced light platform at 1174. 
Instead of iron vaults covers, 1190 has an open areaway in front of its basement 
windows. 

The sidewalk along this block is made up of a number of materials. 

1160 

1162 

#64-68 

1170-72 

1174 

1176 

1180-82 

§84-88 

1190 

Wooster Street : West Side 
Spring to Prince Street (Block 501) 

Sidewalk: Granite slab with incised curbs 
Iron vault covers: Resurfaced, but circle 
lights still visible. 

Sidewalk: Granite slab with incised curbs 
Iron vault covers: Resurfaced, but circle 
I ights in hexagonal frames sti I I visible. 

Sidewalk: Cement with bluestone curb 

Sidewalk: Granite slab with incised curbs 
Iron vault covers: Resurfaced, but large 
circle I ights sti I I visible. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with a metal edge at 
the curb . 
Iron vault covers: Light platform resur­
faced. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with metal edge at 
the curb 
Iron vault covers: Wood and met a l loading 
platform covers the street vault. 

Sidewalk: Concrete, no curb 
Iron vault covers: Resurfaced but large 
circle I ights sti 1 I visible. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with bluestone curb 

Sidewalk: Southern half is bluestone with 
granite curbstones; the rest is concrete 
with a metal edge at the curb. 

The bui I dings along this block either had no street vaults or' the ir iron 
covers have been r esurfaced or removed. 

With the exception of § 105-11 3, Il l 15-121 and § 127, the sidewa lk is concr et e 
with bluestone c~rbs . 

§97 Iron vau It covers: Resurfaced but origi-
na I c ircle I i ghts st i I I on riser 

# 101-103 Iron va ul t covers: Resurfaced but ori g i-
na l c irc le lights still vi s ibl e . 

§ 105-113 Sidewalk: Granite sl a bs with inc ised curbs 

§ 11 5-121 Si dewa lk: Granite : sl a bs wi t h inc i sed curbs 

# 127 Si dewa lk: Concret·e wi t h concre-~e cur bs 
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WOOSTER STREET (Cont'd.) 

Wooster Street: East Side 
Sp•ing to Prince Street (Block 500). 

The iron vault covers along this block either have been resurfaced or removed. 
The I ight platform and steps at §102-106 are covered with a loading platform 
and cut to provide access to the basement. There ~re raised bluestoneslabs in 
front of §128 which may cover the street vaults. 

The sidewalk along this block is either concrete with bluestone curbs or 
granite slabs with incised curbs. 

§98 

§100 

#102-106 

#108-114 

#116-118 

#120-126 

§128 

Wooster Street: West Side 

Sidewalk: Concrete with bluestone curbs 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs with incised curbs 

Sidewalk: Granite slab with incised curbs 
Iron vault cover: Fi~e-step iron stoop now 
covered with loading platform. The treads 
have circle I ights and the risers have 
circle lights in hexagonal frames. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with bluestone curbs 
Iron vault covers: Covers have circle 
I ights with fNe metal studs surrounding 
them. The name "Jacob Mark" appears on 
the covers. A foot wide band of rose­
co lored granite edges the covers. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with bluestone curbs 
Iron vault covers: Originally had circle 
I ights with f iv.e metal studs incircl ing 
them. The name "Brooklyn Vault Light Co., 
245-47 Norman Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y., 11 

appears on the edge. 

Sidewalk: Granite slabs witn incised curbs 
Iron vault covers: Resurfaced but did have 
circle lights. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with bluestone curbs 

Prince to West Houston Street (Block 515) 

Al I the iron vault covers either have been resurfaced or removed. 

The sidewalks along block are concrete with a metal edge; there are three 
exceptions. 

§131-133 

§137-139 

#147 

Sidewalk: Concrete with bluestone curb . 

Sidewalk: Concrete, no curb 

Sidewalk: Bluestone with incised curbs. 
Iron vault covers: Resurfaced but the 
circle lights are stil I visible. 
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VIOOSTER STREET (Cont' r'. ) 

Wooster S·treet: East Side 
Prince to West Houston Street (Block 514) . 

The iron vault covers and I ight platforms have been resurfaced or removed. 

Most of the sidewalks along this block are concrete and graded to provide 
access to the garages and parking lots that make up most of the block. There are 
some exceptions. 

11 130-132 

,;'! 138 

:· 142-1 44 

f/ !52-156 

Sidewalk: Concrete with concrete curb 
edged with metal 
Sidewalk: Bluestone with incised curbs. 
Iron vault covers: Light platform replaced 
with concrete one. 

Sidewalk: Bluestone with granite curbstones 
Iron vault covers: Light platform converted 
into concrete loading platform. 

Sidewalk: Concrete with bluestone curbs 
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